


TEXAS TECH SCHOOL OF LAW 

The founding of a school of law 
is an exciting experience for all 
involved. Professional schools do 
not happen-they are the product 
of the efforts of many. Self-realiza- 
tion for a new professional school. 
requires boldness of concept and 
greatness of leadership if dreams 
and hopes are to materialize into 
building and program. 

The task of the architect is to 
create the kind of environment in 
which learning can flourish-an 
atmosphere that invites creativity, 
inspires excellence and encourages 
student-faculty interaction. 

The architects for this building 
have identified the unique qualities 
of the learning process in law. 
They were sensitive to the phil- 
osophy and attitudes of the faculty 
and administration, and translated 
this by means of brick, cement and 
glass into a remarkably creative 
space, uniquely suited to the am- 
bitions and abilities of all those 
who will use these facilities. 

We believe the atmosphere gene- 
rated by this truly functional and 
impressive building will attract and 
challenge the kind of faculty and 
students a professional school must 
have to succeed. 





DESIGN CONCEPT 

Frequent meetings between repre- 
sentatives of the School of Law 
and the proiect architectural team 
explored, in depth, the nature of 
a law school and the future role 
of law in our society, and pro- 
duced significant observations con- 
cerning program function and 
space requirements: 

Law students spend their full 
academic day in the law 
school building and require 
surroundings which will serve 
their needs from early morn- 
ing to late evening. 

A library serves a different 
function in law than in most 

disciplines and requires a mini- 
mum number of levels in order 
to provide easy access to the 
large number of volumes 
employed in even the smallest 
research project. 

Because of the conversational 
exchange in law classes, the 
interaction of students and 
faculty shapes the classroom 
sizes and designs. 

Faculty offices must assure 
privacy for study, convenient 
location to the library and 
accessibility for students seek- 
ing counsel and advice. 



A detailed analysis was made of 
space requirements and the rela- 
tionship of people to people (stu- 
dent - faculty - administration - 
visitors), space to space, and, of 
people to spaces. As a result, quiet 
areas (library ond faculty areas) 
are separated by location and cir- 
culation from the group activity 
centers such as class and seminar 
rooms, courtroom, the Commons, 
lockers, workrooms, and the Forum. 
Wide, open corridors provide eose 
of circulation with a minimum of 
confusion, reduplication of steps 
and noise. 



THE BUILDING 

The building contains complete 
facilities for the School of Law for 
a projected student enrollment of 
585 through 1975. Provision has 
been made for possible horizontal 
expansion of library, classrooms 
and faculty facilities. 

Early in the planning it was agreed 
that this building should be com- 
patible with other campus build- 
ings which are an adaptation of 
the Spanish Renaissance style. This 
physical sympathy was achieved 
through utilizing the standard cam- 
pus brick and the use of arched 
openings, deep set and scaled in 

relation to the variety of interior 
spaces. 

The entire building is climate con- 
trolled for summer and winter com- 
fort. The low maintenance building 
has a structure which is reinforced 
concrete with exterior and interior 
brick walls, brick floor in public 
areas and carpet in classrooms and 
administrative areas. 

Total square feet 1 17,848 
Library volume 190,000 
Date of 
dedication Feb. 21 -23, 1970 



THE BUILDING INTERIOR 

The waffle pattern of the exposed 
concrete ceilings offers visual ex- 
citement and, together with the 
door and window arches and the 
brick floor, provides an architec- 
tural unity throughout the building. 
Noteworthy is the fine detailing of 
the fan design on the brick floor 
of the entrance hall. 

The texture of the concrete ceiling 
and brick walls and flooring is an 
appropriate setting for the mellow 
earth tone colors of the carpets 
and interior design materials. 



CIRCULATION CORRIDORS 

Emphasizing space and light, the 
interior corridors of the building 
incorporate frequent open spaces 
which both facilitate movement 
and provide attractive areas where 
students and faculty may visit in- 
formally. Display cases for new 
and unique books, trial exhibits, 
and student information, are lo- 
cated in the entrance lobby, 
around the Forum, and along the 
corridors of the building. 





ADMINISTRATIVE AREA 

The point of entry, with conveni- 
ent access to the entire building, 
is the reception area which also 
serves for student registration. 
Architecturally highlighted, this 
"nerve center" provides students, 
faculty and visitors with immediate 
access to the administrative offices. 
Provision has been made for fu- 
ture anticipated expansion of staff. 



THE FORUM 

The administration's desire to main- 
tain a personal relationship be- 
tween faculty and students led to 
the dynamic concept of a multi- 
purpose room, contiguous to all 
other areas. This area now called, 
the Forum, became the nucleus of 
the building and all other areas 
are grouped around it in relation 
to their function and frequency of 
use. 

The central location, high ceiling, 
windows and door openings of the 
Forum add to the impressive space. 

Here is the social and communal 
center of all student activity-a 
dramatic setting for receptions and 
large meetings. A colorful 46' x 
32' rug will be the focal point of 
the interior furnishings. 

I 



COMMONS 

Immediately adjacent to the Forum, 
the Commons provides students 
with a place for informal activities 
and snacks-a space truly their 
own. The nearby locker area, easily 
reached by students entering and 
leaving the building, provides 
pleasant and attractive space for 
storage of books, school supplies, 
and top coats. 



THE LIBRARY 

The library is recognized as the 
leading law library in West Texas. 
Its four levels can house 190,000 
volumes with provision for future 
expansion. Importance has been 
placed upon ease of access to 
periodicals and research volumes 
and on close proximity to the fac- 
ulty offices. 

Although the library itself is lo- 
cated away from the main patterns 
of circulation to insure quiet, its 

large inviting entrance with check- 
out desk is immediately adjacent 
to the lobby. 173 study carrels, 
closed and semi-enclosed, some 
with exterior windows, are located 
around the interior of the library 
on all floors. The carrels are inte- 
grated into the total design of the 
building and their windows create 
a varied and interesting exterior 
pattern. 



A basement to ceiling lightwell in- 
troduces natural light to the three 
main levels of the library and pro- 
vides a pleasing atmosphere for 
studying and browsing. Additional 
features include electric book lift, 
microfilm room, rare book room 
and reading rooms for the blind; 
Law Review offices; Moot Court 
Board offices; offices for the 
librarian and staff, and an attor- 
ney's room for visiting lawyers and 
guest instructors. 



THE ALVIN R. ALLISON COURTROOM 

In this beautiful arena, students 
gain their courtroom training and 
develop their techniques. Seating 
100 with space for three judges, 
the courtroom will be used for stu- 
dent practice in appellate argu- 
ments and for trials. Attorneys and 
other court personnel have room 
to move about freely. Overflow 
space for observers on both the 
first and second levels is pro- 
vided by a glass wall at the rear 
and a sound system. Draperies are 
used to insure privacy when de- 
sirable. The spaciousness of the 
room, the central focus upon the 
bench, the dramatic simplicity of 
wall and ceiling treatment evoke 
a feeling of respect for the law 
and enhance the "maiesty and 
dignity" of the court. 



CLASSROOMS 

Flooring, wall material and interior 
furnishings were selected to en- 
courage professional dignity and 
lessen the gap between school and 
professional practice. A seating 
arrangement has been devised in 
the classrooms to encourage par- 
ticipation and discussion between 
teacher and students. Every person 
in the room can see and hear 
every other person clearly. Seating 
units were selected that would 
provide ample leg room and have 
continuous desk tops suitable for 
simultaneous note-taking and use 
of textbooks. 



The classrooms are easily reached 
from any part of the building but 
have a primary relationship to 
lockers, Forum, and Commons. By 
design, they are located away 
from the library and administra- 
tive areas. Each of the four class- 
rooms-3 seating 79 students each, 
1 seating 145-is equipped for all 
types of audio-visuals and for fu- 
ture installation of closed circuit 
television. Four seminar rooms are 
available for smaller groups. Car- 
peting is used in the classrooms 
for acoustical purposes. 



FACULTY OFFICES 

Thirty-three faculty offices, on the 
2nd and 3rd floors, have direct 
access to the library and are con- 
venient to class and seminar rooms. 
The third floor includes a faculty 
library, offering faculty members 
both privacy for browsing and se- 
clusion for their legal research. 
A conference room, with kitchen- 
ette, is available for faculty meet- 
ings and informal gatherings. The 
faculty offices are located for 
privacy and freedom from outside 
distractions, yet are conveniently 
placed to encourage and foster 
close personal student-faculty con- 
tact. 



BOARD OF REGENTS 

Retha R. Martin, Chairman 
R. Trent Campbell 
Waggoner Carr 
Marshall Formby 
Roy Furr 
Frank Junell 
James J. Ling 
Field Scovell 
Judson F. Williams 
Freda Pierce, Secretary 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AT THE 
TIME THIS BUILDING WAS 
APPROVED: 

Roy Furr, Chairman 
Herbert Allen 
Alvin R. Allison 
C. A. Cash 
Marshall Formby 
Harold Hinn 
Retha R. Martin 
Carl E. Reistle, Jr. 
Fladger F. Tannery 

ADMINISTRATION 

Dr. Grover E. Murray, President 
Dr. Glenn E. Barnett, Executive Vice 

President 
G. C. Gardner, Jr., Vice President 

for Financial Affairs 
Dr. S. M. Kennedy, Vice President 

for Academic Affairs 
Dr. Owen L. Caskey, Vice President 

for Student Affairs 
Bill J. Parsley, Vice President for 

Public Affairs 
William R. Shaver, Resident Coun- 

sel 
Dean Richard B. Amandes, School 

of Law 

CAMPUS PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Haskell Taylor, Chairman 
Nolan Barrick 
E. J. Urbanovsky 

Jerry Kirkwood, Coordinator 
Norman Igo, Director of New Con- 

strudicn 
PROJECT ARCHITECT 

CONSULTING ARCHITECT 

Howard Schmidt and Associates 
Lubbock 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

H. A. Lott, Inc., Houston 

HARRELL + HAMILTON, DALLAS 




