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DEAN SEARCH I 

Upon the resignation of Frank Elliott as dean of the law school, a dean search 
committee was formed, including five faculty members, two students, one dean from 
the Tech campus, and one alumni representative. Professor Dan Benson, was appointed 
chairperson of the committee. The committee accepted nominations for five months, 
with nominations being made by faculty members, students, alumni and outside sources. 
Overall, about 200 names we.re submitted. The committee screened all of the candidates 
and selected four finalists, all of whom visited the school . They included Dale Furnish, 
Arizona State Univ. College of Law; Fletcher Baldwin, Univ. of Florida Law Center; 
Frank Newton, Baylor University; and Clifford Davis, Univ. of Connecticut School of 
Law. Upon meetings and consultations with the President of the University, Dr. Lauro 
Cavazos, the faculty and the students, two of the candidates, Dale Furnish and 
Fletcher Baldwin, were invited back for a second round of visits. President Cavazos, 
however, decided that neither ~an "was the man for the job" and, with commendations 
for the search committee for diligent effort, terminated their responsibility and 
appointed a new committee. 

DEAN SEARCH II 

The second dean search committee was formed on March 3, 1981. It consists of 
five faculty, two students, two alumni, one non-alumni local bar representative and 
the Dean of the School of Engineering. Professor John Krahmer is Chairperson of the 
committee. The search committee, with the agreement of President Cavazos, has invited 
four distinguished legal educators to act as consultants to the committee and to the 
President for purposes of helping formulate the proper criteria and identify the proper 
candidates for the position. Each of the four consultants is presently dean of a 
law school and one is a former University Provost. The consultants will have completed 
their campus visits by the middle of May, 1981, and the committee will turn to the 
business of digesting and utilizing their suggestions. The consultants are Dean David 
Epstein, University of Arkansas; Dean John Strong, University of Nebraska; Dean Roger 
Henderson, University of Arizona; and Chancellor William Ha\.,kland, Louisiana State 
University. 

MORE DEAN MATTERS 

Meanwhile, with interim Dean Hemingway leaving in August for a position at the 
University of Oklahoma, a new interim Dean was necessary to hold the reins for the 
1981-82 academic year. On April 29, 1981, President Cavazos announced the hiring of 
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Byron Fullerton as Dean ad in te rim. Byron will as sume his dut i es officially on 
July 1 , and we hope yo u will meet him at the Texas Tech reception at the State Bar 
Meeting in Houston. 

Dean Ful l erton has been a member of the University of Texas l aw faculty since 
1963, and he had planned to take early retirement at the end of t he 1981 summer 
sess ion. 

At Texas, he has directed the Law School continuing legal education program 
and has been involved in a variety of general administrative activities of the 
school. These range f rom personnel matters to financial aids. He has held the rank 
of associate professor and has taught i nsurance law, immigration law and legal 
research ,and writing. He also has supervised judical clerkships. The U.T. Student 
Bar Asso ciation dedicated the 1981 Law Week celebration to Fullerton . 

He is a former assistan t attorney general of Texas (1957-61). In the fall of 
1970 , he was on leave from the University of Texas to be a candidate for lieutenant 
governor of Texas. He is well- known and highly respected by the J awyers of the state 
and we are proud to have him on board and at the helm. 




