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Students taking law 
test at record high 

By Jacqueline Marshall/ 
Staff Reporter 

Law School Admissions Test tak
ers have the highest registration ever 
this year due to the economic decline, 
according to the Law School Admis
sion Council Web site. Texas Tech's 
School of Law has its 
highest enrollment to 
date with a total of 702 
students, said Wes 
Cochran, law school 
admission chairman. 

Cochran said last 
year 1,394 students ap
plied when usually the 
average is about 1,200. 
Ideally the law school accepts 200 to 
225 first-year law students. Last year, 
the law school admitted 234 first-year 
students and 246 this year. 

Cochran said the law school is not 
consciously admitting more students, 
but because more people are taking the 
LSAT and applying to law school, the 
quality of applicants is higher because 
of higher GPAs and higher LSAT 
scores. 

"It is like trying to stop running 
water," Cochran said. "You can't turn 
it off fast enough." 

This year the law school will be 

careful to only admit 220 to 225 stu
dents to keep the overall student body 
around 600 to 625, because Tech has 
earned the reputation of being an al
ternative to large legal school compe
tition, Cochran said. The University 
of Texas and the University of Hous
ton are much larger and have doubled 

their classes. 
"We have a mission to 

provide quality legal edu
cation in a small law 
school atmosphere," 
Cochran said. 

Jeromie Oney, a se
nior political science ma
jor from Monahans, said 
he has' always wanted to 

go to law school and the economic de
cline has not affected his choice. Oney 
has applied to Tech, Baylor Univer
sity, Southern Methodist University, 
Pepperdine University and the Uni
versity of Houston. He said he would 
rather go to a smaller school because I 

it is more direct. 
"For a fact, the economic decline 

has affected the law schools and has 
made it more competitive," Oney said. 

Oney said a lot of his peers are 
planning on going to graduate school 
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or law school because of the economy. 
Oxhran believes the reason regis

tration has climbed is because the mar
kets for college graduates are not what 
students anticipated after graduation, 
and students are having a harder time 
finding a job, therefore returning to 
school. 

The LSAT scores range from 120 
being the lowest to 180 being the high
est. Oxhransaid that 155 is in the 67-
percentile range, and to be in a com
petitive range, students applying to law 
school should score at least 152, which 
is in the 50 percentile range. 

Last year Tech's mean LSAT scores 
were 154 in the 63-percentile range. 
The average GPA was a 3.43, said Alex 
Straatmann, president of the Student 
Bar Association, and a third-year law 
student, from Kearney, Neb. 

"Here at Tech, the atmosphere is 
student-friendly, not as cut-throat," said 
Straatmann. "When it comes to jobs, 
there is more competition." 

Brian Shannon, associate dean for 
academic affairs, said there is a com
mittee of faculty members that goes 
through the review process. 

He said with more applications, 
higher LSAT scores and GPAs, it does 
make the process more difficult, but the 
School of Law will not raise the enrol
ment rates because they do not have 
the physical space for more students. 


