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Supreme Court candidate visits Tech 
By Heidi Toth/Staff Reporter 

Judge Bill Moody, the Democratic nomi
nee for the Texas Supreme Court, and Texas 
Tech law school graduate, spoke to law school 
faculty and students Wednesday afternoon. 

Moody is running for place three in the 
Court against Republican incumbent Wallace 
Jefferson. Four positions are up for election in 
November, along with the chief justice posi
tion. 

Moody said there are several reasons he is 
running for the Supreme Court. 

One issue important to him is gaining 
equal representation from throughout the 
state. 

It has been more than 20 years since any
one has been elected to the Court who has 
lived west ofI-35 , he said, while 20 percent of 
Texans live in this area. 

"It seems to me that we deserve at least 
one seat at the table of state government," 
Moody said. "We need our voice to be heard 
and in this particular election it looks like I'm 
the only chance that West Texas has." 

He discussed water rights and how Texas 
handles underground water. 

'This is not a Republican or a Democrat 
issue," he said. "It's life or death for West 
Texas." 

Moody also discussed his experience mak
ing him qualified to be on the Court. He com
pares himself to Jefferson, and said his oppo
nent has no trial experience, either as a judge 
ora lawyer. 

Moody said he has tried several hundred 
jury trials, either as a prosecutor for the dis
trict atrorney's office or as a judge in El Paso. 

"To sit at the high court and judge this trial 
work that's coming into you from all parts of 
the state of Texas, I think it's .very important 
to have some experience in doing trial work," 
he said. 

Moody said he would also like to take part 
in judicial campaign finance reform for Texas. 
Republican and Democratic nominees get 
large contributions from different interest 
groups and businesses with vested interests. 
There has been criticism because of the ap
pearance of impropriety, he said. 

Moody suggested a plan to solve this, in 
which the State Bar of Texas would increase 
lawyer's fees by $15 a year, which would sub
stantially boost the bar's funds. 

The Democratic and Republican nominees 
for the Texas Supreme Court would each get 
$500,000 for their campaign, provided they did 
not accept any other campaign contributions. 

Austin Jackson, a second-year law student 
from Lindale, is president of the Tech Law 
Democrats. 

He said Moody is honest, fair and equitable 
in his judging and reflects the values of Texas. 

"He's a man of good character and that's 
something that's been missing, not only from 
the Supreme Court, but also from the state it
self," he said. 

Vanessa Ramsey, a second-year student 
from Nacogdoches, agreed it is crucial to get a 
West Texan into the Supreme Court. 

"I think he would be good representation 
for West Texas," she said. "Having no West 
Texas representation has been harmful to the 
state of Texas and particularly to West Tex
ans." 
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