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Law school examines policies 
By Heidi Toth/StaJf Reporter 

The law school is looking at curbing first year stu
dents' involvement in school activities. 

The Texas Tech School of Law is 
taking another look at its extracurricu
lar activities. 

Terence Cook, assistant dean of ad
missions and administration member of 
the ad hoc Extracurricular Committee, 
said the purpose is to explore the in
volvement of first-year students in dif
ferent competitions and student groups. They also 
are researching a correlation between grades and in
volvement in activities. 

Right now the committee is in the infonnation
seeking stage, Cook said. It is too soon to detennine 
which way the research is headed. 

"We are 'not leaning one way or another," he said. 
"We have a lot of questions and so far no answers." 

Cook said everyone can agree extracurricular activi
ties are positive, and it's important for stu
dents to find a balance between studies 
and a social life. Maintaining that balance 
is especially important with the rigorous 
curriculum in law school. 

The major goal is not just to detennine 
if first-year students should be allowed to 

participate, he said. The committee also 
is considering what goes on at activities 

and making sure first-year students get the infonnation 
they need to make an infonned choice. He said many 
complaints from the first-years stemmed from organi
zations not being clear on how much time and effort 
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was required. 
"The biggest focus is really try

ing to get the students' feel for what 
it's like to be involved in extracur
ricular activities," Cook said. 

They are also surveying for con
cerns first-year students may have 
about the organizations, as well as 
any difficulties they may have at this 
point. 

"More so than anything else, it's 
making students aware that there 
needs to be a balance," he said. If 
students put too much emphasis on 
academics, they miss out on the so
cial aspect, but if they focus too 
much on social life they lose in aca
demics. 

The goal of the committee is to 
determine if it's necessary or benefi
cial to reduce the role of first year 
students in other activities, said Alex 
Straatmann, a third-year law stu
dent, president of the Student Bar 
Association and a member of the 
Extracurricular Committee. The 
end result should be to make the first 
year of law school more stress-free, 
he said. 

From a personal standpoint, 
Straatmann said participation in 
competitions and organizations is a 
good thing, because students learn 
skills they need to be good lawyers. 

"I think first-year involvement is 
very important because you always 
have to have something besides law 
school," he said. 

Allison Kuczek, a third-year 
law student from Killeen, has 
been involved with the Board of 
Barristers, a mock trial and moot 
court organization for three years. 
She said competing with the 
Board helped her gain confidence 
and made her more con!fort;al?le 
with the dynamics of speaking in 
a courtroom. 

"The stuff we learn in mock 
trial or moot court will change 
from county to county, state to 
state," she said. "But I gained an 
overall ease or comfort with when 
to speak up and make objections." 

Kuczek said Tech offers the 
most opportunities in the state for 
first-year students to compete. 
They also start out just compet
ing against other first-years, not 
second- or third-year students. 

T rish Link, a third year law stu
dent from Covington, La., said 
participating in organizations her 
first year helped her to meet 
people and adjust to law school. 

"One-L extracurricular activi
ties are important for them to be
come part of the law school com
munity," she said. 

Karen Royal, a third-year from 
San Antonio, said participation 
makes students more well
rounded, in addition to making 
students more competitive in the 
job search. 

"I think it's essential to the 
character that a first-year student 
develops," she said. "They choose 
to participate because it will be 
beneficial for them." 




