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Tech law school celebrates 25th anniversary 
BY LINDA CARRIGER 

THE UNIVERSITY DAILY 

A lot about the law school has 
changed since Dean Frank Newton 
took over in 1985, and Friday the 
school showcased those changes dur
ing a "25 Years of Public Service" 
open house. 

Newton said 
all of the changes 
in the law school 
have been posi
tive. 

Minority en
rollment and mi
nority faculty 
numbers are up, 
Texas Tech law 
students have 
consistently 
placed in one of 
the top two slots 
with Texas Bar 
examination scores. 

The building itself has undergone 
$4 million of renovations, he said. 

Newton said more scholarships is 
the recruiting tactic that has pulled 
more minorities and more top-notch 
students into the school. 

About 10 years ago, the school had 
$20,000 to offer in scholarships, he 
said. 

Now $750,000 is available for the 
40 percent of students on scholarship 
in the school. 

"We began to ask ourselves 'What 
would the students need in the 21 st 
century?'" Newton said. 

That question led officials to add 
300 student offices to the existing 
37,000 feet of the library. 

These offices, each one shared by 
two students, house a 486 chip com
puter that will allow students to con-

duct computer initiated, on-line re
search. 

Newton said the renovations were 
moti vated by the need to increase the 
quality of services at the law school. 

Today 600 students are enrolled in 
the school. 

This is compared to the 71 students 
who were the first to walk through the 

in 1967. 

doors of the new 
law school in 
1970, Newton 
said. 

According to 
information pro
vided by the 
Southwest Col
lection, the law 
school originally 
was housed in 
renovated Army 
barracks before 
construction on 
the school began 

Harrell and Hamilton of Dallas 
designed the building based on sche
matics by Howard, Schmidt and As
sociates of Lubbock. 

The school was designed based on 
the designs of three other law schools. 

The large classrooms mimicked 
those at the University of Texas at 
Austin. 

The small rooms were designed 
after law school rooms at the Univer
sity of Illinois. 

University of Chicago seminar 
rooms provided the model for Tech 
law school seminar rooms. 

The Tech law school courtroom 
was designed after the Supreme Court 
of California. 

The contractor for the building, 
H.A. Lott Inc. of Houston, is the same 
group that contracted the Astrodome. 
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The "25 Years of Public Service" open house for the Texas Tech School 
of Law was celebrated Friday afternoon with a reception and tour of the 
law library. Before construction of the building began, the law school 
was housed in renovated Army barracks in 1967. 




