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Tech law students place third in national event 
By Natalie Worthen/Staff Reporter 

The Texas Tech School of Law r~
ceived third place in the Association of 
Trial Lawyers of America National 
Championship held Thursday through 
Sunday in Chicago. 

Third-year law students David Glass 
from Texarkana and Andrew Jordan 
from Kaufman competed in a mock trial 
competition against students from all the 
Texas law schools Feb. 28 through March 
3 and won the regional title. 

They represented Texas law schools and 
finished third nationwide afrer competing 
against Harvard and Pepperdine, who took 
first and second place, respectively 

Glass and Jordan were able to choose 
their two wimesses: Kelly Petronis, a sec
ond-year law student from Stephenville, 
and Clay Nance, a third-year law stu
dent from Portland. 

"We prep our witnesses on ques-

tions will we ask them, but they also 
speak to the competing advocates and 
have to be quick on their feet so they 
won't say anything that will hurt us," 
Glass said. 

Initially, 224 teams competed across 
the nation. After that competition, the 
field was narrowed to 14 teams that went 
to Chicago to compete. 

"It has been important to the advo
cates here at Tech to support our pro
gram and be successful in hopes the in
coming dean will also be supportive of 
advocacy," Glass said. 

Harvard won the national champi
onship after competing with Tech in the 
semi-finals and overcoming Pepperdine 
in the finals. Pepperdine recei~ed sec
ond place in the competition. 

Tech received third place and Uni
versity of Florida received fourth place. 

. "We could've beaten Harvard on an
other day," Glass said. "We would've won 
if we had chosen a different strategy." 

Glass said it was an honor to go to 

the competition. 
"It was a real big deal going to 

ATLA," Glass said. "We competed 
against all the law schools in Texas, and 
Baylor and Southwestern University are 
hard to beat. It was nice to win our re
gion." 

Glass and Jordan said they both en
joy being active participants in the court
room and feel a rush competing in mock 
trial competitior.s. 

"Andrew and myself both want to be 
trial lawyers," Glass said. "This might 
give us the opportunity in a firm they 
wouldn't otherwise give associates." 

Glass and Jordan will graduate in 
May. Glass said he will join a firm of 
20 attorneys in Texarkana at Atchley, 

. Russell , Waldrop and Hlavinka cov
ering criminal defense work, and Jor
dan said he plans to join his grandfa
ther in Kaufman at E.M. Jordan At
torney at Law. 

"You won't be successful if you don't 
enjoy being out there in the courtroom," 
Jordan said. "I enjoy it, and so the work 
load spills over and pays off in the long-
run." 

Jordan said he is proud of how the 
Tech law school is performing because it 
is a young school. 

"Going up against Harvard, who is 
an acclaimed law school, is like a giant 
boom," he said. "It shows Tech is out 
there and our lawyers and advocates are 
just as good as anyone else." 

Murray Hensley and Dick Baker, 
adjunct law professors at Tech, helped 
coach the advocacy teams for the 
school. 

"I am proud of the team for compet
ing so well," Hensley said. "It is a tribute 
to the students that they stand up so welt 
against national acclaimed law schools 
and Ivy League law schools such as 
Harvard and William and Mary. I'm very 
proud of them." 


