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MELISSA LlNDELOW, A third-year law 
student from Dallas, flips the pages of 
her book as she studies in the Law 
School library Tuesday evening. 

Chancellor's report: Law 
school gets high rankings 
by Angela Timmons and Harvey Mireles 
April 03, 2003 

The publication of the 2001-2002 chancellor's 
report states the Texas Tech School of Law 
ranks with the best in the nation in graduate 
placement and bar exam pass rate. 

This information was cited in National Jurist 
magazine, which also cited Tech's law school as third in the nation for 
program achievement ratings and 11 th in the nation for bar pass rate. 

However, U.S. News & World Report ranked Tech's law school in the fourth 
and lowest tier. The magazine ranks according to tiers as the first being the 
best and fourth the lowest. (Information available at 
http://www.usnews.comlusnews/edu/grad/rankings/law/lawindex.htm) 

Associate Dean of the law school Brian Shannon said U.S. News & World 
Report ranks educational institutions annually according to the tier structure. 
Shannon said he does not believe the rankings are good or the researchers are 
aware of the caliber ofthe Tech law school. 

"One of our priorities is to have folks get a better knowledge about the Texas 
Tech law school," Shannon said. "Our problem is we don't get the information 
out there." 

Shannon said the ranking is disappointing, adding it does not accurately 
reflect the law school and its programs. 

"We need to get the word out around the country about what a solid program 
we have here," Shannon said. "That ranking relates to other academics' and 
judges' opinions of the school. We need to get better known." 

Kay Fletcher, assistant academic dean of the law school and director of the 
school's career services, said Tech's law school is regional in its prestige. 

"We are a regional law school and are well known in Texas and the 



surrounding states," Fletcher said. 

Both Fletcher and Shannon said the law school has nationally recognized 
faculty and programming to be proud of, as well as high pass rates on the bar 
exam. Shannon added the school will need to put more money into increasing 
recognition, as well as sending more professors on the road to present their 
expertise within academia. In the face of budget concerns, Shannon said the 
school will probably increase its efforts to find private funding. 

The law school boasts several program areas to be particularly pleased with, 
Shannon said, including the Center for Bioterrorism and Law, as well as many 
clinical programs and strong programs for students to learn practical, hands
on skills. Shannon said many law school students have earned championships 
in moot court and mock trial contests. 

"Our graduates, once they complete their degree, are ready to go to legal 
practice as soon as they step out the door and join a firm," Shannon said. 

Fletcher said Tech's law school graduates have a bar pass rate as high as in 
other states fare similarly to other law schools in licensing, and the majority of 
graduates are hired post-licensing. 

While law firms have often come to Tech's law school in the past to recruit 
clerks or lawyers, Fletcher said this year has been different. 

"This past fall, we've had less firms coming, most citing the uncertain outlook, 
as it's less rosy than in past years," she said. "But our students are still finding 
jobs." 
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