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Law professor vies for congressional seat 
By Heidi Toth/Staff Reporter 

Law stUdents and professors gath
ered Monday morning as Texas Tech 
law professor Vickie Sutton an
nounced she will run for U.S. Rep. 
Larry Combest's congressional seat. 

"I believe West Texas needs some
one who can hit the ground running," 
she said. "My background and experi
ence means that I can be effective on 
day one for all of West Texas." 

Sutton, who is a Republican, has 
five degrees, including bachelor's de
grees in zoology and animal science 
from North Carolina State University 
and a Ph.D. in environmental sciences 
from the University of Texas at Dal
las. She earned her law degree at 
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candidate with experience in the 
federal government. 

"Her experience in important 
issues is unparalleled by anybody 
else," he said, calling her back
ground her major selling point in 
the race. 

David Allen Sprott, a second
year law studen t from Belton, said 
he would like to see Sutton head a 
committee that oversees 
bioterrorism and other terrorism is
sues, as well as upholding the prin -

American University. field are important, she said. 
Sutton has government experi

ence at the local, state and national 
levels . She worked iJ:l President 

Her knowledge of constitutional 
law, one of the classes she teaches, is 
also vital, she said. She can understand 

George H. Bush's administration for the Constitution and work to protect 
four years, as both assistant director it. 
and senior policy analyst for the Of "I'm interested in making things 

happen for West"Texas," she said. "We 
need someone energetic to carry the 
spirit of West Texas to Washington , 
D.C., and I believe I'm that person." 

fice of Science and Technology Policy 
and a special assistant for policy, plan
ning and evaluation for the Environ
mental Protection Agency, accordi"ng 
to a news release. 

"I can't tell you how pleased I am 
to behere," Sutton, joined by her chil
dren, told the assembled group. 

Her area of expertise is biodefense, 
and she is director of Tech's Center 
for Biodefense and the Law. Given the 
state of the nation, her abilities in this 

ciples of the Republican party. 
"She's not only smart, but she 

knows a lot about issues that are 
important to West Texas," he said. 

Combest submitted his formal 
resignation to Gov. Rick Perry on 
Jan. 7, stating he would resign May 
31. In his letter, he cited family rea
sons as his reason for leaving office. 

He announced his intention to 
resign one week after he was re
elected with more than 90 percent 
of the vote. The special election 
will be held May 3. The deadline 
for candidates to file is April 2. 
Early voting runs from April 16 to 
April 29. 

Sutton said she considers h er 
bioterrorism knowledge a key factor 
on the road to the House of Repre
sentatives. Because of her proficiency 
in this field, she will be able to work 
comfortably with terrorism issues, as 
well as having more influence over 
policies. 

Fellow law professor Bill Casto said 
he is confident about what Sutton can 
do for District 19. 

"She's a capable person who rep
resents good Republican values and is 
at the cutting edge of dealing with ter
rorism issues," he said. 

Sutton will con tinue Combest's 
tradition of good work, Casto said, in 
addition to helping Bush deal with ter
rorism problems. 

Wes Lloyd, a first-year law student 
from Austin, is coordinating things 
from a student's perspect ive fo r 
Sutton's campaign. He said she is the 
most qualified candidate in the race 
for District 19, as well as being the only 
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DARREL THOMAS{The University 
N IC OLE TOMICH (FAR left) , a second-year law student from Cy
press, and Jorge Ramirez, an associate professor of law, share a laugh 
with law professor Vickie Sutton on Monday. Sutton announced her 
candidacy for the 19th Congressional D istrict. 




