
U.S. Rep. Stenholm campaigns at law school 
By Sally G~lIlter/The Uni.tlersity Daily 

u.s. Rep. Charlie Stenholm, D
Abilene, spoke Monday to the Texas Tech 
Law School Democrats. 

The Texas Legislature passed a redistrict
ing map that forced Stenholm and Randy 
Neugebauer, R-Lubbock, to run · against 
each other in a November election to rep
resent District 19. Stenholmsaidhe is ready 
for the challenge. 

"I am in the position to get things done," 
he said. "That's something I didn't want to 
walk away from." 

The redistricting map did not appeal to 

Stenholm. 
"I have yet to meet the first person who 

thinks redistricting was a good idea," he said. 
"But the referees made the call, and now 
I'mhere." . 

Elected in 1978, Stenholm served 26 
years in Congress and has won re-election 

13 times. He served with five U .S. Presi
dents. 

Stenholm ranks 29 in the House and if 
re-elected will be bumped to 27. He is the 
ranking member of the House Agriculture 
Committee. 

"There are a lot of bills introduced that 
the members seek me out," Stenholm said. 

. "To get things done you've got to have more 
than one vote." . 

Stenholm is no stranger to Tech. He 
graduated from Tech in 1961 with a master's 
degree in agricultural education. His wife, 
Cindy, also graduated from Tech. Stenholm 
taught agriculture and farmed for three years 
prior to running for a seat in Congress. 

"Texas Tech is very important to West 
Texas," he said. "Over the years I've worked 
wi th Tech on agriculture, health care and 
rural development." 

In 2002, Stenholm helped pass the Farm 
Bill providing aid to rural family farms. 

The United States will borrow an addi
tional $ 700 billion in the next fiscal year 
from programs. such as the Social Security 
trust fund to support the war in Iraq. This 
spending is unjust to the future generations 
of Americans, as they will suffer from the 
debt it will cause, Stenholm said. 

"I've been in the minority," he said. "It is 
no longer the big Democratic spenders. It is 
the borrow and spend Republicans." 

Stenholm said while he respects the of
fice of the U.S. president, he did not agree · 
with the president's economic plan that in-
creased spending. . 

" "I would rather be a tax and spender and 
not get elected than a borrow and spender 
and get elected," Stenholm said. 

To counteract some of the drainage on 
the Social Security fund, Stenholm helped 
create a Social Security plan that allows for 
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3 percent of the first $15,OOOa 
person donates to, be funneled 
into individual accounts. 

"I think individual accounts 
make. 'pe.rfect sense," he said. 
"There is no wayfor a low income 
person to lose under our plan." 

Austin Jackson, a third-year 
law' stl:ldent from. Lindale, said 
Stenholm relates to the farming 
industry prominent in Distr'ict 
19. 

"He built h is career on repre
senting people in rural commu
nities in Texas like Lubbock,'! 

Jacksoll said. "I think he has a very 
good' chance of winning." 

A second-year law student, Matt 
Schaefer from Cisco, disagreed with 
Jackson. ' 

"People who want to support 
President Bush can not vote for 
Charlie Stenholm," Schaefer said. 
"He opposed the president ~n his 
economic package." . 

. Despite the ' seniority of 
Stenholm in the House Agricul
tural Committee, Schaefer said his 
Democratic views and voting record 
will hurt Stenholm's chance of re
election. 

. "I think his politieal career as a 
congressman is over,'" h~ said . 
"Randy Neugebauer will win this 

race." 
Stenholmsaid he is confident in 

h is qualifications and record even 
in a Republican dominated district 
like District 19. 

"I've \yon in Republican districts 
and had tough races the last eight 
yea~s," he said. "I look forward to 
debating issues, believing we've got 
some of the better answers." 

Stenholm said he is excited to 
return to the Lubbock area and the 
Tech campus. 

"The 19th district, that's my new 
home, and we're glad to be here ," 
he s~id . "We are result oriented. We 
'work hard for the things important . 
to Tech, Lubbock, West Texas and 
the state of Texas." 




