


Law school receives largest gift in its history 
By Katherine Amerson/The University Daily 

If money talks, then Mark and 
Becky Lanier have a lot to say to the 
Texas Tech School o(~aw. 

The couple recently donated $6 
million to the school, the largest gift 
in the history of the school. 

Walter Huffman, dean of the law 
school, said he is excited about the 
donation. 

"It's the second largest gift in the history of the university, 
period," he said, "right behind the Rawls (College of Business) 
gift. " 

The money will be used for a professional development cen
ter, Huffman said, and the center will contain an auditorium, 
offices and seminar rooms. The centerpiece will be a technologi

. cally advanced courtroom. 
"(The Laniers) don't want anything back from this," Huff

man said. "(Mark Lanier) believed the education was the only 
reason he has been as successful as he has been." 

Mark Lanier said he thinks Tech is a wonderful school, and 
he would have loved the opportunity to learn with such an 
advanced courtroom. 

"Becky and I have multiple degrees from (Tech)," he said. 
"In addition to my law degree, Becky has a bachelor's degree in 
international relations and a master's degree in Spanish." 

Courtrooms today give lawyers technological opportuni
ties · to persuade juries, and he said Tech needs a courtroom 
thoroughly equipped, so students can learn how to utilize new 
methods of persuasion. 

"The courtroom will be wired for audio and visual presenta
tions to the court and to juries," Lanier said. "It will be large 
enough to handle visiting judges of distinction, so arguments can 
be handled with large numbers of students in attendance." 

Brian Shannon, a law school professor, said the addition 
will allow for real-time court reporting and state of the art 
videotaping capabilities for students. 

"Having the auditorium will give us the opportunity for a 
much better facility for guest speakers, visiting judges and ex
perts to give talks," Shannon said. "I've been here 16 years, and 
this is one of the most exciting things that has happened." 

He said the addition would allot space for student organiza
tions. 

"It will be built on the west side and wrap around to the south 
side; we'll keep the courtroom we have," he said. "This building 
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terrorist trials, what the federal Huffman said. "The government 
government would like to see is a believes these military commis
trial with no one there because of sions provide " all the due process 
security concerns," Huffman said. that is due - that's the way things 

is something we really wanted. I Susan Fortney, law school pro- are going." 
asked for money. for this project, fessor, said the new courtroom will Additionally, he said there 
and they agreed because they help the school enhance its educa- will be evidence projectors, so if 
thought it was important." tiona I mission. a document is in question, it can 

With the new courtroom tech- The school is known for its be viewed much more quickly and 
no logy, Huffman said he thinks it advocacy programs, she said, and clearly than the old method, which 
will provide the ability to bring she thinks having a courtroom that involved passing "the document in 
witness testimony into the court-allows students to develop their question around to everyone in the 
room through teleconferencing, skills as litigators using state of the courtroom. 
and the ability to show videotapes art technology will be great. "We feel like we have an excel-
in the" courtroom to everyone at the "One reason the government lent facility," Huffman said. "W~ 
same time. is using military commissions is feel it will make it the finest facility 

"When you start talking about because of security concerns," in the nation." 




