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Preparing for the Bar exam can be an intimidating time in many law school 
graduates' lives. Since December, Texas Tech School of Law graduates have 
been preparing for the Bar exam to take place Feb. 25 through 27. 

"It certainly is challenging," Kay Fletcher, assistant dean and director of 
Career Services at the School of Law and a 1980 law graduate, said. "It's the 
only test every graduate of every law school takes. It's also a good measuring 
stick for our program. " 

Fletcher said the Bar, which is a three-day exam covering both state and 
national law, is the comprehensive effort of a law student's entire School of 
Law experience. Most law students take a review course post-graduation and 
pre-exam, Fletcher said. 

The Tech law school approximately has a 90 percent pass rate of the exam, 
Fletcher said. The exam is administered in both February and July of every 
year, she said, and in Feb. 2000, Tech had a 100 percent pass 

rate, something the school has done twice in its 30 years of existence. 

"We have a curriculum that stresses subjects on the Bar," she said. 
"Successful completion of the Bar is the only way to practice in Texas. It's the 
reason for law school; you must pass it before you become a lawyer." 

Fletcher recommends students keep up with course work during law school 
prior to taking the exam. 

"The key to doing well is to keep up with your course work and then just 
refresh it before the exam," she said. 

Genaro Cortez, a 2002 graduate of the law school from San Antonio, is 
currently enrolled in a private review course, which many of his fellow 
graduates are also taking. 

The course, called Bar-BRI, is approximately six weeks long and usually six 
days a week, and costs about $1,800, Cortez said. Bar-BRI started Dec. 30 



and is administered at the Lubbock Civic Center. 

Cortez said his anxiety is high, as the test is only two weeks away. 

"I feel like I don't know anything, though I've studied a month now," he said. 

Most students in Bar-BRI spend half the day in review and the remainder of 
the day studying on their own for the exam that will review nearly every 
major law subject. Cortez said Bar-BRI breaks down the years in law school 
throughout the weeks, focusing back on certain classes. 

"Going back and doing some of that course work, everything's mixed up," 
Cortez said. "I did well in some and not so well in others; it lets you know 
what you need to learn." 

Cortez said he and the other students are at an intense point in their 
preparation. 

"There's a lot riding on this test," he said. "The people who pass, their names 
are posted on the Internet. So everyone knows if you didn't pass. " 

Cortez said there are other chances to retake the exam if a person does not do 
well the first time. 

Cortez studied economics in his undergraduate work and figured out in his 
junior year he wanted to pursue law as a career . 
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