
Law school hosts symposium 
by Angela Timmons 
February 13, 2003 

The Texas Tech School of Law held its second annual Law and Science 
Symposium on Wednesday, spearheaded by Tech law professor Vickie 
Sutton. 

The symposium covered issues related to bioterrorism, one of Sutton's areas 
of expertise. Students who took Sutton's fall bioterrorism law class presented 
a series of papers on: constitutional issues and bioterrorism, using the law for 
the prevention ofbioterrorism, international law and bioterrorism, and civil 
rights and bioterrorism. 

"This is an interdisciplinary conference, and it's great to get other faculty here 
and get in among law students," Sutton said. 

The symposium is important, Sutton said, as there are many national and 
international questions about vaccinations and quarantines, as well as 
concerns about biological attacks. 

"Of course there is this warning from the government about the risk of a 
biological attack," she said. "The public should be aware of legal issues." 

Biological attacks are not difficult to perform, Sutton said. 

"But they are difficult to detect," she said. "We have only the beginnings of 
the surveillance system; we have some sensor technology that can detect the 
plague and anthrax. " 

Sutton said Lubbock, along with the rest of the world, should be concerned 
about the threat of biological attacks. 

"Everyone has to be vigilant, and the fact that we have a large concentration 
of cattle, food and fiber makes us an attractive economic target," she said. 

Sutton said the purpose of any biological agent, particularly agents such as 
anthrax is to create disease and fear. 

"Anthrax is a biological weapon that has some ease of use," she said. "It's 



stable. It doesn't matter about the weather; the spores are durable, much like 
the plague and smallpox." 

Sutton said she expects some of her students to go into careers that involve 
law and bioterrorism. 

Meghan Fisher-Moor, a second-year law student from San Antonio, made a 
presentation on constitutional issues and bioterrorism. 

"The good thing about it is this is up-and-coming," she said of the 
bioterrorism and law discipline. "It's a chance to break new ground." 

Fisher-Moor said her concerns surround the area of Americans' civil rights 
and who is protecting them in the face of possible biological threats. 

"Your civil rights are being stepped on, and we don't even know it," she said. 
"People are scared. It's a valid issue, the need for national security." 

Fisher-Moor's presentation focused on federalism and what rights a state has 
in protecting its citizens versus national government pre-empting the states, 
meaning the national government feels an issue is so important they must take 
control of it over the states, as it is a national security issue. 

"Public health is constitutionally a state's right," Fisher-Moor said. "The 
problem is the federal government doesn't like to lose its ground and will pre
empt." 
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