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Bioterrorism law class 'labeled 'cool course' 
By Andrew Bell/Staff Reporter 

The'law and Bio-terrorism class 
at the Texas Tech School of Law was 
listed u~der a story titled, "Cool 

,Courses," in last month's issue ofT.he 
National Jurist. 

The class is instructed by Victoria 
Sutton, an associate professor of law 
and director of the Center for Bio- . 
defense, Law and Public Policy at the 
Texas Tech School of Law. 

This is the second year the class ' 
is being taught, and it has become a 
course in which many law students 
want to enroll, Sutton said. 

"My course has filled up every 
time," she said. ' 

. Sutton is one of the leading ex
perts in the nation in bio-defense 
and bio<terrorism, she said. Before 
coming to. Tech, she served under 
President George H.W. Bush as an 
assistant director in the office of sci
ence policy in the White House. 

"In the White House I was able 
to coordinate science inithitives and 
work at the highest policy level of 
science," Sutton said. 

After her work in the , White 
House, Sutton said she started re- . 
search on bio-defense and bio-terror
ism. Her job now is to spread aware
ness of bio-terror in all aspects and 
areas of law. ' 

Bryan Eisenbise, a second-year 
law student from Orange County, 
Calif., explained the different top
ics discussed in the course. 

"We lo.ok at issues in bio-terror
ism, federalism and ' crimin~l law. 
Most of our time in·class is spent with 
our readings and discussions," 
Eisenbise said. 

The Law and Bio-Terrorism cl~ss 
literature is a booICSutton wrote spe
cifically.forrhe course, she said. 

"Last year, ;e used the materials 
and proof sheets from the book that 
was in publication. Now, we have 

the first publication .of the book," 
Sutton said. 

The course requires students to 

use analytical skilIs and try to under
stand the new world since the terror 
attacks of Sept. 11, 
2001, Sutton said. 

"Students like 
the course because, 
like it or riot, the 
world is a changed 
place: This -,is a 
course where the 
students can de
velop an under
standing of this new 
environment," she 
said. "It gives us the opportUnity to 
talk about this new threat, because 
there is not much case law that ap
ply to the tools o(the problems." 

Sutton said she believes this is 
why students enjoy her course. 
Eisenbise said the class is intetest
ing because of the newness of the 

'topic. 
"We are being able to discuss 

something that is happening right · 
now," he said. "Others in the. milk 
tary andother'branches and orgahi; 

zations are talking 
. about the same 

thing." 
Amber Rasco, a 

second-year law stu
dent from Corpus · 
Christi, said she 
likes the c~urse be; 
cause it is different 
than any other 
cours~ she has 
taken. 

"In other classes we have to read 
cases and find the answers. In this 
class, though, we have to think aboVt 
things ~at there aren't answers for," 
Rasco said. 

Sutton said the magazine thought 
her .course WaS cool because of her 
weekly argument discussions. Every 

week, Sutton gives a scenario to the 
class involving the topics for the 
week. The class breaks into groups to 
discuss the scenario for five minutes. 
Each group argues its position to the 
professor and to the rest of the class. 

Sutton said the future of bio-de
fens.e and bio-terror will see .rapid de
velopment in the coming years. 

"There is a rapid development in 
bio-technology. 'It gives us the op
portunity to rapidly see what we 
need to do," she said. "Th~ area will 
have tremendous growth. There will 
be more lab security with biological 
. agents and interfaces with the re
search .community." 

A step in the right direction is 
the development of the Center for 
Bio-defense, Law and Public Policy, . 
Sutton said. The Center is intended 
to provide an opportunity for inter
disciplinary collaboration to move in 
the direction of solutions for the 
complex area of bio-defense. The 

Center involves faculty from politi
cal science, mass communication, 
agriculture, engineering, business, 
and people from the Health Sciences 
Center to work in collaboration .. 

Sutton said having the center is 
unique and puts the law school in the 
top tier of the nation's law schools'. 

"We are only one of two or three 
law schools which has centers fo
cuseci' on this. Many more centers 
and courses involving the subject 
will be . coming," she said. "Texas 
Tech is on the cutting edge of the 
issue. It makes us a leader among the 
law schools." 




