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Huffman · to lead law school this fall 
By Heidi Toth/Sraff Reporter 

Gen. Walter Huffman, dean of 
the Texas Tech School of Law, has 
one major goal for his tenure in 
Lubbock. 

"I want to shine a bright light 
on this law school," he said. 

Huffman, a graduate of both the 
university and the law school, 
served as a general in the U .S. 
Army, and recently resigned as 
Judge Advocate General of the 
Army to become dean on Aug. 1. 

"It's a unique opportunity to 
come back to my alma mater," 
Huffman said. 

Huffman went into law because 
the idealism of it appealed tohim, 
as did the opportunity to do so 
many different things with one de
gree, he said. 

Gary Bell, co· chairman of the 
search committee, said as JAG, 
Huffman supelVised approximately 
5,000 lawyers. He has extensive 
leadership capabilities, as well as 
practical experience with legal af
fairs and dealing with Congress. 

Huffman is well spoken and ar
ticulate, with a strong commitment 
to minority recruitment. An area 
Bell hopes Huffman will concen
~rate on. 

"He has all the elements of be
ing a successful dean," he said. 

Former Provost John Bums, who 
made the final decision to hire 
Huffman, said he sUlVeyed th~ law 
faculty, asking to list the five most 
important things in a dean. The 
overwhelming response was to be 
successful in building alumni rela
tions and raiSing money. Because of 
Huffman's strong ties to Tech and 
Lubbock, he emerged as the lead
ing candidate. 

Bums said Huffman will be able 
to get the word out that Tech has a 
good law school, both regionally 
and nationally. He said because of 
Huffman's national reputation he 

should be successful in promoting 
the law school and increasing en
dowments. 

Brian ShannQn, the associate 
dean for academic affairs, said he is 
very excited to have Huffman as 
dean, because of his enthusiasm and 
love for both the university and the 
law school. 

Shannon said he:; expects 
Huffman to be very successful at 
fund raising and attracting students, 
as well as increasing the visibility 
and recognition of the school. 

"The basketball team went out 
and got someone nicknamed The 
General; we went out and got the 
real thing," Shannon said. 

Alex Straatmann, a third year 
law student and president of the 
Student Bar Association, has high 
hopes for Dean Huffman's tenure at 
Tech. 

"It's nice to see that Texas Tech 
is bringing back one of its own," he 
said. ' 

Straatmann would like to see 
Huffman bring nationwide recog
nition to the law school. He said 
that Huffman's contacts, previous 
experience and expertise all point 
to Huffman being the one who can 
bring more recognition to the law 
school. 

He also likes Huffman's open 
door policy and how receptive he 
is to the students. 

"We're at a very pivotal point," 
he said. "We're still a young law 
school but we're ready to burst out 
on the national scene, and I think 
Dean Huffman is the right person 
to lead us in that direction." 

For his part, Huffman is glad to 
be back in Lubbock. He said that 
as much as he enjoyed Washington, 
D.C., he always felt that he'd re-

. turned to American when he came 
to Lubbock. 

"My blood pressure would drop 
about 50 points every time I came 
back to Lubbock," he said. 
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Gen. Walter Huffman, the new dean of the Texas Tech School of Law said he wants to bring more attention to the law school on a state and 
national level. Huffman is a graduate of both the ~niversity and the law school and served as a general in the U.S. Army. He recently resigned as 
Judge Advocate General of the Army to become dean on Aug. I. 




