
New 
GERM WARFARE: 
Course will highlight 
how the United States 
can better prepare for a 
biological attack. 

By Natalie Worthen/Staff Reparter 

A new course teaching law and 
bioterrorism will be available for the 
fall semester at the Texas Tech School 
of Law. 

Victoria Sutton, a professor of law, 
will teach the course. She said it will 
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5 deals with law, bioterrorism 
begin with bioterrorism history and end 
with a paper, not a final exam. 

Sutton 's book, "Law and 
Bioterrorism: Cases and Materials," will 
be used as the casebook for the course. 

Sutton said students approached her 
with the idea of teaching a class about 
law and bioterrorism. 

"Some students came to me and asked 
if I would teach a class based on the book I 
wrote," she said. "I thought about it and 
proposed the idea to the law school faculty 
members, and they accepted the idea." 

The course is scheduled for Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 2:30 to 3:20 p.m. 
Graduate students from the law school 
or other colleges may take the two credit 
hour course. 

"I think it would be beneficial for dis
cussions to have students who aren't from 
the law school to provide different 
angles," she said. 

Sutton said she will include discus
sions on the future of the legal frame
work and its relationship with 
bioterrorism. 

"The course will cover important le
gal subjects that are new situations in the 
United States with bioterrorism threats," 
Sutton said. "The new bioterrorism 
threats don't work well with our frame
work right now." 

Sutton said the national government 
should have a larger role in reacting to 
bioterrorism and prevention aspects. 

"From a legal standpoint, the fed-

eral government doesn't get involved 
unless it's a disaster, and we need to 
change that," she said. "By offering this 
class, we will be alerting new leaders 
to changes we need to address in this 
area of terrorism. There are brand new 
issues that don't fit well within the 
existing legal structure." 

Interim law school dean James 
Eissinger said the course is a good op
portunity. 

"Sutton is well qualified to teach 
the course, and we're glad to have her 
expertise on board," he said. "Students 
will benefit from the exposure to 
bioterrorism issues." 

The purpose of the class will be an 
introduction to legal aspects and poli-

cies of bioterrorism. 
"We will be discussing legal aspects 

that have and will arise," she said. "An
thrax cases will be covered in the course 
concerning postal workers, a study of fed
eral statutes addressing. bioterrorism 
crimes, federal statutes for civil issues 
arising from bioterrorism and interna
tional issues." 

Susan Fortney, a professor of law, said 
students will benefit from coverage on 
legal issues affecting the country, and the 
course will be meaningful because of the 
recent cases involving anthrax. 

"This class will be providing students 
an opportunity to study the topic in-depth, 
will enable them to gain understanding 
beyond media sound bites," Fortney said. 




