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Tech officials approve bioterrorism center 
ENHANCING EDUCATION: Law school plans to 
open a new center studying legal issues, bioterrorism. 

By Michael Castellon/Staff Reporter 

Texas Tech officials have announced plans 
to open a new center that will allow for the 
study of bioterrorism. 

Director of the approved Center for 
Biodefense, Law and Public Policy Victoria 
Sutton said Tech was an ideal location for the 
center. 

"At Texas Tech, we have a lot of different 
disciplines," Sutton said. "We have one of the 
largest variety of disciplines in the state of 

Texas and in the country." 
Sutton said the center will be housed in 

the Tech law school. 
Sutton also serves as a professor in the 

School of Law and has written several publi
cations examining issues in legal policy and 
bioterrorism. She said the need for a center 
that examines such policies is necessary. 

"What the center will do is provide an 
opportunity for interdisciplinary collabora
tion," Sutton said. "We needed a facility that 
can be used to consider legal and policy is-

sues in bioterrorism. The need for such a cen
ter is apparent." 

Sutton said the cen-
ter will include experts 
from the areas of law, 
public policy, mass com
munications, political 
science, microbiology, 
medicine and forensic 
pathology. 

Tech Provost Will
iam Marcy said the cen
ter operates in conjunc
tion with the Tech Uni-

"This really is an outgrowth of the work 
done on the task force this year," he said. 

"This will allow people to exam
ine the areas of legal issues and 
policies regarding various things 
the U.S. might be doing in rela
tion to homeland defense." 

The task foree-was appointed 
by Tech Chancellor DavidSmith 
and President DavidSchmidly in 
Sept. 2001 ih response to the at
tacks on the World Trade Center 
and the Pentagon. 

Sutton said the center will 
versity System Task Force on Antiterrorism serve as a site to host conferences and sympo-
and Public Security. siums related to fields ofbioterrorism. 

"One major event that is currently being 
planned is a legal issues in bioterrorism sym
posium next year," Sutton said. 

Marcy said the center will operate with a 
dialogue between the Tech law school and 
other academic disciplines among the 
university's system. 

"The purpose of the center will also create 
leverage between the law school and other 
academic facilities across campus," Marcy said. 
"This is an academic center that I'm really in
terested in. This is definitely a unique oppor
tunity forTexas Tech." 

Marcy said the center will aid in determin-
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ing how the university can respond 
to the needs of the community, state 
and nation through research and 
education. 

"The center could be asked to do 
a policy study on a state or national 
level," Marcy said. "Considering the 
resources available the center would 
be a logical place to go." 

Marcy said resources available to 
users of the center will include le
gal archives and a collection of 
documents relevant to bioterrorism. 

'There's a research component to 
the center that's different than what 
would go on in a traditionallabora
tory," Marcy said. ''When studying 
bioterrorism people tend to focus on 
the technology and not the legal rami
fications of using that tedmology. 


