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Tech student files lawsuit against administrators 
By Heather Jones/Staff Reporter 

The denial of a s·tudent's request 
to voice his opinion in a non-desig
nated free speech area on campus 
has resulted ill a lawsuit against a 
number of Texas Tech administra
tors. Jason Roberts, a Tech law 
school student, filed a federal law
suit stating the university violated 
his First Amendment right by de-

I 
nying him pennission to voice his 
opinion in a location other than the 
Free Speech Gazebo. 

Interim President Donald 
Haragan, Chancellor David Smith, 
the board of regents, Vice President 
for Student Affairs Michael 
Shonrock and Assistant Director of 
the Center for Campus Life Mary 

Donahue are listed as the defendants several organizations including the 
. individually and in their official ca- Alliance Defense Fund Law Center, 
pacities in the lawsuit. the Liberty Legal Institute, The Loui-

Roberts believes Tech's regula- siana Regional Service Center and 
tions for the board of regents, the his local counsel, Ronnie Agnew. 
operating policy manual and Student . The lawsuit states that on or 
Affairs Handbook all are unconsti- around May 22 Roberts submitted a 
tutional and violate the freedom of Grounds Use Request to the Center 
speech and of the press, the right to for Campus Life, asking Tech pennis
due process and equal protection sion to express "his religious and po
under the law. litical view that 'homosexuality is a 

Liberty Legal Institute's Chief sinful, immoral and unhealthy 
Council, Kelly Shackleford said lifestyle,' and to pass out a leaflet cit
the speech codes need to be ing the Scriptural basis for this view," 
changed, and that is one of the on the comer of 151h Street and 
focuses of the suit. . Akron Avenue near the campus 

"The main thing is to get the cur- bookstore. 
rent speech code changed because it The Student Handbook defines 
is unconstitutional," she said. that before a student can make a 

have to have permission from uni
versity officials. 

Six days later Roberts was denied 
use of university grounds in an e-mail 
from the Center for Campus Life. 

The e-mail from Mary 
Donahue, assistant director for the 
Center for Campus Life, said, "the 
IJse of university grounds is encour
aged for activities which are in
tended to serve or benefit the en
rire university community." . 

The lawsuit states Roberts then 
·ppealed his denial and was given 
.. ennission to speak but only if he 
',"oved across the ·street from the 
,ciginallocation he had chosen. 

"Basically, I thought (I5th and 
:" kron) would be the most effective 

Roberts is being represented by speech on campus gnHlnds, they V.!Ce for me to present my material," 

Roberts said. 
The Speech Code, located in 

the Student Handbook prohibits 
speech that intimidates or humili
ates any person. 

But as was outlined in Roberts 
complaint "the terms 'intimidate' 
and 'humiliate' are not defined by the 
Speech Code, and there are no rules 
or regulations to gUide university of
ficials when detennining whether a 
student's speech is intimidating or 
humiliating." 

From the beginning Roberts 
could have used the Gazebo out
side the campus library to voice his 
opinions without permission from 
school officials. 
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It is stated in the Student Hand
book that this gazebo is designated as 
a free speech area, where students can 
voice their opinions without having 
to ask pennission from the university. 

The lawsuit states that Roberts 
did not want to use the Gazebo be
cause "speech on numerous topics 
would interest andattrad many 
more students than could safely fit 
in the Free Speech Gazebo." 

It also states that, "The small area 
of the Free Speech Gazebo strictly 
limits the ability of students and stu
dent groups to engage in free speech 
at the university." 

Tech General Counsel Pat 
Campbell said changes have been 
made to the free speech area and the 
Speech Code in the Student Hand-

book. He said according to memos 
circulating between Shonrock's of
fice and the grounds use committee 
four more free speech areas wen~ ap- . 
proved on March 26. . 

Smith said the workings of creat
ing these new sites were in progress 
before the lawsuit was filed. · 

"First of all the university was 
working on changing the free speech 
areas," he said. "I do think free speech 
is important, and those meetings oc
curred before the lawsuit was filed." 

Smith said he was unhappy to see 
the lawsuit because Tech had sent let
ters to the Foundation for Individual 
Rights in Education explaining the 
university's plans for free speech afrer . 
FIRE first notified Tech of its stance, 
and FIRE never responded. 

"The bottom line is there was a pro
cess in place to modify our handbook," 
he said. "And they were aware of what 
the university was considering." 

NEWS 
Campbell said he believes the 

lawsuit was filed ,to gamer atten
tion and possibly. moOney . .... 

"If thepeopJe wanted to visit 
with the universityabol;lt our free 
speech areas they wo~ldhave 
done so without filing a lawsuit. 
... I think they just wanted to rrllike 
a splash," he said. 

Shackleford said . this case will 
probably not go to trial. 

"Cases go to trial whe.n the 
facts are In dispute, but here that 
is not the ~," she said. "The law
suit says: here is the code. It is un
constitutional." . ' 

Roberts wants the speech 
policy changed in order to protect 
his and other student's rights. 

"I do not mean the university 
any grief or to make them lookstu
pid," he said. "I hope to ensure the 
free speech rights of all students ' 
on campus." 




