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Class offers law students real .. world courtroom experience 
By Heidi Toth/StaJf Reporter 

Anita Royal is moving law stuc 
dents from the classroom to the 
courtroom. 

Royal, an attorney and professor 
of law from Tucson, Ariz. , was hired 
this year to teach the second-year 
Criminal Prosecution Clinic, said 
Frank Ramos, manager financial and 
administrative services for the TexllS 
Tech School of Law. 

The Criminal Prosecution Clinic 
that Royal is teaching is one of three 
hands-on clinics the law school of
fers to third-year students to better 
prepare them for the practice oflaw, 
Ramos said. 

The clinic, which Tim Floyd 
taught in its pilot year, is an oppor
tunity for students to take a course 
lhat moves them away from the 

classroom, he said. 
Royal, who taught at the law 

school over the sumII).er, said her 
vision of the Criminal Prosecution 
Clinic is to make it a good opportu
nity to provide skills, training and a 
practical experience to law students. 

"The goal of clinical education 
is the integration of knowledge and 
practice," she said 

She said she strongly emphasizes 
ethics and profess ionalism; as well 
as demonstrating effective advocacy 
to her students. 

Royal said the students will work 
on three types of cases throughout 
the semester. 

Most of the cases will be misde
meanors, a crime with a maximum 
penalty of six months in jail. Com
mon misdemeanors include shoplift
ing, driving under the influence and 

public intoxication, she said. 
Other cases will involve domes

tic violence and juvenile justice, 
Royal said. The students work in col
laboration with the Lubbock Coun
try district attorney's office. 

Elma Moreno, the office manager 
and legal assistant for the clinical 
program, said the eight students who 
take the class work closely with the 
district attorney's office and handle 
all aspects of the prosecution. 

"They really are the ones who 
present the case," Moreno said. 

The purpose of the clinic, she 
said, is to help students become more 
effective trial lawyers, adding that 
some of the students who partici
pated in the clinic last year got jobs 
at other district a'torney's offices 
throughout the state. 

Students are expected to attend 

class once a week, read case law, keep 
a journal of experiences, and do a 
certain amount of court observation. 
Individual conferences with the pro
fessor are also done as needed, 
Moreno said. 

She also said the students 
handled bench and jury trials, mo
tion hearings, probation revocation 
hearings and detention hearings. 

They also assisted lawyers in the 
district attorney's office with other 
office work. The entire clinical pro
gram, consisting of the Criminal 
Prosecution Clinic, the Civil Clinic 
and the Low Income Tax Clinic, has 
new housing, Moreno said. The law 
school recently finished renovating 
the southwest comer of the build
ing, and a vestibule is currently un
der construction. 

The new area includes offices for 

four professors, several student inter
view rooms, a reception and lobby 
area and a conference room, which 
will be equipped with the latest 
video conferencing technology, 
Ramos said. 

Royal, who graduared from the 
University of Arizona College of 
Law, has done civil and criminalliti-

gation since 1983, according to her 
resume. She worked as a public de
fender for five years and then moved 
on to private practice. 

Prior to accepting the job at 
Tech, she worked as the Pima 
County Public Fiduciary and as 
Judge Pro Tempore for the Pima 
County Juvenile Coun. 




