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Law school dean formally steps down 
A CHANGE OF VENUE: Newton 
resigns to work for charity after 
more than 16 years at his post. 

By Jeff Stoughton/Staff Reporter 

Several Texas Tech law students were surprised Thurs
day when they received a letter annOlll1cing the resigna
tion of the dean of their school. 

W. Frank Newton resigned his position as dean of 
Tech's School of Law effective Dec. 3l. 

Newton said he is leaving the school during a success
ful time. He mentioned the diversity and quality of the 
faculty as one of his accomplishments. 

"They're an amazing and talented group," he said. 

The school has 18 percent minority faculty, and 26 
percent of the faculty is women. 

Newton also mentioned the improvements made to 
the law library the school's building. He said the school 
has more computers in its library than any other law school 
in the nation. 

Newton said he is proud of the performance of the law 
students at Tech because they were among the only stu
dents in the nation who accomplished a 100 percent pas
sage rate of the bar examination. 

"I'm particularly proud of how the students have per
formed," he said. 

Newton said he would miss working with students on 
a daily basis. During his tenure as dean of the school, he 
continued to teach classes. ' 

"The best part of legal education is the work I do with 
my students," he said. "It will be very hard taking a job 

where I have no contact with students." 
Newton notified students of his resignation by distrib

uting a letter Thursday. 
"During my 16 1/2 years of service as dean, I have been 

privileged to participate in a series of bracing changes af
fecting the faculty, students, facilities, programs, outcomes 
and partnerships of the Texas Tech School of Law," he 
wrote in the letter. 

David DeFoore, a third-year law student from Anson, 
said Newton is friendly and regularly invited the entire 
600-member school to his home for parties to welcome 
new students. 

"He was part of the reason I came. here," DeFoore said. 
Brent Sykora, a first-year law student from Loreno, said 

he was surprised when he learned Newton was resigning. 
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"I didn't even know he was thinking 
about it," he said. 

Newton is leaving the law school to 

become the executive director of the 
Class Settlement Charity Foundation, 
which distributes computers to low-in-
come students. ' 

"The goal of this foundation is to 
make sure there is not a digital divide 
based on their parents' income," he 
said. 

The foundation ' is funded by un
claimed benefits from a laws uit 
against Toshiba. Newton said he 
hopes the trend of using unclaimed 
money" from lawsuits for public ben
efit increases. 

Newton began his tenure as dean 
of the school in 1985. He previously 
was a professor at Baylor School of 
Law. 


