
School of Law 
remains ranked 

bottom tier • m 
By Natalie Worthen/Staff Reporter 

Despite efforts to improve its ranking in the US . News 
and World Report's law school rankings, 'the Texas Tech 
School of Law remains in the fourth tier on the list. 

The school dropped from the third tier to the fourth in 
April 2001. 

Students and faculty members said they find the new 
rankings of the law school unjust. 

Reagan Smith, a first-year law student from Beaumont, 
said the magazine's rankings do not affect his perception of 
the Tech School of Law. 

"I think in large part the decrease in our ranking has to 
do with us being in a smaller market," he said. "They un
fairly compare us to schools like University of Texas who 
has a larger market." 

Smith said Tech, is one of the state's most reputable 
schools, judging by bar exam scores and producing succesS
fullitigates. He said he sees no reason why the school has 
not moved up in rank. 

"Our administration is doing what they can in areas 
that are important to students," he said. "The report is just 
numbers, and that won't tell you how successful you will 
be when you leave law schoo!." 

Smith said he knew what the Tech law school had to 

offer and was impressed. 
"You can't put a value on how well a law school is at 

producing qualified students," he said. "A law school is only 
worth if it you can pass the bar exam, and Tech does that." 

Pat Grey, a first-year law student from Wink, said he 
disagreed with the ra,nkings. 

"The U.S. News and World Report did not come sit and 
watch on one of our classes to see how we are being taught 
and the relationships between the students and faculty," 
he said. 

Bryan Camp, an associate law professor, said the rankings 
could hurt the credibility of the schoo!. 

"It could hurt us with prospective students considering 
Tech's law school; it could hurt those applying for jobs af
ter law school, as well as those in the field," he said. "It 
very well could hurt our credibility." 

Camp said the public looks to US . News and World 
Report to provide information on law schools, even though 
some law schools have questioned the validity of the 
rankings. ' 

"I call th~ report a beauty contest," he said. "The 
rankings are made up 25 percent of other Schools' opin-
ions." 

Camp said reports are sent to·the dean and two faculty' 
members of all the 184 law schools in the United States. 

''Not every dean or faculty member responds," he said. 
"Only people that care about participating will participate; 
people tend to voice complaints more than compliments." 

Camp said the US. News and World Report admited to 
being self-selective and understands their shortcomings. 

"A lot of stuff goes into a law school that isn't reflected 
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in the U .S.," he' said.' "What hurts our 
standings are our low resources." 

Camp said the report considers national 
names and schools with a large alumni base. 
LSAT scores also are considered. 

"If students see Tech as low on the 
totem pole, we will have a smaller 
amount of applicants and our require-

ments of student grade point averages 
will be affected," he said. 

Camp said the important thing to 
consider abOut the 'nin'kings is the "evils 
of the curve." 

"There are 180 out of 184 law schools 
worth attending," he said. "Someone has 
to be last." 

Camp said the difference between the 
top and the bottom of the list is small, 
and the report does not identify the de
grees on the differences of the rankings. 

"If certain factors are altered, it makes 


