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Law school dean positive about ranking 
By MEUSSA GUEST 

STAEF WRITER 

Texas Tech School of Law Dean Frank 
Newton said he expects the school will be 
back in the third tier next year. 

The law school was dropped to the 
fourth tier this spring, according to an ar
ticle published in the U.S. News and World 
Report, which also listed the school as hav
ing the worst student-faculty ratio of any 
law school in the country. 

. "We can't afford to be dead last,:' he said. 
Another shortcoming listed in the most 

recent rankings, Newton said, was the lack 
of fimding for the law school library. 

In response, the law school has commi t-

ted to a program, 
which will add $1 mil
lion to the library bud
get over the next five 
years. 

"In library expen
ditures, we weren't last 
in the country, but we 
were last in the Big 12 
and in the state of 
Texas. Our library is 
very important and 

we can't afford to under f1md," Newton said. 
With the addition of four new professors, 

Tech law school will improve their student 
to faculty ratio, which was ranked last out' 
of 185 law schools. 

Newton said he expects the addition of 
the professors will bring the school into the 
inid-range. 

"With a small school it doesn't take a great 
deal of change in numbers to have a big 
change in student/faculty ratios," he said. 
"However, we are very anxious on the impact 
itwill have on the rankings, including that of 
u.s. News and World Report." 

The professors, some of which will Start 
as early as Summer. II, will provide specific 
J:ourse offerings, expertise and depth to the 
school, Newton said . 

"The richness of these faculty bring with 
them expertise and credentials on the one 
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hand, and diversity on the other," 
he said. "They will provide us with 
a fuller, richer and better program 
for our students." 

Bryan Camp will begin teach
ing basic federal income tax next 
session and said in spite of the re
cent rankings, he chose Texas 
Tech because of its established 
reputation. 

"I was very impressed with the 
faculty and the fact that it's a well 
established school with good op~ 
portunities to pursue many areas 
of interest and research," he said. 

Camp said although the 
fourth-tier ranking is _~ cause of 
concern; he did not believe it was 
indicative of the student-faculty 
relationshlps at Tech. 

"The number may be a higher 
ratio, but the availability of profes
sors is great or greater than other 
institutions, and availability is 
what counts," Camp said. 

Lisa Gray, a second year, law 
student from Midland agreed that 
the report did not accurately por
tray the students or faculty at 
Tech. 

"I think that there was a super
ficial analysis in the U.S. News and 
World Report methodology about 
why we should be placed in the 
fourth tier," Gray said. "It didn't 
speak to the quality of the profes
sorsor the quality of the stu
dents." 

Gray said one factor in the poor 
student-to-faculty ratio may have 
been the acceptance of so-many 
more qualified people than antici
pated. 

"More professors will enable 
the law school to give more ad
vanced specialized classes, and in 
this era of specialization of law
yers, it enables the law students to 
sample in law-school the various 
areas oflaw they maywantto spe
cialize in," she said. "Specializa
tion in the legal field often equates 
to higher salaries and more inter
esting careers." 

In addition to better availabil
ity, the diversity of the new pro
fessors would help not only the 
students but also the reputation of 
the law school, Gray said: _ 

"Tech has a stated goal in di
versifying their student body. 
Adding professors in a variety of 
areas will appeal to a more diverse 
body and help us to achieve sta
tus as a higher profIle school that 
appeals to a diversified body." 

The other new professors in
clude Vaughn James, Frank Lopez, 
and Larry Spain. 


