
Search for Newton's 
replacement slowed 
by absent Schmidly 

By Jeff Stoughton/Staff Reporrer 

With the dean of the Texas Tech 
School of Law, Frank Newton, an
nouncing his retirement last week, 
the process of finding a new dean is 
beginning to take small strides. 

Ronald Phillips, assistant to Tech 
President David Schrri.idly, said an of
ficial search has not begun because 
Schmidly has been out of town since 
Newton's announcement. He said a 
search committee, with input from 
the Tech Board of Regents. will make 
the decision. 

Provost John Burns said he re
cently sent a letter to the school's fac
ulty to ask for candidates for an in
terim dean. He said he hopes to re
ceive input on the matter before 
Thanksgiving. Burns said Tech likely 
will conduct a nationwide search for 
a new dean for the school. 

Tim Floyd, a professor at the 
school, said Newton has been instru
mental in shaping the school in to 
what it is today. 

"Half the history of this law school 
is with Frank Newton," he said. "He 
is a large part of what the law school 
is today." 

Newton served as dean of the 
school for 16 years before he an
nounced his resignation Nov. 8. He 
also served as the president of the 
Texas Bar Association. He will for-

mally step down 
Dec. 31. 

Floyd said 
Newton has at
tracted a diverse 
and talented stu
dent body with a 
generous schol
arship program. 

J 0 r g e 
Ramirez, a pro

fessor at the school, said Newton's repu
tation in the state and around the na
tion was beneficial to the school as a 
whole. 

"It will be difficult to find someone 
to fill the void he will leave," he said. 
"However, I'm confident that we will 
have superior candidates apply." 

Ramirez said part of Newton's legacy 
is the high passage rates of the bar exam 
by Tech law students. 

Newton supported the Summer Law 
Institute, where Tech law students study 
international law with judges and pro
fessors in Mexico. Ramirez said Newton's 
focus on international law was of great 
benefit to the school. 

"It's absolutely 'critical for law schools 
around Texas to have an international 
program," he said. 

Floyd said he hopes the new dean of 
the school will reach out to judges and 
attorneys across the state and nation and 
will be committed to increasing the qual
ity and diversity of the student body. 




