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I hope you realize that lawyers 
don't have time for this stuff."
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Notes from the Director

The Law Library and IT 
Your Greatest Law School Resources

On behalf o f the entire Law 
Library and IT staffs, I would 
like to extend a warm and hearty 
welcome to the 2004/2005 enter
ing class and to all of the return
ing students. Although this issue 
is mostly geared towards the 
entering students, I hope that 
returning students will also find 
it useful. This newsletter con
tains articles written by various 
members of the library and IT 
staffs and is intended to help you 
succeed in law school and use 
the law library.

Remember that while in law 
school the libraiy and IT staffs 
are here to help you succeed. For 
first year students we can be a 
backup to your legal research

instructors. We are always 
available to help you figure out 
how to use the various re
search tools covered in your 
classes. For upper division 
students writing a directed 
research paper, we can help 
you evaluate the different re
search resources, and offer 
various other suggestions.

In the same light, our staffs are 
available to help you use the 
full array of library and IT 
resources, answer directional 
questions (e.g., Where is the 
CJS located in the libraiy, how 
do I get to West Hall, DMV, 
city hall), and explain library 
and IT policies. Do not hesitate 
to consult one of our helpful

staff members, no matter the 
question.

To minimize disruption, we try to 
schedule most major projects 
during the summer months. How
ever, we are often unable to com
plete them due to circumstances 
beyond our control. This aca
demic year is no exception; we 
have several projects that will 
spill over into the fall semester.
A few of these projects include 
installation o f electrical power 
and network access at every ta
ble, replacement o f all library 
tables, placement o f lounge seat
ing at selective locations through
out the library, as well as several

(Continued on page 2)

Recent Changes to the Law Library Staff

By Robert Hu
Associate Director

Since the fall of 2003, the library has brought 
in some new faces to the staff due to depar
tures by several staff members, including 
Neal Douglas, Mary Fleming, Kathy 
Lamothe, and Sharon Scott. Here is some 
information about who these newcomers are 
and what they do. We invite you all to come 
meet them and ask them for assistance when 
needed.

Teresa Conaway joined the Law Library 
as an Access Services Librarian in April 
2004. She is responsible for overall supervi
sion of circulation, reserves, and interlibrary 
loan service. She works on reference and 
instruction as well.

Terry earned her J.D. from the Dickinson 
School of Law in Pennsylvania, an MLA.Ed.

from Virginia Tech, and her M.S. in Informa
tion Sciences from the University of Tennes- 
see-Knoxville. Before coming to Tech Law, 
she was employed by University of Nebraska 
College of Law as an Assistant Professor and 
Reference/Electronic Resources Librarian. 
Before that, she was a college professor and 
practiced law in Maryland.

Terry’s office is in Room 126A. Her 
phone extension is 353, and her Email is: 
terrv.conawav@ttu.edu

Andrew Escud£ came to us as a Senior . 
Cataloger in March 2004. He is responsible 
for original and complex cataloging and clas
sification work as well as other duties in Tech
nical Services.

A ndrew  received both his B.A. and M .L.S. 
degrees from Louisiana State University. Before

(continued on page 3)
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Law School Resources Updating and Securing Your Computer

(Continued from page 1)

other projects. We are very mindful of 
your study requirements, please be 
assured we will try to minimize all 
disruption to the extent possible. In 
the end, we think that these improve
ments will benefit you, our students.

Once again, welcome anew or wel
come back. My best wishes for an 
outstanding and successful school 
year.

Sincerely,
Arturo Torres
Associate Dean for Library and IT & 
Professor

To update your computer with the latest service packs and security updates, connect to the inter
net and eo to httr>://www. windowsuDdate.com.

Welcome to Windows Update
Get the latest updates available for your computer’s operating system, software, and hardware. 
Windows Update scans your computer and provides you with a selection of updates tailored just 
for you.

Q B J scan  for u p d a te s^ .........  t0 foeejn the undatine Drocess.

Look for Critical Updates and Service Packs. If the number is (0) then you are up-to-date and 
need not go any further. If  there are 1 or more Critical Updates select this option to proceed.

Note: Windows Update does not collect any form of personally identifiable information from 
your computer. Read our privacy statement.

Your computer will now be scanned for the appropriate updates. When the scan is complete, you 
will be notified if any critical updates and service packs are required.

When you select the Critical Updates and Service Packs option, a list of critical updates should 
already be selected. Click on Preview and install updates to install all available updates.

Note: Some critical updates must be installed separately from others. If this is the case, you will 
receive a notice that only certain updates will be installed. After these updates are installed, be 
sure to revisit the update site and repeat the above process to install the remaining updates.
Dan Dean
Inform ation Technology M anager

Sharon’s Magical Mystery lour

Sharon Blackburn
Head of Reference and Instruction

At the American Association of Law 
Libraries (AALL) meeting in Boston July 
10-14, your intrepid law librarian Sharon 
Blackburn attended a number of pro
grams, including measuring quality ser
vice, designing posters, comparing web 
translation software, and learning about 
the impact o f the USA PATRIOT act on 
libraries. I also participated in four com
mittee meetings, worked at the booth 
promoting . , San Antonio as 
AALL’s 2005 venue, 
toured the exhibit halls 
(new stuff on Lexis and 
West- vtjjgiip law!), and net
worked (okay, gos
siped) with my colleagues. Plus, I gave 
two presentations.

On Saturday morning I spoke to 
around 20 new leaders o f regional AALL 
chapters about how to find and keep good 
speakers. I offered them tips on using 
local speaker resources as well as speaker 
bureaus. I gave them a timeline and ad
vice on contacting speakers. I also cov
ered speaker contracts and the little things 
a group can do to make a speaker’s job 
easier. In a break-out session, I covered 
evaluating chapter meetings and speakers.

On late Monday afternoon, I co
presented with a Texas Tech Law School 
alum, Amy Hale-Janeke, who works as 
Outreach Librarian at the San Diego 
County Law Library. Amy and I packed 
in over 300 law librarians with the pro
gram “Negotiating with the Bizarre: 
Strange Questions at the Reference
Desk.” (Continued on page 4)

mm
Are you prepared for it?

Tips from TTU Law Professors and Law L ibrarians

In the essay question, always answer the question asked. Someone worked hard to write 
that question and wants you to acknowledge its existence, not just dump on paper what you 
know about that area of the law. Look over your answer and ask yourself, “have 1 answered 
the question asked?” Jennifer S. Bard

Allow yourself sufficient time for answering, of course, but allow time for adequate analysis 
as well. Dan Benson

Remember, this is the last test you will ever take in your life. It’s  worth an all out study effort. 
Bill Casto

Don’t try to make the problems more complicated than they are. Just look'for the issues that 
pop out at you and write about them. Terry Conaway

Be professional and be on time. Gabriel Eckstein

Set a daily, rigorous study regimen and stick to it. Calvin Lewis

Studying, preparation, and faithful attendance at a bar review course should be your only 
Job during the bar study time. Brian Shannon

CO M M AN D M ENT  #1: Thou shall not take the bar exam before you graduate.
Larry Cunningham
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From the Circulation Desk

Books You D idn’t Know  
You Needed

By Terry Conaway 
Access Services Librarian

Wouldn’t it be great if there were books 
that lead you through the steps necessary to 
determine whether particular facts give rise 
to a cause of action and how to prove the 
facts in court that are essential to that cause 
of action? Wouldn’t it be fabulous if they 
also provided you with checklists and with 
sample pleadings, model discovery forms, 
research references, legal and technical 
background, artwork and illustrations, and 
then topped it all off with sample direct and 
cross-examinations?

Good news! Such books al- 
l - y - l  ready exist and are available in 

JL  the TTU law library. American 
|  G O  Jurisprudence Proof of Facts

and West’s (formerly
Shepard’s) Causes of Action are 

the stuff lawyers’ dreams are made of.
They are like ALRs with lots of practical 
material added.

Causes of Action focuses more on prelimi
nary matters such as determining whether 
your facts satisfy the elements of a cause of 
action and then drafting an appropriate 
complaint. Proof of Facts focuses more on 
discovery and trial matters, though it also 
contains checklists and addresses the ele
ments o f a cause of action.

Each volume of POF and CoA contains 
several articles on topic of interest to prac
ticing attorneys. For example, the most 
recent volumes (as of July 2004) contain 
these articles. POF: Offer and Acceptance 
of Dedication of Land to Public Use, Injury 
Resulting from Defects in Child Safety 
Seats, Mistake Warranting Reformation or 
Cancellation of Lease of Real Property, 
Claim Involving Stolen Art or Antiquities; 
CoA: Former Domestic Partner to Pay 
Child Support, Wrongful Birth or Wrongful 
Life, Claim Transferred to Multidistrict 
Litigation, and Negligent Entrustment of 
Motor Vehicle.

POF and CoA are shelved with the treatises 
in the basement. Their calls numbers are: 
CoA: KF 8863 .S53 
POF: KF 8933 .A43

There are multiple series of each, and each 
series has an index. You will also find 
references to POF and PoA in various West 
resources.

TexTTech

We Want To H elp You!

By Barbara McCormick 
Circulation Supervisor

The Circulation Desk of the Texas Tech 
Law Library is located in the lobby 
immediately after entering the library.

Please stop by and say hello and let us get to 
know you. The circulation staff and the 
entire library staff are here to help you with 
any concerns, questions, problems or infor
mation you would like to know or ask 
concerning the library and the technology 
which is available to each of you.
If the circulation staff is unable to help you, 
we will find someone who can.

The circulation/ reserve area includes per
manent reserve books including the latest 
editions of hornbooks, nutshells, form 
books, tax materials, the Texas Litigation 
Guide, Criminal Practice Guide, Texas Fam
ily Law, study aids and other treaties that 
are high use items. These are a 4-hr. check
out.

Class reserves (books or materials placed on 
temporary reserve by a professor for a spe
cific class) are also located at the Circulation 
Desk. These materials may be checked out 
for 4-hrs.

Also available for student checkout at the 
Circulation D esk:
Laptops (5-day checkout)
Video cameras (4-hr checkout)
Cassette player (24 hr. checkout)
Tapes, cd’s .videos and flash cards (24 hr. 
checkout)
Popular Culture DVDs (Movies with a legal 
theme) (3-day checkout).

Our goal is to make your visits to the library 
pleasant experiences.
WE LOVE TO HELP YOU!
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New Faces
(continued from page 1)

coming to Tech, he was the Technical Services 
Coordinator at the Dallas County Law Library, 
a cataloger at the University o f Texas School of 
Law, and tried to get rich quick in the Internet 
industry.

Andrew’s office is located in Room 127D. 
His phone extension is 290. His Email is: An
drew. escude@ttu. edu.

Pradeep Frederick joined the Law Library 
as a Senior Prorammer/Analyst in March 2004. 
His job duties include implementing and main
taining the law school website, conducting pro
gram analysis and changes, and carrying out 
other IT projects.

Pradeep earned a Bachelor o f Technology 
degree from India and a Master o f Information 
Systems Management from Texas Tech Univer
sity. He had held positions in industry before 
joining our library.

Pradeep’s office is located in Room 223.
His phone extension is 350. His Email is: 
Pradeep.frederick@ttu.edu.

Sonia H errera came on board as a Refer
ence/Instructional Assistant in June 2004. Her 
responsibilities include helping the librarians 
with research and reference projects, maintain
ing library displays, and producing/retaining 
library signage.

Sonia worked at the Lubbock City/County 
Library as a Children’s/Reference Librarian 
before coming to Tech. She is also a part-time 
student working towards a degree in Multidisci
plinary Studies/Teaching Certification through 
the College of Education.

Sonia’s office is located in Room 127. Her 
phone extension is 230. Her Email is: 
sonia.herrera@ttu. edu.

Interlibrary Loan Service Available
By Gail Threet 
Circulation Assistant
Do you need a book the library doesn’t carry, or an article you can’t fmd on WestLaw/Lexis 
or online? I f  so, use the library’s Interlibrary Loan (ILL) service to get the sources you need. 
We belong to a network o f university and college libraries that lend books or send copies of 
articles to each other, usually at no charge. You can pick up a form at the circulation desk to 
request a book or article from another library. M ost requests are filled w ithin a week. I f  
you have questions or w ant further inform ation on ILL, ask at the circulation desk.

“It is wise to outline the topics and exercises that you do each day.” 
Susan Fortney
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National Hispanic Heritage Month
Celebrate National Hispanic Heritage M onth 

September 15 to  October 15!

By Sonia H errera/A rturo Torres

Hola! In recognition of the contributions Hispanic people have made to the United States, in 
1968 Congress created National Hispanic Week. Twenty years later, in 1988 Public Law 100- 
402 expanded the weeklong celebration to 31 days, from September 15 to October 15, and 
labeling it National Hispanic Heritage Month. This period was chosen because it corresponds 
to the time many Latin American countries celebrate their days of independence.

According to the latest census figures, there are 37.4 million Hispanics or Latinos in the 
United States. Hispanics trace their heritage to the indigenous peoples and the Spanish and 
Portuguese explorers. Hispanic influences in the US have been enduring and diverse. They 
continue to contribute rich and permanent traditions in the US by way of culture, foods, music, 
festivals, religion, history, literature, and language. Hasta la Proxima!

Test your knowledge of Hispanic culture by matching the following.

Hispanic Trivia

1. Spanish Pastry

2. First Hispanic to serve as a member 

of U.S. congress.

3. Diego Rivera’s mural was removed from what

city in the U.S.?

4. Power-rhythmic salsa vocalist.

5. First Hispanic to work as a double agent 

for the U.S. Secret Service.

6. City accounted for 10% of Hispanic population.

7. First Hispanic to receive a Ph.D from Harvard.

8. Founders o f “Nuevo Latino Cuisine”.

9. Music award winner o f two-language category.

10. First Hispanic woman astronaut.

Answers: 1-G,2-D,3-J,4-E,5-C,6-H,7-F,8-I,9-B,10-A

A. Ellen Ochoa

B. Jose Feliciano

C. Loreta J. Velazquez

D. Joseph M. Hernandez

E. Celia Cruz

F. George Santayana

G. Churro

H. Sacremento

I. Mambo Gang 

J. New York Cily

Mystery Zour
(Continued from page 2)
These are some of the actual strange questions yours truly has received in her 20+ years at the 
reference desk: “Have you ever been dead?” (it took a while to get the information, but the 
asker’s uncle had been pronounced dead, then later revived, and the asker couldn’t understand 
why the uncle’s will had not kicked in and given the asker his inheritance); “How can I sue 
Satan?” (the asker had been under spiritual attack, had gotten no satisfaction with other ave
nues, so figured an attorney was the best way to make the Prince of Darkness back off); and 
“President Franklin Roosevelt signed an Executive Order giving my grandfather his inheri
tance, but all o f my relatives stole the money. What do I do?” (well, we never did find that 
Executive Order, but I did get to listen to other interesting events in this young man’s life, 
including meeting Joseph Stalin, Mao Tse Tung, and Marilyn Monroe). Amy and I talked 
about how librarians should handle questions from individuals who are more than likely not 
operating with all faculties: with respect, with kindness, with a straight face, and with some 
creativity and willingness to step momentarily into an alternate legal universe. We had ‘em 
laughing, but we also had ‘em leaving knowing that they’re not alone in getting “Strange 
Questions

The G ist O f  The Project

By Christy Ryan
Head of Technical Services &
Collection Development

The Law Library is in the middle of a minor 
shift in the collection. The shift involves both 
primary and secondary state materials. There 
are three separate tasks involved with this pro
ject:

We are classifying (adding call numbers to) our 
primary state materials. Classifying the primary 
source materials will make it easier for users to 
locate materials in the collection as they will 
eventually be in call number order on the 
shelves. As of July 20, 2004, we have classed 
Alabama-New Jersey.

Our States Collection will now occupy the en
tire East wing on the second floor. Previously 
the State Collection used only half the space 
and shared the space with our small foreign 
collection. The foreign materials have been 
moved to the West wing o f the second floor.
We have started our State Collection with Ala
bama on the left-hand side of the East wing of 
the second floor. As of July 20, 2004, Alabama 
through New Jersey have been moved to the left 
side of the East wing o f the second floor.

As we shift the State Collection, we are incor
porating state secondary sources into the collec
tion as well. This part o f the project entails 
bringing up state treatises 
from the lower level base
ment to the second floor. In 
addition to just physically 
moving the volumes, we also 
have to change locations in 
our online catalog, IRIS, so 
that users will know the 
correct floor and location of 
the titles they retrieve using the catalog. This 
part of the project will begin in August.

Once we have moved the state secondary 
sources to the second floor, we will have more 
room in the lower level basement to put some of 
our major loose-leaf treatise sets (that currently 
reside on Reserve) downstairs in order to make 
it easier for patrons to use the treatises much 
more efficiently and effectively.

Questions and/or comments concerning this 
shift can be directed to Christy Ryan, Head of 
Technical Services & Collection Development.

“Make sure you allocate your time so that you 
finish the exam, especially the multi-state 
portion." Jarod Gonzalez


