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C ircu la tion  D esk 
H ours

M-Th:7:30am-12am 
Fri: 7:30am-7pm 
Sat: 9am-7pm 
Sun: 10am-12am

Reference Desk 
Hours

(January 10- April 29)

M-Fri: 9am-5pm
or by appointment

Computer 
Support Hours

M -T h : 8am-7pm 
Fri: 8am-5pm

Saturday/Sunday
Closed

On call emergencies 
806 742-3990 x318  or 

computersupportlaw 
a ttu.edu

SPRING
SEM ESTER
CALENDAR

January 10
Classes begin

January 21
MLK Day Holiday

February 26-28 
Texas Bar Fxam

M arch 9-17
Spring Break

A p ril 29
Last Day o f  Class

May 3-14
Final exams

May 17
Dual Degree 

Commencement

•  M ay 18
Hooding Ceremony

A Note from the Associate Dean
Food and Drink Now Allowed in the Law Library

Balancing the comfort o f  the Law 
Library' users with the need to protect 
collections and resources from dam
age can be challenging: food and 
beverages can stain books and car
pets, and encourage rodents and other 
pests. However, the Law Library' 
understands that the availability o f 
food and beverages can make studying more comfortable. 
As such, in addition to the current policy, which allows 
non-alcoholic drinks in acceptable spill resistant contain
ers, we have implemented a new policy that permits food 
in the Law Library as well.
Please be mindful that noisy and smelly foods are not 
appreciated by others studying and working in the Law 
Library, and soiled tables and chairs are offensive to all. 
so help us maintain an attractive library environment by 
observing these guidelines:

•  When possible, consume all food items.

•  Promptly wipe down tables, clean up and dispose of 
all food, recyclable containers, and other trash items 
in the appropriate receptacles. These receptacles are 
located outside the carrels on every floor o f the Law

Library.

•  Please do not dispose o f food items in the carrel 
trashcans, as they are not emptied daily.

•  Delivery o f  food to the Law Library is prohibited.

•  Unattended food and/or beverages are subject to 
being disposed o f by library staff.

•  Please attach snap-on or screw top lids securely to 
drink containers.

•  Food and beverages are still prohibited in all com
puter labs and public access computers to protect 
equipment.

•  Clean up any spills or food accidents right away— if 
additional assistance is needed, contact Law Library 
staff at any desk.

This food policy will be monitored 
over the course o f  the 2013 spring 
semester and may be modified or 
revoked at any time, if  necessary.

Regards,
A r t u r o  T o r r e s

Associate Dean fo r  Library and 
Information Technology and 
Professor o f  Law

A New, Familiar Face
Uwe Beltz, Associate Director fo r  Law Library and Information Technology

Spotlight on David Kelly
You no doubt have seen or met 
David Kelly at the Circulation 
Desk, where he helps with a 
number o f  circulation activities, 
including carrel keys and library 
checkouts.

David has been consistently rec
ognized for his quality work, customer service ethic, and 
can-do attitude. While his duties at the Circulation Desk 
are ever apparent, he also works frequently behind the 
scenes on various projects with students, student organi
zations, and library administrators, to name a few. David 
outshines many with his superior skills in Excel format
ting and related ability to analyze data. He has also been 
working on his MBA degree through Kaplan’s online 
program, which has no doubt contributed to these skills. 
He plans to complete his degree this summer, upon com
pletion o f  his Thesis.

D avid's solid knowledge o f the Law Library resources 
gained from almost 12 years o f  employment, and supple
mented by his Graduate work on his MBA has afforded 
him the opportunity to be ever more helpful to our stu
dents, faculty, and staff. Utilizing his MBA knowledge, 
skills and abilities, as well as his extensive Law Library 
knowledge, he will now be dividing his work time by also 
assisting at the Reference Desk— so don 't be surprised if 
you see him there too! In addition to his new Reference 
Desk duties, he will be assisting Law Librarians by edit
ing research guides and promoting and marketing Law 
Library' services.

When you see him this semester at the Reference Desk, 
feel free to stop by and say hello and obtain his help with 
your research related projects. Like all members o f  the 
Law Library' team, David has. and continues to, exempli
fy the strong characteristics o f  Leadership. Innovation, 
Service and Teamwork, both professionally and personal

ly.
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What's to know about Legislative History?
Law Library hosting classes fo r Legal Practice students

The Law Librarians at Texas Tech University are 
teaching a class on legislative history research to 
Legal Practice students in February. Legislative his
tory refers to the documents that are created by Con
gress or a state legislature while a bill is being con
sidered for passage into law. Researchers may inves
tigate the legislative history o f a law to try to deter
mine the intent o f  the legislature in passing it. How
ever, the concept o f conducting legislative history 
research has its detractors. Some scholars believe it is 

difficult to know with certainty what lawmakers intended in passing a 
law by looking at legislative history publications. These documents may 
not explicitly state the law 's purpose. In addition, either party to a suit 
may find a way to use the legislative record to argue that the law sup
ports their position. Opponents o f the legislative history approach might 
argue that readers o f the law instead should rely on the words o f  the stat
ute to determine how the law applies to various fact patterns. Still, legis
lative documents may have analysis and commentary about pending 
bills. In addition, statutory language can be vague. As such, legislative 
history research continues.

In the class, Legal Practice students will learn about sources for conduct
ing this type o f  research. They will understand the basic steps for begin
ning legislative history work, including locating public law' and bill num
bers. The students will have the opportunity to find legislative history 
documents and share with fellow students their opinions o f the source 
they used for the research. Teachers will reinforce the point that the most 
useful documents for investigating legislative intent are generally com
mittee reports, debates (or statements made on the floor o f the House or 
Senate), hearings, and the text o f bills and amended bills. By attending 
the class, Legal Practice students will expand their knowledge o f  the 
legislative process and the related documents which attorneys sometimes 
rely on in analyzing statutes.

Each fifty minute class is limited to sixteen students and requires ad
vance registration. To register for the class, Legal Practice students
should use this link. htln://eourscreuistration.law.ttu.edu.

Elizabeth Caulfield
Reference and Instruction Librarian

Make your Resume a Winner 
with a Certificate o f Excellence in Legal Research
Second Semester IL’s are eligible

Quiet Please...
Addressing the noise in the Law Library'
Many students come to the Law Library for a quiet 
place to work, and for many, the Law Library is the 
only quiet place they can work. The open architec
ture and availability o f  convenient, comfortable 
space encourages many to study in the Law Library. As a courtesy to 
your fellow classmates, please keep in mind the following guidelines 
when using the Law Library:

•  Above all, please show respect for the needs o f others and keep 
your voice down while entering, using or exiting the Law Library. 
Law Library users should adjust their behavior to minimize noise 
problems. People need to be aware o f their talking and respect 
each other's need for quiet. Remember the stairwell and elevator 
area are also part o f the Law Library and noise should be at a 
minimum in these areas as well.

•  You should feel comfortable to ask offenders to carry their con
versations outside o f the Law Library. If you find the noise level 
unacceptable, please approach Law Library' staff for help in recti
fying the situation, or you may file an anonymous noise report. If 
you are asked to be quieter, be considerate and do not try to cause 
conflict.

•  If you need to meet as a group and participate in lively conversa
tions. consider meeting in an alternate location like the Forum, 
where discussion is acceptable.

•  Please turn o ff your cell phone or set it to vibrate! Take your 
phone conversations out o f the Law Library. Others do not need 
or want to hear your conversation.

Suggestions are welcome on how to keep noise levels at a minimum in 
the Law Library. Although we know that group work and socializing 
are important aspects o f  Law School, we need to maintain the Law 
Library for quiet contemplation and study.

Arturo Torres
Associate Dean fo r  Library and Information Technology and 
Professor o f Law

The COL program is a valuable resource that will help your resume stand out among all the other resumes received in legal practice offices. When 
you complete the program you will receive a certificate that can be proudly displayed on your office wall. Best o f all. this program is provided at 
no cost to you! Who doesn’t like free?

To earn the certificate you must complete 10 sessions equivalent to 30 clock hours o f instruction and assess
ment. Lach class consists o f two hours o f lecture and demonstration time, and one hour o f  skills assessment.
Credit for the class is given when the skill assessment has been completed. L /"  V  |

You can start classes beginning in the second semester o f  your first year, and finish anytime before you grad
uate.

Instruction for each course is provided by Law Librarians with graduate degrees in library science, and are / / Q f t
open to all Texas Tech Law students. Interested applicants should contact Apema Sherman at aper- 
na.sherman@ttu.edu. A schedule o f  the courses offered for this semester is provided on the back page of 
this newsletter. We look forward to seeing you!

Aperna Sherman
Electronic and Student Services Librarian

mailto:na.sherman@ttu.edu


THE REPORTER | 3 Spring 2013

TECHIE -  TALK
Your Information Technology Update

Law School Technology Improves Again annotate, the new
. . . .  , , . . . . .  . D . touch-screen monitors Audio/Visual Upgrade during Winter Break

will let you write and 
highlight on the

“ T ’was the night before semester when all through the school, not a
screen using your 

creature was stirring..." Wait! What? This may be the case for other _
® fingers, 

schools during the winter break, but not so at the Texas Tech School o f

Law. The winter break gave us a great opportunity to get things done ^ u( certainly not
without interfering with our students’ schedules. Our IT multi-media , ,,

least are the Wall-
support team kept the momentum o f  the fall semester going well after f  ,

1 alker suriuccs tnflt
finals with audio visual upgrades from the basement to the second floor. . . . . . .

were installed in the
Law Library’s group

Digital presentation, conferencing, and webcasting equipment was in-
r  discussion rooms 5b a 

stalled in the Faculty Conference Room, the Clinic Conference Room, , , ,, , .erase board that also
the Forum, and the Allison Courtroom— you will be familiar with the . . .  .

projectors in these rooi
new systems, as they are all the same systems as what were previously ,, . .J '  all on the same surface 
installed in the seven classrooms in the original building. The same one
-touch, source selection functionality will automatically turn on the _ _ .

Our IT department is 
projector and lower the screen. You will enjoy the user friendly ability , „ , .
1 J J J Law School communit' 
to project images from your laptop, iPad, DVD, etc.

• . • , . . Beixin Ni You can bring anyone into these rooms with the aid of FID cameras and
.  , • , . . . .  .  . „  Instructional Media/Wt conferencing style microphones, paired with new conferencing software

such as Lync and Skype. You can also record your meetings for later
review using the new Panopto software. For those o f you that like to

nd 5c. Students have the availability o f the dry 
serves as a projection screen. The short throw 
ns will project your laptop screens and DVDs—

ooking forward to a great new year serving our 
 ̂with updated technology.

’b Coordinator

Law School and Law Library
Upcoming Upgrades

•  A Law Library Lighting upgrade is scheduled to begin over the 
Spring Break holiday. We will be upgrading the lighting in the 
stairwells and in some o f the common study areas with new LED 
suspended fixtures to provide better lighting.

•  A low gloss dry erase/projection board is scheduled to be installed 
in room 107 over Spring Break as well. It will replace current the 
chalkboard and drop down projection screen.

•  The Law School will undergo another wireless upgrade during the 
2013 Summer Break. Our goal is to bring a signal to patron ratio 
o f  3 to 1 by installing additional radio antennas in the Law Library, 
classrooms, and all common areas.

Your comments and suggestions about how we can improve your tech
nology experience in the Law School and Law Library are always wel
come.

Sal Becerra
Law Library Projects Manager

Did you know?
Techie Trivia

The 1 's have it!

•  The “i” in iPhone. iPad, and iPod originated with the iMac. iMac 
was a desktop computer released by Apple in 1998, after drastic 
changes to the Macintosh hardware to improve Apple’s retail strat
egy and better compete with M icrosoft’s PC.

No kiddine?

•  Nokia was originally a paper manufacturer— as registered in 1865.

Whoa!

•  A chip o f  silicon measuring 1/4” in size has the same capacity o f 
the original 1949 ENIAC computer, which occupied a full city 
block.

Seriously?

•  In the year 2000 it was estimated that about 94 million Americans 
owned cell phones. Compare that with figures from 2009, where 
estimates show that almost 250 million Americans owned cell 
phones!
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Newsletter Staff

C a m ille  P a tte r so n  

E liz a b e th  C a u lf ie ld  

T a y lo r  J o h n sto n  

A p e r n a  S h e r m a n

Librarians
A rtu ro  T o r res

Associate Dean for 
Library & Information 

Technology. 

Professor o f  Law

U w e B eltz

Associate Director 

for Law Library 

and Information 
Technology

E lizab eth  C au lfie ld
Head o f Reference & 
Instruction Librarian

E u gen ia  C h a r les -  
N ew ton

Faculty Services 

Librarian

^ %
S u e K elleh ec  w

Assistant Director for 
Collections & Services

B arb ara  fa in t e r -  
M oren o

Assistant Director o f 
Library Operations

A p ern a  S h erm an

Electronic & Student 
Services Librarian

Certificate of Excellence in Legal Research

Spring 2013 Schedule
Required Courses

K e e p in g  C u r r e n t
Instructor: Caulfield 

Wednesday, January 30 or 
Saturday, February 2

C a s e  F in d in g  M a t e r ia l s
Instructor: B eltz  

W ednesday , F ebruary  13 o r 
Saturday , February  16

T e x a s  S t a t u t o r y  R e s e a r c h
Instructor: Pain ter-M oreno  
W ednesday , M arch 20 o r 

Saturday , M arch 23

T e x a s  L e g is la t iv e  H is t o r y
Instructor: T orres 

W ednesday , A pril 10 o r 
Saturday , A pril 13

Elective Courses

B lu e  &  G r e e n  B o o k  S u r v iv a l  S k i l ls
Instructor: Sherman 

Wednesday, February 20 or 
Saturday, February 23

P r a c t ic e  &  L it ig a t io n  M a t e r ia l s
Instructor: Charles-Newton 
Wednesday, March 27 or 

Saturday, March 30

To register or learn more about the Certificate o f  Excellence in Legal Research, 

go to http://www.law.ttu.edu/lawlibrary/library/coe/

All Classes are will meet in Computer Lab 226 unless otherwise specified.

W ednesday c la sses  m eet 5 :30-8:30pm  

Saturday c la sses  m eet 9 :0 0  am -1 2 :0 0 p m

T o earn the C ertificate students must take, in any order,

8 o f  the 12 required courses and 2 o f  the 8 e lec tiv e  courses.

I f  you  h ave q u estio n s , c o n ta c t th e  in stru c to r  or  A p ern a  S h erm a n  at a p e r n a .sh e r m a n @ ttu .e d u .

We provide superior law library and information technology' resources through 
leadership, innovation, service and teamwork.

http://www.law.ttu.edu/lawlibrary/library/coe/
mailto:aperna.sherman@ttu.edu

