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Former judge to lead panel reviewing Lubbock's legal department
 
BY ERIC FINLEY 

AVALANCHE-JOURNAL 

A retired U.S. magistrate judge will 
lead the city's review of the Lubbock 
legal department. 

Mayor Tom Martin asked former 
judge J.Q. Warnick to chair a panel of 
retired legal experts. Other members of 
the panel announced Thursday include 
retired attorney Bill Tucker, retired 
attorney and former Texas Tech law 
professor Hadley Edgar and Tech law 
school dean Walter Huffman, who is 
set to step down from his position at 
the schooL 

City Attorney Anita Burgess left for a 
job in Denton last month. But before a 

new attorney is hired, the City Council 
said it wants to study whether the city 
needs a full legal staff, or if the work 
could be handled more efficiently by an 
outside firm. 

"We'll say, 'Here's what you have 
when you have it in-house, here's what 
you have" when the work is privatized, 
Warnick said. 

The city charter requires that Lub
bock have one attorney on staff. The 
legal department has eight attorneys, 
down from more than 10 at one time. 

The council wanted a panel of retired 
legal experts, so that no one would di
rectly benefit from privatization. 

Warnick said the group will meet for 
the first time next week. Members also 

will visit with a Dallas law firm, Boyle & 
Lowry, which specializes in municipal 
law, as well as other cities and govern
ments with different systems. 

The council has not set a timeline. 
However, interim City Attorney Don 
Vandiver will be paid more after he's 
been on the job six months, something 
the council may try to avoid. 

In other business: 
• The council will hold two public 

hearings in October on annexing land 
south of FM 1585 between Frankford 
and Alcove avenues. Letters have been 
sent to property owners there, Planning 
Director Randy Henson said. 

The first public hearing is set for 3 
p.m. Oct. 14 at City HalL A second hear

ing is scheduled during the council 
meeting Oct. 23. 

• ATexas Tech hockey club will have 
to find a new place to play after the 
council denied a contract allowing it to 
use the City Bank Coliseum. 

Last year's $40,000 rental contract 
came up about $3,000 short in covering 
expenses. The council, by a 4-2 vote. 
said it wants events in the coliseum that 
aren't subsidized. Council members 
Linda DeLeon and Floyd Price voted 
to accept the contract, saying the group 
hosted parties and ice skating lessons 
for children. 

To comment on this story: 
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