INTERNATIONAL LAW IMPACTS TEXAS AND
THE TEXAS TECH SCHOOL OF LAW RESPONDS
by Jorge A. Ramirez'

I arrived at the Texas Tech University School of Law campus in May of
2000 filled with excited anticipation about the prospect ofbuilding upon the
existing work and successes that the law faculty had already achieved in the
international law area. I was hired to teach in this area and to administer and
expand our existing international law programs, which included a Summer
Law Institute providing students an opportunity to study law at the University
of Guanajuato, Mexico, and a student exchange program with the University
ofJean Moulin, Lyon II in Lyon, France. A question I often confronted at that
time was "why encourage our students to study international law when the
vast majority will remain in Texas to practice law?'" The fact that you are
now reading this text demonstrates that the editors of the Texas Tech Law
Review know the answer to this question, and I applaud their foresight in
seeking to include articles written by international authors about the law
beyond our borders.
It will be almost impossible for any Twenty-first Century lawyer not to
come in contact with some international legal issues during his or her career
regardless of the area in which he or she chooses to practice? This holds
particularly true for Texas lawyers because of the amount of international
business transacted by citizens ofthis state. In 2003, Texas gained recognition
as the largest international trader of the fifty states in the United States,
surpassing previous first-place holder, California.' Texas trades with over 230
countries and territories around the world and shares the longest border with
Mexico of any state.' The implementation of NAFTA in 1994 and the
subsequently planned Ports-to-Plains trade corridor that will pass through our
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own Lubbock, Texas in connecting the market places of Mexico, the United
States, and Canada only serves to increase international opportunities for
Texas lawyers. Legal institutions across the country, including the United
States Supreme Court, are becoming progressively more aware of the
importance of global issues and likewise acknowledge the need to make
certain that future lawyers understand where, when, and how domestic law
and international law merge and diverge.' In this increasingly internationalized legal arena, competent Texas lawyers are finding that they must know
more than the relevant international law involved in a particular transaction.
With increasing frequency, legal advisors around the United States are finding
they can better serve clients with global needs ifthey know something about
the language, the culture, and the history ofthe country or countries involved"
One can be the most brilliant international legal scholar in the field but still
end up losing business for the client if one is unaware of relevant social
customs, including local history and language. Such ignorance can lead to
misunderstandings or faux pas that can spell disaster for a client. In many
instances, and especially here in Texas, the clients themselves will be foreign
citizens; thus, it again becomes critical for a Texas lawyer to know something
about foreign cultures or customs. As an example, the McAllen, Texas
Chamber ofCommerce recently estimated "that as many as 80 percent ofnew
businesses are owned by Mexican citizens.'" In addition, Texas has been
recognized as one ofthe most diverse states in the Union, making it more and
more likely that Texas lawyers will come into contact with foreign clients or
U.S. clients that possess diverse cultural backgrounds.' Law firms in Texas
and throughout the United States have also begun to recognize the importance
of having an international perspective, and more and more they seek to hire
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lawyers that have had an international experience, possess foreign language
skills, or have some other familiarity with foreign cultures.' This trend will
only continue as we become an increasingly diverse society and as
international business continues to expand.
Texas Tech School of Law intends to make certain that our graduates
continue to have every opportunity to prepare themselves for practicing in this
increasingly diverse and globalized society. For these reasons, we have
greatly expanded our international law curriculum over the past five years, and
we continue to expand our international study abroad programs. For example,
in 2001 the Summer Law Institute, for the first time in its twelve year history,
expanded its program offerings by including a two-credit externship program.
This program places students in the offices of Mexican judges, attorneys, or
Guanajuato State offices, providing our students with an unparalleled
comparative law experience. During the summer of 2004, we will open the
Summer Law Institute program to Texas Tech Law Alumni who want to
expand their international law perspective or simply brush up on the
knowledge they have already gained. In 2003 we signed a formal
student/faculty exchange agreement with the Universidad Pablo de Olavide in
Sevilla, Spain that gives our students an opportunity to study law in Spain and
provides for student and faculty visitors from Spain to study and teach in our
classrooms, bringing international perspectives to our students who remain
here in Lubbock. Our faculty members, like our students, are traveling abroad
with increasing frequency, not only to study butto teach and conduct research.
As a result of these international visits, we have initiated discussions
regarding a possible study abroad program with a university in the Asia!
Pacific region, an area ofthe world that conducts much business with Texas
and with which we have yet to create a formal program. As our law school
curriculum and programs expand to take account of these growing
international legal opportunities, the coverage of issues discussed and
examined in our Law Review has also expanded. I am proud to introduce the
following articles that have been researched and written here in Lubbock,
Texas by two visiting law professors from the Universidad Pablo de Olavide
in Sevilla, Spain. The two professors visited our university as part of the
previously mentioned faculty/student exchange program between our two law
schools. While Professors Jose Manuel Cortes Martin and Maria Jose Parejo
Guzman visited us, they not only researched and wrote these articles, but they
also took time to provide guest lectures in a variety of international and
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domestic law classes, providing our students with comparative and
international law perspectives they might not have otherwise experienced.
As the role that the state of Texas plays in the world economy continues
to grow, we must strengthen our commitment to providing our students with
a legal education that will prepare them for success. Expanding our
curriculum and our programs to include international law issues is critical to
that success, and we will continue to expand our offerings in that area to
ensure we meet that need. Likewise, we are fortunate to a Law Review that
continues to solicit articles that discuss international law issues in order to
provide our readers with the knowledge that will become increasingly
associated with their success as practitioners of the law in the great State of
Texas. These are the reasons why we teach international law to our students,
and these are the reasons we are proud to present the following international
law articles for your consideration.

