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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

On 30 January 1933 Adolf Hitler became chancellor of Germany.' Across the 

United States and the state of Texas it was front-page news, although not always the 

banner headline. In the small German-American community of Fredericksburg, Texas, 

the first notice of Hitler seems to have been delayed. On 10 Febmary 1933 Hitler made 

his first appearance in the weekly paper, the Fredericksburg Standard, in a column called 

"This Week" vwitten by Arthur Brisbane. It notes that, "Young Mr. Hitler, new 

chancellor of Germany, loses no time in emphasizing his resemblance to [Benito] 

Mussolini and [Oliver] Cromwell."^ The column goes on to explain why the author 

expressed this sentiment and the belief that the German citizenry would not long tolerate 

a leader of this type in their country.^ The citizens of Fredericksburg probably noted the 

news with passing interest because their heritage was German, but they were fairly 

unconcerned because they no longer lived in Germany, and many families no longer even 

communicated with family members in the Fatherland.'* In spite of Brisbane's expressed 

belief that the Germans would soon oust Hitler from power, the new chancellor 

' William Shirer. The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich: A History of Nazi Germany (New York: 
Fawcett Crest, 1960), 19. 

^ Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 10 February 1933. 

^Ibid. 

" Kenn Knopp,"///« Nach Texas! Off to Texas!: The Germans of the Hill Coimtry," Manuscript 
printed and spiral bound, available at the Pioneer Memorial Library, Fredericksburg, Texas, detailing 
certain points in history of Fredericksburg, Texas and the surrounding area (2000), 208. 



maintained the power he was given and continued to gather more of it into his hands, 

leading Germany and the world once again into war. 

When the citizens of Fredericksburg first heard of Hitler they did not realize the 

effect he would have on their community. However twelve and a half years later, when 

Hitler ended his reign in Grermany by committing suicide, they would note some changes 

in their community, changes that would have come in time anyway, but that were 

accelerated by the actions of a dictator and his political party an ocean away and in a 

country often three or four generations in their past.^ At the time Adolf Hitler came to 

power in Germany, the residents of Fredericksburg had a strong connection to their 

German heritage and an interest in their ancestors' homeland. However, as the actions of 

Grermany's leadership became more reprehensible to American citizens, the community 

of Fredericksburg began to dissociate itself from its German heritage and was successfial 

to the point that on V-E Day, Representative Harry Davis Jr., who represented the 

community, introduced a resolution that the state legislature passed congratulating 

Fredericksburg for being "a typical American community striving to carry on a typical 

American way of Hfe."^ 

In 1930, about ninety percent of the residents of Fredericksburg were descended 

from the original German pioneers that settled the area.' Fredericksburg was settled by a 

Shirer, Rise and Fall, 632. 

* Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 9 May 1945. V-E Day occurred on the same day that 
Fredericksburg celebrated the ninety-ninth anniversary of its founding, which is why the resolution was 
introduced on the day it was. 

^ Michael Barr, "A Comparative Examination of Federal Work Relief in Fredericksburg and 
Gillespie County," Southwestern Historical Quarterly %: 3 (January 1993): 393. 



group who came over under the direction of the Adelsverein, an organization set up in 

Germany to bring Germans to the new world, and especially to Texas. New Braunfels 

was settled first in 1845, but soon after that, April 1846, a group set out for 

Fredericksburg, named for highest-ranking monarch with stock in the Adelsverein^ 

Among the groups were 180 persons and sixteen wagons with a mounted convoy for 

protection as the colonists were moving into Indian territory.' After making a peace 

treaty with the Indians, the new residents of Fredericksburg began building their new 

community.'" 

The residents of Fredericksburg wrote their fiiends and family back in Germany 

and encouraged them to move to Texas. Peter Birk told a friend to "leave Germany and 

come here where you can live happily and contentedly. If you only work half as much as 

in Germany, you can live without troubles."" With this kind of encouragement, 

Germans immigrated into the Texas Hill Country in significant numbers between 1848 

and 1860. They settled in New Braunfels, Fredericksburg, and the surrounding 

counties.'^ 

The onset of the American Civil War brought the first challenge for Texas' 

Germans. Most Germans were anti-slavery and pro-Union and very open about their 

beliefs. This difference of opinion between them and their neighbors caused some 

* Knopp, "///« Nach Texas," 290. 

' Glen Lich, The German Texans (San Antonio: University of Texas Press, 1981), 53-54. 

'° Knopp, 'Win Nach Texas," 293. 

" Lich, The German Texans, 57. 



conflict that was not easily resolved.'^ In 1862 a group of German-Texans formed a unit 

to fight for the Union, but before they reached the safety of the Mexican border a 

Confederate regiment ambushed them to prevent them from fighting for the Union. The 

ambush effectively quelled open German-Texan dissent and the German dead were left 

unburied until after the war was over because their families were afraid to do so.^'' 

After the American Civil War, their continued allegiance to the Union was a 

benefit to German Texans. As a group they took the ironclad oath and began to 

participate in regional politics. This created opportunities for German Texans to become 

officeholders at the state level. Glen Lich, author of The German Texans, cites 

Reconstmction as the time that the Germans in Texas became "practicing Americans" 

because of their increased involvement in the political system.'^ The Civil War also 

triggered the Republican tendencies of the German Texans. Since they associated the 

Democratic Party with secession and the Confederacy, they chose not to support it even 

after the Civil War ended. '^ 

Another event of the time period was a matter of interest for those Germans in 

Texas. Although no longer in Germany, the German Texans were still interested in its 

welfare, and its unification at Versailles was cause for celebration throughout the German 

part of Texas. They also feh the German reunification distanced them even more from 

'^ Ibid., 64. Lich does not hst specific numbers in his discussion of German immigration during 
this period. 

13 Ibid., 91-94. 

''' Ibid., 94-97. 

' ' Ibid., 98. 



their former homeland because they had not participated in it However, in spite of that 

sense of disconnectedness, Bismarck was still a popular man in Texas following German 

reunification. ^' 

Between Reconstmction and the early twentieth century the German Texans, 

especially in the Hill Country communities lived a lifestyle that reflected the culture that 

they had come from. It was typical to hear German spoken on the street, and in 

Fredericksburg the courthouse minutes were kept in German and English. '̂  Most 

Germans favored compulsory education, which was evident by the early schools in their 

communities. There were also certain methods of cooking that were "German," usually 

including lots of sauces, flour, and milk. The people formed German literature and 

singing clubs and held annual song festivals (Saengerfest).^^ Vera Flach, an American 

who married and moved into the German Hill Country, wrote about the German Texans' 

interest in anything German as part of themselves. She claims, "this devout interest in 

Family spread itself to include all persons and projects of German origin. These people 

were American but the Fatherland, its language, its triumphs in literature, music and 

science were always paramount in interest."^' Although most were American citizens and 

'*Ibid., 101. 

''ibid., 101. 

'^ Max and Rose Hofftnan, interview by James Senschey, 16 September 1982, Southwest 
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX; and Fred Oheim, interview by Bobby Weaver, 30 March 
1978, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX. 

" Lich, The German Texans, 129. 

°̂ Hofiman, interview by Senschey, 1982; and Oheim, interview by Weaver, 1978. 



participated in the political system, the German Texans highly regarded the culture of 

their ancestors and celebrated it in their society, culture, and lifestyle. 

German-Texans, along with the rest of German-America, were jarred out of their 

complacency by the beginning of World War I in Europe and later U.S. entrance into the 

war against Germany. During World War I, the German government claimed that all 

Germans overseas still owed allegiance to the Fatherland.^^ This claim caused many 

Americans to suspect those of German ancestry, and many German-American 

organizations and newspapers added to that suspicion by their noisy, open, and vehement 

defense of Germany, and almost militant pursuit of American neutrality during the 

beginning years of the war. 

German-American newspapers, among them the Fatherland, the New Yorker 

Staats-Zeitung, and a pro-German English language newspaper published by Georg 

Viereck, gave immediate attention to the war in Europe and what they feh was the biased 

neutrality of other American newspapers. Those newspapers printed the official German 

version of events, including the German explanation for the war and why it was not 

Germany's fauh. They also denounced other newspapers for getting their information 

from Britain and not reporting the German side of the story, especially after Britain cut 

off the news source from Germany and it became more difficult to get the German 

version of events. The German-American press also denied the stories of German 

'̂ Vera Flach, yl Yankee in German-America: Texas Hill Country (San Antonio: Naylor Co., 
1973), 7. 

^̂  Richard O'Connor, The German-Americans (New York: Little, Brown and Co., 1968), 377. 



atrocities committed in Belgium and other countries, at the same time accusing Britain of 

the same type of atrocities.^^ 

Other prominent German-American groups and people outside the press were also 

pro-German. Many German-Americans in high positions, including Congressman 

Richard Bartholdt and Harvard professors Hugo Muensterberg and Kuno Francke, spoke 

in favor of the official German interpretation of the war. German-American groups and 

organizations also openly favored Germany. New York Germans formed the German-

American Literature Defense League to respond to the anti-German editorials and 

monitor and report on the sentiments expressed in the general media. This organization 

served as a clearinghouse for letters of protest and distributed pro-German propaganda in 

the United States.̂ "* 

Although vocal German-Americans favored German reports and ideas, they did 

not campaign for American entrance into the war on the side of the Central Powers. 

They only wanted neutrality. Their complaint was that American neutrality was not 

really neutral, but favored the British, not only because of the media sentiment, but also 

because Britain could still trade with the United States, while Germany was cut off by the 

British blockade. They believed they were promoting a better form of neutrality, 

although theirs was also biased, just in favor of the other side. Groups did try to 

^̂  Frederick Luebke, Bonds of Loyalty: German-Americans and World War I (Dekalb, IL: 
Northern IlUnois University Press, 1974), 88-89 and 93. 

^'^ Ibid., 90-91. 



implement a less biased neutrality, but for the most part these were unsuccessful and just 

caused more suspicion among the general public.^^ 

As early as 1914, but escalating as America neared entrance into the war, the 

American public reacted to this vocal German segment of the population who they 

perceived as having a greater loyahy to their ancestral country than their current one. In 

1914 superpatriotic citizens established the National Defense League to create national 

1ft 

umty. By 1915, what Frederick Luebke describes as a "fiill-scale assauh on 

hyphenism" had begun.^' President Woodrow Wilson wamed against the "hyphen" in 

his State of the Union speech that December. Although no specific groups were 

mentioned, two "hyphenate" groups—the German-Americans and the Irish-Americans-

were targeted for their disloyal, or anti-British, attitudes. Journalists, clergy, and other 

prominent government officials joined the condemnation.^* The New York Times stood 

apart when it reminded its readers that most German-Americans were loyal and had been 

placed in an awkward position by the current situation Their voice was only one calling 

for tolerance and understanding among dozens that were not as willing.^' 

As the war in Europe continued, efforts by both sides of the issue escalated. 

Grerman-American groups and newspapers continued calling for a fair neutrality, but as 

America came closer to the war they pled mostly just for neufrality. The anti-hyphen 

^'ibid., 119-121, 123; and O'Connor, The German-Americans, 316-11. 

^^hudoka. Bonds of Loyalty, 215. 

^' Ibid., 140. 

^̂  Ibid., 218-19, 267-68, and 277-78. 

^'ibid., 134,145, and 146-47. 

8 



groups continued condemning what they termed as disloyalty among Americans and 

calling for "one hundred percent Americanism." In September 1917, after the United 

States entered the war. Congress passed the Trading with the Enemy Act. Attached to 

that was a stipulation that German-language newspapers had to provide an English 

translation of statements about the government, intemational relations, and related issues 

to the postmaster, Albert Burieson. If any of these statements were offensive, the mailing 

privileges of that paper would be lost. Although most German-language newspapers 

were eventually given waivers, this added cost of translation was too much for some 

newspapers and they quit publication.^" 

Upon U.S. entrance into World War I most German-Americans reverted to their 

role as loyal American citizens, and individuals and groups did what they could to prove 

their loyahy. They "held attitudes somewhere between the pro-German and superloyalist 

extremes. Like most Americans they regretted that war had come but there was no 

question in their minds about meeting their responsibilities as citizens."^' German-

Americans joined and served in the military, bought Liberty Bonds, and came out in 

support of President Wilson and his policies.'^ German immigrants, especially those 

without citizenship, caused some difficulty in the military. They had been exempted 

from the draft, but many chose to enlist anyway or had enlisted prior to World War I. 

Provost Marshal General Enoch Crowder officially said that all such people would be 

°̂ Ibid., 241^2. 

'̂ Ibid., 227. 

^' Virginia Kunz, The Germans in America (Minneapolis: Lemer, 1966), 54; and Luebke, Bonds 
of Loyalty, 228. 



discharged, but then informed commanders that as long as German-Americans were 

loyal, which would be determined by their officers, they would be allowed to serve. 

German immigrants were given the option to opt out of service or to go to non-combat 

units so they would not have to fight against their homeland. The military also 

emphasized to these immigrants that they faced the possibility of being executed as 

traitors if captured by the enemy. Since the military had found a way to maneuver around 

the initial difficuhies, they continued to allow German immigrants to serve in the 

military.^^ 

German-Americans fiilfiUed more than the expected responsibilities of citizens 

though. They were a suspect group and felt that they were being constantly scmtinized, 

so they went out of their way to prove that they were loyal as a whole. Many German-

American churches and businesses began dropping the "German" part of their names. 

Churches began preaching in English to avoid association with the German culture. 

Other German societies also began dropping the word "German" from their society and 

changing their organization to make it less Grerman. The Voerwarts Verein in Illinois 

changed its name to the New Athens Singing Society and only sang English songs, and 

the Dreieinigskeitskirche changed its name to the Trinity Church and also made English 

its official language.^" Overall the various organizations of the German-American 

^̂  Nancy Ford, Americans All!: Foreign-bom soldiers in World War (College Station, TX: 
Texas A&M University Press, 2001), 57-58. 

'̂' Luebke, Bonds of Loyalty, 19, 228, 233, and 237-38. 

10 



community tried to draw attention away from their German heritage by declaring their 

loyahy and adapting to the prejudices of the time. 

Many German-American families and individuals also attempted to remove any 

possibility of suspicion from themselves. One of the ways they did this was by 

anglicizing German names, changing Schmidt to Smith, Koch to Cook, and Schwartz to 

Black so they could no longer be identified as German just by their name. In Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin within the first four months of the war a court heard over two hundred cases 

where a name change was requested.^' Other German-Americans were even more 

extreme in their efforts to prove their loyalty. One woman filed for divorce from her 

husband because he had made pro-German comments, and many others reported the 

disloyal behavior of friends to prove their own loyahy.^* 

In spite of the efforts of German-American groups and individuals to allay the 

suspicions of their fellow Americans, the hostility that had been building, coupled with 

the need to vilify the German enemy and everything associated vrith it, made the years 

the United States was involved in World War I difficult years for German-Americans. 

German culture was one of the easiest and most obvious targets. "On every hand the 

American people were encouraged to make war on German language and culture," and 

they did so thoroughly and with enthusiasm. ̂ ^ Although the federal government did not 

take any direct measures against the German cultures, at the state and local level, laws 

and public opinion assisted in the disappearance of German culture. Many states banned 

^' Ibid., 282; Kunz, The Germans, 53-54. 

^ Luebke, Bonds of Loyalty, 16, 282. 

11 



the German language. Schools were not allowed to teach it, and many places made it 

illegal or just highly discouraged speaking of the German language.'* German language 

teachers lost their positions and many of them, instead of being reassigned, were 

dismissed for teaching children "principles of disloyalty," even though they were only 

teaching the German language.'^ German language textbooks, library books, and literary 

materials were eliminated and sometimes burned in a patriotic ritual supporting 

Americanism.'*" 

The language was not the only aspect of German culture under attack. The city of 

Pittsburgh banned the playing of Beethoven, and the people of the city discouraged 

playing of other German music. Some German musicians were even sent to alien 

detention camps during the war. German theater also drew criticism and the German 

language press began to disappear rapidly."** Names were an obvious identification of 

association with Germany and so had to be changed. German street names were changed 

to something more appropriate, as were city names and school names. This idea was 

sometimes applied with more enthusiasm than sense, as when one doctor changed the 

name of "German measles" to "liberty measles" in the spirit of patriotism.''^ 

^' Luebke. Bonds of Loyalty, 268. 

^̂  Ibid., 16, 252. 

^'Ibid, 253. 

"" Ibid., 250-53. 

•" Ibid., 248-49, 271. 

^'^ Ibid., 16, 247-48 

12 



Although this war on German culture was bad enough for German-Americans, it 

was less humiliating and painflal than other patriotic activities. Attacks against individual 

Germans and their group often became violent and personal as "superpatriots" took 

"disloyalty" into their own hands. Some of the persecution was rather petty. An 

employer of a German-American might get a call asking if that "Germany spy" was still 

employed. A person reading a German language newspaper in public risked verbal or 

physical abuse. People with German names could expect discrimination in their 

workplaces as well, not only from fellow employees, but also from management, even to 

the point of losing a promotion because of their name. Another method of terrorizing the 

German-American community was doing damage to their churches and schools."*' These 

were actually milder forms of persecution though. The worst forms involved physical 

bmtality of a more permanent nature. 

American citizens, in their patriotic fervor, often took it upon themselves to 

punish a German-American for disloyalty, or to satisfy themselves as to an individual's 

loyahy by forcing them to perform activities the superpatriots perceived as loyal. They 

painted German-American houses and churches yellow, forced them to buy Liberty 

bonds and march around town displaying their patriotism. Some were even tarred and 

feathered. They would also force German-Americans to kiss flags or loudly sing the 

national anthem to prove their loyalty, or to give the mobs an excuse to use violence.'*"' 

"̂  Ibid., 244-45, 280-81. 

' ' Ibid., 247. 

13 



In April 1918 the violence reached its peak. The months of beating, flag kissing, 

and tormenting culminated in the lynching of Robert Prager in Collinsville, fllinois. A 

German and suspected socialist, Prager was lynched after being made to kiss the flag and 

after a couple of attempts by law enforcement to save his life failed. His last request was 

that his body be wrapped in an American flag. His murderers went unpunished and the 

persecutions of German-Americans continued until the end of World War I."*' 

The Germans in Texas also faced conflicting sympathies and difficulties during 

World War I. They had some sympathy for Germany, but tempering that sympathy was a 

feeling that they were separated from that country's wars by their own allegiance and 

their disgust vAih certain aspects of the German national character. When children asked 

about their great-grandfathers they were told their ancestors were tired of the petty wars 

in Germany and they had come to the United States to escape those wars and make a 

home for their families where they could expect to live and work with them."*̂  When 

Fredericksburg residents heard of World War I's beginning in Europe they placed the 

blame on the shoulders of the Grerman leadership and "were no longer whispering, but 

shouting curses. 'It's that bastard Metteraich all over again. Why can't the damned 

monarchs learn to make babies instead of bullets.'""*^ They were gratefiil for President 

Wilson because he was keeping them out of the war so they would not have to go fight 

their families. Their families did send them letters urging support for Germany and its 

"^Ibid., 10-11, 14-15. 

"•* Knopp, 'Ww Nach Texas," 207. 

47 Ibid.. 208. 
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allies, but Fredericksburg residents had little concern for the current situation in Europe 

as long as their president kept them out of it.'** 

Once the United States entered the war though there was no expression of 

hesitation about going to fight their families. The German-Texans and residents of 

Fredericksburg sent their own boys next to other Texas boys into Europe, A legend tells 

the story of "a wizened family patriarch" who counseled his soldier sons that "this is a 

'new day,' that they must not forget that they are 'fighting under a new flag,'" the 

American flag. Fredericksburg was no exception. The young men of Fredericksburg 

answered their call, but Fredericksburg already had a military hero. Although Chester 

Nimitz was not yet an Admiral, he was the commander of the U.S. Atlantic submarine 

fleet against the land of his fathers. Nimitz had been raised in Fredericksburg and was 

proud of his German heritage "but he could not forgive Germany for saying one thing 

and then doing another."^'' Nimitz' heritage did not affect his loyahy or his performance. 

He was sent to the Mediterranean and performed well against the Germans.^' 

Fredericksburg was proud of all its soldiers, but another young man who served in 

World War 1 also stands out in its history. Lieutenant Louis Jordan was the first 

"̂  Ibid.. 207-208. 

'" Lich, The German-Texans, 111. 

°̂ Julia Estill, "Admiral Chester Nimitz... His Heritage and Training," Reprint of an article in 
the Fredericksburg Standard. 1942, Box 4-14/140, General Files, Records of Coke Stevenson. Texas 
Office of the Governor, Archives and Information Services Division, Texas State Library and Archives 
Commission; and Knopp, "//»« Nach Texas," 219. 

'̂  Ibid., 219. The Nimitz biographies available to the author do not cover his life or cormection to 
Fredericksburg, except very briefly. The one short piece actually pubhshed in Fredericksburg only briefly 
covers the World War I era, spending more time on his ancestry and heritage. 

15 



American officer killed in Worid War I, and he was a Fredericksburg boy. Before he left, 

he told his parents he was going to bring back the Kaiser's head on a platter. He did not 

return alive but was remembered in Fredericksburg, and the inscription on his headstone 

reads that he "died for his country."" 

Even as Lt. Jordan and others were overseas fighting, their families at home were 

trying to prove their loyahy to a skeptical state and nation. They bought war bonds, 

volunteered for services, and gave generously in national drives. No one evaded the 

draft, and many people even began speaking English to avoid suspicion.^' "They had 

taken the oath of allegiance and they held to it."̂ "* But even though Texans counted Lt. 

Jordan and Nimitz among their war heroes, they were still suspicious of the Germans 

among them. 

The citizens of Texas were not immune to the war on German culture that was 

occurring in the rest of the nation. The state banned the teaching of German in public 

schools, and people were discouraged from speaking German in public, even in 

predominantly Grerman towns. School systems banned German music, novels, and plays 

and school teams from German towns were known as Sauerkrauts. The central 

switchboard monitored Grerman-American telephone conversations for sedition, and if the 

conversations were in German the switchboard operators recorded them for later review. 

Residents quickly learned that the best way to keep phone service was to always speak in 

52 Ibid., 207. 

" Flach, A Yankee, 8; and Bill Petmecky, interview by Fred Carpenter, 1970, Southwest 
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX. 

'̂' Petmecky, interview by Carpenter, 1970. 
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English. In New Braunfels, the most vicious attacks against those speaking German in 

public were by other German speakers who were afraid of what might happen if people 

were heard speaking German." Even as the Germans in Texas tried to prove their loyalty 

through participation they still had to be very careful about what they said or what 

language the conversation was in, in spite of the lack of any actual reason for suspicion. 

As World War I ended Germans in Texas were still cautious about their culture, 

German was spoken less in New Braunfels, although it was still commonly heard many 

years later in Fredericksburg. The German-Texans continued to participate in politics, 

voting for conservative, progressive reform, and were fiercely opposed to Prohibition.^^ 

Fear of German spies began to subside on the national level as an early Red Scare 

replaced it.*' And in the small community, of Fredericksburg veterans came home to a 

town that was still very German in character. It would take a second, longer war against 

Germany to sever the cultural and emotional connection with the "Fatherland" and make 

it a typical, non-threatening American town. 

^' Petmecky, interview by Carpenter, 1970; Oheim, interview by Weaver, 1978; Knopp, "Hin 
Nach Texas," 273; Flach, y4 Yankee, 11; and Hofftnan, interview by Senschey, 1982. 

^̂  Oheim, interview by Weaver, 1978; and Lich, The German Texans, 102. 

'^ Luebke, Bonds of Loyalty, 312 
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CHAPTER II 

1933-1937: GERMAN HERITAGE AND AMERICAN LOYALTY 

In 1933 when Adolf Hitler was named Chancellor of Germany, most Americans 

were more concerned about the Depression than what was happening in Europe. 

However, there were two groups in the United States that were interested: American Jews 

who feh the need to protect the interests of the German Jews and some Germans and 

German-Americans in the United States.' The American public's interest grew as pro-

Nazi groups in the United States developed and grew. In the years between 1933 and 

1937 the American public in general became more concerned about the potential Nazi 

menace, but it was still not a major issue. In Fredericksburg, its citizens continued to 

follow their German heritage and interests, akhough not to the exclusion of the interests 

of their country, the United States. 

When the Nazi Party came to power in Germany, American citizens of Grerman 

descent had two different reactions. The majority of them, like the citizens of 

Fredericksburg, were not interested in supporting Hitler, his party, or his activities in 

Germany. However, there was also a vocal minority that avidly supported Hitler and his 

causes, and proposed similar ideas for the United States. This is the group that claimed 

the most attention in the media and from the government, and it was this pro-Nazi 

minority that created American concern about German activities. 

' Sander Diamond, The Nazi Movement in the United States 1924-1941 (Ithaca: Cornell University 
Press, 1974), 106-107, 130. 
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Heinz Spanknoebel, a German citizen, organized the Friends of New Germany 

{BundDer Freunde des neuen Deutschlands) in July 1933 with recognition from high-

ranking Nazis. ̂  At a program shortly after its organization, Spanknoebel defined the 

purpose of the Friends of New Germany as being "to unify the millions of Germany's 

racial comrades who had emigrated in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries to North 

America." At the same conference the Friends split North America into three Gaue, or 

administrative departments similar to Germany.'* The Friends maintained that German-

Americans could be "good Grermans" without hurting their allegiance to the United 

States, despite the fact that it required members to adhere to the principles of National 

Socialism.* The Friends also preached the "racial purity" of the Germans in America and 

the pollution of all other American cultures.^ 

Spanknoebel and his group quickly became unpopular with the majority of 

American citizens, yet the organization continued to grow.' During 1933 the Friends 

organization expanded into twelve cities outside of New York and started four 

newspapers. Many smaller German organizations joined to protect themselves from 

extinction or to protect business. The Friends' newspapers also served the purpose of 

^ Ibid., 113; and Timothy Holian, The German-Americans and World War 11: An Ethnic 
Experience [World War II] (New York: Peter Lang, 1996), 18-19. 

^ Diamond, Nazi Movement, 115. 

'Ibid. 

* Ibid., 140. 

* Ibid.. 136. 

' Ibid., 129; and Hoban, World War II, 19. The Gallup Poll did not do any polls on the Friends of 
New Germany or the German-American Bund's popularity. 
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encouraging, or frightening people, into joining the group.* The membership of the 

Friends of New Germany was primarily immigrants who had arrived since Worid War I. 

Only about ten percent of the group was native bora or naturalized German-Americans 

who had come over previous to 1900, so it was not representative of German-Americans 

as a group but it was often perceived as being so. 

As the organization grew Spanknoebel continued to attract attention to himself 

and his organization. Spanknoebel caused enough difficulties within the New York 

United German Societies that they cancelled their annual German Day in 1933. He also 

alienated the Ridder family, a prominent German-American family in New York, by 

walking into their newspaper offices and demanding they publish material favorable to 

Hitler and Nazi Germany. He justified this demand by explaining that he was the 

designated leader of the Nazi Party in the United States. One of the Ridder brothers told 

Spanknoebel to leave the office, and the family and newspaper began to take an anti-Nazi 

stance they had previously not taken.^ 

Spanknoebel atfracted enough attention that Congress formed a special committee 

to investigate Nazi activities in the United States. Congressman Samuel Dickstein also 

proposed that Spanknoebel be deported for failing to register as an agent of a foreign 

country. In October 1933 the Justice Department issued an arrest warrant for 

Spanknoebel, but he was able to flee the country with the help of other Nazi agents.'^ 

Diamond, Nazi Movement, 143. 

'Ibid., 121, 123-24. 
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Although Spanknoebel was gone, the Friends of New Germany continued to exist and 

grow. 

In 1936, the face of the Friends of New Germany changed. It dissolved and Fritz 

Kuhn, a naturalized American citizen, formed the German-American Bund 

(Deutschamerikanischer Volksbund).^^ The Bund espoused the same beliefs the Friends 

had, proclaiming "eternally loyalty" to Hifler and to Germany. Its newspaper proclaimed 

that "We may have lying in our closets different citizenship papers, and yet we are all 

German men." The Bund was noisy and militant, operating on the idea that German-

Americans would soon form a voting bloc and mie the United States.'^ These activities 

and published ideas increased American fears that National Socialism was a very real 

threat in the United States. Historian Timothy Holian concludes, "publicly and privately, 

the image developed rapidly that the Bund was a bloodthirsty, revolutionary organization 

that would go to any length to spread Nazism in the United States and impose its will 

upon the majority that opposed what it stood for."'^ Estimates of actual Bund 

membership range from six thousand to ten thousand, but its noisy rallies and activities 

'° Ibid., 123-24, 157. The Congressional Record iox 1933 has no record of Heinz Spanknoebel or 
the order to arrest him. 

" Holian, World WarU. 24-26. 

'^ Ibid., 30. 

'^ Ibid., 33. 
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made it appear more powerful to the American public which became suspicious of the 

organization's activities and motives.*"* 

The majority of German-Americans had similar feelings about the German-

American Bund and Nazism as other Americans. Although most were glad that Hitler 

had restored prestige to their ancestral country, they were loyal Americans and did not 

want to be associated with the Bund.** Many other German-American associations 

actively tried to distance themselves from the Bund, and several groups were organized to 

counteract the idea that German-Americans were pro-Nazi while still attempting to retain 

a German character, including the Loyal Americans of German Descent and the German-

American Anti-Nazi League. *̂  

German-Americans did retain some of their ethnic characteristics even after 

World War I. They considered themselves a "cuhural and ethnic monolith."*' They 

taught their children the history of Germans in American and what contributions 

Germans had made to society.** Grerman groups who were not pro-Nazi still welcomed 

any news or literature from that country, even though they did not want to promote Hitler 

as a representative of German culture or politics. Even with the connections they still had 

''' Joachim Remak, "Friends of New Germany: The Bund and German-American Relations," The 
Journal of Modem History 29: (March 1957), 38; and Arnold Kranuner, Undue Process: The Untold 
Story of America's German Alien Internees (New York: Rowman and Littlefield Pubhshers, 1977), 5. 

' ̂  Stephen Fox, America's Invisible Gulag: A Biography of German American Internment and 
Exclusion in World WarU, Memory and History, New German-American Studies 23 (New York: Peter 
Lang, 1996), 14. 

'* Krammer, Undue Process, 6-7, 29; and Diamond, Nazi Movement, 57-58. 

" Diamond, Nazi Movement, 41. 

"* Ibid., 198-99, 41. 
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with Germany the overriding sentiment among German-Americans during this time 

period was "to drop the hyphen forever" and assimilate into the dominant society. *̂  The 

naturalization rate for Germans in the United States was higher than any other immigrant 

group by the 1930s. An appeal from their ancestral country was not as strong as it 

might once have been. 

For many German-Americans, or other Americans of this time period, visiting 

Fredericksburg would have seemed like a step back in time. In the early 1930s 

Fredericksburg was isolated by bad roads and poor terrain, so travel to and from the town 

was limited. In town and more so in Gillespie County, people lived without modem 

"conveniences' such as electricity and mnning water.̂ * This isolation helped 

Fredericksburg residents in some ways. It protected them from the worst consequences 

of the Grreat Depression. They were more self-sufficient to begin with because most 

produced what they used themselves when they could, and they also lacked cash or other 

forms of weahh that they might have lost during the Depression.^^ Audrey Joseph, who 

was a child during the Depression said "As far as those years of the Depression, we 

didn't know any better, we didn't know we were poor you know. We lived just like we 

always did because we were very thrifty to start with."^^ The Depression did hurt some 

"Ibid, 63. 

^° Holian, World War //, 57. 

'̂ Barr, "Comparative Examination," 363 and 366; and Audrey Joseph, interview by author, tape 
recording, Fredericksburg, TX, 8 January 2004. 

"" Barr. "Comparative Examination," 365-66. 

^̂  Joseph, interview by author, 2004. 
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people in Fredericksburg. One woman notes that her husband's family lost everything. 

However, at the height of the Depression only about eleven percent of Gillespie County's 

residents were on relief rolls. Other areas of Texas had higher percentages of their 

population on federal relief̂ "* 

The isolation of the community also kept the residents of the community very 

close. Audrey Joseph and Jean Beterman both said that everybody knew everybody else, 

and most people were related somehow.^* Religion played an important role in the town, 

which at the time was evenly split between Lutherans and Catholics. The one 

organization where everyone was involved was church, be it Sunday School, youth 

groups, or women's organizations.^^ Fredericksburg's churches also reflected the 

continuing connection to the German culture and heritage, especially the language. 

In 1933 German was, if not the only language in Fredericksburg, one of two. 

Church services, at least in the Lutheran church, were still conducted in German. Special 

ceremonies could be done in either language, depending on what the people involved 

requested.^' Audrey Joseph said it was about this time she thinks the church started 

having one English service a month.̂ * It was common to hear German spoken around 

'̂' Barr, "Comparative Examination," 365; and Eugenia Beterman, interview by author, tape 
recording, Fredericksburg, TX, 9 January 2004. 

*̂ Beterman, interview by author, 2004; and Joseph, interview by author, 2004. 

*̂ Joseph, interview by author, 2004, Beterman, interview by author, 2004; and Paula Hein, 
interview by author, tape recording, Fredericksburg, TX, 8 January 2004. 

^̂  Hein, interview by author, 2004; and Joseph, interview by author, 2004. 

^ Hein, interview by author, 2004; and Joseph, interview by author, 2004. 
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town, and at home children learned and spoke German. ̂ ^ Even when holding a 

community meeting about incorporation, one address was given in English, and a second 

in German. When the Lions Club felt they were talking too much about the Depression 

during their meetings, they decided to start speaking in German, because the word 

"depression" in German was cumbersome to say due to its length so they would not talk 

about it as much. The club accompanied the German language with a German menu and 

German music.̂ *' The German language was still an accepted part of their community 

and culture, and far from being taboo, was the children's first language and used in 

various societal functions with ease. Although the German language was viewed with 

some suspicion outside their community, in Fredericksburg it was simply the language of 

their parents, a part of their culture, and not representative of a dictator in Europe. 

Although German was the language most often used at home, English was the 

language spoken at school.̂ * Paula Hein remembers learning English when she went to 

school, and it being difficult for her at first. She says she once tried to ask the teacher a 

question in German and was stopped and told that she was to speak only English at 

school.^^ Audrey Joseph does not remember not knowing English but assumes she also 

learned it when she started school and said her teacher spoke both languages and so was 

able to smooth the transition for her students. Joseph also tells a story of a young man 

^' Joseph, interview by author, 2004. 

^° Fredericksburg Standard, 3 February 1933; and Barr, "Comparative Examination,' 370. 

'̂ Barr, "Comparative Examination," 366. 

^̂  Hein, interview by author, 2004. 
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who started speaking German during a salute of the American flag. He was reprimanded 

by a German professor, who told the young man, "This is the United States of America 

and we speak English, we do not speak German."" Hein said they learned English 

because that was the language of their country.̂ "* 

Speaking English was not considered bad in Fredericksburg, although some of the 

older residents probably could not speak any. It was regarded as the language of the 

country to which they owed their allegiance, but German was the tongue of their heritage. 

Their parents and grandparents spoke German, and it was a part of the culture of the 

community. Children heard adults speaking it on the streets, in restaurants, and in 

church, and in the early 1930s it was almost a necessity for children to learn German to 

be able to understand church services and communicate with their families. 

Language was not the only way Fredericksburgers maintained a connection with 

their culture. Throughout the years between 1933 and 1937 there were entertainment 

events aimed at those who spoke German and enjoyed German culture. In July 1933 the 

San Antonio German Little Theatre presented Die Spanische Fliege, a German comedy. 

The local newspaper praised the plays comedic value and gave a short history of its 

performance, noting that it had been translated into many languages but lost some of its 

value in the translation.^* "The characteristics of the German small town folks could not 

be duplicated in any other language. For anybody that speaks German this will be a 

^̂  Joseph, interview by author, 2004. 

'̂' Hein, interview by author, 2004, 

^' Fredericksburg Standard, 1 July 1933, 
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chance to laugh as never before. "̂ ^ There was still pride in German cuUure and its 

accomplishments. 

Die Spanische Fliege was not the only German play presented in Fredericksburg 

in the 1930s. Later in 1933 the Concordia Singing Society sponsored Er ist Baron which 

was received "with much approbation by lovers of the German theatre."^' During the 

next couple of years the Frohsinn Club of Fredericksburg presented three German plays 

that were reported in the Fredericksburg Standard, and several others that were not 

specifically mentioned. The plays were usually well attended and received.^* 

One movie also received special attention for its German characteristics in 1934, 

even though it was an English language film. Its title was Captured, and was a love story 

based in a World War I German POW camp. The reason this movie was mentioned was 

the technical assistant, a man of German birth, was credited with making the movie 

realistic. The author of the article praised Curt Rehfeld, the technical assistant, for his 

"native thoroughness" in drilling the extras on military discipline he learned from his 

service in the Kaiser's military.^' Although there is no praise for the Kaiser's military, 

the article praises Rehfeld for his thoroughness and attention to detail. 

In 1935 and 1936 German picture shows at the Palace Theatre replaced German 

plays in Fredericksburg. The first notice that appears in the newspaper is in September 

*̂ Ibid. 

^̂  Ibid., 28 September 1933. 

^^Ibid., 12 April 1934, and 14 Febmary 1935. 

^' Ibid., 4 January 1934. 
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1935 and noted there have been many "popular requests" for a German language picture 

and promised that if it was as popular, there would be one every month. The paper also 

reminded its readers to "remember that only the German language is used in this picture" 

implying there were people in town who did not speak German.'*" German pictures 

continued to be shown at the theatre into 1936. In Febmary Gretel and Liesel was the 

picture, and the Standard praised the theatre's management because the talking pictures 

create "more interest in the German language.""** The same article noted that new 

equipment has been installed so the German dialect could be better understood."*^ In 

March an article described the "new German feature" at the Palace Theater, indicating a 

trend of monthly German picture shows in Fredericksburg."*^ 

Gillespie County also celebrated two German-style festivals on an aimual basis, 

called by German names and celebrating German culture. One of these was the 

Saengerfest, a singing festival. Singing groups from around the county gathered and sang 

together, although it was not a competition."*^ Gillespie County Singing Clubs also 

participated in an annual festival of the Texanischer Gebirgs Saengerbund, which was 

held in different areas throughout the region each year."** A second festival celebrated 

yearly was the Schuetzenfest, or shooting festival. This was a competition that also drew 

'"' Ibid., 12 September 1935. 

" Ibid., 20 Feb 1936. 

'^ Ibid. 

•"̂  Ibid., 29 March 1936. 

"" Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 13 Febmary 1936 and 22 April 1937. 

45 Ibid., 28 September 1933 and 20 September 1934. 
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men from the surrounding counties, and the winner of the festival was named the 

Schuetzenkoenig, or shooting king."*̂  In 1937 the Schuetzenfest had been going on for 

forty-five years and the statewide Saengerfest had been happening for fifty. The festivals 

were a tie to their ancestral homeland and helped German-Americans maintain a 

connection with their German heritage. 

In May 1936 Fredericksburg held a special three-day celebration for the ninetieth 

anniversary of its founding and to honor the German pioneers who founded it. The first 

two days included a special cancellation of memorial envelopes, sightseeing tours, a 

movie called When Granddad Fought the Indians and other special presentations. The 

memorial envelopes had special stamps celebrating the ninetieth anniversary and 

President Roosevelt had signed five of them.'" The final day of the program included 

memorial services in the churches and a folk festival presenting "typical German songs 

and customs.""** Groups from Seguin and New Braunfels participated, and, along with 

several Fredericksburg groups, presented a German skit and several Grerman folk songs, 

marches, and overtures."*^ The Standard reported the following week that the event was 

well attended.*" Later in 1936 a Fredericksburg folklore group, including a German 

band, went to Dallas to participate in a statewide centennial program. This event was 

"* Ibid., 6 August 1935. 

"' Ibid., 30 April 1936. 

"̂  Ibid.; and 7 May 1936. 

"' Ibid., 30 April 1936. 

'° Ibid., 14 May 1936. 
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reported in the Dallas Morning News, but it did not give special attention to the fact that a 

Fredericksburg group was performing German music.** 

This festival is an example of Fredericksburg's closest connection with Germany, 

its German pioneers. In 1933 Fredericksburg residents received fiinding to rebuild the 

Vereinskirche, the pioneer church that stood in the center of town. *̂  When completed in 

1935, it was dedicated with a two-day celebration of the community's German pioneer 

heritage. The dedication included a flag-raising ceremony, a speech on the beauty of 

the Grerman language and strong characteristics of the German people, as well as their 

descendants, and ended with a parade at the front of which was a U.S. flag.*'* In 1937 

they dedicated another memorial, although without as much fanfare, to John O. 

Meusebach, the founder of Fredericksburg.** 

Fredericksburg residents were proud of their German heritage, not because of 

anything happening overseas but because it was a part of themselves. When asked about 

her German heritage, Paula Hein responded that she was proud of it. It was "her life" and 

"German was my heritage and I couldn't change it. And our entire community of 

Fredericksburg at that time was basically German."*^ Audrey Joseph also mentioned that 

she never really questioned her heritage, it just was German. These two women probably 

'̂ Ibid., 18 June 1936; aoA Dallas Morning News.. 18 June 1936 and 19 June 1936. 

'^ Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 14 December 1933. 

" Ibid., 18 April 1935. 

'" Ibid., 16 May 1935. 

" Ibid., 6 May 1937. 

5 6 , ' Hein, interview by author. 2004. 
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accurately represented the feeling of most residents of Fredericksburg at the time. The 

German plays, picture shows, and festivals were a part of their community and a part of 

them. There was pride in German works, and in the language and culture as well. Along 

with the pride in German culture and heritage was an awareness of where their allegiance 

belonged. Children were expected to learn and use English at school, and even festivals 

celebrating German characteristics or people included an American flag. Fredericksburg 

residents were of German heritage, but they were also Americans. They did not question 

being German as an American between 1933 and 1937, it just was. 

That Fredericksburg in many ways retained its German flavor and interest in the 

1930s was indicated by the several visits from various representatives of the German 

government. In January 1935 the Standard recorded the first visit. Subsequent weekly 

headlines announced "German Envoy on Social Tour will Visit Here"*' and "Dr. Hans 

Luther Entertained at Fredericksburg."** Dr. Luther, the German envoy, was coming for 

a "social visit" and was reported to be interested in the Grerman settlements in Texas. *̂  

Fredericksburg's officials held an informal reception for him, along with a dinner after 

which Luther addressed the group. Alfred Petsch, the Texas state legislative 

representative and a Fredericksburg resident, requested that Luther speak about "the New 

German Republic" and "explain conditions as he knew them to be in Germany at the 

^̂  Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 17 January 1935. 

^̂  Ibid., 24 January 1935. 

' ' Ibid., 17 January 1935. 
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present." Later in the evening the oldest Gillespie resident, an immigrant from 

Germany, was introduced.^* In November 1935 the German Consul for the Southern 

States, Dr. Ernst Wendler, visited Fredericksburg. Fredericksburg residents again 

planned a public reception with a musical program to honor him and Germany.^^ 

In 1937 a new Consul General for the Southem states, Freheirr von Speigel, 

visited Fredericksburg. He was again welcomed by prominent city and county officials, 

taken on a tour of the town, and given a reception by one of the "oldest German 

organizations in the county."^^ Von Speigel, speaking on behalf of the German 

government, also described the present situation in Germany, but went beyond that to 

denounce the formation of Nazi organizations in the United States and spoke with 

disrespect for people who tried to maintain allegiance to both countries.*"* The Standards 

editors made sure they gave attention to Von Speigel's remarks on proper allegiance in 

the article discussing his visit. His remarks were in line with what other Grerman 

representatives were saying at the time, in response to the negative press Germany was 

getting from the German-American Bund and other pro-German groups in the United 

States. Von Spiegel enjoyed his visit to Fredericksburg so much that he retumed about a 

month later because he wanted to "enjoy a genuine German Christmas."** He and his 

family were not disappointed. They visited several family gatherings; observed 

60 Ibid., 24 January 1935. 

*' Ibid. 

*̂  Ibid., 31 October 1935, 7 November 1935, and 14 November 1935. 

*̂  Ibid., 28 November 1937. 

64 Ibid. 

32 



traditional German customs still in practice, and on Christmas Day attended church 

where the reverend asked the Consul to give a short address. Before leaving von Spiegel 

assured his friends he and his family would be back in 1938 for another Fredericksburg 

Christmas.** 

Fredericksburg residents welcomed and celebrated these visitors who were 

ambassadors from the Fatheriand. They were interested in events going on there and the 

new shape that the German government was taking, and feh they still had a right to be 

interested in German events because of their ancestral connection. Fredericksburg 

residents still kept in contact with relatives in Germany. What information they did get 

about events in Germany sometimes came through correspondence with relatives or 

friends but more often through the media, radio programs, and the local newspapers.*' 

The Standard printed articles about events in Germany and occasionally carried 

pictures of prominent German people including Hitler and Admiral Rolf Carls, the head 

of the German Navy.** Most of the information about Grermany appeared in a weekly 

article called "It Happened This Week" written by an unidentified author. This weekly 

article included significant events throughout the United States and the world and 

generally presented an unbiased reporting. Subjects deserving more attention were 

presented separately in a longer format. These events include the convening of the first 

** Ibid., 30 December 1937. 

^ Ibid. 

*' Beterman, interview by author, 2004; Hein, interview by author, 2004; and Joseph, interview by 
author, 2004. 

^ Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 11 February 1937 and 30 September 1937. 
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totally National Socialist legislature in Germany, which the article characterizes as the 

death of the Reichstag and popular government. The article noted, "all Germany blazed 

with national spirit" over this event but also stated that "democracy will be extinguished" 

and a new constitution will be formed on "authoritary lines" for the German nation.*^ 

This article's author is also unknown, but it is biased in favor of democracy. The tone of 

the article suggested that Germany was making a mistake in turning away from 

democracy and symbolically returning to its old ways. President Paul Von Hindenburg's 

death also received individual attention. Most of this article celebrated Hindenburg's 

military achievements but the author also commented on Hitler's use of this death to 

emphasize a return to the martial spirit.'" 

Interest in Grermany and its new leader was not an indication of approval though, 

even in a predominantly German tovwi. Many criticisms of Hitler and his new policies 

appeared in the newspaper, predominantly in a colunm called "This Week" written by 

Arthur Brisbane.'* Brisbane may not have been a Fredericksburg resident, but his 

column did not anger any reader's enough to write to the newspaper to complain about 

his commentary, at least not any that was printed. 

In 1933, Brisbane wrote several commentaries on Hitler's policies but also on his 

confidence in the German people to eventually decide the Fuehrer's actions were 

intolerable. In Febmary, the first mention of Hitler in the Fredericksburg paper 

*'Ibid., 21 March 1933. 

™ Ibid., 9 August 1934. 

" Brisbane was a national columnist for the Hearst newspaper chain. 
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questioned whether "Germany will long endure this Fascist government is doubtfiil"'^ 

In March he wrote again predicting Hitler's failure because Germany's Catholics would 

not tolerate his actions.'^ The next week Brisbane criticized Hitler's policies, including 

his almost absolute power and the mles he made for suppressing government dissent.'"* 

Throughout 1933 Brisbane continued to write similar commentaries, as each new action 

of Hitler's gained worid notice, Brisbane expressed disgust with him and the belief that 

the German people would not allow this behavior to continue. 

By 1934, Brisbane had quit writing about his belief in the German people but 

continued his attacks on Hitler. In July, commenting on one of Hitler's speeches, he 

noted that the people were behind him, and Brisbane could no longer foresee him losing 

power any way short of economic collapse.'* In later columns, Brisbane commented 

critically on the chancellor's willingness to execute people, his policy on German Jews, 

and his role as "king of Germany," because he exercised the absolute power of a king.'* 

In 1935 and 1936, Brisbane made similar observations about Hitler's policies in 

77 

Germany. After this, his column disappeared from the Standard without explanation. 

It could be that the editors decided he was too critical of Hitler, but it could also be that 

he just quit writing. There is no indication of either in the newspaper. However, there is 

'^ Ibid., 10 February 1933. 

" Ibid, 3 March 1933. 

'"* Ibid., 10 March 1933. 

" Ibid., 26 July 1934. 

*̂ Ibid., 25 October 1934. 

"Brisbane died in 1936. 
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also no indication in the four years of Hitler's reign in Germany during which Brisbane 

was writing that the editor or subscribers to the Standard viere displeased with his work 

or feh he was too critical of Hitler. There was no mention of letters supporting 

Brisbane's viewpoint printed at any time either. He did not criticize the German people, 

their culture, or their language. He carefiilly differentiated between the leader and the 

rest of German society. This may have been the important distinction for Fredericksburg 

residents. Brisbane was not attacking their culture or their pride in the characteristics 

they associated with people of good German stock. He was critical of Hitler, who was 

not representative of everything German, just the newest militaristic government in 

Germany. 

Another reason Brisbane's column did not arouse much ire among Fredericksburg 

residents was their own disgust wdth Germany's newest government. Jean Beterman said 

the reaction of Fredericksburg residents to Hitler was negative. They did not even 

believe he was good for Germany. Beterman claims, "they thought he [Hitler] was very 

bad for Grermany and you know that's one reason even the early settlers left because there 

was no freedom of religion and the oldest son inherited everything and that left a lot of 

people out of work. No, they were not in favor of Hitler."'* Kenn Knopp recorded that 

Fredericksburg's residents shook "their heads in disbelief and utter disgust" about the 

newest political leadership of Germany and prayed for their relatives still over there. 

They expressed gratitude for their ancestors who chose to immigrate to the United States. 

78 Beterman, interview by author, 2004. 
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Fredericksburg's citizens also worried that they might once again have to go to war 

against their countrymen, as they already had done once in many of their memories.'^ 

While long-time residents did not recall any support for Hitler's policies, there 

was no record of any public responses to his actions, or to any actions taken by U.S. 

citizens against him. There was a protest by many religious groups in Dallas after 

Hitler's cmelty to Jews was exposed, but there is no mention of it in the Standard, or any 

action on this policy or any other German policy.*" The larger state newspapers did not 

print any stories about events in Fredericksburg in response to events in Grermany either. 

Fredericksburg did occasionally make it into larger state newspapers but it was for events 

like the local representative speaking to future farmers in Fredericksburg, or because a 

community murderer was caught and taken back to Fredericksburg.** The one indication 

between 1933 and 1937 that community residents did not want to be associated with the 

new German government or its leader came in 1937, when the city council changed the 

name of its market square from Adolphsplatz, the name the founders had given it, to Der 

Marktplatz, or market square. 

When Hitler was made chancellor in Germany and started exercising absolute 

power, Fredericksburg residents gave "thanks to God their forbears became 

Americans."*^ Nor did they forget their grandparent's adopted country at other times. 

^' Knopp, "///« Nach Texas," 299-300. 

°̂ "Protest Made By All Creeds At Nazi Policy," Dallas Morning News, 3 April 1933. 

*' Austin (Texas) American, 19 February 1933; ami San Antonio (Texas) Express, 19 March 1933. 

^̂  Knopp, "///« Nach Texas," 300. 

83 Ibid., 299-300. 
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Fredericksburg's citizens were of German heritage, but they were also Americans and did 

not neglect that aspect of their community character either. 

The local American Legion post sponsored a Fourth of July celebration in all but 

one year between 1933 and 1937. The one year they did not sponsor a celebration was 

1937 and an article appeared in the Standard announcing no celebration would occur that 

year because the Fourth fell on a Sunday. The same article promised a "gigantic affair" 

for 1938. The Fourth of July celebration received at least as much media attention 

every year as the Saengerfest or Schuetzenfest did. In 1936 the first mention of the 

upcoming celebration was on June 11. According to that article the celebration would be 

free of charge, thanks to the contribution of Fredericksburg merchants, and would include 

a parade, a concert, and a Fourth of July address and fireworks.** The next week's article 

predicted the celebration would be even bigger than in years past and announced there 

would be prizes for the parade.** The week just preceding the Fourth a complete program 

was printed naming Representative Coke Stevenson as the speaker to give the patriotic 

address.*' Finally the week after the celebration an article reported that the celebration 

had drawn people from all over the Hill Country and that it was the one of the most 

"well-attended July 4* celebrations in the city's recent history."** Other Fourth of July 

*" Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 10 June 1937. 

85 Ibid.. 11 June 1936. 

*̂ Ibid., 18 June 1936. 

^' Ibid., 2 July 1936. 

Ibid., 9 July 1936. 
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celebrations were similar in content although each year's celebration seemed to get 

bigger and better.** Independence Day was celebrated with zest and fervor in 

Fredericksburg because it was an important day for its residents too. They were 

celebrating the creation of a nation that had given their ancestors a place to escape from a 

militaristic state with a history that seemed to be repeating itself again. 

Fredericksburg residents were also interested, and participated, in the American 

political system. 1936 was an election year and in July the Standard ran an article 

announcing Rooseveh and Garner's re-nomination as the Democratic presidential 

ticket. Later that year a community resident. Max Bierschwale, was selected as the 

Republican candidate to oppose the current Democratic Congressman.** The Thursday 

before the general presidential election a special article ran explaining the electoral 

college system, how the number of electors per state was chosen, and when the electors 

would vote for president. The article ended by listing the candidates for president and 

encouraged the readers to pay attention to the party of the candidates they wanted to vote 

for, but also to make sure they vote to "have a voice . [in] which of the following six 

[presidential] tickets the Washington government should be entmsted [to]."*^ 

Fredericksburg residents had an interest in the American government and understood it 

was their responsibility to participate fiilly in the system. Another example of 

Fredericksburg's residents' support in the political system was the early formation of the 

®̂ Ibid.. 29 June 1933 and 5 July 1934. 

^ Ibid., 2 July 1936. 

'̂ Ibid., 27 August 1935. 
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Democratic Party in Gillespie County, in January 1854.*^ Fredericksburg's residents 

were carefixl in following many other of their forebears traditions, and the American 

traditions were as closely followed as the German ones. 

There were also some other random articles in the Standard that indicate an 

interest and pride in the American system and values. In Febmary 1935 it ran an article 

on George Washington and discussed his ideals and values. The writer asked its readers 

to "find fresh inspiration in recalling to mind the ideals, the wamings, the hopes and the 

visions of this great statesman."*"* Among the pearls of wisdom offered was 

Washington's desire to see war banished from the earth.** Although this article honored 

their nation's creator, Washington's words also echoed a sentiment that people in 

Fredericksburg fervently wished would happen. The next year a letter from the White 

House appeared on the front page, accompanied by an article explaining how rare the 

honor of having the president sign five envelopes to use during the special stamp 

cancellation done at the Pioneer Museum instead of the post office for the ninetieth 

anniversary memorial celebration was, and how proud the community should be for 

receiving that honor. The envelopes had a special cachet of the Memorial Building on 

them, which, along with it being done at the Memorial museum, was what made this 

^ Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 29 October 1936. 

'^ Ibid., 18 March 1937. 

^' Ibid., 21 Febmary 1935. 

95 Ibid. 

40 



significant. An article in the Silver Anniversary edition the next year included the 

United States flag, explaining its history and symbolism, and also claiming community 

ownership of the flag as U.S. citizens.*' 

Fredericksburg's patriotism extended even to the military. Especially in 1936 and 

1937 there were occasional articles advertising that one of the branches of the military 

was seeking enlistments, and when local boys joined up they made the newspaper, 

usually the front page with their names and their parents' names listed as well as the type 

of training they would receive.** Winfred Berg received special notice in the newspaper 

on 4 July 1935 because he was the first "Gillespie County native son" to go to the U.S. 

Naval Academy at Annapolis.** Berg was not Fredericksburg's first native son in the 

Navy though. Chester Nimitz also made the Fredericksburg paper a couple of times, first 

for a book dedicated to him by his crew, and then in 1937 for his promotion from Captain 

to Rear Admiral.*"" Service in the United States military was a matter of pride in the eyes 

of the community of Fredericksburg. The young men who went were remembered and 

celebrated for their service to their country and their loyahy to the land where their 

ancestors chose to make their homes. 

^ Ibid., 13 April 1936 and 30 April 1936. Stamp cancellation is putting the postmark on an 
envelope, making the stamp unusable for the fiiture. It is usually just done at the point of entry. Special 
stamp cancellations are a feirly common event used in celebrations. See United States Postal service 
website glossary of terms for more information: http//:www.usps.com/cpim/ftp/pubs/pub32.pdf accessed 
(15 March 2004). 

^ Ibid., 18 March 1937. 

^ Ibid., 8 July 1937, and 15 July 1937. 

^ Ibid., 4 July 1935. 

"^ Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 28 March 1934 and 16 December 1937. 
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The community also remembered its veterans who did not return from the First 

World War. In May 1937 the local American legion appointed a committee to place flags 

on the graves of the war veterans at the city cemetery. They also invited residents who 

had war dead at other cemeteries to pick up a flag if they desired to place one on that 

grave. An editorial printed on the same day honored the war dead and extolled the glory 

of civilization. It also condemned war as its opposite, "inhuman and barbarous."*"* 

Earlier that year there was a longer article also honoring Gillespie County's war dead, 

and its record in the last war. The article listed several Gillespie County boys who had 

died, how and where they died, and their rank, also noting proudly that not a single 

county boy was dishonorably discharged from the military.*"^ Fredericksburg and 

Gillespie County were proud of the young men who had chosen to serve in the military. 

They continued to honor them and then- families years after the war was over, and to 

remember the sacrifice they made for their country and for a better world. 

In the years between 1933 and 1937 the community of Fredericksburg and its 

residents celebrated a unique mixture of German heritage and American loyahy. This 

small town retained a very German flavor, with the German language heard on the 

sfreets, in churches, and theatres. They celebrated Grerman-style festivals and welcomed 

news, information, and official visitors from their ancestral homeland. Their pride in their 

heritage did not extend to its government at the time though. There was no approval 

voiced for Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party, and akhough the disapproval was not clearly 

stated, it still existed as evidenced by the market square's name change. Fredericksburg's 

101 Ibid., 27 May 1937. 
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residents were also proud of their American citizenship. They celebrated the Fourth of 

July noisily and vnth pride, and participated in the American political system. And 

Fredericksburg's young men who went into military service or who served previously 

were honored. 

During these years the celebration of the two distinct parts of their makeup was 

not a problem in Fredericksburg. Its residents did not see themselves as having 

conflicting loyalties. Their allegiance was to the nation where their citizenship was, but 

they also cherished the traditions and heritage of their predecessors and believed they 

could do both. As World War II neared, first in Europe, and then in the United States, the 

idea of split loyalties became an issue. In the years prior to American entrance into 

World War II, the community of Fredericksburg began to realize the two distinct parts of 

its makeup could no longer be practiced together; one of them would have to change. 

102 Ibid., 18 March 1937. 
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CHAPTER m 

1938-NOVEMBER 1941: SUSPICION, TRANSITION 

AND BIASSED NEUTRALITY 

January 1938 began a year of world turmoil, much of it instigated by Adolf 

Hitler's policies and actions. If, in 1933 Americans were unconcerned about his 

activities, in 1938 they were more anxious ahhough they were still in many ways focused 

primarily on the United States. Between 1938 and November 1941, the month before the 

United States declared war on Germany, the American public's concern and suspicion of 

pro-German activities in the United States increased, especially after the beginning of the 

European War in September 1939 and the suspicions of a fifth column's role in 

Germany's early victories In Fredericksburg these years were a transition period, the 

community was moving away from the obvious connection to its German heritage, but its 

residents still maintained an understanding and sympathy for their ancestral country 

expressed through their vehement, often anti-British neutrality. This did not affect their 

loyahy to the United States though. As long as the United States was not involved in the 

war, there was no disloyalty in feeling some sympathy for the German nation. However, 

this sympathy was muted because of the atmosphere of general distmst about pro-

German activities or sympathies. 

During 1938, the German-American Bund continued to gamer public attention. 

In March 1938 Fritz Kuhn, the Bund's ""Fuehrer,"" traveled to Germany to try to get more 

support from the German government. The German government refiised him that 
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support, but he came back claiming success anyway, making most Americans even 

angrier than they already were at him and his organization, and creating more distmst and 

ill will towards the German government* However, the Bund continued its activities in 

the United States. In New York on 20 Febmary 1939 the Bund held a huge rally at 

Madison Square Garden, supposedly celebrating George Washington's birthday. About 

one thousand police officers provided security for the event, and about ten thousand anti-

Bund protesters showed up outside to protest its activities. This event concluded without 

incident due to the New York City police enforcing strict regulations.^ 

Reports on Bund activities continued to make the news elsewhere in the United 

States, including an activity held at Camp Nordland, a Bund camp in New Jersey, where 

both the Stars and Stripes and the symbol of Hitler's guard were on the podium. The 

leadership continued to preach about a new era that the German people would lead the 

rest of the world into. Witnesses who had attended Bund camps also testified before the 

House Un-American Activities Committee that they had heard the Horst Wessel Lied, a 

Nazi Party song, and seen the Nazi salute while at Bund camps.^ All these events caused 

most Americans to believe the Bund was a threat to the peace and maintenance of the 

United States. 

' Diamond, Nazi Movement, 257; Remak, "Friends of New Germany.' 39-40. 

^ Holian, World WarU, 33-34. 

^ "The Bunders Resume," Newsweek (24 June 1940), 35; Congress, House, Committee on Un-
American Activities, Investigation of Un-American Propaganda Activities in the United States: Hearings 
before a Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 78* Cong., T' sess. (20 September 1939-19 April 
1943), 194-95. 
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American public reaction to the Bund grew more vocal during this time period, 

and the federal government began monitoring and limiting it. Veterans' organizations 

condemned the Bund as an "un-American hate group bent on undermining the American 

way of life." The VFW of Hamilton County, Ohio stated outright its member's belief 

that Bund members gave their loyahy to Hitler. "* In 1938 the House Un-American 

Activities Committee (HUAC) then known as the Dies Committee, after Representative 

Martin Dies of Texas, its chair, started hearings dealing with pro-German and Communist 

activities in the United States. This committee was the subject of controversy and debate 

in Congress and the media. Midwestern Congressman did not favor the committee 

because they were concemed that it would serve as a catalyst in retuming to the "pure 

Americanism" of World War 1. The media debated the pros and cons of the committee 

with those in favor arguing that such a committee "serves the useful purpose of keeping 

the public advised of sinister underground activities which even if not illegal deserve to 

be watched." Those against the committee believed it was unconstitutional, created more 

apprehension, and was investigating opinions, which were still legal to have* In spite of 

the debate, the committee continued hearings and many Grerman-Americans took the 

opportunity to testify before a Congressional committee that they were loyal American 

citizens and would serve that country above all others. 

Congress also gave Fritz Kuhn individual attention. On 27 May 1940 California 

Representative Leland M. Ford submitted into the Congressional Record a letter he had 

' Holian, World War II, 38, 45. 
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sent to the U.S. District Attorney in New York requesting that Kuhn's U.S. citizenship be 

voided. Kuhn was a naturalized citizen, and Ford argued that he filed for citizenship 

fraudulently because he had asserted under oath that he had no "mental reservation . 

made known therein attached to the principles of the United States and well disposed to 

the good order and happiness of the United States."* Ford then argued that Kuhn's 

actions indicated he had not given up his allegiance to Germany, and therefore was in 

violation of the oath because his continued German allegiance conflicted with his interest 

in the "good order and happiness of the United States."' 

The government also acted against aliens and other potentially suspicious people 

including members of the German-American Bund and other pro-German groups. In 

1939 FBI director J. Edgar Hoover created a list of "potential sympathizers with the Nazi 

cause," including leaders of cultural or assistance organizations, less suspicious aliens 

and "members of ethnic groups and those who donated money to them."* This list was 

very easy to get on to, but only through death could a person's name be removed.* In 

1940 Congress went one step fiirther and passed Public Law 670, the Alien Registration 

* Diamond, A âz; Move/wen ,̂ 280; Franz Boas and Raymond Clapper, "The Dies Committee: A 
Debate I-A Necessary Job, Badly Done, Il-Opinion Not Subject to Inquiry," The Forum (March 1940), 
155-157. 

^ Congress, House, Representative Leland Ford of CaUfomia submitting a letter regarding the 
citizenship of Fritz Kuhn for the record to the House, 76* Cong., 3"* sess.. Congressional Record 86, pt. 6 
(27 May 1940): 6910-11. 

'Ibid. 

* Holian, World War II, 132-33. 

' Krammer, Undue Process, 11. 
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Act, detailing initial plans for alien registration.*" The purpose of the act was to "prohibit 

certain subversive activities, to amend certain provisions of the law with respect to the 

admission and deportation of aliens, to require the fingerprinting and registration of 

aliens; and for other purposes."** This registration program was a step towards satisfying 

American public opinion based on a Gallup poll where ninety-five percent of those polled 

believed that all people who were not U.S. citizens should be required to register.*^ In 

these ways the federal government acted on the public's concern about German spies and 

other dangerous individuals in America's ethnic communities. 

This fear was unfounded at least concerning the majority of Grerman-Americans 

who had decided that Nazism was an embarrassment and a disgrace. The German-

American press continued activities to convince the American public that the majority did 

not harbor any secret Nazi sympathies.*^ The German language press emphasized its 

loyalty to the United States, the opposite of their reaction during the First World War. 

The Freie Press, announced a platform for German-Americans to follow, including 

"absolute and unswerving" loyalty to American ideals and principles, a continuous, 

"consistent effort to teach that spirit-instill it into the mind and heart of every citizen of 

German extraction," and "strict obedience" to all American laws and customs.*'* The 

'° Holian, World War IL 91. 

' ' Ibid. 

'^ George Gallup, The Gallup Poll (Wihnington, DE: Scholarly Resources, 1971), 228. 

'^ Fox, America's Invisible Gulag, 14. 

'" Holian, World War II, 58-60. 
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German language newspapers wanted to combat the misconception the Bund was 

creating of a German-American conspiracy against the United States. 

These continuing attempts by German-Americans reached some Americans. The 

commander of the Cincinnati VFW post stated in March 1938 that he and his 

organization wanted to "pay a tribute" to the majority of German-Americans who had 

"no time, no sympathy and no money to support any effort to inject European discord 

into the United States," stating that the complaint the VFW post had was not with them, 

but with the vocal minority who was disloyal. A Gallup poll question in December 1939 

asked people if they thought cities and states should ban German music and the teaching 

of the German language and over eighty-five percent said no to both, indicating that they 

did not have bad associations with everything German, as had happened during the last 

world war.** 

Members of Congress also recognized that the majority of German-Americans 

were loyal citizens. Pennsylvania Congressman Joseph Guffey submitted an address 

given by fellow Congressman Elbert Thomas of Utah, to the German Society of 

Pennsylvania. Representative Thomas, addressing the society, celebrated the 

contributions that Germans had made to society in thought, heritage and culture, 

encouraged the "thoughtful German in America" to see a sense of fulfillment in his 

immigrant father's dreams and the promise of his children's fiiture.** Another 

Congressman submitted an article into the record, which suggested that German-

'̂  Quoted in ibid., 43; and George GaUup, Gallup Poll, 196. 
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Americans probably feared another war after their treatment during the last one and 

though their sympathy had been with Germany at the time, once the United States had 

entered World War I "their allegiance to the United States was unquestionable."*' Even 

Martin Dies, chairman of HUAC, admitted in a committee hearing that "the great 

majority of people of German descent in this country are patriotic, loyal Americans."** 

On a national level Americans were beginning to take greater notice of Hitler in 

Germany and what effect his government was having on American affairs. There was 

also the official recognition that most German-Americans were not only not involved in 

pro-Nazi activities, but that many of them feh just as strongly against those people who 

were pro-Nazi as other American citizens. That official recognition was not always 

enough to save that majority from suspicion, especially since members of that majority 

were also called in to testify to the Dies Committee, or targeted for other reasons, but in 

general the United States government did try to only target those who appeared most 

disloyal. 

By 1938, and through the years before the U.S. entrance into Worid War II 

Texans had also become more aware of European affairs and the effect that far-flung 

wars could have on their state. In a 1938 court clerks annual meeting Judge John Sharp, 

an associate justice on the Texas Supreme Court, urged native bom and naturalized 

'* Congress, Senate, Extension of Remarks of Joseph F. Guffey of Pennsylvania regarding an 
address made by Senator Elbert Thomas of Utah, 76* Cong., 3"^ sess.. Appendix to the Congressional 
Record 86, pL 13 (3 January 1940 to 5 March 1941): 78. 

' ' Congress, House, Extension of Remarks of Laurence F. Amold of Illinois regarding an article 
written by David Lawrence of the Evening Star, 76* Cong., 2°'' sess.. Appendix to the Congressional 
Record 85, pt. 3 (28 September 1939). 64. 

'* HUAC, Investigation of Un-American Propaganda, 814. 
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citizens to show allegiance to the United States and its government. Sharp noted that it 

was a "fatefiil hour in the history of civilization" and at that time civilization was 

dependent on one man. ** These comments appeared in the Austin paper on 30 

September 1938, the same time Hitler, Neville Chamberiain, Benito Mussolini and 

Edouard Daladier were meeting in Munich to decide the fate of the Czech Sudetenland.^^ 

Rising tensions in Europe, coupled with mmors and fears in America, probably prompted 

Sharp's remarks on allegiance. 

In the following months and next couple of years, other indications of Texans' 

distaste for the Grerman Fuehrer became evident. The next day in the Dallas Morning 

News a front page article's headlines read "Hitler's Uncle Hopes Nephew's Wings 

Clipped; South Texas Farmer Calls Fuehrer Ignorant."^* The article was about a man 

who claimed to be Hitler's uncle and expressed his dislike for his nephew's actions in 

Germany.^^ His claim was not substantiated and the farmer was not mentioned again in 

the media, but it emphasizes Texans' aversion to Hitler. In 1940 Texas oil men voiced 

their objections to selling oil to the Axis^^ and a ranch called the "Swastika Ranch" was 

renamed T Bar Ranch. The impetus behind this name change was more than just distaste 

for Hitler though. The ovmer changed it after mmors about his loyahy started, and he 

^^ Austin (Texas) American Statesman, 30 September 1938. 

^̂  Ibid.; and Shirer, Rise and Fall, 559. 

'̂ Dallas Moming News, 1 October 1938. 

^̂  Ibid. 

^^ Austin (Texas) American-Statesman, 21 May 1940. 
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clarified the fact that his swastika was an Indian symbol, not a Nazi one.̂ "* Texans also 

supported Roosevelt's defensive efforts, and pro-defense rallies were held in over four 

hundred Texas towns.^* After the war began, Texans also supported Britain by sending 

assistance packages and inviting English refugee children into their homes away from the 

war. The general feeling in Texas was anti-Hitler and as the European war progressed, 

Texans became more pro-war. 

Texans were also concemed about subversive elements among them and in 1940 

Governor W. Lee O'Daniel confirmed Texans worst fears when he announced "he had 

confidential reports of 'un-American activities' in Texas''^' O'Daniel explained that to 

combat those elements he was sending Adjutant General J. Watt Page from the Texas 

National Guard and Homer Garrison Jr., who headed the Texas Department of Public 

Safety, to Washington to "confer with federal officials."^* He also sent a statement 

directly to President Rooseveh assuring him that Texas stood ready to do anything 

Roosevelt wished in strengthening national defense, adding that Texans' prayers were 

with the president. He also expressed the desire that the president continue to keep the 

United States out of foreign wars. Another part of O'Daniel's speech, reported in the 

Austin and Dallas newspapers, as well as others throughout the states, asked the citizens 

of Texas to report to him "any and all information that any of our citizens can give me 

^̂  Ibid., 21 June 1940. 

^̂  James Lee, Carolyn Bames, Kent Bowman and Laura Crow, Eds., 1941: Texas Goes to War 
(Denton, TX: University of North Texas Press, 1991), 9, 13. 

*̂ Ibid., 7. 

'^^ Austin (Texas) American Statesman, 21 May 1940. 
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concerning any specific cases of un-American activities they know about or surmise."^* 

O'Daniels request led to numerous accusatory letters and also an increase of activity 

against perceived "un-Americans' in Texas. Within a week, O'Daniel had also appointed 

a committee to "render maximum service" to the federal government dealing with 

national defense.^" 

The increase in activity against suspicious persons occurred within the first few 

months after O'Daniels speech, indicating his speech was possibly a partial cause for the 

increase. The day after his speech appeared in newspapers "an angry crowd" in Del Rio, 

Texas, "escorted three accused nazi [sic] agents to the city limits . . and wamed them 

not to return." The accused Nazis had been distributing literature, including a pamphlet 

with a swastika on its cover and one of them reportedly called the U.S. flag a "dirty rag." 

The mayor invited them to leave town and akhough the mob followed the accused spies 

to the town's limit, no violent action occurred.^^ The same day an article appeared in the 

Dallas Times-Herald announcing the investigation of a school class in which several 

members had expressed the wish that Hitler win because he was in the right.^^ In June 

the Daily Texan, the student newspaper at the University of Texas printed a peace 

^Ibid. 

^'Ibid. 

°̂ Ibid., 28 May 1940. 

'̂ Dallas Moming News, 23 May 1940. 

^^Ibid. 

^̂  Dallas Times Herald, 23 May 1940, Box 2001/138-62, Anti-American Activities Files, Records 
of W. Lee O'Daniel, Texas office of the Governor, Archives and Information Services Division, Texas 
State Library and Archives Commission. 
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editorial that resuhed in a subversion charge, and university president Homer Rainey 

requested a clarification of exactly what "subversive activities" were and where the first 

amendment fit in.̂ '* Finally in July, a Jehovah's Witness was charged with disrespecting 

the flag because the magazine he was distributing. The Watchtower, a religious magazine, 

stated that the American flag was an idol and advocated man should have only one 

allegiance, to God. This was one of several incidents relating to Jehovah's Witnesses 

during this time.^* 

Although most of the actions against suspicious or disloyal persons were 

restrained, many of the letters written to Governor O'Daniel's office were not as 

considerate. They ranged from general approval for his actions and agreement with his 

concern to very specific concerns about people or communities. Texans were concemed 

about Germans and communists, but there was more concern about Grermans because 

Texas had a large German-American population. One unsigned letter expressed concern 

about "Hitlerism' in Texas, noting that they (the letter did not identify exactly who "they" 

was) "have changed over since the Germans have been so successful in this war so far.' 

The author continued to express concern over Nazi literature in the United States, and 

that the authors knew of homes where American symbols such as the flag and patriotic 

songs were ignored, "hissed at," or laughed at.^' Another letter voiced concern that the 

.36 

^^ Austin (Texas) American Statesman, 22 June 1940. 

^̂  Dallas Morning News, I My 1940. 

*̂ Unsigned letter written 21 May 1940 to O'Daniel, Box 2001/138-61, O'Daniel, Anti-American 
Activities Files, Texas State Library and Archives Commission. 

'' Ibid. 
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Germans were going to cmsh the English-speaking people and complained that not 

enough attention was being paid to them, because they were dangerous.^* 

Texans also sent letters to O'Daniel's office naming specific people whom they 

considered "un-American" in their activities. A letter reported that the Lutheran preacher 

in Schulenburg was taking donations for an anti-British movement, which the author 

noted might be okay, or maybe a cover for something else. J.F. Mikus reported Germans 

controlled the entire school board of Fayetteville and he wanted it investigated. Another 

"patriotic citizen" reported an individual in his or her community spreading Nazi 

literature and wamed that the community residents were contemplating taking action.^* 

Other similar letters came in from around Texas reporting on young foreigners, or people 

speaking favorably of Hitler and people of German birth or who spoke German. The 

governor responded to most of these letters, although sometimes belatedly, and there was 

also correspondence indicating that at least some of the people reported in these letters 

were passed on to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

^̂  Unsigned letter received 30 May 1940 in O'Daniels' office, Box 2001 138/61, O'Daniel. Anti-
American Activities files, Texas State Library and Archives Commission. 

^' J.F. Mikus to O'Daniel, 9 September 1940, Box 2001/138-61; T. H. McBride to O'Daniel, 29 
May 1940, Box 2001/138-63; Patriotic Citizen to O'Daniel, received in governor's office, 25 June 1940, 
Box 2001/138-61, O'Daniel, Anti-American Activities Files, Texas State Library and Archives 
Commission. 

""̂  Royston to O'Daniel, 29 May 1940, Box 2001/138-61; tene Holland to O'Daniel, 24 May 
1940, Box 2001/138-61; unsigned to O'Daniel, received 31 May 1940, Box 2001/138-61. O'Daniel, Anti-
American Activities Files, Texas State Library and Archives Commission. 

"' O'Daniel to D.K. Lansing, 19 June 1940, Box 2001/138-61; O'Daniel to C. T. Dufher, 18 June 
1940, Box 2001/138-61; Gus T. Jones, FBI Special Agent in Charge to Homer Garrison Jr., Director, Texas 
Department of Public Safety, 11 June 1940, Box 2001/138-61; WilUam Lawson, Secretary to the Governor 
to Garrison, 22 June 1940, Box 2001/138-61, O'Daniel, Anti-American Activities Files, Texas State 
Library and Archives Commission. Per author's correspondence with FBI, most regional records of the 
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People also sent letters to Governor O'Daniel concerning whole towns, primarily 

those with significant German populations. However, with a few exceptions, it was not 

residents of these towns advising the governor to watch them, but someone who knew of 

the towm's reputation as a German community or observed something they felt was 

suspicious while passing through. 

Fredericksburg was one of those towns that many people suspected. Although no 

Fredericksburg's residents actually reported any pro-German or un-American activities, 

its name appeared several times in the months following Govemor O'Daniel's request for 

information, sometimes alone, but often with other German communities. Shelby 

Thompson, writing from San Antonio commented that "a Lady school teacher in 

Fredericksburg Texas - stated that the German People was not going to be bothered when 

the War come on - because they was [sic] organized with the Old Country - now I think 

there should be an investigation in Fredericksburg."'*^ Another letter reported that 

"COMFORT, BOERNE, FREDERICKSBURG, COSTELL & NEW BRAUNFELS are 

German to the core" and "are wildly jubilant over Nazi victories.""*^ Other writers 

discussed a dance in Fredericksburg to celebrate Hitler's victory, and meetings of pro-

German groups traveling around to the German towns in Texas. "*"* 

FBI have not been preserved because of space considerations and if the FBI did report their findings back 
to the governor's office, those records are not in the O'Daniel papers. 

"̂  Shelby Thompson to O'DanieL 4 August 1940, Box 2001/138-61, O'Daniel, Anti-American 
Activities Files, Texas State Library and Archives Commission. 

"̂  Mrs. D. Poole to O'Daniel, 22 May 1940, Box 2001/138-63, O'Daniel, Anti-American 
Activities Files, Texas State Library and Archives Commission. 
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The most interesting report on Fredericksburg was from a man traveling through 

the area. He reported that while there he approached two groups of German school 

children and observed them "click their heels together and exchange up the Nazi 

salute." This report and others contradicted residents who claimed that there was no 

Nazi activity occurring, and their newspaper makes no report of it. Also, all these reports 

came from people outside of the community during a time when emotions and suspicions 

were mnning high. There was fear and suspicion, but most of these letters could report 

nothing more than that the town was German, and could not even name a single person in 

Fredericksburg who was behaving suspiciously. It was probably a "knee-jerk" reaction 

to fear, and Fredericksburg was an easy place to target because it still maintained many of 

its German traditions. 

One other event occurred in the summer of 1940 to heighten Texas residents' 

suspicion of Germans among them. Representative Dies brought his Un-American 

Activities Committee to Austin for a hearing. The hearings began on 8 July and ended on 

11 July 1940."** While the committee was in session headlines included "New Type Nazi 

Bund Found by Dies Here""*' and "Letters of Nazi Consuls Laid Before Probers.""** Dies' 

committee did find evidence that there was pro-Nazi activity in Texas, but the community 

'^ W.L. Nations to O'Daniel. 22 May 1940, Box 2001/138-63; D.K. Lansing To O'Daniels, 23 
May 1940, Box 2001/138-63, O'Daniel, Anti-American Activities Files, Texas State Library and Archives 
Commissioa 

*̂ H H. Brand to O'Daniel, 24 May 1940, Box 2001/138-61, O'Daniel, Anti-American Activities 
Files, Texas State Library and Archives Commission. 

'^^ Austin (Texas) American-Statesman, 4 July 1940 and 12 July 1940. 

"" Ibid., 10 July 1940. 
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of Fredericksburg did not draw much attention from the committee. It was mentioned 

only once, when the committee interviewed a University of Texas student named Theo 

Leonhard, from Stonewall. He testified that Wilhelm Kunze, the German-American 

Bund commander, approached him about setting up new Bund organizations in Stonewall 

and Fredericksburg."** Leonhard told the committee he informed Kunze that most 

Germans in that part of Texas were at least third generation and proud of the United 

States. Of the people of Fredericksburg specifically he testified, "I think they are all 

exceptionally so. I know that at Fredericksburg they take great pride in the fact that one 

of the native boys was the first officer killed in the A.E.F [American Expeditionary 

Forces]." This is a closer account of the people of Fredericksburg, as they would put it, 

but also the account that seems closer to fact. The Dies Committee did not examine 

Fredericksburg any closer and had they, there would have been little to actually accuse its 

residents of, aside from possibly an excess of anti-British feeling. 

Although the time between the beginning of 1938 and November 1941 was a 

transition for Fredericksburg residents, in 1938 it looked little different than it had during 

the last several years. There was still evidence of the residents' German heritage and 

their pride in it. The theatre showed a German talking picture in April and the grammar 

school formed a German band, which entertained students later in the year. 

'^ Ibid. 9 July 1940. 

"' Ibid. 12 July 1940. 

°̂ HUAC, Investigation of Un-American Propaganda, 903. That officer was Lt. Louis Jordan, 
discussed briefly in chapter one. 

' ' Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 28 April 1938, 27 October 1938, and 17 November 1938. 
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In 1939 and 1940 similar events occurred with some regularity but they were not 

as numerous and were lower key than in previous years, basically disappearing by 1941. 

The schools continued teaching German and having German programs and presentations 

and a classic German poem "£r/ Koenig," appeared in the student newspaper.*^ The 

Palace Theatre Management continued to present German films on a regular basis 

throughout most of 1940 although the newspaper did not give them the same type of 

reviews or coverage it had in the past.*^ In 1939, Consul-General Von Spiegel visited 

Fredericksburg again, although he was just passing through, and the newspaper does not 

mention any special events for him as there had been for he and other German officials in 

the past. He was not in Fredericksburg again for Christmas in 1938 as he has said he 

would be.*"* In 1940, the Sons of Herman sponsored a German summer school, but 1940 

appears to be the only year they did so.** By 1941, most of these activities disappeared. 

The Palace Theatre still had weekly movies, but they were all in English. The schools 

probably still taught German but the school newspaper was no longer printed in the 

Fredericksburg Standard, so the German programs were no longer reviewed for the 

public, and German officials quit visiting Fredericksburg. Although there were still 

occasional indications of Fredericksburg's German heritage, like an ad for the book 

" Ibid., 26 October 1939, 26 January 1939, 12 December 1940. and 30 October 1940. 

^̂  Ibid., 7 September 1939, 26 July 1940. and 7 November 1940. 

'" Ibid., 2 Febmary 1939. 

' ' Ibid., 31 May 1940. 
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German Pioneers in Texas, the practice and celebration of their German heritage had 

disappeared, or at the very least was muted.** 

Two remnants of their celebration of German heritage did hang on, ahhough both 

changed subtly to reflect a more appropriate, less German, appearance. Gillespie County 

held both the Saengerfest and Schutzenfest as usual in 1938 and 1939.*' Then in 1940, 

there was a small change in the Schutzenfest, not in its organization or the way it was mn, 

but in its name. In August 1940, the headline announcing the annual festival read "48*'' 

Annual Shooting Festival Set for Weekend."** The article makes no reference to the 

language change, or why or who made the decision to change the name, whether it was 

the sponsoring organization or if the newspaper just changed it, ahhough presumably it 

was the Gillespie County Shooting Association, the organization that sponsored it that 

made the decision. The competition winner's title also changed from Schuetzenkoenig, to 

the person who wins the crown.** The Saengerfest also lost its German title, becoming 

the annual Gillespie County singing festival, again with no mention of why the name was 

changed or who made the decision to change it.*" Although the festivals continued with 

the essential German character, Fredericksburg residents removed the obvious connection 

vdth Germany from the festivals, as they did from other aspects of the community. 

'*Ibid.. 6 March 1941. 

" Ibid., 11 August 1938, 3 August 1939, 21 April 1938, and 20 April 1939. 

'̂  Ibid., 1 August 1940. 

^'ibid., 14 August 1941. 

*° Ibid., 5 June 1941. 
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As open celebration of Fredericksburg's German flavor disappeared, its residents 

continued celebrating their American citizenship, even increasing the emphasis on loyahy 

and gratitude for the United States and what it represented. The American Legion 

continued to sponsor Fourth of July celebrations, which, according to the Fredericksburg 

Standard, continued to improve with time.** But emphasis on loyalty to America began 

to expand beyond the annual Independence Day Celebration and other events as 

newspaper editors, columnists, and community officials got involved. In December 1938 

the editorial in the newspaper was entitled "Respect to the Flag." It discussed showing 

proper respect to the flag and other national symbols, including the Star Spangled 

Banner. The author reminded American citizens "Other flags mean a glorious past, this 

flag a glorious fiiture" and "it is not the flag of your king - it is the flag of yourself and 

all your neighbors."*^ The editor noted that he had chosen to print this tribute to the flag, 

written by the American minister to Denmark, because he had noticed people who had 

neglected to give the proper respect to the flag and just wanted to remind all of 

Fredericksburg's citizens on proper etiquette for future reference.*^ 

This pattem of reminding the citizens of Fredericksburg of the gratitude they 

should feel towards America continued throughout the next three years. In January 1939 

Alfred Petsch, a very opinionated local columnist, addressed the subject of people 

"growling" against the government. He reminded those growlers that an "American 

citizens possesses the great fundamental privileges enjoyed only by a very small 

*'Ibid, 6 July 1939. 

*̂  Ibid., 8 December 1938. 
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percentage of the people living in the worid."*"* He continued to list those privileges 

including the freedom to worship as one pleased and the freedom of speech.** 

Much later in 1939, shortly after the beginning of the war in Europe, the editors 

published an editorial entitled "It's Great to be an American." The editorial 

acknowledged that the United States had its problems, but its citizens should be grateful 

that as American citizens they were protected from the war raging in Europe. The article 

ended with another reminder of how gratefiil Americans, especially Texas Americans 

should be. "Texas Americans are indeed fortunate to live happily in a land that has long 

been free from suppression. It is a privilege to live and to continue to live where [there 

are] human guarantees for our heritage. May this heritage continue always for peace 

loving Texans."** This editorial was probably v̂ n-itten by a Fredericksburg resident, 

because the editors indicated if a column or commentary was taken from somewhere else, 

and there was no indication that this particular essay was borrowed from another paper or 

source. 

The newspaper continued printing patriotic reminders to Fredericksburg residents 

in 1940 and 1941, but in 1941 the mayor of Fredericksburg, Edward Krauskopf began 

activities to buoy loyahy in Fredericksburg. He decided to make July 4 of that year a day 

of rededication. He asked his constituents to rededicate themselves to defending "Life, 

*̂  Ibid. 

^ Ibid., 19 January 1939. At this time, Petsch was also Fredericksburg's Texas State Lower 
House Representative. 

*' Ibid. 

^ Ibid., 17 September 1939. 
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Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness, which our forefathers proclaimed as a basis for our 

liberty so that Liberty can be preserved for our posterity."*' 

Even as the community of Fredericksburg was phasing out its practice of German 

heritage, newspaper editors and others started urging its residents to remember their 

loyahy to the United States and to make sure Fredericksburg was seen as a patriotic town. 

As the nation and state around their community grew wary of their ancestral country, 

Fredericksburg residents responded by akering some of their German traditions and 

letting others fade away, but also by emphasizing the loyahy and gratitude they felt to the 

United States in a period that was leading to crisis. 

The crisis was coming. During this period the pages of the Fredericksburg 

Standard carried the same news from Europe that the rest of the nation was learning. 

Fredericksburg's residents learned from their own newspaper that Hitler had annexed 

Austria, and later that year of Hitler's bluster about the abuse of the Sudetenland 

Germans, and the cost of peace in Europe when Neville Chamberlain gave Germany the 

Sudetenland. They learned of President Roosevelt's attempts to make peace, of alliances 

signed by muhiple nations in Europe, and of the fight over the city of Danzig. Finally, on 

7 September 1939 a subtitle to the article "It Happened This Week" announced that 

Europe had plunged into war after the failure of numerous attempts at peace.** That 

weekly article continued to cover actions, events and battles in Europe through the 

remainder of 1941. 

*'lbid., 3July 1941. 

*̂  Ibid., 3 March 1938, 15 September 1938, 6 October 1938, 20 April 1939, 25 May 1939, 6 July 
1939, 20 July 1939, 24 August 1939, and 7 September 1939. 
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Germany's mistreatment of the Jews was also included Fredericksburg's paper. It 

was printed in the same column with the rest of the national and worid events. The 

editors did not give this particular aspect of the Nazi regime more or less attention than 

anything else. There were no columns or editorials written about Jewish treatment. This 

is significant because some Americans of German descent, and German resident aliens, 

did not believe this aspect of news stories relating to Germany, just not wanting to 

believe their ancestral country or their families could do any such thing.** However, in 

Fredericksburg it was treated as another piece of news. 

Although editors and columnists in Fredericksburg typically ignored the Jewish 

question, they were not quiet on the subject of events in Europe and the role the United 

States should play. The editorials and a weekly opinion column entitled "We Believe" 

authored by Alfred Petsch which had been mnning for several years prior to 1938, 

frequently expressed opinions on this subject, and although an occasional letter to the 

editor appears complaining about "We Believe" it was usually about the author's opinion 

on community issues, not national ones.'" The author of "We Believe," also explained 

his use of the term "we" because he was discussing not only his own opinion, but also the 

opinion of his readers "whose sentiment and expressions of approval from time to time 

have given courage and assistance to the ideas therein."'* So, even though the ideas and 

sentiments expressed in the Fredericksburg Standard probably do not reflect every 

*' Wolfgang zu Puthtz, "Your German-American Neighbor and the Fifth Column," Harper's 
Magazine (February 1942), 325. 

™ Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 28 August 1941. 

' ' Ibid., 12 June 1941. 
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individual's feelings in Fredericksburg, it is reasonable to suggest it represents a majority 

of Fredericksburg's residents. The attention Fredericksburg's newspaper writers gave to 

the European War in the opinion section of the paper was new in 1938. Although they 

may have made on occasional comment on war or American values or liberty prior to that 

year the frequency and space spent on these ideas and commentary increased greatly 

beginning in 1938, and continued to receive regular attention throughout 1941. The 

opinions expressed were all about peace, neufrality, and isolation in some form. 

Sometimes the writers of these opinions merely called for continued neutrality 

and isolation, taking the view that European issues should stay in Europe, and the United 

States should not get involved. The Memorial Day editorial for 1938 stated "Today, we 

find numerous voices in our country talking war, one that is not needed and surely not 

wanted by the people of our country. There is no nobler way to remember the dead than 

to demand an end to war and wars."'^ In June of 1938, Petsch echoed a similar 

sentiment, calling for American citizens to be "on guard" against American participation 

in future wars, especially wars of conquest, "fought in behalf of other nations." He called 

for patriotic Americans to advocate, "America mind its ovm business and leave other 

nations to fight their ovra wars."'^ Both these commentaries were made over a year 

before war began in Europe, although even at the time there was obvious unrest in 

Europe, and these authors wanted to make sure that when war started the United States 

would avoid it. An editorial published in December, as war came nearer, was still calling 

'^ Ibid., 19 May 1938. 

" Ibid., 2 June 1938. 
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for peace. The author noted the United States should attempt to have good relations with 

all nations, and that this attitude might have changed America's role in World War I. 

However, the author noted he believed another war may be coming, and called upon 

Americans to keep cool and allow the nation to "find an honorable way to keep out of 

it."'"* 

In 1939, the Fredericksburg Standard printed editorials calling for peace and 

neutrality on a consistent basis, sometimes even several times a month. In June one 

editorial written by Dr. Clarence Poe and one borrowed from another newspaper 

discussed the stupidity of war, concluding not only that it was stupid, but costly and "less 

valuable than ever before."'* After the war began in Europe, the Standard's editors called 

on its reader to keep their heads because "hysteria, passion, fanaticism, mistaken idealism 

- these things can be the producers of min and horror. American neutrality is dependent 

upon America keeping hs head."'* Other editorials throughout the remainder of 1939 

called for continued neutrality and also for citizens to be gratefiil to America because it 

was not at war." An unsigned editorial opinion specifically congratulated another 

newspaper which one day appeared without any war news on the front page, calling it a 

"real contribution to peace."'* 

'"' Ibid., 1 December 1938. 

" Ibid., 8 June 1939. 

'* Ibid., 21 September 1939. 

" Ibid., 5 September 1939. 

'^ Ibid., 2 November 1939. 
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Other writers discussing peace and neutrality took a harsher approach towards the 

situation in Europe. The most outspoken and frequent of these authors in Fredericksburg 

was Alfred Petsch, akhough other, usually unsigned, editorials wkh similar themes also 

appeared occasionally in the editorial section. Petsch's rhetoric, although not necessarily 

pro-German, was definkely anti-Brkish and to a lesser extent anti-French. He rarely had 

anything good to say about ekher nation before the war in Europe began, or about their 

treatment of their allies after the war started. He also blamed these two nations for much 

of the war sentiment in the Unked States, as well as frequently reminding his readers of 

thek behavior after Worid War I. He also had a tendency to excuse Germany, and 

sometimes even Hitler, for certain actions, not necessarily defending the action as right 

but identifying ks source as reasonable. Although Petsch was writing most of the 

columns his opinions probably reflected the majority of Fredericksburg resident's 

opinions because no one wrote in to reflate his ideas and his column continued to mn 

through 1941. Although Fredericksburg residents were toning down the visibility of their 

Grerman heritage, they still possessed an underlying sympathy for Germany because the 

connection to their heritage still existed, they were just severing obvious signs of k. 

Petsch credited the British and French for Hitler's rise to power, and to some 

extent the war that followed. Petsch wrote in March of 1938: 
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We do not want to be misunderstood and we state at the outset, if Europe 
goes to war at any time during the lifetime of the dictator [Hitler], he will 
in all probability be at least the indirect cause if not the direct cause. However, 
at least two nations are responsible for the creation of Hitler; had England and 
France, at the end of Worid War, . been reasonable in their rearmament 
programs, and in their treatment of their conquered foe there would have been 
nekher demand nor excuse for a dictator of the German people.'* 

He goes on to accuse Britain and France of being more interested in revenge than in 

"making the worid safe for democracy," which, along with the fiiture peace of the worid, 

was what the Unked States had been fighting for during the First Worid War. He fiirther 

argued that the Treaty of Versailles created the conditions for a German dictatorship and 

if Hkler had not decided to take the poskion another man would have.*" 

These sentiments expressed first by Petsch continued to be forwarded by him and 

others. Later in 1938 he again condemned the British and French for their role in the 

Versailles Treaty. In 1939 the newspaper ran an editorial written by an unidentified 

author called "Foolish Doctrine" about America's foolish entry into the First World War 

and the result which was "now admittedly generally to have been the most unjust treaty 

ever penned, and the result in turn has been to create at least two dictatorships in 

Europe."** This edkorial was written after the war began in Europe, and like most others 

called for American neutrality by arguing the United States should not get into another 

war because of the outcome of the last one. Petsch also continued to blame England and 

France for their part in creating the condkions that led to another war, continuing into 

1941 even as elsewhere in the United States, pro-British sentiment grew. 

'^ Ibid., 24 March 1938. 

^°Ibid. 
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Petsch had an explanation for the growing pro-British sentiment too, and again 

the answer was the British. He was fond of reviling against British propaganda. 

Addressing the issue of the growth in national defense funding, Petsch wrote that 

although he believed the president was sincere in his desire for defense he was "not so 

certain but what he is not being misled by shrewd English propagandists."*^ Shortly after 

the start of war in Europe, he attacked British and French propaganda again, 

acknowledging that the majorky of American ckizens had sympathy for the "so-called 

democracies" because they had been sucked in by well-organized propaganda from those 

two nations. He admitted that Germany was also trying to influence U.S. ckizens to their 

side, although with less success and German propaganda came up in his column less 

frequently.*^ 

Senator Gerald Nye of South Dakota shared a similar idea. An article printed in 

the Fredericksburg Standard in July 1941 discussed one of Nye's speeches that lay the 

blame for war sentiment in the United States on "foreign and domestic propagandists 

aided by President Roosevelt."*"* That the senator thought the foreign propagandists 

were British was indicated later in the article when he addressed the role that Britain was 

playing in controlling some aspects of the Unked States federal government, specifically 

in this case a request that the United States institute "creamless" days so that Britain 

could have more cheese, and a few days later the U.S. Food Minister asked Americans to 

*' Ibid., 5 May 1938, and 5 October 1938. 

^̂  Ibid., 3 February 1938. 

83 Ibid., 21 September 1939, and 23 November 1939. 
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eat less cheese. Nye suggested some American policies in support of the British were 

especially fmstrating when compared to Canada, still technically a part of Brkain, which 

had not instituted similar policies. Nye also encouraged American ckizens to voice their 

opinion, and fight the British propaganda.** 

Aside from propaganda and the Treaty of Versailles, "We Believe" and the 

edkorial section had one other angle of attack against the British and the French, their 

treatment of allies during the First Worid War and after war began in Europe, their 

treatment of current allies. Europe's lack of debt payment to the Unked States from 

World War I was a constant argument, and the ingratitude expressed to the Unked States 

by their World War I allies was a second one. The British called Americans "meddlers" 

who "should have stayed home" during World War I according to Petsch. He also 

expressed his belief on several occasions that Britain would not do for the United States, 

what it was asking the United States to do for k.** Brkain and France's treatment of their 

allies in the current war was also a matter of note in Petsch's columns. As Germany 

invaded and overcame ks neighbors including Poland, Finland, and Belgium, and the 

British gave military support, but then withdrew when it was apparent the Germans were 

going to be victorious. He celebrated the smaller countries for their resistance, and their 

fakh in their allies, akhough asserting that Britain and France had more than once proved 

they were untmstworthy allies.*' 

*" Ibid. 3 July 1941. 
*' Ibid. 

*̂ Ibid., 28 December 1939, 3 July 1941, and 4 September 1941. 

^' Ibid., 13 February 1940, 15 March 1940, and 14 June 1940. 
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There was one European country whose actions Petsch defended, and that was 

Germany. In Febmary 1938 he called Hitler an "extraordinary statesman" because he 

had restored order and given hope to the people of Germany, probably saving them from 

anarchy. He mentioned in the same column that he did not agree wkh the way Hitler 

governed, but still felt Hitler should be applauded for his success.** Again, after the 

Anschluss of Austria, Petsch supported the German move, explaining that the Austrian 

republic was "composed of identically the same people" as those in the German nation.** 

He argued the only nations that wanted to keep Austria separate were France and 

England, because k served thek purposes to keep Austria weak.*" 

In September Petsch acknowledged Hitler's argument that the Sudeten Germans 

should be entitled to govern themselves, and free from persecution after "being arbkrarily 

forced to become a part of the Czech nation under the Versailles Treaty" and honored 

Hitler for standing firm for them.** Finally, shortly after Germany's invasion of Poland 

Petsch dismissed the importance of Poland, and once more justified German action 

because "k is also well-known that Poland alone brought about ks downfall for all that 

was demanded by Germany before the declaration of [war] was that the German cky of 

Danzig should be permitted to join the German nation."*^ Although this was the last 

"' Ibid., 24 Febmary 1938. 

^' Ibid., 17 March 1938. 

'°Ibid. 

' ' Ibid., 9 September 1938 and 22 September 1938. 

'^ Ibid., 28 September 1939. 
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German action Petsch defended so adamantly, his columns rarely included criticism of 

German policy. 

Although Petsch and other Fredericksburg residents considered themselves firmly 

rooted in American society they still possessed an underlying sympathy and 

understanding for their ancestral nation. Until American public opinion had turned 

fiercely against Germany, Fredericksburg residents had continued to practice tradkions 

and celebrate their German herkage. They were the same residents in 1938, 1939 or 

1940 that they had been in 1936 and 1937, and they still had the same sympathies they 

had previously. The outward appearance had changed, out of self-protection, but the 

Unked States was not an enemy of Germany, so there was no reason for Fredericksburg 

residents not to feel some sympathy for Germany, or some animosky towards ks 

historical enemy, Britain, especially since they believed Britain was trying to drag the 

Unked States into another war. 

Fredericksburg residents indicated their inclination to favor Grermany and their 

aversion to war with it in their political attitudes and behavior as well. As Rooseveh 

leaned more towards supporting Britain and France, Petsch spent less time in his column 

condemning those two nations and more time attacking President Roosevek's policies, 

akhough always maintaining his respect for the office of president. Edkorial WTkers 

joined him, attacking Roosevelt's policies regarding various form of aid to the allies, 

including convoys and conscription.*^ Residents of Fredericksburg and the surrounding 

counties also showed this polkical bent away from Rooseveh in the 1940 elections when 

Ibid., 15 May 1941, 5 June 1941, and 15 September 1941. 
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they favored the Texas gubernatorial candidate who was the least enthusiastic about 

Roosevek's policies and also voted overwhelmingly for Roosevelt's opponent, Wendell 

Willkie. Seth McKay wrote "to many of them (German Texans) the war in Europe was a 

fight between their ancestral country on the one hand and her rivals, France and England, 

on the other. President Rooseveh had shown partiality for England and France," so they 

did not support him or his party.*"* 

Although Fredericksburg residents had some sympathy for Germany, the 

sympathy was limked to thoughts and words, but no action. There were no pro-German 

groups in Fredericksburg. Although the residents had heard of groups like the German-

American Bund, they had seen the groups in national news stories, not their own 

neighborhood. Petsch even included an appeal in one of his columns to "practice 

courtesy in the use of the language of our forefathers as we are in our other acts towards 

our fellow citizens." There were no news stories about any type of pro-German activity 

in Fredericksburg reported in the Fredericksburg Standard or in the larger state 

newspapers in the area. The community of Fredericksburg still had an attachment to 

Germany, but ks residents went no farther than understanding the actions Hitler and 

Germany took privately or possibly among neighbors. Petsch's columns in the 

newspaper were the boldest statements made, and his statements were not celebratory, 

just expressions of understanding and justification. 

''' Seth McKay, Texas Politics, 1906-1944: With Special Reference to the German Counties 
(Lubbock: Texas Tech Press, 1952), 336-37. 

^̂  Beterman, interview by author, 2004; Hein, interview by author, 2004; and Joseph, interview by 
author, 2004. 
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Fredericksburg residents kept their sympathies low-key for a fear of prejudice or 

persecution. Ken Knopp records that between the years of 1938 and 1945 Germans in the 

Hill Country suffered from an excess of bigotry and paranoia among thek Anglo-

American neighbors.*' The Fredericksburg Standard \Nas certainly concemed about 

preaching tolerance, akhough ks German-American readers probably did not need the 

lesson as much as then- non-German neighbors did. The newspaper edkor's concem for 

tolerance did not occur as early as his concern for neutrality. It did not start becoming an 

issue until after the war in Europe began. In November 1939 the newspaper reprinted a 

message from the Red Cross conceming international fiiendliness in which k encouraged 

people to keep on being friends with people of other ethnicities, specifically German 

neighbors because "they had nothing to do with this war and if you are unkind to them 

you are guilty of injustice."** In a column called "Wkh Other Edkors," the edkors 

cautioned against blind hatred for the German people, because the war was not their fault. 

The edkorial colunm later carried a statement from J. Edgar Hoover on the Fifth Column, 

which also cautioned people against over exuberant patriotism that could lead to 

harassment of innocent people.** And in October 1941, only a few months before the 

United States entered the war the newspaper printed another plea taken from the 

'* Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 19 December 1940. 

^ Knopp, "///n Nach Texas!," 215. 

^ Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 30 November 1939. 

99 Ibid., 15 March 1940 and 12 July 1940. 
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Christian Science Monitor describing the United States as the "melting pot" country to 

"demonstrate that all peoples can live together in understanding."*"" 

Obviously the newspaper was very concemed about the issue of tolerance, 

especially as it became more apparent that the United States would enter the war on the 

side of Brkain, and against their ancestral country of Germany. They had a previous 

war's experience to draw upon, but there was also one incident that occurred in 1941 

involving Fredericksburg's own representative to the Texas state legislature. In its 47* 

session, the Texas State Legislature passed a war resolution calling upon the U.S. 

government to go to war with Germany. Gillespie County's representative. L.L. Bmhl, 

had voted yes on that bill and many of its residents had sent letters to their representative 

expressing then- displeasure about that vote. Bmhl took these letters, made copies of 

them, and exhibked them to other Texas residents "as evidence of lack of loyahy and 

patriotism on the part of Gillespie County ckizenship."*"* Naturally the citizens of 

Fredericksburg and Gillespie County were angry at these accusations when all they were 

doing was exercising a right they fek was theks as American citizens to have a say in 

their government. Bmhl was not re-elected for another term. *"̂  Petsch called it 

"unpardonable" and "regrettable."*"^ This incident affirmed Fredericksburg's residents' 

fears that there would be at least some people who would use thek ancestry as an excuse 

'°° Ibid., 9 October 1941. 

"" Ibid., 10 July 1941 

"^ State of Texas, Members of the Texas Legislature. 1846-1980. 

103 Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 10 July 1941. 
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for intolerance and untme accusations of disloyaky in the event that another war 

occurred. 

Although Fredericksburg residents did not want to participate in another war, and 

held firmly to the idea of American neutralky, the milkary recmkment activity in 

Fredericksburg increased during this time period over the previous years. Although their 

parents believed in neutralky, sons continued to join the American milkary and the town 

still encouraged them to do so. Between 1938 and the end of November 1941, milkary 

recmitment of some type was mentioned six times in the newspaper, ekher describing 

recmkers coming, recmks needed, or an event at the high school to promote the milkary. 

The last headline of 1941 announced that a naval recmker visked each Friday, which was 

much more often than any recmiter had come before the war in Europe.*""* 

Fredericksburg also continued to recognize its boys who joined the military.*"* Even as a 

war which most residents dreaded and opposed grew closer, the community of 

Fredericksburg still showed pride in ks boys in service because they continued to believe 

k was important for thek community to do ks part in the country they enjoyed the 

privilege of ckizenship in. 

It was with this mindset that Fredericksburg residents also met other new 

activkies the federal government began inkiating in preparation for possible war. After 

the government instituted the draft in September 1941 the newspaper edkors made sure 

people, especially young men, were kept up to date about the draft skuation and what 

""• Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 31 March 1938, 14 April 1938,14 July 1938, 30 October 
1939, 29 January 1941. and 30 October 1941. 

105 Ibid., 12 May 1938, 23 February 1939, and 22 Feb 1940. 
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changes might have been made. It also kept the community up to date about which 

young men were being drafted into the service and what their service numbers were.*"* 

On other issues of national defense and milkary support, the community of 

Fredericksburg was just as dedicated. Gillespie County peace officers met with the FBI 

on a regular basis to discuss their role in national defense, and the school board voted to 

apply for a national defense workshop for the high school. The mayor also proclaimed 14 

June 1941 Defense Bond Day in Fredericksburg and encouraged residents to consider and 

prepare for national security and to buy defense bonds, available at the local post office 

and the banks. The residents of Fredericksburg were very willing to give their 

earnings to what they considered a worthy cause, and the USO (Unked Service 

Organization) was a worthy cause. Gillespie County held a USO drive in July 1941 and 

was so successful the regional representative recognized the county for ks outstanding 

record, the best of any county in the five state area.*"* 

The results of this USO drive were a forerunner to Fredericksburger's dedication 

to the United States, its military, and other organizations in a time of war. By November 

1941 most residents expected that war would be coming to the Unked States shortly, 

although they were not expecting the sudden entrance it would take. Although residents 

continued advocating neutralky and blaming British propaganda and manipulation until 

right up to Pearl Harbor, they were already answering their nation's call to arms by 

"^ Ibid., 21 November 1940, 12 December 1940, 16 January 1941, and 1 May 1941. 

"'̂  Ibid., 23 January 1941, 12 June 1941, and 25 September 1941. 

'"^ Ibid., 10 July 1941, and 24 July 1941. 
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sending then- boys into the military, both through volunteers and through the draft. They 

were participating in national defense activkies and donating money to preparatory 

efforts. In 1938, Fredericksburg had still retained many of ks German traditions held 

over from previous years and generations, but on the eve Pearl Harbor they had shifted 

away from many of those traditions and, akhough still hoping for American neutralky, 

they were establishing new traditions, tradkions of being among the first ranks of those 

willing to sacrifice and serve for their country. 
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CHAPTER IV 

DECEMBER 1941 - MAY 1945: NIMITZ, THE REST OF 

"OUR" BOYS, AND PATRIOTISM AT HOME 

December 1941 began just as November had ended, wkh opinions of American 

ckizens splk about U.S. entrance into the European war, but that changed on 7 December 

1941, the day the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. U.S. ckizens rallied behind the 

president and went to war. Fredericksburg was no exception. Although residents there 

had opposed U.S. entrance into the war up until that day, once Japan attacked the United 

States, Fredericksburg's citizens, including those who had been outspokenly anti-war, 

supported their country wholeheartedly, sending their young men to both fronts, 

celebrating thek hometovm hero. Admiral Chester Nimkz, and doing all they could to 

support the war on the home front. Although the newspaper still occasionally mentioned 

a pioneer death or a new donation to the museum, Fredericksburg's once prominent 

German culture and the underlying sympathy for Germany had basically disappeared 

from its pages and from the town. 

The U.S. government and ks ckizens did not take the ethnic enmity to the extreme 

that they had during the First Worid War, but the government did target many Axis aliens 

and even those of "enemy ancestry"* who were "deemed dangerous to the public peace 

and safety of the United States," including German legal residents and some American 

ckizens of German descent. Also included in this classification were those of Italian and 
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Japanese ckizenship and ancestry. On 7 December 1941 President Rooseveh authorized 

J. Edgar Hoover, head of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, to began picking up those 

"dangerous," aliens. Hoover initially did not have the authority to arrest American 

ckizens. Hawaii was an exception though, as the entire German-American communky 

was arrested after the surprise attack on Peari Harbor.^ 

The government continued to take measures to ensure the safety of the United 

States from intemal dangers throughout the first months of 1942. On 1 January Attorney 

General Francis Biddle announced that all German, Italian, and Japanese aliens would be 

requked to turn in firearms, radio transmitters, short wave radios, and cameras. On the 

7 of that month he announced the re-registration of all Axis aliens, including 

fingerprinting and the government issuing a photo identification card. Then on 19 

Febmary President Rooseveh signed Executive Order 9066, excluding enemy aliens and 

those of enemy ancestry from areas of military importance. People of "enemy ancestry" 

were defined as naturalized or natural bom American citizens who were of German, 

Italian, or Japanese heritage.^ In March the government created the War Relocation 

Authority to deal with "removing, relocating, maintaining and supervising those people 

excluded by order of the Secretary of War, or by military commanders wkhin designated 

military zones.""* This order was not as simple as it seemed though. 

^ Holian, World War II 35. 

^ Fox, America's Invisible Gulag, 37; Stephen Fox, "General John DeWitt and the Proposed 
Internment of German and Italian Aliens during World War II," Pacific Historical Review 57: 4 (1988), 
410; and Holian, World War II, 134-35. 

^ Holian, World War II, 95, 121, and 136. 

" Ibid., 136. 
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In California, one of the areas most affected by the order, the initial reaction of 

area residents was approval. California's governor had warned General John DeWitt, the 

milkary commander of the area, that if the federal government did not do something 

about the alien problem Califomia's citizens might take care of it themselves to take care 

of k* After Roosevek gave the order to remove the aliens, the San Francisco Chronicle 

applauded the move. "America's long-ridiculed attitude of sweetness and light to the 

enemy aliens has been blasted out of existence."* Other English language newspapers 

concurred wkh the Chronicle on the new presidential policy, reflecting public opinion in 

general which favored the removal of aliens from the West Coast.' 

However, exactly which aliens should be removed was a question that proved to 

have no easy answer. Everybody agreed that the Japanese, both aliens and American 

ckizens, needed to be removed. San Diego District Attorney Thomas Whelan noted that 

many American-bom Japanese still retained their Japanese ckizenship and could not be 

tmsted. Americans also perceived Japanese as maintaining loyahy to their families, 

which was above loyalty to nation, and most families included parents who were not 

o 

American citizens, giving Americans more reason to be suspicious. 

Authorities found the question of Italian and German aliens much more difficuk 

to settle though. Some argued that all enemy aliens should be treated alike and even 

* Fox, "General DeWitt." 413. 

*Ibid. 

^ Holian, World War II, 67-69. 

^ Congress, House, National Defense Migration Cormnittee, National Defense Migration: 
Hearings before the National Defense Investigation Committee parts 29-32, 77* Cong., 2" sess., 1942, 
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believed that German aliens were a greater danger than the Japanese. The Santa Paula 

police chief argued that at least k was easy to tell the Japanese apart, but Germans and 

Italians could just blend in with the population. C. B. Honall, the Los Angeles police 

chief agreed with his colleague, arguing that German aliens were more vicious than their 

Japanese counterparts because k was well known that they were forced to leave family 

members behind in concentration camps as a surety for their correct behavior in the 

United States. Seattle's mayor also believed the German alien was more dangerous, 

because he was an "uncertain quantky" due to his abilky to conceal his tme thoughts* 

However, most civil authorities and a vocal portion of the population thought that 

most German and Italian aliens did not pose a threat, and only those who were really 

dangerous should be excluded or intemed. San Francisco's mayor described most aliens 

living in his communky as being older, wkh children that were ckizens and serving in 

various defense industries. Other voices agreed, putting forth examples of aliens who 

had children serving in the military or themselves serving in defense industries. These 

people fek k was unreasonable to exclude individuals who had children fakhfully serving 

the United States.*" German-American groups also chimed in eking their wartime records 

as evidence of their loyalty and patriotism, using records from World War I and their 

activities in the current conflict.** 

10990; and Morton Grodzins, "Making Un-Americans," v4mer/ca« Journal of Sociology 60 (May 1955), 
574. 

' National Defense Migration Committee, Hearings Before the Committee, 10989, 10993-94, and 
11406. 

'" Ibid., 10966-71, 10990-91, and 11102. 
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Another issue the military and Justice Department had to consider on the West 

Coast was the issue of refiigees, specifically the loyaky of German refiigees. The Seattle 

mayor, who mistmsted German aliens in general, acknowledged that he regarded the 

Germans forced to the Unked States "by the attack up them by Hitlerism" as "distinctly 

loyal" to the Unked States.*^ Other individuals and groups made the argument that these 

refiigees had more reason to hate Hitler than most people in the Unked States did and had 

been fighting against him much longer. Most had not been in the Unked States long 

enough to obtain their ckizenship, but were technically no longer German ckizens ekher, 

since Hkler had already expatriated them. *̂  This was the group that, of all Germans, 

probably had the most valid argument against their exclusion. 

After all the discussion and argument most German and Italian aliens were not 

excluded or intemed, only those that the government decided represented a specific threat 

to the United States were told to leave the area and very few of those were intemed. In 

the Eastern Defense Command the govemment investigated 32,952 cases of suspicious 

persons, and out of those the courts decided only sixty-six should be excluded. Most of 

those excluded were naturalized German-Americans as opposed to enemy aliens. Some 

Americans in the excluded areas even successfiiUy brought a lawsuk against the 

" Ibid., 11390-91; and Kurt Grossman, "Unrecognized Allies," The Nation 157 (11 December 
1943), 96. 

'^ National Defense Migration Committee, Hearings Before the Committee, 11406. 

'̂  Ibid., 11271, 11735-37, 11882, and 11929. 
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govemment for trying to exclude them and were allowed to stay in thek homes pursuing 

their occupations and interests.*"* 

Another group of German and Italian Americans was not given the opportunky to 

sue or appeal their cases before being intemed. Included in this group were people who 

had been on Hoover's list of dangerous people and others that were added as the Unked 

States got into the war. The FBI arrested people and then placed them in temporary 

holding facilkies pending hearings. Members of the local communky decided if the 

people would be let go, condkionally released, or kitemed. If intemed, they were sent to 

one of several camps throughout the Unked States, depending on thek family situation, 

where they usually stayed for the entirety of the war. By 1943 the FBI's activky dealing 

with these elements declined, because the perceived danger was gone.** 

The people interned included American citizens and resident aliens of German 

descent and a few of Italian descent that the govemment had targeted for their previous 

activities and comments. Ruth Becker Hood's parents, Albert and Martha Becker, were 

among those intemed. They were members of the German-American Bund and had 

donated money to the Kyffhauserbund for clothing for German POWs. Albert stated that 

the lend-lease convoys had forced Germany into the war and that akhough the colored 

people of the Unked States were okay, he did not believe Jews deserved equal rights. 

Martha told the FBI that Roosevelt's shoot-on-sight policy began the war and Germany 

''' Krammer. Undue Process, 61-63. 

'* ¥ox, America's Invisible Gulag, 39-40, 66, 188; Krammer, Undue Process, 45-47, 83-84; and 
Holian, World WarU, 97. 
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was just rectifying "the injustices of the Versailles Treaty."** Both also requested 

denaturalization because they did not want to be part of "Greater Palestine."*' Carl 

Fuhr's family had a similar story. Nekher he nor his wife had chosen to become 

American ckizens and at thek hearing confessed thek "fundamental loyaky to Germany" 

and refiised to support the United States in the war. One of their sons, Julius, refiised to 

take an oath of loyaky to the United States and stated he would commk sabotage in the 

United States if he were asked to as a member of the German Army. ** 

The Becker and Fuhr families represent the type of people that Americans feared 

existed in the United States, those who would willingly join a fifth column. These were 

the people that Hoover, Martin Dies, and others had been waming the American public 

about, and they were especially concerned about a German fifth column. Americans felt 

Germans were more dangerous than Italians, according to a survey the Office of Facts 

and Figures did. President Roosevelt shared this sentiment, and Hoover was more 

concemed about Grerman-Americans than German aliens because k would be easier for 

them to hide among the population. In response to this general concern about Germans 

and German-Americans, the govemment did intem 10, 905 Germans and German-

Americans for the duration of the war. 

Although this number seems rather large, k represented a small percentage of the 

German population of the Unked States, which was near seven million. That the 

'* Fox, America's Invisible Gulag, 66-68. 

" Ibid., 68. 

'* Fox, America's Invisible Gulag, 52-55, 
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govemment attempted to deter discrimination against the large majority by targeting 

those who were perceived as representing an actual threat is clear based on the numbers, 

which may seem high when looked at independently but when compared with the total 

population seem much more reasonable. Others of the German-American population 

chose to serve the Unked States in milkary and on the home front loyally, including such 

leaders as General Dwight Eisenhower, Supreme Allied Commander in Europe, and Cari 

Spaatz, one of his chief advisors. General Waker Kmeger, also of German origin, was a 

commander of the Pacific War and Fredericksburg's own Admiral Chester Nimkz, was 

made commander of the Pacific fleet in December 1941, much to the delight of all 

Texans, but especially the residents of Fredericksburg.^" 

Texas' initial reaction to the war was similar to most U.S. ckizens ~ shock, 

followed by getting to work on the war effort. On 8 December 1941 the Dallas Moming 

News banned headline was "Dallas, Stunned By Japs' Attack, First Doubts then Gasps at 

News." Smaller headlines announced that Dallas police had taken six Japanese into 

custody and that President Roosevek had authorized a national roundup of Japanese. A 

later article described the governor's actions in preparing Texas for the war. By the next 

day the Dallas police were also picking up German aliens, although wkh no specific 

charges filed.^^ The FBI and other agencies did not quk after the initial arrests though. 

' ' Fox, "General DeWitt," 427; and Krammer, Undue Process, ix. 32, 69. 

°̂ Lich, The German-Texans, 113-114; and LaVem Rippley, The German-Americans (Boston: 
Twayne Publishers, 1976), 198,210. 

'̂ Dallas Moming News, 8 December 1941. 

^̂  Ibid., and 9 December 1941. 
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Between December 1941 and the end of Worid War II the FBI apprehended 299 German-

Americans in Texas, and held them at least for questioning, akhough not necessarily for 

internment.^^ 

After the initial shock, Texans settied into the business of a country at war. The 

govemment instituted a rationing program and Texans learned to substitute turkey for 

beef and com symp for sugar. Those who tried to ignore the system and hoard food or 

buy k on the black market were tumed in, often by their neighbors, because k was not 

perceived as squealing, merely doing a person's duty. Texans grew their victory gardens, 

and the state often went over ks quota of war bonds. Radio programs and practice air 

raid drills also helped remind Texans that there was a war going on.̂ "* Texas benefited 

economically from the war because it had enough open space for military bases, and 

military and civilian internment camps. It had fifteen major Army bases, forty airfields, 

two naval hospkals, and a training facility in Galveston. The military also had twenty-

one prisoner of war camps, and the Immigration and Naturalization Service ran seven 

civilian intemment camps. This influx of people and industry helped boost the Texas 

economy significantly. 

Texas boys also enlisted or were drafted into the milkary. The number of Texans 

in the milkary was out of proportion to thek" state's population; about 750,000 went 

before the end of the war. German Texans were included among this group. Texans did 

^̂  Don Tolzmana German-Americans in the World Wars vol. 4, part 1 (Munchen: K.G. Saur, 
1998), 1514-15. 

'̂' Lee, 1941, 76-80, 90, 100. 

^' Ibid., 11, 35; and Tolzmarm, German-Americans in the World Wars, 1516-17. 
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not entertain serious doubts about their German neighbors loyaky for the most part. 

Govemor Coke Stevenson did receive a few letters advising him to be aware of German 

spies or activkies in certain areas, but not very many. During Worid War II German 

Texans actually offered the United States a specific advantage because of their German 

herkage. They were among those who first crossed the Rhine and also served as 

translators both during the war and in the German occupation afterwards.^* 

Of course the most famous German Texan, whom Texans celebrated for being 

Texan, but not for his German herkage, was Admiral Chester Nimitz. Govemor 

Stevenson named 22 July 1942 Chester W. Nimitz Day in Texas. The govemor stated 

that the day was "in honor of Admiral Chester W. Nimitz of Fredericksburg, Texas and 

the world. Citizens are urged to join wkh the American Legion in a special tribute to his 

courage, devotion to duty, and leadership."^' Stevenson encouraged able-bodied men to 

take the opportunky to join the service. He received several letters in response to Nimitz 

Day, including one from the mayor of Fredericksburg, in appreciation for the honor the 

state had paid Admiral Nimitz, one from the Senate foreign relations committee also 

honoring Nimkz, and finally one from Admkal Nimitz himself thanking every Texan for 

the honor they had given him but also praising Texas for their response to the war 

*̂ Lee, 1941, 11-12; Lich, The German Texans, 111-12; and Reuben Johnson to Stevenson. 24 
January 1942, Box 4-14/131, and R. Lee Davis to Stevenson, 17 April 1942, Box 4-14/166, General Files, 
records of Coke Stevenson, Texas Office of the Govemor, Archives and Services Division, Texas State 
Library and Archives Commission. 

^' Proclamation by the Govemor of the State of Texas, 15 July 1942, Box 4/14-140, Stevenson, 
General Files, Texas State Library and Archives Commission. 
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effort. Although only two years previously Texans had been suspicious of 

Fredericksburg's residents, now they were celebrating, at least the most well known of 

Fredericksburg's German boys, as their own Texas hero. 

December 1941 also started in Fredericksburg the way November had ended. The 

only edkion of the newspaper printed before Pearl Harbor was on 4 December and it 

discussed the situation in the Pacific and the possible crisis that would come if the United 

States and Japan did not reach a compromise. The next week's paper announced what 

most Fredericksburg residents probably already knew from their radios, the crisis had 

occurred-Japan had attacked the Unked States, followed by a U.S. declaration of war on 

Japan then Germany.^* Fredericksburg's ckizens' worst fear had been confirmed—the 

United States was again at war with thek ancestral country. 

The rest of the month of December in Fredericksburg was in some ways a 

reflection of the next three and half years, in the residents' behavior, newspaper rhetoric, 

and attitude about the United States, the war, and their soldiers. The editorial printed on 

11 December predicted that the nation's enemies would find out what "united," meant in 

the name of United States. It stated. 

Our nation, state, bounty [sic] and community today have but one 
purpose and that is to see the grim conflict through to the finish wkh 
the flag of the United States flying serenely above the land of the free 
and the home of the brave. The people of Fredericksburg and Gillespie 
County, many of whose sons today are on the battlefront at the far posts 
in the Pacific, will give their very life to see this battle through to the finish.^" 

^ Telegram, Joe Molberg to Stevenson 21 July 1942, Box 4-14/140; letter U. S. Senate foreign 
relations committee to Stevenson 21 July 1942, Box 4-14/140; and Nimitz to Stevenson 16 July 1942, Box 
4-14/140, Stevenson General Files, Texas State Library and Archives Commission. 

^' Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 4 December 1941 and 11 December 1941. 

89 



Alfred Petsch, who had been writing against American entrance into the war since 

1938, assured his readers that he supported Congress and the president because now that 

the Unked States was involved in the war "it would become the duty of every ckizen of 

the Unked States to support the country's objective wholeheartedly and unequivocally."^* 

Petsch continued to encourage every individual to serve in the capacity, which they could 

serve, noting that akhough the young men would go to war, those who were unable to go 

to war also had a role to play.'^ The newspaper continued the home-front rhetoric, urging 

thek readers to "Buy a Share in America" to show their "patriotism and willingness to 

help win this war."^^ Fredericksburg also showed ks support for the soldiers when during 

the Lion's Club Community Christmas celebration they had a tribute to the men in 

uniform, and a cartoon in the Christmas issue depicted Santa Claus going down his list of 

priorities and at the top were the boys in the milkary.̂ "* 

Another prominent war theme that appeared in the Fredericksburg Standard 

during December was the celebration of their hometown favorite. Admiral Nimkz. On 

December 18 a headline proudly announced that Adnural Nimkz, "Native of 

Fredericksburg" had been named the commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet. The article 

discussed the "drastic shakeup" that focused American eyes on the "Fredericksburg boy" 

who had been placed "in one of the most vital positions in the United States Navy in ks 

^''ibid.. 11 December 1941. 

'̂ Ibid. 

^̂  Ibid. 

" Ibid., 18 December 1941. 
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long and glorious history."^* The following week Mayor Krauskopf named 27 December 

as Chester W. Nimitz Day in Fredericksburg and again celebrated his Fredericksburg 

roots and his achievements in the U.S. Navy. A letter from T. H. McGregor, an Austin 

attorney, printed in the Standard applauded Nimitz' selection as fleet commander, but 

also discussed Nimitz' German extraction. The letter described the condkions under 

which Nimkz' ancestors fled, and honored all German pioneers who came to American 

during the time period as "more to be admked for their courage and love of liberty than 

were the Pilgrim Fathers."^* Later in the letter McGregor honored the German Texans for 

thek willingness to fight for thek country, whenever k was necessary. He ended the 

letter with a comment that probably swelled the hearts of many Fredericksburg residents. 

"Somehow I am glad to have a Texas German to meet and help destroy a German 

govemment similar to the one which drove his father into the wilderness."^' McGregor 

hit at the heart of Fredericksburg residents' feelings. America was the country their 

ancestors had chosen to give their allegiance to, and akhough the remnants of a German 

culture still existed, their allegiance to America was total. 

Fredericksburg's young men had been enlisting voluntarily and through the draft 

prior to the war, and they continued to do so in increased numbers as the war continued. 

Jean Beterman noted that all the boys that graduated from high school between 1937 and 

through the mid-1940s went straight into the military, especially the Navy. She, Paula 

^'^ Ibid., 18 December 1941 and 25 December 1941. 

^̂  Ibid., 18 December 1941. 

*̂ Ibid., 25 December 1941. 
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Hein, and Audrey Joseph all said that most people were proud of having a family member 

in milkary service, akhough family members at home were also fearfirl for their young 

men involved in the war. A front-page article on 12 Febmary 1942 listed twenty-two 

local youths that were reporting for induction at Fort Bliss the following week.̂ * In May 

another list of more young men was published, then again in June and August. By 

September the Fredericksburg Standard printed a list of young men from Gillespie 

County who were serving that included 381 names. This trend continued throughout the 

war, as young men joined when they became old enough or were drafted into milkary 

39 

service. 

While Fredericksburg's boys were off serving in the milkary, the Standard kept 

the communky updated on their actions and status. The edkors included a form in the 

paper that requested information on all the Gillespie County men that were serving in the 

war. This information was included in lists similar to the one put out in September 1942, 

but the Standard also often put pictures of the young men in, with a brief caption beneath 

the picture sharing information on that young man. One that appeared in April 1942 was 

Rubin Althaus. The caption said he was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Christian Althaus and 

was serving in the far Pacific. It also said that he had not been heard from since 

hostilkies began."*" 

^p—-

^̂  Beterman, interview by author, 2004; Hein, interview by author; Joseph, interview by author, 
2004; and Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 12 Feb 1942. 

^' Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 21 May 1942, 18 June 1942, 13 August 1942, 10 September 
1942, 22 April 1943, 7 October 1943, and 10 May 1944. 

"̂  Ibid., 2 April 1942 and 4 June 1942. 
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The Fredericksburg Standard also printed more extensive articles when there was 

more information available. Lieutenant Clifford Hahn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Willie Hahn, 

was one of many whose story made the front page of the newspaper. Hahn joined the 

Army in July 1941 and on 10 November 1942 graduated from Foster Field and received 

his silver wings as a "full fledged airmen." He went to Florida for more training and was 

then sent to England in January 1943. While there, he flew a Thunderbolt P-47 on escort 

missions and as well as on fighter sweeps against the German Luftwaffe. On 6 January 

1944 he again made the Fredericksburg Standard's front page when he was awarded the 

Distinguished Flying Cross, as well as an Oak Cluster for his completion of fifty fighter 

missions over Europe. Lt. Hahn's commanding officers' praised him for his 

"extraordinary achievement" in flying those missions and also his skill in having sought 

out and engaged the enemy. "** His group established the "inkial high mark for the 

destmction of enemy aircraft on July SO"" [1943] when they shot down 16 German planes 

- a record which stood for several weeks."'*^ This was a hometown boy Fredericksburg 

residents could be proud of He was serving his country against Germany and 

performing well enough to receive high praise and commendation from his commanding 

officers. 

Lt. Hahn's story is not quke finished though. While he was retuming from a raid 

over Germany in January 1944, he tumed around to fiirnish cover for a companion plane 

that was mnning out of fuel. He was last seen over Dieppe, France and the Army 

reported him missing in action as of 24 January 1944. Almost a year and a half later the 

"" Ibid., 12 November 1942, 6 January 1944, and 2 May 1945. 
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War Department sent his parents a message notifying them their son was presumed dead. 

He would have been twenty-nine less than a month later."*̂  

Hahn was only one of many boys who made the news in Fredericksburg. The 

StaruJard asked parents to notify the newspaper when they heard what was going on with 

their sons. The news of wounded, missing, and imprisoned young men all made the 

news. The articles included whatever information was available. Calvin Sageser was 

reported missing in the Southwest Pacific and the date his parents had last heard from 

him was noted, along wkh his service record. Steen Weierhausen was wounded, and 

again his parents were listed in the article, as well as the circumstances of the injury. 

And news of the boys who had died while in the service of their country was always 

important, and appeared more often than residents would have liked."*̂  

Harold Ahrens was the first boy from Gillespie County to die in Europe, akhough 

the third that had died by October 1943. Again, his service record, his family including a 

young wife, and the circumstances of his death were given. He was also honored for his 

service, the beginning of the article noting that he was the third "to give his life for his 

country.""** Other young men who lost their life were similarly honored in the Standard. 

Fredericksburg and Gillespie County residents recognized the soldiers lost in action 

because those young men had chosen to give thek life for thek country. Although no one 

"' Ibid., 6 January 1944. 

"̂  Ibid., 2 May 1945. 

"" Ibid., 19 March 1942, and 13 January 1944. 

''^Ibid.,21 October 1943. 
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wanted their son, brother, or husband to make that sacrifice, when it happened they were 

sad but also proud because their family members had died in the service of their country. 

Not all the news was bad news though. In April 1942 Leroy Nixon was on the 

front-page because he was home to visk. Nixon's story was interesting because it 

illustrated the importance of silence. His ship had already left port when k was forced to 

return and change course because somebody had revealed the course k was to take. 

Corporal Robert Molberg, the mayor's son, received a Purple Heart for wound he 

received in a German counteroffensive, and Lieutenant Robert Dittmar received a 

promotion. There were also numerous other stories about young men who were visking 

or had come home, which was always good news'** 

Although there were often front page stories about specific men in milkary 

service, beginning in 1942 the Fredericksburg Standard had a weekly column called 

"Fightin'Men: News of Gillespians in U.S. Service.""*' This column usually gave short 

summaries of news from various soldiers at the front. At some point in 1943 this column 

changed slightly from its previous name to "News of Gillespie County Men and Women 

in Uniform.""** Although less catchy, this name more accurately reflected the service of 

both young men and young women who were serving in some capacity for the U.S. 

milkary. The Standard also mentioned each time another GUlespie mother became a 

1945. 

46 

47 

Ibid., 16 April 1942, 10 December 1942, 16 September 1943, 21 February 1945. and 9 May 

Ibid., 28 May 1942. 

"̂  Ibid., 9 December 1943. 
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"Four Star Mother," a mother who had four children serving in the war effort, 

recognizing one of the sacrifices those at home made for the war. "** 

Fredericksburg and Gillespie County residents understood that thek children were 

not the only thing they would be asked to sacrifice during the war, and they willingly met 

the challenge. They consistently met or exceeded their quota for the various war bond, 

Unked Service Organization, and Red Cross drives that occurred. In January 1942 a 

headline announced that Gillespie County had raised ten times ks original quota for the 

war chest drive, exceeding a total of $16,000. During the first USO drive in May they 

again raised so much that the national and state headquarters sent wires congratulating 

the county chairman and a telegram to Admiral Nimitz, praising his hometown's success 

in the drive. In that same month the county exceeded their quota for war bonds, repeating 

the performance again in June.*" Their support for their country and milkary did not ebb 

with the passing of time either. In the second, thkd, fourth, fifth and sixth war loan 

drives Gillespie County went over the assigned quota, the third one being called the 

"most successfiil fundraising campaign ever attempted here." 

Fredericksburg's residents did not beat thek quotas wkhout encouragement 

though. The newspaper and businesses of Fredericksburg supported the war loan drives 

wkh paid advertisements and unpaid edkorials urging residents to do thek part and buy 

war bonds. At the end of articles in the newspaper was usually one of two small 

"̂  Ibid., 23 April 1942, and 12 August 1943. 

'" Ibid., 22 January 1942, 14 May 1942, 4 June 1942, and 2 July 1942. 

'̂ Ibid., 6 May 1943, 7 October 1943, 16 February 1944, 12 July 1944, and 20 December 1944. 
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statements to "Sign War Stamp Pledge" or "Sign War Bond Pledge."*^ On several 

occasions Fredericksburg's businesses joined together and paid for a full-page ad, usually 

wkh emphasis on the role of war bonds as supporting "our boys" and Admkal Nimitz 

wkh the money from war bonds. Businesses also took out smaller ads encouraging 

people to buy war bonds, with emphasis on the same ideas and only a small area of the ad 

identified the business that paid for k.*̂  The theatre ran a program where a person could 

dedicate a seat to a soldier if that person bought a defense bond and the edkorial section 

of the newspaper was filled wkh encouragements to "Give a Texan's Share"*'* and 

exhortations to save money on little things to give to the soldiers.** These constant 

advertisements and reminders kept the war and war bonds in Fredericksburg's citizens 

minds, encouraging them to continue supporting their sons and exceeding the county 

quota. 

Residents also participated in other home-front war activkies. Gillespie County 

had a mbber drive, a scrap drive mn by school children, and an American Red Cross 

drive for donated items instead of money. The women also gathered and knitted articles 

for the Red Cross, as well as putting together kits for Navy personnel.** The Longhom 

theatre showed a series of defense films for civilians, which were well attended by 

Fredericksburg residents and those from surrounding areas. The high school also offered 

" Ibid., 25 June 1942. 

" Ibid., 9 February 1944, 9 September 1943, 2 July 1942, and 18 June 1942. 

'̂' Ibid., 14 October 1943 and 27 January 1944. 

*̂ Ibid., 9 September 1943. 

*̂ Ibid., 8 October 1942, 16 July 1942, 19 November 1942, 2 August 1944, and 7 March 1945. 
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testing for candidates who were interested in getting into specific technical positions in 

the Army and Navy. Finally the Civilian Defense group in Fredericksburg offered 

training courses to prepare residents of Fredericksburg for any eventualky.*' 

The newspaper and the Palace Theatre of Fredericksburg both made a special 

effort to honor their hometown servicemen. On 10 September 1942 the Fredericksburg 

Standard printed a special servicemen's edkion that was sent to all the Gillespie County 

boys in uniform. Included in the edkorial section was a greeting to the servicemen, 

which stated "this paper comes to you with the hope that k will not only remind you of 

your home and folks but will impress upon you the esteem in which you are being held 

back held by your relatives and friends back home."** It went on to explain 

Fredericksburg's record in service and donations, and expressed the community's pride 

that thek fathers, mothers, and community fek. Also included was a poem entkled "To 

Our Boys," honoring what they were doing. Joe Molberg, the Fredericksburg mayor, and 

Henry Hirsch, the county judge also sent a message to the soldiers, conveying their and 

the communky's appreciation for the men's service, as well as thek prayers and greetings 

from home. This newspaper was very popular wkh the Fredericksburg boys in the 

milkary, akhough they sometimes got it months later. A couple wrote back to express 

their appreciation for hearing about what was going on at home.** The Palace Theatre 

" Ibid., 7, 14, 21 May 1942 and 4 November 1943. 

** Ibid., 10 September 1942. 

^' Ibid., 1 July 1943, 19 November 1942, and I October 1942. 
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also honored the soldiers by putting up an honor roll at the theatre wkh the name of every 

man serving on k. In September 1943 there were 694 names on the honor roll.*" 

The newspaper played a central role in keeping the communky informed but also 

in keeping the war effort first in residents' minds. The war continued to make front-page 

news in "It Happened This Week," the same weekly article the Fredericksburg Standard 

had been mnning for several years. The newspaper was also the source for information 

on rationing. Furthermore, the newspaper played the role of keeping people motivated 

and interested in the war. Much of this was dedicated to specific goals, like the various 

bond drives, but some of it was also more general, pride in America or reminders of the 

enemy. In June 1942 the editor printed an article on the proper use of the flag and 

encouraged people not to allow disrespect to be shown k. A year later a poem called "A 

Pledge for Americans" was printed, in which Americans are encouraged to take pride in 

thek- citizenship and, wkh God's help, to continue to serve the causes of democracy and 

liberty.** In December 1942 an unknovm author wrote an edkorial "Remember Pearl 

Harbor." It discussed the two-day observance of that event, but also encouraged 

Americans, specifically Gillespie County residents to look ahead. It ended wkh a pledge, 

"We of Gillespie County rededicate our strength, time, and very life to preserve a concept 

of life more precious than individual life kself; to work, fight and sacrifice for all that is 

contained in the Bill of Rights and the Constitution of the United States." 

^ Ibid., 30 September 1943. 

*' Ibid., 11 June 1942 and 10 June 1943. 

*̂  Ibid., 3 December 1942. 
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Other edkorials, articles, and patriotic ideals were printed throughout the war, but 

some of the material printed also had a different, more negative spin. The Last Will and 

Testament of America appeared in 1942, written by a student at the East Texas State 

College. Included in this "Last Will" was a condemnation Adolf Hkler's actions in 

Europe. She stated, "Today a little man across the sea is tearing up the Old World. His 

ambition has the best of him and because of this ambkion I [America] had to work hard 

to preserve the liberty my people have acquired through the years. . For this reason this 

document is being drawn up. I must be prepared if this madman's spies succeed on their 

missions." The document continues, Ikerally willing away America's possessions 

including land and liberty, but again ends wkh a prayer stating that America willed "my 

fate and destiny to God, with a prayer that I will ever stand."*"* In 1943 a poem written 

by a soldier expressed a similar sentiment. He knew that people at home were 

complaining because they were tk-ed of rationing, standing in lines, and the general 

prosecution of the war on the home front. He said that he fek tired too, especially of 

playing a killer's role, but he would continue to do k until "the Axis flag will be dipped 

and fiirled and God looks down on a peaceflil world."** Some of the rhetoric was pride in 

America, but there was also emphasis, even in a community that prided itself on its 

German roots, that the enemy was the German leader, if not the German people, and that 

Hkler must be defeated for peace to be accomplished. 

" Ibid., 22 January 1942. 

^Ibid. 

*̂  Ibid., 9 December 1943. 
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The story of this community at war and ks soldiers so far has been no different 

than what would be found in any other small town in America during World War II, 

except that the surnames of the people were German instead of Anglo or Irish or Dutch, 

but Fredericksburg did have a few unique stories. One of them of course was their 

hometown admiral. In January 1942 a letter from Nimitz to the mayor expressed 

appreciation for the honor the ckizens of Fredericksburg had given him in celebrating 

Nimitz Day. The letter was printed in the paper. A little later in the year a local program 

coincided with the statewide celebration of yet another Nimitz Day. In August an 

editorial taken from the Austin American was printed, which pointed out Nimitz as a 

perfect symbol of those who came to the United States to escape the tyranny they were 

now fighting. This editorial honored not only Nimkz, but all of Fredericksburg for its 

outstanding successes in the war to that point and challenged any "scheming fifth 

columnist" to go to Fredericksburg for support. The author doubted that such a person 

would find any support and called Nimkz the symbol for all the German Texans who 

were totally loyal, a symbol Fredericksburg ckizens had already been emphasizing to 

illustrate thek- loyalty just by claiming him as their own. 

The Navy also utilized Fredericksburg's pride in Nimitz to thek advantage. They 

decided to form a Nimitz unit organized wkh boys from Gillespie and Kerr counties, both 

places where Admiral Nimkz had spent some of his youth. The Navy underestimated the 

pride in Nimkz and the patriotism of area residents. They sought 120 men to form the 

company and got 208 volunteers whom Admiral Nimitz took the time to thank for 
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enlisting in the Navy under his name.*' "As a Texan, 1 am gratefiil that so many sons of 

my old friends in the state have volunteered for their country's defense. As a naval 

officer I am glad to see them select the navy and wish them all success."** 

Fredericksburg also had a high-ranking Army officer of whom ks residents were 

proud. That officer was none other than Alfred Petsch, the man who had written so 

adamantly against American entrance into the war. However, he had always maintained 

that if and when war came to the United States he would wholeheartedly support k and 

the nation's leadership because he was an American ckizen. Petsch was a World War I 

veteran and entered active duty wkh the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the Second Worid 

War, the rank he had held on active reserve until 1935 when he went inactive due to 

health considerations. However, as Petsch realized his country was going towards war he 

started trying to get back to active reserve status, beginning in 1940 and into 1942, when 

finally in May he was allowed to retum to active duty. His son was already in the 

military and they were the first Fredericksburg father-son combination to serve in the 

military. The Army placed Lt. Col. Petsch in command of Camp Bullis in San Antonio, 

Texas.** 

Before leaving Petsch wrote one more column, admitting that the experience 

would be unbearable except for "the realization that such is the task for every free 

^ Ibid., 15 January 1942, 23 July 1942, and 20 August 1942. 

^' Ibid., 12 March 1942 and 16 April 1942. 

*̂ Ibid., 16 April 1942. 

*' Ibid., 26 February 1942, 21 May 1942, and 10 September 1942. 
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American possessing the necessary qualifications makes the change an inspiring 

adventure."'" He encouraged his readers and fellow American ckizens to continue doing 

their work at home, emphasizing its importance and one last time admonished them to 

pick good leadership, because the United States needed good men leading them 

polkically as well as in the milkary.'* Petsch was another ckizen whom the communky of 

Fredericksburg could hold up as proof of their loyalty. Petsch did not have to go back to 

active service. He sought k because he felt k was his duty to serve. 

One abnormal event occurred in and involving Fredericksburg because of ks 

German herkage. A polkical advertisement for Senator candidate James Alfred printed in 

the Standard and ks German language counterpart, the Wochenblatt caused some 

consternation in August 1942. The signature line on the ad read "Paid for By German 

and American Friends," and several readers were offended by this particular signature. 

One reader wrote in saying he was convinced that "not a single person in Gillespie 

County contributed toward the insertion; because the people of this county will not team 

up with people whom we are at war wdth, or who do not cooperate with us in the fiillest 

accord for the best of our nation."'^ Hartmann, the author of the letter, stated that he 

resented what he felt was an attempt to appeal to a certain group of voters, namely those 

Americans of German extraction, but the wording of the statement indicated that the 

candidate was supported by friends of Germany. He continued to defend Gillespie 

™Ibid., 21May 1942. 

'̂ Ibid. 

^̂  Ibid., 20 August 1942. 
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County and his German heritage, but also his American patriotism. "Many of us are of 

German extraction and I for one am not ashamed of k. We are at war with Germany and 

are not friends of Germany and are as we always have been Americans and proud of it."'^ 

T. H. McGregor also sent a letter to the newspaper stating his belief that the 

wording was unwise, caused discontent, and was not an accurate reflection of the German 

Texans in Fredericksburg. The newspaper edkorial staffs comments were only that they 

had just printed the ad they were given, admitted that the wording could have been better, 

and did not endorse any candidate for that election.''* There was no more discussion in the 

paper regarding that incident but candidate Alfred did not make many friends in 

Fredericksburg by implying they were in any way connected with the present govemment 

of Germany, despke their German herkage. He lost the Senate race throughout Texas as 

well.'* 

There were still a few remnants of Fredericksburg's German culture and 

cormection that lasted through at least the beginning of the war. Jean Beterman thought 

that k was during 1942 or 1943 that they started holding all church services in English, 

akhough she was not sure. Both the Singing and Shooting Festivals were held in 1942, 

but cancelled in 1943. The Shooting Festival was cancelled to save ammunkion and the 

reason the sponsors decided to call off the Singing Festival was not given, only that k 

would be cancelled for the duration of the war. The other part of Fredericksburg's older 

Ibid. 

'' Ibid. 

" Floyd Ewing, "Allred, James Burr," The Handbook of Texas Online. 
www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/onIine/articles accessed (11 March 2004). 
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culture that hung on was its celebration of the early German pioneers. The Pioneer 

Museum was still a popular place to visk and donate kerns to, and in 1945 a project to list 

the names of the pioneer dead in the cky was completed. This was basically all that was 

left of the culture that only twelve years before had been an integral part of the town.'* 

Although no Fredericksburg residents had ever actively supported Hitler or most 

of his policies, there was still an ak of mmor and suspicion in the town. During Worid 

War II the pastor's son from Stonewall, a nearby town whose students went to 

Fredericksburg High School, was arrested for sending short wave radio messages. His 

classmates from Fredericksburg remembered that he was brilliant, but also outspokenly 

pro-Nazi even in high school and they were not surprised that he had been arrested and 

interned. There was also a story, told many years after World War II, that the Catholic 

priest in town was actually an FBI agent and a Fredericksburg resident had met him on a 

train handcuffed to a woman he was transporting to Chicago for questioning. Beterman 

also mentioned that some Fredericksburg residents had been intemed, akhough she would 

not name names and the other two interviewees did not remember any arrests. Paula Hein 

also did say that people were keeping an eye on each other and more watchful than 

usual" These stories and mmors are the only evidence of pro-Nazi or federal 

government activity of that type in the area. The newspaper did not mn any stories about 

disloyal people. Rather k emphasized the loyaky of Fredericksburg's ckizens, and k was 

'* Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 16 April 1942,2 July 1942, 18 March 1943, 12 August 1943, 
30 May 1945 and 23 December 1943; and Beterman, interview by author, 2004. 

" Knopp, "///« Nach Texas!,' 211, 216; Beterman, interview by author, 2004; and Hein. interview 
by author, 2004. 
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probably the fear and caution engendered by the war that bred what atmosphere of 

suspicion there was. 

The community was looking forward to the end of the war along wkh the rest of 

America. In September 1944 the town leadership began making plans for V-Day. It was 

to be celebrated quietly by giving thanks and spending time as a family and a communky. 

The churches would also hold special services. However, that looked for day did not 

come as soon as hoped, but in March of the following year the Chamber of Commerce 

reminded residents again of how the communky of Fredericksburg would handle k. 

However, before Fredericksburg residents could celebrate they would moum President 

Roosevek's death wkh the rest of the country. The edkorial on that day noted that even 

though Gillespie County had not voted for him since 1932 they "regret just as keenly as 

the most ardent Democratic party leader, that our nations' chief executive was given his 

final summons just as our fighting men on all fronts were advancing to bring the war to a 

successfiil conclusion."'* Despite the president's death, residents celebrated V-E Day as 

planned, remembering that they still had another war to finish in Japan and that they had 

just lost their president, but also rejoickig that at least "half the battle was won."'* 

While residents at home were celebrating one victory and mourning a loss, 

Fredericksburg's soldiers were entering thefr ancestral homeland and discovering that the 

German they had learned in their childhood could serve a usefiil purpose. Staff Sergeant 

Werner Rech wrote home describing how he captured six German soldiers by 

recognizing the language and responding in German. He then instmcted them in German 

'* Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 18 May 1945. 
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to come out wkh their hands up, and they did.*" Private First Class Hubert Klein also 

wrote home that "the German I can speak is worth a million dollars over here" and "since 

I can speak German I've called many Heinies out of their holes and hiding places who 

otherwise would have been very hard to persuade to come out and surrender."** He 

reported that he was no longer fighting, only working as an interpreter because he was the 

only one who could speak German in his unit.*^ These two German-American boys had 

already proven that they were good Americans, so their abilky to speak the German 

language was no longer a negative mark, but an abilky that their officers coveted. 

This was a step for all Fredericksburg residents, and in a way for all German-

Americans, the recognkion by the American milkary, and the American people, that 

German-Americans were good Americans. Their loyaky was to the Unked States despke 

their herkage. Fredericksburg residents at home and serving in the milkary had proven 

this throughout the war with their service and donations to the war effort. They had also 

done so by divorcing themselves from their German heritage to a large extent. Although 

it was this German heritage that made their young men valuable in Europe, the 

recognkion that Americans could speak German, and practice other parts of the German 

culture came too late for Fredericksburg residents. For the duration of the war, and in the 

' ' Ibid., 6 September 1944, 13 September 1944, 28 March 1945, and 9 May 1945. 

°̂ Ibid., 30 May 1945. 

81 Ibid., 16 May 1945. 

''Jbid. 
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years leading up to k, they had separated from their German culture and would not retum 

to it after the end of the war. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

In late April 1945 Adolf Hkler committed suicide, knowing Germany had lost the 

war and his ambkions had failed. His successor was Admiral Karl Doenitz of the 

German Navy. Doenitz assessed the situation and quickly surrendered to the allied forces 

of Great Britain, the United States, and the Soviet Union, ending almost six years of war 

in Europe, and three and a half years of American involvement in that war. Although the 

United States was still at war wkh Japan in the Pacific, Fredericksburg's residents' war 

with their ancestral country was over and the man who had almost single-handedly 

started that war was dead. Although their soldiers and sailors were not yet safely home, 

residents were grateful that at least one part of the war was over and set their minds 

towards finishing the rest and retuming to a more peacefiil world. 

Although the war with Germany was over, ks effect on Fredericksburg was not. 

When k was safe to feel a little sympathy for the German people, Fredericksburg 

residents sent care packages to fiiends and family in the war-tom nation and also to 

others throughout Europe even after Allied armies started discovering the concentration 

camps and extermination camps, because no matter what the govemment had done the 

people still needed to eat One relative in Germany who visked Fredericksburg well after 

the war was over said that Admiral Nimitz himself had sent a care package to her mother, 

who was his cousin* Admkal Nimkz also came home for a visk in October 1945 and 

' Knopp, "///n Nach Texas!," 221. 
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was greeted "with a giant victory parade wkh 7 bands and a jubilant street dance on the 

Fredericksburg Hauptstrasse :'^ The community of Fredericksburg was gratefiil Nimkz 

had survived the war and served his nation well, and showed that in thek enthusiastic 

reception of him. ̂  

Fredericksburg legend also tells of one other event connected to Nazi Germany 

and Worid War II. On 16 May 1946 a huge hailstorm battered Fredericksburg. It was 

unlike anything anyone could remember, destroying roofs and windows all along Main 

Sfreet. This part of the legend is tme, but the explanation residents gave for the hailstorm 

was that k was the Nazi's revenge for Fredericksburg's lack of support during Worid War 

II. Were Hitler and his fellow Nazis taking revenge on Fredericksburg residents from 

the other side of the grave? Doubtful, but Hitler and his Nazi Party had already had a 

significant effect on that small Texas town in the years the Nazis had been in power in 

Germany. Although the Texas legislature congratulated Fredericksburg for being a 

"typical American community striving to carry on the American way of life" at the end of 

the Second World War, k did not begin Hitler's era that way. The years between 1933 

and 1945 were years of rapid change in the community of Fredericksburg as they moved 

away from being a small Grerman-American community to an American one with a few 

remnants of German culture, many of which have now taken on a tourist-oriented 

association. 

' Ibid., 300. 

^ Ibid.. 220. 

"ibid. 273. 
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During the first years of Nazi mIe in Germany, Fredericksburg s residents made 

very little change in their lifestyle and cultural activkies which in many ways reflected 

their German herkage. They often spoke German around towoi and on the street, and k 

was still the first language that many children learned and spoke in their home. They 

usually learned English only when they started school. Church services were in German 

and businessman could probably handle transactions in ekher English or German, 

depending on the customer. Various groups sponsored German cultural events and later 

the local theatre started showing German picture shows. German govemment officials 

came to Fredericksburg because k was a tradkional German community wkh similar 

attractions and festivals. Two German festivals were celebrated annually and were big 

events in that small communky. Residents were proud of their German herkage and they 

celebrated it. 

Their interest in what was actually happening in Germany was minimal though. 

When a German official came to town, they expressed interest in what was going on in 

the Fatherland but did not feel it would really affect them. Although thefr heritage was 

German, Fredericksburg residents also had a strong sense of their American ckizenship 

and were proud of that as well. They celebrated American holidays as enthusiastically as 

the German ones. During the years between 1933 and 1937, before Hitler started making 

demands and taking action that affected people and nations outside of Germany, 

Fredericksburg residents continued to live a lifestyle that combined their German herkage 

and their American allegiance. They were proud of both and did not feel that the two 

HI 



separate parts of their communky clashed in anyway, to be German and American was 

just thek way of life. 

However, that combination of German and American began to clash, eventually 

forcing Fredericksburg residents to make a choice between the two separate identkies that 

they had combined into one herkage in their communky since thek ancestors had 

immigrated to the United States. Between 1938, when Hitler started getting more 

ambkious, and before the U.S. entrance into Worid War II at the end of 1941, 

Fredericksburg's ckizens began a transkion away from their German herkage, akhough 

residents still retained some sympathy for thefr ancestor's homeland. Many German 

cultural activities disappeared or changed. Although still common in 1938, by 1941 the 

Palace Theatre was no longer showing German movies. The two German festivals both 

survived, but took on a more American appearance and a newspaper column even 

encouraged residents to be cautious in speaking German in public, because they might 

give offense* The obvious pride in the United States picked up in tempo as well. 

Throughout this time period there was still a pro-German bias expressed, primarily in the 

newspaper. Fredericksburg's ckizens called for neutrality and isolation, but this 

neutralky was often anti-Brkish in nature and occasionally an author justified Germany's 

land grabs. Ckizens did not advocate fighting on Germany's side in the war, they just did 

not want to the United States going in on the Brkish side. This vehement, total neutralky 

continued up until December 1941, even after much of the U.S. population supported 

Fredericksburg (Texas) Standard, 19 December 1940. 
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giving Brkain some aid, and other segments of the American population favored outright 

war alongside Brkain. 

Whatever underlying sympathy Fredericksburg residents may have had for 

Germany was quashed after the United States entered the war. Fredericksburg's sons had 

been joining the military previously, but the numbers increased even more as they were 

drafted or enlisted. The newspaper kept the town's residents up to date about all of 

Gillespie County's servicemen and throughout the years of the war different 

organizations participated in a variety of activkies to honor and encourage the young men 

and young women serving in the military. They also celebrated thek hometown hero. 

Admiral Nimitz, and his accomplishments. The community participated wholeheartedly 

in the "home-front war," buying war bonds and donating money to the various milkary 

support drives that occurred in their county, always exceeding thek quotas no matter how 

high those quotas were set. The newspaper, advertisers, and community leaders also 

increased the pro-American and, to some extent, anti-Axis rhetoric that residents were 

exposed to. A few incidents occurred that caused some tension in Fredericksburg, and 

the residents were a little more suspicious of each other, because k was a German town, 

and there were at least mmors that people were working for the Germans, but that was 

basically the extent of k. By the end of the war in Europe even thek fellow Texans fek 

the community was "typical American," posed no threat, and had produced one of the 

greatest Texans and Americans, of the war. 

Ibid, 9May 1945. 
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Fredericksburg had become a typical American community. In December 1945 

the German newspaper, the Fredericksburger Wochenblatt, printed ks last issue.' ft was 

printed by the same people as the Fredericksburg Standard, so the company did not go 

out of business, there was just no need for a German paper any longer. The German 

language had become less commonly heard in the community. Although those who came 

to their adukhood during Hitler's era learned k in their homes, their children and 

grandchildren often did not, and some children growing up during the war were ashamed 

of the German language, because k was the language of the enemy* Fredericksburg's 

main street still has a German flavor, the shops often have signs in German as well in 

English and the street sign still calls k the Hauptstrasse, akhough that tkle is written in 

smaller print under the English designation. This German flavor now though is tourist-

oriented, instead of a reflection of the people of Fredericksburg. There are still many 

older residents who speak the German language, and remember Fredericksburg before 

and during World War II. They are now retired or work in the cky's museums. The three 

interviewed discussed the significant changes that have come to Fredericksburg since 

they were young. The most telling thing that mdicates the change in this communky, 

making k at least typical Texan, if not typical American, is the sign on the front of the 

local H.E.B. grocery store which is in two languages—English and Spanish. 

Fredericksburg's residents had maintained a tradkion of practicing their German 

heritage and American allegiance for many years. The community was founded in 1846 

and since then, akhough maybe wkh a short period during World War I when ks 

Barr, "Comparative Examination." 382. 
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residents exercised more caution, the communky had continued to be both German and 

American. This is not saying that ks residents were disloyal to the Unked States in any 

way by maintaining thek German connection. They were aware of and proud of their 

American citizenship, and the only time they might have been accused of disloyalty to 

the countiy of their ckizenship was during the Civil War when they were technically 

members of the Confederacy and tried to fight for the Unked States anyway. Their 

young men served and died for the United States and those at home practiced thek rights 

as ckizens, including the right to vote and the right of free speech. They just did so while 

speaking German, playing German music, and watching German theatre. Their ancestors 

came from a nation wkh a proud cultural heritage, even if ks govemment was not 

something they were proud of 

It was not until Hitler came to power and exposed Germany to fiirther criticism 

from the outside world that Fredericksburg's two worlds began to clash. Americans did 

not view Hitler's actions favorably, and after the experience of World War I, the German-

American community in general mshed to erase any last vestiges of thek connection to 

Germany. In most of the country this connection was already gone, having been severed 

during the First World War, but the community of Fredericksburg was more isolated and 

its population was almost completely German-American so k apparently was not as 

affected as much as the wider German-American community. However, during the Nazi 

era in Germany that changed. Fredericksburg residents began to realize that the two 

distinct parts of their community, were beginning to conflict. Hitler was not just a 

^ Knopp, "///n Nach Texas!," 216. 
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passing phenomenon as so many had hoped in 1933, and he had succeeded in making 

Germany a significant worid power. The way he chose to do this, along with some of his 

internal policies, angered people in many nations, including those in the United States. 

Although Fredericksburg residents celebrated and practiced only the German culture, 

they had no interest in German polkics. They realized that their language and culture 

were associated with a nation and leader that were unpopular wkh most of the American 

population. Nor did Fredericksburg residents approve of Hkler. Although they did agree 

some of his policies were in Germany's best interest, they could differentiate between the 

man and the culture they celebrated. However, those outside the community did not make 

that distinction as clearly; so, Fredericksburg's residents began to retreat from their 

connection with the German culture. 

Then in December 1941 the inevitable clash between their German heritage and 

thefr American allegiance came when, following its ally Japan, Germany declared war on 

the United States. Fredericksburg residents had to make a choice. This was not a 

moment of agonizing indecision in Fredericksburg though. It was a moment they had 

seen coming for several years and had been preparing for. Not only that, k was a choice 

that as far as they were concemed had been made three or four generations in the past 

when their ancestors had come to the United States. They were American ckizens and 

their loyaky belonged to that nation. They went to work wkh a will to defeat all the Axis 

powers and win the war for their country. The victory, but even more so the U.S. 

entrance into Worid War II, was the end of the unique blend of two cultures that 
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Fredericksburg residents had practiced since their ancestors had come to the United 

States. 

This transformation of Fredericksburg into a typical small American town would 

have come in time anyway. If the Second Worid War had not happened viskors to 

Fredericksburg today would probably have encountered a very similar town to that which 

its viskors do find. Michael Barr argues that New Deal projects was one a primary 

reason for Fredericksburg's transformation in the 1930s, because it brought 

Fredericksburg out of some of ks isolation wkh the constmction of better roads and 

introduced more modem conveniences into the communky and county, like electricky 

and plumbing. This increase in connections to the outside world probably was a factor 

in Fredericksburg's transformation because it made them more aware of American 

society outside thek community. However, that alone does not explain the rapidky of the 

change that occurred in the community of Fredericksburg. During basically a four-year 

period the residents of this communky went from openly celebrating thek German 

heritage, to quietly justifying some of Grermany's triumphs to finally joining the rest of 

the nation in condemning ks actions and behavior. Was Hkler the only reason this town 

changed from having a very German identky that was a reflection of ks people, to having 

a "typical American" identky with a German-tourist twist? No, he was not the only 

reason the change occurred because change would have occurred over time anyway. 

Hkler was just the catalyst that caused the rapid transformation from a communky that 

' Barr, "Comparative Examination." 383. 
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had been "German" for about a hundred years, to one that was "American" in less than a 

generation. 
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