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INTRODUCTION 

The Trans-Pecos region of Texas may well be consid

ered the last remaining frontier of the state. The area 

is bounded on the east by the Pecos River, on the south 

and west by the Rio Grande, and on the north by the Texas-

New Mexico line. And yet the actual existence of the 

Trans-Pecos is often lost on those unfamiliar with it. 

The term West Texas generally suggests high plains and 

plateau regions, and any reference to far West Texas 

raises the image of El Paso and its surroundings. Over

looked in these considerations are some of the most 

rugged, the most awesome, and the most beautiful pano

ramas in Texas. 

This is a region of mountains. Texas, a state not 

usually associated with alpine heights, has a total of 

ninety mountains which are over one mile in altitude. 

All of these peaks are within the bounds of the Trans-

Pecos region. Naturally then, the highest point in the 

state, Guadalupe Peak, is also here. Although the Texas 

mountains may be small compared with the towering 

Rockies in other states, it Is the contrast with the 

surrounding area which gives the Trans-Pecos mountains 



their formidable appearance. Mountain peaks arid ranges 

puncture rather spasmodically a land largely comprised of 

flat, arid stretches. 

The aridity of the region is noticed in the fact 

that there are only two major bodies of water—the rather 

erratic Rio Grande and Pecos rivers—in an area of more 

than 31f000 square miles. The Rio Grande, often wandering 

aimlessly along the edge of the region, is fed by only two 

major streams—the Rio Conchos, contributing its Mexican 

waters at a point near Presidio; and the Pecos, adding its 

salty contents near the small town of Langtry. The unpre

dictable flow of these rivers is affected not only by the 

limited rainfall in the area, but also by the increasing 

needs for irrigation waters. And even irrigation is 

limited. Water uses around the El Paso area greatly 

reduce, and in dry seasons almost entirely halt, the flow 

of the Rio Grande above Presidio. At the junction of the 

Rio Conchos this paucity is eliminated to some extent, 

but barely fifty miles below Presidio the Rio Grande 

enters the cliffs and canyons of the Big Bend and is not 

readily accessible thereafter. The Pecos River finally 

adds its mineral-sated waters through a gorge just south

west of Langtry, but it also marks the physical limits of 

the Trans-Pecos area. It will not be surprising to find 

development in this region limited by geography. 
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Here, among the mountain heights and desert vast-

nesses man has advanced, precariously balanced between 

the blessingj^ and curses of nature. Much of the area 

remains today in almost the same condition as it was 

centuries ago. It is a region in vrhlch vistas of the past 

are easily brought to mind—the patient labors of ancient 

tribesmen carving their meager existence from mountains 

and rivers, the Spanish intrusion with sword and cross, 

the frenzied activity around frontier posts In response to 

another raid by Comanches or Apaches, the growth of rail

roads and the cattle Industry, and the excitement of new 

wealth in mining towns and oil camps. This combination of 

intriguing history and engrossing geology was recognized 

by Walter Prescott Webb. In a 1937 article for the 

Panhandle Plains Historical Review, Professor Webb noted 

that there Is in this region a " . . . sense of unreality 

and romance that overwhelms the spectator and leaves him 

with a recurrent nostalgia for a land In which he can not 

live." 

And yet man has lived and does live here. Aridity 

may be the overriding geographic factor of this and other 

portions of the Southv/est, but the overriding historic 

fact is that man has been willing to contest nature and 

geography for a claim to the region. This thesis Is an 

attempt to survey that history. 



Personal interest in the history of the Trans-Pecos 

was derived by and large from work directed by the Park 

Administration Department at Texas Tech. A study project 

of a portion of the region afforded the opportunity in 

the form of a research assistantship. As many Texans, I 

had heard of, but had not visited, the Trans-Pecos. After 

seeing the area, however, I came to appreciate its beauty 

and decided to investigate its history for this thesis. 

Research has revealed that while there are a multi

tude of sources dealing individually with various phases 

of Trans-Pecos history, very few comprehensive accounts 

have been written. This is perhaps due to the enormity of 

such a project. A thesis, then, cannot be designed to 

mention every detail of the history, but rather must pose 

a generalized picture of the region to the present. 

This paper is organized in two sections. The first 

is confined strictly to a historical narrative; the second 

is a list of historic sites arranged on a county basis. 

Included are marked as well as presently unmarked sites, 

and in some cases, pertinent suggestions have been made 

relating to the Interpretation of the sites. It Is hoped 

that this procedure will not only offer an overall view of 

the regional history, but also provide an adequate his

torical background study for park administration research 

concerning regional development In the Trans-Pecos. 



CHAPTER I 

EARLY LIFE 

The record of man and his existence in Trans-Pecos 

Texas began several centuries before the inception of the 

Christian Era. Unfortunately, there is a dearth of 

detailed information on these early inhabitants, and much 

of what is presently known of prehistoric tribal life in 

the region has been extrapolated from various archeo-

loglcal discoveries. Literally as well as figuratively 

encrusted with age, these artifacts of stone and fiber 

offer sketchy evidence of early human life. Classifi

cation of the prehistory has, until recently, been in such 

general terms as Basket-maker and Pueblo horizons, but 

these simplifications belie the actual complexities 

involved. 

The earliest archeologlcal materials uncovered in the 

Trans-Pecos were the results of excavations in the 

Guadalupe Mountains and In the vicinity of present Van 
2 

Horn. In both areas Folsom points, blades, and scrapers 

•̂ Clifford B. Casey, "The Trans-Pecos in Texas His
tory," West Texas Historical and Scientific Society 
Publication.No. 5 (1933). P. 7. 

p 
Donald J. Lehmer, "A Review of Trans-Pecos Texas 

Archeology," Bulletin of the Texas Archeolop;ical Society. 
XXIX (1958), 122. 
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indicated the " . . . extension into the area o*f the 

Paleo-eastern big game hunters of late Pleistocene 

times."^ Although no exact time period has been assigned 

to these artifacts, the alluvial sequence with which they 

are associated, the Neville Deposition, is dated from 

8000 B.C. 

This primitive and rather simple culture group marked 

the beginning of man's prehistory in the Trans-Pecos and 

the end of agreement on cultural classifications by ̂  . 

archeologists. No longer were the Basket-maker and Pueblo 

generalities sufficient to describe development in the 

region. A significant milestone in Trans-Pecos archeology 

was reached by E. B. Sayles in 1935 when he defined the 

phases distinguishing three separate culture complexes: 

Big Bend Cave Dweller, Pecos River Cave Dweller, and 

Hueco Cave Di-feller. The next Important contribution was 

made by J. Charles Kelley a few years later. Basing his 

conclusions on Sayles* work and subsequent explorations, 

Kelley set down a revised classification system which is 

thought to be the most authoritative to date. Three dis

tinct areas of development were recognized, each having 

its own cultural aspect. (See Figure 1.) 

The Southeastern District, bounded by an arc sweeping 

roughly through the western tip of Big Bend National Park, 

-̂ rbid., p. 123. 
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the Davis Mountains, modern Fort Stockton, and then down 

the Pecos River, is most closely associated with the 

Basket-maker image. The Maravillas Complex, identified 

at a site on Calamity Creek, south of Alpine, is the 

earliest known culture in this district and is preceded in 

time by only the Folsom discoveries. This cultural group 

existed in the region apparently during a period of pro

longed drought, and grinding tools were the most prevalent 

artifacts. Evidence has suggested that these early men 

were highly dependent upon wild plants for their 

sustenance. The same Calamity Creek area also yielded 

materials of the later Santiago Complex, a carryover from 

the Maravillas. Discoveries here included grinding tools 
6 

and a few projectile points. 

Contemporaneous with the Santiago Complex was the 

first focus of the Big Bend Aspect designated by Kelley 

as the Pecos River Focus. Represented here were some of 

the earliest cave dwellers of the Trans-Pecos, a people 

who were basically hunters and gatherers. Their princi

pal weapon was the atlatl, and they used the fibers of 

^Ibid., p. 130. 

^Ibid., p. 12^. This complex uas identified with the 
alluvial sequence known as the Post-Neville Erosion, a 
long, dry period during vrhich many previously existing 
mammals, such as the mammoth and the American horse, 
disappeared. Ibid., p. 120. 

^Ibld. , p. 12̂ 4-. 



yuoca, sotol, and lecheguilla to make baskets, 'mats, and 

other supplies for their use.'̂  Pictographs characteristic 

of this culture are still to be found in the caves within 
o 

a thirty-mile radius of the mouth of the Pecos River. 

These polychromatic paintings consist of highly conven

tionalized figures depicting various activities of the 

cave dwellers. The culture Itself was identified in the 

strata of the Calamity Creek Deposition, and it survived 

until the close of the Archaic Stage of early man, 

approximately A.D. 1000. 

The succeeding cultural focus of the Big Bend Aspect 

was the Chlsos Focus, a relatively primitive food-

9 

gathering culture of the Basket-m.aker class. These peo

ple, existing in the early Neo-American stage of 

development, were distinguished by definite evidence of 

agricultural practices, and this during the dry period 

of the Post-Calamity Erosion. The residual skills of 

7 
'Walter Prescott Webb and H. Bailey Carroll, eds., 

The Handbook of Texas (2 vols.; Austin, Texas: The Texas 
State Historical Association, 1952), I, 59* 

o 
Herbert C. Taylor, Jr., "A Tentative Cultural 

Sequence for the Area about the Mouth of the Pecos," 
Bulletin of the Texas Archeolop;ical and Paleontolop;ical 
Society. XX (19^9). 73. 

g 
^J. Charles Kelley, "Factors Involved in the Abandon

ment of Certain Peripheral Southwestern Settlements," 
American Anthropolo/2:ist, LIV (July-September, 1952), 359-

•^^ehmer, p. 12^. 
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basket making were found in the Chlsos Focus, but the bow 

and arrow had begun to replace the atlatl of the Pecos 

River group. There was also some possibility of trade 

with western tribes as evidenced by the discovery of 

Puebloan pottery among the Chlsos artifacts. 

The Livermore Focus, although not directly part of 

the Big Bend Aspect, was a cultural contemporary of the 

Chlsos tribes. It was noted as the final prehistoric 

culture in the southeastern district of the Trans-Pecos 

and was possibly a group of late Plains hunters which 

sought relief in the heights of the Davis Mountains from 

the existing drought. These people brought with them 

their tools of the hunt—bows and arrows—and were perhaps 

the first to introduce these weapons into the Trans-

12 Pecos. The coexistence of the Livermore and Chlsos 

foci culminated formal cultural development in the South

eastern District. 

The El Paso District, west of a line from present 

Candelarla to just west of the Guadalupe Mountains, dis

played a second cultural aspect known as the Jornada 

Branch. Over an approximate 900-year period this horizon 

reflected the mixed Anasazi-Mogollon ancestry In the pre

historic culture centers of New Mexico and Arizona. 

lllbid., p. 131. 

^^Ibid., p. 125. 
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The earliest materials found in this district 

belonged to the Hueco Phase of the late Archaic period. 

These people lived in caves and rock shelters and prac

ticed the art of weaving fibers into baskets in much the 

same fashion as their contemporaries along the lower Pecos 

River. The most striking remains of this group, however, 

are the pictographs discovered on the rocks surrounding 

Hueco Tanks. A well-known watering place, even in his

toric times, the tanks provided the stony canvas for many 

an ancient artist. 

Following the Hueco group, a series of phases emerged 

and were characterized by permanent villages and primarily 

agricultural economies. All were a part of the rapid 

expansion of Puebloan culture down the Rio Grande 

beginning around A.D. 1000 and ending in the early fif-

13 teenth century. The first of these, the Mesllla Phase, 

began in New Mexico and followed the Rio Grande valley into 

Texas. These people lived in pit houses arranged in vil

lages and plied their agricultural skills, supplementing 

1^ normal rainfall with riverine irrigation. They also 

were credited as the first pottery complex developed in 

15 the area. 

^^Kelley, p. 357-

^^Ibid., p. 358. 

1*5 
-̂ Lehmer, p. 127. 



12 

The Dona Ana Phase was a short transition originating 

at the close of the Mesllla around A.D. 1100 and surviving 

a brief 100 years. Nevertheless, the multi-room surface 

pueblos of this period were to be found along with the 

Mesllla characteristics as far as El Cajon, 1^5 miles down 

river from the present El Paso vicinity. 

Final development in the Jornada Branch was carried 

on within the El Paso Phase, dating from 1200 to 1^00. 

During this period, the farming culture spread down the 

Rio Grande to a point below present Redford as well as 

some forty miles up the Rio Conchos in Mexico.l' Larger 

pueblos and an elaborate pottery complex were the iden

tifying features of this cultural division. It ended 

rather obscurely with the opening of the fifteenth century 

when a decline in the average precipitation caused the 

abandonment of the farming villages above the Presidio 

area. 

This area, at and below the junction of the Rio 

Grande and the Rio Conchos, had sufficient water to sup

port the remaining tribes. It was at this location that 

remnants of the El Paso Phase combined with outgrowths of 

^^Kelley, p. 36l. 

l̂ v/. W. Newcomb, Jr. , The Indians of Texas (Austin, 
Texas: University of Texas Press, 193lTr'p» 230. 
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the Livermore and Chlsos cultures to form the last of the 

major aroheologlced categories in the Trans-Pecos. 

The Bravo Valley Aspect, confined primarily in a 

narrow strip from modern Candelarla to the western edge 

of Big Bend National Park, and a short distance up the 

Rio Conchos, began simply enough with the La Junta Focus 

18 

in the early thirteenth century. Single-room struc

tures provided shelter for agriculturalists who worked 

their farms along the rivers. The simplicity of this cul

tural aspect was short-lived, however, for the farmers* 

increasing dependence on hunting created a need readily 

answered by tribes accustomed to the chase. 

As the sedentary farming cultures edged down the Rio 

Grande and into the Conchos and Redford valleys, there 

evolved a symbiotic subsistence relationship between the 
19 

agriculturalists and the remaining archaic gatherers. 

Each supplemented the other's food supply in a rather 

delicate balance. When climatic changes began to reduce 

the average rainfall toward the close of the fourteenth 

century, the farmers were no longer able to uphold their 

end of the nutriment exchange and tensions developed among 

l"The name of this focus Is derived from the term "la 
junta," meaning "junction," which was later applied by the 
Spanish to this area around the confluence of the Rio 
Grande and Rio Conchos. 

^^Kelley, p. 383* 
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the gatherers. This situation was compounded by a con

tinuing decrease in precipitation and led to the gradual 

withdrawal of the farming settlements noted at the end of 

the El Paso Phase. But the dry spell also affected tribes 

on the plains to the north and east, and the residual 

Puebloan oxature of the La Junta Focus was influenced by 

an influx of drought-weary hunters and traders of the 

Jumano tribes. 

The actual cultural contribution made by the nomadic 

Jumanos is overshadowed today by a sense of mystery asso

ciated with these people of the plains. Their culture 

type is the least known and most enigmatic of all Texas 

20 natives. They seem to have been a highly mobile people 

who rcuiged from the Neches River in eastern Texas to the 

Rio Grande in the west. So completely did they mingle 

with the Indigenous cultures along the Rio Grande, par

ticularly in the La Junta region, that the name Jumano 

21 
became somewhat of a generic term. This confusion 

stemmed largely from the Jumanos' practice of tatoolng 

their bodies, a practice not uncommon in many tribes of 

the Southwest. Nevertheless, the Jumano Indians did roam 

into the Trans-Pecos region, and by early historic times. 

20 
Newcomb, p. 23. 

21 
•̂ •Various names applied to these mlxtî res exemplify 

the confusion. A few of the variants are Xumana, Jumana, 
Humana, Umana, Xoman, and Sumana. Ibid., p. 226. 
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they existed as two distinct groups: the gardeners who 

had mixed with the Pueblos in the Rio Grande and Conchos 

valleys, and the hunters beyond the Chlsos and Davis 

Mountains who made seasonal visits to the farming vil-

22 

lages. These hunters took their place in the La Junta 

ecology by providing supplies of meat and occasional trade 

goods for the agriculturalists there. 

This relatively happy coexistence of Pueblo with 

Plains was threatened in the late fifteenth century by the 

intrusion of Athapascan tribes. These Apaches—Lipan and 

later Mescalero—further challenged and diluted the 

weakened Pueblo strains. However, final reduction of 

aboriginal Influences during the remaining Concepcion and 

Conchos foci of the Bravo Valley Aspect came at the hands 

of Europeans. 

22Ibid., p. 226. 



CHAPTER II 

SPANISH INFLUENCE 

The glory of the Spanish conquerors was ushered into 

the Trans-Pecos not with glistening armor and blaring 

trumpets, but rather with weathered rags and disguised 

trepidation. In the fall of 1535. four haggard men slowly 

and painfully made their way into the unexplored reaches 

of western Texas. The three white men, Alvar Nunez Cabeza 

de Vaca, Alonso del Castillo, and Andres Dorantes and a 

Negro, Estevanico the Moor, were the only survivors of an 

expedition to Florida some seven years earlier. Ship

wrecked off the Texas coast and held captive by savage 

natives, the four finally escaped and, guided by various 

tribes of Indians, trudged westward seeking the safety of 

New Spain. 

Not knowing when or if the next tribe of guides would 

turn on them, the Europeans were led along a route which 

is today rather baffling. Although De Vaca later wrote a 

journal of his wanderings, he possessed no means of 

recording on-the-spot observations, and consequently, 

"there are few Spanish narratives that are more unsatis

factory to deal with by reason of the directions. 

16 
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distances, and other details than (his]. "̂ ^ It is generally 

believed, however, that the survivor-explorers traveled 

down through the lower Rio Grande Valley into Mexico, 

turned northwestward, skirted the Big Bend area, and 

eventually reached the area near the junction of the Rio 

Grande and the Rio Conchos.^^ 

In this vicinity De Vaca and his weary companions 

discovered an area highly populated with Indians. These 

natives must have made quite an impression on the trav

elers, for their dwellings were the first structures 
25 resembling houses that the Spaniards had seen. Called 

2*̂  ^ 
^ ^Frederick W. Hodge, ed., "The Narrative of Alvar 

Nunez Cabeza de Vaca," in Spanish Explorers in the 
Southern United S t a t e s . 1528-15^3 (New Yoricl Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1925). p. 7-

ph. 
^ It is not within the scope of this paper to detail 

the many routes determined by students of Cabeza de Vaca's 
travels. However, It should be noted that the location of 
the trail varies from the extreme northern route up the 
Pecos River and west through New Mexico (Miss Brovmle Pon
ton and Bates H. McFarland, "Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca: 
A Preliminary Report of His Wanderings in Texas," Quar
terly of the Texas State Historical Association. I (Janu
ary, 1898), 166-186) to the extreme southern route through 
Mexico and completely by-passing western Texas (Bethel 
Coopwood, "The Route of Cabeza de Vaca," Quarterly of the 
Texas State Historical Association, III (October, 1899; 
January, 1900; April, 1900), 10«-1^0, 177-208, 22^-29^), 
The best and most recent study of this complexity is Alex 
D. Krieger's "Un Nuevo Estudlo de la Ruta Seguida Por 
Cabeza de Vaca a Traves de Norteamerlca" (unpublished 
Ph.D. dissertation. University of Mexico City, 1955)• 

^%ewcomb, p. 2^1; Herbert E. Bolton, "The Jumano 
Indians, 1650-1771." Quarterly of the Texas State His
torical Association. XV (July, 1911). 79-
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"cow people" by De Vaca because of the prevalence of buf-

26 
falo products in the camps, these Indians hesitantly 

received the strange men and presented them with gifts of 

27 
beans, pumpkins, calabashes, and blankets of cowhide. ' 

Perhaps in appreciation of the small hints of civilization 

found sonong these people, De Vaca described them as having 

" . . . the finest persons of any people we saw, of the 

greatest activity and strength, who best understood us and 

28 
intelligently answered our inquiries." But despite this 

comparative luxury, the Spaniards' journey could not be 

long delayed. 

Filled with coarse food and high hopes, the four men 

took a westward route toward the Mexican coast. Finally, 

in the late spring of 1536, they reached a point near the 

Gulf of California and were reunited with their astonished 

countrymen. In his report to Viceroy Antonio de Mendoza 

at Mexico City, De Vaca related that he had not seen any 

of the riches of the New World, but that he did hear of 

the Seven Cities of Cibola during his wanderings. On the 

basis of this rumor, the viceroy sent out two successive 

expeditions into present Arizona and New Mexico in search 

of the fabulous golden cities. However, the only thing 

^^Newcomb, p. 229. 

^"^Hodge, p. 103. 

2Qlbld.. p. 103. 
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the leaders of the expeditions. Fray I«Iarcos de Nlza and 

Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, found was a country rich 

with Indians. 

This wealth of souls, especially in the upper region 

of the Rio Grande, attracted the attention of Spanish 

missionaries during the late sixteenth century and brought 

them to the edges of the Trans-Pecos. By this time 

Spamish secular interest had stretched as far as the Santa 

Barbara mines in southern Chihuahua, so that area served 

as a convenient starting point for the early entradas into 

New Mexico. The route from Santa Barbara followed the 

Rio Conchos to its junction with the Rio Grande and then 

up that river valley to the New Mexican settlements. 

It was these settlements and their unenlightened 

populations that held a challenge for Fray Augustfn 

Rodriguez. With the slimmest of escorts. Fray Rodriguez 

left Santa Barbara in June, 1581, with Francisco Sanchez 

Chamuscado and two priests. Fray Francisco Lopez and Fray 

Juan de Santa Maria. The party traveled down the Rio 

Conchos and then made Its vray into Nevf Mexico via the Rio 

29 
Grande Valley. ^ After a brief exploration of the pueblo 

2Q 
^V. J. Smith, "Early Spanish Exploration in the Big 

Bend of Texas," West Texas Historical and Scientific 
Society Publication, No. 2 (r928), p. 56; J. Charles 
Kelley, "The Historic Indian Pueblos of La Junta de los 
Rlos," New Mexico Historical Review, XXVII (October, 
1952), 261; XXVIII (January, 19537^ 
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area and the death of one of the priests, the escort 

voted to return home. The two priests chose to remain 

alone. 

Concern for his Franciscan brothers prompted Fray 

Bernaldlno Beltr^n to volunteer to lead a rescue expedi

tion Into New Mexico. His proposal was approved by the 

viceroy and supported by Don Antonio Espejo, a wealthy 

citizen of northern Mexico. For personal as well as 

humanitarian motives, Espejo offered to finance the 

30 
expedition and to accompany it northward. 

Leaving San Bartolome in the late fall of 1582, the 

small expedition comprised of Beltran, Espejo, and four

teen soldiers wound its way down the Conchos to the Rio 

Grande. In this area they encountered tribes of Indians 

called Patarabueyes by slave raiders from the Santa Bar-

31 bara mines.^ These were the same Indians vrhich De Vaca 

had called the "cow people" and whom Espejo now grouped 

30 
^ At the time Espejo was under a sentence of murder. 

J. Lloyd Meacham, "Antonio de Espejo and His Journey to 
New Mexico," Southwestern Historical Quarterly. XXX 
(October, 1926), 11^. 

-'This earlier contact v;lth the Spaniards resulted 
in one nightly raid against Espejo»s party during which 
several horses vj-ere killed or wounded. Newcomb, p. 232; 
George Peter Hammond and Agaplto Rey, Expedition into New 
Mexico Made by Antonio de Espe.io, 1582-1583 (Los An^elesV 
Qulvera Society Publications, 1929). I. 55' 
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as the Jumanos. At La Junta, Espejo, the newiy-elected 

leader of the expedition, noted five large villages or 

pueblos and estimated a total population of 10,000.-^^ 

After a delay caused by " . . . very cold weather, 

bad roads, and lack of pasturages . . . ," the party began 

its march up the Rio Grande in mid-December.-^ During the 

journey, the Spaniards continued to meet isolated tribes 

of Jumanos, one of which verified the earlier passage of 

De Vaca.-̂ ^ By late January, 1583. the expedition had 

reached the vicinity of present El Paso. They met no peo

ple there, but they "found traces of them and many 

abandoned rancherlas. "-̂  This setting of desolation 

proved to be somewhat of an omen, for upon reaching the 

New Mexican pueblos, Beltran learned that his fears for 

the priests were Indeed soundly based. Both had been mur

dered by the Indians. 

^^Newcomb, p. 227. 

•^%erbert Eugene Bolton, Spanish Exploration in the 
Southwest. 15^2-1706 (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1916), p. 172; Frederick Webb Hodge, "The Jumano Indians," 
Proceedlnp:s of the American Antiquarian Society. XX 
(April, 1910), 6. Of these five pueblos, two xfere in 
Texas. The largest was on the outskirts of present 
Presidio. Nevrcomb, p. 23^. 

3^ 
•̂  Hammond, pp. 60-6^. 
35 
^^Bolton, Spanish Exploration, p. 173; Hodge, "Jumano 

Indians," p. 7« 
3"Hammond, p. 71• 
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The original goal of the expedition having been shat

tered, Espejo was determined to make the best of the 

situation. For the next few months the Spaniards 

explored, first west into present Arizona and then back 

east through the region around modern Santa Fe to the 

Pecos River. It was decided here that they would return 

to Mexico, and they moved toward the south following the 

river, which they named Rio de las Vacas. 

By the first week in August, they had made their way 

into the Trans-Pecos near Toyah Creek and were met by a 

37 
small hunting party of Jumanos.^'^ The Indians told them 

that they were only a twelve-day Journey from La Junta, 

and the Spaniards quickly agreed to the cross-country 

route. With their new guides, the explorers left the 

Pecos River probably by Toyah Creek, passed San Solomon 

Springs, through Llmpla and Kesey canyons, and finally 

down Walker and Capote creeks to a point on the Rio Grande 
38 

near present Candelarla."^ After a short stay among the 

Jumanos, the Spaniards left the Rio Grande in late August 

37ibid., p. 12^; Newcomb, p. 239. 
38 
•^ J. C. Kelley, "The Route of Antonio de Espejo Down 

the Pecos River and Across the Texas Trans-Pecos Region in 
1583." West Texas Historical and Scientific Society 
Publication, No. 7 (1937), PP- ll-l^T 
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and finally arrived in San Bartolome on Septemtler 10, 

1583.^^ 

Although not intended for more than a rescue party, 

the Espejo expedition explored much of the area crossed 

earlier by Coronado. As a result, interest in that region 

was reawakened and new efforts were made to establish 

settlements there. 

Prior to Espejo»s expedition, the viceroy had 

announced, by order of the king, that a contract would be 

issued for the colonization of New Mexico. The report 

brought back by Espejo made this grant all the more 

appealing. While the question of exclusive concessions 

in New Mexico was being decided, "more impulsive Spaniards 

hurried into the area, perhaps hoping to find sufficient 
^0 

riches to buy a royal pardon for their rashness." One 

of these was the lieutenant-governor of Nuevo Leon, 

Gaspar Castano de Sosa. 

Having organized a party of 170 individuals, De Sosa 

left Nuevo Almaden (Monclova) in 1590 and made his way 

into New Mexico by way of the Rio Grande and Pecos rivers. 

Several successful assaults were carried out against hos

tile pueblos, but as the unauthorized conquerors neared 

-̂ -̂ Hammond, p. 128. 

^^Odle B. Faulk, Land of Many Frontiers (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1968), p. 20. M 



the Taos Pueblo in the north, they were overtaken and 

arrested by governme^it troops sent out for that purpose.^^ 

New Mexico was to be conquered and colonized, but only 

legally and in due course. 

In 1595 the settlement contract was finally awarded 

to Juan de OHate, and after many delays, he headed his 

expedition of soldiers, families, and priests northward in 

early 1598. From the headwaters of the Conchos, the 

expedition followed a new trail pioneered by Onate's 

nephew due north to the Rio Grande. At the end of a 

long, perilous Journey, the Spaniards reached the river 

and succeeded in finding a crossing which was to become 

memorable as El Paso del Norte. The expedition then con

tinued up the Rio Grande and planted the Spanish flag and 

several settlements among the Indians of New Mexico. For 

almost a century thereafter this was an area of primary 

Interest for the Spanish, and consequently, the bulk of 

the Trans-Pecos region was neglected. 

However, this was not the case in the small western 

segment around El Paso del Norte. During the subsequent 

travels through the area, missionaries had noted the exis

tence of Manso Indians at the pass and had suggested the 

establishment of missions for this wild, non-agricultural 

^^Ibid., p. 20. 

^^Ibid., p. 20. L 
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tribe. These plans were realized in I659 when iPather 

Garcia de San Francisco y Zunfga and Father Francisco de 

Salazar supervised the laying of foundation stones. The 

mission, completed in I668, was named Nuestra Senora de 

Guadalupe. Soon two other tribes of the vicinity were 

being spiritually educated by the Spanish. The missions 

for these tribes, Nuestro Padre San Francisco de las Sumas 

and La Soledad de los Janos, were established down the Rio 

Grande from El Paso del Norte, and like Guadalupe, they ] 

were located on the south side of the stream.^ Near 

these missions a small Spanish settlement flourished, a 

forerunner of greater activity. 

The Pueblo revolt of I68O came with such unexpected 

savagery that the Spanish and their few Indian allies fell 

back in confusion and panic to the more stable El Paso del 

Norte area. Governor Antonio de Otermfn, foreseeing no 

prospect for immediate reconquest, began work to establish 

a permanent settlement at the pass. Within a short two-

year period, this portion of the Rio Grande valley was | 

dotted with six missions and four villages or pueblos, : 

3v/. A. Stephenson, "Spanish Exploration and Settle
ment of V/est Texas Before the I8th Century," West Texas 
Historical Association Yearbook, II (June, 1926^, 80. 

Anne E. Hughes, Be^innlnp;s of Spanish Settlement In 
the El Paso District (Berkeley, California: University of 
California Press, 191^). pp. 311-312. 

f*.,' 
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Including the settlement of Ysleta for the Tigiia 

Indians.^^ Thus by the end of 1682, a rather substantial 

district had been created and was in need of protection. 

With the change of governors in I683, Don Jiroza 

Petriz de Cruzate was left with the responsibility of 

establishing a presidio for the area. Basing his efforts 

on the work of his predecessor Otermln, Cruzate succeeded 

in locating Nuestra Senora del Pilar y Glorloso Senor San 

Jose below El Paso and garrisoned it with fifty soldiers. 

He also enlisted the aid of Fray Nicolas Lopez, exiled 

Father Superior of the New Mexico missions, in relocating 

the settlements closer to the pass and thus affording them 

additional protection. By late I683 the Spanish were 

firmly entrenched around El Paso. 

Besides spawning this rapid growth at the pass, the 

Pueblo revolt also had a long range effect on the whole of 

the Trans-Pecos. The Spanish, long accustomed to the use 

of horses, Imported a great number of the animals to the 

settlements in New Mexico. They generally employed 

^^J. Walter Fewkes, "The Pueblo Settlements near El 
Paso, Texas," American Anthropologist, IV (January-March, 
1902), 58. In addition to the Guadalupe and the Sumas 
missions, these were the missions of Senecu, Socorro, 
Ysleta, and Santa Gertrudls. The villages were San 
Lorenzo, San Pedro de Alcantara, San Jose, and Ysleta. 
H. E. Bolton, "Spanish Occupation of Texas, 1519-1690," 
Southwestern Historical Quarterly, XVI (July, 1912), 19* 

^^Hughes, pp. 311-312. 
1 ' 
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Indians as herders and often allowed converts the use of 
^7 the horses. Therefore, by the mid-seventeenth century, 

various tribes of the region had become acquainted with 

this new means of transportation, although they " . . . 

depended on horse stealing rather than horse raising for 

their supply of animals.** The revolt in 1680 aided in 

the spread of horsemanship, for the Pueblos traded the 
h,Q 

animals of the ousted Spanish to the plains Indians. ̂  

And so the knowledge passed literally on pounding hoofs to 

many of the Southwestern tribes, ©jnong which were the 

Apaches. These warriors would later make devastating use 

of their new mobility in the Trans-Pecos. Existing con

flicts with the Jumanos, hox̂ ever, gave evidence that the 

aggressiveness of the Apaches, as well as other plains 

tribes, vms intensified rather than created by their 
50 

acquisition of horses. 

'*'7D. E. Worcester, "The Spread of Spanish Horses in 
the Southwest," New Mexico Historical Review, XIX (July, 
19^^). 225. 

^^Francls Haines, "Where Did the Plains Indians Get 
Their Horses?" American Anthropolop:lst. XL (January-
March, 1938), iW. 

'*'%rancis Haines, "The Northward Spread of Horses 
Among the Plains Indians," American Anthropologist, XL 
(July-September, 1938), ̂ 31-

^^Clark Wlssler, "The Influence of the Horse In the 
Development of Plains Culture," American Anthropolop;lst, 
XVI (January-March, 191^). 25. 

,1 
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Before 1680 the Jumanos had been closed out of the 

New Mexican territory by the Apaches.^^ Earlier mission

ary work by Father Juan de Salas among the Jumanos near 

modern San Angelo and successive armed expeditions to 

that area ingrained in those Indians the advantageous 

association of Spanish cross with Spanish sword. Thus, 

it was not surprising to find the Jumanos approaching the 

Spanish at El Paso in I683, ostensibly seeking mission

aries. 

The principal moving force behind these entreaties 

was Juan Sabeata, a chief of the Jumanos. "Sabeata him

self was an inveterate gossip and a master at frontier 

intrigue," and he would lead parties of his kinsmen over 

a vast area of Texas trading goods and information." But 

his immediate need was an escort to the traditional Jumano 

hunting grounds on the Edwards Plateau where hostile 

Apaches were intruding. There was also an outside chance 

that he might enlist Spanish aid in a war against the 

Apaches. 

To Fray Lopez and Governor Cruzate, Sabeata*s request 

for missionaries to the Jumanos seemed sincere enough. 

^ J. Charles Kelley, "Juan Sabeata and Diffusion in 
Aboriginal Texas," American Anthropologist, LVII (October, 
1955). 992. 

Ibid., p. 981. It is conjectured that Sabeata and 
his men were the ones who Informed the Spanish and the 
French of one another*s presence in Texas. 
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Had not a party of Jumanos visited El Paso with' the same 

desires barely two months earlier in October?^-^ The 

Spanish decided to act. Fray Lopez, in company with Fray 

Juan de Zavaleta and Fray Antonio de Acevedo, left El Paso 

on December 1 and Journeyed to the La Junta area; "soon 

seven or more tribes . . . had built churches and 

dwellings for the missionaries."^ Meanwhile, Cruzate : 

had selected Juan Domlnguez de Mendoza to escort the 

priests beyond the Pecos. On December 15 Mendoza and a 

small contingent of soldiers departed from El Paso and 

made their way down the Rio Grande. At several points:-

along their march, they encountered Suma Indians who 

asked " . . . aid and help against the common enemy, the 

Hapaches nation . . . ," but the soldiers were under 

other orders. 

Mendoza reached La Navldad en las Cruces, one of the 

missions established by Lopez, on December 29, and at this 

point Just above present Presidio, he caught up with the 

^^Hodge, "Jumano Indians," p. 15* 

^Bolton, Spanish Exploration, p. 3l6. Although the 
number of tribes ranged from seven to nine, the establish
ment of actual missions is Indefinite. Kelley, "The 
Historic Indian Pueblos," p. 267. 

^^Bolton, Spanish Exploration, pp. 321-323. 



priests. Having arranged to leave Fray Acevedo in 

30 

charge of the La Junta missions, Lopez and Zavaleta Joined 

with Mendoza, and the expedition left the Rio Grande on 

January 1, l68^. Sabeata was their guide. 

The Spaniards* route to the Pecos lay through 

Paisano Pass to the area around modern Alpine and then 

57 
northeast by Leon and Comanche springs to the river. 

The Pecos was found to be muddy and somewhat alkaline; the 

vicinity had no trees but was well supplied with mesquite 
58 

and good pasturage. A crossing was made below present 

Girvin, and the expedition continued on into the region 

of the San Saba and Conchos rivers. Here they established 

the San Clemente mission and remained six weeks before 

being driven out by hostile Apaches. Sabeata had nego

tiated his passage but was dismissed as guide for his 

59 repeated urging of warfare against the Apaches. 

On the return journey in l68^, Mendoza claimed the 

north bank of the Rio Grande as a part of New Mexico, but 

then had to take a circuitous route through Mexico to El 

^^Ibid., p. 325-
57 
^'Just west of the Pecos River, the Spaniards killed 

several buffalo, one of the few recorded instances of 
those animals In the Trans-Pecos. Ibid., p. 329* 

^ Ibid. , p. 329. 

^^Kelley, "Juan Sabeata," p. 985-
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Paso " . . . because the Sumas were in revolt and the Rio 

Grande high." This outbreak necessitated a further 

consolidation of the missions along the Rio Grande and 

attempts by the local officials to abandon El Paso com

pletely. However, total withdrawal was vetoed by the 

governing forces in New Spain, and the pass continued in 

Spanish hands. 

The New Mexico area was later reconquered by Don 

Diego de Vargas in I692, but by that time the Trans-Pecos 

had lost some of its appeal for the Spaniards. In 1685 

the exploration and settlement made by La Salle on the -

Texas Coast raised a threat of French competition for 

ownership of Texas; As Spanish Interest shifted far to 

the east, more direct routes from Mexico vrere sought, and 

the establishment of a few missions in the more humid 

climate set a trend which would survive the temporary 

abandonment of the entire Texas region in 1693• It was 

the French intrusion, then, which detracted from Mendoza*s 

efforts in the Concho area and perhaps prevented the 

Trans-Pecos from becoming a highway to Central and East 

Texas. 

Although the origins of Texas are usually traced to 

" . . . the small group of missions established by 

Bolton, Spanish Exploration, p. 317 

Casey, p. 10. 
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Massenet in I69O on the Neches River, . . . the true 

beginnings . . . are to be found in the settlements along 

the Rio del Norte in the El Paso district."^^ Actual 

Spamish settlement within the interior of the Trans-Pecos, 

however, was non-existent. The extreme ruggedness of the 

area and the limited water supply were combined with the 

presence of the mountain Apaches and the remote sources 

of protection to put any ideas of colonization out of the 

question. Thus, the wave of Spanish settlement literally 

broke on the rocks of the Trans-Pecos and flowed toward 
63 

New Mexico and eastern Texas on either side. 

After an absence of more than two decades, the 

Spanish returned to the Texas area in the early 1700*s. 

Their chief interests were focused on the eastern tribes, 

but there was also some activity around La Junta. Here 

the Spanish discovered that the Jumanos had fashioned an 

alliance with the Apache tribes, a move dictated by 

desires for self-preservation, and had consolidated the 

settlements along the Conchos and Rio Grande. (See Figure 

2.) 

The first expedition back to La Junta was that of Don 

Juan Antonio de Trasvlna Retls in the spring of 1715* 

^^Hughes, p. 391. 

63 
•̂ Carlysle Graham Raht, The Romance of the Davis 

Mountains and the Blp; Bend Country (El Paso, Texas: 
Rahtbooks Co., 1919). P* 3^ 
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With thirty soldiers and an Indian party, Hetls' escorted 
* 

two priests down the Conchos to the La Junta pueblos. 

They visited a total of eight villages in the area; the 

largest, Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe, was located on the 

south side of the Rio Grande and Just below the Conchos 

Junction; only two, San Cristobal and San Antonio de 

Padua, were on the Texas side. Among these Indians, Retls 

noticed conspicuous European traits of dress, language, 

and tools. The tribal cultures were weakening. , 
• ' I 

Additional priests were sent to La Junta in I716 and 

the missionary work continued. But the restless calm 

among the Indians caused frequent abandonment of the mis

sions and prompted Retls to urge the establishment of a 

presidio. 

The desire for protection was characteristic of the 

period, for the Apaches were becoming a threat to settle

ments in northern Mexico as well as along the river 

boundary. A major stronghold of the savages was located 

in the Rio Grande region between La Junta and the presidio 

of San Juan Bautlsta (below present Eagle Pass), an area 

as yet unexplored by the Spaniards. In 1728, therefore. 

Captain Jose de Berroteran was authorized by the governor 

of Nueva Vlzcaya to lead an expedition Into the region and 

locate a route to La Junta. After several delays. 

6̂  Kelley, "The Historic Indian Pueblos," pp. 268-270. 
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Berroteran moved up from the Coahuila presidio '(Monclova) 

to San Juan Bautlsta in March of 1729, and then slowly 

followed the Rio Grande northward. In April the Spaniards 

crossed to the northern side in the vicinity of present 

Langtry. From there they followed the river to an area 

south of modern Dryden before a shortage of supplies and 

a continual fear of Apache attack forced them to cross 

back into Mexico. The expedition had covered only eighty 

or one hundred miles of the Intended Journey, and 

BerroterSi was harshly criticized for his failure.^ 

A second exploration was ordered with the added goal 

of locating a site for a presidio, but five years elapsed 

until, in December of 1735. Governor Bias de la Garza 

Falcon of Coahuila began his expedition. Following 

Berroteran*s route along the Rio Grande, Falcon and his 

fifty men reached a point below present Del Rio. Here the 

governor remained and established a camp site, while his 

son. Captain Miguel de la Garza Falcon, led thirty sol

diers further to the north and west. This group crossed 

the Rio Grande above the camp, followed the river into the 

Trans-Pecos near present Shumla, and then traveled to an 

area south of Dryden, possibly in the vicinity of Indian 

"^Carlos E. Castaneda, rhe Mission Era; The Winning 
of Texas, 1693-1731, Vol. II of Our Catholic Heritage in 
Texas. 1519-1936 (7 vols.; Austin, Texas: Von Boeckmann-
Jones Company, 1936), pp. 335-3^5-
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Canyon. There on a hill they found the remains of an 

unknopm Spanish entrada. a large wooden cross which they 

named La Santa Cruz de Mayo. This discovery, however, 

was the only highlight of the exploration. The rugged 

terrain to the west barred progress already hampered by 

cold weather and snow, and the younger Falcon was forced 

to retrace his path back to his father*s camp. Upon his 

return to the Mexican Interior, Governor Falcon fulfilled 

part of his orders by recommending his camp on the Rio 

Grande as a suitable site for a presidio, but he had not 

completed his assigned exploration nor had he opened a 

route west to La Junta. More direct methods were 

necessary if that area was to be protected. 

In 17^7 Joseph de Ydolaga led an expedition to La 

Junta for the purpose of examining the area for settlement 

and for the establishment of a presidio. The Spaniards 

journeyed down the west side of the Conchos to San Fran

cisco de la Junta, the pueblo opposite Guadalupe. They 

then crossed the Conchos, visited Guadalupe, and moved 

down the south bank of the Rio Grande to San Antonio de 

los Puliques and the Redford valley. Fording the river. 

Carlos E. Castaneda, The Mission Era: The Missions 
at V/ork. 1731-1761. Vol. Ill of Our Cathoric Heritable in 
Texas, 1519-1936 (7 vols.; Austin, Texas: Von Boeckmann-
Jones Company, 193°). P» 206. 
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they Journeyed to San Cristobal and moved back up the 

river for some distance without finding any other 

67 
occupied pueblos. No presidio was established. 

Two other expeditions to La Junta in 17^7 were like

wise no more than explorations of the area. The leaders, 

Don Pedro de Rabago y Teran and Don Permln de Vidaurre, 

Journeyed to Guadalupe from Coahuila and then made brief 

68 
excursions up and down the Rio Grande. They substan- = 

tiated the existence of four occupied pueblos along the 

river. 

These villages, plus three more further up the . 

Conchos, were the only ones remaining in 17^7* Earlier, 

during the period I683 to 1715. there were as many as 

fifteen pueblos in this area, but the fearsome Apache . 

69 tribes had caused many to be abandoned. ^ The alliance of 

the plains Jumanos with the Apaches was not as rigid among 

the sedentary puebloans at La Junta, and the Indians there 

had to rely on their trading abilities to maintain rela

tions with the mountain raiders. Still, there was greater 

safety in numbers, so the outlying villages were deserted. 

^•^Kelley, "The Historic Indian Pueblos," pp. 270-271. 

°^Below the junction, probably near present Redford 
on the Texas side, Rabago y Teran located the abandoned 
pueblo of Tapacolmes vacated shortly after 1715* Ibid., 
p. ̂ 0. 

^^Kelley, "Factors Involved," p. 367• 
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The threat to the La Junta tribes was intensified by the 

mid-1700*s as Southern Comanches began exerting pressure 

on the Apaohes and forcing them into the mountainous areas 

of the Trans-Pecos and northern Mexico. The need for the 

long-awaited presidio thus became almost desperate. 

This urgency was first realized by Rubin de Cells on 

an expedition to La Junta in 1751* After some delay. 

Cells returned to the area in 1759 and established a 

presidio and a mission between the San Francisco and 

Guadeaupe pueblos near present Ojlnaga, Mexico.' The 

presidio was abauidoned in I767 and moved to a more central 

location on the Conchos. In 1773 it was re-established at 

its previous site south of the Rio Grande near the pueblo 

of Guadadupe; thereafter, the post as well as the pueblo 

71 were known by variants of the name Presidio del Norte. 

This presidio was part of a system established by the 

Spanish in a rather Impotent attempt to halt the spread of 

the Apache and Comanche depredations across the Rio Grande 

into Mexico. During the eighteenth century, " 

attacks of savage foes on the frontier posts were 

. . . 

•^^elley, "The Historic Indian Pueblos," pp. 3^-35-

'The oldest name for the complex was "El Real 
Presidio de Senor Santiago de la Junta de los Rlos." It 
was shortened to "El Real Presidio de Santiago del Norte" 
by 1795 and later reduced to "El Presidio del Norte." In 
November, I865, the name was changed to "Ojlnaga" in honor 
of Manuel Ojlnaga, a governor of Chihuahua and a leader 
against Maxlmllllan. Ibid., pp. 3^-36. 
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frequent; and there were few years in which a campaign, 

generally ineffective, was not made by the presidial 

72 

forces.**' But this was not enough. In I765 the captain 

of the El Paso presidio reported frequent thefts of horses 

and cattle by the Apaches, " . . . who cross freely from 

one to another side of the Rio del Norte . . . . "̂ -̂  And 

in the relatively short period of 1771-1776, the number 

of persons killed by Apaches and Comanches in one northern 
ok 

section of Mexico was listed at 1,675. 

It was evident that the ever-shifting line of pre

sidios along the Rio Grande was no major deterrent. In 

1769 the Marques de Rubf, reporting his findings after a 

two-year inspection tour of the northern frontier, recom

mended that the presidios be drawn into a tight defensive 

cordon to guard against Indian penetrations into New 

Spain. As a result, the King of Spain Issued the Royal 

Regulations in 1772 Implementing many of Rubl*s sugges-
75 tions. But despite the valid methods of organization 

'Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Texas and the 
North Mexican States (2 vols.; San Francisco: The History 
Company, Publishers, I89O), I, 603. 

"̂ Ĵames M. Daniel, trans, and ed. , "Diary of Pedro 
Jose de la Fuente, Captain of the Presidio of El Paso del 
Norte, January-July, I765," Southwestern Historical 
Quarterly. LX (October, 1956), 275-

'̂ '̂ Bancroft, Vol. II, p. 593-

'^Sidney B. Brlnckerhoff and Odle B. Faulk, Lancers 
for the King (Phoenix, Arizona: Arizona Historical 
Foundation, 1965)* 
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set forth in the Reglamento, the system of presidios was 

not appreciably strengthened due to the great expense 

involved in adequately equipping and training the 

soldiers. By the late 1780*s the Spanish viceroy, hoping 

for better results, recommended a new official policy 

regarding the Indians: " . . . the different tribes were 

to be incited in every possible way to a warfare of 

76 

extermination between themselves . . . ." Little suc

cess was realized and the ineffectual presidial system 

began to dwindle away. 

Its demise became a certainty with the Mexican 

revolution of 1821. Embroiled in its own troubles, the 

new government had little time for the problems of the 

northern frontier. Soldiers in the remaining presidios 

were no longer paid and so vrere not inclined to remain at 

their posts. Thus, even these weakest of control measures 

disappeared, and savages galloped southward unchecked— 

another unhappy inheritance of the Mexican people. 

The Southern Comanches, nomadic hunters of the plains 

east of the Pecos River, had for many generations con

ducted regular raids into northern Mexico. It was 

customarily in September, v/hen the rains had filled the 

watering places, that these marauders made their way down 

the Comanche Trail. Marked by animal bones of many 

76 Bancroft, Vol. I, p. 683. 
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forays, the trail was " . . . a great chalkline . . . from 

the Llano Estaoado to the Rio Grande." ' The route forded 

the Peoos at Horsehead Crossing, led through Persimmon 

Gap, then passed to the west of the Chlsos Mountains, and 

crossed the Rio Grande near present Lajitas. Having plun

dered in Chihuahua to their fill, the Comanches would 

return to the north in November. Now, with the confusion 

in Mexico, they raided more freely and eventually " . . . 

overran Durango and penetrated into Zacatecas."' 

Although the Mexicans of the northern frontier were 

raided punctually once a year by the Comanches, " . . . 

the mountain Apaches—like the poor—were with them 

79 

always." These Mescalero Apaches, named for their cus

tom of consuming roasted mescal and sotol, were the 

virtual lords of the Trans-Pecos. From their mountain 

strongholds, they could easily slip into Mexico and plun

der at their leisure. Unlike the Comanches, the Apaches 

rarely conducted open attacks; they generally operated 

from ambush and thus v/ere all the more terrifying. 

As the Comanche and Apache incursions slowly depopu

lated northern Mexico, the frontier areas were left to 

^^Oscar Waldo Williams, Stories from the Big Bend, 
Monograph 10, edited by S. D. Myres (El Paso, Texas: 
Texas Western College Press, 1965). P* 32. 

^^Bancroft, Vol. II, p. 599-

7%llllams, p. 33. 
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their own devices. In desperation the states offered 

bounties for Indian scalps: $100 for a male, $50 for a 
80 

female. Friendly Indians and foreigners were Induced 

to Join the hunt, and James Kirker, a Scottish trapper, 

organized a company of 200 Americans, Shav/nees, and 

8l 

Mexicans for seeking scalps. This measure proved unsuc

cessful, however, for the scalps of savages were too often 

mixed with those of Mexicans and peaceful Indians. 

As an alternative, the governor of Chihuahua pur

chased peace with the raiders in 18^2. The agreement 

temporarily secured certain portions of the state from • 

attack while providing a base for raids into adjoining 
82 

states and a market for goods stolen there. As other 

states began retaliating in kind, it became obvious that 

the only ones benefiting from these arrangements were the 

Indians. Thus, the remedies offered by the harassed 

Mexican population were little better than the problems 

and had very little effect on the number or intensity of 

the continuing Indian raids. 

^^Bancroft, Vol. II, p. 599-

81 , X 
Ibid., p. 599(n); Ralph A. Smith, "Poor Mexico, So 

Far From God and So Close to the Tejanos," West Texas 
Historical Association Yearbook, XLIV (October, 1968), 
78-105. 

Op 

Bancroft, Vol. II, p. 6OO. 
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The Republic of Texas should have fallen heir to 

these Indian troubles by virtue of the I836 revolution, 

but she was involved with her settlements in the east. 

Only Mexicans were known to live west of the Pecos, and 

there was little chance that the Congress of the Republic 

would take measures to prevent the raids into Mexico. The 

question of Jurisdiction over the land between the Pecos 

and the Rio Grande, and consequently, the control of 

Indisui progress through that area into Mexico, would be 

settled only sifter a two-year war. 



CHAPTER III 

ENTRY OF AMERICANS 

The war between the United States and Mexico was a 

major turning point in the development of the Trans-Pecos. 

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, signed at the end of two 

years of fighting, specified the Rio Grande as the 

southern border of Texas and thus left the United States 

to wrestle with the problem of restraining the Indian 

raiders. The conclusion of the hostilities with Mexico 

also opened western Texas to the first penetrations of 

American settlers and freighters, but only a few hardy 

souls were initially able to sustain themselves in the 

unprotected wilds. Finally, the acquisition of California 

and the almost immediate discovery of gold there lured 

westward a constant stream of pioneers and fortune 

seekers, many of whom ventured across the Trans-Pecos. By 

1850 a number of trails through the region were well 

defined and widely traveled. 

One of these, the Chihuahua Trail, cut diagonally 

across the flow of westward movement and vras best known by 

merchants. Since 1822 freighters had been carrying goods 

between Missouri and Chihuahua City, Mexico, by way of 

Santa Fe. The portion of the route from Santa Fe south

ward through El Paso del Norte was approximately the same 
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as that followed by Onate and known to the Spanish as 

Camlno Real. But the trail seemed overly long and an 

attempt was made in 1839 to shorten it by cutting through 

Texas. 

The pioneers of the new route were fifty Chihuahuan 

merchants led by Dr. Henry Connelly, formerly a physician 

from Missouri. They amassed $200,000-$300,000 in gold 

bullion and specie with which to purchase trade goods in 

the United States and organized a small caravan of 7 

wagons and 700 mules for the Journey. ^ In final prepara

tion they reached an agreement with the governor of 

Chihuahua for a military escort through Indian territory 

and a tariff reduction on the goods they planned to bring 

back from Missouri. V/ith this assurance and fifty 

Mexican dragoons, the traders guided their heavily-laden 

wagons down the Conchos River to Presidio del Norte and 

there crossed into Texas. Following Alamito Creek, they 

proceeded northeastvmrd to San Esteban Springs, through 

Paisano Pass to a point near modern Alpine, and then by 

Comanche Springs to a crossing on the Pecos near present 

Girvin. The Journey through the Texas plains, though 

delayed by faulty route selection, finally took them into 

Missouri. On their return to the Rio Grande in 18^0, the 

83Max L. Moorhead, New Mexico*s Royal Road (Norman, 
Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press, 1958), p. 120. 
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merchants found that there had been a change in the 

Chihuahuan government, and they were forced to spend 

several days negotiating new and higher tariff rates. The 

feasibility of the new route was determined, but because 

of the excessive tariffs and the length of time required 

for this first trip, the trail was not used until after 

the Mexican War—and then with a major variation. 

In 1848 businessmen in San Antonio cast somewhat 

covetous eyes on the Santa Fe-Chlhuahua trade. Perhaps 

the trade route could be shifted into Texas if an adequate 

trail could be laid out. For this purpose they organized 

the "Chihuahua-El Paso Pioneer Expedition" and recruited 

as a leader the former Ranger captain, John C. "Jack" 

84 

Hays, recently returned from the Mexican War. The expe

dition was also supported by the United States government 

seeking Information for a military road through to El 

Paso. 

In late August, 1848, Hays and his friend Samuel A. 

Maverick left San Antonio with a party of thirty-five 

citizens and were soon joined by a small military detach

ment. The expedition made its way westward, crossed 

Devil*s River, and then moved to a point on the Pecos 

^^James Klmmlns Greer, Colonel Jack Hays (New York: 
E. P. Dutton & Company, Inc., 1952), p. 217. 
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River, probably in southern Pecos County.^ Hays found 

the water of the Peqos to be muddy and brackish, but it 

would later be fondly remembered, for beyond the Pecos 

the lack of water was a constant problem. By early Octo

ber the expedition was plagued by short rations as the men 

wandered southwest through the Trans-Pecos. Originally 

designed for a three-month round trip, the exploratory 

force still was over two hundred miles from El Paso. 

Dogged by hunger and frustration, the men of the 

expedition finally crossed the Rio Grande and journeyed to 

the Mexican settlement of San Carlos. There they were 

greeted rather coolly, but after carefully explaining the 

presence of their armed force in Mexico, they were given 
86 

food and directions for the trip to Presidio del Norte. 

Hays and company arrived at Presidio in mid-October and 

crossed the Rio Grande to a minute settlement of Americans 

recently established there. It was then decided that the 

expedition would not continue to El Paso, for the accom

panying troops were under limited orders and several 
87 

civilians were too exhausted. 

The return vras much less hazardous. Following the 

known route from, the Presidio area to Horsehead Crossing 

Q^Ibld., pp. 218-219. 

^^Ibid., p. 223. 

Q^ibid., p. 224. 
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on the Pecos, the expedition traveled down river to Live 

Oak Creek and then headed northeast for San Saba. But a 

cold, wet norther which struck in mid-November caused the 

weary explorers to turn south instead to a more direct 

route along Las Moras Creek by which they reached San 

88 
Antonio. The expedition had been gone for 106 days and, 

according to Samuel Maverick*s journal, had traveled a 
80 

total of 1,303 miles but had not reached El Paso. ^ Hays 

felt he had accomplished his mission, however, because a 

trail from San Antonio to Presidio del Norte would connect 

with the fledgling Chihuahua Trail at that point. This 

later proved to be accurate as many freighters would 

travel this route from the Texas coast to Chihuahua. 

Although Hays* "trail" was somewhat indefinite, his 

exploration provided the first information on the unex

plored Trans-Pecos. In a letter to Secretary of War 

William L. Marcy, Hays noted that the Pecos River " . . . 

may not be found fordable at all times; but it is a narrow 

90 
stream, and easy ordinarily to cross." He also sug
gested that, based on his experiences, late March would be 

Q^Ibid., pp. 224-225. 

^^Samuel A. Fiaverick, Chihuahua Expedition, 1848, 
University of Texas, Archives, Library. 

^^U.S., Congress, Senate, Report of the Secretary of 
War, S. Exec. Doc 32, 31st Cong., 1st sess., 1550, 
pp. 64-65-
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the best time for travel through the area, for then 

" . . . the grass is good and abundant, and the weather 

is mild and pleasant. In the winter months, soldiers 

would suffer considerably on the plains from the cold 

91 

north winds." However, it was Hays* recommendation 

for a wagon road to El Paso which drew the most attention.. 

To locate the best route for this road. General 

William J. Worth, commander of the Eighth Military 

Department, sent reconnaissance parties into the Trans-

Pecos. One of these was led by Lieutenant William H. C. 

Whiting and Lieutenant William F. Smith. The two young 

officers left San Antonio February 12, 1849, with nine 

men and Journeyed by way of Fredericksburg to the head of 

the San Saba River. They then turned west and, after 

three days, struck Live Oak Creek, the first water since 

the San Saba. Following the creek bed, they reached the 

Pecos, " . . . a muddy, swift, and narrow stream, never 

exceeding forty, and in many places probably not more than 

twenty-five feet in width."^ The party left the Pecos 

some forty miles above Live Oak Creek, traveled by 

Escondido and Comanche springs to Wild Rose Pass, and dovm 

9^Ibid., p. 65-
92, 
U.S., Congress, Senate, Report of the Secretary of 

War with Recorjialssances of Routes from San Antonio to El 
Paso, S. Exec. Doc. 64, 31st Cong., 1st sess., 1849, 
p. 5. 
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Llmpla Creek to Painted Comanche Camp in the Davis Moun-

93 
tains.'^ They continued southward to the Rio Grande 

opposite Presidio del Norte and then moved upstream to 

present El Paso, arriving there April 12, 1849. 

Having spent a week exploring the area at the pass. 

Whiting and Smith began their return to San Antonio on 

April 19. They traveled down the Rio Grande for about 

one hundred miles, left the river by a more direct line 

to the Davis Mountains, and then retraced their earlier 

path to the crossing on the Pecos. From this point the 

party moved southward, thus avoiding "the great want of 

water by the San Saba route," and followed the San Pedro 

River (Devil*s River) to a crossing near the Rio 

94 

Grande. Finally, turning almost due east they reached 

San Antonio on May 24. In the report of their explora

tions. Whiting and Smith commented favorably on their 

return route and suggested that it could be made into a 

permanent road with little work. 

Actual survey and construction of the road was 

carried out under the supervision of Lieutenant Colonel 

Joseph E. Johnston, chief topographical engineer for the 

93 
^Some sources credit Whiting with naming the pass 

and the creek. Ralph P. Bieber, ed., Exploring South
western Trails, 1846-1854. Vol. VII of The Southwest Hls-
torloal Series (12 vols.; Glendale, California: The 
Arthur H. Clark Co., 1938), p. 279. 

94 S. Exec. Doc. 64, p. 6. 
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Department of Texas. During the summer of 1849, Johnston 

and an escorted group of workers cleared and marked the 

wagon road generally suggested by the Whiting-Smith party. 

By the fall of 1849 the Military or Lower El Paso road 

had been firmly established. (See Figure 3.) 

To the north a trail to El Paso near the 32° paral

lel was also considered in 1849, and the first investiga

tion for the route was conducted by Robert S. Neighbors. 

His expedition, which along with Whiting*s had been 

approved by General Worth, was best described as multi

purpose. As United States Indian agent for Texas, 

Neighbors felt that his exploration should serve two 

functions: 

In addition to the necessity of acquiring correct 
knowledge of the country, it is important that, the 
Indians through whose hunting grounds the trains 
for El Paso must pass, should be advised of the 
movements and Intentions of our troops.95 

An additional aspect was presented by the other members of 

the expedition, John S. "Rip" Ford, D. C. Sullivan, and 

A. D. Neal. The inclusion of these citizens demonstrated 

interest in the city of Austin for locating an El Paso 

route rivaling the one from San Antonio. 

^^Nelghbors to Medlll, March 18, 1849, Indian Office 
Letters Received, National Archives; photostats. Univer
sity of Texas, Archives, Library, as cited in Kenneth F. 
Neighbours, "The Expedition of Major Robert S. Neighbors 
to El Paso in 1849." Southwestern Historical Quarterly. 
LVIII (July, 1954)., 37. 





53 

Formal preparations having been made at a trading 

house north of Austin, the Neighbors-Ford expedition set 

out on March 23, 1849, guided by the Comanche chief 

Buffalo Hump.^ They proceeded westward to the Colorado 

River where they were delayed briefly. The Comanche 

chief, for reasons of his own, refused to lead them fur

ther. After extended discussions, Neighbors convinced 

the Comanches to allow one of their braves to serve as 

pilot, although " . . . I exhausted every art of persua- . 

sion, and succeeded more by appealing to their cupidity 

than otherwise."^' 

With their new guide. Neighbors, Ford, and company 
98 

finally reached Horsehead Crossing^ on the Pecos on 

April 17. camped there, but moved upstream to the Toyah 

"°C. L. Greenwood, "Opening Routes to El Paso, 1849," 
Southwestern Historical Quarterly. XLVIII (October, 1944), 

^'Kenneth F. Neighbours, "The Report of the Expe
dition of Major Robert S. Neighbors to El Paso in 1849," 
Southwestern Historical Quarterly. LX (April, 1957). 529. 

98 
^ A well-known point on the Comanche Trail, this 

crossing was so named because of the skeletons of horses 
heads found on the river banks. Comanches returning from 
Mexico with stolen horses vrould drive them hard over the 
sixty-mile stretch of trail between the last watering 
place and the Pecos. The loose animals would then plunge 
into the stream and drink until they became sick and died. 
John Salmon Ford, Rip Ford's Texas, ed. by Stephen B. 
Gates (Austin, Texas: University of Texas Press, 1963), 
p. 123. 
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Creek vicinity before crossing the river. They then 

marched up the oreeH, passed near present Balmorhea, 

circled to the north of the Davis Mountains, and reached 

the Rio Grande by the Carrizo and Eagle mountains. 

Because supplies were by this time running low. Neighbors 

and Sullivan were sent ahead to look for a settlement and 

provisions. The two arrived at San Elizario on the 29th 

of April and arranged to have food sent back to their 

party. After the expedition was reunited. Neighbors, • 

Ford, and a few others visited El Paso del Norte, Just 

twenty days after Whiting*s arrival. On the Texas side 

they noted a hotel run by a woman who vras called the Great 

Western. She was "very tall, large, and well made" and 

had a " . . . reputation of being something of the 

roughest fighter on the Rio Grande, and was approached 

99 in a polite, if not humble, manner by all of us . . . ,** 

The Neighbors* party left San Elizario on May 6, 

having decided on a different return route. They traveled 

north to Hueco Tanks and east along the 32° parallel 

through the Comudas and Guadalupe mountains to Delaware 

Creek. Then moving to the west bank of the Pecos, they 

followed the river to the crossing at Horsehead. On their 

travel back to San Antonio, they continually met emigrant 

99ibld., p. 126. 
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trains heading west, and they supplied these pioneers with 

guides and route information. 

Neighbors* report to General William S. Harney on 

June 4 was highly laudatory of the northern return 

route. He described the area as "undulating prairies 

hemmed in by rough, steep, scraggy mountains," and 

noted that the route had adequate year-round water except 

from the heswi of the Concho River to the Pecos. This 

could be remedied by the drilling of artesian wells in 

the valley east of Horsehead. At the crossing "the banks 

are low—bottom firm—current not very swift, and horses, 

102 
in swimming, are borne down but a little distance." 

The road required only a small amount of labor in the 

Guadalupe and Hueco mountains to make it immediately 

serviceable. 

Although work had already been planned for a military 

road along the lower route. Lieutenant Francis T. Bryan 

was sent to scout Neighbors* upper trail. To the many 

emigrants rumbling along this road to El Paso, the 

attempts by the military to establish a route seemed 

painstakingly slow. Indeed, one party of emigrants had 

^^^General Worth had died of cholera on May 7. 1849, 
and had been replaced by General Harney. Neighbours, 
"The Report of the Expedition," p. 527* 

•̂ •̂̂ Greenwood, p. 267. 

^Q^Ibld., p. 265. 
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preceded even the Neighbors and Ford exploration through 

103 
the area. ^ Nevertheless, Bryan reconnoitered the trail 

and arrived at El Paso del Norte in late July of 1849. 

His favorable comments on the route led to the establish

ment of the Emigrant or Upper El Paso road shown in 

Figure 3. 

Added support for this northern route came from the 

expedition of Captain Randolph B. Marcy in the fall of 

1849. Marcy had completed blazing a trail from Fort 

Smith, Arkansas, through the Texas Panhandle to Santa Fe, 

and there connected with a major road to California. In 

seeking a new route back to northern Texas, he led his 

men down the Rio Grande to Dona Ana and turned east 

through San Augustine Pass. Moving south he dipped into 

Texas to camp at Hueco Tanks and then closely followed 

the 32° parallel through the Guadalupe Mountains to a 

camp site at Pine Spring. Resuming his journey, Marcy 

traveled east to the head springs of Delaware Creek, 

turned southward down the west side of the Pecos, and 

forded the river at a point later known as Emigrant*s 

Crossing, probably near the present town of Pecos. From 

there his route led northeast through the sands at 

^̂ 3i.iabelle Eppard Martin, "California Emigrant Roads 
through Texas," Southwestern Historical Quarterly, XXVIII 
(April, 1925). 295T 
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Monahans to Big Spring and then into northeast Texas.^ 

The completion of Marcy»s exploration once again demon

strated the feasibility of the upper road through the 

Trans-Pecos. 

Thus, by traveling either the upper or lower roads, 

emigrants.could eventually connect with a route to the 

California gold fields. But the Journey was long and 

arduous. Through the Trans-Pecos, the trails made fre

quent detours to bypass mountain ranges or to pass by 

watering places. Some of the travelers grew weary and 

lost their gold fever when confronted with the hardships, 

of the road. In their trek through western Texas, the 

disenchanted found a few areas for settlement. 

The upper Rio Grande area had been an important 

stopping place since the time of the Spaniards. Ysleta 

and Socorro had been established in the l680*s and were 

still populated in the mid-nineteenth century. San 

Elizario, founded around a Spanish presidio in 1772, had 

become the largest settlement west of the Pecos by the 

early 1850*s. The three of these areas, added to Texas by 

a shift in the course of the Rio Grande, formed a sizable 

complex made up almost entirely of Hlspanlcs. 

Twenty miles up the Rio Grande from San Elizario, a 

small settlement had begun to grow by the 1850*s. Opposite 

104 S. Exec. Doc. 64, pp. 197-208. 
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El Paso del Norte, this area had first been visited by an 

American in I8O7. In that year Zebulon Pike was captured 

by the Spanish while he was exploring the upper Arkansas 

River and was taken through El Paso del Norte to Chihuahua 

for questioning. Suspicions that Pike had been disturbing 

the uneasy alliance Spain had with the northern Indian 

tribes later proved groundless, however. 

After the Mexican revolution, there was an increase 

in north-south traffic through the area at the pass. 

Under Mexican Jurisdiction, New Mexico was opened to 

American merchants, and the Santa Fe-Taos area soon became 

a major trade center. Trade goods began to be freighted 

south to Chihuahua, giving new exposure to the El Paso 

del Norte area. The largest identifiable group of 

Americans through the area during this period was com

prised of the captives from the Texan-Santa Fe Expedition 

after their unsuccessful attempt in l84l to bring the 

Santa Fe area under Texas jurisdiction. 

During the Mexican War, still other Americans came 

through the pass. Following the capture and occupation 

of New Mexico in August, 1846, Colonel Alexander W. 

Doniphan and his Missouri Mounted Volunteers were ordered 

to march into Mexico. North of El Paso on Christmas Day, 

the company met and defeated a force of Mexicans at the 
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battle of El Brazlto. The Americans then moved south 

to El Paso del Norte, and occupied the town two days 

later. I4any merchants had Joined Doniphan on his march 

and were organized in the Traders* Battalion under E. J. 

107 
Glasgow after the Americans left El Paso. 

Only after the Mexican War did a settlement opposite 

El Paso del Norte develop. The first settler there had 

been a wealthy Mexican, Juan Maria Ponce de Leon, who was 

granted land for a ranch in 1827 by the government of 

Mexico.^ He was Joined in 1848 by James Wiley Magoffin, 

previously a United States consul at Chihuahua and a 

prominent Santa Fe-Chihuahua trader. Magoffin established 

a small villa and a trading post which was appropriately 

named Magoffinsville. By 1849 Franklin Coontz, Hugh 

Stevenson, and William T. Smith had established ranches 

near Magoffinsville. Two mills had also been built, one 

by Ponce de Leon and the other by Simeon Hart, one of 

Doniphan's Missouri Volunteers. In September, 1849, Î ajor 

^^^M. H. Thomlinson, The Garrison of Fort Bliss, 
1849-1916 (El Paso, Texas: Hertzog & Resler, Printers, 
1945). p. 3ci. 

^^^Doniphan found only three Americans In El Paso— 
arrested as spies and in jail. Ovien P. White, Out of the 
Desert (El Paso, Texas: The McHath Company, 1924), p. 42. 

^^"^Ibid.. p. 47. 

•"•̂ Ĉleofas Calleros, El Paso—Then and Now (El Paso, 
Texas: American Printing Company, 1954), p. 21. 
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Jefferson Van Home and six companies of the Third 

Infantry reached the settlement after a three-month march 

eO-ong the newly established military road from San 

Antonio. Leasing some property from Smith, Van Home 

established the Post of El Paso primarily for the protec

tion of emigrants. With this guarantee of safety, the 

location attracted other settlers, and the town of 

Frsmklln was founded. ^ 

The only other American settlement between the 

Franklin-San Elizario area and the Pecos River prior to 

1854 was situated opposite Presidio del Norte. The 

routing of trade through this point in I839 had created 

the opportunity for a settlement on the Texas side of the 

Rio Grande. After the Mexican V/ar, John V7. Spencer, 

Ben Leaton, and John D. Burgess, with permission from the 

Chihuahuan government, set up a trading business at 

Presidio del Norte and then later moved across the river 

to the Texas side. Spencer built a ranch and attempted 

to raise horses; Burgess became the chief freighter for 

the small settlement; and Leaton, ensconced in a forty-

^The town was named in 1852 for Franklin Coontz 
reputed to be the first postmaster. Rex Strickland con
tends that Jarvls Hubbell, Coontz' employee, was the 
first postmaster and distributed mall from Coontz' store. 
W. W. Mills, Forty Years at El Paso. 1858-1898 (El Paso, 
Texas: By the Author, 1901; reprinted. El Paso, Texas: 
Carl Hertzog, 1962), p. 8(n). 

^^^Casey, p. 11. 
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room adobe fort, traded with the Indians—weapons for 

stolen goods. Because of the location of Fort Leaton 

near the Indian trails into Mexico and its potential as a 

base for operations against the raiders. Whiting in 1849 

felt that it was " . . . one of the most Important places 
112 

on the Rio Grande." It later became the unofficial 

headquarters for army scouting troops and expeditions 

along the river. 

Because these settlements were far removed from the 

population and governmental centers of the state, there 

was a need for some means of communication. In 1850 

Captain Henry Sklllman, who served with the Traders* 

Battalion during the Mexican War, was issued a contract 

for a mail route between San Antonio and Franklin. For 

$3,000 a year he was to provide monthly pack mule service 

113 
through the Trans-Pecos. ^ He was aided in his task by 

William A. A. (Big Foot) Wallace, the well-known frontier 

figure and Indian fighter. But the malls were slow, 

undependable, and despite Wallace's prowess, were plagued 

by Indians. Regular contact with western Texas would 

await the coming of the Federal mall service. 

•̂ -'••̂ Ibld., p. 12. 
112 

Bieber, p. 288. 

•̂ •̂ M̂rs. 0. L. Shipman, Taming the Bip; Bend (Marfa, 
Texas: By the Author, 1926), p. 7* 
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Burgeoning Federal interest in the Trans-Pecos was 

given a boost in I85.O-I851 by two fractious boundary dis

putes. One concerned the United States-Mexican dividing 

line provided for in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. In 

that agreement the boundary was to be formally marked by 

commissioners from both countries, and work had begun 

eastw€u:xi from the Pacific Coast in 1849. By early I850 a 

shortage of money, a surplus of Indians, and frequent 

changes in U.S. personnel resulted in the cessation of 

work in the west and an agreement to start again from El 

Paso. 

John Russell Bartlett was the unfortunate choice as 

the new United States Boundary Commissioner. "Unaccus

tomed to government service. Ignorant of conditions in 

the Southwest, and incapable of doing the task to which 

114 he had been appointed," Bartlett nevertheless 

approached his assignment with enthusiasm. He organized 

workers and supplies in San Antonio and set out for El 

Paso in October of I850, traveling the upper road. 

By the time he had entered the Trans-Pecos area, 

Bartlett's excitement was on the wane. 

The constant fear of being overtaken by a storm, 
the brackish water, and that always difficult to 

^^^Faulk, p. 150. 
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obtain, the miserable grass, and the deficiency 
of wood helped to render this portion of our 
Journey most disagreeable.115 

But still he was not blind to the beauties of the region. 

In camp east of the Guadalupe Mountains, he described the 

effects of the dawn: 

The projecting cliffs of white and orange stood 
out in bold relief against the azure sky, while the 
crevices and gorges, filled with snow, showed.their 
Inequalities with a wonderful distinctness. H ^ 

Slowed by a shortage of supplies, Bartlett finally 

arrived opposite El Paso del Norte in mid-November and set 

up Commission headquarters at Magoffinsville. With the 

arrival, of the Mexican Commissioner General Garcl'a Conde 

in December, discussions were begun. Confusion over the 

starting point for the survey led to a compromise and a 

repudiation, to a threat of war and a $10,000,000 settle

ment (the Gadsden Purchase), and finally to Bartlett's 

dismissal. During his tenure, a few idle and restless 

members were added to the population around El Paso; the 

only real work accomplished was the marking of the Rio 

^John Russell Bartlett, Personal Narrative of 
Explorations and Incidents In Texas, New Mexico, Cali
fornia. Sonora, and Chihuahua . . . (2 vols.; New York 
D. Appleton & Company, 1854; reprinted, Chicago: The 
Rio Grande Press, Inc., I965), I, IO8-IO9. 

•̂•̂  Ibid. , p. 119. 
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Grande to the coast, and that was done under the direction 

of Major William H. Emory, the chief astronomer for the 

U.S. Commission. 

With survey crews headed by Lieutenant N. H. 

Michler, M. T. W. Chandler, and Maurice Von Hippel, Emory 

began to chart the river boundary in November of 1852. 

During the survey, the men explored a region of the Trans-

Pecos which had been frequently mapped but seldom 

traversed by civilized man. By pack train and, where 

necessary, by boat the surveyors tolled their way through 

a land. " . . . vThlch for ruggedness and wlldness of 

scenery is perhaps unparalleled." ^ At times they were 

forced to detour as much as thirty miles to advance the 

work a few hundred feet. But despite the demanding 

physical hardships of the survey work, the leaders were 

careful to note the land through which they traveled, and 

their detailed reports Included some of the earliest 

geological and biological information of the mountainous 
118 

Big Bend of the Rio Grande. 

11'U.S., Congress, House, Report on the United States 
and Mexican Boundary Survey made under the Direction of 
the Interior, H. Exec. Doc. 135. 34th Conp;. , 1st sess., 
1857. p. 80. 

118 
One of the landmarks used along the survey was a 

mountain in the Chlsos range which was subsequently named 
Emory Peak. 
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The difficulty in marking the river course through 

the rugged terrain was heightened by Commissioner 

Bartlett*s negligence. Emory reported at El Paso that 

"the men became almost Insubordinate from the long 

absence of the commissioner from the work, and his unpar-

119 
donable neglect to fiumish money for their payment." 

At Presidio del Norte a riot broke out among the men 

because of long-deferred promises to pay, and shortly 

afterwards "a whole party rebelled and refused to proceed 

120 
further." The situation was alleviated when Emory 

received authorization from the Interior Department to 

acquire temporary funds and then prevailed upon a 

passing merchant for $5,000 in specie. By October, 1852, 

the survey had reached Fort Duncan (Eagle Pass) but was 

still plagued by a shortage of funds. Emory sustained 

the work " . . . by a system of credits, promises and 

121 

threats wholly unknown to our government." In mid-

December, 1853, the project was finally completed, and 

thus the Rio Grande—over one-half of the international 

boundary—was formally delineated. 

If this boundary settlement only marginally affected 

the Trans-Pecos, the dispute over the dividing line 

^^%. Exec. Doc. 135. p. 12. 

^^^Ibld., p. 12. 

^^^Ibid., p. 13. 
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between New Mexico and Texas was all important to the 

region. The disagreement had its origins during the 

period of the Republic when the Congress of Texas, in an 

aot of December 19, I836, laid official claim to a 

western border of the Rio Grande north to the 42° parallel 

to meet the eastern boundary line already established by 

the Adams-Onls Treaty of 1819.^^^ During the adminis

tration of President Mlrabeau B. Lamar, an attempt was 

made to establish this claim by extending the Republic's 

Jurisdiction to Santa Fe but was negated by the capture 

of the Texan-Santa Fe expedition in I84l. 

Complications set in with the coming of the Mexican 

War in which the United States acted to defend the Texas 

boundary claim on the lower Rio Grande. The military 

victory caused Texans to assume that their claims to the 

upper Rio Grande were also valid. But the occupation of 

New Mexico by Colonel Stephen W. Kearny during the war 

carried with it rule by military law and a threat to Texan 

interests in that area. Consequently, in June of 1847 

Governor James P. Henderson filed a protest with U.S. 

•^^^illiam Campbell Blnkley, The Expansionist Move
ment in Texas, 1836-1850 (Berkeley, California: 
University of California Press, 1^25), p. 27. 
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Secretary of State James Buchanan but was assured that 

the military government would not prejudice Texas' claim 

at the end of the war. ^ 

After the war, however, the question was further 

confused by vacillations of the official Federal stance on 

the matter, by increasing New Mexican desires for state

hood, and by Texas' stubborn insistence on her territorial 

rights. In an attempt to support the state's position, 

the Texas legislature created massive Santa Fe County in 

1848 (see Figure 4), but determined opposition in Santa Fe 

made orgsuiizatlon by Texas Commissioner Spruce M. Baird 

impossible. In December, 1849. the legislature made 

another effort by reducing the area of Santa Fe County 

and creating the new counties of Worth, El Paso, and 

Presidio, as indicated in Figure 4. On January 4, 1850, 

Governor Peter H. Bell was authorized to appoint a 

commissioner to organize these counties. 

The man selected for the task was the very capable 

Indian agent and recent trail-blazer, Robert S. 

Neighbors. Firm in his assignment and familiar with the 

territory. Neighbors quickly made his way to El Paso by 

mid-February. He vj-as met with encouragement of the people 

•̂ Seymour V. Connor, Adventure in Glory, I836-I839 
of The Sap:a of Texas, ed. by Seymour V. Connor (6 vols. ; 
Austin, Texas: Steck-Vaughn Company, I965). P. 247. 
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and within a month El Paso County was organized with the 

county seat at San Elizario. Organization of Presidio 

County was not feasible at the time due to the Indian 

troubles and the small number of settlers in that area, 

but Port Leaton was designated as the temporary seat of 

124 
Justice. Neighbors encountered quite a different mood 

when he moved into the proposed Santa Fe County. Because 

of the almost hostile attitude of the people toward his 

mission, he abandoned his attempts at organization and 

returned to Austin to make his report to Governor Bell. 

In the late summer of I85O, the situation was 

approaching the breaking point as 750 additional U.S. 

troops were sent to Santa Fe, and there were hints that 

the Texans were organizing their oi-m armed force to sup-
125 

port their claims. But debate in the United States 

Congress had finally compromised the sectional issue of 

slavery, and the congressmen approved Henry Clay's Omnibus 

Bill. Known as the Compromise of I850, this bill dealt 

with the organization of the western territories, but more 

importantly for Texas, it established the present western 

The unorganized county of Presidio vras attached to 
El Paso County in 1852. Robert J. Casey, The Texas Border 
and Some Borderllners (Indianapolis, Indiana: The Bobbs-
Merrlll Co., Inc., 1950), p. 15. 

•̂ •̂ B̂lnkley, pp. 189-193-
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boundary and paid the state $10,000,000 for her forfeited 

territory, enough money to retire her debt for that 

amount. 

The fact that El Paso County had been successfully 

organized played an important part in the final deter-
126 

mlnation of the boundary. Without this firm 

Jurisdictional claim by Texas, the vast territory west of 

the Pecos River could have conceivably become part of New 

Mexico. Thus, through the work of Robert S. Neighbors 

the Trans-Pecos became part of Texas, and the development 

of the region becajne part of the heritage of the state. 

•̂ ^ Clay stated in his compromise bill that the bound
ary began at a point on the Rio Grande above El Paso 
because of the " . . . desire of Texas to bring within her 
limits some settlements above El Paso, and also a desire 
on their part to be attached to the State." W. J. 
Splllman, "Adjustment of the Texas Boundary in I850," 
Quarterly of the Texas State Historical Association, VII 
(January, 1904), 186. '. ~*~~''" 



CHAPTER IV 

PROTECTION, COMMUNICATION, AND WAR 

Development in the Trans-Pecos was slow and not 

uncontested. Indians, primarily the Apaches, had long 

been masters of this land, and they proved to be a con

stant hindrance to the American progress into western 

Texas. Settlements and mail routes, emigrant trains and 

freighters were continually under the threat of Indiarv 

attack. To insure future growth in the region, the estab

lishment of a protective system was a necessity. The .. 

United States was also obligated by Article Eleven of the 

Guadalupe-Hidalgo Treaty to prevent Indian raiders from 

crossing into the northern Mexican states. Thus, it was 

logical that the military would lead the way into the 

Trans-Pecos. 

While searching for a route to El Paso in 1849, 

Lieutenant Whiting had investigated the need for military 

protection west of the Pecos. In his report to his supe

riors, he suggested the establishment of a small number of 

forts garrisoned with well-equipped and highly mobile 

forces. Breaking with the established frontier tradition, 

V/hltlng reported that "the posts should be where the 

71 
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Indians live, instead of where the citizens live 

127 

. . • ." ^ In this manner the stage and emigrant routes 

could best be protected. He was emphatic in recommending 

that mounted troops would be the only satisfactory type of 

units for these posts. 

The first military station in the Trans-Pecos was the 

Post of El Paso established in September, 1849, by Major 

Jefferson Van Home on Smith's ranch. But the great cost 

in supplying the post resulted in its abandonment in 1851t 

and the troops were moved to Fort Fillmore, forty miles 

north of El Paso. In 1854 the post was re-established, 

this time at Magoffinsville, and named Fort Bliss. The 

fort defensively straddled the well-traveled road into 

Franklin; the buildings were on one side and the adobe-

enclosed parade ground on the other. But contrary to 

Whiting recommendation of mounted troops. Fort Bliss was 

garrisoned by four Infantry companies. 

Although primarily for the protection of emigrants, 

the soldiers at Fort Bliss did see action against the 

Indians. During the command of Lieutenant Colonel 

^^•^8. Exec. Doc. 64, p. 250. 

•'-̂ T̂homllnson, p. 5. Each 100 pounds of supplies 
freighted to the post cost the government approximately 
S22 ]n 1851. Arrle Barrett, "Transportation, Supplies, 
and Quarters for the West Texas Frontier Under the 
Federal Military System," West Texas Historical Association 
Yearbook, V (June, 1929). W-
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J. B. Magruder in 1855. a brief campaign was waged against 

the Mescaleros around El Paso. Perhaps because of the 

difficulties encountered in opposing the mobile Apaches 

with Infantry, a company of mounted rifles was added to 

the post in 1857.^^^ 

With the protection provided by Fort Bliss and with 

the post's ever present need for supplies, the settlement 

at Franklin continued to grow. In I858 the townslte was 

surveyed by Anson Mills, and the name was changed to El 

Paso. 

A second post was established in October, 1854, when 

Lieutenant Colonel Washington Seawell and eight companies 

of the Eighth Infantry fought their way against Apaches 

130 

into a box canyon west of Llmpla Canyon. -^ In this man

ner. Fort Davis was initiated at birth with the problems 

it would face during its existence. Located in 

" . . . the most healthful surroundings to be found on the 

131 entire frontier," the fort was not the most comfortable 

^29<phomllnson, pp. 7-11. The chief officers during 
the campaign were Major Longstreet and Captains Carleton 
and Ewell, who along with Magruder were later prominent in 
the Civil War. 

•̂ ^̂ Frank M. Temple, "Federal Military Defense of the 
Trans-Pecos Region, I85O-I88O," West Texas Historical 
Association Yearbook, XXX (October, 1954), 47. 

^31james Harwood Lundy, "The History of Jeff Davis 
County" (unpublished M.A. thesis, Sul Ross State College, 
1941), p. 61. 



as far as accommodations were concerned. The soldiers at 

first lived in tents, and hastily constructed frame houses, 

and there was always the danger of sniping attacks by 

Indians from the surrounding cliffs. Aware of the pre

carious location of the fort, Seawell delayed the building 

of permanent quarters pending a move out of the canyon, 

but during his absence in 1855. six stone barracks were ; 

constructed by the officer left in command. "̂  In the 

report of Colonel Joseph K. Mansfield after an Inspection 

of the posts in the Department of Texas, Fort Davis was 

oriticized for its poor location. Nevertheless, it was 

133 not relocated during this period. 

As in all the posts so isolated from civilization. 

Port Davis was hampered by the problems of communication, 

and supply. For the first three years of its existence, 

the fort was served only periodically by the rather infor

mal mail routes from San Antonio. With the coming of the 

transcontinental lines, the situation was greatly 

improved. The problem of supplies was also alleviated to 

•̂ --̂ B̂arry Scobee, Old Fort Davis (San Antonio, Texas: 
The Naylor Co., 1947). P- 15* 

^^^One bright spot in the early history of Fort Davis 
was the brief presence of Assistant Surgeon Albert J. 
Myer. At the post Myer continued his experiments with 
various means of transmitting messages for use in battle 
and on patrol. His work later led to the founding of the 
United States Army Signal Corps. Ibid., pp. 27-31. 
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some degree by government contracts—chiefly for beef— 

Issued to private individuals near the post. 

Among these settlers were E. P. Webster and Diedrick 

Dutchover, one the local stage stand tender, the other a 

stage guard. In addition to their official duties, both 

herded small numbers of sheep and cattle. In a canyon. 

Just southeast of the fort, Manuel Musquiz established a 

small cattle ranch and offered a ready supply of beef. 

And some sixty miles to the south, Milton Paver built a . 

small empire complete with cattle herds, peach orchards, 

and a private system of forts for added protection. Paver 

often shared his hospitality and his peach brandy with the 

men at Port Davis. 

Two other posts were established on the lower El Paso 

road during this time. In I858 Fort Quitman was located 

on the Rio Grande southwest of present Sierra Blanca and 

garrisoned by three companies of infantry. Built of 

adobe, the fort was unworthy of the name. "The buildings, 

from the commanding officer's quarters to the smallest 

134 
corral, were nothing but patch-work." By i860 the 

contingent at the fort was reduced to two officers and 

thirty-two men, but it continued to provide protection and 

•*--̂ Ĵoseph H. Toulouse and James R. Toulouse, Pioneer 
Posts of Texas (San Antonio, Texas: The Naylor Co., 
1936), p. 132. 
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a stopping place for travelers and mail coaches on the 

way to El Paso. 

The other post. Camp Stockton, was located in 1859 at 

Comanche Springs, the well-known watering place on the 

trails west. This fort, built of adobe, was a key link 

between Port Davis and the lands east of the Pecos, and in 

i860 it was designated Port Stockton. ̂-̂ ^ But like the 

other stations. Port Stockton was manned by infantry, and 

thus, its role as a protector of settlements and mail 

routes was severely restricted. 

Apache raids continued during the period prior to the 

Civil War, but the Comanches had begun to recede. Raids 

along the Comanche Trail into Mexico, a problem for so 

long, showed a marked decline in 1857 and three years 
136 

later were comparatively infrequent. The establishment 

of forts in the Trans-Pecos may have played a part in 

affecting this change. It would have been a relatively 

simple matter to block the watering places along the war 

trail and make the journey between Comanche home and haunt 

extremely inconvenient. For whatever reason, the Comanches 

began to turn on the north Texas frontier, an area which 

•̂ ^̂ Allce Virginia Cain, "A History of Brewster 
County, 1535-1934" (unpublished M.A. thesis, Sul Ross 
State Teachers College, 1935). P* 187-

-^Rupert Nerval Richardson, The Comanche Barrier to 
South Plains Settlement (Glendale, California: The Arthur 
H. Clark Company, 1933). p. 204. 
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had been relatively free from Comanche raids until 1855, 

and the Trans-Pecos was left to the Apaches. 

During this era of comparative safety afforded by the 

military, the routes for transcontinental communication 

were laid out through the Trans-Pecos. In June of 1857 

James E. Birch was issued a four-year Federal contract 

for semi-monthly mall service between San Antonio and San 

Diego. Capitalizing on previous routes from San Antonio, 

Birch selected the lower El Paso road for his line. 

Crossing the Pecos above present Sheffield, the stages 

would roll by Comanche Springs, Fort Davis, Van Horn Wells 

and Eagle Springs to the Rio Grande, up the valley to El 

Paso, and then west to San Diego. The experienced talents 

of Henry Sklllman, Bigfoot Wallace, and others were also 

employed, and they aided in the rapid organization of the 

line. 

Stations providing fresh teams for the stages and 

brief respites for passengers were built at twenty-five to 

thirty mile Intervals along the route. The coaches, 

eventually the Concord variety, were pulled by six wild 

mules, harnessed while blindfolded and allowed to run 

137 until exhausted. The use of mules to pack the mall— 

^^'Emmie Glddlngs W. Mahon and Chester V. Kielman, 
"George H. Glddlngs and the San Antonio-San Diego Mall 
Line," Southwestern Historical Quarterly. LXI (October, 
1957). 230. 
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and passengers—over far western mountains earned for 

Birch's line the uncomplimentary name Jackass Mall. 

The Job was not an easy one. Indians were always a 

problem, especially between San Antonio and El Paso, the 

most dangerous section on the line. Over the entire 

length of the route there were the continuous difficulties 

of water shortages, sudden downpours, and occasional dust 

and snow storms. This, combined with the rather local 

nature of the terminal points, caused one wag to comment 

that the line ran "from noplace, through nothing, to 

nowhere." 

Unfortunately, Birch died in a shipwreck off the 

South Carolina coast in September, 1857. and was not able 

to witness the first completed run over his line. He was 

succeeded in his Job by George H. Glddlngs, formerly agent 

for the eastern division of the route, who was granted 

Birch's unexpired contract in March, I858. ^ Seven 

months later the newly named Glddlngs Line was relieved 

of its route west from El Paso, but it continued to 

operate through the Trans-Pecos in spite of natural hin

drances and man-made hazards until the beginning of the 

Civil War. 

In the spring of 1857 the United States Congress 

passed legislation authorizing the creation of an overland 

3̂8ii3iji., p. 233. 
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mail line to California. Sponsored by the chairman of the 

Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, Texas Senator 

Thomas J. Rusk, the bill called for a six-year contract 

for regular mall service from a point on the Mississippi 

River to San Francisco. The actual route and eastern 

terminus were not specified. Ivhen bids were opened in 

July, the contract was awarded to John Butterfleld, one of 

the founders of the American Express Company and a noted 

leader In the field of transportation. 

Immediate problems were encountered in negotiations 

for a route. Four alternatives were presented: a 

northern route through present Wyoming and Utah; a middle, 

through Fort Smith and Albuquerque; a southern, through 

Fort Smith, the Texas plains, and the upper Trans-Pecos 

area; and an extremely southern, from Indlanola through 

El Paso via Birch's line. Although the best year-round 

weather conditions Tiere considered in route selection, 

sectionalism vras also an important factor. Postmaster 

General Aaron V. Brovm from Tennessee obviously supported 

a road favoring the southern states. In any case the 

southern (upper Trans-Pecos) route was chosen originating 

from St. Louis and Memphis. 

On September l6, 1857. Butterfleld accepted BroTTris 

decision and signed the contract to provide semi-weekly 

mail service for an annual subsidy of •;?600,000—the 
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largest suoh contract ever Issued.^^^ Organizing the 

Overland Mail Company with a capital stock of two million 

dollars, Butterfleld set to work in preparation for the 

first run scheduled the following September. After pre

liminary surveys were made, work crews were sent out from 

east and west improving existing roads where feasible,^ 

constructing new ones where necessary. Stations were 

located at intervals averaging twenty miles, and over 

1,800 horses and mules were distributed among them. A 

regular schedule was devised for forage and supply trains. 

Coaches, icail wagons, and specially constructed tank 

wagons were ordered. The route Itself was split into 

eastern and western divisions, with El Paso as the halfway 

point, and superintendents within the divisions were hired 

from among the foremost stagemen of the day. All con

tractors completed their tasks within the year, and the 

2,700 mile route, costing an initial one million dollars, 

V7as ready for service. 

On September I6, 1858, the Butterfleld Overland Mail 

left St. Louis on its first run. The stage rumbled 

through northern Arkansas, eastern Oklahoma, and across 

the Texas plains to Horsehead Crossing. It then turned up 

-̂ R̂oscoe P. Conkling and Margaret B. Conkllng, The 
Butterfleld Overland Mall (3 vols.; Glendale, California: 
The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1948), I, ll4. 
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the Peoos and crossed Just below the Texas-New Mexico 

line. Rolling westward along the upper road, it rounded 

the Guadalupe Mountains out of the Pine Spring Station 

and passed the east-bound stage (which had left San 

Francisco on September l4) before reaching El Paso. Prom 

there it Jogged north to Port Fillmore and then west over 

the earlier Birch-Glddings line to California, arriving 

in Just over twenty-three days from the time of 

l40 
departure. The feat that earlier critics had said 

could not be done, was. 

The Trans-Pecos segment was altered in August, 1859. 

to alleviate insufficient supplies of water and to service 

the forts in the region. The change took the Overland 

Mail across the Pecos at Horsehead to Camp Stockton, and 

it then shared the route of and competed with the Glddlngs 

l4l 
mails. The blast of the stage conductor's bugle sig
naling the regular arrival of the red or dark bottle-green 

^^^The fastest journey of the Butterfleld Mall was 
recorded by a special express for President Buchanan's 
message in December, 1858. The trip was made In 19 1/2 
days, but the message was left behind in St. Louis. 
Rupert N. Richardson, "The Southern Overland Mall, Con
veyor of News, 1857-1861," West Texas Historical Associa-
tion Yearbook. XXXIV (October, 1958), 30. 

-'-̂ •̂ Perhaps indicative of the competition, the 
Overland Mall Company built a §40,000 hotel in El Paso— 
twice the value of the San Antonio and San Diego Company 
hotel. Ward Bros., El Paso, Texas, and Paso del Norte, 
Mexico (Columbus, Ohlô l Ward Bros. , I887T. P* 3* 
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coaches of the Butterfleld Mall soon became a familiar 

sound to settlers and soldiers along the lower road. This 

route was a well-traveled highway by the time the Civil 

War disrupted all mail service through Texas, and it 

would later be a factor in determining a path for the 

railroeuls through the Trans-Pecos. 

This interest in transportation and communication 

prompted two experiments by the military which held great 

potential for the lands west of the Pecos. In early 1855 

Captain John Pope of the Topographical Engineers was sent 

to western Texas with instructions to test " . . . the 

practicability of procuring water by artesian wells on the 

l42 arid plains . . . ." The first site chosen was located 

on the 32^ parallel Just east of the Delaware Creek-Pecos 

River Junction. Water was struck at a depth of 36O feet, 

but great difficulties were encountered in raising it 

because of varying Internal pressures in the well and the 

frequent collapse of the surface opening. A second well 

was drilled at Independence Springs east of the Guadalupe 

Mountains in present Culberson County. The most Important 

result there was the discovery of the probable existence 
l43 

of coal at the foot of the mountains. 

•^^^U.S., Congress, Senate, Report of the Secretary of 
War, S. Exec. Doc. 1, 34th Cong., 1st sess., 1855, p. 96. 

^^3ibid., p. 97. 
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With these rather inconclusive experiments. Pope felt 

that the construction of wells was feasible. Other 

attempts following Pope's recommendations were not 

successful, however, and the prospect of new water sup

plies in the Trans-Pecos soon evaporated. Pope's Crossing 

on the Peoos, located on the Texas and New Mexico line 

and used for a time by the Butterfleld Mail, was the one 

lasting contribution of the project. 

Another theory, more bold in scope and thus subject 

to more criticism, was also tested in the Trans-Pecos. 

The idea of using camels for military transportation 

originated with Major George H. Grossman in I836, but it . 

was first implemented by Jefferson Davis during his tenure 

as Secretary of War. Davis suggested that camels, accus

tomed to desert life, might easily be used to transport 

supplies through the arid and semi-arid stretches of the 

Southwest. He was supported in his supposition by 

George P. Marsh, Major Henry C. Wayne, and Lieutenant 
l44 Edward P. Beale, and in 1855 Congress appropriated 

$30,000 for Operation Camel. 

Purchased in Northern Africa by Major Wayne, two 

shipments, totaling seventy-four camels, arrived at 

Indlanola in I856 and early I857. They were herded to 

•̂ ^̂ Thomas L. Connelly, "The American Camel Experi
ment: A Reappraisal," Southwestern Historical Quarterly. 
LXIX (April, 1966), 446. 
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Camp Verde, sixty miles northwest of San Antonio, where 

they were aoolimated and tested. The first road trial 

was led by Lieutenant Beale in 1857. With twenty-five 

camels accompanying his survey expedition, Beale followed 

the lower road through the Trans-Pecos to El Paso and 

then traveled on to the West Coast. He was extremely 

pleased with the performance of the camels and encoun

tered difficulty only in packing their loads correctly.^^ 

Despite the fact that Jefferson Davis and Major Wayne 

were removed from the project in 1857, the experiment con

tinued, although with less enthusiasm. During 1859 and 

i860. Lieutenant Edward L. Hartz and Lieutenant William H. 

Echols made several trips into the Trans-Pecos with the 

camels, and only in the extremely rugged Santiago 

Mountains south of present Marathon did Echols find fault 

with them: " . . . the camels have several sore feet; 

their soles have actually been abralded off to the quick 

146 
by the sharp cragged rocks . . . ." Because the animals 

could not be shod, the only recourse was to tie rawhide 

stockings to each foot. 

^^U.S., Congress, House, Letter from the Secretary 
of War Transmitting^ the Report of the Superintendent of 
the Waggon Road from Fort Defiance to the Colorado River, 
H. Exec. Doc. 124, 35th Cong., 1st sess., 1858, p. 44. 

146 
U.S., Congress, Senate, Report of the Secretary 

of V/ar, S. Exec. Doc. 1, 36th Cong. , 2nd sess. , 1860, 
p. 49. 
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In all tests—the amount of weight carried, the 

ability to go without water, etc.—the camels proved 

vastly superior to horses and mules, and yet the experi

ment failed. The difficulties with the feet may have been 

one cause for failure, although from the reports of Beale 

and Hartz the camels had no such problems on vrell-traveled 

roads. But there were other complaints. The animals were 

difficult to pack, had irritable dispositions, and often 

frightened horses and mules. The project itself was 

expensive and too sectionally oriented to arouse general 

support. Attacked from all angles, "the experiment could 

find many curious onlookers but few real friends." ' 

With the coming of the Civil War, the project ended. The 

camels were turned loose, sold to private individuals, or 

unsuccessfully used in the mining camps from Colorado to 

148 British Columbia. If nothing else. Operation Camel 

had been ill-timed. 

The senseless and devastating fraternal struggle that 

was the Civil V/ar temporarily reversed development in the 

Trans-Pecos. The few settlements in the region were 

almost entirely dependent upon the presence of the mili

tary for their existence. The outbreak of the war held 

dark forebodings. In February, l86l. General David E. 

•̂ '̂̂ Connelly, p. 462. 

^^^Ibld., p. 457. 
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Twiggs surrendered all Texas military installations to the 

Confederates, and for a time the rebels attempted to 

garrison the posts west of the Pecos. 

A portion of the Second Regiment Texas Mounted 

Rifles, created by the Texas secession convention, was 

detailed the task of securing the western section of the 

state. Under the command of Lieutenant Colonel John R. 

Baylor, four companies of the regiment moved toward El 

Paso in the late spring of l86l. At Fort Davis, Baylor 

received the surrender of the post, placed Lieutenant 

Ruben E. Mays in command, and then continued westward, 

arriving at Fort Bliss the first week in July. Within 

the month, the Texans had defeated the Federal troops at 

Port Fillmore, and on August 1 Baylor claimed possession 

l49 
of the "Territory of Arizona" for the Confederacy. 

The supremacy of the Confederates in the Trans-Pecos 

was quickly contested, not by Union forces but by Apaches. 

While Baylor was achieving his successes out of El Paso, 

Chief Nicolas and his Mescalero warriors were conducting 

a series of raids in "secure" western Texas. On August 4 

they attacked the Manuel Musquiz ranch southeast of Fort 

Davis, killed three of the family, and stole the livestock. 

^^Faulk, p. 190. The "Territory" was bounded on the 
north by the 34" parallel, on the east and south by the 
Texas state line, and on the west by the Colorado River. 
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Lieutenant Mays gathered a detachment of twelve men and 

set out in pursuit. In a canyon, possibly south of 

present Alpine, the Apaohes ambushed the patrol, and only 

a Mexican guide escaped with his life.^^^ Because of 

increasing hostilities. Port Davis was later placed in the 

care of Diedrick Dutchover, and the Confederates left for 

El Paso. Now without any protection, the settlements in 

the vicinity were deserted; eventually Dutchover, too, 

left his post, and the Apaches were in control of the 

region. 

But the Americans were engaged in their own inter

necine struggles and had little time for Indians. 

Encouraged by Baylor's success at El Paso, the Confederate 

high command ordered General Henry H. Sibley to organize a 

new brigade to capture the rest of New Mexico. Sibley 

arrived in San Antonio in mid-August and began looking for 

volunteers and supplies. He was somewhat hampered in his 

search. Many Texans preferred the glory of battle in the 

east rather than in remote New Mexico, and supplies for a 

western campaign were limited because of the expected 

Union attack on the Gulf. In the face of these diffi

culties, Sibley completed his preparations by early October 

^^^Scobee, pp. 44-46. 

•'•̂ "̂ Martin Hardwlck Hall, "The Formation of Sibley's 
Brigade and the March to New Mexico," Southwestern Histori' 
cal Quarterly, LXI (January, 1958), 389-
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having organized three regiments of Texas Cavalry under 

Colonels James Riley, Tom Green, and William Steele. 

Sibley's Army of New Mexico left San Antonio in early 

November and marched through the Trans-Pecos along the 

lower road to Port Bliss. Joined there by Baylor's men, 

Sibley soon launched his attack into New Mexico^ and his 

momentum carried him to Santa Fe. But the superior 

fighting edge of the Confederates was more than dulled by 

their precarious supply lines and the sheer numerical 

advantage of the growing Union forces. After a defeat at 

the hands of Colonel Edward Canby, Sibley and his army 

retreated through the arid and Indian-infested lands of 

New Mexico to El Paso and then on to San Antonio by July, 

1862. 

Colonel James H. Carleton and his California 

Volunteers moved into the recently deserted El Paso area 

and occupied both Fort Bliss and Fort Quitman for the 

remainder of the war. The Confederate sympathizers moved 

across the Rio Grande to El Paso del Norte and established 
152 

a rather Informal colony there. They were linked to 

the rest of the state by the tenuous mall line run by 

Captain Henry Sklllman, and when he was killed while in 

camp near Presidio in April, 1864, the isolation of Con

federate El Paso and the Trans-Pecos was complete. 

^^^Shipman, p. 36. 
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In 1865 the Civil War ended and the Union troops 

were withdrawn from .their posts in westernmost Texas 

leaving that region with no protection whatsoever. Mean

while, freighting and mall service had been resumed 

through the Trans-Pecos--to the delight of the Indians. 

In 1866 a wagon train of freight bound for El Paso was 

waylaid in Wild Rose Pass north of deserted Fort Davis, 

153 

and the ô -mer, John Edgar, lost half of his cargo. In 

another Instance the Apaches attacked an east-bound stage 

west of Fort Stockton. Several of the men were killed 

and the survivors had to walk to the protective walls of 
154 

the abandoned post. Clearly, it would be necessary for 
the military once again to open the Trans-Pecos for 

settlement. 

^^^Ibid., p. 37 

-^^^Clayton W. Williams, Sr. , Fort Stockton's First 
100 Years (Fort Stockton, Texas: Fort Stockton 
Centennial, 1959). 



CHAPTER V 

RECOVERY AFTER WAR 

The task of reoccupying the Trans-Pecos forts fell 

initially to Colonel Edward Hatch and his newly-organized 

Ninth Cavalry. This regiment, along with Colonel 

Benjamin H. Grlerson's Tenth Cavalry, was created in 1866 

and was composed of Negro enlisted men and white officers. 

During their early contacts with plains warriors, the 

Negro troopers earned the sobriquet "buffalo soldiers," 

probably because the Indians saw a similarity between the 

hair of the soldier and that of the buffalo.^^ These 

men and their counterparts in the Twenty-fourth and 

Twenty-fifth Infantry served admirably on the American 

frontier and were a decisive factor in the taming of the 

Trans-Pecos. 

In short order the physical symbols of military con

trol were reinstated west of the Pecos. During the summer 

of 1867, Colonel Hatch and four companies of the Ninth 

^^^The buffalo was sacred to the Plains Indians, and 
it is unlikely that they would use that name for an enemy 
out of disrespect. This was perhaps realized by the Negro 
soldiers, for the buffalo was the most prominent feature 
on the regimental crest of the Tenth Cavalry. William H. 
Leckle, The Buffalo Soldiers (Norman, Oklahoma: Univer
sity of Oklahoma Press, 1967). P- 26. 

90 
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Cavalry established regimental headquarters at Port 

Stockton and constructed permanent buildings of adobe and 

native limestone. Farther west Lieutenant Colonel Wesley 

Merrltt led his troopers of the Ninth to a new site for 

Port Davis near the mouth of Llmpla Canyon. There plans 

were completed and work begun on the new post buildings. 

By the spring of 1868, Port Quitman had also been remanned 

despite its rather unsuitable location near the Rio 

Grande. 

At El Paso Port Bliss had been re-established almost 

as a separate entity. On the Magoffinsville site, two 

companies of Fifth Infantry under Captain David H. 

Brotherton succeeded in rebuilding the post by early 

1866.^ Two years later flood waters of the Rio Grande 

washed away the corral and several buildings necessitating 

a move to a new location. Property leased from part of 

the Stephenson ranch provided the site for the post named 

Camp Concordia. In 1869 the buffalo soldiers of the 

Twenty-fourth Infantry occupied the post, and the name 

157 Port Bliss was resumed. 

The modicum of safety provided by the renovated posts 

led to an Increase in travel through the Trans-Pecos. 

Benjamin Flcklln, in association with Frederick P. Sawyer, 

•^^^Thomllnson, p. l6. 

^^^Ibid., pp. 19-20. 
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had already established a mail line from Fort Concho to 

KL Paso as a branch of their Port Smith-San Antonio route 

and were probably greatly cheered by the new military 

protection. Although each mail run could not be guar

anteed safe passage, at least the certainty of Indian 

attacks experienced earlier was considerably reduced. 

Freighters, too, had fewer qualms about traversing western 

Texas with their shipments of trade goods. Chief among 

these was August Ssuitleben, a native of Hanover, Germany, 

who had run mail and freight from the San Antonio-Eagle 

Pass area into Mexico before and after the Civil War. In 

1869 he had begun a freighting business from Indlanola to 

San Antonio and in early I870 extended his line to 
158 

Chihuahua. His route lay along the lower road as far 

as Port Stockton where it cut off to follow the Burgess 

Waterhole-Paisano Pass-Presidio trail of the earlier 

Chihuahua freighters. He would later change his route for 

El Paso via the length of the lower road. 

The posts and the Increased travel also attracted 

resettlement in the region. At El Paso Simeon Hart and 

Joseph I4agoffln, son of James W. Magoffin, led the vxay for 

new settlers in the area, among them Samuel Schutz and 

^August Santleben, A Texas Pioneer, ed. by I. D. 
Affleck (New York: Neale Publishing Company, 1910), 
pp. 96-99. 
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Ben Dowell. ''^ By 1873 the town was large enough to be 

incorporated by the- state legislature.^ During this 

period, the county seat of El Paso County was Juggled 

between the larger Hispanio communities—in Ysleta in 1866, 

back to San Elizario in 1868, and then again to Ysleta in 

1873. Meanwhile, Port Bliss and its small contingent of 

Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Infantry served as a check 

against oivil disorders. 

The settlement at Presidio had not been greatly 

affected by the war. Although Ben Leaton had died prior 

to the hostilities, his wife had remarried, and she and her 

faunily apparently waited out the war in their house-fort. 

Milton Paver, situated twenty miles to the north, had the 

similar advantage of a private protective complex, and he 

was quickly able to re-establish his ranch. John Burgess 

had managed to maintain his properties during the war and 

by the late l860's had acquired a contract to freight 

supplies from San Antonio to Fort Stockton and Fort Davis. 

And the revived Chihuahua trade resulted in the opening of 

an American customs house at Presidio in the charge of 

captain Mose KeUey^^^ 

^^^Whlte, p. 96. 

•̂  H. P. N. Gammel, The Laws of Texas (10 vols.; 
Austin, Texas: The Gammel Book Co., I898), VII, II38-
1171. 

•̂ •̂̂ -Shipman, p. 4l. 
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Some of the settlers near Port Davis were not stran

gers to the area. DjLedriok Dutchover and E. P. Webster 

returned as soon as circumstances permitted, and they 

worked to restore their cattle enterprises. But Manuel 

Musquiz, one of the earlier residents, was missing from 

the new settlement. Discoureiged and demoralized by the 

Indian raids during the war, Musquiz had left the area, 

never to return; his canyon ranch was now empty. Others 

of the settlers were newcomers. Sam Miller established a 

small cattle herd in the vicinity of the fort and found a 

ready market for his beef. Otis M. and Whltaker Keesey, 

bakers for the Ninth Cavalry, quit their Jobs in I873 and 

opened a general store just south of the post, providing 

a nucleus for the town of Fort Davis. Another mercan

tile business was added by Daniel Murphy, who also 

163 
established a ranch in the Toyah Valley. 

Peter Gallagher, attracted to the Fort Stockton area, 

pioneered a settlement there. He arrived shortly after 

Colonel Hatch and the buffalo soldiers and built a trading 

post, corrals, and a private well. Soon other civilians 

•^^^Ibld., p. 40. 

•^^^Robert M. Utley, "The Range Cattle Industry In the 
Big Bend of Texas," Southwestern Historical Quarterly. 
LXIX (April, 1966), 427. ' 
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Joined him, and a small town, originally called Port Gall 
l64 

for Gallagher, began to develop. 

Thus, by the early I870's several widely spaced areas 

of settlement were situated in the lands of the large and 

still unorganized county of Presidio. In I871 the county 

was carved almost in half by the area of newly created 

Pecos County (Figure 5). and four years later both were 

organized with their duly elected officials presiding 

from the towns of Port Davis and Fort Stockton. 

But this illusion of civilization spreauiing into the 

wilds of western Texas was often overshadowed by the 

realism of the ever-present Indian menace. The Mescalero 

Apaches, employing their hit-and-run tactics, continued 

to plague stage stands, settlements, and isolated ranches 

from their mountain strongholds. "The men of the 9th 

Cavalry literally rode their mounts into the ground . . • 

pursuing war parties that seemed everywhere and yet 

nowhere . . . ." Colonel Hatch replaced Merrltt at 

Fort Davis in late I869. and during the next year, carried 

the fight to the enemy with three separate expeditions 

into the Guadalupe Mountains. Although there was only one 

serious encounter, the campaigns proved the vulnerability 

•̂  Webb and Carroll, Vol. I, p. 633; Williams, Fort 
Stockton's. 

165 'Leckle, p.. 88. 
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of the Indians' sanctuary. Lieutenant Colonel William R. 

Shafter continued th;e policy during I871 and extended it 

to the mountains of the Big Bend. These aggressive 

measures convinced the majority of the raiding bands that 

life on New Mexico reservations offered definite benefits 

fiuid many moved north. 

To the south some Mescaleros Joined with renegade 

Lipan Apaches sind Kickapoos in their Mexican camps and in 

their raids on settlements east of the Pecos. A punitive 

expedition led by Colonel Ranald S. Mackenzie in I873 

largely destroyed their basê  but splinter groups remained. 

Lieutenant John L. Bullls, commander of Seminole scouts 

for Mackenzie's raid, continued the hunt along the Rio 

Grande. In his search he later moved west of the Pecos 

with elements of the Tvrenty-fourth Infantry from Fort 

167 Clark. ' Control of the Indians was thus largely in 

Federal hands, but an Increase in civil unrest and 

banditry, both American and Mexican, called for a state 

force to bridge the jurisdictional gap between local and 

military officials. 

^^^Robert M. Utley, Fort Davis National Historic 
Site, Texas, U.S. Department of Interior, National Park 
Service Historical Handbook Series No. 38 (V/ashington: 
U.S. Government Printing Office, 1965). p. 35. 

^^'^Shlpman, p. 59. 
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In 1874 the Texas legislature passed a bill author

izing the formal ore,atlon of the Texas Rangers. Originally 

organized during the revolution in 1835, they had ceased 

to exist as a cohesive unit after the Mexican War, 

although various groups perpetuated the name through the 

Civil War. After the rigors of Reconstruction, the state 

needed the services of the Rangers for law enforcement 

purposes, and in compliance with the legislative measure, 

two distinct forces were formed. The smaller Special 

Force, under Captain L. H. McNelly, was sent to the 

Mexican border along the lower Rio Grande to keep the 

l68 

peace. The Frontier Battalion, comprised of six com

panies each with seventy-five men, was posted along the 

line of western settlements to thwart Indian advances into 

the interior and to deal with the increasing outlawry. 

Governor Richard Coke selected John B. Jones as major of 

the Battalion, and under Jones' guidance the Texas Rangers 
169 

became an efficient and effective fighting force. 

To compound the Rangers' problems of pacifying the 

frontier, a disturbance having racial and international 

overtones broke out in the El Paso area. Tucked away in 

the westernmost corner of Texas, El Paso was over 

•^^^Webb and C a r r o l l , Vol. I I , p . 756. 

^ V / a l t e r P r e s c o t t V/ebb, The Texas Rangers (Boston: 
Houghton Miff l in Company, 1935). PP. I 0 8 - 3 0 9 . 
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600 miles from the state's major population centers. In 

the county in 1877 Uved several thousand people, only 

eighty of whom were not of Hispanic descent. Many did 

not understand govemmental processes and few held any 

loyalty to Texas; they were more closely associated with 

the populations across the Rio Grande. "The river, 

instead of separating them, rescued them from the desert 

and bound them together." ^ And to further complicate 

matters, practically all of the political offices in the 

county were held by the American minority. It was in this 

restive atmosphere that a long standing dispute over salt 

boiled into the El Paso Salt War. 

The minerals from several natural salt lakes just to 

the west of Guadalupe Peak were first utilized commer

cially in 1863. The salt, free to all takers, was sold 

in Texas and Mexico and for a time " . . . constituted 

about the most lucrative money crop for a large portion of 

171 
the border population." In 1866 the situation changed. 

An amendment to the state constitution gave owners of land 

the right to its minerals, negating the old Spanish con

cept of mineral oi-mership by the Xing which had been 

adopted Intact into the Texas code of law. V/lth this 

development, Samuel Maverick quickly located a claim on a 

^^^Ibld., p. 345. 

^^libld. . p. .347. 
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large portion of the salt lands, temporarily halting traf

fic to the area. But when it was discovered that he did 

not own the entire region, peon oxcarts once again rolled 
172 

to the flats. Control of these remaining salt lands 

soon became a divisive issue. 

Two groups came into being over this question: The 

Salt Ring, headed by W. W. Mills, sought a claim for 

private investors; the Anti-Salt Ring, led by A. J. 

Fountain, was devoted to securing the land for the people 

173 
of El Paso County. With support from Antonio Borrajo, 

the parish priest-politico of San Elizario and Socorro, 

Fountain was elected to the state senate in 1869 with the 

hope of establishing a claim for public ownership. After 

the election, however, Borrajo showed his other face. He 

suggested to Fountain that the lakes be claimed in the 

senator's name, a small fee would be set which Borrajo 

would encourage the people to pay, and then the two men 

174 would split the take between them. ' When Fountain 

refused, the priest enlisted the aid of Don Louis Cardls 

and convinced a sizable number of Mexicans that the new 

•̂ '̂ B̂llly M. Jones, The Search for Maturity. 1875-1900 
of The Sag;a of Texas, ed. by Seymour V. Connor (6 vols. ; 
Austin, Texas: Steck-Vaughn Company, 1965). P« 23. 

•^'^\ebb, Ranp:ers, p. 347. 

•̂ "̂ Îbid. . p. 348; Jones, p. 24. 



101 

senator was working for his own self Interests. Conse

quently, Fountain was forced to withdraw a senate bill 

he had introduced pertaining to the salt, and the split 

between cleric and legislator widened. It was made 

permanent when Cardls met with Fountain, repeated 

Borrajo's demands, and was rebuffed. When the political 

atmosphere in the El Paso area resulted in the death of 

District Judge G. J. Clarke in I87O, Fountain resigned 

his office and moved to New Mexico. Borrajo, too, was a 

victim of this first incident, for his church leaders 

forced him to leave El Paso County, and his political 

powers fell to Cardls. 

The second phase of the struggle began when Cardls 

and Democrat Charles H. Howard combined to break the 

Republican hold on El Paso. Howard succeeded in becoming 

district judge in 1874; Cardls was elected to the state 

legislature two years later. But the alliance between the 

two men proved only temporary, and a bitter power struggle 

ensued. The highpoint of the feud came in I877 when 

Howard filed a claim on the salt lakes In the name of his 

father-in-law, George B. Zlmpleman of Austin, and 

threatened to arrest all trespassers. Ominous rumblings 

began to swell among Cardls and his followers, sounds 

which were heightened by the fact that the stabilizing 

forces at Fort Bliss and Fort Quitman had been removed in 

early 1877* In September Howard arrested two men who had 
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announced their intentions to go for salt, and a full-

soale riot broke out. Howard was seized and held at San 

Elizario for three days until he finally agreed to give 

up his olaim on the salt and "to leave El Paso County 
175 

never to return." '^ Pour of his friends aided in his 

release by signing a $12,000 bond to guarantee his 

promises. Sullenly, Howard departed for Mesllla, New 

Mexico, to lick his wounded prestige and to plan his 

revenge. On October 10, he returned to El Paso. Armed 

with a double-barreled shotgun, he located Cardls in 

Schutz's store and won his argument with two explosive 

blasts. Beating a hasty retreat, Howard escaped the 

resulting mob violence which spread throughout the area. 

The situation had now reached such a condition that 

the state was forced to take action. On orders from 

Governor Richard Hubbard, Major Jones of the Texas Rangers 

was sent to investigate. Leaving Austin on October 24, 

1877, Jones met with Howard in Mesllla In early November 

and persuaded him to return for trial. Having quieted the 

mob, Jones recruited a detachment for Company C of the 

Frontier Battalion and placed them under a local man, 

John B. Tays, whom Howard estimated as " . . . a good man. 

"̂ "̂ Ŵebb, Rangers. p. 352. 
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but he is very slow." Having secured the area, Jones 

left for Austin on November 22. 

On the first of December, sixteen Mexican carts and 

wagons left for the salt lakes. Howard, out on bond, was 

determined to enforce his property rights and left El Paso 

for San Elizario with four Rangers to impound the salt 

brought back. Joined by a few of his friends and twelve 

more Rangers led by Tays, Howard and his small force were 

besieged in the Ranger quarters at San Elizario by an 

angry mob under Chico Barela. All attempts at reinforce

ment were thwarted by the Mexicans who had finally 

cornered their antagonist. 

After several days of siege and heavy gunfire, the 

futility of the situation was recognized, and Howard 

offered to give himself up in an effort to prevent whole

sale slaughter. While he and Tays went to negotiate with 

Barela, John Atkinson, who was acting as Interpreter, 

returned to the besieged quarters and convinced the 

Rangers to lay down their arms, whereupon they, too, were 

taken captive. Still hopeful, Atkinson offered Barela 

$11,000 for the release of the prisoners and was assured 

that this would be done. However, word arrived from the 

vindictive Borrajo: "Shoot the Gringos and I will absolve 

•̂̂ Îbld., pp. 355-356. 
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you." On December 17, Howard, Atkinson, and John 

MoBride were viciously executed. As the houses and stores 

of the town were being plundered, the Rangers were given 

their horses, but not their weapons, and permitted to 

return to El Paso. 

Although a retsLLlatory force was later sent to San 

Elizario to claim the bodies and to recapture the area, 

the Mexican wrath had quickly dissipated. In January, 

1878, President Rutherford B. Hayes appointed two men to 

work with Major Jones in a complete investigation of the 

Salt War. In the final report the board estimated the 

loss at $12,000 and recommended the re-establishment of 

Port Bliss to prevent similar troubles. Although pro

visions were made with the Mexican government to punish 

those persons Involved, no one was brought to justice. 

Jones unhappily realized that his selection of commander 

for the Ranger detachment had been unfortunate. Tays 

simply " . . . lacked resourcefulness, initiative, and 

that combination of dash and judgment so essential in a 

179 crisis." His actions would serve to qualify the later 

one mob-one Ranger legend. 

^"^"^Ibid. , p. 361. 

' IbM. , p. 366. Major Jones set the damages at 
$31,050."' 

l'79ibid., p. 367. 
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But the problems across the Pecos were not confined 

to the El Paso area. The end of the Salt War and the 

arrival of five infantry and cavalry companies under 

Major N. W. Osborne brought some hope of maintaining peace 

in that part of the Trans-Pecos. Port Bliss was regar-

rlsoned and relocated on land purchased at Hart's Mill, 

but the work of erecting post quarters was soon halted by 

new uprisings of Indian hostilities in the region. 

Following the establishment of an Apache reservation 

at Port Stanton, New Mexico, and the military expeditions 

from the Port Davis vicinity in the early l870's, the 

Indians had been relatively quiet. By I876, however, 

there was a noticeable increase in Apache raids in western 

Texas, and within two years, the situation had reached the 

verge of open war. The raiders were consistently trailed 

to the Port Stanton reservation where pursuing army 

troops had no jurisdiction. Others merely splashed across 

the Rio Grande into Mexico. 

In an effort to halt the growing Indian menace. 

General Edward 0. C. Ord, commander of the Department of 

Texas, ordered the creation of the District of the Pecos 

in early I878. As commander of the district, he appointed 

Colonel Benjamin Grlerson, the famed Civil War general and 

organizer of the Tenth Cavalry Regiment. From his 

^^^Thomllnson, pp. 22-23. 
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headquarters at Port Concho, Grlerson sent out several 

exploratory groups into the Trans-Pecos to locate watering 

places, trails, and base camps and to orient himself 

generally with the territory under his control. After his 

preliminary inspection, a series of subposts were estab

lished to cheok Indian movements by keeping the principal 

waterholes under surveillance. Pine Spring and Eagle 

Springs were two of these posts; another was Pena 

Colorado. 

Located on the old Comanche Trail, Camp Pena Colorado 

was the most substantial of the subposts. Two companies 

of the Twenty-fifth Infantry occupied the site Just south 

of present Marathon in early 1880 and built their quarters 

181 
of stone and adobe. It was their task to watch the 

Indian trail into Mexico and to block the passage of 

Apaches along it. While this duty was largely one of rou

tine patrol, it was part of the larger plan to halt Indian 

depredations, and the post was within convenient sup

porting distance of Fort Davis and Fort Stockton when the 

need arose. 

While Grlerson directed his men in building posts, 

cutting new roads, and stringing telegraph lines, a new 

leader appeared among the Mescaleros at Fort Stanton. 

^^^M. L. Crlmmins, "Camp Pena Colorado, Texas," 
West Texas Historical and Scientific Society Publication. 
No. 6 (1935). p. 11. 
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Vlctorlo, a sage chieftain and brilliant warrior general, 

rode into the agency with his small band of Warm Springs 

Apaches in mid-1879 and began arousing discord among the 
182 

Mescaleros. He shortly left the reservation with 

recruits from the more discontented elements, fled south 

into Mexico, and established a camp in the Candelarla 

Mountains. From this base, the renegades returned north

ward to New Mexico in September and successfully raided a 

number of settlements. And despite efforts by the Ninth 

Cavalry to intercept him, Vlctorlo retreated to the safety 

of Mexico with his captured supplies and more followers. 

In the spring of 1880 he again crossed the Trans-Pecos into 

New Mexico and gathered a few more Mescaleros who had 

escaped attempts by Colonel Hatch of the Department of 

New Mexico and Colonel Grlerson to disarm the reservation 

Indians. As Vlctorlo once more turned back to Mexico, he 

was unknowingly entering the final stages of his rampage. 

Colonel Grlerson methodically made preparations to 

block Vlctorlo's next foray to the north. Concentrating 

eight imlts of the Tenth Cavalry at Fort Davis, Grlerson 

went there personally to coordinate the operation. With 

the cavalry, he also had at his command four companies of 

Twenty-fourth Infantry at the post and Company C of the 

Texas Rangers led by Lieutenant George W. Baylor at 

^^%tley. Fort Davis, p. 38. 
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Ysleta. Grlerson strengthened the subposts at Eagle 

Springs and the old abandoned Fort Quitman, and on July 27 

he learned of Vlctorlo's approach. 

Prom knowledge acquired in the earlier reconnais

sance of the region, Grlerson carefully chose the site for 

his encounter with the Apaches. With seven men and his 

teenage son Robert, the colonel fortified a waterhole 

known as Tinaja de las Palmas in Quitman Canyon on July 29 

and waited. During the night, the small group of 

defenders was reinforced by fourteen cavalrymen from Eagle 

Springs, and a messenger was sent out to alert other units 

in the area. 

On the morning of July 30, Vlctorlo and 150 warriors 

converged on the waterhole, discovered the entrenched 

soldiers, and attempted to skirt the position on the east. 

They were halted by a cavalry charge ordered by Grlerson, 

and a pitched battle ensued. Within the next hour, two 

units of the Tenth Cavalry arrived from Eagle Springs and 

joined the struggle. V/hen a second force charged in from 

Quitman, the Apaches broke off the engagement and retreated 

across the Rio Grande. Vlctorlo had lost seven warriors 

and an undetermined number of vrounded, while Grlerson had 

halted the advance northward and had suffered only one man 



109 

killed and one wounded. "̂  But the Indian general had 

been delayed, not defeated. 

Vlctorlo and his band crossed back into Texas on 

August 2, 1880, and momentarily eluding the protective 

line of soldiers, headed north along the western slope of 

the Sierra Diablo Mountains. Learning of this slip, 

Grlerson rapidly marched northward to the east of the 

mountain range and posted four cavalry units at Rattle-
184 

snake Springs. On the afternoon of August 6, the 

Apaches approached the springs and were surprised to find 

the soldiers there. After a brief skirmish, the Indians 

fell back briefly to the mountains west of the springs and 

then swooped down to attack a supply train coming from 

Port Davis. V/hen this assault was also repulsed, Vlctorlo 

and his badly rattled braves fled southwest to the Carrizo 

Mountains. Four days later Grlerson's command and 

Lieutenant Baylor's Rangers began combing the mountains 

for the Apaches, but Vlctorlo had made good his escape to 

Mexico. 

Again Vlctorlo had not been destroyed but he had been 

outgeneraled. This vras to be his last attempt to cross 

•*• -̂ Ibld. , p. 43.; Leckle, p. 225. 

"''Frank Mlllett Temple, "Colonel B. H. Grlerson's 
Texas Commands" (unpublished M.A. thesis, Texas Techno
logical College, 1959). p. 131. 

•"•̂ Ûtley, Fort Davis, p. 45. 
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the lands of the Trans-Pecos, for a combined force of 

American soldiers, Mexican volunteers, and Baylor's men 

doggedly trailed the chieftain into the mountains of 

Chihuahua. Then after requesting the Americans to leave. 

Colonel Joaquin Terrazas launched his volunteers against 

the Apaches in a battle at Tres Castillos. On October l4, 

the Mexicans killed Vlctorlo and scattered his war-
186 

rlors. 

Remnants of the Mescalero band found refuge in west-

e m Texas and for a time wildly attacked almost anything 

that moved. In late January, 1881, a detachment of 

Rangers under Lieutenant C. L. Nevlll picked up the trail, 

of the raiders heading from Eagle Springs to the Sierra 

Diablos. He was soon Joined by Lieutenant Baylor and his 

men, and on January 29 the combined Ranger force found the 

Apaches camped on the northeast cliffs of the Diablos and 
187 

soundly routed them. With this battle the Indian 

menace was virtually removed from western Texas, the Pecos 

^^^Webb, Rangers, pp. 402-403. 

^^^Ibld., pp. 404-406; Shipman, p. 98. 
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Military District was soon dissolved, and the frontier 

populations could look to a period of relative peace."^^^ 

In 1880 the United States Census listed over 8,000 

people living in the three Trans-Pecos counties, and 

Ysleta, the county seat of El Paso, was the largest single 

town in the region. Generally, the populations consisted 

of farmers, laborers, and stockmen and were largely of 

Hispanio origin. At El Paso, Port Davis, and Fort 

Stockton, the soldiers comprised a sizable portion of the 

inhabitants. But by far the most cosmopolitan settlement 

was that of Port Davis. Obviously catering to the sol

diers at the post, the town boasted six gamblers—one from 

Prance and four of the others Negroes from the south—one 

bartender, and two dance house keepers. There was even 

one young Mexican who listed his occupation as 

189 
smuggler. 

In a frontier atmosphere which attracted such a con

glomerate of shady trades, it was not surprising that the 

188 
Frank M. Temple, "Colonel B. H. Grlerson's 

Administration of the District of the Pecos," West Texas 
Historical Association Yearbook, XXXVIII (October, 1962), 
95. The last major tribe in the Trans-Pecos, the Chlsos 
Apaches, was lured into Mexico and eliminated In 1882 
under a policy Initiated by Profirlo Diaz. Cain, p. 190; 
Williams, Stories from the Big: Bend, pp. 12-19. 

''U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the 
Census, Tenth Census of the United States, 1880; Manu
script, Population Schedule for Bl Paso, Pacos, and 
Presidio Counties, Texas. 
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Rangers continually struggled to keep the peace. In May 

of 1880 there were fourteen or fifteen holdups at Fort 
190 

Davis alone. Consequently, Sergeant E. A. Sieker and 

ten Rangers were sent by Major Jones to establish a post 

near Port Davis. Operating from the old Musquiz ranch 

buildings, Sieker succeeded in capturing three outlaws 

near Presidio del Norte before he was relieved in August 

by Lieutenant Nevlll. And in December Nevlll captured a 

band of smugglers in a camp eighty miles south of Fort 

Davis. Lieutenant Baylor, too, was busy. In the summer 

of 1881 he and his men captured three Arizona rustlers in 

El Paso. Charley and Frank Baker and Billy Morgan, mem

bers of the Curley Bill gang, found themselves hustled 

191 back to Yuma by the Rangers. 

Lawlessness did not completely occupy the Rangers, 

however. In late 1881 Lieutenant Nevlll and four of his 

men escorted surveyors E. L. Gage and J. T. Gano on a 

boat trip dovm the Rio Grande. During the journey, they 

came upon several small parties of Indians but had no 
192 

opportunity for a fight. 

•'•̂ Ŵebb, Rangers, p. 406. 

191 
James B. Glllett, Six Years With the Texas Ran

gers. 1865 to 1881, ed. by M. M. Quaife (New Haven, 
Connecticut: Yale University Press, 1925). p. 223. 

-^^^Webb, Rangers, p. 4l0. 
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The military, meanwhile, was adjusting to a new 

routine. General William T. Sherman, commander of the 

Army, came to the Trans-Pecos area in 1880 with a view of 

making "the Inevitable chamge from a 'defensive' against 

the Indians to the Military occupation of our National 

193 

Mexican Frontier," ^ and of augmenting larger, consoli

dated posts with small forts along the border. As a 

result. Camp Rice was established as a subpost of Port 

Davis. Located above old Fort Quitman, Camp Rice was 

first occupied by one unit of Tenth Cavalry and later 
194 

became a separate post named Fort Hancock. One of the 

duties assigned to the men was the protection of the 

railroad workmen who were steadily laying the steel foun

dations that would usher a new way of life into the 

Trans-Pecos. 

^-^John C. Raybum, "General Sherman Visits the 
Mexican Frontier, 1882," West Texas Historical Association 
Yearbook. XXXVIII (October, 1962), 80. 

•̂ ^ George Ruhlen, "Fort Hancock—Last of the Frontier 
Forts," Password, IV (January, 1959). 22-24. 



CHAPTER VI 

RAILROADS, RANCHING, AND MINING 

Without a doubt the period of the 1880's was a 

significant turning point in Trans-Pecos development. The 

area having been cleared of Indians, new progress was 

possible; with the coming of the railroads, it was 

assured. Prom the early I850's, there had been serious 

considerations of building rail lines to link the Cali

fornia area with the eastern United States, but intersec-

tlonal strife and bitterness had barred the way. However, 

interest in a route through western Texas was maintained 

as the Butterfleld and San Diego-San Antonio established 

its feasibility. 

Shortly after the first transcontinental railroad was 

completed at Promontory Point, Utah, the United States 

Congress Issued a charter to the Texas and Pacific Railway 

195 Company for a new southern route. The contract of the 

Texas company authorized a line connecting with one from 

New Orleans at I^arshall, Texas, and then generally fol

lowing the 32 parallel to San Diego. After the purchase 

^^^John R. Hutto, "Pioneering of the Texas and 
Pacific," V/est Texas Historical Association Yearbook, XII 
(July, 1936), 12if. 

114 
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of three existing short lines in Texas, the company began 

laying traok westward. But the financial panic of 1873 

ended construction with the rails reaching only as far as 

Dallas. Despite private capital and land grants issued 

to the Texas and Pacific by the state legislature, the 

completed line three years later had stretched Just to 

Port Worth.^^ 

Par to the west, meanwhile, Collls P. Huntington and 

his associates had organized the Southern Pacific Railroad 

and by I877 had built their line from San Francisco to the 

edge of the Port Yuma military reservation. There it was 

supposed that their road would link with the rails of thet 

Texas and Pacific. But the T & P was still financially 

and organizationally mired in northern Texas. Conse

quently, Huntington negotiated grants from the territorial 

legislatures of Arizona and New Mexico and proceeded east

ward for El Paso. 

The foundering Texas and Pacific was dramatically 

revived in early I88O when Jay Gould, the powerful eastern 

railroad magnate, gained control of the company. Choosing 

Granville M. Dodge as his chief construction engineer, 

Gould soon was advancing his new line westvxard at the rate 

•'•̂ F̂aulk, p. 221; Ralph N. Traxler, Jr., "The Texas 
and Pacific Railroad Land Grants," Southwestern Histori
cal Quarterly, LXI (January, 1958), 367^ 
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of a mile of traok per day.^^^ The cause for this 

frenzied activity stemmed from the progress of 

Huntington's Southern Pacific from the west and also the 

keen competition offered by a Texas affiliate of the 

Southern Pacific, the Galveston, Harrlsburg, and San 

Antonio Railroad, which heui begun extending its rails 

toward El Paso. When the Southern Pacific reached El Paso 

in May of 1881, the race by the two Texas lines was 

intensified. 

The target now was a point of constriction at 

Sierra Blanca. Because of the mountainous nature of the 

region, this pass was the gateway to the only feasible 

route into El Paso, some ninety miles to the west.^ The 

Texas and Pacific, having crossed the Pecos in the late 

summer of 1881, held a commanding lead and pushed rapidly 

vrestward to the tune of ringing steel and chattering 

Chinese coolies. But under the auspices of the Galveston, 

Harrlsburg, and San Antonio, Huntington had also begun 

building toward Sierra Blanca from El Paso and reached the 

pass in late November. This was the final blow for Gould. 

He had previously instigated litigation challenging 

Huntington's line through Nevr Mexico and Arizona as 

•'•̂ Ĵones, p. 95. 

•̂ ^̂ Nelll C. Wilson and Frank J. Taylor, Southern 
Pacific (Nev/ York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 1952), 
p. 77' 
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rightfully belonging to the Texas and Pacific. When the 

Southern Paoifio was extended to the pass at Sierra 

Blanca, Gould decided that Huntington would be a better 

ally than a rival. On November 26, the two men reached 

an agreement whereby the Texas and Pacific acquired in 

perpetuity Joint and equal rights with the Southem 

Pacific between El Paso and Sierra Blanca and a provision 

for pooling the revenues over the combined lines. In 

exchange the Southem Pacific received all rights and land 

grsuits owned by the Texas and Pacific west of El Paso. 

With the settlement confirmed, the two lines met on 

199 
December l6, and by the first of the year the new 

transcontinental route was opened for service. 

Work crews of the Southern Pacific system continued 

building eastward from Sierra Blanca following portions 

of old wagon and military trails. Throughout 1882 the 

Irish rail Jugglers and Chinese shovel hands steadily 

moved through the rugged country of the Trans-Pecos. 

At Paisano Pass the tracks crossed the highest point on 

the Southern Pacific line and then made their serpentine 

way toward the Pecos River. The Galveston, Harrlsburg, 

and San Antonio had finally crossed the river at its 

^^Texas and Pacific Railway Company, From Ox-teams 
to Eagles (Dallas, Texas: Texas and Pacific Railway 
Company), p. 29; Hutto, p. 127. 

^^^Wllson and Taylor, p. 77* 
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mouth, and on January 12, 1883, the two lines were joined 

just west of the Pecos. The terrain on either side of 

the river had necessitated the digging of two tunnels and 

the creation of a rather circuitous route. Nine years 

later the chief engineer for the Southern Pacific sug

gested that a more direct line could be built if a bridge 

was constructed to span the river. The structure when 

201 
completed measured 2,180 feet long and 321 feet high 

and was at the time such an extraordinary engineering 

marvel that the railroad company charged its passengers 

an extra fifty cents to cross it. 

The passenger service of both railroad lines gave 

the Trans-Pecos new exposure, and the construction had 

served to spur new settlements. As the rails stabbed 

through the heart of the region, small villages sprang up 

catering chiefly to the railroad V7orkers. These men were 

rugged individuals, hard working and tough living, and 

they demanded a corresponding type of leisure enter

tainment vrhlch more often than not Included risky 
202 

gambling and "fast viomen. " In these towns some form 

of law and order was necessary, and at Langtry, just 

across the Pecos River, that law v̂ as Judge Roy Bean. A 

^̂ •'•Ibid. , p. 78. 

S. B. licAD.lister, "Building the Texas and Pacific 
Railroad V/est of Forth '7orth," West Texas Historical 
Association Yearbook, IV (June, 1928), 52. 
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boisterous saloon keeper who had followed the Southern 

Paoifio oamps west from San Antonio, Bean established his 

court in a tent saloon and later a frame building (The 

Jersey Lilly) and meted out his own peculiar brand of 

Justice for twenty years. Although legends have clouded 

the authentic history regarding Bean, his mixture of 

sagacity and wit brought some measure of law west of the 

Pecos.203 

Other new settlements in the region may not have had 

such colorful characters, but they all owed their exis

tence to the coming of the railroads. In addition to 

Langtry, the towns of Dryden, Sanderson, Marathon, Alpine, 

Marfa, and Valentine were created along the Southem 

204 
Pacific route. They were generally named for the 

construction engineer of the camp or at the whim of some 

railway official. The exception was Alpine. First named 

Osborne for a railroad crew chief, the town was called 

-̂ Although Judge Bean is often credited with naming 
the town of Langtry after the British actress Lily 
Langtry, an official of the G.H.&S.A. asserted that the 
name was that of the construction foreman. S. G. Reed, 
History of the Texas Railroads (Houston, Texas: The St. 
Clair Publishing Co., 19^1). p. 56. 

Fort Davis was left off the line because the town 
fathers did not want the noise and the clatter associated 
with the railroad. Shipman, p. 55* I. J. Bush contends 
that It was the result of a disagreement between Dan 
Murphy and the railroad surveyors. I. J. Bush, Gringo 
Doctor (Caldwell, Idaho: Caxton, 1939). P- 56. 
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Murphyville in 1883 for the area rancher Dan Murphy, who 

owned the water rights at the site. Five years later the 

named proved rather awkward for county officials and was 

changed to Alpine following a random search in the United 

States Postal Guide.^^^ 

The towns born by the tracks of the Texas and 

Pacific—Pecos, Toyah, Kent, and Van Horn—were named for 

natural features in the area, and were also important as 

new centers of settlement. Pecos and Toyah maintained 

the rough edge inherited from the railroad camps and were 

for a time popular "watering places" for off-duty 

cowhands. 

One hot day in July, 1883, six dusty and dry cowboys 

rode into Pecos and went immediately to the saloon. After 

many drinks, they proceeded to unleash their tensions and 

virtually took over the building. Then one of the 

revelers struck upon the idea of riding the train to Toyah 

and taking over the entire town. Drunken courage having 

paralyzed their reasoning processes, the cowhands boarded 

a west-bound train for the short, fifteen-mile ride. They 

announced their arrival in Toyah with a volley of gunshots 

and wobblly disembarked from the passenger car. But their 

fun was short lived. Three Texas Rangers organized a 

party of townsmen and moved to stop the "takeover." In 

205 Cain, p. 88. 
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the resulting gun battle, one cowboy and an unfortunate 

section hand were killed and four of the other cowboys 

were seriously wounded. Por that day at least, Toyah 

was not to be disturbed.^ 

El Paso, though founded earlier, may also be con

sidered as a railroad town. In 1880 the inhabitants of 

the town numbered a scant 736, ^ but during the following 

three years, the Southern Pacific, the Texas and Pacific, 

the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe, and the Mexican 

Central rail lines brought unprecedented growth to El 

Paso. The quiet border village mushroomed into a major 

city as the old town confines burst at the seams. Expan

sion demanded new lauids. The post grounds at Fort Bliss 

were reduced by the tracks of the Southern Pacific and 

the Santa Fe, and the town " . . . grew so fast that in 

order to keep out of its own way it had to build a street

car line before it built a school house.'̂  With the 

railroads came gamblers, sporting women, and Chinese 

laundries. The first plied their trades in saloons that 

occupied nearly every comer location in toxm, while the 

Chinese, generally law abiding and industrious, settled 

^^^Jones, pp. 83-85. 
207 

Texas Almanac (Dallas, Texas: A. H. Belo Corp., 
1967). p. 17^. 

^^^hite, p. 174. 
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in an inner colony. By 1883 El Paso had Increased to the 

point that its people sought to relocate the county 

government. To insure success in their campaign, the 

citizens of the town persuaded a number of Mexican 

nationals to Join their ranks, and by a staggering (if 

somewhat fraudulent) vote of seven times its population, 
20Q 

El Paso assumed Ysleta's role as the county seat. By 

1890 the headstrong town had become a sizable city of 

10.338 people.^^^ 

Although the brunt of the population Increase in the 

Trans-Pecos was borne by El Paso, the general Influx of 

settlers throughout the region was evidenced by the crea

tion of several new counties. In I883 Reeves County was 

cut out of the northern portion of old Pecos County and 

was organized the next year with Pecos as its county seat. 

A small portion of Pecos County was also carved out in 

1885 as the westernmost segment of Val Verde County. 

Presidio County, too, was undergoing a change. In 

1885 the citizens of Marfa called an election to move 

the county seat from Fort Davis. Again, as in El Paso, 

a bit of political chicanery was employed to effect the 

change, though vrith more subtlety. The ballots used In 

^Anna Brand, Official Souvenir Program El Paso 
County Centennial. 1850-1950 (El Paso, Texas: Centennial 
Committee, 1950), p. 15. 

^•^^Texas Almanac, I967, P- 174. 
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the election were printed with a space to be marked in 

favor of removal to Marfa, while votes for retaining Port 

Davis had to be written in. Marfa carried the decision 
211 

by eighty-nine votes. Two years later Fort Davis 

became the county seat of Jeff Davis County created from 

Presidio. Brewster, Buchel, and Foley counties were also 

formed in 1887 from Presidio, but only Brewster with its 

county seat at Murphyville (Alpine) was organized. It 

later absorbed the other two unsuccessful territorisJ. 

units. (See Figure 6.) 

While the two major railway systems initiated order 

and settlement in the Trans-Pecos, other lines were 

established to provide additional transportation service. 

In 1890 the Pecos River Railroad Company, which later 

became the Pecos Valley Railroad Company and then the 

Pecos Valley and Northeastern Railroad, built a line from 

Pecos, Texas, to present Carlsbad, New Mexico. It was 

extended to Clovis in 1898 and Incorporated into the Santa 
212 

Fe system in 1901. The Pecos Valley Southern, 

organized in 1909. constructed a forty-mile rail section 

from Pecos southwest to Toyahvale; twenty years later it 

Shipman, pp. 55-56. 

•̂'•S/ebb and Carroll, Vol. II, pp. 355-356; Charles 
S. Potts, Railroad Transportation in Texas (Austin, Texas: 
University of Texas Press, 1909). p. 61T 
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became part of the Texas and Pacific operations.^^-^ A 

third line entering the Trans-Pecos was part of an ambi

tious project led by Arthur E. Stlllwell, a prominent 

railî oad entrepreneur in Kansas. It was his idea to build 

a line from Kansas City to Topolobampo, Mexico, as a 

shorter route to Pacific ports. Organizing the Kansas 

City, Mexico, and Orient Railroad and financing it with 

English and American capital, Stlllwell began construction 

from Wichita, Kansas, in 1901 and by 1911 the road had 

reached Girvin, Texas. At that point just west of the 

Pecos, financial difficulties forced the railroad into 

receivership. In 1913 the receivers completed the line 

through Port Stockton to connect with the Southern Pacific 

at Alpine, but they, too, were burdened by maximum 

expenses and minimum profits. Suggestions that the line 

be abandoned were met by local tax reductions and Federal 

regulatory concessions to maintain the service, but still 

the company operated at a loss. In 1928 the road was pur

chased by the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe and was 

extended to Presidio where in 1930 it finally linlced with 
214 

the railway from the Mexican coast. 

The slender network of railroads, especially In the 

eastern portion of the Trans-Pecos, provided convenient 

^^^Reed, p. 367. 

^^^Ibid., pp. 307-3O8; Cain, pp. 98-103 
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market outlets for developing commercial ventures in 

ranching and mining. The first had begun earlier and was 

speeded by the coming of the rail lines; the second 

emerged almost concomitantly. 

In the Trans-Pecos, as elsewhere in the state, the 

cattle Industry had its origins in the Spanish era. 

Missionaries moving northward through Mexico brought with 

them herds of livestock to support their work among the 

Indians. But unlike the central and southem sections of 

Texas, the land west of the Pecos was not conducive to 

widespread settlement, and the herds of Spanish cattle 

largely remained below the Rio Grande in northern Mexico. 

Later, in the states of Coahuila and Chihuahua, there 

evolved large ranches and haciendas from this Spanish 

stock. As American settlers began moving into western 

Texas after 1848, the haciendas provided a ready supply 
215 

of cattle for their new ranches. 

An early incentive for ranching in the Trans-Pecos 

was the establishment of military posts in the 1850's. 

Not only did the forts offer protection from the Indians, 

but they also furnished the ranchers with contracts for 

beef. As a result a number of small cattle enterprises 

were established, primarily in the vicinity of Fort Davis. 

•̂̂ •̂ Shipman, pp. 24-25. 
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Chief among the ranch owners were Diedrick Dutchover, 

B. P. Webster, and Manuel Musquiz. 

The first American to establish a large-scale cattle 

operation west of the Pecos was a Missourian, Don Milton 

Paver. Escaping personal problems in his home state. 

Paver found his way into Mexico where he worked in a flour 

mill for a time. He then entered the freighting business 

and carried trade goods from central Mexico to the 

216 
Presidio del Norte area. In 1849 he purchased a herd 

of cattle in Chihuahua, and by I856 he had moved across the 

Rio Grande and established a total of five ranch settle

ments near present Shafter. The three most prominent were 

Cienega, El Morlta, and the headquarters at Clbolo. For 

each he built thick-walled adobe forts with lookout towers 

to protect himself, his Mexican wife, and his ranch hands 

217 
from roving bands of Apaches. ' With the security of 

these private bastions and the additional protection 

afforded by Fort Davis to the north. Paver expanded his 

cattle empire to include sheep and began to prosper. 

The Civil War struck a crippling blow to the new 

ranching enterprises. V/hen the Federal troops were 

removed from the area posts, ranchers suffered the dual 

^^"Barry Scobee, "Don Milton Faver: Founder of a 
Kingdom," West Texas Historical and Scientific Society 
Publication. No. 19 (September 1, 1963). p. 41. 

^^'^Utley, "Range Cattle," p. 423. 
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setbacks of the loss of markets and the increase of 

Indian raids. With this turn of events, nearly all of 

the stockmen and settlers left the area; only Don Milton 

Faver remained, shielded by the adobe walls of his ranch-

fort. Because the region was soon emptied of easy tar

gets, the Apaches surged across the Rio Grande, and 

Mexican ranches came under torch and arrow. With the end 

of the war, the great haciendas of northern Chihuahua were 

almost completely bereft of livestock. 

The depletion of cattle herds in Mexico created 

prosperous market conditions which aroused the Interest of 

Texas cattlemen. Even before the end of the war, W. A. 

Peril drove a herd of longhorns from the Fort McKavett 

area down the Chihuahua Trail into Mexico, initiating the 

m.ovement of vast herds from Central Texas through the 

Trans-Pecos. In 1868 during the peak of the drives. 

Captain D. M. Poer trailed 1,200 head from Fort Concho to 
218 

the Terrazas hacienda in Chihuahua. 

V/hlle the volume of cattle herded through western 

Texas may have been a novelty, the custom of the drive was 

not. In the early 1850's Central Texas ranchers had begun 

moving cattle westward to supply California miners with 

beef. From the San Antonio area, longhorns lumbered west 

to modern Del Rio, turned north to Live Oak Creek by way 

-̂'•̂ Ibld. , p. 426; Shipman, p. 39* 
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of Devil's River, and crossed the Pecos near present 

Sheffield. From there they continued to follow the lower 

El Paso road to Franklin and then moved on to California. 

The movement along this trail reached a peak in 1854 and 

ended with the outbreak of the Civil War. The trade was 

revived briefly after the war, but because the market was 

unpredictable and the northern trails to Kansas were more 

profitable, the Texas-California Trail soon " . . . became 
219 

a matter of ruts and memory.". 

In addition to the transitory movement of cattle 

through the Trans-Pecos, scattered ranches were estab

lished in the region. Hilton Faver emerged from his 

private fortress to reorganize his holdings. Fort Davis 

was again one of his prime markets, but during the 1870's, 

he also drove some of his cattle over the Chihuahua and 
220 

Chisholm trails to Kansas. By the 1880's over 10,000 
head--"as wild as antelopes and just about as fleet of 

221 

foot"—carried Paver's brand. Other ranchers, whose 

operations v̂ ere less grandiose, also filtered Into the 

region by 1880. Dutchover and V/ebster returned to the 

-̂'•̂ James G. Bell, "A Log of the Texas-California 
Cattle Trail, 1854," ed. by J. Evetts Haley, Southx̂ êstern 
Historical Quarterly, XXXV (January, 1932; April, 1932), 
209-210. 

^^^Utley, "Range Cattle," p. 428. 

^̂ •̂ -Ibid. , p. 428; Shipman, p. 27. 
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Port Davis area and were Joined by Sam Miller and Daniel 

Murphy. George Crosson, an old Chihuahua freighter, with 

his Irish partner Lawrence Haley, established a sheep 

ranch in nearby Musquiz Canyon and later moved south of 

present Alpine. And E. M. Beckwith ran a sizable cattle 

herd in the area of present Marathon. Thus, the founda

tions for a prosperous livestock industry west of the 

Pecos were set; the coming of the railroads boosted the 

permanent structure of that industry. 

Por many years cattlemen had known of the ample 

grazing lands in western Texas. Passing freighters and 

military men had discovered their value. In 1855 Captain 

John Pope noted 

The grama-grass, which exists in the most profuse 
abundance over the entire surface of these table
lands, is nutritious during the whole year, and 
the plains between the Rio Grande and the Pecos 
seem Intended by nature for the maintenance of 
countless herds of cattle.^^2 

But the danger of Indian attack and the relative isolation 

from American markets lessened the appeal of the region. 

With the almost simultaneous end of the Apache menace and 

the beginning of rail traffic, the gates were thrown open 

to the rush of cattlemen. "Between 1880 and I89O about 

222 
U.S., Congress, Senate, Reports of Explorations 

and Surveys to Ascertain the Most Practicable and 
Economical Route for a Railroad from the Mississippi River 
to the Pacific Ocean, S. Exec. Doc. 78, 33d Cong., 2d 
sess., I854, p. 8. 
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90^ of the present day ranches . . . had their * 
223 

beginning." -' Much pasture land in the public domain 

was made available to ranchers by grass leases from the 

state, as explained later in this thesis. 

The first of these new ranchers settled near Marathon 

or in the lower Big Bend region. M. Halff established the 

Circle Dot ranch along Maravillas Creek below Pena 

Colorado; Alfred Gage, brother of surveyor E. L. Gage, 

first located his ranch in the shadow of the Sierra del 

Carmen Mountains near McKlnney Spring (presently in Big 

Bend National Park) and later moved to the Marathon 

vicinity; J. T. Gano and his father Richard M. Gano formed 

the Estado Land and Cattle Company near the Chlsos Moun

tains and ran cattle under the G-4 brand; and in the 

southem tip of the Big Bend, below Talley Mountain, Don 

Martin Solfs settled with his herd of Mexican cattle. 

Other cattlemen later filled in to the north and west. 

J. D. Jackson and J. E. Bird, two ex-Rangers, founded 

their ranches near Murphyville (Alpine) and in I890 were 

Joined by J. W. Kokernot who established the still extant 

06 ranch. South of Marfa, V/illlam Mitchell staked his 

ranch lands around Antelope Springs. In the Fort Davis 

area Patrick Dolan, J. W. and Bean McCutcheon, and 

223virglnla Madison, The Big Bend Country of Texas 
(Albuquerque, New Mexico: University of New Mexico Press, 
1955), p. 110. 
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R. S. Sproul located in the Davis Mountains, while 

retired Sergeant Charles Mulhern and his son Robert and 

P. H. Pruett moved into Musquiz Canyon. Characteristic 

of many of these ranchers who had become familiar with 

the Trans-Pecos during their tours of duty as soldiers. 

Rangers, and surveyors, retired General Benjamin Grlerson 

established his home east of Fort Davis in 1890.^ 

These incoming cattlemen had little problem in 

locating choice grazing lands; however, they did find 

reliable supplies of water to be a problem. Most of the 

early ranchers were able to establish their herds near 

creeks or natural springs, but these sources were not 

always sufficient. As remedies they constructed shallow 

wells and surface tanks called "Jake tanks" for the 

225 innovator Jake Bovrman. ^ These structures helped the 

situation but did not solve the problem. Only with the 

advent of the windmill in the late 1880's were minor dry 

spells easier to face. 

The windmill v/as also a harbinger of a change taking 

place in the Trans-Pecos and in other areas of the state. 

^^^Shlpman, pp. 100-113; Utley, "Range Cattle," 
pp. 431-432; Madison, p. 113; Cain, p. 67\ J. W. Williams 
also Includes Information on twentieth century ranches In 
Big Ranch Country (Wichita Falls, Texas: Terry Bros., 
1954), pp. 233-244. 

^^^Shipman, p. 120. 
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The fencing of the open range had begun in the 1880's with 

the wholesale distribution of barbed wire, and the prac

tice was Inexorably extended into the Trans-Pecos. By the 

turn of the century the cattle Industry in the region had 

been transformed. Fences enclosed large areas of grazing 

lands, and the resulting protected ranges, combined with 

the convenience of wind-driven water pumps, gave Impetus 

to stock improvement which eventusdly supplanted the wiry 

longhorns with Herefords and other high-grade beef cattle. 

A less extensive change was wrought by the state's 

policy regarding the public domain in the region. Much of 

the public and school lands had been placed under grass 

lease to ranchers by the state and was, therefore, 

generally exempt from the acts of 1879 and 1881 which 

opened the public domain to actual settlers. Likewise, 

the Pour Section Act of I887 and Its revision in 1895 did 

not greatly affect the Trans-Pecos. Not until the passage 

of the Eight Section Act In 1905 did bonaflde settlers 

begin to push into the area and further confine the 

ranchers' territory. But the problems Involved with 

making a living on a "mere" eight sections of the semi-

arid region v̂ ere soon apparent to many of these settlers, 

and "with the completion of the required three years' 
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residence, their complements of land began changing 

hands," generally passing back to those ranchmen who had 
??6 

previously used them. 

It was in this manner that Lucas C. Brite consoli

dated approximately 125,000 acres of land near Capote 

Mountain in northwestern Presidio County. Brite had ' • 

arrived in the Trans-Pecos In October, 1885, driving 

l40 head of his own cattle, as part of a larger herd, " ' 
227 600 long miles from Frio County. His first ranch house 

was built of barrel staves, unpacked goods boxes, and a 

tarp. From these modest beginnings, Brite became one of 

the most prominent ranchers in the region. On the five 

units of his Bar-Cross Ranch, he established a line of 

Herefords that became nationally known, and his herds 

"furnished the foundation stock for ranches in Presidio 

County and for other counties of Texas and the West and 

Southwest." It was natural then for him to be among 

those who organized the Highland Hereford Breeders Asso

ciation in 1918. But Brite's interests were more wide 

ranging: in the immediate area, he was among the earliest 

^^^Henry T. Fletcher, "History of Alpine," New 
Encyclopedia of Texas, I, 174. 

^̂ "̂ Moel Leonard Keith, The Brites of Capote (Fort 
V/orth, Texas: Texas Christian University Press, 1950), 
pp. 3-5. 

228 Ibid., p. 62. 
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participants of Bloys Camp Meeting, an annual religious 

service supported by four Protestant denominations; he 

was present at the organization of the First Christian 

Church in Marfa; and he was one of the organizers of the 

Marfa National Bank. His more distant Interests included 

financial assistance to Randolph College in Cisco, Texas, 

and extensive support and activity at Texas Christian 

University In Fort V/orth. Thus, Lucas Brite exemplified 

the role of leadership assumed by cattlemen of the Trans-

Pecos in civic as well as business affairs. 

But to intimate that cattle production was the only 

livestock industry west of the Pecos would be in error. 

Since Milton Paver's day, the raising of sheep on the same 

range V7lth cattle had proved feasible and profitable. In 

the 1880's a number of sheep ranchers entered the Trans-

Pecos. Captain A. E. Sheppard, credited with naming 

Marathon while surveying for the Southern Pacific, estab

lished his Iron Mountain Ranch north of the town and 

raised more than 20,000 head of sheep. Lawrence Haley and 

George Crosson, as previously noted, located their ranches 

first near Murphyville and later on Calamity Creek. South 

of Marfa, on Alamito Creek, Judge W. W. Bogel settled with 
22Q 

an initial herd of 1,200 sheep in 1884. ^ These and 

other ranchers in the region faced several difficulties. 

^^^Madlson, pp. l48-l49. 
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not the overly dramatized struggles between sheepmen and 

cowmen, but rather tjie less glamorous hardships of 

precipitation and politics. In 1892 and 1893 a drought 

struck western Texas and seriously affected the sheep 

herds; in the last year of the dry spell. President Grover 

Cleveland lowered the tariff on imported wool and added to 

the problems of the ranchers. Some of the sheepmen were 

forced to sell out; " . . . others Just switched from 

sheep to cattle and turned Republican. "̂ -̂ ^ By the 1930's 

sheep were returned to the region and are still a major 

livestock in the Trans-Pecos today. 

Ranching has thus developed as a prime Industry 

affecting most of the inhabitants in the region from the 

Pecos River on the east to El Paso on the west. Railroads 

made this expansion possible, and, in turn, ranching has 

been a chief benefactor of the rail lines. Another 

industry which began about the same time as the railroads 

and which made heavy use of the freight trains was 

commercial mining. 

In most mountainous areas there has always been an 

opportunity—real or supposed—of finding fabulous mineral 

riches and wealth. This is not untrue of the Trans-Pecos 

mountains. The lost mine in the Guadalupes, the Lost 

Nigger Mine, and various "burled treasures" have long 

230ibid., p. 150. 
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appealed to the fortune seekers and the romantics. And 

yet actual discovery, and recovery of valuable minerals in 

western Texas is a reality. 

Silver, the first mineral to be worked in the Trans-

Pecos, was found in the Chinati Mountains north of 

Presidio as early as the 1850's, but commercial production 

did not begin until John Spencer located a rich vein there 

in 1882. With General William Shafter and Lieutenant John 

Bullls, Spencer formed the Presidio Mining Company to 

231 
extract the silver. ^ A mining town quickly came into 

existence and was named Shafter in honor of the general. 

The nearby mines were first worked by California miners, 

while Mexicans performed unskilled tasks, but the Alaskan 

gold rush in the mid-1890's lured the Californlans away, 

and thereafter local or imported Mexican labor was 

232 
employed. ^ 

Despite the fact that the town was divided into two 

distinct sectors, relations between Hlspanlcs and Anglo-

Americans were usually good. One incident in 1890, 

231iMd., pp. 169-170. Four other silver districts 
in the Trans-Pecos were the Van Horn-Allamoore District 
and the Plata Verde District In Hudspeth and Culberson 
counties, and the Altuda Mountain District in Brewster 
County. The Shafter region was by far the most productive, 
however. Webb and Carroll, Vol. II, p. 61I. 

^^^Interview with Mr. and Mrs. Cecil R. Amis, Shafter, 
Texas, by William R. McLeroy, August 28, 1968. The tape 
is in the Southwest Collection, Texas Technological 
College, Lubbock, Texas. 
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however, was dangerously disruptive. A Mexican laborer, 

after a long session in the cantina, rode riotously 

through the town and injured a woman of his own nation

ality. The Mexican townspeople collared the reveler and, 

because there was no Jail, chained him to a tree. During 

the night someone shot the prisoner. When the body was 

discovered the next morning, the Mexicans in their outrage 

turned-their wrath on the Anglos. The situation grew 

rapidly worse, and a unit of Texas Rangers was called in. 

But they proved unable to prevent the outbreak of 

fighting, and during an exchange of gunfire, one Ranger 

was killed. The disturbance ended only after the Anglos 

233 
threatened to blow up the Mexican section. ^ Fortunately, 

this was only an Isolated incident, and the mining opera

tions were continued in peace. 

In spite of technical problems and price fluctua

tions, the mines at Shafter were among the most consistent 

producers of silver in the country. The ore was reduced 

at the company mill, and the extracts were freighted to 

the Marfa railhead where they were shipped to an El Paso 

refining company. In 1913 a change in the recovery pro

cess increased the productive capacity of the mines and 

ended a period of intermittent operation. By 1926 the 

company, apparently foreseeing a less prosperous future. 

^^^Madison, pp. 171-172. 
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sold its properties to the American Metal Company.^^^ 

With the enthusiasm inherent in new management, company 

officials reorganized the production facilities and 

eventually were able to treat 400 tons of ore dally. In 

1942 this increased efficiency finally resulted in the 

lowering of ore grades, the depletion of reserves, and the 

closing of the mines. The venture, however, had been 

highly successful. During the sixty-year life of the 

mines, over two million tons of recovered ore produced 

roughly twenty million dollars worth of silver. 

As in most early mining towns, Shafter began to 

decline when the tunnels were closed. The 1940 population 

of almost 2,000 dwindled away and now only thirty-one 

people live in the area. Silver may still be found in 

the Chlnatis, but Shafter is virtually a ghost town. 

In 1892 cinnabar, the ore of mercury, was discovered 

in an area west of the Chlsos Mountains. This area, known 

as the Terllngua District, stretches forty miles long and 

twenty miles wide and contains the only knovm deposits of 

235 quicksilver in Texas. ̂ ^ Two major companies worked the 

district for the rust-colored ore: the Marfa and Mariposa 

Mining Company began operation in I896; the Chlsos Mining 

234 
Interview. 

-'̂ James M. Day, "The Chlsos Quicksilver Bonanza in 
the Big Bend of Texas," Southwestern Historical Quarterly. 
LXIV (April, 1961), 428. 
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Compauiy initiated production in 1902. Several other com

panies extracted cinnabar in the area, but only the Chlsos 

Mining Company, owned by Howard E. Perry, was in operation 

in 1914. 

Perry, a Chicsigo businessman, had purchased five 

236 

sections of land in the district in I887. When cinna

bar was discovered on his land some ten years later, he 

left his Illinois lumber enterprise and turned his 

interests to mining. After a legal suit against his claim 

was settled in his favor. Perry organized the Chlsos Mining 

Company and launched into a prosperous career which lasted 

almost forty years. 

The "company town" of Terllngua sprang up around the 

mines and was populated almost entirely by Mexicans. 

Every aspect of life in the toim was controlled by 

Perry.^^^ The school was built by the company and the 

teachers were on the company payroll. Drinking was for

bidden on company property and firearms were not allowed 

within 250 yards of the houses. Wages paid to the 

laborers for their seven-day work v/eek were at first in 

company coupons which were accepted by the general store. 

Only twice a month could the coupons be converted to 

Mexican pesos or American dollars. Later, the employees 

^^^Ibid., p. 433; Madison, p. 184. 

^̂ '̂ Madison, p.. 190. 
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were paid in silver dollars hauled from Alpine.^^^ Yet 

this strict regimentation was endured by the laborers as 

the price for steady employment. 

The production of mercury by the Chlsos Mining 

Company reached a peak in 1917 when 10,791 flasks of the 

heavy liquid metal was freighted to the rail terminal at 

Marathon. Because of the need for mercury in the produc

tion of explosives during World War I, the price per flask 

of quicksilver reached a high of $325. ^^ After the war, 

prices and production tapered off, and by 194l Perry was 

faced with a bankruptcy suit. He finally sold his proper

ty in 1943 to Herman and George Brown of Houston for 

$81,000. The Browns worked the mines during the World War 

II boom under the name of the Esperado Mining Company, but 

in 1946 the Influx of foreign mercury severely undercut 

the wartime prices and operations ceased completely. 

Today the once lively Terllngua is home for less than 

twenty people. It is perhaps fitting " . . . that this 

ghost town is nestled in the ghost-like shadows of the 
240 

towering Chlsos Mountains." 

The third major mineral discovery in the Trans-Pecos 

took place with the same initial excitement which had 

^^^Day, pp. 438-439. 

^^^Cain, p. 78. 

^^^Day, p. 450. 
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accompanied the location of the silver and mercury 

deposits, but unlike, those two minerals, oil is still an 

Important part of the regional economy. Minor seepgiges 

of oil had been discovered in the plateau region of Pecos 

County and were known to the Indians and some of the early 

pioneers. When the oil fever of Splndletop in eastern 

Texas began to spread throughout the state. It was assumed 

from the early findings west of the Pecos that that region, 

too, had its vast reserves of black gold. In 1903 oil 

was struck In a test well for water in Reeves County, 

fifteen miles northwest of Toyah; "small quantities of it 

were marketed during the winter of 1903-1904 and used to 
24l 

lubricate windmills in that area." But these and other 

traces found in the two counties only indicated under

ground oil pools rather than located them. Even when 

significant discoveries were made east of the Pecos by 

1925. the western lands were still unproductive. 

Then it happened. On October 28, 1926, a well being 

dug on the I. G. Yates ranch by the Mid-Kansas and 

Transcontinental Oil Company blew in unexpectedly with a 

roaring black fountain of oil. Continued drilling proved 

the well capable of producing 70,824 barrels a day. For 

the Trans-Pecos oil Industry this discovery meant the 

^^^G. A. V/arner, Texas Oil and Gas Since 1543 
(Houston, Texas: Gulf Publishing Company, 1939),p. 3l4. 
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opening of the vast Yates Field and the prospect of future 

strikes in the regiop; for Yates himself it was an esti

mated $15,000,000 birthday present and a rescue for his 

marginal cattle enterprise. 

Production from the Yates Field was just short of 

phenomenal. In fact, the capacity of the field was so 

great that in 1927 the producers instituted voluntary 

proration to facilitate transportation to market and to 

insure price stability. The next year the Texas Railroad 

Commission began to prorate all production in the state. 

By mid-summer of 1928, 207 wells in the field had been 

completed with a combined dally potential of 2,500,000 

barrels and was "Increased within a year to a potential 

open flow of more than 4,500,000 a day for 306 wells." ^ 

The surge of activity brought a large number of 

people into that sector of Pecos County. At first oilmen 

were housed in the "Red Barn" on Yates' ranch, but even

tually a new town was created. In a contest to select a 

name for the community, the names of Ira Yates and his 

wife Ann were combined to form Iraan. The town is still 

^^^Carl Coke Rlster, Oil I Titan of the Southwest 
(Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press, 1949). 
pp. 293-294. 

^^^Ibid., p. 297. Number 3 Bob Rled well of the 
Standard Oil Company was acclaimed as the greatest pro
ducer in the country with a potential rating of almost 
170,000 barrels per day. 
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quite active owing to the continued importance of petro

leum. 

Since 1928 a number of oil fields have begun 

production in the Trans-Pecos. More than twenty have been 

tapped in Pecos County, while Reeves County has added 

nine, and Culberson and Terrell counties have located one 

each. Although a considerable portion of the oil produced 

in the 8a*ea is piped to refineries in Oklahoma, coastal 

Texas, and El Paso, regional facilities in Fort Stockton 

and Pecos process a limited amount of crude. The Industry 

thus has been firmly established west of the Pecos; it 

seems likely that oil production will continue for some 

time to be an Important aspect of the region's economy. 

Still other mining ventures may be a source of poten

tial wealth in the Trans-Pecos. Regions of copper, lead, 

marble, and other minerals are to be found in mountainous 

areas, but it is doubtful their exploitation will create 

the same flurry of activity which accompanied the founding 

of Shafter, Terllngua, and Iraan. 

To a great degree the growth and development in the 

region was stimulated by the railroads. The ponderous 

steam engines moved a new population west of the Pecos 

and maintained it by hauling the products of ranch and 

mine to market. The metal rails signified the approach of 

a modern life which would be peaceful at times, perturbing 

at others. 



CHAPTER VII 

PROBLEMS AND PROSPERITY 

While the railroads served to stimulate settlement in 

the Trans-Pecos, the work of the military had made devel

opment possible. Federal troops had twice provided the 

leadership in opening the region and In the early 1880»s 

had succeeded finally in removing the oppressive danger of 

Indian attacks which had been an effective barrier to 

expansion. The resulting period of peace encouraged many 

settlers west of the Pecos and allov̂ ed them to establish 

their homes, ranches, and businesses with confidence. 

Significantly, the buffalo soldiers of the Tenth Cavalry 

were removed from the posts of the region In 1885, evi

dence that at least in the minds of Federal officials the 

Trans-Pecos had been secured. The Negro troopers were 

employed in the frontier areas and diligently fought to 

break the dominance of the Indians. When those areas were 

encompassed by the line of settlement, the troops were 

moved to less tame regions ostensibly because their 

fighting skills viexe needed elsevrhere, but more correctly 

because they could not defeat the nebulous enemy of 

racial prejudice. 

145 
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By 1895 almost all of the forts in the region were 

closed. The first to be evacuated was Fort Stockton In the 

early summer of 1886. On July 31. 1891. Company F, Fifth 

Infantry marched away from the complex at Fort Davis. At 

two-year intervals thereafter, Fort Pena Colorado and 

Fort Hancock were closed. The exception was Fort Bliss. 

The post had been established at Hart's Mill in I878 

largely as a check on civil disturbances, such as the late 

Salt War, which night Involve Mexican nationals. Two of 

the rail lines entering El Paso cut across the post lands, 

hov^ever, and necessitated relocation. In 1893 the present 

site of Fort Bliss was occupied by Colonel H. M. Lazelle 
244 

and his battalion of Eighteenth Infantry. The old 

grounds were sold at auction, and the construction and 

expansion of the new quarters were begun. 

Although the military deemed the region peaceful and 

eventually closed all but one of the forts, the Trans-

Pecos was not without its civil lawlessness. The frontier 

atmosphere prevailed, and throughout the 1880's and l890's 

train robbers, cattle rustlers, and desperados--Mexican 

and American—constantly plied their trades. Their chief 

adversaries were the Texas Rangers. These lawmen had 

earlier aided in the suppression of the Apaches and then 

had guarded the railroad crews laying track in the region. 

2/̂ 4 
Thomlinson, p. 29. 
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But the consequent Influx of population brought bad men 

along with the good,, and the Rangers were kept busy. A 
« 

short time after the town of Murphyville was created, a 

man named Dorsey was murdered and the killer, Pat Sherin, 

was arrested and taken to Port Davis by two Rangers.^^ 

Somewhat later. Captain Prank Jones was killed as he pur

sued a band of Mexican cattle thieves based on a mid-

246 

channel island near San Elizario. And in I896 word was 

received at Alpine of a gang of horse thieves in the 

vicinity irho were planning a train robbery to diversify 

their Interests. Six Rangers picked up the trail of the 

would-be bandits, followed them to a pasture on the 

McCutcheon ranch in the Davis Mountains, and killed or 
247 

captured them all. These were only three of many 

instances which Involved the Rangers during unruly times 

in the Trans-Pecos. 

This period also earned El Paso a rowdy reputation. 

Unable to cope with its rapidly expanding population, the 

town was a curious mixture of old and new. A few people 

of prominence oimed horses and buggies, while most of the 

professional and business men rode bicycles. None of the 

245 
"̂ E. E. Townsend, "Rangers and Indians in the Big 

Bend Region," West Texas Historical and Scientific Society 
Publication, No. 6 (1935), p. ̂ 8. 

Webb, Texas Rangers, p. 441. 

^̂ "̂ Ibld. , pp. .447-449. 
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buildings in town were over four stories high, but four 

had elevators. Neither El Paso nor neighboring Juarez had 

a paved street, and both turned off their street lights on 

moonlit nights. Above all else El Paso was a rambunctious 

tovm catering to range-hardened cowboys. Saloons and 

gambling halls located throughout the city were open day 

and night, and a monthly fine Imposed on gamblers and 

prostitutes vras used to pay the to^m policemen, most of 

whom were ex-cowboys. One of the "peace officers" was a 

rustler-gunflghter by the name of John Selman. On the main 

street of El Paso in August, 1895. Selman gunned doTm the 

notorious John V/esley Hardin recently released from 

, 248 prison. 

These developments in El Paso, for all their impor

tance locally, were not unlike the events in many another 

western town, and so probably passed unnoticed. But two 

events focused national attention on the city and the 

Trans-Pecos region. 

Following the 1893 financial panic in the United 

States, the unemployed were championed by Ohio business

man Jacob S. Coxey who urged them to march to Washington 

to lay their demands for relief before Congress. A sizable 

^Bush, pp. 83-84. Having shot Hardin in the back, 
Selman was acquitted on the rather strange plea of self-
defense. He was defended by Albert B. Fall. White, 
p. 333. 
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segment of Coxey's Army was organized in Los Angeles, 

California, by Lewis C. Fry, and on March l6, 1894, the 

men set out on foot for the east coast, although they 

soon illegally boarded a Southern Pacific freight train 

to speed their Journey. Rumors of possible looting and 

destruction at the hands of the unemployed caused the 

citizens of El Paso to request that Governor James Hogg 

call in Federal troops for protection, but he confidently 

declfiured that the state would be able to handle any 

249 problems that might arise. ^ 

The train carrying Fry and seven hundred of his 

followers arrived in El Paso on March 22, and the men 

were fed and allowed to camp overnight at the city hall. 

But because the railroads held back suitable trains, the 

250 
Jobless spent the next two days camped by the tracks. 

They finally boarded another Southern Pacific freight, 

again without paying their fares, and resumed their jour

ney on March 25. Twenty miles west of Sierra Blanca, at 

Finlay switch, trainmen uncoupled the cars bearing the 

Illegal passengers and left them stranded with no food or 

water. Alarmed by this inhumane act and encouraged by 

rising indignation in the state. Governor Hogg Informed 

^Donald L. McMurry, Coxey's Army (Boston: Little, 
Brown, and Co., 1929). p. 132. 

^^^Webb and Carroll, Vol. I, p. 430. 
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the Southern Paoifio officials that since they had brought 

the "Army" into Texas, they would be responsible for 

251 

taking it out. -̂  While the Governor and railroad offi

cials sparred, the men remained in the wilderness fed with 

beeves provided by benevolent ranchers and food sent from 

El Paso. Three days elapsed before the people of El Paso 

raised enough money for a train of five coaches and two 

baggage cars to take the men to San Antonio. Then, after 

a stop in Austin and several changes of trains. Fry and 

his army were finally railroaded out of the state on the 

last day of March. They arrived in Washington weeks after 

Coxey's demonstration. 

The other incident concerned a boxing match. Robert 

Fitzsimmons, heavyweight champion in I896, was challenged 

to defend his title against Peter Maher. Throughout the 

United States, however, public sentiment was ranged 

against prize fighting, and promoter Dan Stuart was hard 

pressed to locate a suitable site for the match. Finally, 

El Paso was selected because of the tolerant attitude 

toward extralegal affairs vrhlch was believed to exist 

there. The place having been set, writers began arriving 

three weeks before the scheduled February date, and 

Western Union Installed nine additional lines to provide 

fast news coverage for what possibly was billed as the 

^^^McMurry, p. 135. 
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fight of the century. ^ Unfortunately, when the com

batants arrived in El Paso, they were informed that 

neither that oity nor Juarez would allow the contest to 

be held. A large force of Texas Rangers was on hand to 

make certain that no "pugilistic encounter for money, or 

betting, or admission fees" took place. Having no other 

recourse, the fighters and their followers boarded two 

Southem Pacific trains on February 21, rode to Langtry, 

and under the auspices of Judge Roy Bean, held the match 

on an island in the middle of the Rio Grande. The outcome 
of the much publicized encounter—Fitzsimmons in 58 

253 
seconds of the first round. 

These Incidents, though relatively non-violent, 

served to confirm the wild reputation with which western 

Texas was saddled. And although the Rangers and local 

officials were constantly guarding against lawless 

activity, there were still reports of cattle rustling 

and an occasional train holdup after the turn of the cen

tury. The major source of trouble, however, was across 

the Rio Grande in Mexico. 

The revolutions in Mexico from 1911 to 1920 created 

confusion and disorder all along the Texas border. During 

^^^Cleofas Calleros, SI Paso--Then and Now (El Paso, 
Texas: American Printing Company, 195^). P* 33. 

253, V/hlte, p. 272. 
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the first few years, the Trans-Pecos had its share of 

problems, for Panoho, Villa was a frequent visitor to the 

border towns of Ojlnaga and JuSrez. In three separate 

instances, his trips to these towns resulted in the 

turmoil of full-scale battles after which many refugees 

escaped across the Rio Grande. Following the capture of 

Ojlnaga in 1914, over 4,000 ousted soldiers, women, and 

children fled to Texas and were subsequently taken to 

El Paso for detention.^^^ General John J. Pershing 

arrived at Port Bliss later that year to strengthen the 

post, and as a result of Villa's raid on Columbus, New 

Mexico, in 19l6, Pershing launched his fruitless expedi

tion into Mexico pursuing the elusive revolutionary 

leader. 

By this time, however, events directly affecting the 

Trans-Pecos had taken a serious turn. Previously the 

revolutionaries, and those posing as such, had derived 

substantial profits by seizing cattle in northern Mexico 

and selling them in Texas. The small town of Lajitas, 

down river from Presidio, became a prominent point of 

entry. On a sand-duned Island in the middle of the Rio 

Grande, wary Mexicans and Americans squatted on boot heels 

before a weighted handkerchief, stacking gold coins in the 

254 Madison, pp. 55-56. 
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bargaining process for the herds.^^ But four years of 

this constant trade disposed of most of the Mexican cattle 

and any other movable goods; with little left to steal, 

revolutionary hands began regular raids into the Trans-

Pecos. Supposedly the Federal Government had taken 

suffioient precautions to prevent such disturbances. Camp 

Marfa had been established in 1911 and was presently 

manned by elements of the Sixth Cavalry under Colonel J. A. 
256 

Gaston. And in addition to the forces at Fort Bliss, 

Federal troops were also posted at Lajitas. These sol

diers were rarely able to prevent raids, however, for the 

bandits planned their incursions carefully and made effi

cient use of the protective cover of the mountains to 

shield their advance. 

Most of the ranches and many of the villages along 

the border were raided at one time or another during this 

period, but perhaps the most daring attack was against 

the Lucas Brite ranch on Christmas Day, 1917. At dawn 

that morning, forty-five bandits attacked the ranch head

quarters located in an area seemingly protected by 

surrounding mountains. The outlaws killed three people 

at the ranch and were leaving with stolen supplies, 

horses, and saddles before Brite, who was residing in 

25^Ibid., p. 123. 

^^^Shlpman, p. 157-
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Marfa, could be Informed of the raid. V/hen the news was 

received, he had little trouble enlisting aid; soldiers. 

Rangers, and armed civilians climbed Into private cars 

and rapidly made their vray to the ranch. They followed 

the raiders' trail into the mountains before finally 

losing them. Having learned a costly lesson, Brite after

wards built a substantial fort and Installed a powerful 

searchlight and a machine gun "to make a prolonged stay 
257 

of undesirables uncomfortable." 

Disturbances of this nature were of great Importance 

to inhabitants in the southern Trans-Pecos and almost 

completely overshadowed the period of United States 

Involvement in the international struggle of World War I. 

But the region vras not entirely untouched. The combina

tion of the Mexican revolutions, President Wilson's 

Mexican policy, border raids along the length of the Rio 

Grande, and the ominous Zimmerman note resulted in a 

strong military border patrol during the v/ar. Approxi

mately 60,000 troops of various National Guard units were 

258 
stationed In and around El Paso until early 1917. Mer
cury production was stepped up to meet the Increased 

^^"^Ibid. , p. 156. 

^Thomlinson , p . 34. See a l so Roger Batchelder , 
V/atchlng and V/altlng on the Border (Boston: Houghton 
Miff l in Co. , 1 9 1 7 r ^ 
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demands for munitions. Biggs Field (later Biggs Air Force 

Base) was established near Fort Bliss, and shortly after 

the war, the Army constructed the William Beaumont 

General Hospital also adjacent to the fort. 

The end of the European war marked the beginning of 

a period of restive peacefulness on the broad interna

tional scene, but antagonisms between Mexicans and 

Americans in the Trans-Pecos continued. In addition to 

the persistent raids from across the border, another 

problem was self-imposed by the Americans with the passage 

of national prohibition In 1919. The Rio Grande during 

the prohibition years " . . . was the only river in the 
259 

world that was dry on one side and wet on the other." 

Bootleggers regularly crossed Into Texas with tequllla, 

sotol, or mescal in pig bladders or goatskin bags and, 

having made their way to a place of safety, bottled their 

contraband and sold it for as much as ten dollars per 

quart. Profits were good, but the business dangerous. 

Often the smugglers, when discovered crossing the river 

by American officers, dropped the cumbersome bags into 

the water and sought escape from the consequent rain of 

bullets—not all were successful. Certainly, natives of 

Mexico were not the only bootleggers, but that the 

259Bush, p. 254. 
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Industry was based south of the border and was not 

checked by the Mexican officials created no good will 

between governments. 

The entire question of Illegal entry, smugglers or 

otherwise, was also a worrisome problem. The local peo

ple involved were probably satisfied with the situation, 

for the Americans were provided a source of cheap labor 

and the Mexican workers were housed, fed, and paid on a 

scale above that in Mexico. Immigration officials, on the 

other hand, were troubled. In 1924 the Border Patrol was 

established to aid in preventing illegal border crossings. 

While the organization was not able to halt completely the 

travel of the "wetbacks," it did tighten the control on 

unlawful Immigration and proved to be extremely unpopular 

among the Mexicans. In one Instance, reported in 1929. 

the assistant chief of the Border Patrol was brutally 

killed fifteen miles below Presidio while attempting to 
260 

arrest two aliens. Mexicans continued to slip across 

the river, however, and were almost always hired by 

willing ranchers or miners. As one mining official at 

Shafter stated, "We were looking for workers; we weren't 
261 

concerned with immigration." The practice continues 

still. 

26O1. p. wixon, "'Honor First,' Immigration Border 
Patro]," Voice of the Mexican Border, I (April-May, 
1934), 319-321. 

26linterview. 
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Problems In the Trans-Pecos were dwarfed by the 

international conflict of the Second World V/ar. This time 

western Texas played a more active role. Demands for ores 

produced in the region v;ere again Increased. Fort Bliss 

had become the home of the First Cavalry Division earlier 

and during the war was a center for anti-aircraft artll-

lery training. The Pecos Army Air Field was established 

in 1942 and was used for basic and later advanced flight 

training. Fort Stockton Field was also established that 

year for primary flight instruction. Camp Marfa, renamed 

Fort D. A. Russell in 1930, had survived a temporary 

abandonment and housed two chemical warfare battalions and 

a guard detachment of military police. It also served as 
263 

a camp for German prisoners of war. 

After the war. Fort Russell, the Pecos Air Field, and 

Fort Stockton Field were deactivated, but Fort Bliss con

tinued to grow. From its original 1,265 acres, the post 

expanded to a military reservation of over one million 

acres in Texas and New Mexico and was also redesignated as 

an anti-aircraft and guided missile center. Biggs Field 

vras annexed to the fort only a few years ago and witnessed 

^̂ T̂̂ ebb and Carroll, Vol. I, pp. 620-621. 

^^^Ibld., Vol. II, p. 623. 
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the establishment of the German Air Force Air Dfefense 

School, the first foreign military base on United States 
.1 264 soil. 

Seemingly, the events in the Trans-Pecos during the 

early twentieth century were associated with violence in 

one form or another. These uneasy times fortunately were 

balanced by periods of prosperity and growth which have 

continued to the present. 

Within the first two decades of this century, the 

Trans-Pecos assumed its present governmental shape with 

the creation of three counties. In 1905 Terrell County 

was created from southeastern Pecos County and organized 

with Sanderson as its county seat. Development came slowly 

In that area despite the aid of the railroad and only 

after 1905 did Sanderson begin to grow. A large section 

of eastern El Paso County was cutoff by the state legis

lature in 1911 to form Culberson County. In 1912 it was 

forn-.ally organized with the county seat at Van Horn. The 

final county created v;as also carved from El Paso County. 

In 1917 Hudspeth County was formed and Sierra Blanca 

became its seat of government. (See Figure 7») 

Further development was evidenced by the establish

ment of two schools of higher learning west of the Pecos. 

In 1914 the State School of Mines and Metallurgy, created 

264 
Texas Almanac, I967, p. 652. 
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by the Texas legislature the previous year, was opened 

at El Paso, housed in curious but not altogether Incon-
265 

gruous Tlbetlan-styled buildings. By 1917 the school 

had been moved to a new campus northvrest of the city. Two 

years later it became the College of Mines and Metallurgy 

and was added to the University of Texas system. Legis

lation in 1949 changed the name of the school to Texas 

Western College of the University of Texas and again in 

1967 to the University of Texas at El Paso. The other 

school, smaller but nonetheless Important to the region, 

was established at Alpine In 1917 after persistent work by 

ranchman J. D. Jackson. On June l4, 1920, Sul Ross State 
266 

Normal College first opened its doors to students. It, 

too, undenient changes in names; after 1923 It was called 

Sul Ross State Teachers College, and it is presently 

known as Sul Ross State College. 

A related educational institution, though dedicated 

more to research than teaching, McDonald Observatory was 

begun in 1933 and officially opened on May 5, 1939. 

The facility, constructed on Mt. Locke In the Davis Moun

tains, was made possible by the bequest of William J. 

McDonald to the University of Texas and the donation of 

^^^Webb and Carroll, Vol. II, pp. 766-767. 

^^^Ibld., p. 684. 

^̂ "̂ Ibld., pp. 109-110. 
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land by Mrs. Violet Locke Mclvor, granddaughter of the 

pioneer settler G. S. Locke. Success in the project was 

assured by a thirty-year agreement betvreen the University 

of Texas and the University of Chicago, whereby the Texas 

school would build the observatory while the University of 

Chicago would provide initial leadership and direction. 

The current complex, known as the University of Texas 

McDonald Observatory at Mt. Locke, has two major tele

scopes, and in an area reminiscent of frontier America, it 

Is actively engaged in the Federal space program and 

research into the depths of outer space. 

The vestiges of the American frontier in the area 

near McDonald and in other parts of the Trans-Pecos also 

attracted national attention. Preservation of three 

significant locales assigned to the National Park Service 

began in 1935 with the act authorizing the establishment 
268 

of Big Bend National Park. The 700,000 acre park with 

its desert plains, mountain heights, and lofty canyon 

walls was finally established In 1943 when Texas deeded 

the land to the United States. Big Bend became the first 

national park In the state. A second area of Interest 

was the old post site at Fort Davis. The fort had been 

abandoned in I89I, but the work of private individuals had 

268 Ibid., Vol. I, pp. 156-157. 
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prevented the deterioration of many of the buildings.^^ 

A movement led by several local citizens finally culmi

nated in a bill signed by President John F. Kennedy in 

September, I96I, authorizing the purchase of the fort. 

With the transfer of deed in late 1962, Fort Davis 

National Historic Site became part of the National Park 

System. The third of the frontier regions in the Trans-

Pecos was the Guadalupe Mountain area. The purchase of 

these lands of mountain and canyon wilderness was approved 

by an act signed by President Lyndon B. Johnson in I966. 

Acquisition of the property was hampered by a shortage of 

270 Federal funds and has yet to be completed. V/hen 

finally established, Guadalupe Mountains National Park 

will offer an excellent example of the untrampled frontier 

of western Texas. 

Some regions of the Trans-Pecos have been tamed, hoii-

ever, and in some previously arid wastes, modern irriga

tion practices have permitted the establishment of farms. 

Riverine irrigation, of course, existed in western Texas 

from the time of the Indians and was the accepted method 

for much of the land along the course of the Rio Grande 

^Bryan Wildenthal, "Barry Scobee," West Texas 
Historical and Scientific Society Publication, No. 3 
(September 1, 1963), PP- 10-12. 

^'^^"Actlon Needed on Guadalupe Park Land This Year or 
Price Will Go Higher," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, April 24, 
1968, p. 16-A. 
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from El Paso to Presidio. Construction of the Elephant 

Butte Dam in New Mexico in I916 Insured the continued use 

of Rio Grande water for irrigation in the El Paso area. 

But the use of underground water deposits to produce 

agricultural crops in the Trans-Pecos was a rather late 

Innovation. The earliest recorded attempts with this type 

of irrigated farming occurred in the Fort Stockton area of 

Pecos County in 1877; approximately 8,000 acres were under 

cultivation at that time. ^^ However, In 1948 and 1949 

the discovery of ground water supplies in southern 

Culberson and eastern Hudspeth counties resulted in a 

sudden Increase In farming In those areas. Below Van Horn, 

Lobo Valley blossomed and produced the county's first bale 

of cotton in 1949. Dell City, near the Texas-New Mexico 

line and west of the Guadalupe range, began to flourish 

with crops of cotton and alfalfa. By I967 over 40,000 

acres were under irrigation, and the new town had been 

Incorporated. 

While advances in education, scientific research, and 

agricultural methods had begun to give new prominence to 

the Trans-Pecos in the mid-twentieth century, three events 

served as a capstone for the problems and prosperity of 

the region. One of the problems concerned the Tlgua 

Indians of El Paso County. The Indians had been brought 

"̂̂ •̂ Webb and Carroll, Vol. I, p. 633. 
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to the area by the Spanish after the Pueblo revolt of I68O 

and were located in the Ysleta del Sur settlement. After 

almost 300 years, these Indians still lived in the El Paso 

area and still retained their cultural identity despite 

continued contact with Anglo-Americans. Many of the 

Tlguas ovnied their own. plots of land from which they 

wrested a meager living, but their survival was threatened 

when the Ysleta area was recently Incorporated by El Paso 

and the Indians were forced to pay higher city taxes. 

Although some were able to sell their lands at good prices, 

the economic pressure threatened to destroy the tribe's 

pattern of life. In recognition of the surviving culture 

and of the distraught conditions of the Tlguas, the state 

of Texas accepted them as a Texas Indian Tribe and placed 

them under the trusteeship of the Commission for Indian 

Affairs on the condition that the United States Government 
272 

would transfer that responsibility to the state. 

Public Law 90-287 was subsequently signed by President 

Johnson on April 12, 1968, and Texas had its second Indian 

tribe. V/ork vras then initiated to alleviate the poverty 

found In the Tlgua Indian Community and to plan means to 

make the Indians self-sufficient. 

'̂'̂ Texas Commission for Indian Affairs, "Tlgua 
History," Tlgua Indian Community, Texas, 1968, p. M-. 
(Mimeographed.) 
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Another problem Involved the elusive nature of the 

Rio Grande boundary between the United States and Mexico. 

In 1852 William H. Emory and his Mexican counterpart 

Jose Salazar y Larregul^ had successfully charted the river 

border, but subsequent stream flow and periodic flooding 

resulted in continual fluctuations of the river channel. 

To aid in determining a reliable dividing line, the United 

States and Mexico signed the Treaty of 1884 in v;hlch, 

according to the normally accepted principles of interna

tional law, the boundary was to follow the center of the 

normal channel when the river moved by a process of accre

tion or gradual erosion. Sudden shifts in the river's 

course, however, would not constitute a change in the 

boundary line. In I889 the International Boundary Commis

sion was established to administer the treaty and was 

later given jurleviction over flood control, the ellmlna-

273 
tion of cutoffs, and river rectification problems. 

V/lth these powers, the commission was able to settle a 

great number of questions regarding the Rio Grande 

boundary, but one dispute fitfully evaded solution. 

A small 630-acre strip of land between El Paso and 

Juarez had been formed during a period of heavy flooding 

by the Rio Grande which shifted the course of the river 

to the south by 1864. The tract, knoim as El Chamlzal, 

2'̂ 3yet)b and Carroll, Vol- I, p. 889. 
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was initially a local problem, but a provisional settle

ment by the InternatJ.onal Boundary Commission in 1894 was 

challenged by the Mexican government, and the question was 

given a new dimension. Additional complications developed 

three years later v̂ hen a local project to straighten the 

river channel between El Paso and Juarez created Co'rdova 

Island, a 386-acre land area situated on the American side 

of the Rio Grande but retained by Mexico. Ironically, 

this cooperative and mutually beneficial endeavor to pre

vent flooding actually Increased tensions by allowing 

Americans to move into the Chamlzal and by creating a 

Mexican enclave in SI Paso which became an excellent 

274 
operating base for smugglers. 

By 1910 the boundary controversy at El Paso had 

entangled the national governments of the United States 

and Mexico. In that year a treaty of arbitration was 

signed authorizing a three-man commission to settle the 

problem. In 1911 Fernando Beltran y Puga of Mexico, 

Anson Mills of the United States, and the presiding com

missioner Eugene Lafleur of Canada met to decide "solely 

and exclusively as to whether the International title to 

^Donald W. Peters, "The Rio Grande Boundary Dispute 
in American Diplomacy," Southwestern Historical Quarterly, 
LIV (April, 1951). 419. 
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the Chamlzal tract is in the United States or in 
275 

Mexico." The discussions revolved around the termi-

nology used in defining the manner In which the Rio Grande 

had changed course, and because no agreement could be 

reached, the award of the commission divided the tract 

between the tv;o nations. The decision, ultimately accepted 

by Mexico, v:as rejected by the United States on the 

grounds that it violated all previous International codes 

relating to vrater boundaries. Arbitration having failed, 

suggestions ranging from territorial exchange to outright 

purchase x̂ ere offered, but "every effort to deal with this 

highly perplexing problem bogged down in the sands of the 

shifting river or in the conflicts of diplomacy and 
276 

national self-interest." 

The impasse persisted until I963 when President John 

P. Kennedy and President Lopez Mateos finally reached a 

compromise. The decision as announced by President 

Kennedy was " . . . a diplomatic or practical, not a legal 

277 
disposition of the problem." Among the terms of the 

settlement, Mexico vms to receive 366 acres of the 

Chamlzal area plus 71 acres of land east of Cordova 

^"^^Gladys Gregory, "The Chamlzal Settlement; A View 
from El Paso," Southwestern Studies, I (Summer, 1963). 12. 

"̂̂ Îbid. . p. 12. 

^̂ "̂ Ibld. , pp. 39-40. 
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Island; the island Itself would be equally divided with 

each nation receiving 193 acres; and to prevent future 

problems, the Rio Grande was to be relocated in a 

concrete-lined channel. Both governments accepted the 

compromise and Initiated the work necessary for implemen

tation. On December 13, 1968, President Lyndon B. Johnson 

and President Gustavo Diaz Ordaz detonated a small explo

sive charge shifting the Rio Grande to its new course and 

amicably ending a century-old problem. ' 

Finally, a hint of new prosperity has developed in 

the northeastern Trans-Pecos. The Culberson sulphur 

field, bounded by Pecos in Reeves County, Van Horn in 

southwest Culberson County, and Carlsbad, New Mexico, 

holds promise of new wealth for the area. Already Pecos 

is becoming an orderly and law-abiding Image of earlier 

boom to/ms. Plans are on the boards for a sixty-five 

million dollar sulphur processing plant In Culberson 

County; bonds have been passed to construct roads from 

Pecos to the plant site so that the city will be the head

quarters for the corporation; pipeline projects are 

underway; and a recently passed city ordinance provides 

for the construction of a railroad spur from the Texas and 

"New River Channel Ends Ancient Rift," Lubbock 
Avalanche-Journal, December l4, 1968, pp. 1 and l^-A. 
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279 Pacific tracks. Clearly the discovery of sulphur 

portends great economic benefits for the area. 

But for all the past activity in the Trans-Pecos— 

Indian, Spanish, Mexican, American—the region has changed 

very little. The land is still sparsely settled, except 

at El Paso where the trade and commerce of the modem 

world pass across the counters of Texas' fifth largest 

city. The aridity of the region has been challenged, but 

not conquered. The Mexlcsm Influence Is heavy, as Spanish 

surnames and accents are prevalent throughout the region. 

The Federal Government is again providing leadership in 

giving the Trans-Pecos new exposure through the three 

areas under National Park Service direction. Ranching 

is still a major business and serves to perpetuate the 

frontier aspect of the cowboy. Most of the earlier mining 

towns which were born In a hurry are now slowly crumbling 

away. And the mountains remain. 

279t:pecos New Boom Tovm Due to Sulphur Rush," Lubbock 
Avalanche-Journal, February 23, 1969, P- H - C 



CHAPTER VIII 

GUIt)E TO HISTORIC SITES 

With the present trend toward more leisure, and the 

subsequent Increased demand for recreational facilities, 

the Importance of providing interesting and educational 

interpretations of historical events is evident. For 

despite complaints of classroom dullness, history holds a 

fascination for many people. Thus, there has arisen a new 

opportunity and challenge for historians to convey the 

history of a site to the traveling and vacationing public. 

Since 1935 the leader in the field of historical 

preservation and interpretation has been the National Park 

Service. It has access to vast research materials for 

determining authenticity of sites and to skilled crafts

men at the Interpretive Facilities Center in Harpers 

Ferry, West Virginia, for displaying historical events. 

Work done by the National Park Service has become widely 

recognized for its accuracy, quality, and tastefulness. 

More recently, state and local Involvement with his

torical preservation has been encouraged. The Historical 

Preservation Act of I966 was designed to Increase local 

Interest by providing Federal assistance for preservation 

efforts in the states. Guidelines have been set dovm to 

170 
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insure quality work on places of historic Interest within 

the states, and apprpved sites are Included in the pres

tigious National Register of Historic Sites. In this 

manner state and local history has new Importance and 

hopefully will be carefully interpreted and preserved. 

In Texas, as in many other states, the primary method 

of interpretation has been by means of historical markers. 

Although an increasing amount of exploration, restoration, 

and creative interpretation has been done in the state, 

the use of roadside markers is still widely practiced. 

This guide to historic sites in the Trans-Pecos 

locates the marked as v;ell as a few unmarked sites within 

the region. To facilitate an orderly presentation of the 

various points of historic Interest, it was necessary to 

establish some criteria for determining site significance. 

Three categories were finally decided upon. The A classi

fication represents primary sites: those which have 

national or state Importance and those which represent a 

major theme in the development of the regional history. 

In all cases these sites have adequate physical remains 

and lend themselves well to Interpretation. Secondary 

sites, those in the B classification, are Important 

regionally, have some state-wide significance, and are 

generally only geographical sites of past events. Scenic 

areas are also Included in this group. The C classifi

cation contains sites of purely local Importance. 
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Sites within each of these classifications have been 

arranged according to a basic format. The site Is named 

and is followed by a number corresponding to a figure on 

the map found at the end of each county list. Then the 

location of the site is given, often in relation to road

ways. In such Instances, one or more abbreviations are 

used: I., for Interstate highway; U.S., for United States 

highway; State, for state highway; P.M., for farm-to-market 

road; and R.R., for ranch road. The site location is 

succeeded by the type of marker utilized. "Centennial" 

and "Centennial Grave" refer to markers erected by the 

state in 1936 during the centennial celebration of Texas 

Independence. "Confederate" denotes those markers com

memorating sites or persons of importance during the Civil 

War. "Building Medallion" and "Official State" apply to 

markers on buildings and at sites designated by the Texas 

State Historical Survey Committee, the official state 

agency for historical marking and preservation. "Private, 

State-Approved" indicates markers which have been placed 

through private initiative and approved by the Historical 

Survey Committee. This information on site location and 

markers Is given for all sites in the three categories. 

However, A and B site descriptions also Include historical 

summaries pertaining to those sites, and each site in 

Class A has an additional paragraph for interpretive 

suggestions. 
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It is realized that any such arrangement must be 

arbitrary and that some sites which have paramount impor

tance to the locality involved may appear to be slighted. 

Not all of the counties have sites listed in each cate

gory. However, the intention here is not to degrade but 

rather to attempt objective organization. The list of 

sites, grouped by counties, follows. 
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Brewster County 

Site Classification A 

Terllngua (1) 

Located west of Big Bend National Park; marked on 
R.R. 170 at the turn-off to the townslte. Type of 
Marker: Private, State-Approved 

The discovery of cinnabar here in I892 brought sudden 

prosperity to the region and soon created this mining town. 

The Chlsos Mining Company, ovmed by Howard E. Perry, was 

the controlling factor in the town from 1902 until the 

properties were sold in 1943- The mercury produced from 

the mines was used In manufacturing munitions, drugs, etc. 

during both vrorld vrars. By 1946 prices for mercury 

declined and production at the mines ceased. Terllngua is 

now a ghost town with fewer than twenty residents. 

This site portrays a regional theme of mining, and as 

a once major area for the production of cinnabar, it is of 

state as well as national importance. It is easily acces

sible from Big Bend National Park. Most of the to\-m still 

remains as crumbling adobe buildings and affords authentic 

appeal as a ghost tovm. The most Important suggestion for 

the Interpretation of Terllngua is the stabilization of 

the ruins to maintain the deserted, romantic atmosphere of 

the tovm. The interior of the company store might be con

verted to a visitor center; the old Perry home, resembling 

a hotel, could be made available to the public, and a room 
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or two might be restored. Tours through the mines should 

be continued and could be enhanced by a display area there 

illustrating graphically and with models the actual mining 

process. At one time It was suggested that Terllngua 

become a state park; it is recommended that this sugges

tion be Implemented. 

Marathon Railroad Station (2) 

Located in Marathon. Type of Marker: Unmarked at 
present 

Marathon vias created beside the tracks of the Southem 

Pacific in 1882 and was supposedly named by surveyor A. E. 

Sheppard because the site reminded him of Marathon, 

Greece. During the height of activity at the mercury 

mines to the south, Marathon became an active railhead for 

the area. It vms and Is a center for sheep and cattle 

enterprises in the county. 

The actual site of Marathon is of no extraordinary 

historical significance, but it offers an opportunity for 

Interpreting the all-important railroad Industry in the 

Trans-Pecos. This station site vms chosen over others 

primarily for its location on the vrell-traveled U.S. 385 

to Big Bend Matlonal Park and because the station Itself— 

a yellovf, v70oden structure—is likely to be destroyed and 

replaced by a new building. The old station could be con

verted Into a museum devoted to the influence of the 
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railroad on Trans-Pecos development. The three' lines 

Texas and Pacific, Southern Pacific, and Santa Fe--should 

all be Included in the interpretation. Perhaps a short 

line of track could be set aside nearby for a locomotive 

and several coach cars of 1880 vintage to be displayed. 

Solfs Ranch (3) 

Located on a plateau south of Talley Mountain In Big 
Bend National Park. Type of Marker: Unmarked at 
present 

This cattle ranch was established in 1881 by a Mexican 

stockinan named Don Martl'n Solfs. He moved into the area 

just at the time the present cattle Industry in the Trans-

Pecos vms being formed. 

Again, the site involved is not particularly of over

whelming Importance, but it does provide an excellent 

location for interpretation of the Trans-Pecos cattle 

industry. The Solfs Ranch site vras chosen because it Is 

abandoned and because it lies vrlthln the boundaries of Big 

Bend National Park. Hov̂ ever, it is not presently con

nected vrlth the circulation system in the park. Sugges

tions here Include the construction of an access road to 

the area and the restoration and/or stabilization of the 

adobe buildings at the site. Making full use of the excel

lent Interpretive work of the National Park Service, the 

ranch site could add historic Interest to an area of 

scenic appeal. A small herd of longhorns and Herefords 
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might be located in the area, and an informative exhibit 

in one of the buildings could show the various aspects of 

cattle ranching, with special emphasis on practices and 

problems associated with the industry in the Trans-Pecos. 

Site Classification B 

Burgess Water Hole (4) 

Located on northeastern edge of Alpine; now known as 
Kokernot Spring. Type of Marker: Centennial 

This watering place was widely known by all manner of 

travelers through the area. The spring was on an old 

Indian salt trail and probably on the route of Antonio de 

Espejo in 1582. Juan Domfnguez de Mendoza chose the site 

for his camp In l684 and named it San Lorenzo. The spring 

was later called Charco de Alsate, for the Apache chief 

Alsate; La Brocha, Spanish for brush or loaded dice; and 

finally Burgess' V/ater Hole, for John Burgess. He and 

other freighters made the site a regular stopping place 

on the Chihuahua Trail. 

Comanche Trail (5) 

Segment marked forty-tv̂ o miles south of Iferathon on 
U.S. 385, near the entrance to Big Bend National 
Park. Type of Marker: Centennial 

The highway follows the major trail used by Comanche 

Indians on their raids Into Mexico from their homelands on 

the vrestem plains. The vrarrlors entered the Trans-Pecos 
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at Horsehead Crossing, rode to Comanche Springs' (Fort 

Stockton), turned south to pass through Persimmon Gap, 

and then crossed into Mexico. Traffic along the trail 

began to decline when the Trans-Pecos posts v;ere built 

in the 1850's and had ended completely by the early 

1870's. The trail was investigated by the military, most 

notably by members of the Camel Corps, and saw limited 

use as a transportation route. 

Fort Pena Colorado (6) 

Some ruins four miles southwest of Marathon. Type of 
Marker: Centennial 

This frontier fort, bearing the Spanish name for red 

rock, was forrally established in 1880. Elements of the 

Twenty-fifth Infantry occupied the site in compliance v̂ ith 

orders from Colonel Benjamin Grlerson, commander of the 

District of the Pecos. The post guarded against the move

ment of Indians, particularly Apaches, into Mexico. In 

1893 Pena Colorado was abandoned after western Texas had 

been cleared of Indians. 

Leonclta Springs (7) 

Located forty-tv;o miles northwest of Marathon. Type 
of I-Iarker: Centennial 

The watering place v̂ as first recorded in l684 when 

Juan Dominguez de Mendoza camped there. In 1857 it became 

the site of a stage stand on the San Antonio-El Paso route 
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through Musquiz Canyon, and in 1859 the site wa& visited 

by a camel train commanded by Lieutenant W. H. Echols. 

Big Bend National Park (8) 

Park headquarters located at Panther Junction, 
seventy miles south of Marathon on U.S. 385. Type of 
Marker: Unmarked at present 

This park of some 780,000.acres in the southern end 

of the Big Bend of the Rio Grande was established in 1943 

as Texas' first national park and at that time was the 

fifth largest of the national parks. Creation of the park 

culminated the efforts of many individuals in the area who 

sought to preserve this land of primitive natural beauty. 

The distinctive terrain, plants, and animals make the park 

one of the state's most unique areas. Points of interest 

include the Chlsos Mountains, the three rugged canyons on 

the Rio Grande—Santa Elena, Marlscal, and Boqulllas—, 

and the vast areas associated with the Chihuahuan desert 

to the south. 

Glen Springs Raid (9) 

Site and possible ruins located southeast of the 
Chlsos Mountains in Big Bend National Park. Type of 
Marker: Unmarked at present 

The settlement of Glen (Glenn) Springs, established 

around a candelllla wax factory, was raided by Mexican 

bandits on May 5, I916. During the attack, three of the 

nine United States soldiers stationed at the settlement 
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were killed and a seven-year-old boy was accidentally shot. 

Glen Springs was one of many settlements which fell victim 

to bandit raids stemming from the revolutionary upheavals 

in Mexico during the early twentieth century. 

Lalitas (10) 

Located on westernmost edge of Big Bend National Park 
on R.R. 170. Type of Marker: Unmarked at present 

This quiet little village on the Rio Grande has seen 

its share of activity. The site at one time was a crossing 

point for the Comanche Trail into Mexico. Later, during 

the Mexicfiui unrest of the twentieth century, Lajitas was 

a major point of entry for Mexican cattle used to finance 

the struggles between revolutionary forces. In 1915 

United States troops were stationed at the village to pro

tect the Big Bend area from Mexican raiders. Lajitas is 

now little more than an area trading post. 

Site Classification C 

Brewster County (11) 

Two miles east of Alpine on U.S. 67-90. Type of 
Marker: Centennial 

Colonel Henry P. Brewster (12) 

Courthouse grounds, Alpine. Type of Marker: Con
federate 
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General Lavrrence Sul Ross (13) 

Sul Ross State College campus, Alpine. Type of 
Marker: Confederate 

Brewster County Courthouse (l4) 

200 6th Street, Alpine. Type of Marker: Building 
Medallion 

City Building (15) 

Alpine. Type of Marker: Building Medallion 

Gage-Van Sickle House (l6) 

109 N. 3rd Street, Alpine. Type of Marker: Building 
Medallion 

Hancock Building (17) 

115 N. 5th Street, Alpine. Type of Î arker: Building 
Medallion 

1'. lethodlst Church (18) 

208 E. Avenue D, Alpine. Type of Marker: Building 
Medallion 

Rltchey Hotel (19) 

102 E. Murphy Avenue, Alpine. Type of Marker: 
Building Medallion 

Old Roman Catholic Church (20) 

102 W. Avenue G, Alpine. Type of Marker: Building 
Medallion 

Alpine (21) 

Tv70 and three-tenths miles east of Alpine on U.S. 67-
90. Type of Marker: Private, State-Approved 



182 

Colonel Lewis Givens Harman (22) 

Intersection of U.S. 385 and U.S. 90 east of 
Marathon. Type of Marker: Confederate 

Old Chambers Hotel (23) 

Marathon. Type of Marker: Building Medallion 

Pioneer School House (24) 

Marathon. Type of Marker: Building Medallion 

Marathon (25) 

One mile east of Marathon on U.S. 385. Type of 
Marker: Private, State-Approved 

Double Mills (26) 

Maravillas Creek, U.S. 385, thirty-five miles south 
of Marathon. Type of Marker: Official State 

Black Gap Wildlife Management Area (27) 

Thirty-eight miles south of Marathon on U.S. 385 at 
Stlllwell-Heath turn-off. Type of Î arker: Private, 
S tat e-Approved 
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eOQUILLAS 

Figure 8. Historic Sites in Brewster 
County 
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Culberson County 

Site Classification A 

Ruins of "The Pinery" or Pine Spring Stage Stand (1) 

Located at Pine Springs on U.S. 62-180. Type of 
Marker: Centennial 

This site was built in 1858 as a station on the 

Butterfleld Overland Mail Route from St. Louis to San 

Francisco. It was abandoned a year later when the line 

was shifted to the better protected Davis Mountains route. 

Later, during campaigns against the Apaches in the 

Guadalupe Mountains, the site was a frequent stopping 

place for United States troops. It was also known to cow

hands in the region and California-bound travelers. 

For its role in early transportation through the 

Trans-Pecos and its location on the Butterfleld Mall 

Route, this site has regional and state significance. 

Situated on the western edge of the newly created 

Guadalupe Mountains National Park, the site Is readily 

accessible by U.S. 62-180. The stone ruins of the station 

and visible v/agon ruts prove the site worthy of interpre

tation. As nearly as possible, the Pinery should be 

restored to its authentic condition, furnished, and 

stocked. Food typical of the fare served to stage coach 

passengers could be provided—with a standard, but limited, 

offering for those less hardy visitors. Displays and maps 
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could be utilized to give the history of the mall line 

and locate its routes. Above all, liberal scenic ease

ments should be employed to preserve the atmosphere at the 

site. 

Site Classification B 

Guadalupe Peak (2) 

Site marked three miles southwest of Pine Springs in 
a roadside park on U.S. 180-62. Type of Marker: 
Private, State-Approved 

Located in the Guadalupe Mountains, this peak rises 

8,751 feet above sea level and is the highest point in 

Texas. Guadalupe Peak, also known as Signal Peak, and 

neighboring El Capltan were well-knovm landmarks on the 

upper or emigrant road to El Paso and later on the Butter

fleld Overland Mall Line. The towering strata are now 

included In the nev; Guadalupe Mountains National Park. 

Van Horn Wells (3) 

Located ten miles south of Van Horn and just west of 
Lobo off U.S. 90. Type of Marker: Centennial 

The spring v:as a site on the lovrer or military road 

to El Paso and later became a stage stand on the San 

Antonlo-San Diego mall line. In 1859 the wells were 

occupied by Captain James J. Van Horn and Company F, 

Eighth United States Infantry, v/hile engaged in protecting 

the California trail. The watering place and the later 

toiim of Van Horn carry his name. 
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Rattlesnake Springs (4) 

Approximately thirty miles north of Van Horn on 
State 54. Type of Marker: Unmarked at present 

This watering place was the site of the last confron

tation between Apache chief Vlctorlo and American troops 

led by Colonel Benjamin Grlerson. On August 6, 1880, 

Grlerson and four cavalry units successfully blocked the 

path of Vlctorlo and his warriors who were attempting to 

journey from their stronghold in Mexico to settlements in 

New Mexico. Faced with defeat here, Vlctorlo retreated 

back into Mexico and v/as killed there two months later. 

The battle vms thus significant In marking the end of 

large-scale Apache forays in the Trans-Pecos. 

Site Classification C 

Culberson County (5) 

One mile v/est of Van Horn on I. 10. Type of Marker: 
Centennial 

Colonel David B. Culberson (6) 

Courthouse grounds. Van Horn. Type of Marker: 
Confederate 

Culberson County Courthouse (7) 

Courthouse square. Van Horn. Type of Marker: 
Building Modallion 

First Presbyterian Church (8) 

Fannin and W. 2nd Streets, Van Horn. Type of Marker: 
Building Medallion 
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Figure 9. H is tor ic Sites in Culberson County 
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El Paso County 

Site Classification A 

Old Fort Bliss (1) 

Four adobe buildings constructed as a replica of the 
original fort, located on the Fort Bliss reservation 
at Sheridan and Pleasanton Roads. Type of Marker: 
Official State 

When flooding necessitated relocation of the fort in 

1868, the Magoffinsville site on Hugh Stephenson's ranch 

(Concordia) was selected. After a brief abandonment In 

1877, Fort Bliss became a permanent fixture In the El Paso 

area. In I88O land was purchased at Hart's Mill and the 

troops were moved again. But by I883 the tracks of the 

Santa Fe and the Southern Pacific railroads cut across the 

post grounds. Finally, in 1893 the present site was pur

chased and occupied. The post played an Important role 

during both world v/ars and continues to be an active 

military base specializing as the Army Air Defense Center. 

The reservation of more than one million acres also 

Includes Biggs Field and William Beaumont General 

Hospital. 

This site is already depicted in its frontier charac

ter by the adobe buildings; emphasis should also be placed 

on its role as a twentieth century installation. Of past 

regional and present national significance. Fort Bliss is 

readily accessible from the city of El Paso. 
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Opportunities for increased Interpretation of the fort's 

modem role are limited by the continued use of the site. 

But the site of unfolding history is as important, 

although not as readily appreciated, as events more 

remote in time. Care should be taken not to overlook the 

historical significance of modern developments at the 

fort. 

Chamlzal National Memorial (2) 

Located in southern El Paso on land transferred to 
the United States by Mexico. Type of Marker: 
Unmarked at present 

The area of land known as El Chamlzal was created in 

the l860's by a period of heavy flooding along the Rio 

Grande. It soon became the subject of an intricate interna

tional dispute between Mexico and the United States con

cerning the legal ownership of the land. The problem was 

finally solved in 1963 when President John P. Kennedy and 

President Lopez Mateos arrived at a settlement. In addi

tion to dividing the disputed tract between the two 

nations, the high-level agreement specified that a 

concrete-lined channel be built for the Rio Grande to pre

vent future problems. 

This amicable settlement of a long-standing problem 

is to be commemorated in the Chamlzal National Memorial. 

Under the able direction of the National Park Service, a 

visitor center with a small museum and an audio-visual 
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auditorium is being constructed on 54.9 acres of the land 

received by the United States in the 1963 treaty. A major 

feature of the interpretive program will be a thirty-

minute film on the history of the boundary surveys along 

the international border and the development of the 

International Boundary and Water Commission, as well as the 

Chamlzal settlement. Coordination xflth the Mexican 

government in the project will extend the theme of inter

national cooperation depicted at the site. If previous 

standards of excellence are maintained by the National 

Park Service, the memorial will offer an extremely inter

esting and informative picture of diplomatic history. 

Mission Corpus Chrlstl de la Ysleta (3) 

Reconstructed mission building on U.S. 80 in El Paso 
suburb of Ysleta. Type of Marker: Centennial and 
Official State 

This, the first mission and pueblo in Texas, was 

established in l682 by Antonio de Otermfn and Fray Fran

cisco Ayeta for the Tlgua refugees of the Pueblo Revolt. 

It was initially founded as San Antonio de la Ysleta; the 

mission pueblo v;as also knovm as San Lorenzo del Realito, 

Nuestra Senora del Carmen, and San Antonio de los Tlguas. 

This is also reputed to be Texas' oldest perm-anent 

settlement. 

Within easy d-̂ ivlng distance of El Paso, the Ysleta 

mission is Included on a Mission Valley route mapped out 
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by the El Paso Chamber of Commerce. Interpretive sugges

tions here are limited because the building Is still in 

use. However, it might be possible to have modern Tlgua 

Indians serve as guides at the site or, at the very least, 

to have mimeographed sheets available giving the history 

of the mission for visitors. 

Socorro (4) 

Marked at restored mission in Socorro. Type of 
Marker: Centennial 

The mission and pueblo of Nuestra Senora de la 

Concepcion del Socorro were originally founded in Mexico 

south of Ysleta in 1682 by Oterraln and Ayeta follov/lng 

the Pueblo Revolt. Settled with Plro, Tano, and Jemez 

Indians, the pueblo was moved closer to Ysleta in I683 

because of an Indian uprising. A flood in the early nine

teenth century shifted the Rio Grande to the south and the 

village became part of Texas. The toT-m of Socorro was 

built on the ruins of the old settlement. The mission 

Itself v/as also knovm as Purlsima Concepcion del Socorro 

and as Socorro del Sur. 

This site is also on the Mission Valley route and is 

thus readily accessible. Socorro, as Ysleta, portrays the 

early Spanish period in Trans-Pecos history. Here, too, 

continued use hinders extensive Interpretation, but a 

mimeographed history could be made available for tourists 

vrlth no great difficulty. 
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Presidio Chapel of San Elizario (5) 

Building in San Elizario, still in use. Type of 
Marker: Offlcl'sa State 

The chapel for the San Elizario presidio was founded 

in 1777 to serve the military garrison and new settlement. 

Preserved by continued use, the chapel illustrates the 

architecture employed In Spanish religious buildings of 

the late eighteenth century. 

A final site on the El Paso Chamber of Commerce 

mission route, San Elizario is representative of what 

might be termed the middle Spanish period in the Trans-

Pecos. As at the other mission sites, an economically 

prepared history of the site would be In order. It is 

also suggested that citizens and merchants along the 

Mission Valley trail be encouraged to familiarize them

selves with the missions in their vicinity and to direct 

visitors to the sites. 

Hueco Tanks (6) 

Located twenty-eight miles east of El Paso on a 
county road north of U.S. 62-180. Type of Marker: 
Centennial 

This site is marked as one of the most historic spots 

In the Southwest. The tanks are sometimes associated with 

Tlgua Indian legends. Prehistoric Indian pictographs are 

mixed with the signatures of California-bound pioneers on 

the rocks surrounding this famous watering place. 
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Randolph B. Marcy's route, the Neighbors-Ford trail, and 

the Butterfleld Overland Mall Line all passed this site. 

It was briefly a station on the Butterfleld line. 

Hueco Tanks is primarily significant to the portrayal 

of Indian life in the Trans-Pecos. They are situated in a 

county park (soon to come under state jurisdiction) near 

metropolitan El Paso. The mountainous setting at the site 

enhances the pictographs by giving them a sense of real 

permanence. Attempts should be made to authenticate the 

etchings at the tanks and to eliminate. If possible, any 

handiwork of recent campers and picnickers. Precautions 

must be taken to prevent vandalism and destruction of the 

ancient markings. If a visitor center is to be built 

under the direction of the State Parks and V/lldllfe 

Department, it should be located out of sight of located 

vantage points at the tanks, or it should at least blend 

perfectly v/lth the landscape of the area. Parking, too, 

should be concealed, perhaps underground. The idea Is to 

strive to maintain as natural a setting as possible. 

Site Classification B 

El Camlno Real (7) 

Marked in San Jacinto Plaza at El Paso. Type of 
Marker: Centennial 

Tae royal hlghv/ay connecting the widespread kingdoms 

of New Spain passed by this point. This particular branch 
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of the road led northward Into New Mexico, and from 1581 

on, it was followed by all manner of travelers. 

Site of First Fort Bliss (8) 

Located 2900 Magoffin Street In El Paso. Type of 
Marker: Centennial 

In September, 1849. Major Jefferson Van Home and 

elements of the Third U.S. Infantry established the Post 

of El Paso on land leased from William Smith (at about the 

intersection of Main and Santa Fe Streets). The post was 

vacated in 1851, and when the troops returned in 1854, a 

new site was selected--thls time on the property of James 

Miagoffin. It was then named Fort Bliss in honor of 

William W. S. Bliss. The fort passed Into Confederate 

hands during the Civil V/ar, and afterwards in 1868, it was 

moved to higher ground due to flood damage at the previous 

site. 

El Paso del Rio del Norte (9) 

Marked near El Paso on U.S. 80A. Type of Marker: 
Centennial and Official State 

The old pass v/as first named on May 4, 1598, by Don 

Juan de Onate, the captain-general and governor of New 

Mexico. This was and is the lov/cst snow-free route from 

Atlantic to Pacific through the Rocky Mountains. At this 

crossroad of the Southv/est, the cities of Juarez and El 

Paso now prosper. 
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Site of Stage Station (10) 

Located at Overland and El Paso Streets in El Paso. 
Typo of Marker:' Centennial 

The block designated was once a stage station on the 

Southern or Butterfleld Overland Mall Line. El Paso was 

the approximate halfway point in the semi-weekly stage 

run between St. Louis and San Francisco. The mall service 

during the period I858-I861 thus brought new exposure to 

the town. 

Approximate Site of Mission and Pueblo of San Lorenzo (11) 

Marked at Alameda and Pendall Streets in El Paso. 
Type of Marker: Centennial 

This was another of the mission pueblos established 

by Otermfn and Ayeta in l682. It v/as maintained for the 

purposes of civilizing and Christianizing the Zuma (Suma) 

Indians. 

Approximate Site of Mission and Pueblo of San Antonio de 
Seneca (ID ~ — — 

Located two miles northwest of Ysleta on U.S. 80. 
Type of Marker: Centennial 

This complex v/as established by Otermfn and Ayeta in 

1682 for the Plro Indian refugees from New Mexico. In 

1683 the missions in the area were reorganized and Senecu, 

also knoT-m as Senecu del Sur, may have been moved. The 

settlement at Senecu was probably destroyed by an abrupt 
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course change in the Rio Grande in the early nineteenth 

century. 

Tlgua Indian Community (13) 

Located in the Ysleta sector of El Paso. Type of 
Marker: Unmarked at present 

These people, descendants of the Tlgua Indians of the 

Ysleta Pueblo in New Mexico, are members of Texas' second 

official Indian Tribe. In I968 they were recognized by 

the United States government and formally passed to the 

jurisdiction of the state. These Indians are of the same 

tribe for vrhom the Spanish established Mission Corpus 

Chrlstl de la Ysleta del Sur in present Ysleta. Despite 

their continual contact with Hispanic and Anglo stock 

since the sixteenth century, the Tlguas (or Tlwas) still 

maintain many of their tribal customs and ceremonies. 

El Paso Salt War (l4) 

Marked in the town plaza of San Elizario. Type of 
Marked: Centennial 

A dispute concerning public access to and private 

control of the salt lakes west of the Guadalupe Mountains 

began in 1866 and finally erupted in I877 into mob vio

lence and bloodshed having international implications. 

The fighting betv/een the American elements, led by 

Charles Hov/ard, and the Mexican populace in San Elizario 
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and in Mexico was a political struggle which was finally 

reduced to armed conflict. In the major confrontation 

staged in San Elizario, Howard, his friends, and a small 

force of Texas Rangers were besieged in the Rangers' head

quarters and v/ere persuaded to surrender after a five-day 

fight. Howard and tv/o other civilians were executed, and 

the Rangers were forced to leave the town without their 

weapons. A later punitive force from El Paso was unable 

to find the Mexican leaders, and the subsequent Federal 

investigation was unsuccessful in bringing anyone to 

trial. Further incidents of this nature were checked by 

the re-establishment of Fort Bliss in I878. 

Presidio de San Elizario (15) 

Site located in San Elizario. Type of Marker: 
Centennial 

This was the site of the relocated Presidio de 

Nuestra Senora del Pilar y Glorloso Senor San Jose. The 

presidio v/as first established in l682 near Mission 

Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe in present Cludad Juarez, 

Mexico, by Don Domingo Jlronza Petriz de Cruzate. Recom

mendations made by the Marques de Rubf in 1772 caused the 

presidio to be moved to this site below modern El Paso, 

Texas, and the post v/as renamed San Elizario. The settle

ment v/hlch grevx around the presidio carried the same name 

and became the first county seat of El Paso County. The 
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presidio site was occupied by United States troops in 1849 

as an outpost of the Post of El Paso, was abandoned early 

In the Civil War, and regarrlsoned by troops of the 

California Column in 1862. 

Site Classification C 

Captain James W. Magoffin (l6) 

1755 Doniphan Street, El Paso. Type of Marker: 
Confederate 

El Paso (17) 

Grounds of Anthony Tourist Bureau on I. 10 West, El 
Paso. Type of Marker: Confederate 

El Paso County, C.S.A. (18) 

San Jacinto Plaza, Mesa and Mills Streets, El Paso. 
Type of Marker: Confederate 

Fort Bliss, C.S.A. (19) 

Fort Bliss Military Reservation, El Paso. Type of 
Miarker: Confederate 

Old Krause House (20) 

N. Stanton Street, El Paso. Type of Marker: Building 
Medallion 

La Hacienda (21) 

1755 Doniphan Street, El Paso. Type of Marker: 
Building Medallion 

Magoffin House (22) 

1120 Magoffin Avenue, El Paso. Type of Marker: 
Building Medallion 
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Captain James H. White (23) 

Concordia Cemetery, El Paso. Type of Marker: 
Official State ' 

Twelve Historic Plaques (24) 

Scenic Point, Scenic Drive, El Paso. Type of Marker: 
Private, State-Approved 

Fort Bliss Centennial Marker (25) 

San Jacinto Plaza, El Paso. Type of Marker: Private, 
State-Approved 

Presidio de Nuestra Senora del Pilar y Glorloso Senior San 
Jos^ (26) 

Fort Bliss Grounds, El Paso. Type of Marker: 
Private, State-Approved 

Captain Frank Jones (27) 

Two miles northwest of Ysleta on U.S. 80. Type of 
Marker: Centennial 

Mission de Nuestra Senora del Perpetua (28) 

Socorro. Type of Marker: Building Medallion 

Los Portales (29) 

San Elizario. Type of Marker: Building Medallion 
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Figure 10. Historic Sites in El Paso County 
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Hudspeth County 

Site Classification B 

Fort Quitman (1) 

Marked at replica of the fort located ten miles east 
of McNary on I. 10; actual site located on F.M. 192, 
two miles southeast of Junction with F.M. 34. Type 
of Marker: Official State 

Fort Quitman was established as a military post on 

September 28, 1858, named for General John Anthony Quitman, 

and garrisoned by members of the Eighth Infantry Battalion. 

On April 5. l86l, the fort was evacuated and remained 

abandoned until 1868 v/hen it was once again occupied by 

Federal troops. Quitman was permanently abandoned in 

1877, but for several years it served as a cavalry outpost, 

primarily in the Vlctorlo campaign led by Colonel Benjamin 

Grlerson. 

Eagle Springs Stage Stand (2) 

Marked at intersection of old U.S. 80 and F.M. 1111 
in Sierra Blanca; site near Hot Wells, south of 
Allamoore. Type of Marker: Centennial 

This v/as the site of a stage station for coaches and 

wagon trains on the Overland Mall route and later 

Chihuahua Trail. The vicinity was also home for a cavalry 

subpost during Grlerson's Vlctorlo campaign. 
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Fort Hancock (3) 

Ruins located Just west of the tovm of Fort Hancock 
on U.S. 80. Type of Marker: Unmarked at present 

This installation was established In 1882 as a sub-

post of Fort Davis and was named Camp Rice. In 1884 Rice 

became a separate camp. It was described as one of the 

best posts on the frontier after an 1885 inspection, and 

its brick buildings were supplied by a central v/ater 

system—the first such system in western posts. The fort 

was renamed in 1885 for its first commander, General 

Wlnfleld Scott Hancock. In 1895 Fort Hancock was closed— 

the last of the frontier posts in the Trans-Pecos. 

Battle of Quitman Canyon (4) 

Located south-southeast of Sierra Blanca. Type of 
Marker: Unmarked at present 

At a v/ater hole knovm as Tinaja de las Palmas on 

July 30, 1880, Colonel Benjamin H. Grlerson in command of 

a small contingent of troops successfully blocked an 

attempt by Vlctorlo and 150 warriors to travel north 

toward New Mexico. This was the first defeat suffered by 

the Apache chief and foreshadowed his final engagement 

and death in Mexico tv/o and one-half months later. The 

battle thus marked the beginning of the end for large, 

organized Apache raids v/est of the Pecos. 
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Dell City (5) 

Located south of the New Mexico line and just west of 
the Salt Basin, on F.M. 1437. Type of Marker: 
Unmarked at present 

This city did not exist twenty years ago. Discovery 

of vast supplies of underground water In 1949, however, 

caused the site to bloom literally. Irrigation now per

mits the cultivation of over 40,000 acres of previously 

arid wasteland and offers hints of future growth. The 

town has recently been Incorporated. 

Site Classification C 

Benito Martinez (6) 

Fort Hancock High School, Fort Hancock. Type of 
Marker: Official State 

Fort Hancock Mercantile (7) 

On store in Fort Hancock. Type of Marker: Building 
Medallion 

Hudspeth County (8) 

Intersection of old U.S. 80 and P.M. 1111, east of 
Sierra Blanca. Type of Marker: Centennial 

Fort Quitman, C.S.A. (9) 

Courthouse grounds, Sierra Blanca. Type of Marker: 
Confederate 

Hudspeth County Courthouse (10) 

Courthouse grounds. Sierra Blanca. Type of Marker: 
Building Medallion 



Site of Rl Paso Sflit: u^y. (n) 
204 

One mile east of Salt Flats nv, rr Q ^o 
Marker: Centennial on U.S. 62. Type of 
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Figure 11. Historic Sites in Hudspeth County 
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Jeff Davis County 

Site Classification A 

Port Davis National Historic Site (1) 

Located one mile northeast of the tovm of Fort Davis 
on State 17. Type of Marker: Centennial 

On October 7, 1854, Lieutenant Colonel Washington 

Seawell with six companies of the Eighth United States 

Infantry established Fort Davis in a box canyon v/est of 

the present site. The purpose of the fort was to protect 

malls, freighters, and emigrants traveling the San 

Antonlo-El Paso road. The post was named in honor of 

Jefferson Davis, Secretary of War. Fort Davis was aban

doned by Federal troops at the outbreak of the Civil War 

and was reoccupled in I867 at its present site. From this 

time until I885, It was garrisoned by Negro enlisted men 

and v/hlte officers of the Ninth and Tenth U.S. Cavalry 

and the Twenty-fourth and Tv/enty-fIfth U.S. Infantry. 

These troops played an active part in finally clearing the 

Trans-Pecos of dangerous Apaches in I88O-I88I. The fort 

v/as abandoned on July 31, 1891, after a long and active 

career. 

This site illustrates the role of the Federal mili

tary in the early development of the Trans-Pecos. Many of 

the buildings have been restored by the National Park 

Service, and the site is presently rated as one of the 

foremost examples of western forts. Its location midway 
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between two national parks in the region and the nearby 

attractions of Davis Mountains State Park, a scenic moun

tain drive, and McDonald Observatory heighten its visitor 

appeal. Interpretation at the fort Is well In hand, but 

perhaps a little more emphasis could be placed on Fort 

Davis' relationship with the old San Antonlo-El Paso road. 

Also the recorded retreat parade might be annually aug

mented by a full-dress parade at some time during the peak 

tourist season. A detachment of soldiers from Fort Bliss 

might be employed for the parade or even the tovmspeople 

of Fort Davis. As a last note, some attention might be 

given to the methods of restoration used at the site. 

Such technical iratters would have special appeal to many 

visitors and would give them added appreciation for the 

site itself. 

Site Classification B 

Musquiz Ranch (2) 

Ruins located six miles southeast of Fort Davis on 
State 118. Type of Marker: Centennial 

Pioneer rancher Manuel Musquiz moved to this site In 

1854 and established a cattle ranch. During the Civil 

V/ar, Apaches attacked the home, killed three of the 

Musquiz family, and escaped with quantities of ranch sup

plies. Shortly thereafter, Musquiz moved the remainder of 

his family back to Mexico and never returned to the area. 
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The deserted buildings served intermittently as a Ranger 

station from 1880 to 1882. The site v/as donated to the 

Texas Highway Department for a roadside park by ranchman 

Robert Mulhern. 

Wild Rose Pass (3) 

Marked twelve miles northeast of Fort Davis on 
State 17. Type of Marker: Centennial 

In early days an Indian trail followed the nearby 

Llmpla Canyon into the Davis Mountains. The lov/er or 

military road to El Paso was routed over this higher pass 

to avoid the danger of sudden floods. Lieutenant W. H. C. 

V/hltlng Is credited with naming the pass in 1849 because 

of the abundance of wild roses he found there. 

Bloys Cam-p Meeting (4) 

Marked at campgrounds betv/een Fort Davis and 
Valentine on State I66. Type of Marker: Official 
State 

This institution, v/ldely known throughout the Trans-

Pecos area, originated in 1899 when a chaplain at Fort 

Davis named W. B. Bloys met v/ith six ranchmen and their 

families for a v/eek of religious service in camp at 

Sklllman Grove. In 19OO the Bloys Camp Meeting v/as formed 

and incorporated. The participating denominations in the 

association are Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, and 

Christian. 



209 

Site Classification C 

Barry Scobee Mountain (5) 

Two miles northeast of Fort Davis on State 17. Type 
of Marker: Official State 

Jeff Davis County (6) 

One block southeast of Courthouse, Fort Davis. Type 
of Marker: Centennial 

Confederate President (7) 

Courthouse grounds. Fort Davis. Type of Marker: 
Confederate 

Old Fort Davis, C.S.A. (8) 

Courthouse grounds. Fort Davis. Type of Marker: 
Confederate 

Union Mercantile (9) 

Town plaza. Fort Davis. Type of Marker: Building 
Medallion 

Methodist Church (10) 

Across from Courthouse, Fort Davis. Type of Marker: 
Building Medallion 

Truehart House (11) 

Four blocks from Courthouse, Fort Davis. Type of 
Marker: Building Medallion 

Old Cemetery at Fort Davis (12) 

City limits of Fort Davis on State ll8. Type of 
Marker: Official State 
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Indian Emily's Grave (13) 

Old Cemetery, Port Davis. Type of Marker: Centennial 
Grave 

First Rural School West of Pecos River (l4) 

Twelve miles southeast of Port Davis on State 118. 
Type of Marker: OffioiaLl State 

Valentine (15) 

Located on U.S. 90, Just west of the Davis Mountains. 
Type of Marker: Unmarked at present 
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Pecos County 

Site Classification A 

Iraan (1) 

Located just x̂ est of the Pecos on State 29. Type of 
Marker: Unmarked at present 

The town, bearing the combined names of Ira and Ann 

Yates, Is an oil boom town. The discovery of the Yates 

Field in 1926 drew a new population to the area. Oil men, 

who were first housed in the "Red Barn" on Yates' ranch, 

needed more substantial quarters and convenient sources of 

supplies; thus, the town of Iraan came into existence. 

This tovmsite and the associated Yates oil field are 

Important to the regional development as the environs of 

the first oil strike west of the Pecos. At one time pro

duction from the Yates Field drew national attention. 

Although the tovm is not located directly on a major hlgh

v/ay, it Is only a short drive to U.S. 290. Because this 

boom town Is still active, extensive interpretation Is not 

feasible. The most likely site for housing interpretive 

materials v/ould be Yates' Red Barn if it is available. 

Here, displays and information should emphasize the 

activity in the Yates Field but must avoid reciting a 

detailed history of the petroleum Industry as a v/hole. The 

building could also be utilized as a local historical 

museum. 
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Site Classification B 

Horsehead Crossing on the Pecos (2) 

Marked twenty miles northwest of Girvin and three 
miles north of F.M. 11; virtually unavailable to the 
public. Type of Marker: Centennial 

This was once the most noted crossing on the Pecos 

River. The undated Comanche Trail from the Llano Estacado 

to Mexico crossed here. John Ford and Robert Neighbors in 

1849 and John R. Bartlett In I85O found the crossing 

marked by the skulls of horses, but the site was probably 

nsimed earlier by the Indians. Both the Butterfleld Over

land Mall Route and the road from Fort Concho crossed here. 

The Goodnight-Loving Trail, established in 1866, came here 

and then turned up the east bank of the river for Fort 

Sumner, New Mexico, and points in Colorado. 

Site of Fort Stockton (3) 

Marked on Courthouse grounds of the tovm of Fort 
Stockton. Type of Marker: Centennial 

This fort v/as established on the Comanche Trail on 

March 23, 1859, to protect the San Antonlo-San Diego mall 

route. It was named In honor of Commodore Robert Field 

Stockton. The post and nearby Comanche Springs provided a 

convenient stopping place for the San Diego and later the 

Butterfleld mail lines. During the Civil V/ar, Fort 

Stockton was evacuated by Federal troops and reoccupled in 

1867. On June 30, 1886, it v/as permanently abandoned. 
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Guard House. Three Officers' Quarters (4) 

Located In the 300-400 block of Rooney Street in 
Fort Stockton. Type of Marker: Official State 

These buildings, made of stone, are the only remains 

of the frontier post. The officers' quarters are used as 

private residences, and only the guard house Is available 

to the public. 

Yates Field Discovery Well (5) 

Marked on State 29, X'/est of the entrance of Marathon 
Oil Company office. Type of Marker: Official State 

This was the first successful oil well drilled v/est 

of the Pecos. It blew In October 28, 1926, on land ox-med 

by Ira G. Yates, a Pecos Coimty rancher. The well even

tually reached a potential capacity of 2,951 barrels per 

hour, and a test in 1929 recorded 3,036 barrels in sixty 

minutes. The opening of the Yates Field led to later 

discoveries in Pecos and Reeves counties. 

Site Classification C 

Pecos County Cam.ptosauer Tracks (6) 

Fifteen miles northeast of Fort Stockton on U.S. 67. 
Type of Marker: Official State 

Pecos County (7) 

One and five-tenths miles east of Fort Stockton on 
U.S. 67. Type of Marker: Centennial 
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Annie Rlggs Hotel (8) 

301 S. Main Street, Fort Stockton. Type of Marker: 
Building Medallion 

Young's Store (9) 

207 E. Callaghan Street, Fort Stockton. Type of 
Marker: Building Medallion 

Isaac Rude Stage Stand (10) 

Courthouse square, Fort Stockton. Type of Marker: 
Official State 

Fort Stockton, C.S.A. (11) 

Courthouse grounds. Fort Stockton. Type of Marker: 
Confederate 

Catholic Church (12) 

402 S. Main Street, Fort Stockton. Type of Marker: 
Building Medallion 

Courthouse, Jail, and Zero Stone (13) 

300-500 S. Main Street, Fort Stockton. Type of 
Marker: Official State 

Telegraph Office and School (l4) 

201 W. Gallagher Street, Fort Stockton. Type of 
Marker: Building I'edalllon 

Koehler's Saloon and Store (15) 

Spring Drive in Rooney Park, Fort Stockton. Type of 
Marker: Official State 

Old Grey Mule Saloon (I6) 

219 S. Main Street, Fort Stockton. Type of Marker: 
Building Medallion 
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Oldest House (17) 

201 W. Sherrer Street, Fort Stockton. Type of 
Marker: Building Medallion 

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church (18) 

E. 2nd and Spring Drive, Port Stockton. Type of 
Marker: Building Medallion 

Comanche Springs (19) 

Near old post grounds in Port Stockton. Type of 
Marker: Unmarked at present 

Port Gall and Peter Gallagher (20) 

Port Stockton, west of old post grounds. Type of 
Marker: Unmarked at present 

Live Oak Crossing (21) 

Located southeast of Sheffield. Type of Marker: 
Unmarked at present 
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Presidio County 

Site Classification A 

Site of Home of Ben Leaton (1) 

Adobe ruins of Fort Leaton located southeast of 
Presidio on R.R. 17O. Type of Marker: Centennial 

This adobe building was the home of Ben Leaton, sup

posedly the first Anglo-American farmer in Presidio County. 

Leaton, a former soldier in the Mexican War, purchased the 

site in 1848 from Juan Bustlllos. The adobe building, 

remodeled to contain forty rooms, was reputed to be the 

largest adobe structure in Texas and was named Fort Leaton. 

In 1850 it became the seat of justice for the then unor

ganized Presidio County. The fort gave adequate protec

tion for Leaton who operated what amounted to a 

gun-running business v/lth the Apaches until his death in 

1851. Leaton's Mexican wife retained possession of the 

fort until It v/as purchased by John Burgess sometime near 

the end of the Civil V/ar. Through intermittent occupa

tion, the building remained Intact into the twentieth 

century. 

As one of the first sites of Anglo-American settle

ment in the Trans-Pecos, Fort Leaton is of prime regional 

Importance. It is located just off of R.R. 170 and is 

easily accessible to the public. Most of the adobe 

building is still standing. In the early 1930's Presidio 
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County began a partial reconstruction of the fort but was 

unsuccessful In completing the project. In I968 Mr. and 

Mrs. Frank Skidmore of El Paso donated the site to the 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, and restoration work 

is currently underway. It is a surety that the depart

ment will work diligently to maintain the historical 

integrity of this site. 

Shafter (2) 

Located twenty miles north of Presidio on U.S. 67. 
Type of Marker: Unmarked at present 

The town of Shafter v/as established after silver was 

discovered in the Chinati Mountains west of the site in 

1882. Shafter v/as named in honor of General William 

Shafter, v/ho v/ith John Spencer and Lieutenant John Bullls, 

organized the Presidio Mining Company to extract the sil

ver. In 1926 the American Metal Company (now American 

Metal Climax, Inc.) purchased the Shafter properties and 

worked the mines until they v/ere closed in 1942. Total 

production from the mines during their sixty-year life 

totaled approximately 1520,000,000. Shafter is now a 

virtual ghost town. 

This site is illustrative of the regional mining 

theme and has state-wide significance for the production 

of silver. The decaying town sits astride U.S. 67 and Is 

easily accessible from both Presidio and Marfa. Many of 
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the adobe buildings remain—some still occupied, most in 

ruins. The surrounding mountains and nearby Clbolo Creek 

lend an esthetic element to the historic site. The ruins 

should be stabilized to prevent further decay and to pre

serve the old town aspect of the past. A visitor center 

or museum might be built Into one of the larger mine 

shafts to portray development in Shafter and to illustrate 

the processes Involved in producing silver. 

Fort D. A. Russell (3) 

Located just south of Marfa off U.S. 67. Type of 
Marker: Unmarked at present 

United States troops were first stationed at this 

site during the Mexican revolutionary disturbances which 

began in 1911- From 1917 to 1919, various units of 

cavalry. Infantry, and national guard operated in this 

vicinity. In 1920 the Big Bend Military District was 

officially discontinued, and Camp Marfa was established as 

headquarters of the Marfa Command. On January 1, 1930, 

the camp was renamed Fort D. A. Russell for David Ashley 

Russell, a veteran of the Mexican War. The fort was dis

continued in 1934 but reactivated three years later. 

After a threatened abandonment in 1939, the city of Marfa 

offered the Federal Government 2,400 acres of land for use 

in enlarging facilities at the post. During V/orld V/ar II, 

various cavalry units served at Russell, as well as two 

chemical warfare battalions. In 1943 a German prisoner 
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of war camp v/as established at the fort. Fort Russell 

became inactive in December of 1945, and the property has 

since gone into private ownership. 

This site is of regional significance because of its 

activity during the revolutions In Mexico and the accom

panying border troubles. It is located for easy access, 

but public use Is limited because the property is 

privately ovmed. Many of the buildings are still standing; 

their present use and exact condition are unknown to this 

xi/riter. Future access or acquisition would provide a con

venient opportunity for interpreting United States-

Mexican relations during the early tv/entleth century and 

the subsequent activity of the Border Patrol. At the 

site, antlmated maps could be used to show bandit activity 

and troop movements occurring in the Trans-Pecos during 

the period 1911 to 1917. Many individuals who were per

sonally involved in these troubles are still alive and 

would be excellent sources for a first-hand history. 

Because the Border Patrol has operated in the Marfa 

vicinity since 1924, its history and methods of operation 

v/ould also be a valid topic to be interpreted here. 

Site Classification B 

Paisano Pass (4) 

Marked thirteen miles east of Marfa on U.S. 67-90. 
Type of Marker: Centennial 
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Named for the Spanish "ml paisano" meaning my 

countryman, this pas.s was first recorded in history when 

Juan Domfnguez de Mendoza camped here on January 3, l684. 

It was well known after I850 as a point on the Chihuahua 

Trail. It later became the highest point on the Southern 

Pacific Railroad. 

Milton Faver (5) 

Marked one block west of the post office in Shafter. 
Type of Marker: Centennial 

In this vicinity In the mld-l850's, Milton Faver 

established the first large-scale Anglo-American ovmed 

ranch in the Big Bend. As a defense against hostile 

Apaches, Faver built three quadrangular adobe fortresses 

at his Big Springs Clbolo, Cienega, and El Morlta ranches. 

By selling his beef to the United States government and 

later trailing cattle to markets in Kansas, Don Milton 

became a wealthy stockman in the Trans-Pecos. 

Approximate Site of Mission del Apostol Santiago (6) 

Marked one mile southeast of Presidio on R.R. I70. 
Type of Marker: Centennial 

This was one of several missions established in this 

area by Father Fray Nicolas Lopez and Don Juan Domfnguez 

de Mendoza in l683-l684 for the Jumano Indians. It was 

founded on the banks of Alamlta Creek. 
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Approximate Site of Mission San Francisco de lo's Jullmes •jj^ — 

Marked one mile southeast of Presidio on R.R. 170. 
Type of Marker: Centennial 

This was the approximate location of another of the 

temporary missions established in l683-l684 by Mendoza and 

Lopez. The mission was for the Jullmes Indians. In addi

tion to San Francisco and Apostol Santiago, four other 

missions, including La Navldad en las Cruces, were also 

established in this area. 

Presidio del Norte (8) 

Marked at Fort Leaton, one mile southeast of Presidio 
on R.R. 170. Type of Marker: Centennial 

The interpretive marker for this site gives an 

approxlr.ate location for Presidio del Norte de la Junta, 

established by Captain Alonso Rubfn de Cells in 1759-1760. 

More recent investigation carried on by archeologlst 

J. Charles Kelley, hov/ever, has more correctly located the 

presidio south of the Rio Grande In Mexico. Situated 

adjacent to the pueblo of Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe, the 

presidio later shared its name with both the pueblo and 

the mission there. The site v/as renamed Ojlnaga in I865, 

and thereafter, the Texas settlement directly across the 

Rio Grande assumed the name of Presidio. 
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Site Classification C 

Captain Henry Sklllman. C.S.A. (9) 

Marked at intersection of U.S. 67 and R.R. 170. Type 
of Marker: Confederate 

Presidio County (10) 

Marked seven-tenths of a mile east of Marfa on 
U.S. 67-90. Type of Marker: Centennial 

Presidio County Courthouse (11) 

Courthouse square, Marfa. Type of Marker: Official 
State 

Presidio (12) 

Marked seven-tenths of a mile east of Marfa on 
U.S. 67-90. Type of Marker: Private, State-Approved 

Paisano Hotel (13) 

Highland and Texas Streets, on State 17 in Marfa. 
Type of Marker: Unmarked at present 
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OJINAGA 

Figure 14. His tor ic Si tes in Presid io County 
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Reeves County 

Site Classification B 

Pope's Crossing (1) 

Marked six miles north of Orla off U.S. 285 on 
Ronald Robertson Camp Road. Type of Marker: 
Centennial 

This ford on the Pecos River was used by emigrants 

traveling west to California and briefly by the Butter

fleld Overland Mall which linked St. Louis and San 

Francisco with semi-weekly mall and stage service. The 

site was also a landmark on the Goodnight-Loving Trail. 

Captain John Pope of the Topographical Engineers head

quartered here v/hlle supervising the drilling of the first 

deep v/ell v/est of the 98th meridian. The engineers struck 

v/ater at 244 feet but continued drilling to l,l40 feet 

hoping to strike an artesian flow. The well caved in 

before Its full value could be determined. This ^100,000 

experiment pointed the v/ay to deep well drilling in the 

great plains. 

Neighbors-Ford Trail (2) 

Marked on U.S. 285 at the city limits of Pecos In a 
roadside park. Type of Marker: Private, State-
Approved. 

This site v/as a portion of the route between Austin 

and El Paso laid out in the spring and summer of 1849 by 

Robert S. Neighbors and John S. "Rip" Ford. The trail 
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marked on the return trip from El Paso ran generally along 

the 32 parallel, passed Hueco Tanks and Guadalupe Peak to 

the Pecos, and then downstream to Horsehead Crossing. 

Neighbors and Ford praised this well-watered and easily-

followed route in their reports. It was used by a great 

number of California-bound pioneers and became known in 

Texas as the Upper or Emigrant Road to El Paso. 

Espejo-De Sosa Trail (3) 

Marked at the junction of F.M. 1450 and U.S. 285 just 
south of Pecos. Type of Marker: Private, State-
Approved 

Two Spanish explorers passed this site during the 

period 1583-I59O. Antonio de Espejo, a wealthy citizen in 

Mexico, financed an entrada to New Mexico to relieve two 

priests left among the Indians by an earlier expedition. 

Upon reaching New Mexico, Espejo learned that the friars 

had been killed, so he grasped the opportunity to explore 

this northern territory. On his return to Mexico in 1583. 

he follov/ed the Pecos River to this site and then, guided 

by friendly Indians, made his v/ay across country to 

La Junta de los Rlos (in the vicinity of present Presidio) 

and the Mexican interior. The second explorer, Gaspar 

Castano de Sosa, left his office as lieutenant-governor 

of Nuevo Leon and led an unauthorized expedition to 

conquer the pueblos of Nev/ Mexico and to establish a 

Spanish settlement there. De Sosa's route up the Pecos 
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River carried him past this site in late 1590. He was 

later arrested In New Mexico for his illegal expedition 

and taken back to Mexico City. 

Emigrant Crossing on the Pecos (4) 

Located west of the tov/n of Pecos, approximately at 
the point v/here I. 20 crosses the river. Type of 
Marker: Unmarked at present 

This was the third major ford on the Pecos in this 

general region. It was a familiar crossing point for 

emigrants on the upper road to El Paso in the mid-l880's, 

and it is a well-used, although less eventful, ford for 

western-bound travelers today. 

Site Classification C 

Orla (5) 

Intersection of U.S. 285 and P.M. 652 at Orla. Type 
of Marker: Private, State-Approved 

George R. Reeves (6) 

Courthouse grounds, Pecos. Type of Marker: 
Confederate 

Camp Hospital (7) 

1703 W. 4th Street, Pecos. Type of Marker: Building 
Medallion 

Orient Hotel (8) 

S. Cedar and 1st Streets, Pecos. Type of Marker: 
Building Medallion 
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Reeves County-Pecos (9) 

Grounds of West, of Pecos Museum, Pecos. Type of 
Marker: Official State 

Pecos Graveyard (10) 

E. B Street, Pecos. Type of Marker: Official State 

Worlds First Rodeo (11) 

Walthall Street and U.S. 285, Pecos. Type of Marker: 
Official State 

Toyah (12) 

Intersection of U.S. 80 and P.M. 2903 at Toyah. Type 
of Marker: Private, State-Approved 

San Solomon Spring (13) 

Thirty-eight miles south of Pecos in Balmorhea State 
Park. Type of Marker: Official State 

Balmorhea (l4) 

On U.S. 290 in southern Pecos County. Type of 
Marker: Unmarked at present 
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Figure 15. His tor ic Sites in Reeves County 
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Terrell County 

Site Classification C 

Terrell County (1) 

One mile west of Sanderson on U.S. 90. Type of 
Marker: CentennieO. 

General Alexander W. Terrell (2) 

Courthouse grounds, Sanderson. Type of Markers 
Confederate 

El Buen Pastor Church (3) 

3rd and E. Pine Streets, Sanderson. Type of Marker: 
Confederate 

Sanderson State Bank (4) 

N. Persimmon and W. Downle Streets, Sanderson. 
Type of Marker: Building Medallion 
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Figure 16. Historic Sites in Terrell County 
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Val Verde County 

Site Classification B 

Site of Silver Spike Driven on Southern Pacific Line (l) 

Marked In roadside park at the Pecos River Bridge. 
Type of Marker: Official State 

On January 12, I883, the construction gangs on the 

line of the Galveston, Harrlsburg, and San Antonio, an 

affiliated line of the Southern Pacific, met at this 

point and ceremoniously linked the rails with a silver 

spike. From this point Superintendent James Campbell 

telegraphed a congratulatory message to the mayor of El 

Paso: "To Mayor Magoffin, El Paso. We have this day 

connected your city with all the cities of the south by 

laying the last rail of the Southern Pacific Railway. 

May it bring prosperity to your city." The roadbed 

abandoned after the construction of the Pecos High Bridge 

is visible to the south. 

Jersey Lilly Saloon (2) 

Located south of Langtry at the Texas Highway 
Department Judge Roy Bean Visitor Center. Type of 
Marker: Official State 

The building Is the original saloon-courtroom used 

by Judge Roy Bean from 1885 to 1903- It was named for the 

English actress of the time, Lily Langtry. Bean's 

"Hangm-an's Tree" is nearby. 
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Law West of the Peoos (3) 

Marked south of Langtry at the Texas Highway 
Department Judge Roy Bean Visitor Center. Type of 
Marker: Private, State-Approved 

The €Q.most legendary Judge Roy Bean was the sole 

"authority" on law west of the Pecos. This saloon keeper-

magistrate supplemented his "law library" (a single copy 

of an 1879 Revised Statutes of Texas) with generous por

tions of bluff, bluster, and wit. His peak of notoriety 

came on February 21, I896, when he was partner to the 

staging of the banned Pltzsimmons-Maher heavyweight title 

fight nearby on a sand bar in the Rio Grande. His major 

disappointment was in not meeting Lily Langtry for whom 

he named his saloon and claimed to have named the town. 

She visited Langtry in 1904, less than a year after 

Bean's death. 
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Figure 17. H is tor ic Sites in Val Verde County 
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