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PREFACE 

Unlike many of the units which fought in the Civil War, Ector's 

brigade is relatively unknown. A history of the brigade has never been 

written. Only brief regimental histories and short sketches on notable 

soldiers from the brigade have appeared. Veterans of the brigade wrote a 

few magazine articles about individual battles fought by the brigade. 

Several of the battle reports from Ector's brigade no longer exist, how

ever, making the chronicling of the brigade more difficult. Therefore I 

have attempted to present the entire history of the war for Ector's 

brigade. 

Ector's brigade formed in June, 1862 but the regiments comprising 

the brigade started fighting in May, 1861. Mathew Ector, who would give 

his name to the brigade, received comnnand of the regiments in October, 

1862. The brigade fought at Vicksburg and Chickamauga, two of the Civil 

War's most famous campaigns of 1863. The year 1864 proved the hardest 

as Ector's brigade fought at Meridian, Atlanta, Allatoona and Nashville. 

The men served at Mobile, Alabama in 1865 and surrendered at Meridian, 

Mississippi on May 8, 1865. 

I have attempted to solve problems such as the numeric designations 

of the Fifteenth Texas Cavalry and the Thirty-second Texas Cavalry which 

became confused. Both regiments applied for Confederate service at ap

proximately the same time and at one point Colonel Andrews of the 

Thirty-second Texas believed his regiment was numbered as the Fifteenth 

Texas. 

I would like to thank the Federal Documents staff at the Texas Tech 

Library, Dr. Alw3nn Barr and Dr. James Harper for their valuable assistance 

in this effort. 

Ill 



CHAPTER I 

FORMATION OF THE BRIGADE, 1861-1862 

Ector's brigade served in the Confederate army from June 30, 1862 to 

May 8, 1865. The regiments comprising the brigade started fighting as 

early as May, 1861. The first regiments raised were the Tenth Texas 

Cavalry and the Eleventh Texas Cavalry. The Eleventh Texas began the war 

before any other regiments by occupying forts in the Indian Territory in 

April, 1861. Oddly enough, the Eleventh Texas organized before the Tenth 

Texas but received a higher numeric designation. The last regiment to 

assemble was the Thirty-second Texas Cavalry. Major R. P. Crump's 

battalion of cavalry provided the nucleus of the Thirty-second. Other 

companies arriving from Texas joined this battalion to form the regiment 

in May, 1862. Most of the companies supplied their own weapons. The men 

armed themselves mainly with shotguns. 

Although Ector's brigade did not exist until 1862, its regiments 

began forming soon after an act of congress on March 6, 1861 authorized 

their organization. Governor Edward Clark aided the concentration of 

troops by establishing camps of instruction. He divided the state into 

eleven military districts commanded by a colonel appointed by the gov

ernor. Each colonel selected a camp area centrally located in his 

district. Governor Clark opened all the camps on July 15. Each train

ing camp remained open for forty days to train each group of arriving 

companies. 

Every soldier brought his own clothes, eating utensils, and knap 

sack. The camps provided food and cooking utensils. Soldiers supplied 

their own weapons but the camps had powder, percussion caps and lead, 

enough to supply each man with only one hundred rounds. The men could 

not fire their weapons because of,a shortage of powder. 

The camps functioned mainly to raise regiments. Each camp 

prepared for one thousand men. Upon arrival, the men elected officers 
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for the regiment, forming a battalion if there were not enough men for a 

regiment. The camps also served as a training ground for officers. They 

learned squad drill and built up from there to regimental tactics and 

drill. 

When the training period ended, each regiment or battalion corannander 

ordered his unit to break down into companies and return home. The com

pany captain wrote a monthly statement moch like the daily reports 

written in camp. The regimental comnander summarized the strength of 

the regiment and sent it to the Adjutant General's Office in Austin, 

Texas. 

One of Governor Clark's colonels, William C. Young, commanded the 

Eighth Military District, where he raised the Eleventh Texas Cavalry 
2 

regiment, the first unit of what would become Ector's brigade. 

William C. Young was bom May 12, 1812 in Tennessee. He came to 

Texas on February 2, 1837 and settled in Red River County. That same 

year Young won an election for First Sheriff. On November 1, 1838, he 

received a land certificate in Red River County. He joined a Texas 

Ranger Company in 1841. Young was commissioned district attorney for the 

Seventh Judicial District. During the Mexican War he commanded the Red 
3 

River Volunteers. 

In April, 1861, Colonel Young raised the First Regiment Texas State 

Troops in response to a feared invasion of Texas from Kansas through the 

Indian Territory. Young moved his regiment into the Indian Territory 

and occupied Fort Washita on April 17, one day after United States 

troops abandoned it. The occupation of the forts in the Indian Terri

tory fit the policy of Governor Clark, who believed that Texas should be 

defended by moving Texas soldiers into the Indian Territory, Arkansas 

and Missouri. 

United States troops stationed in the Indian Territory under 

Lieutenant Colonel William Emory lacked supplies and were unprepared for 

a protracted struggle. Therefore, Emory attempted to concentrate his 

forces at forts Arbuckle and Cobb. While marching. Lieutenant Colonel 

Emory's forces met the troops from Fort Arbuckle who had abandoned it to 

the Texans on May 5. The soldiers from forts Washita and Arbuckle at

tempted to reinforce Fort Cobb. Lieutenant Colonel Emory unified his 
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cctimand when the men from Fort Cobb met his forces thirty-five miles 

northeast of Fort Cobb. Emory's conmand then retreated to Fort Leaven

worth, Kansas by May 19. 

Rumors spread through Texas that between 2,000 and 3,000 United 

States troops had occupied forts Washita and Cobb in the Indian Terri

tory. Governor Thomas 0. Moore of Louisiana offered some Hall carbines 

with flint locks to Colonel Young's regiment already fighting in the In

dian Territory. By May 25 Colonel Earl Van Dom, commanding the 

Confederate Department of Texas, believed that United States forces held 

forts Arbuckle and Cobb. He ordered Colonel Ben McCulloch and the First 

Regiment of Texas Mounted Riflemen across the Red River with orders to 

take forts Arbuckle and Cobb, then relieve Colonel Young's regiment. 

Colonel Van Dom subsequently learned of Young's success in the Indian 

Territory and countermanded his order to Colonel McCulloch. 

Colonel Young's regiment continued to occupy forts Arbuckle, Cobb 

and Washita throughout the sumner. These men had armed themselves and 

supplied their own horses. On August 28, 1861, the men of Young's reg

iment offered their services to the Confederate States. Young's 

regimental designation became the Eleventh Texas Cavalry. On October 12 

Secretary of War, J. P. Benjamin, accepted Young's regiment for Con

federate service. 

The Eleventh Texas Cavalry started toward Arkansas on October 16 at 

the urgent request of Brigadier General Ben McCulloch for troops. Colo

nel Young feared the removal of his regiment from the Indian Territory, 

without replacing it, would have serious consequences in the future. He 

cormiunicated these fears in a letter to Secretary of War Benjamin on 

November 3, 1861. Young believed the Indians loyal to the Confederate 

cause might not be willing to fight stubbornly if hard pressed from Kan

sas. More rumors in Texas had Jayhawkers and escaped slaves in the 

Indian Territory preparing for an invasion. Young was correct in his 

assessment of the situation in the Indian Territory, Colonel Douglas H. 

Cooper, comnnanding the Indian Territory, requested Young's regiment be 

reassigned there because of desertions among the Cherokee troops in 

Cooper's conmand. Colonel Cooper feared losing all of the Indian Terri

tory unless reinforcements were forthcoming. Colonel James Mcintosh 
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responded by sending seven companies of Young's regiment, Colonel 

William Sims' regiment of cavalry, five companies of Colonel Elkanah 

Greer's regiment and Major J. W. Whitfield's battalion from the division 
Q 

of Brigadier General Ben McCulloch in Arkansas. 

The Eleventh planned to move with the other reinforcements to Fort 

Gibson on December 20. Colonel Mcintosh changed this plan and proceeded 

to launch his own separate campaign in the Indian Territory. Colonel 

Cooper agreed to this change in plans which would put two Confederate 

columns in motion in the Indian Territory. One group would move up the 

Arkansas River and the second would move up the Verdigris River in an 

attempt to trap pro-Union Cherokee forces under Hopoeithleyola between 

them. 

Mcintosh moved his force up the Verdigris River on December 22 

toward the McNair house, twenty-five miles from Hopoeithleyola's camp. 

Cooper's troops could not join Mcintosh's troops, and Cooper sent Colo

nel Stand Watie's regiment to help Mcintosh instead. Watie's men were 

twelve miles west of the McNair house and unable to arrive in time for 

the battle of Chustenahla in the Indian Territory on December 26, 1861. 

Colonel Mcintosh ordered his men to cook enough food for four days' 

march beginning on the morning of December 26. Confederate skirmishers 

came under heavy fire at 12:00 p.m. as they crossed Shoal Creek, a trib

utary of the Verigris. Mcintosh moved Lieutenant Colonel Walter P. 

Lane's regiment forward to support their skirmishers. Colonel Young's 

regiment moved to the left of Lane's regiment. Lieutenant Colonel John 

Griffith's regijnent moved to the right. 

The pro-Union Indian tribes held high ground across Shoal Creek. 

Seminole Indians, under Chief Halek Tustenuggee commanded the rough ter

rain closest to the creek and constituted the first line of defense. 

More Seminole Indians held ground higher up in the hills while the 

Creeks under Hopoeithleyola acted as cavalry behind the Seminoles. 

The Eleventh Texas Cavalry held a position on the left of the 

Confederate line until the thicket caught fire. Colonel Young felt sure 

the enemy was not contemplating a flank attack at this time. He then 

moved his regiment toward the high ground on the right. The regiment 

learned the direction the enemy had retreated from Major G. W. Chilton 
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of Colonel Greer's regiment. The Eleventh Texas Cavalry found the enemy 

in the hills, well concealed, two miles from the Texans' original posi

tion. Young's regiment charged the Indians' position, drove them out, 

and pursued the fleeing enemy until 4:00 p.m. Young called off the pur

suit and gathered his regiment on the battlefield. Casualties in 

Young's regiment amounted to one killed and five wounded. The entire 

Confederate force lost nine killed and forty wounded. 

Mcintosh led his conmand back to the division of Brigadier General 

Ben McCulloch after the battle. By January 31, 1862, Colonel Young's 

regiment had been reassigned to the Second Brigade, commanded by Colonel 

Louis Hebert. The Second Brigade was stationed in northwestern Arkansas 
12 

near Fayetteville. 

Major General Sterling Price, comnanding the Missouri State Guard, 

retreated into northwestern Arkansas as a result of Union pressure in 

Missouri on February 22. Price had linked up with McCulloch in the Bos

ton Mountains outside of Fayetteville by March 3. Major General Earl 

Van Dom took control of all Confederate troops in Arkansas and called 

on Brigadier General Albert Pike to assist him. General Pike led his 

forces to meet General Van Dom at Elm Springs, Arkansas. The combined 
13 

strength of the Confederate army numbered 16,000. 

Brigadier General Samuel R. Curtis, commander of the Union Army of 

the Southwest which had advanced south from Missouri, knew that as soon 

as the Confederates had gathered reinforcements they would turn and at

tack. He, therefore, selected Sugar Creek as the most defensible 

terrain in the area. General Curtis positioned his 10,500 men on March 

6 for the impending rebel attack. He placed the Third and Fourth divi

sions in some hills overlooking Sugar Creek. The First and Second 

divisions took their positions in the afternoon on the right of the 

Fourth division. Union troops improved their positions by placing 

felled trees in front of their redoubts. The site chosen by Curtis com

manded every road in the area, and placed timber and debris in the roads 
14 

to slow down rebel forces. 

General Van Dom hoped to surprise Union troops at Sugar Creek. At 

dawn on March 6 General Mcintosh, with his brigade and the cavalry units 

from Colonel Hebert's brigade, came upon a Federal force estimated to be 
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4,000 or 5,000 strong a few miles north of Bentonville, Arkansas. This 

force turned out to be the First division of the Army of the Southwest 

which was endeavoring to reach the defensive lines on Sugar Creek. The 

Confederates attempted to trap the retreating division but could not 

overtake them because of rough terrain. The rear guard of the First di

vision and the cavalry from Mcintosh's command skirmished. The Eleventh 

Texas Cavalry made a charge in this fight, before Mcintosh ordered his 

cavalry back to Bentonville. 

General Van Dom planned to b5rpass the federal position by 

outflanking it. He executed a diversion by ordering his army to prepare 

camp on the evening of March 6. When darkness fell he ordered his men 

to continue moving, hoping to take the Union troops by surprise. Van 

Dom's army could not get into position until 10:00 a.m. on March 7, 

however, because of obstructions in the road. His army attacked as soon 

as the divisions reached their positions. General Price's division 

moved forward first drawing enemy fire. Van Dom ordered General 

McCulloch's troops to attack the left side of the Union line at 2:00 p.m. 

One hour later Van Dom learned that McCulloch, Mcintosh, and Hebert had 
16 

all been killed. Conmand of the division devolved upon Colonel 

Elkanah Greer, who responded late to Van Dom's attack order after sort

ing out the confusion upon taking conmand. Greer ordered the troops in 

McCulloch's division to hold their position until dark and then told 

them to camp for the night. The next day, March 8, Van Dom ordered 

Greer to move McCulloch's division to the left of the line. McCulloch's 

division held that position until ordered to retreat that afternoon. 

General Van Dom retreated to Van Buren, Arkansas, after the battle 

of Elkhom Tavern, because of low ammunition supplies. On March 17 he 

reorganized the Army of the West. The Eleventh Texas Cavalry was as-
18 

signed to the Second brigade, commanded by Colonel Thomas J. Churchill. 

The second regiment of Ector's brigade was raised by Matt F. Locke, 

a colonel appointed by Governor Clark on July 25, 1861. Colonel Locke 

raised the regiment from the Sixth Military District, which included the 

counties of Harrison, Henderson, Kaufman, Panola, Rusk, Smith, Upshur, 

Van Zandt and Wood. Locke's regiment was designated the Third Regiment 

Texas State Troops. Governor Clark ordered the formation of four 
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regiments into two brigades making up the First Texas Division. Locke's 

regiment became the Tenth Texas Cavalry on August 28, 1861, when it for

mally offered itself for Confederate service. 

Matt F. Locke was bom in Tennessee during 1829. He married and 

had four children. He moved to Mississippi where his oldest child was 

bom. The family moved to Arkansas, and Locke entered government serv

ice as the Conmissioner of Agriculture. He served under General Zachary 

Taylor during the war with Mexico. Locke finally settled in Texas when 

he moved his family to Upshur County in the 1850s. He ventured into 

politics and served as State Representative from 1856 to 1859, becoming 

Speaker of the House. Locke also served Upshur County as a senator in 

1859 and on the Secession Conmittee in 1861. Matt Locke estimated his 
20 

real estate worth at $8,000 and his personal estate at $5,000 in 1860. 

Brigadier General D. M. Stapp, conmander of the Texas Milita, 

called for more troops from Brigadier General P. 0. Hebert, conmander of 

the Department of Texas, on October 17, 1861. General Stapp believed 

the forces assigned him were inadequate for the defense of the entire 

Texas coast. General Hebert dispatched Colonel W. H. Parsons' cavalry 

regiment for duty on the Texas coast. 

Colonel William C. Young mustered Locke's regiment and Parsons' 

regiment into Confederate service together. Under orders from the Sec

retary of War, Young conmanded all his forces to march for Missouri. 

Governor Clark, fearing Locke's regiment might disband, requested it for 

service on the coast with Parsons' cavalry on October 22. General 

Hebert was under the impression that since Colonel Parsons' regiment re

quested Texas service he could muster it in and send it to the coast. 

Hebert understood that all other troops mustered in should march for 

Missouri. 

Locke's regiment was not able to move in time for service in 

Missouri and therefore faced two alternatives--service on the Texas 

coast or disbandment. Governor Clark feared that disbanding the reg

iment amounted to disaster. These soldiers had given up their jobs and 

had equipped themselves to defend Texas. Locke's regiment, bivouaced 

with Parsons' unit, responded to the same call for troops on October 22. 

Clark did not think Locke's refusal to wait for orders a serious matter. 
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The governor requested that Locke's regiment be accepted for service in 

Texas. Clark also believed that another regiment of cavalry could be 
21 

used, even though Texas needed infantry more than cavalry. 

Because of the conflicting orders Colonel Locke's regiment never 

completed the march to Galveston. The men waited until December and went 

into winter quarters in Upshur County, Texas. 

On January 23, 1862, General Earl Van Dom requested two regiments 

of infantry and as many cavalry regiments as could be sent to Pocahon

tas, Arkansas. Van Dom hoped to invade Missouri on March 1, 1862. The 

new governor of Texas, Francis R. Lubbock, did not receive a dispatch on 

this matter until February 12. He replied that he would inquire into 

sending five regiments of cavalry. Colonel Locke's regiment was among 
23 

the five which marched into Arkansas. The Tenth Texas Cavalry caught 

the measles by March 15, rendering it useless until the epidemic passed, 
24 

when it became part of General Van Dom s Army of the West. 

The third regiment of Ector's brigade began to take shape when 

Colonel William C. Young mustered Major R. P. Crump's battalion into 

Confederate service on November 6, 1861. The battalion received orders 

to march for Ben McCulloch's headquarters in Arkansas from Jefferson in 
25 

Marion County, Texas. 

Major Crump's battalion arrived in Arkansas in time to participate 

in the battle of Elkhoin Tavern. Crump's battalion served with the bri

gade of General James Mcintosh until Van Dom placed the battalion under 

his and Major General Sterling Price's conmand. The battalion acted as 

scouts for the army during the battle. A detachment of one hundred 

troopers scouting to the east discovered several hundred Union cavalry. 

The detachment returned to report at the headquarters of the Second di

vision of the Missouri State Guard. 

The detachment then rejoined the battalion and took up positions on 

the left of the army. Crump's men came under heavy fire and could not 

answer because they carried only short range shotguns. This caused the 

battalion to falter and pull back but they did not retreat. The bat

talion charged the Union troops who had fired upon them, driving them 

back. Crump's battalion remained on the battlefield until the morning 
9fS 

of March 8 when ordered to guard the retreat. 



General Van Dom ordered Crump's battalion to Frog Bayou with the 

bulk of the Army of the West on March 15. Van Dom ordered companies 
27 

arriving from Texas to merge with Crump's battalion forming a regiment, 

under Colonel R. P. Crump. 

The fourth regiment of Ector's brigade resulted from the efforts of 

Colonel Middleton Tate Johnson to recruit regiments for service in the 

Confederate army. He officially began his recruiting efforts on October 

18, 1861, under the authority of J. P. Benjamin, Secretary of War, al

though he successfully raised regiments before that time. Between 

February 15 and March 15, 1862, Colonel Johnson organized four cavalry 

regiments. These four regiments were designated the Fourteenth Texas 

Cavalry, the Fifteenth Texas Cavalry, the Sixteenth Texas Cavalry and 

the Seventeenth Texas Cavalry on April 11, 1862. Colonel Johnson com

manded the Fourteenth. These regiments received orders to march to 
28 

Corinth, Mississippi. 

The Tenth Texas Cavalry, the Eleventh Texas Cavalry and Major 

Crump's battalion were all part of General Van Dom's Army of the West 

encamped from Van Buren to Frog Bayou, Arkansas, on March 20. Colonel 

Young's regiment was part of the Reserve Cavalry brigade conmanded by 

Colonel Churchill. Major Crump's battalion was attached to Colonel 

Greer's cavalry brigade. Colonel Locke's regiment was at Pocahontas, 

Arkansas, with General W. L. Cabell. 

General Van Dom believed he could march to the aid of Confederate 

troops at New Madrid, Missouri, under Major General John P. McCown. Van 

Dom's plan, if successful, would force Union troops out of Arkansas and 

relieve the pressure on General P. G. T. Beauregard east of the Missis

sippi River. Should this plan not be advisable. Van Dom proposed to 

march on St. Louis, Missouri, destroying Union supply depots at Rolla, 
29 

Missouri, along the way. 

On March 19 Beauregard wrote Van Dom informing him that Union 

troops had captured New Madrid. Beauregard wanted the Army of the West 

to join him instead. That same day Van Dom ordered Colonel Churchill's 

brigade to prepare for a cavalry raid on Springfield, Missouri beginning 

on March 23. He ordered the rest of the army to rendezvous at Jackson-

port, Arkansas on March 22.^^ 
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General Albert Sydney Johnston, conmander of the Army of the 

Mississippi, ordered Van Dom to move his army to Memphis, Tennessee on 

March 23. Beauregard echoed Johnston's message to Van Dom. On March 29 

Van Dom moved his army to Des Arc, Arkansas in preparation for movement 

across the Mississippi River. The Army of the West could not cross the 

river in time for the battle of Shiloh but Beauregard still urged them to 

hurry on April 9. He believed that Confederate forces could defeat the 

Union army if Van Dom's forces were present. 

General Van Dom ordered Brigadier General Dabney H. Maury to move 

the Army of the West to Corinth instead of Memphis on April 23. The army 

was in the middle of crossing the river at this time. Van Dom ordered 

the cavaliry regiments already across the river to move by train, while 

their wagons and horses moved by road. When General Van Dom was ordered 

to cross the Mississippi River Beauregard again asked him to hurry. Van 

Dom dismounted his cavalry to make better time crossing the river and 
32 placed his regiments in Corinth, Mississippi. 

On April 26 Beauregard issued orders dismounting some cavalry units 

so that the horses might be used by the artillery batteries. Each dis

mounted cavalryman was paid what his horse was worth and could then 
33 choose to join an infantry regiment. 

General Van Dom ordered these dismounted cavalry units to report to 

Major General John P. McCown at Corinth. General McCown placed each unit 

in a camp. On April 29 General Van Dom organized the Army of the West 

into three divisions. General McCown's division contained the First 

Brigade under Brigadier General J. L. Hogg. His infantry brigade in

cluded Colonel Locke's Tenth Texas Cavalry, Colonel Crump's Thirty-second 

Texas Cavalry, Colonel Young's Eleventh Texas Cavalry and Colonel 

McCray's Battalion of Arkansas Sharpshooters. The Third Brigade con

tained the Fourteenth Texas Cavalry regiment along with the Fifteenth, 

Sixteenth, and Seventeenth Texas cavalry regiments, also dismounted. The 

second brigade consisted of troops from Arkansas. McCown's division con

tained seven Texas regiments, three Arkansas regiments and two Arkansas 

u ^^ 1• 34 battalions. 

On May 4 General Van Dom prepared the Army of the West for movement 

into battle near Corinth, Mississippi against Major General John Pope's 
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Army of the Tennessee. Each division had three days of rations cooked. 

Then they took the positions assigned to them. General Beauregard modi-

fied the position of the Army of the West by placing it on the right. 

Beauregard ordered all twelve months service units to elect new officers 

on May 8, 1862 at 12:00 p.m. All newly elected officers assumed their 

duties as soon as they received a copy of the election certificate. All 

eligible candidates had to be qualified to serve as an officer. A com

mittee of three officers examined each nominee. Each candidate had to be 

familiar with drilling, maneuver and army regulations to be considered. 

Colonel Crump's battalion had merged to form the Thirty-second Texas 

Cavalry regiment. Colonel Julius A. Andrews assumed conmand of the regi-

ment on May 8 because of the elections. 

General Beauregard made two attempts to attack the Union army but 

sickness and bad weather forced him to cancel his plans. He believed Un

ion forces were being reinforced while his army dwindled from illness. 

Thus Beauregard retreated to Tupelo, Mississippi on May 30. 

General McCown reorganized his division and on June 20 assumed 

conmand of the Army of the West. General Van Dom received conmand of 

the Department of Southern Mississippi and East Louisiana. W. L. Cabell 

now conmanded the Third brigade because General J. L. Hogg died on May 16, 

1862. General Cabell's brigade contained Colonel McCray's Arkansas regi

ment, the Tenth Texas Cavalry, the Eleventh Texas Cavalry, the Fourteenth 

Texas Cavalry and the Thirty-second Texas Cavalry, all dismounted. These 

regiments formed the original troops which became Ector's brigade. This 

brigade came together on June 30, 1862 as a result of the reorganization 
37 

of the Army of the West under General McCown. 

Mathew Duncan Ector, who would give his name to the brigade, received 

conmand of these regiments in October, 1862. The Ninth Texas Infantry 

joined the brigade in 1863. The loss of the Mississippi River in 1863 

caused severe replacement problems for the troops from the Trans-

Mississippi area. Thus in 1864 two new regiments, the Twenty-ninth and 

Thirty-ninth North Carolina Infantry, joined the brigade. 



12 

Notes 

The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records 

of the Union and Confederate Armies (70 Vols, in 128; Washington D. C , 

1880-1901), Series I, IV, p. 95. 

State Gazette, (Austin, Texas), June 15, 1861, p. 1. 
3 
Elizabeth LeNoir, ed., Biographical Directory of the Texan 

Convention and Cong;resses (Austin, 1941), pp. 196-197; Graham Landrum, 

Grayson County: An Illustrated History of Grayson County, Texas (Fort 

Worth: University Supply and Equipment Company, 1960) p. 177. 

Official Records, Series I, IV, p. 95; Series I, I, pp. 648, 652. 

^^' ' ' Series I, LIII, pp. 679, 682-683. Ibid, 

'ibid. 

8 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20. 

, Series I, I, pp. 575-576. 

'ibid.. Series I, IV, pp. 98-100, 117-118. 

Ibid., pp. 122, 144-145; Series I, VIII, pp. 709, 713. 

Wd., pp. 10-11. 
Ibid., pp. 22-23. 

Ibid., pp. 25-27. 

Ibid., p. 476. 

Ibid., p. 283. 

Ibid., pp. 196-199. 

Ibid., pp. 197, 297-298. 

Ibid., pp. 283-284. 

Ibid., pp. 293-294. 

Ibid., p. 796. 

Ibid., Series I, IV, pp. 95, 98-100, 117-118. 

''U. S. Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census of the United States, 

1860, Schedule 1, Upshur County, Texas, Microfilm, Southwest Collection, 

Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas. Doyal D. Loyd, History of Upshur 

County, Texas (Waco, Texas: Texian Press, 1966), p. 110. 
21 

22 

23 

-24 

25 

Official Records, Series I, IV, pp. 95, 98-100, 117-118, 123-124. 

Ibid., pp. 122-126, 145. 

Ibid., LIII, pp. 783-784. 

Ibid., pp. 782-783. 

Ibid., Series I, IV, p. 144. 



26 
13 

Ibid., Series I, VIII, pp. 283, 316-317. 

Ibid., p. 783, Series I, LIII, p. 798. 

Ibid., Series IV, I, pp. 982-983; Series I, LIII, p. 800. 

Ibid., Series I, VIII, p. 790. 

Ibid., pp. 790-792, 796. 

Ibid., p. 804; Series I, X, Pt. 2, pp. 354, 371. 

Ibid., pp. 434, 436. 

Ibid., pp. 451-452. 

Ibid., pp. 457, 463. 

Ibid., pp. 489, 497; Series I, X, Ptl, p. 672. 

Ibid., Series I, X, Pt. 2, pp. 500-501, 694. 

Ibid., Series I, XVII, Pt. 2, p. 616; Southem Historical Society 

Papers, 2 (1876), pp. 48-49; Official Records, Series I, X, Pt. 2, pp. 

787-789; Ibid., Series I, X, Pt. 1, pp. 762-763, 778. 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 



CHAPTER II 

BATTLES OF RICHMOND AND STONE'S RIVER, 1862 

Ector's brigade fought its first major engagement as a unit on 

August 30, 1862, at Richmond, Kentucky. Colonel T. H. McCray of Arkansas 

cccimanded the infantry brigade, attached to Lieutenant (General E. Kirby 

Smith's Army of Kentucky. During the battle Ector's brigade struck an 

already engaged Union force in the flank. By October 31, Mathew Ector 

had received promotion to brigadier general and conmand of the brigade. 

These regiments and their new conmander participated in the battle of 

Stone's River or Murfreesboro, Tennessee, on December 30 and 31, 1862 as 

part of General Braxton Bragg's Army of Tennessee. C^neral E. Kirby 

Smith planned to capture Kentucky for the Confederacy. He hoped this ac

tion would also bring in many new recruits to his army. General Bragg 

attempted to dislodge Federal troops from Tennessee after his invasion of 

Kentucky. 

On July 7 Major (̂ neral McCown moved with his division to 

Chattanooga, Tennessee, including the Texas regiments which became Ec

tor's brigade, (̂ neral McCown conmanded his division plus Brigadier 

(feneral Henry Heth's division, (̂ neral Braxton Bragg sent Major (̂ neral 

William J. Hardee's corps to Chattanooga on July 21 in response to move

ments by Major General Don Carlos Buell's army against the town. Bragg 

ordered McCown to hold Chattanooga at all costs and promised that help 

was on the way. 

On July 24 Kirby Smith requested that Bragg shift all available 

forces from Mississippi to attack middle Tennessee. Kirby Smith hoped 

this offensive might also involve an attack upon Kentucky. General 

Smith's plan called for his army to operate against Brigadier (̂ neral 

(̂ orge W. Morgan's troops occupying Cumberland Gap, Tennessee. As soon 

as Bragg's forces arrived from Mississippi both armies would advance on 

14 
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middle Tennessee, to cut off General Buell's army. Generals Price and 

Van Dom would attack western Tennessee if Buell's army received re

inforcements from that sector. The citizens of Tennessee and Kentucky 

favored the Confederacy over the United States according to reports from 

Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest. 

Kirby Smith ordered McCown to move one of his divisions to Athens, 

Tennessee and one division to Kingston, Tennessee, should Buell 

advance. McCown ordered Brigadier General T. J. Churchill's brigade to 

Loudon, Tennessee on July 28, and moved his own division to Knoxville, 

Tennessee on August 9. Kirby Smith's army outflanked (General Morgan's 

men holding the Cumberland Gap on August 15. Three days later McCown's 

division occupied Barboursville, Kentucky after a forced march of sixty 
3 

miles in fifty hours. 

Kirby Smith then renamed his conmand the Army of Kentucky, which 

remained at Barboursville until August 25. Smith had extended his supply 

line on the march from Tennessee, and had two choices regarding resupply 

of his army. He could retreat back into Tennessee or continue on to Lex

ington, Kentucky, and possibly obtain supplies there. Smith believed the 

people of Kentucky would join his army and that retreat would ruin that 

prospect. Therefore he resumed his march via Richmond, Kentucky toward 

Lexington. On August 26, he wrote President Jefferson Davis that the 

people around London, Kentucky favored the Union over the Confederacy. 

(̂ neral Smith advanced on Richmond in the hope of crossing the 

Kentucky River before Union troops could use it as a defense line in 

front of Lexington. He did not know Union brigades already held the 
4 

south side of the river there. 

Brigadier C^neral Churchill assumed conmand of the Third division 

after (̂ neral Smith reassigned (̂ neral McCown to the Department of East 

Tennessee. The regiments which became Ector's brigade first fought to

gether as a unit on August 30, 1862 at the battle of Richmond, Kentucky. 

They formed the First brigade, in the Third infantry division of the Army 

of Kentucky. Colonel T. H. McCray's Arkansas Sharpshooters were also 

part of the brigade. Regimental conmanders included: Tenth Texas 

Cavalry, Colonel C. R. Earp; Eleventh Texas Cavalry, Colonel John C. 

Burks; Fourteenth Texas Cavalry, Colonel M. D. Ector; and the 
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Thirty-second Texas Cavalry, Lieutenant Colonel James A. Weaver. 

Colonel C. R. Earp was bom August 8, 1828 in Marshall County, 

Alabama. In 1860 he resided in Upshur County, Texas, with his wife and 

two children. He estimated his real estate holdings at $4,000 and his 

personal worth at $3,000. Colonel Earp enlisted when he was thirty-one 

years old. 

Mathew Duncan Ector was bom in Georgia during 1822, the son of Hugh 

Walton Ector and Dorothy Duncan Ector. Mathew Ector began his schooling 

at Center College in Danville, Kentucky. His early liberal arts educa

tion led him into the field of law in 1841. One year later Ector married 

Louisa Phillips. He took up farming in his home county of Merryweather, 

(Borgia. In 1848 his wife died, and he moved to California two years 

later. In 1851 Ector moved again, this time to Rusk County, Texas, where 

he married Leticia M. Graham. He returned to law and was admitted to the 

bar. His practice in Henderson, Texas, continued until the war broke 
^ 7 

out. 

The brigade, with a strength of 1,500 men, executed a forced march 

of fourteen miles before reaching Richmond, Kentucky on August 30. There 

the unit attacked a Federal force estimated at 6,000 troops, supported by 

artillery and cavalry. The brigade achieved success against such a 

powerful force because Union troops were already engaged in.a battle with 

Major General Patrick Cleburne's division. The brigade hit the Union 

forces in the flank and drove the Federals back two.miles where they 

reformed their line of battle. 

Colonel McCray received orders to attack this new Union position. 

The brigade advanced the first two hundred yards until heavy fire forced 

them to take cover behind a fence line. As the Yankees counter attacked. 

Colonel McCray ordered the brigade not to fire until the enemy came 

within fifty yards of their position. This close range fire halted the 

Union advance and forced them to retreat. Colonel McCray estimated enemy 

dead and wounded at 500. Union forces actually lost 1,050 killed and 

wounded in the entire battle. Union missing amounted to 4,303. McCray's 
Q 

brigade lost 120 wounded, 20 killed and 9 missing. 
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The Army of Kentucky captured Lexington on September 2, 1862. 

(̂ neral Smith requested as many arms and as much amnunition as (̂ neral 

McCown could spare from his department. The people around Lexington 

responded to General Smith's call for troops better than the people 

around London. Smith also warned reinforcing troops entering Kentucky 

not to plunder civilian property as this would injure his recruiting ef

forts. Smith's recruiting efforts did not tum out as favorably as he 

had hoped. The people of Lexington supported the Confederacy but did not 

join his army in overwhelming numbers as Smith had desired. 

(feneral Smith believed Union troops were concentrating in Ohio and 

around Louisville, Kentucky, (feneral Buell's Federal army moved into 

Kentucky just ahead of (̂ neral Bragg's Confederate advance. Bragg re

grouped and marched toward Louisville on September 21 to meet the Union 
9 

threat. 

(feneral Morgan's position in the Cumberland Gap became untenable by 

September 16. Morgan retreated from the Cumberland Gap by moving his Un

ion forces into Kentucky. General Smith responded to this retreat by 

moving his men southwest, (̂ neral Churchill, conmanding McCown's divi

sion, nxDved from Paris to Mount Sterling, Kentucky on September 25. 

(̂ neral Bragg's movement north caused (̂ neral Smith to call off his pur

suit of C^neral Morgan's men and aid (̂ neral Bragg. McCown's division 

moved from Versailles to Bards town on October 8. Yet (̂ neral Smith could 

not get his army into position in time to assist Bragg at the battle of 

Perryville, Kentucky, that day. (̂ neral Smith withdrew from Kentucky af

ter the battle of Perr3rville, C^neral McCown returned to conmand his 

division in time to retreat southwest on October 12, toward London, 

through Barboursville, Kentucky. The division arrived at Cumberland Gap 

on October 20. 

Officially Mathew Ector received his promotion to brigadier general 

on August 23, 1862. His rank was confirmed on September 27, 1862; but he 

did not assume conmand of a brigade until October 31, 1862. This brigade 

became known as Ector's brigade and consisted of the Tenth, Eleventh, 

Fourteenth and Thirty-second Texas dismounted cavalry regiments. Colonel 

McCray's Arkansas Sharpshooters no longer belonged to the brigade, which 
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still remained in General McCown's division. The division was 

transferred to the Army of Tennessee and designated as the Second division 

of Lieutenant General William J. Hardee's corps. Ector's brigade became 

the First brigade of the Second division. •̂•'• 

After leading the Army of Tennessee out of Kentucky, (General 

Braxton Bragg concentrated his troops in front of Murfreesboro, Tennes

see. He deployed his forces as follows: Lieutenant (General Leonidas 

Polk's corps and three brigades of Major General John C. Breckenridge's 

division from Hardee's corps were placed at Murfreesboro. The rest of 

Hardee's corps positioned itself near Eaglesville, about twenty miles 

west of Murfreesboro. McCown's division was placed at Readyville, 

twelve miles east of Murf reesboro. McCown's division was now attached 

to Polk's corps. 

Major (^neral William S. Rosecrans now conmanded the Union army of 

46,940 facing Bragg. He had moved his army out of Kentucky and into 

Nashville, Tennessee in late October and early November. Rosecrans 

spent a month, from November 26 to December 26, preparing his army. He 

placed a large garrison at Gallatin, Tennessee to protect the railroad 

link into Kentucky from Nashville. Confederate cavalry units v̂ ere large 

enough to cut his supply line into Kentucky. Union cavalry units were 

too small to be effective against this powerful force. By placing large 

garrisons, Rosecrans forced the Confederate cavalry to strike targets 

which were far apart and would do the least amount of damage. Rosecrans' 

entire army was supplied from this rail link. Nashville became the 

supply depot for his Army of the Cumberland. 

(feneral Bragg deployed three cavalry brigades to be aware of any 

movement that Federal forces might make from Nashville toward Murfrees-

boro. A fourth and smaller cavalry brigade was deployed at McMinnville, 

Tennessee. Bragg's two major cavalry units, of 5,000 men, conmanded by 

Forrest and Morgan, were not available for the coming conflict, because 

they were off raiding Federal occupied western Tennessee and northern 

Kentucky. Another small brigade was deployed to guard the railroad link 

from Bridgeport, Alabama. 
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After building up his supplies at Nashville, Rosecrans moved his 

forces toward the Confederate concentration at Murfreesboro. He moved 

Major General Alexander McD. McCook and three divisions to Truine, 

Tennessee. Major General George H. Thomas, with two divisions, 

threatened Confederate General Hardee's right flank. Major General 

Thomas L. Crittenden used three divisions to advance on Murfreesboro. 

The advance began on December 26, with heavy skirmishing and arrived 

near Murfreesboro on December 30. 

On Sunday, December 28, General Bragg had concentrated the Army of 

Tennessee to impede the advance of the Union army from Nashville. The 

distance that the Union army had to cover was only twenty miles, but it 

took four days to achieve this. The roads leading out of Nashville were 

in good condition. The Confederate forces involved in this delaying ac

tion consisted of cavalry units, three brigades of infantry and three 

artillery batteries. These units used constant skirmishing and ambushes 

as effective delaying tactics to hinder the Federal advance. 

(feneral Rosecrans' plan for the battle of Stone's River called for 

McCook to occupy the most advantageous ground that he could. He refused 

his right flank in order to secure it from enemy attack. If the Con

federates did not attack, McCook was instructed to launch an assault 

with his forces. This plan would hold Confederate forces in position 

while Rosecrans threw two divisions against (General Breckenridge's divi

sion. As soon as Breckenridge's division was pushed back. Federal 

artilleiry would be placed on the high ground east of Stone's River. 

This would allow the Union army to drive the rest of the Army of Tennes

see west, across the river. Crittenden's corps would take Murfreesboro, 

advance farther west, and attack the Confederate flank and rear. This 

plan hoped to destroy the Confederate army by cutting off its retreat. 

Union troops readied themselves for an attack at daylight. McCook's 

part in the plan was crucial. He had to hold the Confederate forces for 

three hours for the plan to succeed. 

General Bragg overestimated the Union army facing him at between 

60,000 and 70,000 troops. He had approximately 35,000 soldiers to 

counter this threat. Besides being outnumbered, Bragg had another 
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problem to deal with. The excellent roads which led out of Nashville 

went toward Murfreesboro. This forced Bragg to cover every approach to 

Murfreesboro from Nashville until he could determine where the Federal 

attack would come. Bragg ordered his units to improve their defensive 

positions and wait for the Federal attack. 

Major (feneral John P. McCown conmanded three brigades as part of 

the Second division. These brigades were commanded by Brigadiers Ector, 

Evander McNair and James Rains. The strength of the division stood at 

4,000. McCown received orders to change position from Readjrville, 

twelve miles east of Murf reesboro, into the town of Murf reesboro. The 

order to move out came at midnight on December 27. C^neral Bragg placed 

McCown's division behind Stone's River as the reserve for the Army of 

Tennessee. A cold, steady rain fell on the division as it marched to 

its new position, (feneral McCown assigned McNair's brigade to reserve 
13 

for the Second division. 

The Union army arrived in force on Monday, December 29. The Union 

troops immediately began extending their line in order to outflank the 

Confederate army on its left, (feneral McCown's division had been held 

in reserve to cover this possibility. McCown's division moved to the 

left flank to block this Federal movement and became part of Polk's 

corps. These movements and preparations by the Army of Tennessee were 

completed by December 30. 

Bragg ordered Lieutenant (̂ neral Hardee to attack at dawn on 

December 31. The strategy behind this attack attempted to throw Federal 

forces back on Stone's River and cut them off from their supply base at 

Nashville. In conjunction with this attack, Brigadier (̂ neral Joseph 

Wheeler's cavalry had been ordered to ride around the Union flank and 

attack the Union rear areas. Wheeler succeeded in his mission on 
14 

Tuesday, December 30. 

Brigadier (̂ neral Ector received orders to have his brigade ready 

to attack at dawn on December 31. Ector's brigade held the middle posi

tion of the battle line. McNair's brigade occupied the right of the 

line and Rains' brigade held the left of the line. Federal troops were 

located in strength right in front of these three brigades. Several 

batteries of artillery which supported these Federal forces were 
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protected by trees. An open field five hundred yards wide existed 

between these three brigades and the Union troops. 

The three brigades advanced together toward Union lines at 

approximately 6:00 a.m. Ector's brigade advanced to within two hundred 

yards of the Federal line. Since the attack went off at this time, the 

Confederate advance secured the advantage of darkness to attack. The 

troops then opened fire on the Federals. After firing, the three bri

gades charged the Union lines. This charge caught the Union forces off 

guard at first. Federal forces recovered and fired on the advancing 

Ck)nfederates. Ector ordered his troops to fire as they moved toward the 

enemy lines. During this advance Federal artillery opened fire upon the 

Confederates, tearing huge gaps in the advancing line. More troops com

ing up in the attack rapidly filled these huge gaps. One of the 

casualties in this first assault was Colonel John C. Burks, conmander of 

the Eleventh Texas Cavalry regiment. Federal forces made three attempts 

to hold their line which all failed. The advance continued for two and 

one-half miles. During the attack Ector's units lost contact with 

McNair's brigade on the right. Ector turned to the right to help 

McNair's troops. A cavalry unit moved up and took the place of Ector's 

men in pursuing the retreating Federal forces. 

At 6:30 in the morning on December 31, Confederate forces overran 

two brigades of McCook's forces and captured two artillery batteries. 

An entire second Union division was forced out of its position as a re

sult of the Confederate attack. Rosecrans changed his plans as a result 

of the route of McCook's troops. Rosecrans canceled his attack and 

moved his units to meet the Confederate advance. This movement stopped 
16 

the Confederate offensive. 

Brigadier (̂ neral McNair had halted his brigade in order to obtain 

more ammunition, because the three brigades had been issued only forty 

rounds of ammunition per man. Ector also ordered his men to stop for 

more anmunition at this time. Meanwhile Rains received orders to pursue 

the retreating enemy to the northeast. Orders came for Ector's brigade 

to march forward and at the same time slant or oblique to the right. 

Brigadier (̂ neral Rains drove the Union right wing back upon its 

center. Federal forces had been driven through a dense cedar forest and 
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into a field. On the other side of the line, the Federal left wing had 

been driven back away from its original line of battle. Rains was 

killed in this attack. 

Ector's and McNair's brigades entered the field from the southeast 

comer. General Ector believed his brigade had obliqued too much. He 

informed McCown of his feelings. The reply from division conmander in

dicated that the order came from Lieutenant C^neral Hardee, the corps 

conmander. 

The retreating Federal forces prepared an ambush in a cedar thicket 

on the left of Ector's brigade. Union artillery had positioned itself on 

three sides of the brigade. Union forces sprung the trap by opening 

fire on the Fourteenth and Thirty-second regiments of Ector's brigade. 

The withering fire of Federal guns inmediately pinned down these two 
18 

regiments in an extremely exposed position. Andrews, conmander of the 

Thirty-second Texas Cavalry regiment, asked for permission to withdraw 

from the position. Ector consented to the withdrawal of both the Four

teenth and Thirty-second regiments, and the units retreated about seven 

19 

hundred yards. Later orders came for Ector to move his brigade far

ther to the left. Federal troops did not pursue the movement of the 

brigade. About two hours later, the brigade moved further to the east 

and back to the right. The men halted in a dense cedar forest which 

also contained large rocks for even more protective cover. Ector's bri

gade occupied all of the ground fought over during the day, except the 

extreme left. The soldiers worked continuously through the night to im

prove their defensive positions. 

New Years Day, 1863 passed quietly for the men until evening when 

Union artillery tried to shell the brigade out of its position. Fortu

nately for the Texans the brigade had built up its defenses, which saved 

many lives from gunfire. Federal artillery bombarded the brigade again 

on January 2, again without effect. On January 3, the brigade received 

orders to change position and move north of Murfreesboro, on the Lebanon 
D ^ 20 
Road. 

The morale of the brigade rose on the morning of the battle. Tlie 

terrible night march and the uncomfortable first positions occupied made 
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the advance at the enemy a welcome relief. The unfortunate recipients 

of this advance happened to be the men of the Thirty-fourth Illinois 

regiment. This regiment sustained 59 percent casualties in the bat-
22 

tie. Union casualties for the battle were 13,249 killed, wounded and 
23 

missing, or 28 percent of the troops who participated in the battle. 

Casualties in General Bragg's Army of Tennessee amounted to 1,294 killed, 

7,945 wounded and 2,008 missing. This represented about 29.5 percent of 

(̂ neral Bragg's total forces engaged in battle, t^jor (General McCown 

stated divisional losses at 962. This amounted to over 21 percent of 

the effective strength of the division. Casualties within Ector's bri

gade among the various regiments included: Tenth Texas Cavalry 118 cas

ualties. Eleventh Texas Cavalry 115 men, Fourteenth Texas Cavalry lost 69 

soldiers and the Thirty-second Texas Cavalry took 44 casualties. Three 

officers were lost out of (̂ neral Ector's staff. In all the brigade 

suffered 29 killed, 275 wounded and 39 missing among the enlisted men. 

The Tenth Texas Cavalry suffered the highest number of casualties 

because its position in the line did not afford the unit good cover from 

Union artillery fire. During the battle this regiment had to advance 

about 400 yards over open terrain before reaching the enemy. In the 

first eight hours of battle, the Tenth suffered 80 casualties. 

The Eleventh Texas Cavalry regiment sustained the second highest 

number of losses. Its high casualties occured when this regiment at

tacked a strongly held Union position on the Nashville Road, after a 

full day o£ fighting. The soldiers of the Eleventh regiment were tired 

when ordered to attack, and the unit had to charge over rough terrain in 

order to achieve its objective. The conmander of the Eleventh regiment, 
25 

Colonel J. C. Burks, was killed during this charge. 

On January 2, the Union forces consolidated their line. Brâ  

ordered an assault on the Union left flank. This attack succeeded at 

first but Federal troops launched a determined counterattack which re

captured the position. The next day Bragg learned that strong Union 

reinforcements were arriving daily from Kentucky and Tennessee. Believ

ing that the Union army now numbered 70,000, Bragg decided to retreat 

since his army had been unable to dislodge the strong Union troops fraii 
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their position. General Bragg moved his army to a position behind Duck 

River. Confederate cavalry held Murfreesboro until January 5, when it 

withdrew as well. 
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CHAPTER III 

VICKSBURG AND CHICKAMAUGA CAMPAIGNS, 1863 

The year 1863 started for Ector's brigade with General Bragg's 

retreat to Duck River. There the brigade went into winter quarters. 

Ector's brigade added the Ninth Infantry while the Eleventh Texas Cav

alry departed. The brigade spent the year shuttling between two 

Confederate armies. First it served with Bragg's Army of Tennessee, 

then transferred to Joseph E. Johnston's Army of Mississippi. While 

with Johnston the brigade participated in the unsuccessful relief of 

Vicksburg. In August Ector's brigade returned to the Army of Tennessee 

and fought at the battle of (Chickamauga in September. Vicksburg and 

Chickamauga were two of the Civil War's most famous campaigns of 1863. 

The Army of Tennessee was reorganized in late January of 1863. An 

order from headquarters indicated that the Eleventh Texas Cavalry regi

ment should be remounted and assigned to Wharton's cavalry brigade. 

Colonel J. M. Bounds had assumed conmand of the regiment after the death 

of Colonel John C. Burks at Murfreesboro, three weeks earlier. The 

Ninth Texas Infantry regiment would be the replacement for the departing 

Eleventh. 

Colonel William C. Young mustered Colonel Samuel Bell Maxey's Ninth 

Infantry regiment into Confederate service in November, 1861. Colonel 

Maxey's regiment opted for winter quarters after moving to Upshur County 

on December 24. Colonel Maxey moved the regiment to Mississippi in 

March, 1862 because of a call for troops from (̂ neral Albert Sydney 

Johnston. The Ninth Texas Infantry participated in the battle of Shiloh 

as part of Brigadier (̂ neral Patton Anderson's brigade. The regiment 

fought hard on both April 6 and 7. 

27 
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The regiment remained with the Army of the Mississippi but changed 

corps, brigades and conmanders. William Hugh Young became a colonel and 

conmander of the regiment after the battle of Shiloh. He was bom in 

Missouri in 1838, the son of Hugh Franklin Young and Mary Frances Hamp

ton Young. In 1840 the family moved to Clarksville, Texas. William 

Young attended school in Texas and Tennessee. He enrolled at the Uni

versity of Virginia in 1861. While he was in school, the Civil War 

broke out. He studied military tactics and joined the cadet corps at 

Virginia. He received officer training for six months and then returned 

to Texas to help Colonel Maxey raise the Ninth Texas Infantry. 

When Brigadier (̂ neral Samuel Bell Maxey returned from detached 

service the regiment moved into his brigade. The Ninth Infantry also 

saw action at the battle of Perryville, Kentucky on October 8, 1862 and 

at the battle of Stone's River on December 31, 1862 and January 1, 1863.^ 

On January 31, 1863 Major (̂ neral John P. McCown's division 

consisted of the First Brigade, conmanded by C^neral Ector, two other 

infantry brigades and one squadron of cavalry. McCown's division was 

part of the troops under the conmand of Lieutenant (̂ neral E. Kirby 

Smith. Ector's infantry brigade consisted of the Ninth Texas Infantry, 

conmanded by Colonel William H. Young, the Tenth Texas Cavalry, com

manded by Colonel M. F. Locke, the Fourteenth Texas Cavalry, conmanded 

by Colonel John L. Camp and the Thirty-second Texas Cavalry, conmanded 

by Colonel Julius A. Andrews. The Texas Battery of Captain James P. 
3 

Douglas also had been assigned to the brigade. 

On February 27, 1863, (̂ neral Bragg ordered the arrest of (̂ neral 

McCown for disobeying an order. McCown had allowed some men to leave 

the Army of Tennessee and go to Charleston, South Carolina. Therefore 

Brigadier (̂ neral Alexander P. Stewart received conmand of the division. 

The division later was transferred to Lieutenant C^neral Polk's corps on 

April 1, 1863.^ 

The long period of inactivity for troops in winter quarters showed 

the average soldier how dull military life could be in the Confederate 

Army of Tennessee, (̂ neral Bragg had ordered the army to retreat behind 

Duck River after the battle of Stone's River. Here the Army of Tennessee 
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went into winter quarters. Andrew J. Fogle, a private in the Ninth 

Infantry, wrote home in February about the weariness of camp life. He 

mentioned that the weather was extremely cold and wet, which resulted in 

his suffering from a bad cold. In spite of this he was still required 

to do picket duty, which usually consisted of all night advanced guard 

duty in front of enemy lines. The pickets were supposed to open fire if 

the enemy attacked. This would wam the rest of the Army in time of the 

enemy advance. In January Private Fogle wrote about how much fun camp 

life could be for soldiers. Many of them were in fact having a good 

time. The men sang, danced and played music. The harsh realities of 

warfare later replaced this feeling of gaiety. Still Fogle wished that 

the Army would go into battle soon. Winter quarters made him feel that 

combat was preferable to the inactivity of camp life. 

On May 9, 1863 Ector's and McNair*s brigades were ordered to 

Wartrace, Mississippi from Shelb5rville, Tennessee. These troops formed 

part of the reinforcements sent to (̂ neral Joseph E. Johnston for his 

campaign to relieve Vicksburg. By the end of May, Johnston had 23,000 

troops at his conmand to free Lieutenant (̂ neral John C. Pemberton and 

his troops surrounded at Vicksburg by (̂ neral U. S. Grant. Johnston be

lieved that Grant had between 60,000 and 80,000 troops. Therefore 

Johnston concluded that relieving (̂ neral Pemberton involved attacking 

the Union forces at one point in the line. If Johnston and Pemberton 

could coordinate their attacks, they might be able to break out of the 

siege. Johnston informed the Confederate government in Richmond, Vir

ginia that he would need more soldiers than he had available in order to 

defeat Grant. Unfortunately for Johnston, (̂ neral Grant had prepared 

for this possibility. Grant entrenched his army around Vicksburg. He 

also blocked all roads leading into Vicksburg. This prevented any re

lieving attack from hitting the troops who surrounded the city. 

On May 25, Ector's brigade was ordered to Canton, Mississippi. 

There it joined Major C^neral W. H. T. Walker's division. Ector's bri

gade was placed on duty guarding the rail line and the northeastern ap

proaches to Jackson, Mississippi. Ector's men also guarded Johnston's 
o 

rear if he attacked toward Vicksburg. 
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During June Ector's brigade moved to Yazoo City, Mississippi with a 

total of 115 officers and 1,070 men. On June 25 the brigade retumed to 
9 

Jackson. 

A letter from Private Monroe Watson to his father on June 27 

reflected the life of the conmon soldier. Watson, who served in the 

Tenth Texas Cavalry, expressed concern about the Mississippi heat and 

the scarcity of water. He mentioned that the troops- had plenty of shade 

and a fresh supply of water at the present time but that could change. 

Watson also had an idea of what the Confederate forces were facing, 

for he wrote about General Grant's army being entrenched between Jackson 

and Vicksburg, Mississippi. To relieve Vicksburg, he believed the 

troops under General Johnston would have to attack the fortified posi

tions and force Grant to retreat. 

Johnston planned to make his relieving attack on July 7. On July 5, 

however, he found out that Pemberton had surrendered Vicksburg. Johnston 

fell back to Jackson on July 9. By July 14, (̂ neral Johnston learned 

that (feneral Grant had moved some of his army out of Vicksburg toward 

Jackson to meet (̂ neral Johnston's threat. Johnston reasoned that since 

the Union troops around Jackson were building trenches and batteries 

they intended to lay siege to Jackson as well. On July 16, Johnston re

treated from Jackson to Morton, Mississippi to avoid being trapped by 

the Union Army. 

Watson, writing again on July 22, indicated that times had become 

harder for the soldiers after the fall of Vicksburg. When Federal 

troops turned their attention to Johnston's army the Confederate sol

diers manned the trenches at Jackson, Mississippi for eight straight 

days without a break. This proved extremely hard on the troops because 

of the lack of shade. 

Watson did picket duty during a cease-fire between the two armies 

so that Union troops could bury their dead. Watson talked easily with 

some of the Federal troops about the war and how both sides perceived 

the effects of the fall of Vicksburg and Port Hudson. Watson indicated 

that Union morale was high. 

During August, 1863, Watson wrote about the high price of food. 

One pound of pork went for one dollar and peaches sold for one dollar 
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each. Although he received enough to eat, Watson worried about a 

possible lack of supplies. Thus he hoped Ector's brigade would be trans

ferred to the Army of Tennessee. Watson thought Bragg's army ate better 

than the troops in Mississippi. 

Watson feared the battle reports coming from the newspapers. He 

thought that Ector's brigade might be transferred to Northern Virginia, 

but did not want to go because of the terrible fighting there. 

Morale among Texas troops deteriorated according to Watson. Troops 

from west of the Mississippi River could not cross the river while on 

leave. Instead those troops were furloughed to Alabama. As a result, 

Watson noticed that more Texans avoided their duties than any other 

troops, 

Walker's division remained at Morton, Mississippi well into August, 

with a strength of 6,604 men. Ector's brigade included two battalions 

of sharpshooters, one from Alabama and one from Mississippi, and an 

Arkansas artillery battery. Regiments in the brigade included the Ninth 

Texas Infantry as well as the Tenth, Fourteenth and Thirty-second Texas 

cavalry. The TWenty-ninth North Carolina Infantry was added to the bri-
13 

gade temporarily. Captain M. Pound's Battalion of Mississippi 

Sharpshooters and Major T. 0. Stone's Battalion of Alabama Sharpshooters 

were attached to Ector's brigade because the regiments to which they be

longed had been trapped inside Vicksburg when (feneral Grant surrounded 

the town. 

Walker's division was transferred to the Army of Tennessee, 

conmanded by Braxton Bragg. The division moved by rail from Morton, 

Mississippi to Chattanooga, Tennessee between August 23 and August 30. 

This assignment to Bragg, which was considered to be temporary, placed 
15 

Walker's division in Lieutenant (General D. H. Hill's corps. 

Walker received orders from (̂ neral Bragg to move his division to 

Rome, (Borgia on September 4. There the division expected a Union at

tack on either Rome or Atlanta. Therefore Walker had to put his troops 

in a position to move in either direction by railroad. Bragg wanted 

Walker to establish telegraph conmunication at Kingston, (Borgia. Brig

adier (̂ neral Philip D. Roddy's cavalry scouted the enemy in front of 
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Walker and kept him posted of their movements. These movements spotted 

by the cavalry indicated that federal forces were indeed moving on 

either Rome or Atlanta after crossing Sand Mountain. A second cavalry 

unit, Wheeler's, also scouted for Walker. 

General Bragg wanted to make sure that his artillery and horses 

arrived together. Therefore, Walker sent an officer to Atlanta to over

see the operation. The division faced a second major problem in the 

move to C^orgia. Because it left its transportation behind in Missis

sippi, Walker had to borrow wagons from the countryside. This made 

Walker's defense of Rome or Atlanta even more difficult because his di

vision was less mobile. The division worked on its defense with a 

second hardship—it lacked artillery support. In effect General Walker 

was in a race with the Union Army to reach Rome. The division had or

ders to halt Union movement to the southeast if it lost the race to 
1 f\ 

Rome, (̂ neral Bragg would send further instructions if that happened. 

As the situation developed. Walker's division found itself in the middle 

of a large Confederate troop movement. On September 7, Bragg ordered 

his Army of Tennessee to converge on Rome in four columns. 

Major (̂ neral William S. Rosecrans moved his Army of the Cumberland 

across the Tennessee River by September 4. Because the terrain along 

the Tennessee-(}eorgia border was extremely rugged, Rosecrans sought to 

outflank the Confederate troops around Lookout Mountain. 

Rosecrans learned that the rebel army was converging on Rome. He 

ordered (̂ neral Crittenden to occupy Lookout Mountain. From that posi

tion Crittenden could halt an enemy attack over Lookout Mountain and 

possibly occupy Chattanooga. On September 9, when Crittenden discovered 

that Bragg's Army had evacuated Chattanooga, he occupied the town at 

1:00 p.m. without a major battle. Crittenden stationed one brigade in 

Chattanooga and sent the rest of his corps across the Tennessee River to 

pursue the Confederate retreat. 

(̂ neral Rosecrans knew that the Confederates were retreating, but 

he did not know how far back they were moving. On September 12, Briga

dier C^neral James S. Negley's division encountered a strong Confederate 

force at Dug Gap. Negley pulled his troops back in the face of what he 
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thought to be very strong opposition. At the same time Major General 

Alexander McD. McCook leamed that the rebel army was not retreating 

toward Rome but concentrating at LaFayette, behind Pigeon Mountain. 

This placed the Army of the Cumberland in an extremely dangerous posi

tion. The Union Army was spread out over a distance of forty miles in 

the face of a heavily reinforced Confederate Army. Rosecrans believed 

that the majority of troops operating in Mississippi under Johnston and 
1 Q 

units from Virginia had reinforced General Bragg's army. 

General Bragg estimated the Union Army in Tennessee at 70,000. The 

addition of Walker's division to the Army of Tennessee brought Bragg's 

forces to over 35,000. He also had 5,000 troops at Knoxville, Tennessee; 

but these troops were maneuvered out of their position by the Union 

armies in Tennessee and Kentucky. The Union army in Tennessee turned 

south on (̂ neral Bragg's army. Bragg thought that Federal forces were 

moving to threaten Rome and Dalton, (Borgia. Neither Bragg nor Rose

crans could accurately determine the movements and positions of the 
19 

other because of the rugged terrain around Chattanooga. 

The actual strength of (̂ neral Rosecrans' army was 70,162. C^neral 

Bragg's estimate of the Union army was extremely accurate. C^neral 

Bragg's effectives numbered 40,364. Lieutenant (̂ neral James Longstreet 

brought about 7,000 from Virginia and (̂ neral Walker added another 6,404 

making the Army of Tennessee about 53,768 strong, (feneral Bragg's army 

was outnumbered by about 1.3 to 1. 

(feneral Bragg concentrated his forces in north (Borgia south of 

Chattanooga. He also sent deserters into the Federal lines with stories 

about the Confederate Army being in full retreat south. Bragg actually 

moved his army forward to strike the Federals as they came over the moun

tains, (̂ neral Rosecrans received information from scouts and his 

generals indicating that the Confederates were not retreating but ad

vancing rapidly. Rosecrans pulled his army back and together behind the 

mountains. His quick reaction to the reality of the situation saved his 
20 

army from being cut up in detail by (feneral Bragg. 

By the morning of September 18, (̂ neral Rosecrans had placed his 

divisions in positions of mutually supporting fire if attacked. These 
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troops used the Chickamauga Creek as a defense line and covered the 

Lafayette Road leading to Chattanooga. While placing his troops in 

these positions, Rosecrans leamed that Federal cavalry had been at

tacked at Reed's Bridge and the Lafayette Road. His cavalry had been 

driven across Lafayette Road. 

Bragg spent the next few days preparing to assault the Union army 

on September 18. General Bragg's battle plan called for Major General 

William H. T. Walker's corps to cross the Chickamauga by Alexander's 

Bridge and attack Federal troops in the flank and rear. Bragg hoped 

that Walker could achieve success, because other Confederate troops 
22 

would be attacking up the Chickamauga thus diverting Federal attention. 

Rosecrans maneuvered his army units along the Chickamauga to make 

them more compact and counter the rebel movement. By September 18, 

Rosecrans gathered information which indicated that Bragg's army had 

moved toward the Union left. Federal troops discovered an isolated Con

federate unit across Chickamauga Creek in the vicinity of Reed's bridge, 

(̂ neral Thomas received this information and gave orders for two bri

gades to advance on the position of the rebel brigade. The Confederate 

force proved larger than first reported, but the Federals drove it back. 

The Federal brigades pursued until a larger force of Confederate troops 
23 

appeared and halted the Federal advance. 

Walker obtained information that Federal forces were in possession 

of the bridge and sent two brigades to take it. Rather than let the 

bridge fall into rebel hands, the Federals destroyed it. This forced 

Walker's corps to cross further down stream at Byram's Ford. Walker did 

not use his two reserve brigades under Ector and Colonel Claudius C. 
9/ 

Wilson. Ector's brigade marched all night on September 18. The 
troops, crossed the Chickamauga and stopped for breakfast on the other 

'A 25 side. 

Early on the morning of September 19, Walker answered a request for 

troops by Brigadier C^neral Nathan Bedford Forrest by sending him Wil

son's and Ector's brigades. Forrest ordered Ector's brigade to the left 

side of the line. Almost inmediately upon forming the line, the fighting 

around Ector's brigade became heavy. Ector's and Wilson's brigades 
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attacked with Wilson's brigade on the left, the Thirtieth Georgia 

Infantry in the center and Ector's brigade on the right. These three 

96 

units moved forward and overran two Federal positions. Ector's bri

gade charged two Federal artillery batteries. The first battery 

inmediately poured a withering fire into Ector's men, but the troops 

from Texas and North Carolina withstood the shells and captured the bat

tery. Later in the fight the brigade charged a second battery which 
97 

inflicted even more casualties than did the first battery. 

During the battle Colonel Wilson asked Ector to move to his left 

flank to meet a Federal assault, (feneral Forrest already had sent Ec

tor's brigade further to the right. The Federal attack which hit 

Colonel Wilson's brigade in the left flank caused the entire line to re-
28 

treat. The troops attacking Ector's and Wilson's brigades, which were 
29 

estimated to be at corps strength, pushed back the three units. 

(feneral Rosecrans fought on September 19 to retain possession of 

the Rossville and Dry Valley roads leading into (Chattanooga. Since his 

troops still held these two roads, Rosecrans felt that the battle on the 

first day had gone to him. During the battle on the 19th, Rosecrans had 

shifted his troops so that (feneral Negley's division held the center of 

the line. In the afternoon of the 19th, Negley attacked and pushed back 
30 

rebel forces until nightfall. 

After the battle on the 19th (̂ neral Bragg opted to divide his 

conmand between Lieutenant (feneral Polk and Lieutenant General Long-

street, (̂ neral Longs tree t conmanded the troops who accompanied him 

from Virginia. During the battle he conmanded the entire left wing of 

Bragg's army, (̂ neral Polk was in charge of the troops of the Army of 

Tennessee. The units from Mississippi, including Ector's brigade, were 

placed under Polk's conmand. Longstreet's troops were on the left of 

the battle line and Polk's troops were on the right. 

(feneral Bragg's plan called for Polk to start the battle at dawn on 

the 20th on the far right. Each successive unit to the left would move 

forward as the unit before it stepped off to the attack. Bragg intended 

to assault the entire Federal line. 
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The Union army labored all night improving its defenses. The men 

cut trees and placed them in front of their lines to act as obstacles 

for the impending Confederate attack.̂ •'- The next rooming, September 20, 

Rosecrans observed his defenses and ordered some changes. He believed 

that Bragg would attack on the Union left and moved General Negley's di

vision to support General Thomas. He then ordered General McCook's 

division to replace Negley's. Rosecrans discovered that the right of 

Major General J. J. Reynolds was open to Confederate attack. He there

fore gave orders for Brigadier General T. J. Wood to move closer to 

Reynolds' position, (̂ neral Wood misunderstood the order resulting in a 

gap in the Federal line. 

General Polk did not start the attack until after sunrise. General 

Bragg worried about the delay because the longer the attack was held up 

the stronger Federal defenses became. By the time the right wing of the 

Confederate line attacked. Federal troops were ready. Polk's troops 

were pushed back all along the line. At 4:00 p.m. Bragg ordered a sec

ond assault by Polk. This time Polk successfully pushed back the Union 

forces. 

On September 20, Brigadier (̂ neral States R. Gist conmanded Walker's 

division because (̂ neral Walker had been assigned conmand of the reserve 

corps. Ector's brigade was not as heavily engaged on this day because 

of its hard fighting on the previous day. During the afternoon Walker's 

division supported an attack by Major (̂ neral John C. Breckenridge. 

Gist's brigade attacked the enemy while Ector's brigade concentrated its 

fire on the enemy from a protected position. The attacking brigade of 

Walker's division stumbled upon a Federal force positioned behind some 

fallen trees. The Union fire mauled Gist's attacking brigade. While it 

was trying to extricate itself, Ector's brigade laid down a covering 

fire. A second supporting action took place later in the day. Ector's 

brigade advanced, but the enemy abandoned their positions. Walker's 

division pitched camp on the field of battle. 

During the second assault by (̂ neral Polk, Rosecrans received a 

message from (̂ neral Thomas requesting reinforcements on the Union left. 

General Thomas faced the heavy pressure from (̂ neral Polk's forces. The 
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Confederates stmck the gap left earlier by General Wood and rushed 

through it. Longstreet's corps struck the Federal forces in the flanks 

and rear throwing back one division and two brigades. The retreating 

troops smashed into a second Federal division throwing it back as well. 

The advancing Confederates swept aside a counterattack by Brigadier Gen

eral P. H. Sheridan. Major (General (̂ rdon Granger's division moved 

toward the right and rallied some of the retreating Union troops. This 

collection of troops finally stabilized the Federal line on the right. 

Confederate troops turned in an attempt to push General Thomas back and 

clear the entire line of Federal troops. General Thomas held the left 

against repeated Confederate assaults until nightfall. When the fight-

ing stopped Federal forces withdrew to Chattanooga. 

Union casualties amounted to 16,170 for the battle of Chickamauga. 

The Fourteenth corps, which operated on the left, suffered the heaviest 

casualties among the Union troops. It lost 6,114 men which amounted to 

almost 38 percent of the total casualties sustained by the Union army. 

(̂ neral Bragg estimated Confederate losses at almost 18,000. 

Actual losses to the Army of Tennessee amounted to 16,986. This repre-
37 

sented 31.5 percent of his forces. Ector's brigade began the battle 

with approximately 1,070 troops. Losses for Ector's brigade included 

the following: 59 killed, 239 wounded and 138 missing. This amounted 
38 

to 436 total casualties or over 37 percent of brigade strength. Ec
tor's brigade sustained nearly all of its casualties on the 19th. 

Brigadier (̂ neral States R. Gist, conmanding Walker's division on Sep-
39 tember 20, estimated the brigade strength at 500 troops. Ector's 

brigade probably contained around 700 men instead of 500 because after 

the battle of Chickamauga Ector's brigade numbered 634. The fighting at 

Chickamauga proved to be the hardest fighting of the war up to that time 

for the brigade. During the Vicksburg campaign conmanders started the 

policy of adding units to the brigade to bring it up to strength with 

the other brigades. Ector's brigade received two infantry battalions 

during this campaign. The brigade also obtained the services of the 

TWenty-ninth North Carolina Infantry during the battle of Chickamauga. 
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CHAPTER IV 

MERIDIAN AND ATLANTA CAMPAIGNS, 1864 

Ector's brigade attempted to slow (̂ neral Sherman's advance to 

Meridian, Mississippi in February, 1864 but did not have the manpower. 

After the Meridian campaign Ector's brigade received reinforcements from 

North Carolina in the form of two infantry regiments. The brigade 

served in most of the battles of the Atlanta campaign and was part of 

the last division to leave Atlanta before Union troops captured the city. 

After the battle of Chickamauga, Ector's brigade was ordered back 

to Mississippi on September 22, 1863. The brigade marched to Ringgold, 

C^orgia and from there took a train for Mississippi. Major (̂ neral 

Samuel G. French established his headquarters at Meridian, Mississippi 

on October 20. There he assumed conmand of the brigades of Ector and 

Brigadier (̂ neral Evander McNair. (̂ neral French's division came under 

the conmand of (̂ neral Joseph E. Johnston in the Department of Missis

sippi and East Louisiana. Ector's brigade remained stationed at 

Meridian until December 7. (̂ neral Johnston placed his forces so that 

they could be ready to move to the threatened areas in his department. 

Ector's brigade then consisted of the Ninth Texas Infantry, conmanded by 

Lieutenant Colonel Miles A. Dillard; the Tenth Texas Cavalry, conmanded 

by Lieutenant Colonel C. R. Earp; the Fourteenth Texas Cavalry, conmanded 

by Colonel John L. Camp; the Thirty-second Texas Cavalry, conmanded by 

Colonel Julius A. Andrews; Stone's (Alabama) Battalion Sharpshooters, 

conmanded by Major T. 0. Stone; and Pound's (Mississippi) Battalion 

Sharpshooters, conmanded by Captain M. Pound. French's division would 
2 

move to Mobile if that city was threatened with attack. 

French's division was ordered to move from Meridian to Brandon, 

Mississippi on December 7, 1863. While on that move, some soldiers in 

Ector's and McNair's brigades apparently fought among themselves, in 

40 
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Meridian on December 9. The provost at Meridian arrested some of the 

men, placed them under guard and escorted them back to the train. Gen

eral McNair happened to be on the street when he heard of the fight and 

subsequent arrest. McNair intervened and ordered the soldiers released. 

The provost refused and a verbal battle ensued in which McNair called 

the provost a conscript. While this exchange took place the soldiers 

boarded the train and continued to Brandon. On January 7, 1864 French's 

division moved back to Meridian as ordered by General Polk. As of Janu

ary 20 the division contained 2,906 aggregate present and 4,793 present 

and absent. 

Confederate President Jefferson Davis ordered Johnston to relinquish 

his conmand of the Army of Mississippi to Lieutenant General Leonidas 

Polk on December 16, 1863. Johnston assumed conmand of the Army of 

Tennessee from Braxton Bragg. On December 23, General Polk renamed his 

new conmand as the Department of the Southwest. On January 28, however, 

he changed the name again to the Department of Alabama, Mississippi and 

East Louisiana. 

Union Major (̂ neral William T. Sherman planned to use the month of 

February to destroy Confederate rail lines around Meridian, Mississippi. 

This action would slow down the arrival of Confederate reinforcements 

that might threaten his army at Vicksburg. Sherman ultimately planned 

to send troops to aid Major (̂ neral Nathaniel Banks, who was planning 

the campaign up the Red River, in Louisiana during March, 1864. 

(̂ neral t'rench ordered three days rations prepared because the 

division had changed position to Jackson, Mississippi, on Feburary 4, 
8 

1864. Sherman had about 25,000 infantry and 1,600 cavalrymen marching 
Q 

on Jackson. French had 2,906 troops present opposing Sherman's forces. 

French inmediately retreated out of Jackson and arrived in Morton, Mis

sissippi on February 7. Ector reported from the field that the Union 

Sixteenth Army Corps passed through Clinton, Mississippi on February 8. 

He estimated the Union force to be between 25,000 and 30,000 troops. 

Sherman's men entered Morton on February 9, just as (̂ neral French 
13 

pulled his division out. 
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By this time General Polk and Major General Dabney H. Maury were 

convinced that Sherman's objective was Mobile, Alabama and the railroads 

there. General Maury requested reinforcements from both Polk and General 

Pierre G. T. Beauregard. Beauregard could not spare the men. (General 

Maury believed that his 2,500 effectives could not possibly hold out 

against 35,000 Union troops. Polk mshed two brigades to Mobile with 

four more brigades to follow shortly.•'•̂  Ector's brigade became one of 

the four brigades leaving for Mobile. On February 10, French's division 

received orders to move to Newton Station. From there his division would 

board the train to Meridian and then on to Mobile.•'•̂  

On February 11, orders came for the brigades of Ector and 

Brigadier General Francis Cockrell to remain in Meridian and await 

further orders. While these units were in Meridian Major General W. W. 

Lor ing used them to build obstructions on the roads leading into the 

town. Loring planned to use these forces for the defense of Meridian, 

with Ector's brigade as the reserve. 

For the next six days Polk's retreat continued. He moved French's 

division from Meridian to Moscow, Mississippi. Then the divisions of 

French and Loring crossed the Tombigbee River and rested on the east 

bank during February 17. 

Sherman captured Meridian on February 14 and two days later 

proceeded to carry out his plan. The destruction of the railroads 

around Meridian took four days to complete. Sherman destroyed them in 

an area between 55 and 60 miles in all directions around Meridian. This 

amounted to 115 miles of railroad track destroyed. The Union army then 
18 

retreated back toward Vicksburg, arriving there on March 6. 

Meanwhile (^neral Polk moved his forces back to the west side of 

the Tombigbee River as Sherman withdrew. On February 23, General Loring 

received conmand of his and French's divisions. These two units moved 

to Lauderdale Springs to await further orders. At this time French's 

division contained 5,289 troops. Ector's brigade included about 1,250 

soldiers. 
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Sherman's army at Vicksburg was quiet. He sent 10,000 men to 

General Banks and thus did not participate in any major actions in Mis

sissippi during the month of March. At this time Ector's infantry 

brigade had undergone some minor changes in composition. It consisted 

of the Ninth Texas Infantry, the Tenth Texas Cavalry, the Fourteenth 

Texas Cavalry and the Thirty-second Texas Cavalry, with the IWenty-ninth 

North Carolina Infantry temporarily attached to the brigade. Stone's 

(Alabama) Battalion and Pound's (Mississippi) Battalion left the brigade 

at this time. On March 29, the division moved back to Lauderdale Springs 
20 

to await further orders. 

French's division relocated to TUscalosa, Alabama on April 18. 

General Polk believed a Union cavalry raid was eminent on Northern Ala

bama. This iron and coal producing region offered a tempting target. A 

cavalry strike also would threaten Montgomery and Selma, Alabama. The 
21 

division remained at Tuscalosa for one week from April 18 to 25. 

On April 25, French's division engaged in rounding up deserters and 

Unionists. Ector's brigade had never participated in this type of opera

tion before, (feneral Polk issued a general order from President Davis 

offering a pardon to those deserters who voluntarily retumed to their 

units. Polk used infantry for this task instead of cavalry, because 

deserters and Unionists could evade cavalry easier than masses of 
22 

infantrymen. 

Three years of warfare had taken its toll on French's division. 

During April, Colonel George B. Hodge, assistant inspector general, made 

an inspection tour of the Division. He reported, 

I found Major (^neral French's division at Tuscalosa; it is 
small but the troops were well drilled. The Missouri brigade 
is well armed, equipped and drilled. The Texas brigade of 
Brigadier (^neral Ector was poorly armed and not2Well clothed, 
but still presented a most soldierly appearance. 

After Hodge's inspection, Ector's brigade received reinforcements 

on May 5. The TWenty-ninth and Thirty-ninth North Carolina Infantry 

regiments officially became part of the brigade. These two regiments 

formerly had been assigned to Brigadier (^neral Evander McNair's 
A 24 conrnand. 
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The Twenty-ninth North Carolina Infantry regiment had formed in 

Camp Patton, North Carolina from several westem counties in North Caro

lina in 1861. The regiment moved to Camp Vance, North Carolina, where 

it drilled until October 28. The unit then moved from Camp Vance to 

Raleigh, North Carolina. New orders sent the regiment into eastem Ten

nessee for guard duty controling the bridges from Bristol to Chattanooga. 

In September and October, 1862 the Twenty-ninth Infantry participated in 

the operations around Cumberland Gap, Tennessee as part of the invasion 

of Kentucky by Bragg and Kirby Smith. The regiment remained in Tennessee 

fighting at Stone's River, Tennessee on December 31, 1862. The Twenty-

ninth retreated behind Duck River for winter quarters with the rest of 

the Army of Tennessee. The regiment served in (feneral Joseph E. Johns

ton relieving force at Vicksburg, Mississippi and at Chickamauga Creek, 
25 

(Borgia, temporarily attached to Ector's brigade. 

The Thirty-ninth North Carolina Infantry began much like the 

Thirty-second Texas Cavalry regiment, as a battalion. Colonel David 

Coleman conmanded the battalion vdnich formed into a regiment in May, 

1862 by the same congressional act and elections which formed the Thirty-

second Texas Cavalry. The Thirty-ninth served in eastem Tennessee 

around Cumberland Gap in September and October, 1862. The regiment also 

fought at Stone's River and served with the Twenty-ninth North Carolina 

Infantry as part of the troops in Brigadier (̂ neral Evander McNair's 

brigade under C^neral Joseph E. Johnston. The Thirty-ninth participated 

at Chickamauga Creek and, after the battle, moved to Mississippi. The 

regiment joined Ector's brigade on May 5, 1864 with the Twenty-ninth 
9f» 

North Carolina Infantry. 

On May 4, (̂ neral French received orders to concentrate at 

Montevallo, Alabama as quickly as possible. Because he did not get the 

orders in time, however, he could not execute the movement. He ac

knowledged the order and explained the delay. French finally began 

moving his division on May, and Polk sent the division to (Borgia to aid 
27 

Joe Johnston. 



45 

With Ulysses S. Grant's promotion to Lieutenant General, Sherman 

took conmand of an expanded theatre of operations. He called his juris

diction the Division of the Mississippi. Sherman conmanded three 

subordinate generals and their armies: Major General John M. Schofield, 

conmanding the Army of the Ohio at Knoxville, Tennessee; Major General 

George H. Thomas, conmanding the Army of the Cumberland at Chattanooga, 

Tennessee; and Major General James B. McPherson, conmanding the Army of 

the Tennessee at Huntsville, Alabama. Sherman met with his generals in 

April and decided on a combined offensive in May. He hoped to have 

100,000 troops for action, but did not quite reach that figure because 

of Nathaniel P. Banks' failure in the Red River campaign. Some divisions 

remained on the Mississippi River instead of being sent east. Sherman 

still put in motion three formidable armies. The Army of the Ohio had 

13,559 men, the Army of the Tennessee had 24,465 and the Army of the 

Cumberland contained 60,773 troops. These armies totaled 98,797 soldiers 

and 254 cannon. 

By May 6, Sherman placed the Army of the Cumberland around Ringgold, 

C^orgia; the Army of the Tennessee at (̂ rdon's Mills, (Borgia, and the 

Army of the Ohio north of Dalton, (Borgia on the (Borgia-Tennessee 
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border. Facing Sherman's armies was the Confederate Army of Ten

nessee, conmanded by (Bneral Joseph E. Johnston. Johnston's army, lo

cated around Dalton, (Borgia, had an effective fighting strength of 

54,032.^^ 

(Bneral Sherman's plan called for the Army of the Tennessee to 

strike in a straight line for Resaca or any point on the rail line be

tween Dalton and Resaca, (Borgia. This army would then fall back the 

way it came and take up a strong defensive position at Snake Creek Gap. 

When the Army of the Tennessee attacked, the Army of the Cumberland 

would launch a frontal assault on the Confederate army in position 

while the Army of the Ohio moved down from its position. Should 

Johnston's army try to retreat from Dalton, however, the Army of the 

Tennessee would be in position to cut off that retreat. 
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Sherman used a series of flanking movements to drive Johnston out 

of his entrenchments in northwest Georgia. Sherman advanced on Resaca 

in an effort to cut off the Confederates in Dalton. Johnston per

ceived this threat and pulled his forces back from Dalton."̂ ^ 

A Federal assault on Polk's troops crossed the Oostemaula River 

near Calhoun, Georgia on May 14. This action threatened to cut off 

Johnston's army from Atlanta. Johnston decided not to risk battle 

against the larger Federal army. Instead, he hoped to slowly fall back 

and attempt to give battle against isolated Union units where the Con-

federate army would have an advantage. 

French's division arrived at Rome, (Borgia on May 16, and French 

inmediately sent Sears' brigade by rail to join Johnston at Resaca. 

French had ordered Ector's brigade to Resaca when he leamed that Union 

troops were two and one half miles from Rome. He countermanded his or

der and sent Ector's brigade acorss the Oostenaula River. Once across 

the brigade divided. Half of the men joined other troops in the breast

works and the other half went out to a ridge in front of Rome as 

skirmishers. Two arriving cavalry units reinforced Ector's skirmishers 

and subsequently assaulted the Union skirmishers driving them back. At 

midnight, Ector's brigade withdrew toward Kingston, (Borgia and arrived 

there at 7:00 a.m. on May 18. The rest of French's division moved to 
32 

Cassville on the moming of the 18th, and linked up with Lieutenant 
33 

(Bneral Polk's corps. Ector's brigade retreated out of Kingston which 
34 

Federal troops captured on May 18. 

On May 19, Sherman located the Confederate army at Cassville. 
35 

While he prepared for a major battle,~ Johnston did the same. Johnston 

felt the terrain benefitted his army. He ordered (Bneral Hood to ad

vance northwest against Federal troops moving southeast from Adairsville, 

(Borgia. Hood started forward on the Confederate right, but one of his 

officers informed him that Union troops had outflanked their right. 

This information caused Hood to pull back. Since the opportunity to at

tack had been lost, Johnston drew his army up in a defensive position. 

He felt that this offered his army the best chance for victory. Hood 

and Polk disagreed, however, and persuaded Johnston to retreat across 
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the Etowah River. During the aftemoon of the 19th, French's division 

skirmished constantly with the enemy. Division losses were light."̂ ^ 

Johnston carried out the retreat by May 21, and Sherman occupied the 

land up to the Etowah River including Rome and Cassville. 

Sherman realized the defensive value of the Allatoona Pass and 

decided to out flank it to the right. On May 23, he moved his army 

toward Dallas, Georgia. The armies fought a major battle at New Hope 

Church, which was the junction of three roads leading from Acworth, 

Marietta and Dallas. Sherman used a corps to try to secure this junc

tion, but after a two hour fight Union troops failed to dislodge the 

Confederate forces there. 

The two armies skirmished for three days while Johnston planned to 

use Hood's corps in a major attack. However, Hood delayed, and Johnston 

abandoned the idea of an assault. 

Sherman gradually shifted of his armies to the left of his line. 

Since Confederate troops held good defensive positions in the rough ter

rain around New Hope Church, Sherman decided to thin the Confederate 

line by extending his own lines. As the larger Union army moved left, 

(Bneral Johnston had to move his line to the right or abandon his 
.̂ . 41 position. 

During these movements French realized that his troops were spread 

too thinly. He wanted to send Ector's brigade into the line on the left 

of Major (Bneral W. W. Loring, which would alleviate the problem somewhat, 

but he also wanted another brigade as reinforcements. Before he could 

make that request, a brigade arrived from (Bneral Polk. With these new 

troops, French decided not to send Ector's brigade into the line. In

stead, the brigade remained in position as a well-rested, fresh reserves. 

On May 29, French issued detailed instructions to (Bnerals Ector and 

Sears concerning an enemy attack. Should Union troops launch a frontal 

assault on Sears' line which caused a retreat, Ector's brigade in the 

second line of trenches would move up to support Sears' brigade. Ector 

would act at the discretion of Sears. French also planned on the possi

bility of an outflanking movement to the right. In the event of such 

action, Ector would place his brigade perpendicular to (Bneral Sears' 
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defensive position. This would place Sears' brigade to the rear of 

Ector's line which would defend against the flanking movement. Both 

conmanders would act on their own initiative."̂ ^ 

The Army of Tennessee pulled back to good defensive positions 

around Marietta, Georgia on May 25. Marietta's natural defenses in

cluded a small chain of mountains consisting of Bmsh, Pine, Lost and 

Kenesaw mountains. Hood's corps defended the Marietta and Canton road 

while Loring's held Kenesaw Mountain. Loring took over Polk's corps 

when Polk was killed by an artillery shell on June 14. Lieutenant Gen

eral William Hardee's corps was placed across the Marietta Road and 

extended to Lost Mountain. Johnston's forces stretched for twelve miles 
. 4 4 

around Marietta. French s division was part of Loring's line stationed 

on Kenesaw Mountain. The division entrenched while on the mountain. 

On June 21, Hood's corps moved to his left and a cavalry corps took its 

place in line. This movement extended Johnston's line even further. A 

battle ensued the next day between Hood's corps and Major (Bneral Joseph 

Hooker's corps. Confederate troops succeeded in pushing back the Union 

line but fresh Federal reinforcements turned back Hood's advance. 

(Bneral Sherman felt that he had to keep the Confederate army off 

balance by changing his tactics. Therefore, from June 24, to June 27, 

he made repeated frontal assaults at Johnston's troops. On the third 

day of the offensive, French's division received an attack. Union 

troops drove part of (Bneral Cockrell's brigade out of their trenches. 

Well directed Confederate artillery fire forced the attackers back with 
48 

heavy losses. Ector's brigade was not engaged in this assault. 

Colonel William H. Young, conmanding the Ninth Infantry regiment, 

acted as an observer during the battle of Kenesaw Mountain. He was sta

tioned on the southem slope of Little Kenesaw Mountain. Union forces 

built two lines of breastworks while Brigadier (Bneral Cockrell's brigade 

entrenched. A field and a strip of woods separated the two forces. On 

the moming of June 27, Colonel Young noticed that Union troops had 

formed thick lines of skirmishers prepared to advance. Union artillery 

signalled the start of the advance by shelling the Confederate positions. 
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The company of Confederates in the trenches retreated during the 

shelling. A second company of Confederates reoccupied these trenches. 

Federal soldiers moved into the woods first and then overran the line 

of Confederate trenches. The Union troops came out of the woods too 

rapidly for the Confederate soldiers to halt the advance. Colonel Young 

observed that Union infantry actually fired down into the trenches them

selves. This company of Cockrell's brigade could not escape, most were 

either killed or captured. Colonel Young left his position a short time 

after Federal soldier captured the trenches. 

Union units suffered appalling casualties during this three day 

battle at Kenesaw Mountain. (Bneral Sherman's frontal assaults against 

em 
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an entrenched enemy cost him 3,000 soldiers. Confederate losses 

amounted to 442. 

(Bneral Johnston kenw that his army was outnumbered by Federal 

forces. Therefore, during the retreat, he took advantage of Union mis

takes in order to swing the battle odds in his favor. Johnston 

constantly entrenched his army in good defensive positions in the hope of 

fighting the t3^e of battle just won. He had been maneuvered out of his 

positions numerous times by Union flanking movements. At Marietta, 
52 

Johnston's army amounted to 60,564 effective men present. Sherman had 
53 

100,851 men available for combat. 

Sherman pushed on relentlessly in spite of the Union setback. On 

July 1, he took up the outflanking maneuvers that were so successful in 

the early phases of the campaign. A cavalry division from the Army of 

the Cumberland replaced (Bneral McPherson's army in line. This army 

moved to its right to outflank Johnston's troops. Johnston perceived 

the threat to Atlanta and pulled his army out of their excellent de

fensive positions. On July 2, Johnston's army positioned itself around 

Smyrna Church. 

Union forces captured Marietta on July 3. Sherman hoped to inflict 

a defeat upon Johnston's retreating army at the Chattahoochee River, but 

Johnston anticipated a possible Union attack while his army crossed the 

river. He erected a strong defensive position around his crossing point 

on the river. This stopped (Bneral Sherman's contemplated assault. 
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Sherman stopped for one week before crossing the Chattahoochee. He 

located three good crossing points and occupied them first with cavalry 

and then with infantry. More importantly, this left him only eight 

miles from Atlanta. In the meantime, he moved supplies closer to his 

field of operation. 

Johnston prepared his defense around Atlanta by first ordering some 

(Borgia militia units to occupy the entrenchments and breastworks inside 

the city. The Army of Tennessee positioned itself along the Chattahoochee 

River and Peach Tree Creek. Johnston hoped to attack the Union Army in 

the process of crossing these streams or the Chattahoochee River. 

On July 17, the Secretary of War, J. A. Seddon, relieved General 

Johnston of his conmand, citing failure to halt the Union advance into 

(Borgia. Lieutenant (Bneral John Bell Hood assumed conmand of the 
CO 

Army of Tennessee and the Department of Tennessee on July 18. 

(Bneral French's division held a section of the battle line along 

the Chattahoochee River to the mouth of Peach Tree Creek. He entrenched 
59 

his division during the next two days. 
From July 17 to 19 Ector's brigade sustained casualties from enemy 

artillery fire while it held a portion of the line on the far left of 
60 

the army. Brigadier (Bneral John Adams' brigade held the section of 

the line inmediately right of Ector's brigade. Adams, in a conmunication 

to (Bneral French, felt that Ector's brigade was over extended. Adams 

predicted that if Federal troops attacked Ector's position the brigade 

could not possibly hold. He also felt Ector's brigade was too small and 

should be relieved in the line by a larger unit. Accordingly, (Bneral 

Claudius Sears' brigade replaced Ector's brigade in the line on the 

night of July 19. Ector's brigade took a new position closer to Peach 
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Tree Creek but still on the left of the line. 

Hood believed that he should take the offensive against the Union 

army. He planned an attack for July 20, at 1:00 p.m. His plan called 

for a division, under Major (Bneral Benjamin Cheatham, to hold the 

Army of the Cumberland in position, while two Confederate corps, 

conmanded by (Bnerals Alexander P. Stewart and William J. Hardee, 
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attacked it. Hood hoped to crush this Union army and then tum on 

Sherman's other two armies.^^ 

Ector's brigade moved to the right and then forward to a new trench 

line on July 20. Skirmishers fought with Union troops and were pushed 

back into the brigade. Ector's brigade moved right again, this time to 

support Cockrell's forces.̂ "̂  

Hood's major assault did not start until 4 p.m. because of a delay 

by General Hardee. The attack subsequently failed because Hardee's 

troops could not dislodge the Union troops facing them. Stewart's corps 

advanced but had to retreat because of intense enemy fire on their front 

and flank. Part of the flank fire came from the Federal position that 

(Bneral Hardee could not drive back. 

Ector's brigade moved to new trenches near the Pace Ferry road on 

July 21. Federal troops attacked the skirmishers and force back the 

Fourteenth Texas Cavalry. This attack could have been disastrous for the 

brigade except that Colonel John L. Camp removed his regiment in good 

order to a second line of trenches. This second line held until the 

brigade finished their retreat. 

Ector's brigade sustained 39 casualties during engagements on 

July 19, 20 and 21. The IWenty-ninth North Carolina counted 28 missing. 

The Ninth Texas had 8 wounded. The Fourteenth Texas lost one killed and 

one wounded. The Thirty-second Texas had one man killed. 

The brigade assumed its place in the defensive works around Atlanta 

on July 22. Its position extended from the Marietta road to the Turner's 

Ferry road. The defensive preparation included two lines of trenches 

and two forward lines of ditches. The first or outer ditch contained 

sharpened brush. The second ditch had sharpened stakes pointing at an 

angle toward the enemy. Between July 22 and July 24 the brigade con-

structed fortifications in their positions. 

Sherman sent his armies forward to occupy the abandoned Confederate 

positions. His line stretched for two and one half miles in a semicircle 
69 

around Atlanta. Hood decided to use Atlanta to anchor the left of his 

defensive line. He placed Stewart's and Cheatham's corps inside the 

city to strengthen defenses on July 21. He then sent Hardee's corps 
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from the left side of the line all the way around the right. His corps 

hoped to tum the left flank of the Union Army of the Tennessee. As 

soon as Hardee attacked on July 22, Cheatham was to attack and then 

Stewart. General Hood wanted to hit the Union troops in the flank and 

then roll up the enemy's line. Hardee's troops struck (Bneral McPherson's 

army a furious blow which tumed the Union flank. Cheatham's corps did 

not advance as successfully as did Hardee's and consequently they re

treated. This battle temporarily halted Sherman's attempt to capture 

Atlanta.^^ 

On July 27, Brigadier (Bneral Ector was critically wounded while 

directing artillery fire. An enemy artillery shell fragnent struck him 

above the knee. His wound resulted in the amputation of his left leg at 

mid thigh. Colonel William H. Young of the Ninth Texas Infantry became 

the conmander of Ector's brigade. Young moved the brigade to new posi

tions as a reserve unit. The brigade remained in this position until 

July 31. On that day Ector's brigade once again took a position at the 

front. On August 2 Federal troops attacked Ector's brigade and drove 

back their skirmishers. The next day Union soldiers entrenched in front 

of the brigade and set up artillery. This artillery fired into Ector's 

brigade at point blank range. Three days later French ordered the bri

gade to attack the Federal pickets. Colonel Youag formed a line of 

battle with the Ninth Texas-Infantry and the Thirty-Ninth North Carolina 

Infantiry in the picket trenches. The Tenth Texas Cavalry was already in 

the picket trenches on duty. Together these three regiments moved for

ward and forced back the Federals. This was the last action for Ector's 

brigade until August 27. Their successful attack caused the Union army 

to reinforce the lines in front of the brigade. Colonel Young had to 

keep two regiments on picket duty to counter this new Union threat. 

On August 26, (Bneral Sherman started moving his line to the right. 

He suspected that Hood seemed determined to hold his defensive positions 

even if Atlanta was destroyed by Union artillery fire. Sherman moved 
72 

his army east toward Jonesborough, (Borgia. (Bneral Hood discovered 

this movement and ordered two corps to Jonesborough to stop it. If (Bn

eral Hardee succeeded in his attack. Hood hoped that Sherman would draw 
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strength away from his right to cover Hardee's attack. This would leave 

Hood free to attack Sherman's weakened right flank. Hood pinned the 

fate of Atlanta upon Hardee's attack. However General Hardee's attack 

failed, and Hood was forced to evacuate Atlanta. 

Colonel Young received information that the enemy had left their 

positions in front of the brigade. French ordered Ector's brigade to 

pursue and find the Federal troops. On August 28, Young deployed his 

brigade with two regiments on either side of Turner's Ferry road. The 

Fourteenth Texas Cavalry acted as the skirmishers for the brigade. 

Colonel Young caught the Union army and launched a probe attack. French 

ordered the brigade back to the trenches formerly held by the Union army. 

On September 1, at 9:00 p.m. Ector's brigade led General French's divi

sion out of Atlanta. French's division was the last Confederate 

military unit to leave the city. The division marched all night and ar

rived at Lovejoy's station on the night of September 2. 
76 

Sherman captured Atlanta on September 2. Union casualties for 

the Atlanta campaign amounted to 34,514. Of those 4,988 were killed, 

25,007 were wounded and 4,708 were missing. The Army of Tennessee re-
78 

ceived reinforcements bringing the total force up to 66,089. The army 
79 

conmanded by (Bnerals Johnston and Hood took 23,644 casualties. The 

Army of Tennessee suffered 35.77 percent casualties while the three Union 

armies lost 34.93 percent casualties. French's division took 1,766 cas

ualties. Losses for Ector's brigade totaled 492 of which 64 were killed, 

314 wounded and 114 missing. Ector's brigade took almost 28 percent of 
80 

the casualties sustained by French's division. 

Ector's brigade fought almost continuously from the Meridian 

campaign in February to the fall of Atlanta in September, 1864. In some 

of the battles it was not as heavily engaged as other stronger units. 

The two costliest battles were the Chattahoochee River and Atlanta was 

the most important because Confederate conmanders used the brigade in 

the front lines more and less in a reserve role. The size of Ector's 

brigade worried some conmanders because it had become one of the smaller 

units in the Army of Tennessee. The brigade also lost its original 

conmander, Ector, whose wound prevented him from rejoining his old unit. 
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CHAPTER V 

ALLATOONA AND NASHVILLE CAMPAIGNS, 1864 

Ector's brigade fought at two crucial engagements during the autumn 

of 1864. French's division attempted to destroy the railroad and over

whelm the garrison at Allatoona, Georgia in October. The timely arrival 

of Union reinforcements prevented this. Two months later Ector's bri

gade participated in the disasterous battle of Nashville. 

General Sherman intended to advance to Savannah, Georgia while 

leaving George H. Thomas to watch Hood, who moved to Alabama because he 

felt he could not stop Sherman from attacking Macon or Augusta, (Borgia. 

Hood hoped Sherman would divide his army giving him a chance to attack 

each part individually. Thomas watched Hood's army with the intention 

of halting rebel movement into Tennessee or attacking into Alabama if 

Hood pursued the Union army under Sherman. 

(Bneral John Bell Hood attempted a prisoner exchange with General 

William T. Sherman after the retreat from Atlanta. The details of the 

prisoner transfer were worked out on September 8 and 9. Both sides 

agreed to a ten day cease-fire in order to complete the process. 

Prisoners would be traded according to a previously agreed upon format. 

Sherman also wanted to remove all civilians from Atlanta. He gave them 

a choice of moving either north or south. The refugees moving south 

would be sent to Rough and Ready where representatives of the Confederate 

government would receive them. 

Refugees began arriving from Atlanta on September 13. Hood used all 

the wagons his army could spare to transport the homeless to Lovejoy's 

Station. Trains there transported the refugees to various points further 

south. Ector's brigade was at Lovejoy's Station during the evacuation. 
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Major General Samuel G. French, conmander of the division which 

included Ector's brigade, wrote a letter to Jefferson Davis regarding 

the morale of the army. French believed that the morale of the forces 

under General Hood had deteriorated during the last two months, and he 

requested that Davis send officers to Georgia to verify his claims.^ 

Hood, conmanding the Army of Tennessee, held the same opinion of 

morale as General French. Hood believed that the series of retreats 

connected with the recent Atlanta campaign had injured the morale of his 

forces. Confederate troops were deserting daily because of low morale. 

Consequently he thought that morale would drop further and desertions 

would increase should the Army of Tennessee abandon north (Borgia and 

fall back into south (Borgia or Alabama. Hood's second reason for not 

opting for retreat was the indefensibility of the south Georgia terrain. 

Hood discussed these options with his corps conmanders and concluded 

that an advance against the enemy was the most logical course of action. 

Hood's plan centered upon two objectives. His first objective 

would be to cut the Union supply line running out of Tennessee, by turn

ing Sherman's flank. His second goal was to force the Union evacuation 

of Atlanta. Earlier, Hood thought that his two cavalry units operating 

in Tennessee, under Bedford Forrest, and in (Borgia under Joseph Wheeler, 

could destroy Union supply lines running into (Borgia. These units were 

unsuccessful, however, after repeated attempts. Hood's beliefs about 

the shortcomings of his cavalry were borne out by (Bneral Sherman in his 

praise for Colonel W. W. Wright. Wright had conmanded the railroad re

pair units which kept the supply trains running. Sherman said, 

I must bear full and liberal testimony to the energetic and 
successful management of our railroads during the campaign. No 
matter where a break was made, the repair train seemed on the 
spot, and damage was repaired generally before I knew of the 
break. Bridges have been built with surprising rapidity, and 
the locomotive whistle was heard in our advanced camps before 
the echo of skirmish fire had ceased. 

Hood used the truce with Sherman to prepare for his move north. 

He brought up supplies and repaired rail lines. Hood moved his entire 

army to the left on September 18. The cease fire ended on September 21, 
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but neither army made any offensive movements. By September 29, Hood's 

army stretched from West Point, south of Atlanta, west to the Chatta-

hoochie river. The Army of Tennessee started its flanking movement, 

reaching Lost Mountain on October 3. Hood ordered Lieutenant General 

Alexander P. Stewart to send a division to Allatoona, Georgia, to cap

ture a large quantity of Union supplies reported there.^ 

Stewart ordered French's conmand to Allatoona. His objective was 

to tear up the railroad tracks and block the railroad gorge with timber 

and debris. Union forces had made Allatoona a supply depot which was 

supposed to be lightly defended. Stewart expected French to capture the 

depot while French also planned for his troops to bum the bridge over 

the Etowah River. 

(Bneral French received twelve pieces of artillery and a detachment 

of cavalry for his mission. His division left Big Shanty on October 4, 

at 3:30 p.m. The men halted for rations at sunset near Acworth, six miles 

away. They waited for hours until their food arrived at 11 p.m. French 

did not know the area, so he found a guide to lead his division through 

the rugged terrain. He sent fifteen cavalry troopers toward the Etowah 

River to tear up the rails near the bridge. He hoped that this would 

prevent enemy troops from leaving or bringing up reinforcements. 

French ascertained that a block house and a garrison of one hundred 

men guarded the bridge over Allatoona creek. Three regiments and one 

battalion, stationed in two redoubts and equipped with four pieces of 

artillery, actually guarded Allatoona. (Bneral French sent the Fourth 

Regiment Mississippi Volunteers and one artillery piece to capture the 

garrison and bridge over Allatoona creek. 

The remainder of French's forces crossed Allatoona creek, arriving 

at Allatoona at 3:00 a.m. French ordered the eleven remaining pieces of 

artillery into the hills south and east. Two regiments from Ector's 

brigade, the Thirty-second Texas Cavalry, and the Thirty-ninth North 

Carolina Infantry, dropped off as artillery support. 

French's guide proved to be a mistake, as he succeeded in getting 

the division lost. The rugged and densely overgrown terrain made slow 

going. French ordered a halt until daylight to rest and await better 
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visibility. The division resumed marching and by 7:30 a.m. had reached 

the bridge west of the redoubts. French surveyed the Federal defensive 

positions for the first time. Instead of facing two redoubts. Confed

erate troops saw three redoubts, one fort and three lines of trenches. 

French's battle plan called for Brigadier General C. W. Sears' 

brigade of Mississippi Volunteers to attack the north side of the Union 

position. Brigadier General Francis Cockrell's Missouri brigade formed 

up on the ridge overlooking Allatoona. Brigadier General William H. 

Young positioned Ector's brigade behind Cockrell's force on the ridge. 

Confederate artillery would open the attack while Sears' infantry 

charged. The other two brigades joined the battle after hearing the 

sounds of musket fire, hitting the Union forces in the flank. 

United States forces at Allatoona consisted of parts of four 

regiments with a total of 1,054 men under the conmand of Lieutenant Colo

nel John Tourtellotte. When Brigadier General John M. Corse arrived 

with troops of the United States Fourth division he assumed conmand of 

the men at Allatoona. Sherman believed that Confederate forces planned 

to strike at Allatoona or Rome, (Borgia. He ordered the Fourth division 

to Allatoona as reinforcements on October 4. A railroad accident delayed 

the nxDvement of the Fourth division until 7:00 p.m. Railroad workers put 

together twenty cars and Corse loaded four regiments and 165,000 rounds 

of ammunition onto the train which pulled into Allatoona about 1:00 a.m. 

on the moming of October 5. Corse sent the train back with orders to 

bring forward as many men of the Fourth division as the cars could 
8 

carry. 

Tourtellotte, conmanding the forces at Allatoona, deployed his 

forces as follows: The Ninety-third Illinois with the Twelfth Wisconsin 

battery occupied the fort with pickets posted outside. The Fourth Min

nesota Infantry covered the railroad pass at the base of the gorge on 

the north side of the railroad. The Eighteenth Wisconsin Infantry sent 

one detachment of thirty men to guard the bridge over the Allatoona 
9 

Creek. The rest of the Eighteenth Wisconsin waited in reserve. Corse 

positioned his men so that the defenses at Allatoona were lengthened and 

increased. He also sent two companies to unload anmunition for the 

rest of the division. 
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The first firing at Allatoona took place between pickets of the 

Ninety-third Illinois Infantry and the forward elements of French's divi

sion at 1:30 a.m. Tourtellotte sent reinforcements to the Ninety-third. 

After the initial attack Colonel Tourtellotte redeployed his troops."̂ ^ 

Union reserves amounted to only one battalion because of the Confederate 

attack. Corse deployed the rest of his reserves to strengthen federal 

weak points. 

Confederate artillery started shelling Union positions about 6:30 

a.m., while Sears' brigade skirmished heavily with the Union south and 

west flank. The remainder of French's conmand could not move into po

sition until 9:00 a.m., because of the almost impossible terrain. Thirty 

minutes earlier French sent the following message to the commanding of

ficer of the United States forces: 

Sir: I have placed the forces of my conmand in such a position 
that you are surrounded, and to avoid a needless effusion of 
blood, I call on you to surrender your forces at once and un
conditionally. Five minutes will be allowed you to decide. 
Should you accede to this, you will be treated in the most 
honorable manner as prisoners of war. Corse replied: Your 
communication demanding surrender of my conmand I acknowledge 
receipt of, and would respectfully reply that we are prepared 
for the-,!needless effusion of blood,' wjfienever it is agreeable 
to you. 

Corse addressed his troops about the impending assault following 

his refusal to surrender. He believed that his forces prepare for some 

very heavy fighting, and he repositioned the Thirty-ninth Iowa and the 

Seventh Illinois regiments so that they could hold the spur of the rail

road. Colonel Tourtellotte went to the east hill with orders to hold 

that position at all costs and send for reinforcements if needed. Corse 

sent two companies of the Ninety-third Illinois to hold the north side 

of the railroad gorge. Three companies of the Ninety-third, having been 

forced off the west end of the ridge, were moved south of the redoubt 

with instructions to cover the town with musket fire and guard the de

pot. The last battalion of the Ninety-third remained in reserve. 

French split up Ector's brigade, leaving the Thirty-second Texas 

Cavalry and the Thirty-ninth North Carolina Infantry to support the 
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artillery. The rest of the brigade held a position behind Cockrell's 

unit. Ector's troops formed a line of battle from right to left with 

the Ninth Texas Infantry first, the Fourteenth Texas Cavalry next in 

line, with the Tenth Texas Cavalry on its left and the TWenty-ninth 

North Carolina Infantry holding the left flank of the brigade. The 

Fourteenth Texas Cavalry would lead the brigade in the forthcoming 

assault. 

Cockrell's brigade advanced under heavy Union musket fire. Felled 

timber, abatis and rough terrain made the advance slow, but the Confed

erates overran the first trench line and one redoubt. Cockrell's 

brigade stopped to regroup before assaulting upon the second Federal 

line. Ector's brigade occupied a position six hundred yards from the 

first Union defense line. Then it advanced three hundred yards at 10:00 

a.m., stopped and laid on the ground. The IWenty-ninth North Carolina 

Infantry became separated from the remainder of the force during the ad

vance. Ector's brigade resumed its advance after Cockrell overran the 

first line of Federal trenches. Ector's brigade occupied these trenches 

and prepared for the second assault. Young, conmanding Ector's brigade, 

addressed the troops before the attack, outlining the tasks required of 

them and pointing out which section of the enemy line to attack. 

IWo Union infantry regiments, the Thirty-ninth Iowa and the Seventh 

Illinois, halted Cockrell's and Ector's brigades at the second line of 

trenches. The Ninety-third Illinois Infantry reinforced the two hard 

pressed Federal regiments. (Bneral Corse moved two companies of the 

Ninety-third Infantry north to stem the attack on that sector by (Bneral 

Sears' forces. This third assault by Cockrell's and Ector's brigades 

struck the Seventh Illinois and the Thirty-ninth Iowa in the front. 

Simultaneously, Sears' Mississippians overran the two companies of the 

Ninety-third Illinois sent to stop it. Corse, realizing that his two 

companies could not hold Sears' brigade, dispatched the Fiftieth Il

linois Infantry from the fort to the north in support of the two 

threatened companies. He reacted too late, however as Sears' brigade 

swept aside the resistance and struck the Thirty-ninth Iowa in the right 

flank. The lowans managed to hold their position long enough for the 
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Seventh and the Ninety-third Illinois Infantry regiments to retreat east 

to the fort. Timely rifle fire from the Fourth Minnesota Infantry into 

the flank of Sears' brigade slowed its attack considerably. This fire 

prevented Sears from rolling up the line of the Thirty-ninth Iowa and the 

Ninety-third Illinois.'̂ '̂  

French's division had pushed the Federals back to the third and 

final line of defenses, but these defenses proved harder to capture. All 

Union troops remaining now manned the defenses inside and in front of 

the fort on the east side. Union fire pinned the Confederates in the 

second line of trenches. Both sides fired at each other until 1:30 p.m., 

when French ordered the retreat. He had received a message that Union 

troops had occupied Big Shanty at 9:00 a.m., threatening to trap the di

vision if he did not fall back. Ector's brigade acted as a rear guard 

in the captured trenches for the retreating division. The brigade 
18 

pulled out by regiments and in good order. 

Union and Confederate forces sustained heavy casualties in the 

battle of Allatoona. (Bneral Corse conmanded 1,944 troops compared to 

(Bneral French's 2,000 men. Although French had more men, two of his 

regiments were detached as artillery support. Corse reported his losses 

as 142 killed, 352 wounded and 212 missing for a total of 706--a casu

alty rate of 36 percent. French reported divisional losses at 122 

killed, 443 wounded and 234 missing. This amounted to 799 casualties. 

The individual brigades in French's division suffered the following 

losses: Cockrell had 42 killed, 182 wounded and 22 missing for a total 

of 246. Sears' brigade lost 37 killed, 114 wounded and 200 missing 

amounting to 351. Ector's brigade reported 43 killed, 147 wounded, 11 

missing and 1 captured for 202 total. The 799 casualties in French's 

division amounted to almost 40 percent. 

The individual regiments in Ector's brigade reported their 

casualties as follows: The Twenty-ninth North Carolina lost 12 killed, 

39 wounded and 3 missing out of 138. These losses amounted to 37 per

cent. The Ninth Texas Infantry reported 45 killed, wounded and missing 

out of 101 for 44.5 percent. The Fourteenth Texas Cavalry suffered 4 

killed and 45 wounded out of 87. Fifty-six of the Fourteenth's soldiers 
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were killed or wounded. The Thirty-ninth North Carolina and the 

Thirty-second Texas Cavalry suffered only minimal casualties."̂ ^ The 

Tenth Texas Cavalry suffered approximately 49 casualties.^^ 

Ector's brigade lost its second conmander during this battle. 

Brigadier General William Hugh Young fell wounded in the ankle and could 

not return to Confederate lines before Federal forces captured him. The 

wound he received became infected due to insufficient medical treatment. 

A Union surgeon saved his leg and probably his life by pouring nitric 

acid directly into the wound. This had the effect of buming the in

fection out. Later, the Federals transferred General Young to the prison 

camp on Johnson's Island in Lake Erie where he spent the remaining months 

of the war. Colonel Julius A.. Andrews became the next conmander of Ec

tor's brigade. Colonel John L. Camp, conmanding the Fourteenth Texas 

Cavalry, received a serious thigh wound. Lieutenant Colonel Abram Harris 
21 

assumed conmand of the regiment. 

The threatened arrival of Union reinforcements caused (Bneral French 

to retreat out of Allatoona before capturing the last redoubt. French's 

division moved to Lost Mountain and joined the rest of Stewart's corps 

by October 13. At Tilton, (Borgia, French's division engaged Union troops 

garrisoning a block house. Stewart decided that the blockhouse was too 

strong, however, and did not pursue the fight further. His corps then 

continued its march toward Alabama with the rest of the Army of Ten

nessee. The army crossed the Alabama state line on October 23, and 

headquartered at Ihscumbia one week later. Hood placed one corps at 

Florence, Alabama and kept the rest of the army with him. The Army of 

Tennessee remained in camp until November 13, when it concentrated at 
22 

Florence. 

Hood could not move his forces because of heavy rains in the area. 

Stewart attempted to cross the Tennessee river on November 19, but 

weather conditions would not permit this until the next day when Hood's 

Tennessee campaign began. Hood ascertained that Union forces occupied 

Pulaski, Tennessee and that smaller units were at Lawrenceburg, Ten

nessee. When Hood maneuvered his army to cut off these Union forces 

from Nashville, Union troops withdrew before the Confederates could 

succeed. The Army of Tennessee continued marching toward Nashville, 

occupying Columbia, Tennessee on November 28.^ 
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Stewart s corps crossed the Duck river above Columbia, Tennessee 

and Rutherford's creek on November 29. Ector's brigade was on detached 

service from French's division. The brigade marched from Florence, Ala

bama with orders to guard the pontoon train. Consequently Ector's 

brigade was not present for the battle of Franklin on November 30.̂ "̂  

Major General Geroge H. Thomas, conmanding the Department of the 

Cumberland, watched Hood's Army of Tennessee as ordered by Sherman on 

November 12. Thomas was instructed to react to the movements of the 

Confederate army. If Hood followed Sherman's army, Thomas would move 

into Alabama. If Hood attempted to occupy Tennessee, Thomas would re

sist. Hood opted for the aggressive course of action. (Bneral Thomas 

believed that his army was half the size of Hood's army. Union units 

attempted a stand along the Duck river at Columbia, Tennessee. Union 

divisions first stopped the rebels until the Confederates crossed six 

miles above Columbia. This crossing threatened the retreat of Union 

troops and supply trains. One Union division moved fifteen miles north 

of Columbia to cover the retreat of the supply trains while the rest of 

the Union troops at Columbia retreated toward Franklin, Tennessee. Gen

eral Thomas pulled his scattered units in toward Nashville. Union troops 

halted the Confederates long enough to allow Federal supply trains to 

enter Nashville. On December 1, the last of the Union forces reached 
25 

Nashville. 

The campaign proved to be a disaster for the Army of Tennessee. 

The weather tumed very cold around December 9. An ice storm covered 

the ground and infantry and cavalry could only nxDve by exerting maximum 

effort. Some men on the Confederate side marched without shoes. Major 

(Bneral William Bate sent out a detail to gather second-hand shoes from 

the citizens which helped somewhat. The soldiers of Ector's brigade 

suffered with the rest of the army. Wallace G. Rudd, private in the 

Fourteenth Texas Cavalry, was one of the men barefooted. He subsequently 

caught fever and went to the hospital at Columbus, Mississippi. 

Stewart's corps advanced to within a few miles of Nashville. It 

occupied a position between two roads converging on Nashville on the 

left of the Army of Tennessee. Stewart's men proceeded to extend the 
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line of trenches started by Loring's division for about one and one half 

miles. Cavalry covered the rest of the line toward the Cumberland river. 

Ector's brigade stood picket duty with cavalry posted on the right and 

left.^^ 

On December 15 Stewart ordered Ector's and Sears' forces to help 

fortify General Walthall's position.^^ An officer from Walthall's staff 

placed Ector's brigade in position on the left of Walthall's division 

behind a hill. At 11:00 a.m. Union troops overran a section of the left 

side of the line after an artillery barrage. Walthall dispatched Ector's 

brigade to Compton's house to hold the Hardin road and protect the left 

flank. Union troops who had taken the first position now attacked Ec

tor's brigade, driving it out of its entrenched position. Walthall 

reformed his lines at dark. Ector's brigade moved to a reserve position 

under cover of a hill on the left side of the line. This position re

ceived heavy artillery fire on the moming of December 16. Hood ordered 

Ector's brigade to report to him at noon, while Brigadier General Daniel 

H. Reynolds' brigade reported to General Stewart at 3:15 p.m. Ector's 

brigade moved to the hills behind Stewart's corps, and attacked a Union 

force holding part of a ridge on the east side of the Granny White road. 

This along with an Arkansas brigade, halted the Union advance. Yet 
29 

these rebels were not strong enough to retake any of the lost ground. 

While Ector's and Reynolds' brigades held on the left, the center of the 

line gave way. Union troops poured through the gap overrunning the en

tire Confederate position, and Hood's forces retreated in confusion 

toward Franklin. The retreat continued on December 17 toward Columbia. 

Federal cavalry harassed the retreating army until it crossed the Duck 

River and entered Columbia the next day. 

(Bneral Hood wanted to hold at least part of Tennessee behind the 

Duck river, but the miserable condition of his army forced him to change 

his plans, however. On December 21 he headed for Tupelo, Mississippi. 

The rear guard, conmanded by Major (Bneral Nathan Bedford Forrest, con

sisted of the following brigades: Featherston's, Palmer's, Strahl's, 

Smith's, Maney's, Reynolds', Ector's, and Quarles'. The three brigades 

under General Walthall were Ector's, Reynolds' and (paries'. Before 
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assuming the tasks of rear guard, Walthall consolidated his three 

brigades. Ector's brigade and Reynolds' brigade paired up under Briga

dier General Daniel H. Reynolds, (fries' brigade united with Feather

ston's brigade under Brigadier General W. H. Featherston, as a part of 

Stewart's corps. Walthall consolidated Palmer's brigade with Smith's, 

and Maney's brigade with Strahl's in addition to the other consolidated 

units. Walthall combined these units to make their formations more com-

pact and easier to manage. 

Hood instructed Forrest to hold Columbia as long as possible, and 

then to retreat through Pulaski, Tennessee toward Florence, Alabama. 

Forrest tried to prevent Union troops from crossing the Duck, but on 

December 22 some Federals reached the south bank. Forrest ordered his 

forces to retreat infantry first. He halted his columns at Lynnville, 

Tennessee on December 23. 

The next day Forrest resumed his march. Union cavalry made repeated 

attacks upon Forrest's troops. He entrenched Walthall's division at 

Richland creek to protect his cavalry in crossing the stream. The rear 

guard caught up with the stragglers from the Army of Tennessee. The in

creased artillery and wagon traffic on the road slowed all units down. 

Forrest decided to ambush the pursuing Federal cavalry on December 

25 to gain time for his slower units. IWo brigades of cavalry and two 

brigades of infantry hid in the woods seven miles outside of Pulaski, 

where two brigades stood ready in reserve just behind the others. A 

small number of skirmishers formed along the road as bait for the Union 

cavalry. The Union horsemen dismounted and charged. The concealed units 

held fire until the cavalrymen closed in upon the Confederate skirmishers. 

The four brigades delivered gunfire and artillery fire with good effect, 

and the Union cavalry retreated as the Confederates advancing upon them 

capturing some horses and artillery. Ector's brigade, attached to 

Re)niolds' brigade, was part of the reserve. 

Despite the ambush. Federal cavalry seemed undeterred. Therefore, 

General Forrest placed four brigades of infantry out to stop these 

cavalry attacks. On December 26 Rejniolds' and Fields' brigades occupied 

positions between two crossings of Sugar creek. The other two brigades 
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held reserve positions. Confederate infantry used a similar tactic for 

this ambush. A small party of skirmishers acted as bait, but instead of 

holding their ground, this group retreated. Pursuing Union cavalry once 

again fell into the trap. This time a fog helped conceal the ambushers, 

and Union cavalry made no further attacks. The rear guard crossed the 

Tennessee River on December 28, by Ector's brigade. The rear guard 

promptly split up and joined their respective conmands. Stewart's corps 

repaired the road between Bumsville and Corinth during the march to 

TUpelo, Mississippi. 

Stewart arrived at Ibpelo on January 9, 1865. His corps consisted 

of 477 officers and 4,273 men present for duty. One month earlier Stew

art's corps had contained 4,761 effectives. This number had excluded 

Cockrell's brigade which was on detached service. Ector's brigade 

started the battle of Nashville with 567 effective men present, but this 

number dropped to 341 after the battle, which cost the brigade 40 per

cent of its strength. Comparatively, Reynolds' brigade began the battle 

of Nashville with 332 troops present and retumed with 187, a 44 percent 

drop in strength. 

Hood had hoped he could force Sherman out of (Borgia and also 

destroy (Bneral Thomas' army. Instead Hood's army received a severe de

feat at Nashville. The condition of the army declined rapidly after the 

battle with desertions increasing. The cold weather and lack of sup

plies only increased the misery of the Army of Tennessee. The men of 

Ector's brigade suffered with all the rest of the soldiers. 
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CHAPTER VI 

END OF THE WAR, 1865 

After the battle of Nashville desertion became a chronic problem 

with the Army of Tennessee. Hungry and cold Confederate soldiers looted 

the homes of noncombatants. Rumor suggested that General Hood wanted to 

furlough the Trans-Mississippi troops, but that the Secretary of War 

disapproved of the plan. Ector's brigade was sent to Mobile, Alabama to 

bolster the Confederate defenses there. Here, the brigade participated 

in the battle of Spanish Fort where Union troops overran its trenches, 

precipitating the Confederate retreat. The forces under General Dabney 

H. Maury retreated to Meridian, Mississippi where they subsequently 

surrendered. 

French's division was the largest one stationed near Tupelo on 

January 10, 1865. Many soldiers already had deserted, and the officers 

expected many more to leave every day. Ninety percent of the men were 

ill-clothed and barefooted. The men expected Hood to furlough them 

home, provided the Secretary of War, J. A. Seddon approved. (Bneral 

Hood favored the plan because he believed a furlough would eliminate the 

desertion problem. But Secretary Seddon replied: "The proposition to 

furlough the Trans-Mississippi troops cannot be entertained; the sug

gestion is regarded as dangerous; compliance would probably be fatal; 

extinguish the thought in the troops if practicable." 

The Army of Tennessee experienced several instances of desertion 

among the men. (Bneral Hood issued orders for officers to watch for de

serters and catch as many as possible. He hoped the quick arrest and 

punishment of these offenders would alleviate the desertion problem. 

Hood issued similar orders concerning troops plundering civilian homes. 

The problem had its roots in the lack of supplies for the army. (Bneral 

Beauregard had devised a plan for furloughing the troops to eliminate 

the problem. 
71 
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Lieutenant (Bneral Alexander Stewart's corps sent guards to Verona, 

Mississippi to escort troops debarking the trains to their camps. This 

prevented many from leaving. Stewart received permission to furlough 

troops of his corps who lived near enough for a ten day leave. He asked 

for extra days for his two North Carolina regiments, the Twenty-ninth 

and the Thirty-ninth. Ector's brigade of Texans and Cockrell's Missouri 

brigade would not receive furloughs.^ 

In January, 1865, the Secretary of War granted Hood's request to be 

relieved of conmand. Lieutenant General Richard Taylor replace Hood as 

conmander. Taylor sent French's division to Mobile, Alabama and the 

rest of Stewart's corps to Augusta, Georgia on February 1, 1865. 

French's division reported to Major General Dabney H. Maury, conmanding 

the District of the (Blf. When the division arrived the men inmediately 

began working to improve the defenses around Mobile. Maury planned ex

tensive fortifications including a system of rifle pits, breastworks re

inforced with iron plating and a ferry system to move troops between 

Blakely and Spanish Fort. French's division, conmanded by Brigadier 

(Bneral Francis Cockrell while (Bneral French was on leave, contained 

Cockrell's. Sears' and Ector's brigades. Ector's brigade had not 

changed its composition. The two North Carolina regiments had retumed 

from furlough. Maury's forces included French's division. Brigadier 

(Bneral Bryan Thomas' brigade. Colonel Thomas Taylor's conmand of two 

battalions and four companies. Brigadier (Bneral Randall Gibson's bri

gade and Brigadier (Bneral James Hoitzclaw's brigade. These units 
4 

totalled 9,029 troops present for duty. 

Major (Bneral Edward R. S. Canby, conmanding the Union Military 

Division of West Mississippi, used his army to prevent Trans-Mississippi 

troops from crossing the river to aid Hood's Tennessee campaign of 1864. 

Consequently, (Bneral Canby's troops occupied a large area along the 

Mississippi River. Hood's defeat at Nashville, Tennessee opened up new 

possibilities for Canby's army. He spent the months of January and 

February, 1865 concentrating his troops. (Bneral (Borge H. Thomas sent 

the Sixteenth Corps, conmanded by Major General A. J. Smith, from the 

Army of the Cumberland, plus a cavalry division. (Bneral Canby 
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assembled the Thirteenth Corps, conmanded by Major General Gordon 

Granger, a cavalry brigade and an engineer brigade. Major General Fred

erick Steele had 13,200 troops in three divisions and a cavalry 

detachment at Pensacola, Florida available to General Canby. This put 

his total force at 45,400. The weather caused numerous delays so that 

(Bneral Canby's army could not move until mid-March. 

(Bneral Canby planned to attack Mobile, Selma and Montgomery, 

Alabama if possible. Union cavalry units would make a major raid into 

northern Alabama to occupy Forrest's cavalry. Other smaller infantry 

units planned demonstrations at Memphis, Tennessee, Baton Rouge, Louisi

ana, and Vicksburg, Mississippi. Canby hoped these movements would mask 

his real intentions. 

General Canby started the operation on March 17. The Thirteenth 

corps moved by land, crossing the Fish River. The next day the amphib

ious portion of the assault got underway. Most of the Sixteenth corps 

nxDved by boat through Bon Secours Bay up the Fish River and met the 

Thirteenth corps at Danley's Mills. Meanwhile the navy bombarded the 

coast near Spanish Fort. A large storm halted Canby's operations until 

March 24. 

The Sixteenth and Thirteenth corps moved up from Mobile point on 

the east side of Mobile Bay toward Spanish Fort on March 26. The re

mainder of the Sixteenth corps took up a position southeast of Spanish 

Fort. This movement caused Maury to change his plans. At first he de

cided to attack with his entire conmand, but fearing this flanking movement 

he retreated. Maury sent Brigadier (Bneral St. John R. Liddell with 

most of the troops, including Ector's brigade, to Blakely and the sur

rounding area. On March 27 Canby moved his corps up the east coast of 

the bay toward Spanish Fort, slowly surrounding it. Brigadier (Bneral 

Gibson, conmanding Spanish Fort, could still communicate with Blakely by 

water but the land approaches had been sealed by the Union army. 

Maury made some adjustments in his forces on March 30. He sent 

Hoi tzc law's and Ector's brigades to Spanish Fort and moved Thomas' com

mand to Blakely. This added one hundred more soldiers at Spanish Fort 
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than before. While General Gibson strengthened his defenses at Spanish 

Fort, Canby's forces began digging trenches toward Spanish Fort. This 

afforded his men some protection from rebel guns, while they moved 

closer to the Confederate fortifications. On the other side of the 

lines, Gibson's men received no rest from constant Union artillery and 

naval gunfire. 

(Bneral Steele completed his movement from Pensacola, Florida to 

Stockton, Alabama on March 31 where he resupplied his corps. The next 

day Steele continued his march driving Confederate troops into Blakely. 

Steele completed the encirclement of Blakely on April 3. The next day 

Canby and Steele linked up thus surrounding both Spanish Fort and 

Blakely.^ 

Confederate forces labored feverishly to halt the Union advance. 

Maury ordered Ector's brigade sent back to Blakely on April 1, despite 

Gibson's plea for keeping the men. Maury feared problems of a much 

greater magnitude than Steele's advancing troops, and he informed Cock

rell that his soldiers must occupy the front lines because they were the 

only reliable men at Blakely. Maury also stated that Ector's brigade 

would arrive that night from Spanish Fort to help. 

Ector's brigade moved across a section of Mobile Bay by boat on the 

night of April 1. Gibson held a meeting of his staff officers that 

night. Each officer gave his opinion of the situation with Ector's bri

gade gone. All concurred that the Union forces opposing them could 

easily overwhelm the garrison should they attack in force. 

(Bneral Liddell at Blakely informed (Bneral Bryan Thomas that black 

troops facing his brigade had vowed to wipe out the Confederates. 

Therefore, he recognized that his men must fight to the last rather than 

surrender. 

(Bneral Canby had all his artillery and infantry in position and 

ready to assault Spanish Fort on April 8. Union artillery opened a 

fierce barrage destroying what few cannons (Bneral Gibson still had. 

Union infantiry attacked soon after the bombardment and carried the two 

hundred yards of trenches on the far left, held by Ector's brigade. 
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Nearly two hundred men of the brigade fell into Federal hands as 

prisoners. Gibson decided he could no longer hold out, and ordered his 

men to retreat barefooted via a foot bridge acorss the water. Gibson's 

conmand then fled first to Blakely by boat then on to Mobile.^ 

General Gibson estimated 93 killed, 395 wounded, and 250 missing 

out of about 2,000 men. Most of the missing were taken prisoner when 

Ector's brigade gave way. Canby lost 177 killed, 1,295 wounded, and 35 

missing for his entire campaign. 

Canby captured Mobile on April 12 after Maury's forces evacuated it 

the night before. Ector's brigade had retreated to Meridian by April 

15, with Gibson. Colonel David Coleman conmanded Ector's brigade and 

all units belonging to (Bneral French's division reported to Colonel 

Coleman on April 16. (Bneral Cockrell was among the prisoners taken at 

Spanish Fort. Colonel Julius A. Andrews probably was missing after Mo

bile fell. His last orders were to guard the supply trains out of 

Mobile. He never reported to Meridian with the rest of Ector's bri

gade. Gibson again issued orders for all conmanders to watch for 

deserters. This time he offered a forty day pass to any man who helped 

catch and or convict a deserter. 

On April 29 (Bneral Taylor arranged a two-day cease fire with Canby. 

Neither side could move any troops during this period. On May 3 Taylor 

informed Maury of his decision to surrender. Taylor believed that 

fighting on would be useless. His army could only survive for another 

two weeks at the most. (Bneral Taylor's army would have to accept un

conditional surrender at that time. Taylor also entertained the thought 

of crossing the Mississippi and continuing the war, but the river was 

too high for an army to cross. He then asked for and received from 

Canby "military honors." Confederate soldiers would tum in their wea

pons to Confederate officers. They would keep their own horses and 

personal belongings, and would go home as units, without Federal guards, 

after receiving their paroles. Taylor surrendered on May 4, 1865 at 
12 

Citronelle, Alabama. Ector's brigade, still under Maury's conmand, 

surrendered at Meridian, Mississippi where the men received their 

paroles on May 8, 1865. 
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Ibid., Series I, XLV, Pt. 2, pp. 784-785, 805; Series I, XLIX, 

Pt. 1, pp. 949, 951, 1045-1046. 

^Ibid., Series I, XLV, Pt. 2, pp. 784-785, 805; Series I, XLIX, 

Pt. 1, pp. 91-93. 

^Ibid., pp. 93-94, 313-314, 1160-1161. 

^Ibid., pp. 94-95, 316. 

^Ibid., Series I, XLIX, Pt. 2, pp. 1184-1188. 

^Ibid., Series I, XLIX, Pt. 1, pp. 96-97, 316-317. 
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Pt. 1, pp. 98-99, 284. 

^^Ibid., Series I, XLIX, Pt. 2, 1269-1270, 1282-1283. 
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CHAPTER VII 

CONCLUSIONS 

Many of the officers in Ector's brigade who survived the war went 

on to distinguish themselves in business and public affairs. Mathew Ec

tor went back to Henderson, Texas and in 1864, married his third wife, 

Sallie Pinkerton Chew of Mississippi. He again took up the practice of 

law and in 1866 was elected District Judge, but could not take his office 

because he had served in the Confederate army. He moved to Marshall, 

Texas in 1868. He was appointed District Judge in 1874. IWo years later 

he won election to the Court of Appeals. Mathew Ector was active in the 

Presbyterian Church when he died on October 29, 1879. 

John LaFayette Camp was elected to the Texas Constitutional 

convention of 1866 and then to the United States Senate, but was denied 

a seat because he had been a Confederate officer. He attended the 1872 

DenKx:ratic National Convention as a delegate. John Camp won a state sen

ate seat representing Rusk County in 1874. He became a District Judge 

in 1878. President Grover Cleveland appointed him Registrar for the 

Arizona Land Office from 1884 to 1886. He retumed to Texas in 1886 and 
2 

settled in San Antonio where he died on July 16, 1891. 

William Hugh Young served the remainder of the war as a prisoner on 

Johnson's Island, Ohio in Lake Erie. He made one application for parole 

on May 20, 1865 which Federal authorities rejected. In July, 1865 he 

received his parole and retumed to Texas. With his father, he moved to 

San Antonio, Texas where he studied law and became an attorney in 1866. 

He and his father owned and operated a freight business which ran goods 

from San Antonio to Monterey, Mexico. In 1869 he went to Virginia where 

he married Frances Kemper on November 3. They retumed to San Antonio 

after the wedding. William Young invested in and speculated in land 

development. He also owned a newspaper in San Antonio. He was wounded 

77 
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five times during the war but still lived to the start of the twentieth 

century. He died in 1901."̂  

Matt F. Locke was captured after the battle of Nashville and sent 

the Johnson's Island, Ohio on January 26, 1865. After the war he re

tumed to Texas and died at El Paso during 1899.^ 

David Coleman resumed his law practice after the war and became a 

prominent lawyer in westem North Carolina. He also still advocated and 

argued for states rights in debates of the day. He died a confirmed 

bachelor on March 5, 1883.^ 

The men of Ector's brigade were some of the first Texas troops to 

see action in 1861 and the last to lay down their arms east of the Mis

sissippi River in 1865. In nearly every battle these men gave a good 

account of themselves. The regular soldiers were men with real fears 

about the circumstances around them. Private James Monroe Watson feared 

fighting in Virginia in the spring of 1863. Little did he know of the 

impending hardships waiting for him and the brigade in the coming months 

and years. They delivered a stunning check to the Union army at Chick

amauga. Seven months afterward they faced (Bneral Sherman's army at 

Meridian, Mississippi and were almost crushed but escaped. The brigade 

campaigned for over 100 days in a futile effort to keep (Bneral Sherman 

out of Atlanta, (Borgia. They attacked for three and one half hours at 

Allatoona and lost almost 59 men per hour. They marched away from de

feat at Nashville freezing in the cold without shoes. At Spanish Fort 

a direct attack upon the brigade finally shattered it, yielding 200 

prisoners. The men subsisted on short rations after Nashville and until 

near the end of the war. 

The Atlanta campaign proved the most costly on the war with 931 men 

either killed, wounded or captured from May to September, 1864. The 

battle of Allatoona caused the greatest losses in the shortest length 

of time. The brigade lost 202 men in three hours and thirty minutes. 

The battle of Chickamauga produced the highest number of losses for one 

battle with 436. The casualties appear even more significant since the 

brigade was only lightly engaged on the second day. 

The men reminiscing about the war later chose either the battle of 
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Nashville or the battle of Allatoona as the most severe fight. One 

opinion reflects the large number of men lost at Allatoona. The second 

reflected other factors besides losses. The battle of Nashville was 

fought in mid-December. Snow and freezing rain fell the week before the 

battle and the weather remained cold throughout. The men of Ector's 

brigade suffered terribly from the cold. Many men in the Army of Ten

nessee had to be transported by wagon away from Nashville. The armies 

fought the battle of Allatoona in early October when the weather was not 

a factor. 

Comparing the major battles of 1862 through 1863 with the battles 

of 1864 through 1865, the brigade took more casualties in the latter 

years of the war. Richmond, Kentucky, Stone's River, Tennessee, and 

Chickamauga, (Borgia were fought in 1862 and 1863. Losses for these 

battles included Richmond 149, Stone's River 346 and Chickamauga 436, a 

total of 931. The Atlanta campaign, Allatoona, Nashville and Spanish 

Fort were fought in 1864 and 1865. The Atlanta campaign alone cost 492 

men, Allatoona 202, Nashville 228 and Spanish Fort approximately 220. 

Casualties for these two years were 1,142 with the majority coming in 

1864. Ector's brigade took at least 2,073 losses for the war. 

One misconception that remains about Ector's brigade is that the 

Thirty-second Texas Cavalry and the Fifteenth Texas Cavalry were either 

consolidated regiments after the battle of Arkansas Post or merged. 

Major Crump's battalion merged with other Texas companies after the May 

8, 1862 officer elections at Corinth, Mississippi. This newly formed 

regiment, made up of dismounted cavalry companies, became designated the 

Thirty-second Texas Cavalry. The Fifteenth Texas Cavalry formed about 

the same time and the paperwork probably reached Richmond, Virginia 

around the same time. Colonel Andrews, writing at Stone's River, Ten

nessee referred to the Thirty-second as the Fifteenth. In later reports 

he used the Thirty-second. 

Private Watson claimed that the Texans in the army did not perform 

their duties as well as they should. Confederate officers do not bear 

this out. Ector's brigade was used and relied on as any other bri

gade in the army. (Bneral Maury informed (Bneral Cockrell that his 
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reliable troops would be reinforced by Ector's brigade, thus indicating 

that (Bneral Maury believed Ector's brigade to be of good fighting 

quality. 

Ector's brigade played no outstanding roles which will be forever 

remembered. Instead, its members were t5^ical men doing a job assigned 

to them by their conmanders. The brigade made some successful attacks 

such as the one at Richmond, Kentucky and the pre-dawn assault at Stone's 

River. The men also demonstrated they were human when, at the end of 

their strength and will, they broke at Spanish Fort. 
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