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FOREWORD 

In a now classic statement of the spiritual strivings of blacks 

in America, W. E. B. DuBois in his Souls of Black Folk de<^cribed tne 

two v/arring desires of the dual consciousness of Afro-Americans: to 

be Americans and to maintain the cultural heritage of blackness. This 

dual consciousness has constituted one major part of the driving forces 

in Afro-American history. The other half is the question which has 

plagued whites since blacks v/ere first landed on American shores in 

1619: what shall be dene with the blacks? The complex history of the 

Afro-American experience has turned on these two themes. 

DuBois has suggested that blacks have long desired the ultimate 

merger of their two consciousnesses. Yet the attempted merger has been 

ellusive. Blacks have consciously or unconsciously chosen to aspire to 

full-participation in the larger society at the risk of losing their 

black identity or to forsake full participation for the establishment of 

a black identity and the forging of a unique cultural heritage. This 

latter course of action would be cultural nationalism. This thesis will 

attempt to su^^vey the antebcllLm development of cultural nationalism 

among black /Imericans. 

Chapter I vrll tre^t the historiography of antebellum black 

nationalism generally, for cultural nationalism has yet to be treated 

separately. Subsequent chapters will trace the development of cultural 

n 



nationalism in its various expressions and indicate its relationship to 

political nationalism and emigrationism in the antebellum period. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE HISTORIOGRAPHY OF AFRO-AMERICAN NATIONALISM 

The context of h i s to r i ca l invest igat ion has often been as impor

tant as the invest igat ion i t s e l f . The historiography of Afro-American 

nationalism would be an obvious case in point . Long neglected and even 

denied by many h is to r ians , both white and black, black nationalism has 

emerged as a subject of increasing research in terest and of undeniable 

importance in the re in terpretat ion of the black experience in America. 

The ascendancy of research in Afro-American nationalism is d i rec t l y 

related to the Black Power movement with i t s separat is t and na t iona l i s t 

overtones, much as the in terest in Pan-Africanism and Afr ican nat ion

alism correlated with the drive for African independence from colonial 

ru le in the early 1960's. 

Perhaps only one h i s to r i an , Howard H. B e l l , gave serious i n v e s t i 

gation to black nationalism in the antebellum period p r io r to the 

advent of the C iv i l Rights movement and the r ise of the Black Power 

movement. Beginning with his doctoral d isser tat ion in which he examined 

the convention movement, Bell has produced a body of work concentrating 

largely on the period from the 1840's to the 1850's during which ante

bellum na t iona l i s t sentiments were most pronounced. In introduct ions 

Howard H. B e l l , "A Survey of the Neqro Convention Movement: 
1840-1861," (unpublished Ph.D. thes is , Northwestern Univers i ty , 1953); 
repr in ted , (New York: Arno Press and the New York Times, 1959). 



to repr ints of tv/o classic statements of Afro-American national ism/ 

emigrat ionist thought dating from the per iod. Bell care fu l l y recon

structed the social and p o l i t i c a l mi l ieu in which na t iona l i s t sentiment 
2 

f lour ished in the two decades jus t p r io r to the C iv i l War. In his 

treatment of black nationalism sentiment Bell looked c r i t i c a l l y at the 

evidence of the existence of such sentiment. He c lear ly i den t i f i ed 

i t as a vocal minor i ty view among blacks. He did not describe th is 

sentiment as a monolithic a t t i t ude , but as one of several views vying 

fo r adoption by a r t i cu la te blacks of the per iod. Be l l ' s narrat ive 

h is tory suggested no doubts on his part as to the v a l i d i t y of the 

existence of black nat ional ism, nor does he question i t s appeal to 

i t s converts, however small in number. Because he concentrated on the 

convention movement, which was organized and attended by free northern 

blacks. Bell did not have to contend wi th the broader questions about 

black nationalism which Eugene Genovese attempts to answer. 

Genovese charted a d i f f i c u l t course for himself when he chose to 

explore the question of why no revolutionary ty'adit ion developed among 

Be l l ' s a r t i c les include "The National Negro Convention of the Middle 
1840's: Moral Suasion vs. Po l i t i ca l Act ion," Journal of flegro History, 
XLII (October, 1957), 147-160; "National Negro Convention 1848," Ohio 
H is to r ica l Quarter ly, LXII I (October, 1958), 357-368; "The Negro 
Emigration Movement, 1849-1854: A Phase of Neqro Nationalism," Phylon, 
XX (Summer, 1959), 132-142; "Expressions of Negro Mi l i tancy in the 
North, 1840-1860," Journal of Negro History, XLVIII (January, 1962), 
42-53; "Negro Nationalism in the 1850's," Journal of [Jegro Education, 
XXXV (Winter. 1966), 100-104. 

p 
Martin R. Delany and Robert Cambell, Search for a Place: Black 

Separatism and A f r i c a , 1860, ed. v/i th an introduct ion by Howard H. 
Bel l (Ann Arbor: The Universi ty of Michigan Press, 1969); James T. 
Holly and J . Denis Harr is , Black Separatism and t'̂ .e Caribbean, 1860, 
ed. with an introduct ion by Howard H. Bell (Ann Arbor: The University 
of Michigan Press, 1970). 



slaves in the antebellum South. His provocative essay, "The Legacy of 

Slavery and the Roots of Black Nationalism,"^ would be a f ine example 

of his deviat ion from the Marxist in terpreta t ion of slavery and slave 

revol ts offered by Herbert Aptheker in his American Negro Slave Revolts. 

Unlike Aptheker, Genovese believed that 

[S] lavery was a social system wi th in which whites and blacks 
l ived in harmony as well as antagonism, that there is l i t t l e 
evidence of massive, organized opposition to the regime, that 
the blacks did not establ ish a revolutionary t r ad i t i on of 
much s ign i f icance, and that [ the ] main problem is to discover 
the reasons for the wide-snread accommodation and perhaps, 
more important, the long-term effects both of the accommo
dation and of the resistance which did occur.^ 

By comparing the slave regimes in Brazi l and the Caribbean with 

that of the American South, Genovese argued that there were four basic 

preconditions for slaves to develop a t rad i t i on of armed resistance and 

a subsequent na t iona l i s t viewpoint. These preconditions were as 

fo l lows: The continued introduct ion of newly imported Africans in to 

the slave populat ion, the d iv is ion of the ru l ing white regime in to 

warring fac t ions , the formation of ideology and leadership among slaves, 

and the development of an autonomous re l ig ion or other cu l tura l device 
5 

free from the scrut iny of the whites. None of these preconditions 

existed in the American South. 

Genovese's rev i s ion i s t view of the role of the slave drivers as 

3 
Eugene D. Genovese, "The Legacy of Slavery and the Roots of 

Black Nationalism," Studies on the Le f t , VI (fiovember-December, 1966), 
3-26; revised and published in Eugene D. Genovese, In Red and Black: 
Marxian Exploration in Southern and Afro-American History (riew York: 
Pantheon Books, 1971), pp. 129-152. 

4 
Genovese, In Red and Black, p. 130. 

^Ibid., p. 132-133. 



agents of compromise, protectors or interpreters between masters ( to 

whom they had pledged loya l ty) and the slaves (who were his everyday 

fel lows) suggested the framework for paternalism based on a need for 

accommodation rather than the t ra in ing ground for a revolut ionary 

cadre. I t would have been d i f f i c u l t in even the most ideal of s i t ua 

t ions fo r nationalism to have developed. 

In the course of his argument Genovese took some exception to 

theses advanced by Stanley Elkins and U. B. Ph i l l i ps in that he 

correct ly dist inguished between accommodation and d o c i l i t y , on the 

one hand, and reca l c i t ran t , n i h i l i s t i c violence and revo lu t ion , on the 

other. 

Genovese argued that slavery and i t s aftermath l e f t blacks with 

an innocence of organized e f f o r t and p o l i t i c a l consciousness. He was 

correct when he described one element of the black populat ion--the 

slaves. Slavery did have i t s e f fec t upon fug i t ives v;ho became abo l i 

t i on i s t s and on free northern blacks who maintained a keen sense of 

comradeship and devotion to freeing the slaves. While i t was not 

Genovese's in tent to argue that a l l blacks emerged from the antebellum 

and C iv i l War experience so i l l - p repared , his f a i l u re to mit igate th is 

conclusions leaves him open to quest ion, pa r t i cu la r l y in view of his 

discussion of nationalism in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 

centur ies. 

In reca l l ing the "ghastly years between 1890 and 1920" Genovese 

wondered how black Americans survived. He did not consider the 

na t iona l i s t sentiment in the black exodus to Kansas, Oklahoma, and the 

^ I b i d . , pp. 144-154. 



northern urban centers. Nor did he appear to be aware of nationalism 

that permeated such re l ig ious groups as the Afr ican Methodist Church or 

the Afr ican Methodist Zion churches. The thrust of Genovese's a r t i c l e , 

then, would be to suggest that nationalism was of recent naissance in 

black h i s to ry , a view that is undoubtedly misleading. Bell documented 

and even Theodore Draper admitted the existence of at least antecedents 

of a f u l l - f l edged nationalism among black Americans more than a century 

ago. 

Genovese's discussion of slavery and i t s aftermath as a retarda

t ion in the development of nationalism provided an in terest ing per

spective for an inquiry in to the r ise of contemporary black nationalism. 

His assertion that nationalism offered the "only p o l i t i c a l l y r e a l i s t i c 

hope of transcending the slave heritage" s t r i k i n g l y approximated the 

conclusion of many antebellum black na t iona l i s t s . His perspective 

regarding slave rebelliousness would provide an in t r igu ing counterpoint 

to contemporary black ra t iona l i s ts who have argued that slavery of 

necessity developed revolutionary leaders such as Nat Turner. 

B i l l McAdoo proceeded from a Marxist view to t e l l the "story 

of the evolut ion of black nat ional ism, which forms an in tegra l and 

organic part of Afro-American h is to ry . " Nationalism was important 

fo r McAdoo because he believed that "wi th in the wide embrace of Afro-

American nationalism" one found the " t r u l y revolut ionary t rad i t ions of 

black people p r io r to the C i v i l War." 

Making excessive use of contemporary black revolut ionary 

B i l l McAdoo, "Pre-Civ i l War Black Nationalism," Progressive 
Labor (PL), IV (June-July, 1966), pp. 31-68. 



rhe to r i c , McAdoo out l ined what he viewed as a twofold typology of black 

nationalism r i s ing from the various var ia t ies- - revo lu t ionary nat ion

alism and reactionary national ism. Revolutionary nationalism advanced 

the black l ibera t ion cause. Reactionary black nationalism was synony

mous with black Zionism. Martin R. Delany, H. Ford Douglass (unrelated 

to Frederick Douglass) and other emigrationists were w i l l i n g to abandon 

the enslaved masses to the "whims and mercies" of the slave-holders, 

prolonging the slaves' agony, while they sought a f ter immediate 

personal gain and glory in A f r i ca . McAdoo claimed Henry Highland 

Garnet, David Walker, Dr. John S. Rock, and Charles L. Remond, the 

f i e r y abo l i t i on i s t orator , as revolutionary na t iona l i s t s . 

McAdoo explained the demise of the black Zionist posi t ion as the 

resu l t of internecine struggle wi th the revolutionary nat ional is ts for 

dominance at the emigrat ionist convention of 1854. Clearly he had not 

read B e l l . McAdoo claimed but did not support the assertion that many 

slave revolts and conspiracies were part ic ipated in and oftentimes led 
o 

by free blacks in the South. Though seriously flawed with self-

indulgent rhetoric, glaring misrepresentationists and an absence in 

restraint in judgment, McAdoo's article was interesting for its attempt 

at a radical interpretation of black nationalism. 

Theodore Draper had, as his "chief aim [relating] the past and 
9 

present of black nationalism." He concentrated on emigration and the 

Such may have been forthcoming in subsenuent articles planned 
by McAdoo on the growth of black Zionism and revolutionary nationalism, 
however, but I was unable to obtain a complete file of the journal to 
make a thorough search. 

9 
Theodore Draper, The Rediscovery of Black Nationalism (New 

York: The Viking Press, 1970), p. x. 
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attempts to establish a black state within the continental limits of 

the United States, to the neglect of cultural nationalism, when he 

considered the past. He attempted to minimize what Harold Cruse had 

called the "nationalist mood" when he considered the present, a mood 

that had probably been extant among Afro-Americans for at least as 

long as they had sought to define and alter their stat'js in America. 

Draper viewed black nationalism as a reaction to rejection by 

whites, as a frustrated American nationalism among a people whose iden

tity was with the United States, but who were excluded from partici

pating in the larger society. Draper's narrow definition of black 

nationalism which was unalterably associated with the establishment of 

a national state, prevented him from treating the sweep and diversity 

of black nationalism. Subjecting emigrationists and internal statist 

arguments to textual criticism, Draper underscored the fuzzy thinking 

and careless, often fantastic rhetoric found there. He concluded that 

a nationalism arising out of a frustrated American nationalism could 

only take "quasi-nationalist forms." Without explaining what "quasi-

nationalist forms" were. Draper was willing to write black nationalism 

off as being merely escapist without positive identification with 

Africa.^° 

He ignored the black response to nationalist spokesmen in pro

nouncing his verdict. He did not marshall evidence from the black 

press, which was most important in forming and articulating black 

thought, to buttress his conclusion on emigration or internal statism. 

Nor did he consider the role of the other institutions, most notably 

Draper, Rediscovery of Black Nationalism, pp. 14; 24. 



the black church, in repudiating or endorsing the various na t iona l i s t 

views. I f one accepted Draper's statement, "the h i s to r i ca l problem is 

not merely why [black emigrat ionists] advocated going back to Afr ica 

but why the i r e f fo r t s came to so l i t t l e , " one must expect an examin

at ion of the black reaction to these emigrat ionist advocates. Draper 

did not attempt the inqu i ry . 

Draper's examination of black nat ional ism, or more s p e c i f i c a l l y , 

black Zionism and internal stat ism, had value in i t s textual analysis 

which i den t i f i ed and examined i l l o g i c and contradict ions in the wr i t ings 

12 of nat iona l is ts who championed emigration. His s imp l i f ied de f i n i t i on 

of black nationalism predetermined his conclusions. He did not sa t i s 

f a c t o r i l y examine the reasons for the development of black na t iona l i s t 

sentiment, and more important, he did not account for the f a i l u re of 

black Zionism from the black man's viewpoint. Draper was too in tent on 

explaining away contemporary black nationalism based on his narrow 

d e f i n i t i o n of the ideology and thus he did not do the h i s to r i ca l past 

j u s t i c e , prefer r ing to dismiss the antecedents of contemporary nat ion

alism as " fantasy." 

Two basical ly d i f fe ren t views of black nationalism have been 

a r t i cu la ted by August Meier and E l l i o t Rudwick, on the one hand, and 

by John Bracey, on the other, in the in t roduct icn to a new anthology of 

13 
documents they j o i n t l y edi ted. The in terpre ta t ion of Meier and 

^hbid., p. 47. 

^ ^ I b i d . , pp. 14-47. 

13 John Bracey, J r . , August Meier, and E l l i o t t Rudwick, eds . . 
Black Nationalism in America ( Indianapol is : The Bobbs-Merril l Co., 
1970)". 



Rudwick was also offered earlier in their From Plantation to Ghetto. 

10 

14 

Essent ia l ly Meier and Rudwick viewed black nationalism as an 

example of a common tendency of ethnic minor i t ies in modern nat ion-

s ta tes , although they did not consider black nationalism ident ica l with 

other ethnic nationalisms in the United States and Europe because of 

the "ethnic dualism" of Afro-Americans. This ethnic dualism, the 

i d e n t i t y both with the larger society and with the black community, was 

what made Afro-American nationalism d i s t i nc t from that of a colonial 

people, and i t would be central to understanding black nationalism in 

America. 

They argued that the dominant thrust of black ideologies in 

American h is tory has been the desire for inclusion in American society. 

They fur ther asserted that the black middle and upper classes have had 

strong tendencies toward integrat ion and ass imi la t ion, while separat ist 

tendencies have predominated in the lower classes, the most alienated 

of black Americans. They point out that na t iona l i s t sentiments ebbed 

and flowed among Afro-Americans as black p o l i t i c a l and social fortunes 

changed. 

Admitting to oversimpli fying a complex h i s to r i ca l r e a l i t y , p a r t i 

cu la r ly when th is thesis was applied to widespread in te res t in Afr ican 

August Meier and E l l i o t t Rudwick, From Plantat ion to Ghetto, 
An In terpre ta t ive History of American Negroes (New YorF: Hi I F and 
Wang, 1966). 

Bracey, B l̂ack Nationalism, p. l i i i . 

16 
Ibid., pp. liv-lvi. Separatism is a withdrawal from partici

pation in white institutions and organizations, while emigration is the 
impulse to leave the United States for another country. The two 
tendencies have usually had nationalistic overtones among blacks. 
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emigration among the antebellum black e l i t e and to the at t i tudes of the 

lower classes, Meier and Rudwick c lear ly i den t i f i ed the need for exten

sive research before the na t iona l i s t tendencies of the d i f fe ren t social 

classes in various h is to r i ca l periods can c lear ly be described. 

John Bracey's quas i -h is tor ica l view of black nat ional ism, a view 

strongly influenced by his own cul tura l nat ional ism, proceeded from the 

argument that Afro-Americans are a colonial people: "Black America is 

a colony. I t is and has always been subjected to p o l i t i c a l , economic, 

s o c i a l , and cu l tura l exp lo i ta t ion by white America." Bracey maintained 

that black nationalism was a var iety of the nationalisms of non-western 

peoples, pa r t i cu la r l y the blacks of Afr ica and the West Indies. Re

jec t i ng the ebb and flow thesis of Meier and Rudwick, Bracey believed 

that the dynamics of black nationalism were slow, pers is tent , winding 

and i n tens i f y ing , from 1787, i f not e a r l i e r , and continuing to progress. 

F ina l l y , Bracey contended without evidence that "black nationalism 

has shown greater strength and persistency in the minds and i ns t i t u t i ons 

of lower-class blacks than among the black upper classes and i n t e l l i 

gents ia . " 

Whatever the i r theses, Bracey, Meier, and Rudwick intended the i r 

ideas to be tentat ive and suggestive rather than d e f i n i t i v e . They have 

col lected important documents in black nationalism which can be perused 

and evaluated, the i r varying views notwithstanding. 

Riding the crest of renewed scholarly in te res t in black nat ion

a l ism, and a growing abundance of publishing ou t l e t s , Bettye Thomas and 

I b i d . , p. 1 v i i . 
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18 

Betty Gardner published "Pan-African Learnings in America, 1800-1860." 

Their a r t i c l e was largely suggestive in nature and treated "pan-African 

learnings" as emigrat ionist sentiment which developed as a black reac

t ion to exclusion from the larger society. I t even erroneously named 

Martin R. Delany as a Liberian emigrant in 1852. This a r t i c l e offered 

l i t t l e of value, except to point up an often neglected primary source. 

The Mind of the Neqro as Reflected in Letters Written During the Crises, 

1800-1860.^^ 

Other aspects of Afro-American nationalism have been t reated. 

Although George Shepperson's a r t i c l e , "Notes on Negro Influences on 

20 

the Emergence of African Nationalism," only inc ident ly treated ante

bellum Afro-American interests in A f r i c a , i t s importance in the h i s t o r i 

ography of Afro-American nationalism was i t s documentation of the t r i 

angular interchange of ideas between North American blacks, blacks in 

the West Indies, and Af r icans, pa r t i cu la r l y a f ter Liberian independence. 

This a r t i c l e was one of the few that even considered th is most important 

in te rac t ion of Africans and Afro-Americans. 
One other a r t i c l e by Shepperson, "Pan-Africanism and 'Pan-

i g 
Bettye Thomas and Betty Gardner, "Pan-African Learnings in 

America, 1800-1860," Current Bibliography of African A f f a i r s , IV, Series 
I I , (1970), pp. 2-9. 

Carter G. Woodson, e d . . The Mind of the "Negro as Reflected in 
Letters Written During the C r i s i s , 1800-1560 (Washington, D. C : TTie" 
Association for the Study of Negro L i fe and His tory , I n c . , 1926). The 
l e t t e r s , predominately wr i t ten to ant is lavery agencies, were col lected 
bv the Association for the Study of Negro L i fe and History and f i r s t 
published in the Journal of Neqro His tory , X (1925), 154-774. 

?0 
George Shepperson, "Notes on the Emergence of African Nation

alism," Journal of African History, I (1960), pp. 299-312. 



13 

21 Af r ican ism' : Some His tor ica l Notes," was equally as s i g n i f i c a n t . 

Shepperson ant ic ipated the current misuse of the term "Pan-Africanism" 

developing from the growing i den t i f i ca t i on of black Americans with the 

newly independent Afr ican states. He distinguished Pan-Africanism 

(with a capi ta l p ) , as a c lear ly recognizable movement fo r Afr ican 

independence, from pan-Africanism (with a small p ) , as a group of often 

ephemeral movements permeated by cu l tura l elements but with no central 

22 
nucleus. 

In his a r t i c l e , "Pan-Negro Nationalism in the New World, Before 

23 
1862," Hoi l i s Lynch treated emigrat ionist movements of blacks in 

North America and the West Indies. In terest ing ly he preferred the 

clearer d i s t i nc t i on "pan-Negro" instead of "pan-African" or "Pan-

A f r i can , " which underlined the racia l and cu l tura l i den t i t y of the move

ment in th is period. Lynch performed a creditable chore in indicat ing 

the importance of West Indian influences on na t iona l i s t thought, as well 

as underscoring the basic s im i l a r i t i e s of the nineteenth century pan-

Negro nationalism and Graveyism of the twentieth century. 

On occasion a study of contemporary h i s to r i ca l problems w i l l pro

vide ins ight in to a h i s to r i ca l problem of another per iod. The a r t i c l e 

by Lynch was a case in po int . One other study was that by E. U. 

PI 
George Shepperson, "Pan-Africanism and 'Pan-Africanism'" Some 

H is to r i ca l Notes," Phylon, XXIII (Winter, 1962), pp. 346-358. 

^ ^ I b i d . , p. 346. 
po 

Hoi l i s Lynch, "Pan-Negro Nationalism in the New World, Before 
1862," in Boston Universi ty Papers on A f r i c a , Afr ican His tory , I I , 
(1965), pp. 149-179; reprinted in August Meier alid E l l i o t t Rudwick, 
eds. . The Making of Black America: Essays in Negro L i fe and His tory , 
(2 vo ls ; New York: Antheneum, 1969), I , pp. 42-65. 
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24 

Essien-Udom, a Nigerian h is tor ian and soc io log is t . Although a socio

log ica l study concerned pr imar i ly with the Nation of Islam, i t had 

value fo r our purposes by v i r tue of an excel lent , although necessarily 

b r i e f , chapter on the na t iona l i s t t rad i t i on of black Americans. Essien-

Udom made an in terest ing d i s t i nc t ion between Negro nationalism and black 

nat ional ism. The former had been the speci f ic problem of American 

blacks; the l a t t e r was the concern with the universal redemption of the 

black race. "The problem of the Negro's i d e n t i t y , which is central in 

25 black nat ional ism, was not an issue pr io r to the present century," 

according to Essien-Udom. 

In addit ion to th is provocative view, Essien-Udom offered ins ight 

in to the roles of the Negro church and fraternal-cooperat ive associa

t ions in or ig inat ing and foster ing na t iona l is t sentiments, even in the 

nineteenth century. 

These then, were the primary h is to r i ca l studies t reat ing Afro-

2fi 

American nationalism before 1860. With few exceptions black nat ion

alism has been interpreted as a negative response by Afro-Americans to 

t he i r re ject ion by whites. Coupled with th is view was an i m p l i c i t idea 

of "ebb and f low," to use Meier and Rudwick's phrase, or peaks of 

E. U. Essien-Udom, Black i lat ional ism: A Search for Ident i ty in 
America (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press), 1962. 

^ ^ I b i d . , p. 381. 

I have del iberate ly excluded studies of Afro-American nat ion
alism a f te r th is per iod, except where they bear d i rec t l y on the basic 
top ic . Br ie f b ib l iographical mention of these studies is made in 
Bracey, Black Nationalism, pp. I x i - l x v i i i . The fo l lowing studies 
should be added to that l i s t : Edwin S. Redkey, Black Exodus: Black 
Nat iona l is t and Back-to-Africa Movements, 1890-1910~(i'^ew Haven: Yale 
Universi ty Press, 1969) and Theodore G. Vincent, Black Power and the 
Garvey Movement (Berkeley: The Ramparts Press, 197IT^! 
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na t iona l i s t sentiment in response to re ject ion or periods of rac ia l 

tension and a lowering of na t iona l i s t sentiments when th is tension 

decl ined. There was also a predominance of the view that nationalism 

had invar iab ly been associated with Zionist or internal s t a t i s t sen t i 

ments exc lus ive ly , that Afro-American nationalism emerged f u l l blown 

j us t p r i o r to the C iv i l Was as ar t icu la ted by northern black i n t e l 

lectuals of that period. 

In only one instance has a h is tor ian considered the poss ib i l i t y of 

various types of na t iona l i s t sentiments ex is t ing among Afro-Americans, 

and he was more interested in developing the background to Garveyism 

27 than in considering nationalism in the period before the C iv i l War. 

Proceeding from one of the themes of Meier's ear ly essay th is 

study w i l l pursue the development of cu l tura l nationalism among black 

Americans in the antebellum years. Cultural nationalism as a posi t ive 

force in the Afro-American experience and i t s i n te r re la t i on with the 

various forms of Afro-American nationalism w i l l also be explored. 

August Meier, "The Emergence of Negro National ism," Midwest 
Journal , IV (Winter, 1951-52), pp. 96-104, and (Summ.er, 1952), pp. 
95-111. In teres t ing ly th is a r t i c l e stands in acute jux tapos i t ion to 
Meier's la te r "ebb and f low" in te rpre ta t ion of the dynamics of Af ro-
American nat ional ism. Meier's a r t i c l e suggests that Afro-American 
national ism s lowly, but s teadi ly developed fror, cu l tura l nationalism 
before the C iv i l War, culminating in the Garvey movement of the early 
twentieth century. 



CHAPTER I I 

HISTORICAL WRITING AND CULTURAL NATIONALISM 

As a social phenomenon nationalism is re la t i ve l y easy to i d e n t i f y , 

but d i f f i c u l t to define with prec is ion. In i t s broadest sense, nat ion

alism is one of a var iety of group loya l t ies which is " f i r s t and fore

most a state of mind, an act of conscious," a mood. The af f i rmat ion 

of a shared heritage of language, h is to ry , r e l i g i o n , and ethnic i den t i t y 

which often transcend t e r r i t o r i a l l im i t s and p o l i t i c a l boundaries can 

be i den t i f i ed as elements of cu l tura l nationalism. This ethnocentrism 

with i t s emphasis on the i n te l l ec tu ra l and h is to r i ca l achievements of 

blacks, reinforced by slavery, on the one hand, and by a r i g i d caste 

system, on the other, forged a group iden t i t y and loya l ty among Afro-

Americans of the nineteenth century. Indeed, the crucible of Afro-

American nationalism was then, as i t is now, r a c i a l . 

Superf ic ia l examination of nineteenth century Afro-American cu l 

tu ra l nationalism would underscore elements common to any other ethnic 

nat ional ism. I t was a tendency, an impulse, an a t t i tude of mind rather 

than an ob jec t ive , determinate thing which involved a sanction fo r the 

exercise of autonomy or sel f -determinat ion. While Afro-American cu l 

tu ra l nationalism did exh ib i t these s i m i l a r i t i e s to other eth ic nat ion-

Hans Kohn, The Idea of Nationalism: A Study of I t s Origins and 
Background (New York: Van Nostrand, 1944), po. 10-20, passim. 

16 
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alisms i t had an elusive dist inct iveness as w e l l . The impulse to 

separatism was cer ta in ly present but the ult imate aim of th is separation 

was to counter the stigma of being black, to make blackness a posi t ive 

image, and fo r some, to attempt the inclusion of Afro-Americans in to a 

society that steadfast ly refused to accept them except as slaves. 

The fears of white Americans regarding blacks--black rac ia l i n 

f e r i o r i t y , social in termix ture , slave revo l t s , g u i l t regarding the per

petuation of slavery and the ideology developed to ra t iona l ize i t s 

existence—all motivated whites to regard the two races as incompatible 

and to conclude that the races should be permanently separated. By 

1812 the United States was destined to be, in the view of most whi tes, 
2 

a white man's country. "Manifestly America's destiny was whi te . " To 

th is end the expatr iat ion impulse that developed in V i rg in ia a f ter 
3 

Jef ferson's proposal in 1787, and which gained acceptance with the 

formation of the American Colonization Society in 1816, was par t i cu la r l y 

i l l u s t r a t i v e of the white American mind of the period. A Philadelphia 

Quaker w r i t i ng in 1831 fur ther demonstrated the black man's pos i t ion . 

The po l icy , and power of the national and state governments, 
are against them. The popular fee l ing is against them--the 

. in terests of our ci t izens are against them. The small degree 
of compassion once cherished toward them in the commonwealths 
which got r i d of s lavery, or which never was disf igured by i t , 
appears to be exhausted. Their prospects e i ther as f ree , or 
bond men, are dreary and comfort less.^ 

^Winthrop D. Jordan, White Over Black: American Att i tudes Toward 
the Negro, 1550-1312 (Balt imore: Peguin Books, iTic.. 19697"̂  p. 547. 

5 * — 

Thomas Jef ferson, Notes on the State of V i r g i n i a , ed. by Wil l iam 
Peden (Chapel H i l l : The University of North Carolina P'ress, 1955), pp. 
143, 137-138. 

RoPert Vaux to Samuel Emlen, May 31 , 1831, quoted in Leon F. L i t -
wack. North of Slavery: The Negro in the Free States, 1790-1860 (Chi
cago: The University of Chicago Press, 1961), p. 64. 
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And a black preacher in C h i l l i c o t e , Ohio, could t e s t i f y one year la te r 

We the descendants of A f r i ca . . . a re despised, rejected and 
excluded from a l l the pr iv i leges calculated to render the l i f e 
of man comfortable. We are denied the nr iv i lege of f i l l i n g 
a stat ion in soc ia l , p o l i t i c a l or re l ig ious society on terms 
of equal i ty^ amongst a people who d i f f e r from us in the i r 
complexionl^ 

Nickens went on to denounce the American Colonization Society's scheme 

to colonize free blacks in Liber ia and to a f f i rm the black determination 

to "s t re tch our hands across an ocean of three or four thousand mi les, 

and uni te with our sable brethren in cu l t i va t ing fr iendship and good 

fee l i ngs , t i l l the whole race become[s] en l ightened. . . " 

From the turn of the century wi th i t s waning revolut ionary fervor 

declaring a l l men equal to the years leading up to the C iv i l War when 

the nation was becoming divided over the slavery question, black nat ion

alism developed as a reaction to exclusion and as resistance to such 

treatment. For as Leon Litwack pointed out, while the country may have 

been divided on the slavery question, there were no disparate at t i tudes 

among whites toward blacks. Racism was a part of the developing 

national character. Afro-American cu l tura l nat ional ism, then, was 

manifested in the heightened rac ia l consciousness of a community of 

quasi- f ree men periously close to slavery as a resu l t of the f ug i t i ve 

slave laws. This sense of community was fur ther reinforced by r e s t r i c 

t i ve covenants against blacks in the western t e r r i t o r i e s and by a r i g i d 

caste system in the free s ta tes . Nationalism was an element in the 

David Nickens, "Address to the People of Color in C h i l l i c o t e , " 
July 20, 1832, quoted in Bracey, Black Nationalism, p. 34. 

I b i d . , p. 37. 

Litwack, North of Slavery, pp. 64-113, passim. 
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development of black fraternal and beneficial organizations, the growth 

of a black press dedicated to speaking for black people, and in the 

rise of an independent black church. Paradoxically, nationalism was an 

element in black resistance to Liberian colonization sponsored by the 

American Colonization Society and at the same time it buttressed black 

efforts to develop their own emigration programs to emigrate to Africa, 

Canada, the West Indies, and to Central America. Finally, there was a 

nationalist element in attempts by blacks to write their own history. 

This was perhaps one of the most important elements of cultural nation

alism, since the attempt to create and to affirm an historical past and 

to recount intellectual and cultural achievements is the basis for such 

nationalism. 

Books and pamphlets written by blacks before the Civil War were 

intended to give blacks dignity in their own eyes, to develop a strong 

sense of community, to fight for racial equality, and to convince whites 

and blacks of the accomplishments of blacks as a race. While efforts to 

establish a strong, racial consciousness were an important intent, the 

other intention was to secure a place for blacks in the larger American 

society. This dual consciousness, which has been maintained into con

temporary times, also encourages black separatism by emphasizing the 

accomplishments of the group and the necessity for maintaining its inte

grity. 

The main body of black historical writing included James W. C. 
g 

Pennington's Text Book of the Origin and History of the Colored People; 

g 
James W. C. Pennington, Text Book of the Origins and History of 

the Colored People (Hartford, Conn: L. Skinner, 1841). 
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Williams C. Ne l l ' s Service of the Colored Americans in the Wars of 1776 

and 1812 and his Colored Patr iots of the American Revolution;^ as well 

as Robert B. Lewis' Light and Truth. Publ ic ists and pamphleteers who 

used h i s to r i ca l material as part of a larger na t i ona l i s t i c or revolu

t ionary ideology included Martin R. Delany, James T. Ho l ly , David Walker, 

Henry Highland Garnet, and Hosea Easton. On at least one occasion, 

Frederick Douglass delivered an address, la ter published as a pamphlet, 

in which he drew heavily on Afr ican history and black i n te l l ec tu ra l 

achievements. 

In 1829 two inflammatory pamphlets were published by Afro-Amer -

cans. "The Ethiopian Manifesto," wr i t ten by Alexander Young, a free 

black l i v i ng in New York C i ty , had the r ing of messiahism. 

Ethiopians, throughout the world in general, receive th is as 
but a lesson presented to you from an ins t ruc t ive Book...As 
came John the B a p t i s t , . . . t o spread abroad the forthcoming 
of his master, so al ike are intended these our words, to 
denote to the black African or Ethiopian neople, that God 
has prepared for them a leader, who waits but his season to 
proclaim to them his b i r t h r i g h t . ' ^ 

^Will iam C. N e l l , Service of the Colored Americans in the Wars of 
1776 and 1812 (Boston: Prentiss and Sawyer, 1851) and Cplored~-. t r iots 
of the American Revolution, with Sketches of Several Distinguishe'd 
Colored Persons: to which is ac":.'8d a Br ief Survey of tjie Condi tToh and 
and Prosoects of Colored Americans ^Boston: R. F. Wallcut, 1855). 

Robert B. Lewis, Light and Truth, Collected from the Bible and 
Modern His tory , Containing the Universal History of tne Colored an? 
Indian Races from the Creation of the World lo the Present Time (Boston: 
Publish ed by~a Commi t tee of Colored Gentlemen, 1844]L 

^Freder ick Douglass, "The Claims of the Negro Ethnological ly 
Considered," an address del ivered at Western Reserve College, July 12, 
1854, in Ph i l i p S. Foner, e d . , The L i fe and Writings of Frederick 
Dpucjlass (4 v o l s . ; New York Internat ional Publ ishers, 1950), I I , pp. 
189-309." 

^^Robert B. Young, "The Ethiopian Manifesto, Issued in defence 
of the Blackman's Rights, in the Scale of Universal Freedom" in Herbert 
Aptheker, e d . , A Documentary History of the fre.^ro Peoole in the United 
States (New York: The Citadel Press, 1969), p. 92. ~ ' 
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David Walker's Appeal, which enjoyed much greater n o t o r i t y , was even 

13 

more s t r i den t in i t s ca l l fo r a slave revo l t . Both pamphlets 

aff irmed an h i s to r i ca l past of cu l tura l and p o l i t i c a l achievement in 

the course of t h e i r arguments. While an af f i rmat ion of cu l tu ra l 

heritage was not the primary in tent of the w r i t e r s , t he i r use of h i s 

t o r i ca l examples to evoke pride and a sense of destiny are unmistakable. 
When we take a retrospective view of the arts and sciences--
the wise leg is la to rs - - the Pyrimads...the turning of the 
r i ve r N i l e , by the Sons of Afr ica or of Ham, among whom 
learning or ig inated, was carr ied thence to Greece where i t 
was improved upon...and enlightened the minds of men from 
then, down to this day . . . I am indeed cheered.^^ 

Walker, a self-educated author and clothing merchant, l e f t Wi l 

mington, North Carol ina, to se t t le in Boston. I t was not long before 

he was a r i s ing f igure in the black community. He was the local agent 

fo r the Rights of A l l , the successor newspaper to Freedom's Journal , 

founded in 1827. He was a Mason who had been second marshall at a publ ic 

dinner fo r Prince Adul Rahaman of Footah J a l l o , and he had subscribed 

to the i l l - f a t e d fund to purchase the freedom of George Horton, the 
15 

most celebrated slave poet since Phi H i s Wheatley. Walker was also 

a member of the Massachusetts General Colored Associat ion, founded in 

1826 to encourage racia l improvement and work for the abo l i t i on of 

s lavery. The publ icat ion of his Appeal, with i t s use of h i s to r i ca l 

Herbert Aptheker, One Continual Cry. David Walker's Appeal to 
the Colored Cit izens of the World, 1829-1830, Together with the 'Fu l l 
Text of the Third and Last Edit ion of the Appeal (New York: Humanities 
Press, 1955). 

I b i d . , pp. 82-83, passim. 

^^Benjamin Quarles, Black Abolitionists (New York: Oxford Uni
versity Press, 1969), p. 16. 
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examples (as described ea r l i e r ) to buttress i t s m i l i t a n t ca l l for a 

slave r e v o l t , was considered " insp i red" by blacks. Southern whites 

viewed i t as "the diabol ical Boston pamphlet." 

The Appeal was addressed to the "coloured c i t izens of the wor ld , " 

but most spec i f i ca l l y to blacks in the United States. I t was one pro

minent t r a c t among the numerous pe t i t i ons , pamphlets, and other pr inted 

materials that blacks produced in t he i r own e f fo r ts to rejuvenate the 

f lagging ant i -s lavery crusade. This agi tat ion preceeded by several 

years the widely publicized ac t i v i t i e s of white ant is lavery workers and 

the dramatic appearance of Will iam Lloyd Garrison and the Liberator. 

The v i t a l i t y of black abol i t ionism is suggested by the growth of black 

newspapers and conventions, and the publ icat ion of numerous t r a c t s , 

o ra t ion , and leg is la t i ve pet i t ions t o t a l l y independent of white abo l i 

t i o n i s t s . Indeed, the i n i t i a l support for the Liberator was overwhel

mingly black. 

The mi l i tancy of Walker's Appeal was expressive of the black 

commitment to the abo l i t ion of s lavery. But th is unabashed mi l i tancy 

caused most white abo l i t i on is ts l i ke Benjamin Lundy to disavow i t as 

injurous to the cause. The movement found a less of fensive, but per

haps more e f fec t ive means to bring i t s appeal to publ ic a t t en t i on - -

slave narrat ives. These slave memoirs served as a st imulat ing element 

in the development of black rac ia l consciousness and pr ide. Charles H. 

Nichols asserts that "thousands" of these slave biographies and auto

biographies appeared a f te r the ant is lavery crusade entered i t s major 

16 
Litwack, North of Slavery, p. 236. 
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phase a f te r 1831, while Benjamin Quarles suggests a more conservative 

18 f igure--one hundred. Regardless of the actual number, f i rs t -hand 

narrat ives provided formidable propaganda for abol i t ionism. I t is 

undeniable that these narratives were campaign l i t e r a t u r e . In some 

instances they were produced with the aid of ghost w r i t e r s , although 

most of the narrat ives were wr i t ten by the former slaves or dictated to 

wr i te rs who transcribed the i r recol lect ions. Those memoirs wr i t ten by 

former slaves themselves or dictated fo r t ranscr ip t ion were prized by 

abo l i t i on i s t s because they e f fec t i ve ly parried rac is t arguments of 

black i n f e r i o r i t y . Such works had an unequivocal authent ic i ty about 

them also. Even the f i c t i ona l i zed accounts were " s t r i k i n g in the i r 

19 essential t r u t h . 

Benjamin Quarles marshalled convincing evidence of the e f fec t i ve 

ness of the slave narrat ives. Slave narratives were widely read both 

i n the United States and in Europe. Indeed, Frederick Law 01mstead 

t e s t i f i e d that Northerners got most of the i r impressions of slavery 

from having read slave narrat ives. Such a poss ib i l i t y was nearly 

assured since many of the narratives were ser ia l ized or excerpted in 

a b o l i t i o n i s t journa ls . This was the desired resu l t . 

A noteworthy side e f fec t of the slave narrat ives was the creation 

"''^Charles H. Nichols, Many Thousand Gone: " The Ex-Slaves' Account 
of Their Bondage and Freedom (Leiden: E. J . B r i l l , 1963), p. x i i . 

Quarles, Black A b o l i t i o n i s t s , p. 65. 

NiChois, Many Thousand Gone, p. x i i i . 

^^Quarles, Black A b o l i t i o n i s t s , pp. 66-67, passim. 
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21 of a d i s t i n c t i ve l i t e r a t u r e . The success of the slave narratives in 

capturing publ ic at tent ion was one element that influenced the develop

ment of rac ia l h is tory wr i t ten by blacks. Where slave narrat ives de

monstrated the humanity of the black man and exposed the ev i ls of 

s lavery, the in ten t of racia l h istory was to proceed from that point 

and out l ine a h i s to r i ca l past worthy of pride and respect. The one had 

to bu i ld on the other. 

In 1837 Hosea Easton, a leader in the early convention movement, 

published A Treatise on the In te l lec tua l Character, and C iv i l and Po l i 

t i c a l Condition of the Colored People of the United States. Although 

he was not a revolut ionary, Easton was a cul tura l na t i ona l i s t . He 

traced the black man's descent from Ham, noting that the ea r l i es t c i v i l 

izat ions were in A f r i ca , and that Egyptian c i v i l i z a t i o n had i t s impact 

on Greece, and Rome, which subsequently became the source of Western 

c i v i l i z a t i o n . He noted the greatness and the peacefulness of African 

c i v i l i z a t i o n s , an a t t r i bu te which contributed to the i r destruction by 

Europeans. Conscious of the segregation of blacks and proud of the 

Afr ican past, he nevertheless expressed a devotion to America as the 

black man's home. "The claims of the colored people.. .are the claims 

22 
of an Am.erican," he sa id . 

Although copyrighted in 1836, Robert B. Lewis' Light and Truth 

was not published until 1844. It is the first extensive effort by an 

^hbid., p. 67. 
P9 

Hosea Easton, "Treatise on the Intellectual Character, and 
Civil and Political Condition of the Colored People of the United 
States" in Dorothy Porter, ed., Negro Protest Pamphlets (New York: 
Arno Press, 1969)'', p. 49. 
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Afro-American to wr i te rac ia l h i s to ry . The publ icat ion of the volume 

by a "Committee of Colored Gentlemen" would suggest appreciable i n te r 

est among northern blacks of the period in the i r own history to support 

such a pub l ica t ion . 

As h i s to ry , Light and Truth was def ic ient even by contemporary 

standards. I t was a massive conglomeration of pseudo-history, chaotic 

in arrangement and audacious in i t s statements. There was the usual 

t rac ing of Ham's descendants, while Jews, Greeks, Romans, Phoenicians 

and American Indians were considered Negroid peoples. Celebrated 

blacks of ant iqu i ty included Hannibal, Pompey, Plato and Boethius. Bio

graphical sketches of "modern eminent colored men," including Phi H i s 

Wheatley, Ignatius Sancho, Hosea Easton and David Walker, were followed 

by two chapters which traced the history of the ancient Arabs and the 
24 Hebrew prophets. Lewis' audacity was something of an embarassment to 

some of his contemporaries despite his s incer i ty in wishing to re late 

his "h i s to ry , " Martin R. Delany wrote of Lewis' book 

We regret the f ac t , that there are . . . too many of our brethren, 
who...dabbled in l i t e r a r y matters,.. .who are wholly unqual i
f i ed for the important work. 

But Lewis' book did have a redeeming v i r t ue . According to Delany, 

i t [was] a capi ta l o f fset to the p i t i ab le l i t e r a r y blunders 
of Professor George S. Gliddon,...who makes a l l ancient 
black men, wh i te . . .So , a las, th is colored gentleman, makes 
a l l ancient great white men, b lack. . .Gl iddon's id le nonsense 

Vernon Loggins, The Neqro Author, His Development in America 
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1931), p. 93. 

^ \ e w i s . Light and Tru th , pp. 304-308. 
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has a capi ta l match in the production of Mr. Lewis' 'L igh t 
and Truth ' and both should be sold together.25 

Other wr i te rs also affirmed a noble past and believed that blacks 

should be accorded a f u l l par t i c ipa t ion in American society. James 

W. C. Pennington, an ex-slave who, by the age of twenty-one, had become 

a min is ter , a b o l i t i o n i s t , and a worker in the Underground Rai l road, 

published a volume en t i t l ed A Text Book of the Origin and His tory , etc. 

e tc . of the Colored People in 1841. Pennington's in tent was to uproot 

pre judice, to correct false views so that t ru th was "unveiled and 

permitted to walk for th with her o l ive branch."^^ The popular i ty of 

his book is demonstrated by the fact that three edit ions of i t were 

pr inted from 1841 to 1844. 

Despite various attempts to wr i te h i s to ry , only one wr i t e r in 

th is period can be cal led a h is to r ian . Will iam C. N e l l , a j ou rna l i s t 

and a b o l i t i o n i s t associated with Will iam Lloyd Garrison and Wendell 

P h i l l i p s , wrote a pamphlet Services of the Colored Americans in the 

Wars of 1776 and 1812. While i t was probably true that the pamphlet 

27 
was wr i t t en more 'as a means of pecuniary aid" fo l lowing a lengthy 

i l l ness than as an attempt to wr i te racia l h i s to ry , the in tent of his 

longer work The Colored Patr iots of the American Revolution is c lear: 

"To rescue from obl iv ion the name and fame of those who though ' t inged 

25 
Martin R. Delany, Condition, Elevation, and Destiny of the 

Colored People of the United States, Politica"! iŷ  ConiT3ered (Philadel-
phia: The Author, 1852), p. 129. Delany is referring to Josiah C. 
Nott and George R, Gliddon, The Types of Mankind (Philadelphia: Lippin-
cott and Sons, 1839. 

26 
Pennington, Origin and History of the Colored People, p. 6. 

27 
Delany, Condition and Elevat ion, p. 123. 

/ ^ 
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wi th the hated s t a i n , ' yet had warm hearts and active hands in the 

times that t r i e d men's souls. M.28 

Nel l ' s book was larger than the t i t l e suggested. The f i r s t part 

included biographical sketches of outstanding blacks, several of whom 

were not m i l i t a r y men. The las t port ion of the book provides an over

view of the black s i tua t ion at the time. An appendix contains miscel

laneous items regarding slavery, the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850, the 

Amis tad a f f a i r and some m i l i t a r y matters. 

As a par t ic ipant in the convention movement of the 1850's, Nell 

c lear l y favored equal r ights for blacks. He was closely associated 

wi th Frederick Douglass in his anti-emigration stance. He believed 

black men in convention could be " ins t ruc t i ve " and white communities 

"favorably affected by the i r presence;" such meetings were not , in 

his view, as e f fec t ive as a strong ant i -s lavery movement with both 

29 black and white pa r t i c i pa t i on , however. 

Ne l l ' s view of the black man's condition and destiny in America 

was d i f f e ren t from that of Henry Highland Garnet, Martin R. Delany, or 

James T. Ho l ly , but for a l l pract ica l purposes the i r use of h is tory 

was not disparate. Garnet and Delany were thoroughgoing nat iona l is ts 

who became the most prominent emigrat ionists of the antebellum per iod. 

Holly was a l i f e l ong emigrat ionist who f i n a l l y se t t led in H a i t i . As 

pub l i c i s ts for t he i r various emigrationists schemes they used h i s to r i ca l 

materials in the course of t he i r arguments. 

Henry Highland Garnet, a Presbyterian minister with a white 

pg 

°Nell, Colored Patriots, p. 9. 

^^Ibid., 0. 370. 
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congregation in Troy, New York, came to national attention with a fiery 

speech delivered at the National Convention of Colored Men in 1843 at 

Rochester, New York. The speech entitled "An Address to the Slaves of 

the United States of America," urged bondsmen to kill any master who 

refused to liberate them after they asked for their freedom. Quite 

naturally such an address caused a furor among the convention delegates. 

Yet Garnet's speech failed by only one vote of being accepted as the 

sentiments of the convention, despite the efforts of other rising young 

figures led by Frederick Douglass and Charles Remond to influence the 

convention against it. In 1848 Garnet published his speech along with 

a special edition of David Walker's Appeal, at the instigation and 

expense of John Brown.^ 

In another speech, this time before a predominately white audi

ence. Garnet drew heavily on the achievements of Africans as proof of 

the capabilities of blacks. This speech, "The Past and the Present 

Condition, and the Destiny of the Colored Race...," was delivered at 

the fifteenth anniversary of the Female Benevolent Society of Troy, 

31 
New York, in 1848. It was later published as a pamphlet. 

At the time he was not an emigrationist, but his cultural 

nationalism is amply displayed. 

Numerous...instances might be mentioned that would indicate 
the ancient fame of our ancestors. A fame, which arose from 
every virtue, and talent, that render mortals pre-eminently 
great. From the conquests of love and beauty, from the 

"^^Loggins, The Negro Author, p. 192. 

Henry Highland Garnet, The Past and the Present Condition, and 
^_e_Destiny of the Colored Race: A Discourse delivered at the 15th 
AnnTversaTv of the Female Benevolent Society of Troy, N. Y., February 
T4 (Troy, N. Y.: J. C. Kneeland and Co., 18487! 
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prowess of the i r arms, and theic arch i tec ture, poetry, mathe
matics, generosity, and piety.*^ 

In the middle of his long career as min is ter , j o u r n a l i s t , abo l i 

t i o n i s t , college president, and in his old age as a diplomat repre

senting the United States as Minister and Consul General in L ibe r ia , 

Garnet became an emigrat ionist . The years of quasi-freedom for blacks 

who were not slaves, Liberian independence which came in 1847, the 

Fugit ive Slave Law of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the Dred Scott 

decis ion, and the uncertain posture of the Republican Party on slavery 

a l l helped to bring numerous blacks to the emigrat ionist cause. For 

Garnet, as with others who became emigrat ionis ts , nationalism and emi

grat ion became inseparable. 

His par t i c ipa t ion in the movement and his intimate involvement 

wi th the Afr ican C i v i l i za t i on Society a t tes t to his national ism. 

Serving as president of the Society from i t s inception in 1858, Garnet 

worked vigorously to af f i rm the basis of the Society, 

Self-Reliance and Self-Government, on the pr inc ip le of Afr ican 
n a t i o n a l i t y , the African race being the ru l ing element of the 
nat ion, cont ro l l ing and d i rect ing the i r own a f f a i r s . ^ ^ 

In his work with the Afr ican C iv i l i za t i on Society, Garnet became the 

r i v a l of Martin R. Delany, a man who la ter was regarded as the "embodi

ment" of black nationalism and separatism. The para l le ls in the two 

men's l a te r l ives are s t r i k i n g . Both were part ic ipants in the conven

t ion movement from the 1840's. Both became emigrat ionists a f ter an 

•^^ Ib id . , in John Bracey, Black Nationalism, p. 120. 

Tiie Consti tut ion of the African C i v i l i za t i on Society: in 
Howard H, Erotz, e d . , Negro Social and Po l i t i ca l Thought, 1850-1920 (New 
York: Basic Books, 19667, p. 191. 
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i n i t i a l period of opposing such schemes, and they had become d i s i l 

lusioned with moral suasion as a viable tac t i c for the abo l i t ion of 

s lavery. The two men became pre-eminent spokesmen fo r emigration to 

Afr ica i n the 1850's with the i r own plans for such separation from 

the United States. In his wr i t i ng Delany, l i ke Garnet, used African 

h i s t o r i ca l evidence in the course of his arguments. 

Delany's l i t e r a r y e f fo r t s included a novel, f i r s t published in 

1859 in the Anglo-African Magazine, the leading black magazine of the 

per iod, a book. The Condit ion, Elevat ion, Emigration, and Destiny of 

the Colored People of the United States, his O f f i c i a l Report of the 
— - • - - - , ' I II I 1 • 

Niger Valley Exploring Party, an a r t i c l e on the "At t rac t ion of Planets" 

i n the Anglo-African Magazine, and a book, Pr incip ia of Ethnology 

published in 1879. 

Undoubtedly Delany is best known for his Condition and Elevation. 

This book, in ccr.bination wi th his novel, Blake, or the Huts of America, 

would be the best statement of Delany's ideas regarding Afr ican history 

as i t relates to Afro-Americans of the nineteenth century, as well as 

his views on black separatism. Written af ter he had reached maturity 

and stature in black abo l i t i on is ts c i r c l e s , the Condition and Elevation 

contains Delany's essay, "Project for Adventure, to the Eastern Coast 

of A f r i ca" which was o r i g i na l l y wr i t ten at the age of t\-/enty-four. As 

such the consistent development of Delany's na t iona l i s t and separat ist 

thought is displayed. His novel , Blake, wr i t ten j us t p r io r to his 

departure for western Af r ica at the head of the Niger Valley Exploring 
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Party in 1859, was the culmination of his p o l i t i c a l and social views.^"^ 

There is the often quoted phrase, supposedly or ig inat ing with 

Frederick Douglass, which went, " I thank God for being born a man, 

Delany thanks Him for being born a black man." Regardless of the 

authorship, the phrase aptly epitomized Martin R. Delany's view of him

se l f . Born to a free mother and a slave father in Charleston, V i rg in ia 

(now West V i r g i n i a ) , on May 6, 1812, Delany claimed to be a descendant 

35 
of West Afr ican ch ie f ta ins . Af ter receiving a scanty education 

Delany moved with his mother to Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, where they 

were jo ined by his father. Delany l e f t Chambersburg in 1831, at 

nineteen, going to Pittsburgh where he worked as a barber and continued 

his education at a school operated by Rev. Lewis Woodson, a black Metho

d i s t min is ter . Their re lat ionship was f a t e f u l . Delany studied the 

c lass ics , La t i n , and Greek under Woodson's tutelage and i t was probably 

Woodson who started Delany on the path to p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y . 

In the tv/enty-five years that followed Delany's a r r i va l in P i t t s 

burgh, he was involved in abol i t ion ism, "moral reform," journal ism, 

and medicine. He edited the Mystery, one of the few black newspapers 

of the period from 1843 to 1847. James McCune Smith, a contemporary 

Delany, Condition and Elevat ion, p. 209-214, and Blake, or the 
Huts of America .""with an Tntroduction by Floyd J . M i l l e r (Boston: Bea-
con Press, 1970). 

Biographical data is derived from Frank A. Rol l in [Mrs. Frances 
E. Rol l in Whippar], L i fe and Public Services_of Martin R. Delany (Bos
ton: Lee and Shenard, 1868); M. H. M. KTrk-Greene, 'America in the 
Niger Val ley; A Colonization Centenary," Phyiqn, XXIII ( F a l l , 1962), 
225-239; W. A. Simons, 'len of Mo>"k: hpijnent. Progressive and Rising 
(Cleveland, Ohio: George M. Rov.'ell and Co., 1837), DP. 1007-1015; 
V ic tor Ullman, Martin R. Delany: The Beginnings of Black Nationalism 
(Boston: Beacon Press, 1971). 
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of Delany's and himself a well respected physician and scholar, cal led 

36 
the journal the best paper edited by a black man at the t ime. Later, 

probably from late 1847 un t i l sometime in 1849, Delany was associated 

wi th Frederick Douglass as co-editor of the North Star. 

In 1843 Delany married and began his family of eleven ch i ld ren, 

some of whom he named af ter eminent blacks: Toussaint L'Ouverture, 

Alexandre Dumas, Rameses Placido, and Ethiopia Halle Amelia. His 

w i f e , Cathrine A. Richards, was the daughter of Charles Richards, a 

black butcher, and Fel ic ia F i tgera ld , one of the f lood of I r i sh re fu 

gees from County Cork, who set t led in Pit tsburgh. 

Af ter espousing a pro-emigrat ionist pos i t i on , Delany moved his 

family to Chatham, Canada West in 1856. His publ icat ion of Condition 

and Elevat ion, his close association with the North American Convention 

of Colored Men held in Toronto in September, 1851, and his na t iona l i s t 

sentiments expressed in the Mystery a l l marked the gradual reversal 

of his previous ant i -emigrat ion is t posture. Delany's pro-emigrat ionist 

labors culminated in his t r i p to Afr ica from 1859 to 1860 as the leader 

of the Niger Valley Exploring Party which sought the establishment of 

a colony of blacks from Canada and the United States in the Abbeokuta 

area of western A f r i ca . 

Return to Canada in 1861, Delany organized a prospective co lon i 

zing party of black Canadians. Unfortunately, the treaty-making e f fo r ts 

of the Niger val ley expedition were abrogated by the Alake of Abbeokuta. 

The proposed colonizat ion never came to f r u i t i o n . 

36james McCune Smith quoted in James T. Ho l ly , " In Memoriam," 
A.M.E. Church Review, I I I (October, 1886), 120. 
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The publ icat ion of the Condition and Elevation in 1852, had 

marked Delany's break wi th the anti-emigrat ion stance of black abo l i 

t i o n i s t s of the period. While he continued to oppose Liberian co lon i 

zation (as did most black a b o l i t i o n i s t s ) , Delany advocated black emi

grat ion to Central or South America. Not merely a polemical indulgence, 

Delany's book was a careful sociological and h i s to r i ca l examination of 

f ree black communities in the North. This assessment of the Northern 

black man's condit ion remains a s ign i f i can t source of information and 

thought on free blacks in the United States in the middle of the nine

teenth century. 

Delany used h i s to r i ca l evidence derived from his own reading of 

European scholars and recent American history to repudiate white argu

ments that the black man was i n fe r i o r and to demonstrate the exp lo i ta

t i on of blacks by whites. The bulk of the book discusses the i n t e l 

l e c t u a l , c u l t u r a l , and professional achievements of blacks. The 

thrus t of his several chapters which related history and biographical 

sketches of prominent blacks in America was to argue that blacks, as 

suggested by the achievement of those discussed, were en t i t l ed to equal 

37 
r igh ts and pr iv i leges in "our common country." Delany concluded, 

however, that equal r ights and pr iv i leges were not forthcoming from 

whi tes, and the only viable a l ternat ive for blacks was to emigrate to a 

country where black men could exercise such r ights and p r i v i l eges . 

By 1852, Delany was a confirmed na t iona l i s t who favored separa

t ism. The appendix to Condition and Elevat ion, wr i t ten in 1836, i n d i 

cated his early views as he formulated plans fo r an expedition to the 

37Delany, Condition and Elevat ion, p. 48. 
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east coast of A f r i ca . His introductory remarks were i l l u s t r a t i v e . 

We [b lack] are a nation wi th in a nation...The claims of no 
people.. .are respected by any nat ion, un t i l they are pre
sented in a national capacity. 

Later he declared, "Every people should be the or ig inators of t he i r own 

designs, the projector of the i r own schemes, and creators of the events 

that lead to the i r destiny.""^^ 

The cool reception given to Delany's book by the abo l i t i on i s t 

press was as could be expected, in hindsight. In daring to view emi

g ra t i on , regardless of the place, as a legit imate a l ternat ive for blacks 

to consider fo r the amelioration of the i r condi t ion, and in daring to 

i den t i f y the hypocracy of the abo l i t i on i s t movement, Delany had strayed 

from the true path. His book was e i ther ignored or attacked by abo l i 

t i o n i s t s . Frederick Douglass treated i t with "cold and deathly s i -
30 

lence." Wil l iam Lloyd Garrison gave the book a length review in which 

he expressed kind regard fo r Delany as a person, but took issue with his 

c r i t i c i s m of the honesty and zeal of a b o l i t i o n i s t s , his in terpre ta t ion 

40 
of the h is tory of abol i t ionism and of emigrationism. Cr i t i c ism of 

the book by Ol iver Johnson, one of Delany's old f r i ends , the edi tor of 

the Pennsylvania Freeman and himself an a b o l i t i o n i s t , suggests the vehe

mence generated by the book. 

I t embodies many facts which are in .themselves in terest ing 
and valuable, which, i f they were less bunglingly and egot is
t i c a l l y presented and not mixed up with much that is of question
able propr iety and u t i l i t y , might be avai lable to the reader; 

3g 
Delany, Condition and Elevation, p. 209. 

Martin R. Delany to Frederick Douglass, July 10, 1852, quoted in 
Ullman, Martin R. Delany, p. 145. 

"^^Ibid., p. 146. 
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but the manner in which the author has used his materials de
prives the work of all value. We could wish that, for his 
own credit and that of the colored people, it had never been 
published.41 

Such criticism should not be considered the last word regarding 

Delany's book. Numerous free blacks, both prominent leaders and lesser 

known, less articulate men, read Condition and Elevation and responded 

to it positively. The successful convening of the National Emigration 

Convention held in Cleveland in 1854 was due in large measure to the 

42 efforts of Delany and the response to his book. His detailing of the 

intellectual and cultural achievements of blacks in Africa, in anti

quity, in the West Indies, and even in the United States stirred the 

imaginations of his readers. His evidence suggested legitimate chal

lenges to the prevailing views of black inferiority and degradation. 

Indeed, the colored peoples of the world outnumbered the whites. Their 

accomplishments elsewhere were received with praise and admiration. 

Could it be that a black skin was a liability only in America? Could 

emigration to a less hostile environment be v/orth the hardships if a 

black man could be respected? 

Delany's Condition and Elevation and his endorsement of emigration 

affirmed his formal break with organized anti-slavery movements. His 

departure was not unlike that of James Theodore Holly. Holly's princi

pal ideas on nationalism were presented in a series of articles in The 

Anglo-African Magazine in 1859. His emphasis on Haiti as a site for 

emigration by American blacks was first proposed two years before in 

^hbid., p. 148. 

^^Ullman, Martin R. Delany, pp. 153-154. 
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his Vindication of the Capacity of the Negro Race for Self-Government, 

and Civilized Progress. For Holly the splendor and glory of Ethiopia, 

Egypt, and Greece paled before the Haitian achievement. With the 

establishment of an independent nation in Haiti "the question of negro 

capacity stands out a naked fact, as vindication of itself," without 

aid from whites and despite their efforts to suppress the emergence of 

43 the new nation. In the history of Haiti Holly saw a chance to revive 

the black man's confidence in himself and in his capacity for control

ling his own destiny. This was a confidence clouded by centuries of 

slavery and exploitation. 

In relating the history of Haiti Holly was exuberant. The 

Haitian revolution was the "grandest political event" of the age. Since 

the revolution succeeded in spite of obstacles greater than those of the 

American revolution, the events could be construed as proof of "negro 

superiority" rather than mere equality. American blacks, then, should 

certainly find Haiti a better place for advancement than in the United 

44 
States. 

Between 1854 and 1858 Holly and Delany worked through the Board of 

Commissioners organized at the Cleveland emigration convention in 1854 

to establish a black empire in the American tropics. Their joint 

efforts were to end, however, as interest in Africa became more and more 

prevalent during the decade and Delany's interest in the continent was 

^^James T. Holly, "Thoughts on Haiti," The Anglo-African Magazine, 
I (June, 1859), 186-187, passim. 

James T. Holly, "Vindication of the Capacity of the Negro Race 
for Self-Government and Civilized Progress" in Bell, ed., Black SeparcT-
tisn and the Caribbean, 1860, pp. 24-25, passim. 
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revived. Delany wrote Holly in 1861 informing him of his new posture 

just before the latter emigrated to Haiti. "My duty and destiny are in 

Africa," Delany wrote, "a great and glorious (even in its defects) land 

of your and my ancestry." He continued, "I cannot, I will not desert 

her for all things else in this world, save that of my own house

hold..."^^ 

For nationalists racial history was an important element in argu

ments for persuading converts to that cause. For other writers of 

racial history, there was the desire to set the record straight, to vin--

dicate the race. Even men like Frederick Douglass, v/ho certainly was [ 

not a thoroughgoing nationalist, did on occasion exhibit a strong sense j 

of cultural nationalism. In fact, while a foe of emigration movements, f 

Douglass fully understood their appeal and their intent, particularly ^ 

after witnessing the black response to Delany's Condition and Eleva-

46 tion. 

An address delivered at Western Reserve College in 1854, which 

was later published as a pamphlet, provides an excellent example of 

Douglass as a cultural nationalist and black -intellectual. In his ad

dress Douglass took issue with the racist scientific theories of Dr. 

Samuel G. Morton, author of Crania Americana and founder of the "cranial 

difference" school of Negro inferiority. Other, "ethographers" who came 

under Douglass' scrutiny were Josiah Clark Nott of Mobile, Alabama, and 

'^^Martin R. Delany to James T. Holly, The Weekly Anglo-African, 
February 2, 1861. Italics in the original. 

Frederick Douglass to Harriet Beecher Stowe, March 8, 1853, in 
Foner, ed., Life and Writings of Frederick Douglass, II, pp. 231-232, 
and Howard H. Bell, A S'urvey of the î egro Convention flovement, 1830-1861 
(New York: Arno Press and the New York Times, 1969), pp. 217-218. 
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his collaborator George Glidden. Their theories in Types of Mankind 

were accepted as authoritative from 1839 until long after the publica

tion of Charles Darwin's Origins of Species. Even Louis Agassiz, 

America's most noted scientist, was not above Douglass' criticism. 

Douglass's argument proceeded from the declaration that even the 

scholar in America could not ignore the racial issues that so dominated 

American political and social life. "The neutral scholar is an ignoble 

man," he affirmed. Then turning to the question of whether the black 

man was, indeed, part of humanity, Douglass defined the characteristics 

of man and concluded that there was a unity of humanity of which the 

black man was a part. He then questioned the validity of the theories 

and conclusions in which Dr. Morton and others maintained that blacks 

were naturally inferior, that they had never been associated with any 

civilization except as servants, and that blacks even then were incapa

ble of original and creative endeavors. Dr. Morton flatly maintained 

that the Egyptians were white and that blacks in Africa had never devel

oped a civilization. Douglass challenged these arguments finding them 

loaded with faulty logic, prejudice, and ignorance. Using the scholarship 

of other writers, the observations of travelers to Africa, particularly 

to Egypt, he concluded that contrary to the prevailing views "the Negro 

is a MAN." and that "it may be safely affirmed .that a strong affinity 

and direct relationship may be claimed by the Negro race, to that 

grandest of all nations of antiquity, the builders of the pyramids." 

47 
Douglass, "Claims of the Negro Ethnologically Considered," 

address delivered at Western Reserve College, July ]2, 1854, in Foner, 
ed., Life and Writings of Frederick Douglass, pp. 289-309, passim. 
Italics in the original. 
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From their first appearance, writings by blacks using historical 

materials were intended to make the record complete, to correct the 

exclusion of the black role in American history, and to affirm an histor

ical past worthy of pride. As will be demonstrated later, as blacks 

became more assertive in the abolitionist movement and as they became 

disillusioned with abolitionism and political activism, historical 

materials recalling the black man's cultural and intellectual heritage 

were important in separatist arguments made by black nationalists. 

Historical materials were integral to the development of black nation

alism. 



CHAPTER III 

BLACK SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS AS PROMOTERS OF CULTURAL NATIONALISM; 
THE CHURCH AND MUTUAL BENEFIT SOCIETIES 

The revolutionary ideals that seemed to hold out hope for improved 

conditions for black Americans began to decline toward the end of the 

eighteenth century, and with it the prospects for black men changed 

dramatically. The current of events stimulated the incipient group 

consciousness among blacks as blacks witnessed the promulgation of the 

Constitution of 1787, with its recognition of slavery, and the passage 

of the first national fugitive slave law in 1787, an extension of the 

constitutional clause on slavery. In fact, as revolutionary fervor 

disapated, segregation and exclusion of blacks increased. 

Blacks, who had always harbored a sense of alienation and separ-

ateness, had additional reason to reinforce their sense of group 

consciousness in a society that continued to express its determination 

to exclude them. Among the first indicators of black response was the 

establishment of separate churches. The separatist movement became 

more pervasive when blacks formed mutual benefit societies and self-

help organizations during, and immediately following, the period of the 

Confederation. Black journalism, dedicated to speaking for black 

people, began in the late 1820's. Black political activity expressed 

in terms of revitalizing the abolitionist movement, emigrationism, and 

the convention movement developed in the third decade of the century. 

40 
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Nationalism served as an essential adjunct and logical extension of 

a l l the separat ist a c t i v i t i e s in which Afro-Americans were par t ic ipants . 

In most instances elements of cu l tura l nationalism were present, of ten

times so intertwined wi th p o l i t i c a l nationalism that the two were insep

arable. The one encouraged and propelled the development of the other. 

The primary i n s t i t u t i o n in black social and i n te l l ec tua l l i f e in 

the la te eighteenth century and throughout the nineteenth century was 

the church. The church and with less widespread impact, the mutual 

aid soc ie t ies , were the only i ns t i t u t i ons in which blacks were permitted 

to express the i r own ideas and seek solutions to t he i r own needs in 

whatever ways they deemed most appropriate. The church was often the 

only avenue for expression, providing many social functions which sim

i l a r i ns t i t u t i ons among other peoples would never have been required to 

perform. The church was a social center, a place to meet fr iends with 

whom contacts were often denied under slavery. I t was a place of en

lightenment and for the dissemination of information regarding the black 

community and i t s in teract ion wi th the larger white society. I t also 

served as an out le t for the p o l i t i c a l and social concerns of blacks, 

providing a forum for indiv idual action and the crucible fo r group 

ac t ion . One other important function of the church was i t s service as 

the t ra in ing center for a cadre of leaders and spokesmen fo r black 

aspirat ions and f rus t ra t i ons . To some extent , the black church waŝ  

the black community. Most blacks who professed re l ig ious a f f i l i a t i o n 

Carter G. Woodson, The History of the Negro Church (2nd e d . ; 
ington, D. C : The Associated Publishers, 1921), p. 226. Washington 
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were either Methodists or Baptists as a result of these two churches 

willingness during the colonial era to accept both blacks and whites on 

a basis of relative equality, even in the South. By the 1790's however, 

overt discrimination was becoming prevalent in all the churches. 

The independent black church movement was a reaction to this 

growing discriminatory pattern. The origin of the African Methodist 

Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church was a direct consequence of this discrimina

tion. Richard Allen, the church's leading figure and first consecrated 

bishop, and Absalom Jones, the central figure in what was to become 

the St. Thomas Episcopal Church (African Branch), lead their followers 

from the St. George Methodist Church in protest when white members of 

that congregation directed them to move to the rear gallery in the midst 

of their prayers. 

Allen, who had been a slave in Maryland before his conversion to 

Methodism and who then became a circuit preacher gaining his freedom 

and moving to Philadelphia, had realized that blacks would not be able 

to achieve positions of leadership at St. George and had suggested on 

a previous occasion that the blacks create a separate church. The 

majority response to his idea had been negative from blacks and whites. 

Relegation to the gallery and the rear of the church while in the act 

of praying, however, was an indignity that even the more conservative 

black churchgoers could not forgive. 

It is unclear whether the organization of the Free African Society 

preceeded the withdrawal from St. George Church or followed it. It is 

clear, however, that the Society organized by Absalom Jones and Richard 

Allen on April 12, 1787, included six other charter members who agreed 
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because of "a love to the people of the i r complexion" a "society should 

be formed without regard to re l ig ious tenents." The Afr ican Society's 

nondenominational re l ig ious worship was to be conducted s imi la r to 

Quaker services. The s i l e n t prayers and meditation and disagreement 

over which re l ig ious a f f i l i a t i o n should be adopted prec ip i ta ted doc

t r i n a l differences between Jones and Allen and the i r respective f o l 

lowers. Recalling the i r treatment by St. George Methodist Episcopal 

membership, most of the members of the Free African Society voted to 

a f f i l i a t e with the Episcopalians. As a consequence, Jones led his 

fol lowers to establ ish the St. Thomas Protestant Episcopal Church, 

dedicated on July 17, 1794, and Al len and his followers formed the 

Bethel Afr ican Methodist Church on July 29, 1974. A l len 's refusal to 

abandon Methodism was based on the contention that the s p i r i t u a l needs 

of black people were best met with the "p la in and simple gospel." 

"Sp i r i t ua l and extempore preaching" was considered more benef ic ia l to 

colored people. Further credence was given to th is expression of 

unique re l ig ious needs by the admission of only descendants of Africans 
3 

to membership in the new church. Once black Methodists separated from 

St. George Church in Phi ladelphia, black Methodists in Balt imore, Mary

land, Wil lmington, Delaware, At t leboro, Pennsylvania, and Salem, New 

Jersey, fol lowed the i r example and a f f i l i a t e d with A l len 's group in 

"preamble of the Free Afr ican Society" in Bracey, Black Nation
a l ism, p. 20. In North of Slavery Leon Litwack implies that the 
Society was organized a f ter the departure from St. George Church. 
Yet the charter membership of the Society l i s t ed only e ight men, which 
would seem too small to have been organized a f te r blacks l e f t St. 
George Church en masse. 

3 
Litwack, North of Slavery, p. 194. 
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1816."^ 

The organization of the African Methodist Episcopal Church was 

formalized in 1816 after a successful lawsuit which went to the Penn

sylvania Supreme Court. Representatives from churches in Pennsylvania, 

New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland met in convention to organize their 

church and to elect Richard Allen as their first bishop. The lawsuit, 

which was a cause celebre among black Methodists, sought to affirm the 

African Methodists' right to withdraw from the jurisdiction of the 

Methodists with their property and capital assets in tact. The success

ful conclusion of the litigation was viewed by the blacks as the con

tinued fulfillment of the often repeated biblical passage "Ethiopia 

shall stretch out her hands unto God..." The retention of the "African" 

descriptor while remaining doctrinal Methodists was a source of pride 
5 

for black Methodists. In a defense of religious separatism written 

in 1891, the distinguished A.M.E. bishop, Daniel Alexander Payne, re

flected on the impact of the black church on its membership and how 

the church was perceived by whites. The successful establishment and 

survival of the A.M.E. church was a "flat contradication and triumphant 

refutation" of the idea that black men were "incapable of self-govern

ment and self-support." This new independence made blacks "feel and 

recognize our individuality and our heaven-created manhood." 

4 
Woodson, History of the Negro Church, p. 75. 

^See Daniel Coker, Sermon delivered Extempore in the African 
Bethel Church in the City of Baltimore, on the 21st of January, 1816... 
on Account of the Colored People Gaining Their Church (Bethel) in the 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania... (n.p., n.p.). ~ ~" 

^Daniel A. Payne, History of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church (Nashville, Tenn.: Publishing House of the A.M.E. Sunday School 
Union, 1891), pp. 9-12. 
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By 1830, the black church movement ref lected the same m u l t i p l i c i t y 

of sects that prevailed am.ong whites. Methodists and Baptists pre

dominated, but there were black subscribers to almost a l l of the organ

ized denominations. Despite the reinforced separation of the races, 

the black church was the most dynamic social i n s t i t u t i o n in the black 

communities. Blacks were no longer relegated to "Afr ican corners" or 

the "Nigger Pew," or "Nigger Heaven" (the ga l l e r i es ) . They were free 

to assemble, vote fo r o f f i c e r s , and express themselves s p i r i t u a l l y , 

s o c i a l l y , and p o l i t i c a l l y . 

Black churchmen had issues on which to act. Whether or not to 

cooperate with the expatr iat ion plans of the American Colonization 

Society and the abo l i t ion of slavery were questions which animated the 

black community from about 1817 to 180. These questions provided 

opportunit ies fo r black churchmen to speak d i rec t l y to the issues from 

the pu lp i t as ministers to congregations and as concerned laymen and 

laywomen. The resu l t of the i r oratory was the in te r jec t ion of new vigor 

in to the lagging ant islavery crusade. 

The abo l i t ion of the slave trade in January, 1808, was the occa

sion fo r considerable ceremony and exhuberant oratory. Commemorative 

hymns and anthems composed by Robert Y. Sidney sung in St. Thomas A f r i 

can Episcopal Church, which had been founded by Absalom Jones as St. 

Thomas Protestant Episcopal Church, succinct ly expressed an inc ip ien t 

nat ional ism. 

Awake, my bangor, tw in 'd with f l o w ' r s , 
Thou pride of A f r i c ' s racel 

The night is past, o 'er are the show'rs 
That dew'd creator's face. 
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Ye sable nations all rejoice'. 
01 wipe your tears away; 

Afric, your glory shines one more, 
This is your jubilee.' 

The passionate eloquence of Maria A. Stewart, possibly the first 

black woman lecturer, would further underscore the undertone of racial 

pride that was often expressed by pious blacks. 

Far be it from me to recommend to you either to kill, burn, 
or destroy. But I would strongly recommend to you to improve 
your talents:...Show forth your powers of mind. Prove to 
the world that 

'Though black your skins as shades of night. 
Your hearts are pure, your souls are white.' 

...Many think, because your skins are tinged with a sable 
hue, that you are an inferior race of beings; but God does 
not consider you as such. He hath formed and fashioned you 
in his own glorious image, and hath bestowed upon you rea
son and strong powers of intellect.^ 

Mutual aid societies, like religious organization, were founded 

among blacks as a result of economic insecurity, the desire for social 

contact, a perceived need for moral and educational improvement, the 

need for spiritual expression, and, in no few instances, the desire by 
9 

blacks to control their own destinies, exclusive of white controls. 

The earliest known effort to organize a mutual aid society was probably 

in Newport, Rhode Island, where Newport Gardner and his friends 

Robert Y. Sidney, "Anthems, Composed by R. Y. Sidney, for the 
National Jubilee of the .Abolition of the Slave Trade, January 1st, 
1809" in Dorothy Porter, ed., Early Negro Writings, 1760-1837 (Boston: 
Beacon Press, 1971), p. 567. 

g 
Maria W. Steward, "Religion and the Pure Principles of Morality 

on which We Must Build" in Porter, ed., Early Negro Writings, p. 461. 
Q 

Ibid., p. 5; W. E. B. DuBois, The Negro Church, Atlanta Univer
sity Publications 8 (Atlanta: The Atlanta University Press, 1903), p. 
30. 
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established the Afr ican Union Society on November 10, 1780. Their pur

pose was to promote the "welfare of the colored community by providing a 

record of b i r t h s , deaths, and marriages; by helping to apprentice 

Negroes; and by assist ing members in time of d is t ress . " In 1790, a 

group of free black men organized the Brown Fellowship Society in 

Charleston, South Carolina. A s imi lar organizat ion, the Boston Afr ican 

Society was formed in 1796. By 1806 the Society l i s t ed fo r t y - fou r 

members pledged to the "mutual benefi t of each o t h e r . . . t o attend to the 

s ick , and see that they want nothing that the Society can g ive, " and to 

provide bur ia l on the event of death. 

Temperance, t r a c t , education, and welfare societ ies were estab

l ished with the intent ion of reinforcing the i r various values among the 

black populations. In 1832 "ninety-four free blacks and other persons 

12 of color" established a Temperance Society in Frankfurt , Kentucky. 

From 1832 to about 1846 a host of l i t e ra r y societ ies were formed. They 

thr ived in c i t i es of the East and the Middle West, providing educational 

opportunit ies and lecture ser ies , maintaining l i b r a r i e s , and in some 

10. Irving H. Bartlett quoted in Porter, ed., Early Negro Writing, 
p. 5. 

Aptheker, ed., A Documentary History of the Negro People in the 
United States, p. 38. 

1 p 
Porter, ed., Early Negro Writing, p. 6. This writer was unable 

to determine whether the "other persons of color'^ were slaves, but if 
such was the case this organization would be a curious one. The 
meeting of free blacks and slaves in a border state following the Nat 
Turner insurrection in 1831 is uniquely juxtaposed against the pro
scriptions placed on free blacks and slaves in the southern states 
following that upheaval in Virginia. 
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13 instances supporting publ icat ions. The Demosthenian Ins t i t u te formed 

in the home of John P. Burr in 1837 maintained a l i b ra ry of more than 

one hundred s c i e n t i f i c and h is to r i ca l works and published an o f f i c i a l 

organ. The Demosthenian Shie ld, f i r s t issued in 1841. A New York 

women's group, the New York Female L i terary Society with Henrietta D. 

Ray as co-founder and president, sponsored fa i r s to f i nanc ia l l y assist 

the Colored American, a newspaper edited by Mrs. Ray's husband, Charles 

14 Bennett Ray. 

A l l these organizations served s imi lar purposes. They offered 

companionship fo r the i r members, recreat ion, recogni t ion, prest ige, and 

in some instances, economic security and a framework fo r social mobil

i t y . These organizations were also examples of a tendency toward rac ia l 

uni ty and so l i da r i t y that might provide sources of d i gn i t y , se l f -

respect, rac ia l p r ide , and a sense of cont ro l l ing one's own destiny in 

a closed society. 

At least one of the early organizations contemplated a d i f fe ren t 

approach to the black man's status in American society. The African 

Ins t i t u tes of Boston composed of a group of free blacks banded together 

in 1812 fo r the "purpose of d i f fus ing l i g h t & c i v i l i z a t i o n & knowledge 

in A f r i c a . " These few men expressed a wi l l ingness to emigrate to Sierra 

Leone, the B r i t i sh colony in western A f r i ca , under the leadership of a 

highly respected black man, Paul Cuffe, despite the ant ic ipated hard-

Dorothy Porter, "The Organized Educational Ac t i v i t i e s of Negro 
L i te ra ry Societ ies, 1828-1846," Journal of Negro Education, V (October, 
1936), 557-558, passim. Porter conveniently l i s t s these societ ies by 
state and c i t y wi th dates of formation. 

^ ^ I b i d . , pp. 562, 569. 
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ships and the possible disapproval of the i r fel lows who might label 

15 them speculators and slave traders. 

Of a l l the organizations founded by blacks during the era p r io r 

to 1840, the Free Masons perhaps best epitomize the membership, aspira

t i ons , and accomplishments of such organizations. One wr i te r has 

asserted that the charter issued to African Lodge No. 459, Free and 

Accepted Masons, in 1784, was one of the greatest events in the exper i 

ence of blacks in America. He believed that "Freemasonry gave the Negro 

in th is country his f i r s t opportunity to f ind himself; i t discovered to 

his enfeebled race consciousness the power of a common cause; i t started 

16 

him on the road to sel f -hood." While i t is debatable whether Free

masonry provided the f i r s t opportunity for such se l f -asser t ion and 

rac ia l p r ide , i t would seem plausible that the Freemason movement had 

an important e f fec t on blacks of the per iod. 

Black Freemasonry was rooted in the events of the American Revolu

t i o n . Price Hall and fourteen other blacks were i n i t i a t e d in to Free

masonry in 1775 during the Br i t i sh occupation of Boston, by an English 

m i l i t a r y lodge holding a warrant under the Grand Lodge of England. 

Nine" years la te r these black Masons applied to the Grand Lodge of 

England to establ ish the i r own lodge. Their appl icat ion was granted 

and a warrant to that e f fec t was issued on September 29, 1784. This 

warrant, del ivered three years l a t e r , on May 2 , 1787, named Prince Hall 

Prince Saunders, Thomas Ja rv i s , and Perry Locks to Paul Cuffe, 
August 3, 1812, in Bracey, Black Nationalism, p. 22. 

16 
George W. Crawford, Prince Hall and His Followers; Being a 

Monograph on the Legitimacy of Negro Masonry (New York: The C r i s i s , 
T919), p. 18. 
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as the Master. The lodge was founded four days af ter the warrant 

arr ived in Boston. Thus Masonry is the oldest continuing organization 

among blacks on th is continent. 

As would be expected black Masonry would fol low the universal 

tenents of Masonry. Yet a s ign i f i can t adjunct to the universal goals 

was constant a l lus ion to African and Afro-American examples for im i ta 

t ion made by Prince Hall in his charges as Grand Master to the various 

Masonic lodges. " T e r t u l l i a n , who defended the Christians against t he i r 

heathen false accusat ions, . . . th is f r iend of the d i s t res t [sj[£] was born 

in Carthage in Af r ica" and "Cypr ian, . . .h is f i d e l i t y to his profession 

was such, that he would rather suffer death than betray his t r u s t . . . , " 

18 --these were only two such examples. 

The context of such remarks were the o f f i c i a l charges to members 

of a Masonic lodge for continued brotherhood and adherence to the 

tenents of Freemasonry, yet his words h in t at a double meaning with 

t he i r sense of rac ia l pr ide. The s t r ident mi l i tancy of la te r years 

was absent, but i t s antecedents were here. 

The charge by Hall to the African lodge at Menotomy in 1797 

fu r ther i l l u s t r a t e s the attempts of black Freemasonry to speak to the 

black condit ion and of fer encouragement and advice with relevent exam

ples. 

My brethren, l e t us not be cast down under these and 
many other abuses we at present labor under: fo r the darkest 

Ullman, Martin R. Delany, p. 75. 
1 g 

Prince H a l l , "A Charge del ivered to the Brethren of the Afr ican 
Lodge on the 25th of June, 1792.. . in Char leston. . . " in Porter, e d . . 
Early Negro Wr i t ing , pp. 65-66. 
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is before the break of day. My brethren, l e t us remember what 
a dark day i t was with our African brethren six years ago, in 
the French West Indies. Nothing but the snap o f the whip was 
heard from morning to evening; . . .but blessed be God, the 
scene is changed;...Thus doth Ethiopia begin to stretch fo r th 
her hand, from a sink of slavery to freedom and e q u a l i t y . . . 

Although you are deprived of the means of education, yet 
you are not deprived of the means of medi tat ion; . . .hear ing 
and weighing matters, men, and things in your mind . . . -.g 

Live and act as Masons, that you may die as Masons... 

The impact of Freemasonry among nineteenth century black men 

can be i l l u s t r a t e d by the l i f e of Martin R. Delany. Delany was a 

founding member of the St. Cyprian Lodge No. 13 of Free and Accepted 

A. Y. Masons (Prince Hall a f f i l i a t i o n ) in Pi t tsburgh, the f i r s t lodge 

of black Masonry west of the Alleghenies. He was also instrumental 

in the establishment of a black lodge in Chatham, Canada West. Many 

of his closest fr iends and associates were Masons. 

I t was he, who on the request of the Grand Lodge and St. 

Cypr ian's, wrote a history of black Freemasonry in America, The Origins 

and Objects of Ancient Freemasonry; I ts Introduction in to the United 

States and Legitimacy Among Colored Men, published in Pittsburgh in 
20 1853, His study was designed to prove the founding of Freemasonry 

in the ea r l i es t dynasties of the Egyptian and Ethiopian c i v i l i z a t i o n s . 

Such precepts were undoubtedly welcomed by Freemasons of the nineteenth 

century as they were by Delany and his fel low Masons. For as Delany 

declared, " . . . To deny to black men the pr iv i lege of Masonry, is to deny 

Prince H a l l , "A Charge, delivered to the Afr ican Lodge, June 24, 
1797, at Menotomy" in Porter, e d . , I b i d . , pp. 74-77, passim. Ha l l ' s 
reference to the Hait ian revolut ion as encouragement and as an h i s t o r i 
cal fac t worthy of inclusion in rac ia l h is tory is i ns t ruc t i ve . 

20 
Ullman, Martin R. Delany, p. 75. 
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a ch i ld the lineage of i t s own parentage. From whence sprung Masonry 

but from Ethiopia, Egypt and Assyria—as set t led and peopled by the 

chi ldren of Ham?"^^ 

Two issues crucial to the development of cu l tu ra l nationalism and 

to the posture of numerous black i n s t i t u t i o n s , repat r ia t ion and the 

ant is lavery impulse, had the i r or igins in the one problem that plagued 

Americans since the introduct ion of blacks in large numbers to the con

t i nen t : What shall be done with the blacks? While emancipation and 

the abo l i t ion of slavery was one obvious answer, Thomas Jefferson had 

proposed another solut ion in his Notes on the State of V i rg in ia in 

1784. Because he thought i t unwise to "contemplate with sa t i s fac t ion" 

emancipation with the two races l i v i ng together afterwards, Jefferson 

proposed the wholesale removal of blacks with Afr ica o f fer ing "a las t 

and undoubted resor t , i f a l l other more desirable [places] should 

22 f a i l . " Jefferson's idea to r i d the country of s lavery, that "great 

p o l i t i c a l and moral e v i l , " "catalyzed" sentiment fo r colonizat ion of 

blacks and spread rapidly in V i rg in ia during the 1790's. Yet the clamor 

fo r colonizat ion subsided as the abol i t ion of the slave trade in 1808, 

the la tent inconsistencies of the proposals fo r removal of blacks, and 

the obvious problems of implementing such schemes lessened the immedi-

23 
acy of this method for abolishing slavery. By 1816 when the "American 

^hbid., p. 159. 

Thomas Jefferson, The Works of Thomas Jefferson, ed. by P. L. 
Ford, IX (New York: 6. P."Putnam's Sons, 1905), pp. 316-318. 

23 
Jordan, White Over Black, pp. 547, 553, 565; P. J . Staudenraus, 

Jhe Afr ican Colonization Movement, 1816-1865 (New York: Columbia Uni-
v e r s i t y , 1961), pp. 28-29. 



53 

Society fo r Colonizing the Free People of Color in the United States" 

was organized, the essent ia l ly abo l i t i on i s t impetus of the Jeffersonian 

plan and i t s derivatives was now a scheme intended to perpetuate 

s lavery, despite probable humanitarian interests of some of i t s charter 

members. 

In the years between 1817 and 1840 v/hen colonization was vigor

ously promoted by whites; free blacks expressed arguments for and 

against co lon izat ion, whether to Canada, the West Indies, A f r i ca , Texas, 

or elsewhere. The press, the p u l p i t , conventions, and mass meetings, 

as v/ell as correspondence from emigrees were u t i l i zed in the debate, 

pro and con. 

Yet, long before t h i s , some blacks had considered colonizat ion. 

As early as 1733 the idea of returning to Afr ica had occurred to some 

blacks. Peter Bestes and three other slaves wrote to a representative 

to the Massachusetts Assembly to en l i s t his aid in the i r desire to re

turn to "some part of A f r i ca , " where they proposed to establ ish a 

24 sett lement. The f i na l d isposi t ion of this l e t t e r or deta i ls regarding 

the committee which authorized i t are unknown. I t is cer ta in ly ind ica

t i v e , however, that the idea of colonization was in existence. 

The e f fo r ts of Paul Cuffe, a wealthy Quaker merchant-seaman of 

black and Indian parentage, revived black in terest in Afr ican coloniza

t ion a f te r a long hiatus. Cuffe's successful settlement of blacks in 

Af r ica in 1812 was a " c i v i l i z i n g " and missionary e f f o r t which met wi th 

some favorable response from blacks, as indicated by the establishment 

24 Peter Bestes, Sambo Freeman, et̂  a l . to the Representative of 
Thompson[,][Massachusetts], Boston, ApriT~20, 1733 in Porter , e d . . 
Early Negro Wr i t ing , pp. 254-255. 
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of organizations modeled a f te r the African I n s t i t u t i o n of England, which 

was i n f l u e n t i a l in the p o l i t i c a l and economic a f fa i rs of Sierra Leone, 

in Balt imore, New York, Boston, and Philadelphia. Although the s p i r i 

tual redemption of the Sierra Leoneians was Cuffe's immediate goal , he 

honed that the disrupt ion of the slave trade and the p o l i t i c a l salva

t ion of Afro-Americans would be possible side e f fec ts . Cuffe intended 

to emigrate to Sierra Leone himself but he died in 1817, a few months 

a f te r the founding of the "American Society for Colonizing the Free 

People of Color in the United States."^^ 

The bra inchi ld of Robert Finley, a Presbyterian minister who 

envisioned a great benevolent society for the colonization of free 

blacks in A f r i ca , the "American Society for Colonizing the Free People 

of Color in the United States," or the American Colonization Society 

as i t came to be ca l led , was o f f i c i a l l y organized on December 28, 1816, 

in the ha l l of the House of Representatives. The Congress of the United 

States and any of the states that were w i l l i n g to cooperate in the 

project were to be enl isted in the colonization e f f o r t . ^ Black commun

i t y leaders such as Richard A l l en , who had offered his home as a meeting 

place fo r the Philadelphia chapter of the Afr ican I n s t i t u t i o n , were not 

nearly as receptive to the American Colonization Society as they were to 

Cuffe's enterpr ise. 

In a l e t t e r to Paul Cuffe report ing the a c t i v i t i e s of the Afr ican 

I n s t i t u t i o n in Phi ladelphia, James Forten recorded black reaction to the 

^^Henry N. Sherwood, "Paul Cuffe," Journal of Negro History, VI I 
( A p r i l , 1923), 153-229. 

26 
F i r s t Annual Report of the American Colonization Society (Wash

ington, 1818), p. 3. 
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American Colonization Society's scheme. "The v/hole continent seems to 

be agetated [ s i c ] concerning the Colonising [ s i c ] [ o f ] the People of 

Colour." Forten went on to explain the mood of black people in Phi la

delphia as he assayed i t . 

. . . [T ]he People of Colour, here was very much f r i tened [ s i c ] 
at f i r s t , they were afrad [ s i c ] that a l l free people would 
be compelled to go, pa r t i cu l iF l y in the southern s tates, we 
had a large meeting of Males at the Rev. R.[ ichard] Aliens 
church, the other evening. Three Thousand at least attended, 
and there was not one soul that was in favor of going to 
A f r i ca . They think that the slaveholders wants [ s i c ] to 
get r i d of them so as to make the i r property more secure...we 
[members of the African I n s t i t u t i o n ] however have agreed to 
remain s i l e n t , as the people here bothe [ s i c ] white [and] 
Colour-[ed] are desided [ s i c ] against the measure, my opinion 
is that they w i l l never become a people un t i l they com [ s i c ] 
out from amongst the white people, but as the major i ty is 
dis idedly [ s i c ] against me I am determended [ s i c ] to remain 
s i l e n t , except as to my opinion which I f reely give when 
asked.^' 

At community meetings throughout the country blacks discussed the 

Colonization Society's scheme to make the i r opinions known to the pub

l i c . A meeting convened in Richomond, V i rg in ia , on January 24, 1817, 

and agreed "per fec t ly with the Society" that black colonization would 

be helpful to rel ieve the suf fer ing of the i r " fe l low creatures" but 

they preferred to be colonized " in the most remote corner of the land 

of [ t h e i r ] n a t i v i t y , " rather than be exi led to a foreign country." A 

resolut ion was drafted and adopted that cal led on Congress to grant a 

small port ion of land on the Missouri River; or another place that would 

be conducive to the public good and the i r future wel fare, as an act of 

27 
James Forten to Paul Cuffe, January 25, 1817, quoted in Bracey, 

Black Nationalism, pp. 45-46. 
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28 
charity. At a similar meeting at Bethel Church in Philadelphia 

chaired by James Forten, three thousand black men unanimously resolved 

that "we will never separate ourselves voluntarily from the slave pop

ulation in this country, they are our brethren by the ties of con

sanguinity, of suffering, and of wrong."^^ As Louis Mehlinger has 

adequately demonstrated, the attitude toward the American Colonization 

Society was largely negative. Few free blacks were willing to cooper

ate with the Society as did Daniel Coker, minister of the A.M.E. church 

in Baltimore, who went to Liberia as a missionary, or Lett Cary, the 

Baptist minister who became famous as an African missionary. 

Since the enticement of free blacks proved unsatisfactory, colon

ization agents sent out by the American Colonization Society sought to 

appeal to conscience stricken slaveholders by suggesting that the 

emancipation of slaves coupled with their expatriation to Liberia was 

a desirable alternative to perpetuating slavery. Indeed, many state 

legislature supported this approach by enacting laws that provided for 

emancipation if immediate expatriation was a condition of manumission. 

There were those slaves who welcomed this alternative. 

After the Nat Turner insurrection and the increased repression 

that followed, free blacks in the South, particularly, viewed coloniza

tion in Liberia superior to living in the South. By 1831, however, an 

pg 
^ William Lloyd Garrison, Thoughts on African Colonization in 

Aptheker, Documentary History of the Negro, pp. 70-71. 

29 
Ibid., p. 71. This is the same meeting Forten mentioned to 

Cuffe above. 
30 

Louis Mehlinger, "The Attitude of the Free Negro Toward African 
Colonization," Journal of Negro History. I (1916), 276-301. 
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invigorated ant islavery movement was to provide a pos i t ive ou t le t f o r 

f ree blacks in the North to attack slavery. Eventually, black abo l i 

t ionism would take a d i rect ion of i t s own reclaiming emigration as a 

pos i t ive act in the black man's struggle in America. 

Early abol i t ionism had a rel ig ious o r ien ta t ion , a moderate and 

conc i l ia to ry tone, and a co lonizat ion is t outlook. With no blacks or 

women in the i r ranks, early abo l i t ion is ts were careful to provide posi 

t i ve assurance to slaveholders that the i r intent ion was not to i n t e r 

fere wi th the r ights or property. Despite genuine in te res t in the 

education of free blacks, the laudable rescues of blacks i l l e g a l l y held 

in bondage, and well intentioned in terest in Afr ica as a haven fo r free 

and emancipated blacks, the abo l i t i on i s t movement of the revolut ionary 

and federa l i s t eras was a f a i l u r e . The early abo l i t i on is ts did not 

create general sentiment against slavery, and the Northern states 

abandoned the practice not because of abo l i t i on i s t a c t i v i t y , but because 

31 
of the a v a i l a b i l i t y of p ro f i tab le free labor. Gradualism and recon
c i l i a t i o n were watchwords of early abol i t ionism. 

The new abol i t ion ism, o f f i c i a l l y organized in December, 1833, at 

Philadelphia with the founding of the American Anti-Slavery Society, 

oos i t ied a d i rec t confrontation with slavery. Despite the i n i t i a l 

in te rp re ta t ion of immediate and unconditional emancipation by some 

abo l i t i on i s t s as meaning gradual emancipation beginning at once, by 

1840 the in terpre ta t ion was clear and uncompromising--immediate emanci

pation of a l l slaves. 

Among the blacks who became assertive in the ant is lavery movement. 

31 
Benjamin Quarles, Black A b o l i t i o n i s t s , pp. 9-14. 
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one s t r i k i ng s i m i l a r i t y was common. They were overwhelmingly associated 

with the black churches. As Martin R. Delany wrote to Frederick Douglas 

in 1849, "...among our people generally the Church is the Alpha and Omega 

32 
of a l l th ings." Black clergymen and churchmen were active in the 

organization of separate aux i l ia r ies to the national ant is lavery organi

zat ions, while some blacks held of f ices in the national bodies. A l l -

black a u x i l i a r i e s , although not yet re f lec t ing a separat ist philosophy, 

were not uncommon. In most instances the black church served as the 

nucleus fo r such organizations' membership. Yet the heightened se l f -

respect that blacks derived from par t ic ipa t ion in the a b o l i t i o n i s t 

crusade was to bear f r u i t in the growing demand and debate over the 

d e s i r a b i l i t y of a l l -b lack antislavery agencies which followed the schism 

in the national movement in 1840. 

In large measure, abol i t ion ism, self-improvement, and race con

sciousness were in teract ing agents in the i ns t i t u t i ons of the black 

community. Educational-associations, reading and l i t e r a r y soc ie t ies , 

and temperance organizations strengthened the abo l i t i on i s t e f fo r ts of 

blacks and reinforced the i r sense of group consciousness. Many of the 

self-improvement organizations were mainly ant islavery societ ies un t i l 

the late 1850's when they began to adhere more s t r i c t l y to those objec

t ives f o r which they were named. The to ta l e f fec t of these soc ie t ies , 

the independent church movement, and group e f fo r ts in the ant islavery 

cause was to raise the aspirat ions of members of the groups and the 

black communities as a whole. 

32 
Martin R. Delany to Frederick Douglass, January 16, 1849, in 

North Star , February 16, 1849, 



CHAPTER IV 

THE CONVENTION MOVEMENT, THE PRESS, AND NATIONALISM 

The American Colonization Society launched i t s campaign to win 

publ ic support for i t s objectives through pamphlets, l eg is la t i ve p e t i 

t i ons , publ ic meetings, and i t s own jou rna l , the African Repository. 

I t s agents were sent throughout the country to proselyt ize among those 

who might be sympathetic to the organization's purposes. The Coloniza

t ion Society's arguments painted a dismal picture of the condit ion of 

the free black populat ion, but portrayed colonization as being a humane, 

benef ic ia l a l te rna t i ve . 

The motives and the objective of the American Colonization Society 

in seeking to colonize free blacks in Liber ia were consistently attacked 

by blacks in the i r annual conventions and in the i r press. Yet there 

remained an ambivilence among blacks regarding the adv isab i l i t y of emi

grat ion to Canada, the West Indies, and la ter in the 1850's, A f r i ca . 

This ambivalence, disenchantment with the progress of abo l i t ion ism, and 

the continued development of black racia l consciousness were to even

t ua l l y be synthesized into a vibrant nationalism. 

The hyperbolic arguments put for th by the Colonization Society 

popularized an u t te r l y bleak existence for blacks in the United States. 

[ I ]ntroduced among us by violence, notoriously ignorant, degraded 
and miserable, mentally diseased, brokenspir i ted, acted upon 
by no motive to honourable exert ions, scarcely reached in the i r 
debasement by the heavenly l i g h t . . . [ b l a c k s ] wander unsett led 
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and unbefriended through our land, or sit indolent, abject and 
sorrowful, by the streams that witness their captivity.' 

Such propaganda was intended to appeal to "every class of society." 

Everyone would be the better for assisting the Colonization Society. 

"The landed proprietor" would "enhance the value of his property," 

the "patriot" would contribute to the "immortal honour of his country 

by removing those who were so degraded and miserable in their midst," 

and the Christian could rejoice in enlightening "dark minds." Human

ity and justice demanded that blacks be removed to Africa, where "the 

fierce sun...scorches the complexion and withers the strength of white 

men," but the colonized blacks would have no superiors there. They 

could cultivate the fertile soil, take the message of Christianity to 

the heathen, and restore the ancient glories of Africa. As a conse

quence, the United States could bask in the gradual extinction of sla

very and prejudice and assume a more influential position in the world 
3 

as "the great moral and p o l i t i c a l l ight-house." 

The American Colonization Society met with considerable success in 

establ ishing state and local aux i l ia r ies and receiving the endorsement 

of state leg is la tu res . The influence of the Colonization Society and 

i t s local branches was i l l u s t r a t e d in extreme form by the Cincinnati 

r i o t of 1829.^ By 1829, about 2,200 blacks l ived in that c i t y , many of 

A f r i c a n Repository, I (1825), 68. 

I b i d . , p. 67. 

American Colonization Society, Third Annual Report (Washington, 
D. C , 1820), p. 24; Fourteenth AnnualTe"port (Washington, D. C , 1831), 
p. x v i i i ; Nineteenth Annual Report (Washington, D. C, , 1836), p. 8. 

4 
August Meier and E l l i o t t Rudwick, From Plantation to Ghetto, An 

In terpre t ive History of American Negroes "(New York: H i l l and Wang, 
1966), p. 96. 
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them fug i t i ve slaves, which caused concern among unski l led whi tes, who 

demanded that the new arr iva ls be expelled from the c i t y . By proclama

t ion c i t y author i t ies revived the Ohio Black Laws of 1807 requir ing a l l 

blacks to register and post $500 bond wi th in s ix ty days. Anti-black 

h o s t i l i t y was given respectabi l i ty through the ac t i v i t i e s of the Cincin

nat i Colonization Society, which had attracted the c i t y ' s most prominent 

c i t izens since i t s founding in 1826. The leaders encouraged local news

papers and ministers to agitate against the c i t y ' s free blacks, and 

the Colonization Society's propaganda added c r e d i b i l i t y to the campaign 

to expel 1 the blacks from the c i t y . Black leaders applied for an exten

sion of t h i r t y days and sent a delegation to Canada to prepare for mi

grat ion there. In the meantime, white mobs attacked the black commun

i t y , which fought back. The r i o t i ng lasted for three days. When the 

Canadian delegation returned with a favorable report , more than hal f the 

black population of the c i t y f l ed to Canada, establ ishing the Wilber-

force Settlement, near London, Ontar io, and to other parts of the United 
5 

States. 

The successful establishment of state and local aux i l ia r ies of 

the Colonization Society, the widespread acceptance of i t s propaganda, 

and the Cincinnati tragedy made blacks respond to the "hydra-headed 

monster" of expatr ia t ion and prejudice with a cal l for d i rec t ac t ion. 

The Cincinnati r i o t i n g dramatized the per i lous, indeed, the precarious 

pos i t ion of the free black in American society. Af ra id that such an 

outburst of violence was not an iso lated incident to be fo rgo t ten . 

5 
I b i d . , p. 97; Aptheker, Documentary History of the Negro, p. 102; 

Rights of A l l , August 7, 1829, p. 28. 
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blacks met in convention in Philadelphia to appraise the i r s i tua t ion 

and to take united act ion. 

Meeting annually from 1830 to 1835, the national conventions of 

blacks of the 1830's concentrated on consistent opposition to the Amer

ican Colonization Society, se l f -he lp , and the establishment of a co l 

leg iate i n s t i t u t i o n for blacks, a special project introduced by Wil l iam 

Lloyd Garrison, Simeon S. Joelyn, and Arthur Tappan in 1831. The need 

fo r temperance and the free produce movement were other popular issues 

of discussion throughout the f i r s t s ix years of the convention meetings. 

The black college project was trought with f rus t ra t ing d i f f i c u l t i e s , and 

by 1835, Garrison and his supporters had decided that a separate black 

college was unnecessary. Eventually Garrison and his associates gave 

the i r support to Noyes Academy, a school planned as an in te r rac ia l 

i n s t i t u t i o n at Caanan, New Hampshire. 

Black convention delegates were most assertive in attacking the 

American Colonization Society while showing l i t t l e animosity to black 

emigration to the western f r o n t i e r , to Canada, or to H a i t i . The "Con

ventional Address" of the 1831 convention made pointed reference to 

the Colonization Society, suggesting that i t s purpose was to perpetuate 

slavery. At the convention of 1832 a committee report was adopted 

which cal led upon the Colonization Society to "cease the i r unhallowed 

persecution of a people already...oppressed." That same convention, in 

i t s published address, declared that the doctrines of the Colonization 

Howard H. B e l l , A Survey of the Negro Conventioji Movement, 1830-
1861 (New York: Arno Press and the New York Times, 1969), p. 14. 

I b i d . , 0. 25. 
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Society "are at enmity with the pr inciples and precepts of r e l i g i o n , 

humanity and j u s t i c e , and should be regarded by every [black man] as an 

e v i l for magnitude, unexcelled," with the objectives of the "ent i re 

ex t i nc t i oo f the free colored population and the r i v i t i n g [ s i c ] of 
g 

Slavery. The bitterness with which free blacks regarded the Coloniza

tion Society was well expressed by Abraham D. Shadd, president of the 

1833 convention. 
[T]his society has grossly vilified our character as a people; 
it has taken much pains to make us abhorent to the public, and 
then pleads the necessity of sending us into banishment. A 
greater outrage could not be committed against an unoffending 
people; and the hypocrisy that has marked its movements, 
deserves our universal censure...^ 

Colonization propaganda had made some free blacks determined to 

disassociate themselves from Africa and African colonization, which had 

connotations of black inferiority. In the convention of 1835 a resolu

tion proposed by William Whipper and unanimously adopted by the conven

tion called for the abandonment of the term "colored" and "especially 

to remove the title of African from their institutions, the marbles of 

churches, etc." Despite the unanimity of the convention, there was 

g 
"Minutes and Proceedings of the Second Annual Convention, for the 

Improvement of the Free People of Color in the United States...in the 
City of Philadelphia, from the 4th to the 13th of June inclusive, 1832" 
in Minutes of the Proceedings of the National Negro Conventions, 1830-
1864, ed. by Howard H. Bell (New York: Arno Press and the New York 
Times, 1969), pp. 8; 33. Hereafter cited as Bell, Minutes of the 
National Negro Conventions. 

9 
"Minutes and Proceedings of the Third Annual Convention for the 

Improvement of the Free People of Col or...in Philadelphia, from the 3rd 
to the 13th of June inclusive, 1833," Ibid., p. 35. 

"Minutes of the Fifth Annual Convention for the Improvement of 
the Free People of Colour...from the 1st to the 5th of June, inclusive, 
1835," in Bell, Minutes of the National Negro Conventions, pp. 14-15. 
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no evidence that most blacks considered such action necessary. The 

Afr ican Methodist Episcopal Church, for example, never changed i t s name. 

Af te r th is meeting in 1835, several years were to elapse before 

the national conventions were to be revived. The primary function of 

the conventions of the 1830's was to serve as a platform from which 

blacks could voice the i r aspi rat ions, hopes and f rus t ra t ions to a 

national audience. Blacks made whites aware of the i r accomplishments 

in terms of organization and the development of a r t i cu la te leaders, 

since some newspapers edited by whites reported on the proceedings of 

the conventions. But more important, the conventions of the 1830's 

established a pattern fo r co l lec t ive act ion. There was a unity of 

idea ls , a central focus of at tent ion on the ent i re black condi t ion, and 

the exchange of ideas, hopes and aspirations among the black leadership 

that reinforced racia l i den t i t y . As a resul t of the conventions, 

blacks were more aware of themselves as a community wi th a strong poten

t i a l fo r concerted e f f o r t toward common object ives. 

On the negative s ide, the i n i t i a t i v e fo r action was not with the 

blacks but with the i r white a l l i es who attended the conventions. Blacks 

often found themselves del iberat ing on matters introduced by whi tes, to 

the neglect of those issues that most concerned blacks. In summarizing 

black e f fo r t s of the middle 1830's, Martin R. Delany was not too wide 

of the mark when he asserted that the i n i t i a t i v e that black men had in 

r e v i t a l i z i n g the ant is lavery movement had been los t when Will iam Lloyd 

Garrison so dramatically entered the crusade. Blacks waited fo r the 

ant is lavery (Garrisonian) miracles that never came. Their wait ing 
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contr ibuted to t he i r occupying a mere "secondary pos i t i on . " 

In the years between the organization of the American Colonization 

Society and the f i r s t convention of colored men, Afro-American jou rna l 

ism was born with the publ icat ion of Freedom's Journal on March 16, 

1827, co-edited by Samuel E. Cornish, minister of the F i r s t Colored 

Presbyterian Church in New York, which he had organized in 1821, and 

John B. Russwurm, a Jamaica-born graduate of Bowdoin College. From 

the beginning the weekly New York newspaper made i t s posi t ion and in ten

t ions c lear : 

We wish to plead our own cause, loo long have others 
spoken for us. Too long has the publick been deceived by the 
misrepresentations, in things which concern us dear ly, though 
in the estimation of some mere t r i f l e s ; . . . 

I t is our earnest wish to make our journal a medium of 
intercourse between our brethren in the d i f fe ren t states of 
th is great confederacy; that through i t s columns an expres
sion of our sentiments, on many in terest ing subjects which 
concern us, may be offered to the pub l i c k : . . . 

Useful knowledge of every k ind , and everything that 
relates to A f r i c a , shal l f i nd a ready admission into our 
columns; and as that vast continent becomes dai ly known, we 
t r us t that many things w i l l come to l i g h t , proving that the 
natives of i t are neither so ignorant nor stupid as they 
have been generally supposed to b e . . . . ' ^ 

The appearance of the newspaper was greeted with enthusiasm by 

blacks. Theodore S. Wright, the Presbyterian minister and a b o l i t i o n i s t , 

hai led the b i r th of Freedom's Journal as "a clap of thunder, a streak 

of l i gh tn ing " in the dark. For the f i r s t t ime, he observed, the "united 

Delany, Condition and Elevat ion, p. 27. 

^^Freedom's Journal , March 16, 1827 in The Black Press, 1827-
1890: The Quest fo r National I den t i t y , ed. by Martin E. Dann (New York: 
GT. P. Putnam's Sons, 1971), pp. 34-35. Due to an apparent increase in 
demand fo r the use of black newspapers in h i s to r i ca l research in th is 
per iod , I was unable to obtain conies of many of the pre-Civ i l War 
black newspapers. In l ieu of copies, several excel lent ly compiled 
anthologies were used. 
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views and intent ions of the people of color were made known, and the 

nation awoke as from slumber."^^ Wright's zealous descr ipt ion of the 

nat ional response to the new newspaper was somewhat exaggerated, but 

the common themes of se l f -determinat ion, racial consciousness, and 

abol i t ionism pervaded black journalism before the C iv i l War. There 

were perhaps twenty or more black newspapers published during the 

antebellum per iod, oftentimes last ing only a few months to be succeeded 

by another paper which may have endured for an equally b r i e f period of 

pub l i ca t ion . 

In makeup, the black newspapers were not unlike those published 

by a wide var iety of white reformers. These papers were usually com

posed of four pages with s ix columns to a page. Most of the news was 

on the f i r s t page; the middle pages contained e d i t o r i a l s , reports of 

meetings, notices of community a c t i v i t i e s , le t te rs to the ed i to r , and 

stor ies related to the abo l i t i on i s t cause, usually copies from other 

newspapers (a common practice for a l l newspapers of the per iod). The 

las t page usually consisted of f i l l e r material and advertisements, per

haps a story or travelogue, often without any re lat ionship to the other 

material in the paper. 

Despite the i r often short existences, black newspapers of the pre-

C i v i l War period were extremely valuable as mediums for sel f -expression, 

fo r fos ter ing the development of a rac ia l self-consciousness, and in 

13 
Theodore S. Wright quoted in Bella Gross, Clarion C a l l , The 

History and Development of the Negro People's Convention T'ovement in 
the United States, 1817 to 1840 (New York: The Author, 1947), p. 7. 

14 
Carter R. Bryan, "Negro Journalism in America Before Emancipa

t i o n , " Journalism Monographs, No. 12 (September, 1969), p. 30-33. 
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supporting the abolition crusade. Black newspapers, while intending to 

serve the black community also spoke to whites, either directly or in a 

second-handed fashion, for many articles from them were reprinted in 

sympathetic white papers. One outstanding example of this practice of 

drawing from black journals was the Liberator, William Lloyd Garrison's 

famous abolitionist paper. 

One investigator has suggested that it is almost a rule that black 

newspapers emerged "in the face of crises, to oppose them" while maga

zines appeared in calmer times "when internal improvement was noted as 

sufficient to support it culturally," or when support seemed favor-

15 

able. For black Americans living in the later 1820's who were experi

encing increased literacy and some economic improvement, the successes 

of the American Colonization Society in generating support for African 

colonization, the debate on the social and moral questions of temper

ance, civil rights, and slavery all served to underscore the ferment and 

crisis of the times. Freedom's Journal was an important morale booster 

for blacks, serving as a forum for the black community four years before 

the appearance of the Liberator. 

The question of African colonization was to have a dramamtic 

effect on the future of Freedom's Journal. The fate of that newspaper 

and the furor that surrounded it illustrate the.division within the 

black community on the subject of African colonization under the aus

pices of the American Colonization Society. Within six months of its 

initial publication, Samuel Cornish disassociated himself from the 

15 
Charles S. Johnson, "The Rise of the Negro Magazine," Journal 

of Neqro History, XIII (January, 1928), 8. 
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newspaper as John Russwurm became more and more at t racted to African 

co lon iza t ion . Although Russwurm declared at one time "we are a l l , to 

a man, opposed, in every shape" to the colonization scheme, early in 

1829 he pr iva te ly informed Ralph R. Gurley, secretary of the Coloniza

t i o n Society, that he had changed his views and was prepared to go to 

L iber ia . Russwurm's decis ion, v^hile that of one man, was made on the 

same basis that others used. His decis ion, then, is worthy of closer 

examination. 

Russwurm's biographer considered his change of po l i cy , which 

incurred the vehement displeasure of his friends and associates, an 

18 honest, dispassionate and thoughtful decision. His f i na l ed i t o r i a l 

i l l u s t r a t e d what Russwurm had hoped to accomplish through the publ ica

t i o n of Freedom's Journal as well as a sense of a l ienat ion tainted wi th 

national ism which led to his decision to emigrate. 

The pr inc ipa l objects v/e have ever had...have been the d is 
semination of useful knowledge; the defence of our community; 
the necessity and advantages of education; and l a t e l y , the 
expediency of emigration to L iber ia . 

Russwurm saw prejudices directed at black men "increasing da i l y . " I t 

was not his province, he bel ieved, to explain v/hy prejudices ex is ted, 

but "they are there," he sa id , "and are ever l i ke l y to remain, un t i l 

the theories of our African Symmes shall take place, and produce a 

16 Staudenraus, The African Colonization Movement, p. 191. 

Woodson, Mind of the Negro, pp. 160-163. Letters written to 
the Liberator in 1831 come very close to labeling Russwurm a traitor to 
blacl<s'i 

i^illiam M. Brewer, "John B. Russwurm," Journal of Negro History, 
XIII (January, 1928), 413-422. 
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general amalgamation." Russwurm felt compelled to conclude that "all 

efforts here [in the United States], to improve the mass of coloured 

IQ 

persons will prove abortive." He was convinced that the black man s 

future was in Africa, where, "at a date not far remote," Liberia would 

become "a republic in miniature" where black men could exercise full 
20 rights of citizenship and individual effort. Russwurm also concluded 

that emigration to Liberia was the most desirable choice for another 

reason. "We have not the least hope that slavery on the abolition plan, 

is likely to be terminated without violence, and that too of the most 

appalling character; and we have little thought that we can be indiffer-
21 

ent to the consequences without deep and aggravated g u i l t . " His pub

l i c announcement of his plans to emigrate was made on February 14, 1829. 

Publ icat ion of Freedom's Journal was suspended and Russwurm l e f t for 

L iber ia that summer. 

In Rights of A l l , the successor newspaper to Freedom's Journal , 

Cornish wasted no time in ou t l in ing why he disagreed with Russwurm's 

views on Liberian emigration. In doing so he joined the furor that 

broke around Russwurm's emigration and expressed the counter argument 

to emigration. Cornish believed that gcing to Liber ia might "benef i t 

the few that emigrate, and surv ive." As a missionary stat ion Liber ia 

was a "grand and glorious establishment" v/hich he was w i l l i n g to pro

mote, hoping that " c i v i l i z a t i o n and re l i g i on " would be spread over the 

en t i re cont inent, but i t was an undesirable a l ternat ive to "meet the 
ig 

Quoted in Dann, The Black Press, p. 38. 
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^^African Repository, VI (1831), 60. 

^^African Repository, XII (1837), 86. 
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22 
wants or ameliorate" the condit ion of blacks in America. 

Rights of A l l ceased publ icat ion in 1830 as a f inanc ia l l i a b i l i t y , 

and nearly seven years elapsed before another newspaper appeared. This 

paper. The African Sentinel and Journal of L iber ty , was published in 

Albany, New York, by John G. Stewart, as a monthly from January 26, 

1831, through August, 1831, and as a weekly from September, 1831 un t i l 

23 March, 1832. Thereafter i t seems to have ceased publ icat ion. 

The prospectus for that paper, published in the L iberator , sug

gested that a nascent nationalism was an element which encouraged Ste

wart in his enterpr ise. Concurrent with this theme there was also a 

determined desire to claim those r ights enjoyed by v/hites fo r blacks. 

' [ A ] l l men are created equal' and 'endowed by the i r 
Creator with certain unalienable r i gh t s , among which, are l i f e , 
l i b e r t y , and the pursuit of happiness.' In order to promote 
that happiness, so desirable to a l l , i t is necessary.. . that 
there should at least be one public j ou rna l , conducted by a 
colored man, and devoted to the interests of the colored pop
u lat ion throughout th is country . . . 

Descendants of A f r i ca ! - -W i l l you not arise with the d ig 
n i t y of MEN, and each proclaim 'AM I NOT A MAN AND A BROTHER?' 
and with one accord establ ish and support a Paper, the aim of 
which shal l be to destroy that hydra-headed canker-worm of 
prejudice, encourage education, Temperance and Mora l i ty , and 
urge the d is t r i bu t ion of equal jus t ice and equal i ty?^^ 

The fate of th is newspaper is uncertain, but in November, 1838, 

there is an announcement of another paper. The Champion of Equal Rights, 

again edited by John G. Stewart in New York. This paper was to o f fer 

something s l i g h t l y d i f fe ren t from i t s crusading predecessors. Aside 

"^Rights of All, May 29, 1829. 

P3 
Aptheker, Documentary History of the Negro, p. 109-110; Bryan, 

Neqro Journalism, o. 11. 

^^Ibid., pp. 110-111. 
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from general news of in terest to i t s black readership, "a condensed 

port ion of the h istory of the colored race from the ea r l i es t ages" was 

to be a regular feature. There would also be biographical sketches of 

Africans and others blacks, par t i cu la r l y of the United States, "who 

[had] dist inguished themselves in ancient and modern t imes." 

The paper was probably never published beyond i t s prospectus fo r 

lack of su f f i c i en t paid subscribers to finance another issue. Yet the 

prospectus did ant ic ipate an in terest that was incorporated in news

papers of the 1840's and 1850's. Such a prospectus would confirm to 

some extent the judgment of a contemporary scholar who asserted that 

correspondents for black newspapers "often struck a note of pride and 
pc 

distinctiveness." Junius C. Morel once wrote to the Emancipator 

thanking God for "order[ing] our color just as he has," Likewise, 

James McCune Smith, a noted black physician and newspaper editor, wrote 

to Frederick Douglass' Paper in 1855 expressing his gratification that 

Elizabeth Greenfield, often billed as the "Black Swan," did not try to 

"pass as an Indian or Moor, but had stood proudly on the concert stage 

as a black woman." "We must learn to love, respect and glory in our 
27 

Negro nature," he lectured. 

Where John G. Stewart seems to have failed in establishing a 

successful newspaper, the various editors of the Colored American man-

aged to perpetuate what came to be the sole black newspaper from 1837 

to 1842, a crucial period in the history of black Americans. Blacks 

25 
Colored American, November 10, 1838. 

Quarles, Black Abolitionists, p. 86. 

^'^Quoted in Ibid. 
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had begun to think of themselves in increasingly more na t i ona l i s t i c 

terms. There was growing d isaf fect ion with white professional abo l i 

t i o n i s t s , who, i t seemed v/ere more interested in presenting theoret ical 

ideas of equal i ty than they were in actuating such equa l i ty . In addi

t i o n , the black convention movement was waning. From i t s beginning 

the Colored American played a v i t a l role in serving as the voice for 

7R 

the major i ty of black people in the North. 

Founded as the Weekly Advocate by Phi l ip A. B e l l , in January, 

1837, the paper was to be " l i k e a chain, binding you [black people] 
29 together as one." The name of the paper was changed with the March 4, 

1837 ed i t ion when Samuel E. Cornish, who had been associated with Free

dom's Journal and i t s successor. Rights of A l l , took charge of the paper 

as sole ed i tor and propr ietor . Cornish took special note to defend his 

choice fo r a name. 

[S]ome have said...why draw th is cord of caste? Because the 
pecu l ia r i t y of our circumstances require special instrumen
t a l i t i e s and act ion. We have...objects peculiar to others, 
and in contradis t inct ion from the mass. How, then, shal l we 
be known and our interests presented in community, but by some 
d i s t i n c t , spec i f ic name--and what appellat ion is so inof fen
s ive , so acceptable as COLORED PEOPLE--C0LORED AMERICANS. 

We are wr i t ten about, preached t o , and prayed f o r , as 
Negroes, Africans , and blacks, a l l of which have been stereo-
tvped, as names of reproach, and on that account, i f no other, 
are unacceptable.^^ 

^ B e l l , Negro Convention Movement, p. 95 . ' 
pq 

Weekly Advocate, January 7, 1837, p. 1. 

30, Colored American, March 4, 1837, p. 2. Capitals and italics in 
the original. The controversy over a proper reference term for the 
race, a debate common to nascent cultural nationalism, is further 
illustrated hy the fact that later that year, the word "colored" was 
criticized as being vague and inappropriate at a meeting of blacks. See 
the Emancipator, August 24, 1837. 
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This cu l tura l nationalism was more strongly expressed a month 

l a te r in a discussion ca l l ing for sel f -help among blacks. 

We ve r i l y believe that God's set time has come for restor ing 
Afr ica and her descendants to the i r former elevation in the 
scale of being. And making her a great and holy nat ion. 
And should any of our brethren be found in the way, or be as 
dead branches, God w i l l remove them, that the i r place w i l l be 
f i l l e d with f i t mater ia ls .^ ' 

Several wr i ters on the subject have suggested that black American 

nationalism entered a period of maturation in the two decades before 

the C iv i l War. There is considerable evidence to support th is conclu-
32 

s ion. The revival of the black convention as a l l -b lack meetings, 

the recognit ion by many black abo l i t ion is ts that p o l i t i c a l action might 

be a more productive tac t i c than moral suasion in the struggle for 

c i v i l r ights and the abol i t ion of s lavery, a vigorous, outspoken press 

which often spoke in na t iona l i s t terms, and the ascendency of new 

leaders, more m i l i t a n t and more inc l ined to act in a l l -b lack organiza

t ions than the i r predecessors, were a l l outward signs of a po ten t ia l l y 

successful national ism. 

Disaffect ion in the abo l i t i on i s t movement lead to a s p l i t in to 

two groups in 1840. The moral suasionists, lead by Garrison with nominal 

headquarters in New York, were strongest in Boston and i t s environs, 

with scattered pockets of adherents in Pennsylvania and Ohio. The other 

group, which was more p o l i t i c a l l y or iented, was strongest in the Old 

Northwest and included among i t s ranks Arthur and Lewis Tappan, James G. 

^hbid., April 22, 1837, p. 2. 
3P 
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Birney, Gerr i t Smith, Will iam Jay, and others. As white abol i t ions 

chose the i r camps, black abo l i t ion is ts came to a s imi lar part ing of the 

ways, but , i n i t i a l l y , only a few blacks broke from the Garrisonian camp. 

Wil l iam Lloyd Garrison had proved to be a staunch f r iend and a l l y to 

blacks, but his magnetism and steadfastness could not soothe the scars 

of prejudice that many blacks had received at the hands of the i r abo l i 

t i o n i s t comrades. 

James McCune Smith's terse advice as edi tor of the Northern Star 

and Freeman's Advocate, "Unt i l abo l i t ion is ts eradicate prejudice from 

the i r own hearts, they can never receive the unwavering confidence of 

the people of co lor , " and black c r i t i c i sm of white a b o l i t i o n i s t s ' 

halfhearted e f fo r ts to secure equal social and p o l i t i c a l r ights fo r 

blacks c lear ly i l l u s t r a t e d the i r al ienat ion from the a b o l i t i o n i s t ranks. 

Af ter the schism of the national movement was completed, blacks had the 

immediate decision of whether to re ly exclusively on a l l -b lack organiza

t ions or to become associated wi th one of the two abo l i t i on i s t camps. 

Pursuant to th is quest ion, a group of Connecticut blacks meeting in 

Hartford in May, 1840, cal led fo r a national convention to be held in 

New Haven. Their impatience and desire for sel f-determinat ion was 

expressed by James Foster who asserted that " to ta lk about wait ing 

33 

u n t i l our fr iends get r i gh t is nonsense. We must act fo r ourselves." 

This desire fo r se l f -asser t ion igni ted debate between blacks who 

sided with the American Moral Reform Society and those who preferred 

the conventions as a means of black sel f -expression. The American Moral 
33 Quarles, Black A b o l i t i o n i s t s , pp. 42-55, passim. 
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Reform Society, created by the convention of 1835, was the most p r e s t i -

geous of the black ant i -s lavery organizations. I ts membership condemned 

the proposal fo r an a l l -b lack convention on the grounds that i t would 

re inforce the segregation that blacks despised. Charles B. Ray, then 

ed i to r of the Colored American, and other blacks who shared his views 

argued that to act with whites would mean having the i r actions subsumed 

under the white i n i t i a t i v e . When the Anti-Slavery Standard, the organ 

of the American Anti-Slavery Society af ter the schism of 1840, con

demned any separat ist black movement, Ray and his group were i n fu r i a ted . 

Samuel Ringgold Ward, a former slave, took issue with th is denouncement 

and wrote a barbed l e t t e r to the edi tor expressing his view. " I know 

that your in tent ion is correct , " he wrote, "but had you worn a colored 

skin from October, 1817 to June, 1840, as I have, in th is pseudo-

34 Republic, you would have seen through a very d i f fe ren t medium." The 

major i ty of blacks preferred to act in cooperation with white abo l i t i on 

i s t s , while the increasingly vocal minori ty chose the other approach--

to speak fo r themselves and to act alone when expedience or the i r judg

ment demanded such act ion. Yet the debate was never rea l l y resolved in 

the period before the C iv i l War. 

The ca l l for a national convention to meet in Buf fa lo , New York, 

on August 15, 1843, was published in the Clar ion, Henry Highland 

Garnet's shor t - l i ved paper. The s ix ty delegates who came to the conven

t i on l e f t l i t t l e doubt that they intended to "exert themselves in the i r 

I b i d . , pp. 55-56. 
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own cause." Henry Highland Garnet, only recently graduated from col

lege, delivered a rousing address directed to the slaves which stooped 

just short of calling for a general slave rebellion. The speech split 

the convention, yet failed to be adopted as the sentiment of the conven

tion by only one vote. Temperance, peace, education, moral reform, and 

all other concerns of the earlier conventions were part of the deliber

ations of this convention, as well as subsequent ones. But blacks 

refused to rule out strong statements or at least consider physical 

force in the defense of their community, themselves, or those enslaved. 

Garnet's address, despite its failure at complete acceptance, set the 

tone for the new convention milieu. It was not until black public 

opinion had come around to a more aggressive attitude in 1848 that the 

36 
address received the support of the free black community. 

The 1848 convention met with its delegates fully aware of the pol

itical ferment of the times stemming from the recent birth of the Free 

Soil Party, which had raised the hopes of many politically-oriented 

blacks. This development allowed for more candid expressions of opinion 

by black leaders and politicos. An incident illustrative of the uncom

promising attitudes of the period occurred just prior to the convention 

meeting in Cleveland. 

Frederick Douglass, enroute to the convention on a lake steamer, 

where prejudice was not uncommon, incurred the displeasure of a slave-

"Minutes of the National Convention of Colored Citizens, held 
at Buffalo, 15th-19th of August, 1843" in Bell, Minutes of the National 
Neqro Conventions, p. 3. Italics in the original. 

36 
Bell, Negro Convention Movement, p. 79. 
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holder while making a sneech. The Southerner, irked, refused to discuss 

the substance of the sneech with a "nigger." Douglass retorted that 

his "Dear father" was a white man; the gentleman could speak to his 

white part. That Douglass could make such a remark outside of an abol

itionist gathering without the threat of physical peril gives the inci-

37 
dent s ign i f icance. 

By 1848 many blacks had a confident new view of themselves. The 

at tent ion they had received as a resu l t of the conventions of the 

1830's, t h e i r successes in rejuvenating the antislavery crusade through 

the ag i ta t ion of t h e i r own organizations and i n s t i t u t i o n s , the success 

of the i r slave narratives and oratory, and the i r own press were impor

tan t in engendering a sense of self-confidence and group consciousness. 

With this sel f -conf idence, blacks reevaluated the i r own importance which 

in turn reinforced the fee l ing that they must speak fo r themselves. 

The convention of 1848 meeting in Cleveland set to work with a 

confidence and dispatch that suggested that solutions to many of the 
38 

black man's problems were forthcoming. The men at the convention 

were predominately from New York, Indiana, Ohio, I l l i n o i s , Pennsylvania, 

and Michigan. As ar t isans, petty merchants, farmers, physicians, 

clergymen, and students, they were ind icat ive of the development of an 

embryonic middle c lass. Their del iberat ions were pr imar i ly on the need 

f o r business and mechanical education, the adv isab i l i t y of temperance, 

the use of violence in defending the black community, the establishment 

of a national press, and most important, the posture black men should 

^ ^ I b i d . , p. 101-102. 

^ ^ I b i d . , p. 106. 
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assume in the forthcoming president ial e lec t ion . With a minimum of 

debate the North Star, edited by Frederick Douglass and Martin R. Delany 

in Rochester, was endorsed as a national newspaper to be supported by 

blacks. The sentiments of the convention regarding the elect ion were 

stated somewhat obtusely--advising blacks not to support any party or 

person which did not seek the "establishment of equal r ights and p r i v i l 

eges, without d i s t i nc t ion to color , cl ime, or condi t ion." But, by 

adopting the motto of the Free Soil Party as a "noble expression," the 

t rue sentiment of the convention was revealed. "Free S o i l , Free Speech, 

Free Labor, and Free Men" was in the best in terest of black men, despite 

any disavowal of formal a f f i l i a t i o n . The slogan was an expression of 
30 

hope fo r dramatic, benef ic ia l change in the immediate fu tu re . The 

convention's o f f i c i a l "Address to the Colored People of the United 

States" said as much. 

The present, is a period of activity and hope...We can deal in 
the language of brilliant encouragement, and speak of success 
with certainty. That our country has been gradually improving, 
is evident to all, and that we shall yet stand on a common 
platform with our fellow-countrymen, in respect to political 
and social rights, is certain. The spirit of the age--...the 
upward tendency of the oppressed throughout the world, abound 
with evidence,...of the final triumph of freedom over slavery, 
and equality over caste.^^ 

The optimism of 1848 was short-lived. Increased proscription of 

blacks, particularly in the West, and growing sectional tensions left 

many blacks resentful and bitter. Further alienated from reaping the 

benefits of the humanitarian reforms that quickened the pulse of the 

39 
"Report of the Proceedings of the Colored National Convention, 

held in Cleveland, Ohio, on Wednesday, September 6, 1848" in Bell, 
Minutes of the National Negro Conventions, pp. 12-17, passim. The con
vention actually met for four days from September 6 to September 10. 

^^Ibid., p. 17. 
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na t ion , blacks began to look less favorably upon the i r homeland. Emi

g ra t ion is ts and nat iona l is ts became increasingly s t r iden t and vocal. 

Discussions on the ef f icacy of violence as a means to secure freedom 

f o r slaves and in defense of free blacks when threatened became more 

numerous and less guarded, 

A national convention was not convened again u n t i l 1853. In 

the in te r im, the state and local conventions f i r s t s ignal led a s i g n i f i 

cant s h i f t in the black perspective. Blacks from Maine and New Hamp

shire engaged in serious debate as to whether they were duty-bound to 

give physical assistance to any slave insurrect ion. In s imi la r fashion, 

blacks meeting at City Hall in De t ro i t , Michigan, passed a resolut ion 

declar ing the i r intent ion " to defend the i r freedom with the i r l ives i f 

necessary." Although on record as opposed to bloodshed, a Hanover, 

Ohio, meeting resolved to disregard any law that conf l ic ted with reason, 

l i b e r t y and j u s t i c e , whether i t was in the North cr the South. And a 

state convention in Columbus, Ohio, passed a resolut ion in January, 

1849, o f f i c i a l l y promoting the d is t r i bu t ion of David Walker's Appeal and 

42 Henry Highland Garnet's Address to the slaves. The once in jur ious 

appeals of radicals were now nearly ba t t le c r ies . 

With the events of the past decade etched in the i r minds, pessi-

41 Good discussions of these two po in ts , prejudice directed at 
blacks in the Old Northv/est and humanitarian reformist movements of 
the mid-nineteenth century, can be found in Eugene H. Benvanger, The 
Front ier Against Slavery: Western Anti-Negro Prejudice and the STaVery 
Controversy (Urbana: Universi ty of I l l i n o i s Press, 1967), pp. 30-59 
and X l i c e F. Ty ler , Freedom's Ferment, Phases of American Social History 
from the Colonial Period to the Outbreak of the C iv i l War, Harper 
Torchbooks (New York: Harper and Row, 1962), pp. 225-547. 

42 
Howard H. B e l l , "Expressions of Negro Mi l i tancy in the North, 

1840-1860," Journal of Negro History, XLV (January, 1960), 13. 
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mi St ic blacks may well have ant icipated the approach of the 1850's with 

foreboding. Should there have been such observers, they were cer ta in ly 

not disappointed. The Compromise of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 

1854, the Dred Scott decision in 1857, and the death of John Brown and 

his raiders in 1859 only served to underscore what John B. Russwurm had 

envisioned on the eve of his departure for L iber ia nearly twenty years 

before, the continued al ienat ion of blacks as they sought to acquire 

and exercise r ights of c i t i zensh ip , and cataclysmic violence of national 

proport ions. 



CHAPTER V 

EMIGRATION AND NATIONALISM 

In the 1830's moral suasion expressed largely through the black 

convention movement and the antislavery activities of black religious 

organizations had proved to be less effective than anticipated in 

accomplishing full citizenship for blacks. Political affiliation with 

a radical third party movement dominated by whites was equally as 

unsuccessful in the 1840's. Then the decade of the 1850's began with 

the compromise that included the enactment of a Fugitive Slave Law so 

weighted against the fugitive that free blacks were imperiled, thus 

convincing many of them that their country was unwilling to protect its 

black citizens. Blacks, estranged from the mainstream of American 

politics and society, turned inward. Established black leaders became 

increasingly militant and devised various self-help programs to streng

then the black community. Some chose to stand and fight to make America 

fulfill its promises. Other blacks chose to emigrate. In either 

choice, nationalism was an element in their perspective as American 

blacks, disillusioned, frustrated, and alienated, sought to work out 

their destiny in the decade before the Civil War. 

Optimists at the convention of 1848 v/anted to "hail with delight" 

the birth and growth of the Free Soil Party "as the dawn of a bright 

and more auspicious day." The resolution which contained this exuberant 

81 



82 

clause was rejected, but the convention "heartily" recommended the Free 

Soil movement to black people while counseling continued adherence to 

abolitionist principles.^ Despite the Free Soil Party's election of 

five men to Congress, after the party's presidential candidate, Martin 

Van Buren, had failed to carry a single state, disillusionment set in 

among blacks. Frederick Douglass, like many other blacks who had had 

high hopes for the future, asked what good had the Free Soil movement 

done. His editorial analysis under that questioning title was candid 

and bitter. The party had 

promised much and performed little...It has actually proved 
a retrograding movement, gradually disappearing...Instead 
of approximating the true standards of abolitionism, and 
thereby rendering the movement worthy of the countenance of 
anti-slavery men, it is actually seeking alliance with the 
enemies of that holy cause.2 

Such a postmortem must have been bitter reading for those blacks in 

Massachusetts, where some black communities voted the Free Soil ticket 

unanimously, or in New York where the party won more support from 
3 

blacks than any of the rival parties. 

Disappointment among blacks changed to anger and utter fear in 

some instances, after the enactment of the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850. 

The act sought to insure a speedier return of runaway slaves to the 

South by providing that any claimant who could provide an affidavit of 

"Report of the Proceedings of the Colored National Convention, 
held at Cleveland, Ohio, on Wednesday, September 6, 1848" in Bell, 
Minutes of the National Negro Conventions, pp. 14-15. 

2 
The North Star, March 25, 1849, quoted in Douglass, Works, I, 

p. 368. 

"^Quarles, Black Abolitionists, p. 185-186. 



83 

ownership before a federal judge or commissioner could take possession 

of any captive black. The captive had no legal recourse as protection. 

The most flagrant outrage in the law provided a fee of ten dollars if 

the captive black was proved a fugitive, while a fee of half as much 

was provided if the captive was deemed legally free. The Act also 

called upon all citizens to help enforce its provisions, imposing 

fines, imprisonment, and civil damages for harboring or rescuing a fug

itive. The threat to free blacks was obvious. 

With personal liberty at stake, northern blacks organized and in 

some instances armed themselves in preparation to sabotage or resist 

the new law. Direct action was not uncommon. There were vigilance 

committees formed to rescue and defend fugitives from slave-hunters. 

Frederick Douglass proposed a radical solution to the problem: "The 

only way to make the Fugitive Slave Law a dead letter is to make half a 

dozen or more dead kidnappers..." Some fugitives like Samuel Ringgold 

Ward swore not to be taken alive, while Henry Highland Garnet armed 
4 

himself. And it was Ward who hotly declared in his newspaper, the 

Impartial Citizen, 

Let the men who would execute this bill beware. Let them 
know that the business of catching slaves, or kidnapping 
freemen, is an open warfare upon the rights and liberties of 
black men of the North...Let us teach them, that no one should 
engage in this business, but those v/ho are to be offered up 
on the polluted altar of accursed slavery;^ 

Determined resistance was one posture blacks took toward the 

4 
Meier and Rudwick, From Plantation to Ghetto, p. 119; Litwack, 

North of Slavery, p. 251. 
5 
Quoted from the Liberator, October 11, 1850, by Aptheker, Docu

mentary History of the Negro, p. 306. 
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Fugitive Slave Law. They were often aided by the enactment of personal-

liberty laws in some states, which effectively nullified the law, while 

some whites joined blacks in openly defying the law, forcibly ejecting 

claimants from communities, or collecting money to buy a captive's free

dom. But some blacks reacted by choosing to emigrate to Canada or to 

Liberia. "The black exodus touched every Northern city with more than a 

handful of Negroes."^ 

This burst of emigration again aroused the debate over the wisdom 

of a black exodus in the black community. As early as the 1840's state 

convention delegates had begun to reevaluate their posture regarding 

emigration and colonization. In some instances, as when John Mercer 

Langston spoke to the Ohio state convention of 1849 where there was 

"intense" interest in emigration, expressions of nationalism were 

coupled with emigrationist sentiment. Even earlier than this there was 

evidence that some blacks had begun to reconsider their vehement opposi

tion to emigration. In 1839, Phillip A. Bell, then editor of the 

Colored American, challenged his readers to "look out for every chance 

of enterprise—every door of emigration, where we can, individually, 
g 

better our condition." A project for emigrating to Trinidad created 

considerable interest among blacks in Maryland, which was already re

garded as a prime reservoir for African colonists by the American 

^Quarles, Black Abolitionists, PP. 199-200; Fred Landon, "The 
Negro Migration to Canada after the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850," Journal 
of Negro'^History, V (October, 1920), 22-36. 

Bell, Negro Convent"^on Movement, p. 138. 

^Ibid., p. 127. 
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. 9 
Colonization Society and by an active state colonization society. A 

delegation of two men, Nathaniel Peck and Thomas S. Price, dispatched 

under the auspices of a black, Baltimore-based emigrationist organiza

tion went to Trinidad and British Guiana to assay the advantages of emi

grating there. Their report informed their constituency that some emi

grants were already there and, in addition, they had encountered another 

investigating delegation from Annapolis.^^ 

Despite its consistent opposition to colonization and emigration, 

the Liberator estimated as many as 13,000 blacks from the United States 

living in Haiti. Census statistics reported 4,167 blacks living in 

Canada West, Ontario, the primary site for blacks to settle in that 

country. This figure was exclusive of other provinces in which there 

12 
were sizable black populations. More than 3,600 emigrants, primarily 

13 from the South, had gone to Liberia by 1838. 

In June, 1847, Thomas Van Rensselaer, editor of the Ram's Horn, 

was quoted in the Pennsylvania Freeman as favoring emigration, parti-

14 
cularly if such a project was presented by a black man. He and others 

were disappointed when the call for the national convention of 1847 did 

0 

See Staudenraus, African Colonization Movement, pp. 104-105; 
Penelope Campbell, Maryland in Africa; T"He^¥ryTaniH~$tate Colonization 
Society (Urbana: University Press, 1971), pp. 59-149. 

' Bell, Negro Convention Movement, p. 129.' 

Liberator, September 1, 1843, p. 138. 

12 
Robin W. Winks, The Blacks in Canada, A History (New Haven: 

Yale University Press with McGi11-Queen's University Press, 1971), 
p. 486. 

13 
Staudenraus, African Colonization Movoment, p. 251. 

14 
Bell, Neqro Convention Movement, p. 130-131. 



86 

not list emigration as a subject for discussion. Nevertheless, that 

convention listened respectfully to the proposal of the Jamaica Hamic 

Association which envisioned a commercial venture involving blacks from 

Jamaica, the United States, and Africa. This project, which has 

partially emigrationist in nature, could possibly be the first truly 

pan-Negro enterprise. In indicating "a readiness to unite with the 

Association in any proper measure for the advancement of our common 

cause," the convention broke its long-standing proscription on associa-

15 

tion with African colonization. 

For fifteen years after Liberian independence in 1847 "there was 

to be no lack of champions for emigration and Negro nationalism." 

Liberian independence was not the initial stimulus to the acceptance of 

emigration or its fusion with nationalism, as could be implied; rather it 

coincided with and encouraged a trend that was already underway. Liber

ian independence did much to remove the stigma of emigration to Africa. 

Henry Highland Garnet verbalized the sentiments of a growing number of 

blacks when he wrote to Frederick Douglass in 1848, "I hesitate not to 

say that my mind of late has greatly changed in regard to the American 

Colonization scheme. I would rather see a man free in Liberia than a 

slave in the United States." A year later though expressing a prefer

ence for colonization, he had no favored country except that black men 

"Proceedings of the National Convention of Colored People... 
held in Troy, New York, on the 6th., 7th., 8th., and 9th. [of] October, 
1847" in Bell, Proceedings of the National Negro Conventions, pp. 24-25. 

16 
Bell, Negro Convention Movement, p. 133. 
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would have freedom and enfranchisement. For the next fifteen years 

Garnet was a thoroughgoing emigrationist and nationalist. 

In time, Martin R. Delany, Samuel Ringgold Ward, Henry Bibb, 

Alexander Crummell, and numerous others would join the emigrationist 

ranks. Indeed, Frederick Douglass wrote to Gerrit Smith expressing 

"fear that some whose presence in this country is necessary to eleva-

18 tion of the colored people will leave us." In Ohio alone twenty to 

twenty-five per cent of the black population favored emigration in the 

19 early 1850's. Emigration commanded considerable attention in New 

York when Lewis H. Putnam and his nationalist organization, the United 

African Republic Emigration Society, hosted an emigrationist conven-

20 tion. In Vemont, James T. Holly, who had expressed a willingness to 

21 

go to Liberia in 1850, presented a plan to the North American Conven

tion in Toronto in 1851 on behalf of the North American Union proposing 

a "North American and West Indian Federal Agricultural Union, with pro

vision for the cooperative purchase of land in Canada and the West 

Indies."^^ 

This was probably the beginning of Holly's interest in Haitian 

Henry Highland Garnet to Frederick Douglass, January 21, 1848, 
North Star, January 26, 1848, and March 2, 1849, quoted in Quarles, 
Black AboTitionists, p. 216. 

^^Frederick Douglass to Gerrit Smith, January 21, 1851, in Dou
glass, Works, II, p. 149, 

19 
Bell, Negro Convention Movement, p. 

^^Ibid., pp. 141-147, passim. 

^^Woodson, Mind of the Neqro, pp. 125-127. 

22 
Bell, Neqro Convention Movement, p. 150. 
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emigration. By 1854, at the National Emigration Convention at Cleve

land, he was the undisputed leader of this group of emigrationists. In 

1861 he ended his lecturing activities and emigrated to Haiti where he 

became an Episcopal bishop, after writing A Vindication of the Capacity 

of the Neqro for Self-Government and Civilized Progress in 1857.^"^ 

Emigrationism reached a grand crescendo by 1853. As the white 

abolitionists had split into factions over the best means of accom

plishing their goals, black abolitionists experienced a similar diver

gence. The issue was clear-cut: should the black man's destiny con

tinue to be sought and slavery challenged on the home front or should 

those goals be pursued from a haven outside the territorial limits of 

the United States where a black nationality could be forged. Many 

blacks chose the latter, and they and their sympathizers met at Toronto 

in 1851 and again at Amhurstburgh in 1853 on Canadian soil to consider 

the feasibility of large scale emigration to Haiti or Canada, 

Recognizing the emigrationist challenge, anti-emigrationists led 

by Frederick Douglass convened a national meeting at Rochester, New 

York, immediately following the Canadian conventioi of 1853. As at 

national conventions in the past, "the whole field of black interests" 

24 
would be open "to enquiry, investigation and determination." 

Declaring themselves Americans speaking to Americans, the convention 

delegates declared their aspirations for full rights and privileges of 

23 
For a discussion of Garnet's life see William M. Brewer, "Henry 

Highland Garnet," Journal of Neqro History, XIII (January, 1928), 36-52. 
24 

''Proceedings of the Colored National Convention, held in Roches
ter, July 6th., 7th., and 8th., 1853" in Bell, Proceedings of the 
National Negro Conventions, p. 4. 
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citizenship. Plans v/ere made for national organization on the home 

front. A national council to coordinate black efforts to establish a 

national college and to arbitrate their own disputes, a national con

sumers union, national trade and labor offices, and national library 

and propaganda headquarters were planned as alternatives to emigration. 

As delegates to the Rochester convention adjourned, Martin R. 

Delany, leader of the emigrationists issued an announcement that a 

National Emigration Convention would meet in Cleveland, Ohio, August 24 

to 26, 1854. The announcement appeared in the Alienated American, a 

Cleveland newspaper edited by William H. Day, an avowed "neutral" in 

the emigration controversy. The convention was restricted to emigra

tionists who supported removal to some site within the western hemis

phere. Black supporters of Liberian colonization under the auspices 

of the American Colonization Society were expressly excluded. A cre

dentials committee composed of Delany, William Webb (Pittsburgh), James 

T. Holly (New York), Rev. Augustus R. Green (Cincinnati), H. Ford Dou

glass (Louisiana), and William M. Lambert (Michigan) screened delegates. 

Many of the participants in the Rochester convention of 1853 were 

present and they, like all other aspiring delegates, were required to 

respond positively to two tenents. The first was affirmation of their 

adherence to emigration; the second was subscription to the objectives 

and sentiments of the convention's call. 

The final delegate tally totalled 145 people from ten states and 

Canada. There were twenty-nine fully accredited v/omen delegates, in

cluding Delany's wife Cathrine, who voted and held office on an equal 
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basis with the men. Pittsburgh, Delany's hometown, sent the largest 

delegation, while Michigan and Ohio were well represented. Officers of 

the convention included William C. Monroe of Michigan, president, and 

several vice-presidents including Rev. William Paul Quinn of Indiana 

and Mrs. Mary Bibb, widow of Henry Bibb, the Canadian emigration pioneer 

who had died three weeks before the convention. James T. Holly and 

C. W. Nighten were secretaries. Delany headed the important business 

committee. Four women were elected to the permanent finance commit-

tee.26 

Two documents eminating from the convention suggested the philoso

phy and mood of the emigrationists. The first was a report written by 

Delany and accepted by the convention. It embodied the philosophy of 

the convention. The second, a speech by H. Ford Douglass in reply to 

John Mercer Langston, an Ohio emigrationist who had developed misgivings 

about it, vividly portrayed the mood of the emigrationists. 

Delany's discourse on the American political economy and the black 

position in it contended that freedom existed only for the racial group 

which comprised a majority in a country. "The liberty of no man is 

secure who controls not his political destiny." The black man's dilemma 

could be solved temporarily by emigration to Canada. Yet the threat of 

the United States domination of Canada dictated that emigration must 

ultimately terminate in Central or South America, or the West Indies. 

Nationalism and emigration merge and are synthesized in Delany's 

25 
Ullman, Martin R. Delany, p. 163. 

26 
Ibid., p. 165; Bell, Negro Convention Movement, p. 156. These 

two works are the only sources for detailed information on the emigra
tion conventions. 
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defense of his proposal. Black people were distinctive with cultural 

and intellectual capacities which should be recognized and perpetuated. 

In plain language," he argued, "in the true principles of morals, 

correctness of thought, religion, and law or civil government, there is 

no doubt but that the black race will yet instruct the world." Indeed, 

the "world's destiny" would be "a question of black and white," the 

outcome of which would certainly be in favor of the colored peoples of 

the world as they comprised "four-sixths of all the population of the 

world; and these people are fast tending to a common cause with each 

other." Delany eloquently stated the perspective and self-confidence 

of his associates. They were the sons of slaves who lived in a new era. 

That v/hich suited them does not suit us, and that which they 
may have been contented with will not satisfy us. 

They were content with privileges; we will be satisfied 
with nothing less than rights...A secondary position was all 
they asked for; we claim entire equality or nothing...They 
admitted themselves to be inferiors; v/e barely acknowledge the 
whites as equals--perhaps not in every particular...^' 

Where Delany had been cooly logical in analyzing the black man's 

position in America and the prospects for emigration and black nation

ality, Douglass was impassioned and ardent in his reply to Langston's 

anti-emigrationist speech. Langston, a young lawyer from Ohio who had 

given a rousing pro-emigration speech in the Ohio state convention in 

1851, had been invited to address the Cleveland convention, although 

he was not a delegate. Why Langston had changed his mind is unclear, 

but his address has been reported as being "a sincere plea that the 

27 
"Address Issued by a National Emigration Convention Held in 

Cleveland, Ohio, August 24, 1854, written by M[artin] R. Delany..." 
in U.S., Congress, House, Colonization and Emigration, 37th Cong., 
2nd Sess., Report No. 148, July 16, 1862. Appendix No. 3. 
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delegates presevere in fighting white America." The speech so 

aroused Douglass that he demanded the floor and delivered a rebuttal, 

"Is not the history of the world, the history of emigration?" he asked. 

Answering affirmatively he posited, "Shall we then refuse to follow 

the light which history teaches, and be doomed, like our 'fathers,' to 

perish in the wilderness of oppression?" "Nol" he answered, "...the 

expediency of a 'COLORED NATIONALITY,' is becoming self-evident to 
29 Colored men more and more every day..." 

Langston's address was the only dissident voice at the meeting. 

This unanimity permitted the delegates to pursue their business expedi

tiously. In the three days of deliberation, this convention created a 

central governing body, the National Board of Commissioners, with 

Delany as president assisted by nine commissioners and two additional 

members from each state. Four permanent departments were created under 

the Board: Domestic Relations, Financial Relations, Foreign Relations, 

and a special Foreign Secretary. The Africo-American Repository was 

planned as a quarterly journal of the Board of commissioners. (The name 

of the journal was changed slightly to read the "Afric-American Reposi

tory" when it was finally published.) Plans and assignment of responsi

bilities for exploration of possible emigration sites were made. Delany 

was responsible for Africa, while Holly was given Haiti and James M. 

pg 
Ullman, Martin R. Delany, p. 164. 

29 
"Speech of H. Ford Douglass, in reply to Mr. J[ohn] M. Langston 

before the Emigration Convention, at Cleveland, Ohio, Delivered on the 
Evening of the 27th of August, 1854," in Aptheker, Documentary History 
of the Neqro, p. 367. 
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Whitfield was given Central America."^^ 

This was the basic programmatic machinery of the emigration move

ment. It was to function with little reorganization from its inception 

in 1854 to 1860. While the emigrationists were to make somewhat exag

gerated claims, their organization was considerably more stable and 

more productive than that developed by the Rochester convention which 

began to collapse as the delegates started home. 

The emigrationists were to meet again in national convention in 

1856 and in 1858. The National Board of Commissioners met annually 

to conduct the business of the various committees. At the first annual 

meeting of the National Board in Pittsburgh on August 14, 1855, Delany 

presented a report, "Political Aspects of the Colored People of the 

United States," which surveyed the treatment of blacks in the United 

States and other countries. As would be expected, the report confirmed 

the efficacy of emigration. It expressed some satisfaction with the 

failure of the expansionist policy of the government regarding the 

annexation of the Sandwich Islands and Cuba, and the problems American 

filibustering had encountered in Nicaragua. Delany also reported that 

the emigration movement was finding success among the "common people" 

despite the lack of endorsement for their proposals by the "'leading 

31 
and great men'" of the race. 

30 
Despite the announced intention of limiting emigration deliber

ations to only Central and South America, and the West Indies, Delany's 
biographer quotes Delany as saying that "Africa was held in reserve" 
as a potential site for emigration because of its natural resources, 
its independence from complete white domination, and its use as a base 
to disrupt the slave trade. See Ullman, Martin R. Delany, pp. 215-216. 

^hbid., p. 179. 
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While the claims of the emigrationists must be taken with some 

reservat ion, in the years from 1855 to 1858 there obviously were some 

notable converts to the cause. In 1856, Will iam H. Day, ed i tor of the 

Alienated American and previously a "neutra l " on emigration revealed 
op 

his plans to go to Canada. By 1856 Will iam Whipper, an opponent of 

emigration in the 1830's challenged Gerr i t Smith for c r i t i c i z i n g blacks 

who chose to emigrate. In 1858 he defended emigration against attacks 

by James McCune Smith, one of Frederick Douglass' staunch associates, 

and in 1859 he argued that African colonization was due respect and 

consideration as an a l ternat ive in u p l i f t i n g the race. Whipper con

tended that cotton or corn grown in A f r i ca , in competition with Southern 

products, was equally as e f fec t ive antislavery v/ork as staying at home 

wai t ing fo r the emancipation of slaves. Whipper also contributed his 

money and his keen business s k i l l s in establ ishing black emigrants in 
33 Canada. 

There were blacks seeking the i r fortunes in less conspicuous emi

grat ion endeavors--in the gold f ie lds of Austral ia l i ke George W. Goines 

of Phi ladelphia, or Alexander Dorsey who proposed emigration to the 

Paci f ic Islands where blacks could s ta r t business with a small cash 

out lay. In 1854, Frederick Douglass, undoubtedly observing the suc

cesses of emigrat ion, had proposed the settlement of a colony of about 

1,000 free blacks in Kansas as assurance that the t e r r i t o r y would be a 

32 
William H. Day to Gerrit Smith, March 27, 1856, quoted in Bell, 

j^eqro Convention Movement, p. 208. 

^'^Ibid., pp. 208-209. 

^^Ibid., p. 206. 
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free area. 

The emigrat ionists again met in convention on August 28, 1856, at 

Cleveland. Here, consideration was given to a var iety of proposals, 

inc luding the formation of a North American and West Indian Trading 

Association to engage in exclusive commerce between the two areas. The 

convention also discussed the establishment of a Board of Publication 

to issue the quarter ly magazine, Afric-American Repository, which was 

approved in p r inc ip le two years before as an o f f i c i a l organ of the emi

g r a t i o n i s t s , and the reorganization of the National Board of Commis

s ioners, providing for a l l o f f icers on the Central Board to reside 

w i th in a s ix ty -mi le radius of i t s new headquarters in Chatham, Canada 

West. Each of these measures was formalized by the convention. 

The most important actions taken which reveal a growing cu l tura l 

nat ional ism were the establishment of the Board of Publ icat ions, desig

nated by the convention as the Afric-American Publishing Company, and 

the naming of the Provincial Freeman, a black weekly published by Israel 

D. Shadd in Chatham, as the o f f i c i a l newspaper. James M. Wh i t f i e l d , who 

in 1854 had published a book of poems, dedicated to Delany, was named 

senior ed i to r with eight corresponding ed i to rs . Their task, as des

cribed in the prospectus of the magazine was a pure expression of cu l 

tu ra l nat ional ism. 

There has never yet been a mature and f a i r exh ib i t ion of the 
l i t e r a r y and s c i e n t i f i c attainments of the Negro race. In 
the l i t e ra tu re of the v/hites, as well as in white soc ie ty , 
the Negro is at a discount, and nothing can raise him in 
e i the r , but occupying a manly and independent pos i t i on . 

35 
Frederick Douglass'Paper, September 15, 1854, quoted in Dou

glass, Works, II, pp. 311-315. 
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attained through his own efforts. It has therefore been 
maturely resolved to enter the arena of public literature, 
to exhibit the intellectual capacities of the Negro race, and 
vindicate them before the world by the publication of a period
ical designed to concentrate in one brilliant focus the most 
cultivated intellects, and the highest order of talents that^g 
are or may yet be developed among the descendants of Africa. 

The Afric-American Repository was scheduled to begin publication 

37 
in July, 1858. In the meantime, the Afric-American Publishing Com
pany published Holly's Vindication of the Capacity of the Neqro for 

Self-Government in 1857. Vernon Loggins suggests that although other 

38 
works were proposed. Holly's book was the only one actually published. 

Holly's book, as previously discussed, and the Afric-American Repository 

served as both literary and political works. Wholly emigrationist in 

perspective and couched in nationalist terms, these works sought to 

inform blacks of their cultural and intellectual heritage, indicating 

the potential for future greatness. Such publications were important 

in wooing support for emigration in the face of competition from the 

anti-emigrationists. 

The favorable response given by blacks to a speech in the United 

States House of Representatives is revealing, particularly in view of 

previous black response to the American Colonization Society. Frank P. 

Blair, Jr., a congressman from Missouri proposed the colonization of 

free blacks in Central America in a speech in January, 1858. Despite 

*^^Ullman, Martin R. Delany, p. 182. 

37 
Bell, Neqro Convention Movement, p. 207. 

38 
Loggins, Neqro Author, p. 199. 
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his belief in the incompatability of the races, his endorsement of 

American expansionist interests in that region, and his insistence 

that the colony remain a dependency of the United States, many blacks 

applauded his proposal. The leading emigrationists, James T. Holly, 

Delany, and James M. Whitfield wrote to Blair expressing their endorse-

39 
ment of his proposal and outlined their own projects. One black 

Ohioan, Alfred V. Thompson, wrote to Blair expressing his approval of 

the plan and outlined his fortunes as an emigrationist dating from 

1842, when he sailed for Liberia. Thompson found Liberia unhealthy 

and returned to the United States by way of the West Indies, yet he was 

willing to cast his lot with Blair's scheme. 

As suggested earlier, anti-emigrationists did not concede the 

initiative to the emigrationists in the decade of the 1850's without a 

fight. The call for the emigration convention of 1854 generated a furor 

among the opponents of emigration with Frederick Douglass' Paper serving 

as the platform for the opposition. Charges that such a meeting would 

breed and foster the impression of disunion among black abolitionists 

were common. In later years the opposition argued that an indirect 

challenge to slavery and the elevation of the race were too slow and 

dangerous. Emigration, said its opponents, should be a personal affair, 

not the preoccupation of the entire race. Moreover, the idea of Africa 

^^Woodson, Mind of the Negro, pp. 495-504. See [Frank P. Blair, 
Jr.], Speech of Hon[orable] Frank P. Blair, Jr., of Missouri on the 
Acgu^isition of Territory in Central Anerica, to oe Colonized v.n'th Free 
Blacks, and Held as a Dependency of the United States. Delivered in the 
Piouse of Representatives on the 14th Day of January, 1858. With an . 
Appenciix (Washington, D. C : Buell and Blanchard, 1858), pp. [lJ-31. 

40 
Woodson, Mind of the Neqro., pp. 502-504. 



98 

as the fatherland of the black race was open to abuse and misunder-

41 
standing. Undaunted by such charges, the emigrationists met and 

transacted their business. In their view emigration was the only viable 

alternative, particularly after observing the ineffectiveness of aboli

tionism, the illusory successes of political activism in cooperation 

with whites, and the inactivity of the plans devised by the Rochester 

convention of 1853. 

The emigrationists capitalized on their advantage. By 1858 they 

had a multitude of sites to choose from. While Haiti and Canada con

tinued to be considered ideal countries for emigration, Africa had 

captured the imaginations of the two leading emigrations of the period, 

Henry Highland Garnet and Delany. They envisioned new colonization in 

Africa, spearheaded by blacks, which would be of a Christian, scienti

fic, commercial nature and carried out by a v/ell prepared cadre on a 

small select scale. The influence of this cadre would gradually per

meate the area chosen as a colonization site, with an appropriate dif

fusion of enlightenment, prosperity, Christianity, and the ultimate 

redemption of Africa. The downfall of slavery in the United States would 

be brought about through the superior productivity of free labor in 

Africa. 

The two men. Garnet and Delany, envisioned the same type of 

religio-commercial venture in Africa, but they were dominant personali

ties unwilling to work in a subordinate capacity. Thus the two men 

competed for financial backing and sympathizers. Two wings of 

41 
Frederick Douglass' Paper, February, 1859, pp. 19-20. Douglass' 

paper became a monthly in 1859. 
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emigrationism developed: one dominated by Delany, completely black, 

composed of the emigration group organized in Cleveland in 1854; the 

other included a group of prominent blacks and white in New York and 

Philadelphia called the African Civilization Society founded in the 

summer of 1858 under Garnet's leadership.^^ 

Anti-emigrationists centered their opposition on the African 

Civilization Society. The fight v/as bitter and personal, because Garnet 

loved a good fight. Already suspect among blacks because of the finan

cial involvement of prominent members of the American Colonization 

Society, such as Benjamin Coates, the African Civilization Society 

felt the sting of influential black Garrisonians such as George Downing, 

Robert Purvis, Charles L. Remond, John S. Rock, William C. Nell, William 

Wells Brown, and, of course, Frederick Douglass. The attacks raged on 

the floor of a convention held in Boston in 1859 and in Frederick Dou-

43 glass' Paper. The vigor of the controversy, however, belied the trend 

of the day. New voices joined the old emigrationists, and a new black 

periodical began which took up the nationalist spirit of the times, the 

Anglo-African Magazine. Nationalists often found their ideas welcomed 

in its pages. 

How proudly will the colored race honor the day, when, abandoning 
a policy which teaches them to cling to the skirts of the 
white people for support, they shall set themsleves zealously 
at work to create a position of their own--an empire which 
shall challenge the admiration of the world, rivalling the glory 
of the historic ancestors, whose undying fame was chronicled 

42 
Brotz, Negro Social and Political Thought, p. 191; Bell, Negro 

Convention Movement, P. 229; Delany and Campbell, Search for a Place-, 

43 
Bell, Negro Convention Movement, pp. 229-231; Frederick Dou

glass' Paper, February, 1859, in Douglass, Works, II, pp. 441-447. 
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by the everlasting pyramids at the dawn of civilization upon 
mankind.^4 

By 1860 the attacks on the African Civilization Society, and 

emigration generally, began to waver. By mid-year, 1861, no black 

leader of first rank, with the possible exception of George T. Downing, 

was publicly championing anti-emigration beliefs. The former detractors 

in most instances came either to champion emigration, or simply 

acquiesed on the subject. Even Frederick Douglass by May, 1861, was 

45 
willing to visit Haiti, at the expense of that government. His edi
torial published at that time in his monthly suggested his willingness 

46 
to join the emigrationist ranks. 

In the meantime, emigration projects proliferated and culminated 

in the penetration of Central Africa by the Niger Valley Exploring 

Party led by Martin R. Delany in 1859. Canadian emigration continued, 

as did emigration to the Caribbean. The fruits of emigration projects, y 

however, were never realized. War came. Delany, Douglass, Garnet, and 

other crusaders viewed the war as the ultimate abolitionist cause. An 

era ended, but blacks emerged into a new era with a sense of self-

confidence and nationalism forged by themselves in the three decades 

before the Civil War. 

J. Denis Harris in the Anglo-African Magazine, quoted in Holly 
and Harris, Black Separatism and the Caribbean, p. 182. 

4r. 

Abolitionists, p. 222. 

46 
Douglass' Monthly, May, 1861, p. 450. 

^Bell, Neqro Convention Movement, pp. 221-223; Quarles, Black 



CHAPTER VI 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

This essay has sought to survey the emergence of cultural nation

alism among black Americans before the Civil War. The independent 

church movement, mutual benefit societies, the national convention move

ment, the concern with writing racial history, the black press, and 

the development of the separatist impulse were all component parts of 

this development. Alienation from the mainstream of American political 

and social life bred two responses for blacks, which developed in the 

nineteenth century and extend into our own time. One was the desire to 

be recognized as full citizens: to challenge the racism that was woven 

so deeply into the fabric of America life, and to make the country ful

fill its egalitarian promises. The other desire was a separatist 

response: to affirm the distinctiveness of being black, to create a 

black nationality either within the territorial limits of the United 

States or outside them. In either response there was the perceived need 

to "vindicate" the black potential, to assert the independence of black 

people. These responses were not mutually exclusive; often they existed 

conjointly. The fundamental objective of both alternatives was an 

affirmation of black dignity in the face of slavery and racist propa

ganda, and the establishment of black self-confidence and self-respect. 

This goal in its most radical statement would be black nationalism. 

101 
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The development of black institutions in the nineteeth century 

might be viewed as a progression from group-awareness to group-assertion 

among black Americans. The incipient group consciousness of black 

Americans found positive expression initially in their churches and 

mutual benefit societies. Social and educational services provided 

by the black church in conjunction with its religious function made it 

the center of the black community. It was from its inception the 

initial training ground for a developing black leadership. Moreover, 

the successful drive for independence from white control fed more than 

just the spiritual needs of black churchgoers. The independence of 

the A.M.E. church in 1816 was a multifaceted achievement. Black church

men were able to control the affairs of their own church free from the 

influences of meddling or patronizing whites in an era when blacks 

could not otherwise boast substantive independence. They had their 

religion, they affirmed their special identity with a distinctive label, 

"African," and by exploiting the white controlled judiciary, they main

tained their hard-earned property independent of grasping whites. 

The mutual benefit societies and other self-improvement societies 

provided positive substitutes for public services and privileges denied 

blacks in a segregated society. A man could at least be buried decently 

and be assured that illness did not necessarily mean complete deprivation 

of medicinal aids or comforting support. The temperance, tract, educa

tional, and fraternal societies provided some of the rudiments of an 

inquiring mind, friendships, and an outlet for the desire to develop a 

facet of one's life other than the religious. At the same time, these 

organizations assisted in arousing sentiment in support for the 
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antislavery crusade and served as a training ground for leaders, the 

development of political know-how, and organizational ability. While 

the harsh truth of exclusion could not be denied, black men could take 

pride in the developing separate institutions that met their needs. 

The rise of black journalism in the 1820's both reflected and 

fostered the sense of self-definition, group consciousness, and collec

tive effort. The black press from the first issue of Freedom's Journal 

spoke for and to black men. This newspaper and the newspapers and maga

zines that succeeded it were sources of information about the status of 

the black community vis-a-vis the white community. The aspirations, 

frustrations, and alienation, as well as the individual and communal 

successes of black people were voiced. The black press aroused the 

community and, joining with the church, heightened the awareness for 

political activism by black men for the entire black community, slave 

and free. 

The growing hostility to free blacks in the northern states, 

particularly the Cincinnati riot of 1829, further motivated blacks to 

consider group action to alter their status in American society. The 

convention movement capitalized on this and the invigorated abolition 

crusade, and concentrated on forging a meaningful role for blacks in 

the society. In the decade of the 1830's black conventions were charac

terized by an unwavering opposition to the American Colonization Soci

ety's plan for the expatriation of free blacks to Liberia, its colony 

on the coast of western Africa, while favoring the abolition of slavery 

through moral suasion, and the improvement of the status of free blacks. 

Following the split of the national abolitionist movement into 
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political activist and moral suasionist camps, the national black con

vention was revived in 1843 after an eight year hiatus. A developing 

militancy among blacks was evident at this meeting. By 1848 this new 

militancy was fully developed and active. Its sources were the black 

success in rejuvenating the antislavery crusade through their own 

efforts, their active participation in it as orators, distinguished 

literati and theoriticians, and a heightened sense of self-confidence 

and group consciousness nurtured over the years by separate institutions 

and the black press. 

These important changes, the promising growth of the Free Soil 

movement, and the rise of new black leadership, encouraged black people 

to view the prospects for change in the United States with optimism. 

This optimism was short-lived. The lackluster performance of the Free 

Soil Party in the elections of 1848, the increased proscription of 

blacks, and the growing sectional tensions left blacks further alienated 

from the rest of the nation. This alienation forced blacks to look 

less favorably upon their country and to give more consideration to 

advocates of emigration and nationalism who had begun to articulate 

their views in the late 1830's and early 1840's. 

The depressing events of the 1850's prompted many blacks to seek 

their destinies outside the United States. In the years before, there 

seemed to have been some hope among blacks that the country could purge 

itself of racism and slavery. But the disenchantment with abolitionists 

who believed in equality only in theory, the illusory successes of poli

tical activism, and the Compromise of 1850 were proof enough to numerous 

blacks that the United States was determined to be a white man's nation, 
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and they chose to leave it. Emigration was a dynamic force in the black 

community claiming numerous converts. The movement culminated in the 

penetration of the Niger Valley in Africa by an expedition led by 

Martin R. Delany. In the meantime, emigrants to Canada and to the West 

Indies continued to leave the United States. 

Yet when war came these same emigrationist leaders, former aboli

tionist crusader who v/ere disenchanted with America, rushed to arms 

because a decisive deathblow to slavery was in the offing. Such an 

aboutface underscored the basic objectives of black abolitionism: the 

eradication of slavery and racism in the black American's homeland and 

the assertion of black identity. The conclusion that must be deduced 

here is that in part, emigration and the accompanying nationalism were 

a temporary substitute for abolitionism. 

The fusion of nationalism and emigrationism was to characterize 

the perspective of those who believed, at least in theory, that the 

"hydra-headed monster" of slavery and racism could be successfully 

challenged from afar in a black zion. Nationalism and emigrationism 

became so intertwined with each other in the late 1840's and throughout 

the 1850's that the two could not be separated as distinct ideologies. 

Thus, emigrationists, many of whom had been anti-emigrationists in the 

1830's in the heyday of the American Colonization Society and when 

abolitionism so dramatically challenged slavery, reclaimed the idea of 

colonization as a positive vehicle to challenge racism and slavery in 

the United States. 

Despite the black colonists who went to Liberia under the auspices 

of the American Colonization Society, the first emigrants to Africa 
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went under the leadership and initiative, as well as with the financial 

backing of black men. During the 1820's blacks emigrated to Haiti and 

to Canada. These countries continued to attract black emigrants up to 

the outbreak of the Civil War. After the independence of Liberia in 

1847, which served as further impetus to emigration to Africa, that 

continent became the prime target for the leading advocates of emigra

tion. Throughout the period there was never a dearth of vigorous arti

culate leaders for the emigration cause. These men had no qualms about 

challenging traditional black leaders, who counseled remaining at home, 

or white abolitionists, who also wished to minimize the emigrationist 

impulse. Paradoxically, the idea that had been seized upon by white 

men as a means to guarantee the dream of a white nation became the 

solution envisioned by blacks as the means to thwart that racist dream. 

The development of black nationalism was not a simple reaction to 

repression. To view nationalism in this way v/ould ignore those aspects 

of the black experience that sought to assert the independence of the 

race, to establish a group consciousness (an ethnicity), and to make 

America fulfill its promise of egalitarianism which the founding fathers 

used to justify their struggle for independence. 
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