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CHAi^ER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The textbook in thousands of classrooms determines the 

content of instruction as well as the teaching procedures. 

This statement m^y not be in accord with the usual theory, 

but it is supported by the facts reported by supervisors and 

state inspectors of schools. In view, therefore, of the 

important place of the textbooks in our educational practice, 

the preparation, selection, and use of textbooks is a major 

problem.^ 

A majority of our teachers have not had sufficient 

training in basic subject matter material to be independent 

of the textbook, so the textbooks used in our schools should 

be the best that are available. There are usually several 

good textbooks in any field, and in order to secure the best, 

some approved raethod of tiie selection of the books used should 

be followed. It is probably safe to say that all workers in 

the field of education a^xee (1) that the selection of a text

book is an arduous task, (£) that it cannot be done in a hasty 

manner, (3) that analyzing from different points of view, end 

(4) that weighing the array of facts v/hich tend to be objective 

will result in a better selection than would be the case if 

^ J". B. Edmonson, "The Textbook in American Education," 
Thirtieth Yearbook oi" the IJ: tione.1 Society for the Study of 
Education. Î irt II, 19.̂ 1, [•. 1. 



one should make a cursory examination without a definite 

guide. 

This study was made in an attempt to devise a g^ide 

for teachers which would provide a fairly objective set of 

criteria for actual use in social science studies. 

Purpose of the study. The direct purpose of this 

V' study is to analyze the basal text nov/ used in Texas schools 

and four other recent texts in civics accordins to the 

standards set up and to drav. some conclusions regarding their 

value. The writer wishes also to present specific and work

able standards for the evaluation of textbooks which would aid 

administrators and teachers to make more objective and satis

factory evaluations. 

Delimitation, It should be pointed out that of the 

five books selected for analysis, one has been used as the 

basal te.vt for the past five years, one has been adopted for 

use as a basal text for the next five years, and the other 

three v/ere considered by the Stc te Bofjrd of Education for 

adoption, to£;ether with the one selected. 

Source of materials and methods of procedure. Materials 

for this study have been found in educational yearbooks, 

ma,'azine articles, and textbooks. In Chapter II a detailed 

survey is made of related m. terials. Only one stidy has been 



found of the actual anelyais of civics textbooks, and that 

one, under the direction of Dr. Edmonson at the University 

of Michigan, is as yet unpublished,^ 

As stated above, the textbooks selected for this study 

are the five books that v/ere recommended to the State Board 

of Education of Texas by the Textbook Committee of the state, 

of which one ;/as to be adopted in 1940 for a five-year period. 

The criteria for evaluc^tion have been developed, and the books 

have been analyzed by the scale of evaluation set up. 

Organization of thesis. In Chapter II of this study 

a survey is made of the related materiala, and the scale of 

evaluation is ^̂ iven, tOê ether with the reasons for including 

each part of the criteria. Chapters III, IV, V, VI, and VII 

contain the analyses of the five textbooks. In Chapter VIII 

a c'eneral summary is ^iven, and significant findings are 

reported. 

2 0, F. Frederick, "Analysis of Five Textbooks Recently 
Published in Civics" (unpublished l̂ aster's thesis, University 
of Viohi/jan, Ann Arbor, Michigan), 



CHAJTER II 

SURVEY OF RELATED MATERIALS JM) DETLRKaNATION OF 

SCALE OF EVALUATION 

There has been very little miiterial written on the 

analysis of textbooks in America even though they play a most 

important part in our educational system* The main sources of 

material for tliis study will be reviev/ed briefly in this 

chapter, while less important material will be referred to in 

later chapters. 

The most complete study that has been made was con

ducted by a committee of the National Society for the Study 

of Education, end their report was a part of the Thirtieth 

Yearbook of the National Society for the Study of Education, 

entitled, "The Textbook in /vmerican Education."^ In Chapter 

VIII is found a discussion on the use of scorecards in evaluat

ing textbooks, which was written under the direction of C. R. 

Mexv.ell, and which emphasizes the need for analyzing text

books, since there are a great number available ii each subject, 

and since there are so many variations among them. He points 

to the faulty bases used in selection in the past and says 

that there is a need for a technical instrument th«t will 

1 J. B. Edmonson, *'The Textbook in American Fduc.ition,*' 
Thirtieth Yearbook of the N'.tionp.l Society for t .e Study of 
EducatlorT, Part II, 19./1. 



insure the proper selection of a textbook to meet the aims, 

objectives, and needs of a specific school system,^ 

According to Maxwell's investigation the decade between 

1910 and 1920 was the beginning of tiie development of a in.ore 

scientific basis for the selection of textbooks. In his report 

he summarizes the arguments for and against the use of score-

cards and gives a sample coorecard for the selection of 

Junior hi;:h school language books. All of his material for 

this chapter was secured through research, except for a sec

tion on "The Present Use of Scorecards in City School Systems," 

for which ne submitted questionnaires to two hundred city 

superintendents in a selected f:roup of cities representing 

different population s^oups in every one of the forty-eî ĥt 

states. Replies from eighteen cities indicate that score-

cards are always used in the selection of te:.tbooks in the 

elenentary grades. Three-fourths of the number using the 

scorecards began their use within the period of five years 

Just preceding the time when the study v̂ as made.^ This seens 

to indicate that the movement toward tlie use of scorecards is 

a recent one, and the tendex̂ .cy toward their use is becoming 

increasingly apparent. 

2 Ibiu.. p. 143. 

^ Ibid., pp. 14'-49. 



In a more recent survey conducted by Underwood it v.as 

found that the average teacher in selecting textbooks uses 

fewer than five different criteria. Five of the ten most 

frequently mentioned ite :: relete directly or indirectly to 

mechanical makeup, and only three refer to the content. Under

wood attempted to devise a guide for teacliers which would 

provide the advantâ ês of a scorecard, end at the same time 

eliminate the objections which have been raised against them. 

In order to do this, 465 questionnaires were sent to teachers 

in seven states to determine the criteria they used in the 

selection of textbooks. One hundred questionnaires were 

returned and completed. T\vo hundred and sixty-four personal 

interviews were arran£:cd v/ith textbook committee member:̂  in 

Colorado, Missouri, and lov/a who hal selected textbooks, to 

determine the criteria they uned in the Judging of texts. 

The criteria from both or these sources were combired into 

one list and this was combined v/ith a list made from the 

analysis of seven tejctbooic scorecards which had received 

sufficient recognition to be published in educ .tional Journals. 

The finnl scorecard was made by listing those criteria which 

were named by three or lore sources, and it contained the 

follov/ing: 

1. Authorship 
2 . Content and Organization 
3 . Vocabulary and R e l i a b i l i t y 
4. y.ethod and l iotivation 



5. Teaching and Study Aids 
6. Mechanical Make-up 
7. IrUscellaneous* 

It is held by one writer that the "orderly selection 

of textbooks reouires careful consideration of a l-̂ r̂re number 

of points, all of which can hardly be kept in mind without a 

written or printed guide.''̂  A detailed scale for evaluating 

textbooks in the social studies is ^̂ iven in an educational 

text by Binlng,^ Accordinc to a prominent authority the study 

of textbook.') should become a regular part of t le duty of every 
7 

school officer, Reeder says that "good textbooks can not be 

selected on a *hit or miss* basis or by 'meni-:iiini-mo' 

methods.® In the opinion of Norric, the choice of a textbook 

may determine the success or failure of a pupil or teacher.^ 

After considerable study of the scales of evaluation 

developed for textbooks in all fields reviewed, the following 

^ V/. 0. Underwood, "Guide for Textbook Analysis," 
Merle an Cchool Board Journal. 102;;33-4, March, 1941. 

^ ^ L. C. Stin el, "Guide for ^electing Aritlunetic 
Texts," American School Board Joarnrl, 88:44, March, 1934. 

^ A. C. Bining and D. H. Binihg, Teaohin,̂  t' e Social 
Studies in Secondary Schools, pp. 91-o, 

^'^ Charles H. Judd, "Analyzing Textbooks," Elementary 
School Journal. 1^:154, October, 1918. 

8 W. G. Reeder, The Fundamentals of Public School 
Ad;,iini3trGtion. p. 451. 

'® F. H. Norris, "Selecting a History Text for Junior 
High School," School Executive M:,:azine. 52:69, October, 1932 
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criterion for evaluating textbooks was developed, with emphasis 

on textbooks in social studies, and more especially on civics 

textbooks s 

I. PUBLICATION D/>TA 

Title of book. 

Author or authors. While this section may not be 

essential to the criterion^ it is felt that the educational 

experience of the authors should be noticed, for the organiza

tion of the material, the content, and the vocabulary are often 

dependent to some extent, not only upon the author's educa

tional background, but also upon his experience with the subject 

matter in question and his rjiov ledge of teaching methods. 

The authorship of a textbook, according to Underwood, 

should be evaluated by the consideration of five points, 

namely: training, experience, reputation, authority, and 

participation in scientific investigations,^^ Burr lists the 

author's scholarship and scientific investigations in this 

field in reading, in v/ord list, and in the teclinique of text

book construction,^^ McKillop thinks that the author's basis 

for writing the textbook is the most important consideration 

10 Underwood, loo, cit. 

1^ S, E, Burr, "The Selection of Textbooks and the Use 
of Rating Scales," American School Bot.rI Journ:il. 79:130, 
August, 1929. 
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concerning the author, while his educational experience and 

training rank next in importance,12 Whipple is one of the 

few writers who does not think that the experience and reputa

tion of the author should be included as a criterion, since 

some young author or some new writer may contribute a text 

as good or better than some of the more experienced writers,1*^ 

Although it is probable that too much weight should 

not be given to this point in the scale, it is felt that it 

should be noticed in passing. 

Publisher, Note should be taken of the publisher of a 

book in order to see whether or not the company is ranked 

among the reliable coj.ipnriies. Publishing companies do not have 

to be among the oldest, the largest, or the ones with the 

most adopted texts, in order to be able to publish a c'̂ood 

teAtbook. V/hipple viev/s the reputation of the publisher as 

being most important and feels that this should be considered 

more carefully than the reputation of the author or aut lors,^^ 

Maxwell laentions arguments that should be accepted with reserva

tion, and among them he points out that the presti; e of the 

12 J. R. McKillop, "Objective Judgment and Comparison 
of Textbooks," Ai;K.ric.;n School Board Journal. 86:54, May, 1933. 

13 Guy M. Whipple, "The Selection of Textbooks," 
American School iJoard Journal. 80:51, May, 1930. 

1* Ibid., p. 52. 
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publisher has frequently been an argument used by the repre

sentatives of large publishing companies, viho have frequently 

disparaged the books of more recent comers in the field.1^ 

Replies to a series of questions from thirty-three book companies 

that published textbooks enabled Frank Jenson to come to this 

interesting conclusion: 

It seems quite clear that the editorial staff of the 
publishing company plays a very in^ortant pert in deteririr-
ing whet shall be selected for publication and ho\ the 
rjaterial should be put up in a textbook. 1^ 

Since it is more or less a definite fact that publish

ing companies do have much to say about v/hat goes into a 

book, it seems that it would be advisable to check the reputa

tion of the publishing company, even though too much v/eight 

cannot be fjiven to it. "The textbook publisher is a clear

ing house for the best ideas in education,"17 

Copyrir.ht date. Some writers txhat have developed 

scales for the evaluation of textbooks ere not in full accord 

with the ideas presented in Reeder's book, namely: that a 

new textbook for adoption should have been revised or published 

15 "riiionson, oĵ . cit.. p. 146. 

^^ Ibid., pp. 89-90. 

1*7 Ibid., p, 85. 
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during the lest five years. The concensus of opinion seems 

to be that if books are of equal value, the one with the 

latest copyright date should be selected. 

Number of paf>;es. The number of pages and the price of the 

text may also be considered. Although too much weight should 

not be given to this matter if the books are found to be of 

equal value in other respects, 

I I . iiiTJiLMJiCAL ELEM:H;:^TS 

"The general appeal, the first impression of attractive

ness, as attractiveness is commonly understood, is herd to 

discount."IQ 

"It is probable that the acceptability of a textbook 

depends n.ore upon the style of printi.ig, illustrating and 

binding than is generally supposed."1^ 

It is a known fact today that the size of the type, 

the lengt̂ i of the lines, a the space between the lines has 

a direct effect on the speed and comprehension of a young 

reader. In^raham, who has made a study of the mechanical 

elements of a textbook, points out furtiier that the color of 

®̂ Ibid.. p, 94. 

1^ Ibid,, p. 93. 
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the pEiper and ink, the binding qualities, and the grade of 

cloth uaed in covering the book should be considered when 

Judging texts.^^ It is pro::;03ed in this study to notice the 

appearance of the book, the durability of the binding, tne 

quality, finish, and color of the paper, the si:::e, cle:-rness, 

and attractiveness of the type, and the attractiveness of 

the page. 

III. ORGAĴ IZATION 

Some authors, although they arrange their subject 

matter logically enough for a mature reader, forget the 

limited scope of the immature mind. It is therefore necessary 

to consider the general plan of the book and to see what type 

of arran;.:e.incnt has been made of the subject matter, that is, 

whether or not the divisions are ciieracterized by unity and 

continuity. Wtii|)ple says that the real test of suitability 

is the iricthod of presentation. The content may be good, yet 

if the thoughts are not well coordinated, a student and some 

teachers will not be able to UiderstiUd the meaning of the 

thoughts,21 

^^ S. G. I.igraham, "Hov? to Judge Viell Known Textbooks," 
School gxecutive V.i\ :azine. 51:367, April, 1932. 

^1 ..hippie, loc. c* t. 
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IV. SUBJECT M;.TTnR 

The character of the subject matter should be of such 

a nature that it will catch and hold the interest of the 

child. The subject matter must be developed around child 

experience. It must be written in short sentences and must 

include very few lar£;e v̂ ords. Large or new words should be 

carefully introduced, in order to motivate the interest of 

the child. 

The text should meet the local and state requirements 

and course of study, in order to fulfill the aims of the 

individual school curriculum. It should be one that can be 

adapted to different methods of teec.iing, including the library, 

laboratory, recitation, project, or unit methods. 

Individual 'ifferences should be rovided for by offer

ing material that is suitable and interesting to all types of 

students, wio are usually classified as slo\v, average, and 

gifted. "Adju8ti>icnt of textbook material to the differing 

interests and abilities of children is of vital importance 

22 in the social studies," according to EdiOnson. If the book 

is to meet the needs of the class, the material clearly should 

be suited to the aje of the child. It should develop the 

proper attitudes, habits, and skills, and should promote 

loyalty to one's school, community, and country. 

Edmonson, 02. cit.. p, 54, 
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There should be a certain balance of content, since 

any course will probably have soxne topics that deserve luore 

attention than others. Souc topics will be discussed in cne 

book more than in others, due to the interests of the particular 

author. In Judging tne text one must notice whether or not 

significant topics are stressed and less important subjects 

subordinated. Correlation of the subject matter with other 

subjects should be considered in analyzing the subject matter. 

The accuracy of the subject matter should bo checked. It is 

also necessary to notice how inclusive it is with regard to 

contemporary material, 

V. ILLUSTRATIONS, GR>\?HS, A.ND CHARTS 

The idea that pictures ;..otlvate the interest of 

children seeiLS to be a wei-l-established fact today in educa

tion, hence textbooks should be v.ell illustrated. Graphs, 

charts, and tables may be used to great advantage and should 

be considered in the evaluation of the text. Their objectivity, 

quality, and pupil appeal should be considered, as well as 

how well tiiey illustrate the subject matter of the book. 

Illustri*ted m'̂ jterial selected by several authors can vary Just 

as much as printed material in the qualities mentioned ebove, 

VI. :JV^ TO IIwTRUCTIOi^ /^D JTUDY 

Teaching aids in textbooks are needed and may be highly 
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valuable if they are properly related to the subject matter. 

One should notice whether or not they are comprehensive and 

motivate the interest of the child, as well as provide 

attractiveness in their arran̂ ten.ent, 

Ciuestions, exercises, references, and bibliography, 

if given in sufficient number, can do much toward taking care 

of any problem of individual differences that a teacher may 

have; also, if these aids are v/orded and arranged in a manner 

v/hich v/ill satisfy the variety of interests that are foiuid in 

the pre-adoloscont and the adolescent child, they can be of 

great value to a class, 

VII. Aii-ENDICES AJD INDEX 

Tne arrangement and the content of the appendices 

should be analyzed very carefully, since matorinls in this 

section may prove to be quite valuable if it is complete and 

presented in a fashion easily understood by students. The value 

of this section may vary v/ith textbooks for different subjects. 

Civics books usually have a comparatively long apnendix, con

taining such things as tne Constitution, the 3ill of Rights, 

and other sirailnr works. The same section in a mathen-atios 

book may be negligible. 

The criterion herein presented is based upon the follow

ing iirinclples: (1) Inclusiveness—all major items in score-

cards that are worthy of publication are included in this 
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criterion. (2) The scoring has been made as objective as pos

sible, since the \ eights given ere those uiied in preicticrilly 

all of the published scorecards. (3) The criterion has been 

divided into several divisions, thus providing the possibility 

of leaving out certain sections and rankin;; books according 

to the needs of the local schools, 

"xhe suggested weighted value in this criterion is based 

upon the value given to parts of a book in all of the scales 

of evaluation that arc available. Certain arbitrary weights 

have been given to the sub-divisions for the purpose of this 

study, but these may be varied to suit the particular needs 

of individual school systems. It is not assumed that the 

suggested values are applicable to every co.Tuiunity, but the 

scale in arranged so that it can be vnried according to the 

needs of a tUven state or school. 

The criterion suriiaary follows: 

'it'eighted Results of 
Value An̂ ^̂ lysis 

I. PUh^JCATION DATA 

A. Title of book 1 
B, Author or autliors 3 
J. Publisher 2 
D. Copyright date 2 
F. Number of pages 1 
F. i rice of book 1 

Total 10 

II . }rcmaCAL hLZLiEi/rs 

. , Appefrcthce of the book. . . 3 
B. Durability of binding . . . 3 
C. quality, finish, and color 

of paper 3 



17 

Weighted 
Value 

Results of 
Analysis 

D. Size, clearness, and attrac
tiveness of type 

E. Attractiveness of page . • , 
Total 

I I I . ORai^JIIZ^^IOrl 

A. > i^ral p l a n 
B. Log ica l d i v i s i o n s 
C. Summnries 

T o t a l 

IV. su:3JECT :UTT"P:R 

A, s t y l e 
B, Chi ld expe r i ence 
C. Aii.i3 . . • . , 
D. In dividual differences 

rovided for 
:̂;. Selection and balance. . . . 
F. Koral—civic values 
G. Reliability 

T o t a l 

V. ILLUJT.hiTIONS, GR/iPHS, AI.̂ D CrL.RTS 

A. Accuracy 
B. Objectivity 
C. Quality 
D. Pupil appeal 
E. Iroportion 
F. Size 

Total 

VI . AIDS TO IN3TRU:^TI0N A,'D miDY 

A. xiuestions 
1, Relation to subject 

iuatter 
2, Comprehensiveness 
0. Vbilue 
4. kotivation 
5. Arrangenent 

B. Exercises 
1. Relation to subject 

matter 
2. Comprehensiveness 

3 
3 
15 

5 
10 

20 

15 
15 
7 

15 
13 
7 
6 
CO 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
30 

10 

10 



^^ei-htei 
Value 

13 

Results of 
Analysis 

3. Sufficient number 
4. Variation in interest 
5. Individual differences 

vided for 
6. Value 
7. Motivation 
8. ;vrran;:e.uent 

0. References and 
1. Relation to 

matter 
2. Value to teacher 
3. Available 
4 . Value t o p u p i l s 
5 . Types of m a t e r i a l 
6 . U p - t o - d a t e 

T o t a l 

V I I . APihNDICSS AhD INDEX 

pro-

bibliography, 
subject 

10 

30 

A. Arran* e ent 3 
B. Content. 3 
C. Usability , . . . . 3 
D. Completeness 3 
ill. Value. . 3 

Total 15 

hating for 
Division 

Results of 
Analysis 

Division I 10 
Division II 15 
Division III 20 
Division IV dO 
Division V 30 
Division V^ 30 
Division VII 15 

Total uating 200 



CHAPTER III 

ANALYSIS OF CIVICS :hD CIT1ZEK3HIP BY HENRY NOBLE 3HI:RW00D 

Civics â -d Citize:.ship was adopted by the State Board 

of Education of the state of Texas in 1931 for the use in the 

seventii grades for a five-year period. It is still being used 

in a few of the elementary schools of the state although a new 

text has been adopted. Under the present eleven-grade system 

t/iis text is used by students in their seventh year in school, 

ranging in age approximately from eleven to fourteen years. 

This chapter is designed to show the value of the 

standards of evaluation whiclt the writer h; s developed by 

actual applicntion of the standards to the text, 

Henry Noble Sherwood, the author of Civics .na Citizen

ship, is well qualified as a writer of civics textbooks, since 

he has not only had a widespread educational background, but 

he has also been the author of four other textbooks, the best 

known and most popular of which are Makers of the New World 

and Our Country's Be^innin^ . 

The book was first printed in 1929 and reprinted in 

1934 by the Bobb'i-h> rrill Company of New York, which has been 

publishing educational textbooks for many years. It has four 

hundred and forty pages and sells for sixty cents. 

In studying the mechanic.L1 features of the text its 

appearance must be considered first. It is of tne type that 
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is not easily soiled, since the non-flexible binding has a 

rough, herd surface which is dark red in color. The book is 

of a very convenient size, since it is five and one-hnlf inches 

by seven and one-half inches and one inch thick. The paper used 

is a good quality, and has a smooth, unglazed finish which makes 

the type clear and attractive. The attractiveness of the page 

is added to by the size of tne page, seven and three-eights 

by five and one-eighth inches, and standard width margins, 

v;hile the type is only one-sixteenth of an inch high, the space 

between the lines is two-sixteenths of an inch, thus allowing 

more white space on the pa,_,e, which makes easier reading for 

children of the age that will read it. 

It is believed that the language and diction are commend

able, since they seem suitible for seventii grade students. 

Although the vocabulary and sentence structure are relatively 

simple, they become increasingly difficult toward the close 

of the book to conform v»ith the natural educational growth of 

the child. The language of the text is figurative and vivid 

wiere possible. In a discussion of "Production and Wealth," in 

regard to the increased amount of goods produced, a comparison 

is found of the farmer of today with his modern farm machinery 

and the increased amount which he is able to produce with the 

farmer of not so many years ago with a hoe and a h..nd plough 

and his limited production. About an equal amount of ei:inhasis 

if given to the development of the proper ideals in citizenship 
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and the study of the mechanics of governmental organiza

tions. 

Individual differences are provided for by the author 

in the relative difficulty of the questions at the end of 

each section end each chapter. Most of the questions could be 

answered in a brief paragraph, while some of the questions would 

require additional readin;;, and thought. For the more pro

gressive student additional reâ îi-̂  is '̂ iven at the end of each 

chapter, as well as furf^er tests and problems that are found 

in the appendix. Txhe latter are designed for a general test

ing of the pupils' civic attitudes, habits, and skills. 

Dramatization is not provided for by the author, and 

in some chapters pl-̂ ys might make certain facts more vivid to 

the students. Especially is this true with the chapter on 

health, a subject that students can tire of easily if not 

handled interestingly. The chapter on city governme: t, upon 

which such activities as organization of the class into a "city 

commission** can be easily worked into the study, could have 

been augmented by a provision for dramatization. 

It would seem that the repetition of vital facts would 

be more helpful to the child than to italicize them as the 

author has done. For example, "To coin money a mint is neces

sary. Congress has established a mint because the rigat to do 

80 is implied in the sentence of the Constitution authorizing 



the coining of money." The word "implied" is in italics, and 

this sentence is follov/ed by a discussion of the implied 

powers of Congress. As an example t lis is fine, but it fails 

to define the word "implied" so that a seventh grade student 

can rrasp its meaning. 

With right pupil citizenship a major purpose of the 

course, the text stresses character education and moral atti

tudes in both the material and the questions of the book. 

Civic and moral motives can be found interwoven into many 

subjects in all parts of the text, as v/ell as the promotion of 

the American ideals of loyalty, unity, and peace. Examples 

of character education may be found in discussions of good 

citizens in the home and school, how the Constitution protects 

homes, why it pays to go to school, and the work of the church 

in the community. Chapters on "Some Â ierican Ideals," "Our 

Country and Other Countries," and "Out of Many, One" promote 

American ideals, all of which should help to develop in the 

child an understanding of txhese ideals, as well as an a -recia-

tion for them. 

In view of the fact that this book was published in 

1934, the facts presented are accurate and up-to-date ns far 

as possible. A discussion of the nmendnents to the Constitu

tion, in which we find the Tv.entieth and Twenty-first Amend

ments explained, is included. In a discussion of labor 
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problems v/e find mention of the National Industrial Recovery 

Act and its influence on child labor ana woman labor condi

tions. 

This textbook is v/ell divided as to subject matter, and 

the sections are long and complete enough that it could be 

adapted to schools using either the library, laboratory, 

recitation, project, or unit methods. It can also be correlated 

with the I resent adopted history and geography texts in Texas. 

For example, all of P;.rt II could be correlated with Health, 

since "Health and the Community," "Hay and Recreation," 

"Protection of Life and Property," "The Unfor/iition Members of 

the Community," and "A More Beautiful Community," are the 

chapter titles of this section, and similar chapter titles may 

be found in the current Health text in Texas. Chapters on 

"Some AmericiJi Ideals," "Out of Many, One," "The Gnoice of 

Public Officials," "Meatinc the Cost of Government" could all 

be correlated with history. Chapters on "Communication" and 

"Transportation" could be correlated with geography. 

The subject matter of Civics and Citizenship is very 

well illustrated through the use of seventy-seven pictures, 

including; twenty-seven full page pictures. These seem to be 

better placed in the first three parts of the book than in 

the latter part, althoû ĥ the pictures in the lest part are 

better in quality than those found nearer the frmt of the 
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text. In the last hundred pages there are only four pictures, 

and this is material upon v/hich pictures would be easily 

secured, since it deals with the city, county, end local 

governments. 

Although the charts, tables, and diagrams add to the 

value of the book, there are only three tables, two ch:rts, and 

two dia,:r'rfi8, so the value Is not as great as it could have 

been had more been used. 

Tiie book contains no bibliography and no teacher aids, 

but references for additional study are found at the end of 

each chapter. V/hile these references are reasonably nev/ books. 

It is felt that Tm' will be found in the average Texas elementary 

school library. The appendix contains a copy of the Constitution 

of the United States and is printed in much smaller type then 

thnt used in the body of the book. There are no explanatory 

notes on the Constitution, but footnotes tell the dates of 

the adoption of the amendraents to the document. 

Civics £.n I Citizenship is outstanding in its adartability 

in seventh prade civics classes. It is written in such a 

manner that young citizens who study it should be better 

citizens, citizens who feel their responsibility tov/nrd their 

fellow man and their v^overnment, and citizens v;ho would be 

willing to pledge tneir aid tov/ard the preservation of our 

democratic form of government. 
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It places irxnrked emphasis on the art of living together 

and presents to tae pupil at nis level the same or similar 

problems, of citii:.enship that he must meet with the rest of 

his life. It stresses character education, for character 

grov;s out of meeting life situations. There is no didactic 

preaciiment, but the subject matter is so woven into the 

course as to offer ideal stress. The pupil is able to realize 

tne necessity for government and to consider with real pur

pose and meaning t:'C nature oi the tjovernment that we have 

set up in this country. 

The writer believes that the text could be improved 

by tae addition of more charts, illustrations, teacher aid^, 

and a greater variety of activities for the student. 

Weighted 
Value 

1 
3 
2 
2 
1 

X 
1 
10 
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^s. 
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1 
3 
n 

1 
1 
1 
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B. Aut̂ ior or authors 
C. PubliL'her 
D. Copyright date 
E. Number of pâ jes 
F. Price of book 

Total 

II. x.IKCHA.aOAL LLEAÔ KTS 

. Appearance of the book. . . 3 3 
B. Durability of binding . . . 3 3 
0. quality, finish, and color 

of paper 3 3 
D, 3iz.e, clearness, and attruc-

tiveness of type 3 3 
2. Attractiveness of page . . 3 3 

Total 15 15 
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III. ORGAiaZATION 

A. General plan 
B. Logical divisions . . . . 
C. Summaries 

Total 

IV. SUBJECT :.I/.TTI:R 

A. style 
B. Child experience . . . . . 
C. Ains 
D. Individual differences 
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F. Moral—civic values. . . . 
G. Reliability 
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Total 
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1. Relat ion to subject 
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2. Comprehensiveness 
3. Value 
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matter 
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7, Motivation 
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C, References and bibliography. 10 3 
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A. ArrangGxiient 3 4 
B. Content 3 1 
C. U s a b i l i t y 3 2 
D. Completeness 3 1 
£ . Value 3 1 

T o t a l 15 9 

Ra t ing for R e s u l t s of 
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Division I 10 9 
Division II 15 10 
Division III 20 15 
Division IV 80 65 
Division V 30 21 
Division VI 30 IC 
Division VII 15 9 

Total Ri.ting 200 145 
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AN ANALYSIS OF FUHDA^IMTAL^ OF CITÎ Iî I.SIIIP BY G. L. BLOUGK 

AND C, H. Iv.cCLURE 

The purpose of teaching civics is to make v̂ ortliy citi

zens. Such teaching should inform the individual about his 

social environment, inspire him to reali::e that he is an important 

member of his cormaunity and of society, and challenge hira to 

do his part sincerely and courageously. Fundamentals of Citizen

ship is \^rltten from this viewpoint. Tiiis text is by G. L. 

Blough and C. U. kcClure anu v.as adopted by ti.e State Board 

of Education of Texas, in 19C.̂ , for use in t/̂ e civics classes 

of tue seventh grades in tne eltsî itntary schools of the state. 

According to the present contract this text will remain in 

adoption until 1945, 

Mr. Blou^ is a practical classroom teacher from Joliet 

Eigii ochool, Joliet, Illinois, He has v/ritten several high 

school textL,, including a very popular book in vocational 

guidance. Dr. C. H. McClure is quite v.ell known in the field 

of social studies. He has been head of tae Depart^eiit of Social 

ociciice. State Teachers College, ?:irksville, llissouri, for a 

number of years. He has a good educational background and is 

quite active in the affairs of tne National Coduoil for the 

oocial Studies. He has written a nuxiuer of textbooks in 
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history and civics for both elementary t^id high school.^ 

There ere 445 pages in this book. It sells for eighty-

nine cents a:id v/as copyrighted in 1939, The size of the type 

is 12 point DeVinne on 14 point slu-gs, or one-sixteenth of 

an inch high v/ith tv.o-siiteenths of an inch between lines. 

The letters re of a type th it makes more white space, not 

being as huavy as t .it UL̂ ed in some textbooks. The peper is 

a high quality. The binding is a washable cloth, being 

11 :ht green in color \ ith the design on the beck in 'lack, 

making an attractive binding. V/hile tne mc^rgins are not 

standard width, enough space is allowed at the top and bottom 

of the page to make an attractive pege, 

Tae ?vuia.u.-rh-lo of Cit.x...e ship is part of the sei'ies 

Our Developing Civili;'.i'.tiu:\—a series desit^ned to stLaulate 

the pupils* intarest in the social studies, to develop in him 

an appreciation of hov; the vorld in which he lives has grown 

out of the past, and to aid him in adapting himself to the 

complexities of moc.crn life. Fundamentals of Citizeiishi. is 

planned particularly to give the pupil an understanding of 

his relationship to his ever-expanding circle of interest— 

including himself, his family, his other social groups, his 

comiaunity, and fini;lly his various governmontal units, local, 

state, and national. 

^ Letter of Frank Bunnell to the author, Chicago, 
June 9, 1941. 
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The four parts of Fund:.r centals of Citi. enshlp .re very 

well organized. The theme in Part Cne is the individual's 

responsibility to himself; in Part Two it is the individual's 

relationships - s a member ol different groups, such as the 

family, school, and cor-ixiunity; in Pert Three it is the 

comruunity vorking through the individual citizens; in Part 

Four it is the indi\idual's responsibility to his government. 

The development of the subject matter is done in e 

very logical manner with the first chapters devoted to the 

iraiividual himself, stressin, t.he importance of physical 

fitness, mental fitness, moral fitness, vocatior. L1 efficiency, 

and civic efficiency as the foimdations of good citizenship. 

From tnis point the relation is expanded to the plc.ce of the 

individual and the family, the community, and the nation. 

The content is made appealing and challenging by addressing 

much of the material to the reader and making the individual 

pupil tiX center of discussion. Facts are at. ted in his own 

lanbu. ge and the refereiiCes are made on his own level of 

experience. The vocabul ry is veil chosen and the avern :e 

student should be able to understand most of the voris. The 

less common words are explained very clearly in the context 

or defined in the footnotes. This is a good feature of tlie 

book. 

The author has included several special fe:itares tr.at 

Mid much value to the text. ''The Preparatory Note" that is 



31 

found at the hecinaing of each chapter contains a suTciary of 

those points in the chapter that might be most important, A 

good example of this is found at the beginning of the chapter 

on "Moral Fitness." 

The following chapter shows that more important than 
health and more valuable than learning is good character. 
Character can be developed Just as the body and mind can 
be trained. Ideas about right and wrong are constantly 
changing. These show the changing customs of different 
peoples in their efforts to improve themselves according 
to their ovm ideas of whet is desira;;le,^ 

A very interestingly worded preview or summary is found 

at the beginning of each part. Each of these is two pages 

long, containing a discussion that is long enough to gain the 

interest of the child in the material he is about to read. 

The "Teachers Preface" is well arranged, giving the 

purpose of the text as beli;g an aid to the development of 

worthy citizens. The objectives of teaching citizenship as 

given are: 

(1) to inform the individual about his social environ
ment, whose rules and lews guide and protect him for his 
own f̂ ood; (2) to inspire him to realize that he is an 
important member of his community and of society at large, 
and that as he gro\/S older, his help is av/aited; and (3) 
to ohallenf e him to do his part sincerely and courageously.3 

2 C. L. Blough and C. H. McClure, Fundamentals of 
Cit izenship, p. 30. 

^ I l i i d . , p. 5. 
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Individual differences are well provided for at the end 

of each chapter, "Test Exercises," based almost entirely upon 

that chapter, could serve as the minLmum requirement for all 

pupils. Good variety is found in the type of test used. At 

the end of Chapter One a coiiipletion test is found; at the end 

of Chapter Two a mr.ttching test; at the end of Chapter Three 

a comi^tion test; discussion test at the end of Chapter Four; 

and a yes and no test at the end of Chapter Five. This plan 

is followed throughout the text. 

The suggested activities contain items which may tax 

the ability of the more capable students. The activities are 

of such a nature that all students could do some of them, 

but many of them require additional reading and thought, so 

that only the better students would probably have time for 

many of these. The quality of these activities is good, as 

may be seen in this example. These "suggested activities" 

follow a chapter on the structure of the government, in which 

the development and final adoption of the Constitution is 

traced. Suramaries of the United States Constitution, the 

development and the history of political parties, and a dis

cussion of the Australian Ballot are found in this chapter. 

The suggested activities are as follows: 

1. With the help of your librarian, locate magazine 
articles describing the last presidential election. 
Write in parallel columns the most important pl.̂ nks or 
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principles in the party platforms of the Republican 
and Democrats and decide which of these have been carried 
out thus far. 

2. In the same \/ay locate the political addresses madt 
by the successful candidate for the presidency at the 
last presidential election. How far have these state
ments been adhered to by the President? 

3, Make a list of the leading statemen v/ho favored the 
new Constitution ii 1787 and those v/ho opposed it. 

4. Memorize the Preamble of the Constitution, What are 
the features in it v/hich make it so valuable an intro
duction? 

5, Write a series of arguments for continuing the two-
party system of elections for our national {̂ overnnent, 

6, Group Activity: With the help of your teacher nrjal-
nate and elect a class president, vice-president, and 
secretrry* See that all voters have first registered. 
Use the Australian Ballot. 

7. Croup Activity; Th© teac:xer may appoint sides for a 
debate on the subject, Resolved: That the radio is more 
influential than the nev;spaper in the national elections.* 

Also found at the end of each chapter ere "Aids to 

Learning." These are state, ents in heavy print which give 

the essential points included in the chapter. 

The text meets the requirements of the state curriculum, 

since it is full and complete enou,:h to be adjusted to any of 

the types of curricula now being used in Texas schools. 

Material in this text could be correlated with the material 

in other social studies textbooks in adoption in Texas in 

* Ihid.. p. 248. 
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several v/ays. Parts of the follo-̂ in;̂  chapters, end in some 

cases all of the material, could be correlated: "Modern 

Industrial Life," "Your Part in the Family," "The Inf1 lence 

of Religion," "Education and Recreation," "The Community 

Melting Pot," "The Structure of Your Government," "How You 

Uphold Your Government," "Your National Government," "Your 

Local Governments," and the chapter on "Tiie II rltage As an 

American Citizen," Health could be correlated with all of 

Part Two, "The Community Viorking through Its Citizens," 

including chapters on "Public Health," "Protection of Life 

and Property," "Educ tion and Recr̂ j tion," and "Coinmunity 

Dependents." 

Pu.Lha.i:ent«l3 of Cltiaer.ship has fewer pictures than 

Loue similar volumes, having six full page pictures and 

twenty-three half page pictures, but the lack is compensated 

for by the Inclusion of fourteen tables, fifteen charts, six

teen drawings, nine graphs, and two maps, many of these being 

pictogruphs. These are well distributed throughout the book 

and are closely related to the material discussed on the 

adjoining pages, 

A good discussion of the organization of the text is 

found in the preface, aj well ns teaching aids t:iat will 

stimulate interest and activity in the classwork, 

A valuable section on the flag is given, including its 

history, how it should be displayed, how to resyect it, and 
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the salute that is given \yiien. the pledge to the flag is said. 

Not only is this a timely section, but it also contains informa

tion that is not alv/ays easy to find, and information that 

all citizens of tne United States should know. 

The Declaration of Independence is included and is 

printed in the same size print as the print used in the context, 

Also, the Constitution is printed in the same size print. A 

sutnmary of the Constitution and the amendr,:ents to the Constitu

tion are given on pages 238, 239, 240, and 241 of the book. 

In a special section of the book is a nost interesting 

one entitled the "Compeadlum of Civic Information." The 

territories and dependencies of tne United States are listed 

in a table, Piundreds of a -to-date civic facts on tne state 

and nation are presented. Details of voting in all elections, 

detailed information of each of the three departments of the 

Federal ,;overriment, and many other interesting itu .s are 

included. This particular section adds much value to tie 

text, since practically all of this information is presented 

in cuart form, tnus showing the infor.oation clearly and allow

ing easy comparisons. T;ie book might be strengthened if some 

of this factual mnterial were included in the context. The 

legislative, executive, and Judicial departments of the federal 

government are discussed very generally. Few details are 

given, since they are included in tae Compendium. If 

file:///yiien


36 

addition?1 assignments or attention is called to these 

additional facts when the matt:rial is taken, nothing v/ill be 

lost. 

Adequate consideration is given to economic conditions, 

which are properly interrelated to the social life and to 

political institutions. The book is up-to-date, and emphasis 

is placed on ciu'rent problems, such as national defense on 

pages 255 and 256; labor problems of today, pagej 207 and 206. 

The new government agencies and modern trends in government 

are not overlooked. On parses 254 and 355 the names of ell of 

the important government agê .cies are placed in italics. A 

one-oenterce definition of each is made. 

The Tennessee Valley Authority, T. V. A., generated 
and sold electric power as the result of a program of 
dam building and pover control promoting the welfare of 
the people of the Tennessee Valley.^ 

Thirteen of the "New Deal" agencies are discussed here. 

A section called "Explanation of Terns" is found in 

the back of the text and c'ives more detailed explanation to 

less common or technical teriis, as the v/ords, "administrative 

departments," "auditor," and "collective bargaining." No 

reference is made to the paje upon which these words are found, 

and no reference is made to these terras when used in the 

^ Ibid., p* 355. 
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context. It is felt th&t this section would have aided the 

readers .-nore if somethine? like this had been done. 

As a whole this publication is a worthwhile addition 

to the teaching materials in the social stuaies field and 

should prove to be a valuable textbook Tor use of the 

seventh r̂ irade student in Texas, 
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m ANALYiilS OF OUR DEIviOCHACY BY EDWIN C. BROOME AKD 

EDWIN W. ADAI^ 

A bold and timely note for the preparation of yount: 

Americans for citizens].ip is struck in tnis notable new text. 

Our Democracy, It tahes an aggressive stand it; teacliing ucvo-

tion to the ideals for which our nation has stood as t.e lead

ing democracy of the world. This text is one of the five 

books that was recoikiicnaed to the *Jtc.te Board of Education by 

the Textbook Cô uaittee in 1940. • 

Conaiuoring tne authors first, it is found that Edwin 

Cornelius Brocue is an author with a long educational bac.:-

ground, having served in aLn.ost every capacity in our school 

systems aiid received degrees and awards from many colleges. 

He has served as rresident of tne Department of Superintendents 

of tl̂ e National Education Association and is now superintendent 

of the Philadelphia Public Schools. He has written four text

books, the latest of which is a series. Health .ad Hfi- ir.ess. 

of which pur Democracy is a part.-*-

Edwin W. Adams is an outstanding educator who is now 

serving as Associcte Superintendent of 3c lools, Philadelphia, 

1 rnnsylvania. 

^ Albert Kelson Marquis, Vlio*s Who in America. Vol. 21, 
1940, p. 427. 
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This text has four nurxared and sixty-six pages, costs 

ninety-nine cents, and was publisned in 19^9 by kecmiilan 

Company of New York. The book has a rough washable back, 

light blue in color with Lue decorations in white. The pages 

appear overcrowded with reading material, uuc to the narrow 

m rgins and less v/hite space than is found in other elementary 

school civics books. 

This book seems to be above the level of the average 

seventh grade student in Texas, oterting from the first of 

the text, "The Origin of Our /jnerican Democracy," the title 

of Chapter I would have little appeal to seventh grade stu

dents, oince it is tiot connecteu in any v/ay with their own 

experience, it is i eaningless. Larr̂ e words and long sentences 

are common in the first three chapters. "The Greek City State" 

and "King James of England" are not related to the experiences 

of elementary school students. All of which adds up to the 

fact that in the opinion of this v.riter Broome and Adams 

failed to take into consideration the proper psycholojical 

approach in this text. 

Later chapterc are written in an easier reading style, 

with shorter sentences and smaller words. Practically all 

unusual words or terms nre printed in italics and arc defined 

in the context. No summaries are found at the end of chapters 

or at the end of units, and since the material is olviously 

difficult, these would have made the book more valuable. 
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History, health, and gcocrr̂ phy courses could be 

inte.rcted with different units of this text. In fact, the 

first unit concerning the development of deT.ocracy, which was 

mentioned above, could be correlated with history. The unit 

on health and the protection of life end property could be 

correlated v/ith health. 

The "ProbleLis for Students" found at tne end of each 

chapter are good, containing several thoucht provoking ques

tions and suggestions for debates, mock elections, and note

book work. The student is given training in such activities 

as the organization and work of comTiittees, the preparation 

of original maps and graphs, the study of occupations, and 

the investigations of public and semi-publia institutions. 

Also, at the end of each chapter a "case for study" is given, 

such as the following, which is found at the end of the chapter 

concerning elections; 

For discussion: A voter is approached by a friend and 
asked to vote for a candidate whom t̂ ie former knows to be 
unsuit.'-ble. He is anxious to please his friend but at the 
sa::ie tine realises that another candidate is miich better 
fitted for the position. What should he do?^ 

In the Appendix copies are found of the Decl-ration 

of Independence and an annotated Constitution. This arrangement 

^ Edwin C. Broome and Edwin Vi, Adams, Our Democracy. 
p. 398. 
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of the Constitution should prove to be a good one, since it 

would tend to ĉ -ve the student a better chance to understand 

what v;as contained in the related paragraphs. A digest of 

simplified P' rliamentary procedure is given, and a carefully 

selected bibliography keyed with the chapters of the text. 

In a few cases in the bibllo ;raphy the selection of books 

and magazines is good, but such books as the Epic of America, 

Current History. The New Republic. and A Short History of 

Enf̂ land are not suitable for seventh grade students, since 

the material will be far too difficult for most of them. 

It is felt by this Vvriter that the two chapters con

cerned with "Laws That Everyone Should Know" is a step in the 

right direction tov/ard jetting citizens to be r.ore conscious 

of laws that will protect them in business relations, but 

there is a question as to whetiier or not such a detailed study 

should be included in a textbook for boys and girls tv/elve to 

fifteen years of at:e. 

There are one hundred and fifty-eight illustrations, 

thirteen of which are full page, and one hundred and fifteen 

are smaller photographs. There are thirty drawings. Most of 

these are well intSĉ r̂ ted with the subject matter. 

In closing, it may be said that Our Der;;ocracy is a good 

civics book in many respects, but it is too advanced in 

vocabulary and subject matter for seventh grade students as 

young as those found in Texas schools. 
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I. PUBLICATION DATA 

A, Title of book 
B, Author or authors . . . . . 
C, Publisher 
D, Copyrit̂ ht date 
E, Number of pages 
F, Price of book 

Total 

II. ICECHANICAL iXEL̂ ENTS 

A. Appearance of the book . . 
B. Durability of binding . . , 
C. (Quality, finish, and color 

of paper 
D. Size, clearness, and attrac

tiveness of type 
E. Attractiveness of page . • 

Total 

I I I . OliOfrilZATlOU 

A. General plan • . 
B. Logical d i v i s i o n s 
C. Summaries 

T o t a l 

IV, SU3J1SCT MATTER 

A. Style 
B. Child experience 
C. Aims 
D. Individual differences 

i)rovided for 
E. Selection and balance . . . 
F. Morr.l—civic values . . . . 
C, Reliability 

Total 

V. ILLUSTRATIONS, GRMHS, ;^IT) CHARTS 

A. Accuracy 
B. Objectivity 
C. Quality 
D. Pupil appeal 

Weighted 
Value 

1 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 

10 

3 
3 

3 

3 
3 

15 

5 
10 

5 
20 

15 
15 

7 

15 
15 

7 
6 

80 

5 
5 
5 
5 

Ivesults of 
A n a l y s i s 

1 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 

10 

1 
2 

2 

1 
0 
6 

5 
5 
0 

10 

5 
5 
5 

5 
10 

7 
6 

43 

5 
5 
5 
5 
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Vv'eighted Kesuits of 
Value Analysis 

S, Proportion 5 5 
F. Size 5 5 

Total 30 30 

VI. AIDS TO INSTRUCTION AND STUDY 

A, Questions 10 6 
1. Relation to subject 

matter 
2. Comprehensiveness 
3. Value 
4. Motivation 
5. Arran«:e:ient 

B, Exercises 10 8 
1, Relation to subject 

matter 
2, Comprehensiveness 
3, Sufficient number 
4, Variation in interest 
5, Individual differences 

provided for 
6, Value 
7, Motlv..tion 
8, Arrangement 

C, References and bibliography 10 7 
1. Relation to subject 

matter 
2. Value to teacher 
3. Available 
4. Value to pupils 
5. Types of material 
6. Up-to-date 

Total 30 23 

VII. Ai'i'EJiDICES AÎ D IhDEX 

A. Arrangement 3 3 
B. Content 3 3 
C. Usability 3 1 
D. Completeness 3 2 
E. Value 3 ^ 

Total 15 10 
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Rating for Results of 

Division I • . 

Division III . 
Division IV , . 

Division VI . . 
Division VII . 

Total Rating 

Division 

10 
15 
20 
80 
30 
30 
15 

200 

Analy 

10 
6 
10 
43 
30 
23 
10 
132 



ChAPT-iR VI 

AN ANALYSIS OF .ITI....>.. I. ITT Olh. D]E?.IOCRy\CY BY J. C. PARFTR, 

C. r. PATTERr^ON, AMD S. B. l̂C MISTKR 

The domin nt idea throughout Citizenshi;^ in Our Democracy 

is the responsibility of the individual to participate in the 

effective functioning of the principles and ideals of de:,.ocracy 

in all areas of human activity. The chief requisite for this 

attainment is thtit each individual think for himself, V/ith 

this thought in mind the authors developed this book. 

Three experienced educational v/riters cooperated in 

writing this book: J. C. Pirher, C. P. Patterson, and S. B. 

MoAlister. All three of these me.i have several good textbooks 

to their credit and all three have strong educational back

grounds, as well as being leaders in the field of social studies 

The book is an attractive one, having a light blue 

binding, with the title and cover design in dark red. It is 

a washable, flexible binding, and seems to be well constructed. 

The attractive pages v/ith their unglazed finish, stcindcrd 

size type, and standard width m rgins add to the a pearance 

of the book. 

The autiors use a sli;ihtly different arrangement of 

materials from that found in similar texts. After the usual 

introductory section, which presents materials for the purpose 
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of establishing the significar.ee of groups in our lives, is 

found the longest section of the text, which is on "Individuals 

through the Agency of Groups Provide Services Requiring Coopera

tive Action." Fourteen chapters, over one-half of the pa^es 

of the book, are taken up v/ith the material of this section. 

This may be compared with tho second longest section on the 

government, vhlch is given less than one-fourth of the book. 

It may be that this much material i:̂  needed on the subject, 

but it would seen tliat other sections should be given more 

attention. 

The subject matter of this text is written in a figura

tive and vivid way and is very suitable for the age child 

that will study it. Illustrations drawn from the daily 

experiences of the child are carefully woven into the materials 

and are presented in short and complete sentences. The play 

instinct of the child is recognized in both the subject 

matter and the questions. 

The questions are mostly of the "listing" and "calling 

for reports" type. More variety in the type of questions 

used might have improved them. Furthermore, the questions 

seem to lack that challenging note that they should possess. 

Many of the questions are too simple for seventh grade students; 

thought-provoking exercises could have been used to an advantage 

at the end of each chapter. This simplicity is shov;n in the 

followin examples; viz: 

http://significar.ee
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"Make a list of all of the groups to which you belong." 
"Make a list of the acts of a bed citizen," "Report to 
the class on plans of nasninston, D. C , Chicago, or 
other large cities," 

Individual differences are provided for through the context 

and the questions, but the book lacks sufficient material 

to keep the more progressive students busy. 

Loyalty, Americanism, Civics, and Moral Ideals are 

stressed throughout the book and students should receive the 

desired inspiration from studying about these. Recent policies 

and changes in the national, state, and local governments are 

mentioned in several places in the book, but very little 

discussion is given to them. 

The book is made up of many short chapters, so that it 

could be adapted to any of the current methods of teaching 

civics, but these short chapters are entirely too brief in 

most cases. A good example of this may be found in Chapter 

XIX of the text. This chapter on making our laws contains 

el :ht pages of printed material. It takes up the reason for 

laws, tho kind of laws, classification of duties of govern

ment, legislative bodies in the United States, how laws ore 

made, and lawmaking by the people. To anyone who has taught 

civics it seems unbelievable that such a big subject could 

be covered in so little space. It is possible tnat the authors 

went too far in attempting to make and to keep the context 

as simple and as brief as possible so that all would be clear 

to their young readers. 

IIXAS TECHNOIOGIUAL C O I L U I UHhAh 

^m ac*. TUAI 
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The illustrations, graphs, end charts are accurate, 

objective, and have pupil appeal. The explanations under the 

illustrations are clear and concise ai d add much value to the 

illustrated material. An explanation under a picture of the 

inside of a departî ient store is "a great variety of articles 

available requires careful buying," The exijlanation under a 

picture of J'ohn N. Gt̂ rner reads, "Vice-President of the 

United States presiding over the Senate." 

The Appendices contain a copy of the Constitution 

printed in smaller t̂ 'pe than that uiied in the context of the 

book. The Constitution is discussed in Part IV and is the 

clearest, best worded, and most thorough discussion found in 

the book. The Index contains page number references to the 

subject and to related subjects, which should prove helpful 

to students. If this section contained some of the civic 

facts which v̂ ere omitted in the chapters or soi.e additional 

exercises, tne teacher would be benefited as v.ell as the 

class, and tne book v/ould have much more value. 

Weighted Results of 
Value Evaluation 

I. lUBLINATION DATh 

A. Title of book 1 1 
B. Author or authors 3 3 
C. Publisher 2 2 
D. Copyright date 2 2 
i!. iJumber of pages 1 1 
F. I r i ce of book 1 1 

Total 10 10 
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II. ]£ZCli;:^10KL ELEi^KTS 

A. Appearance of the book . 
B. Durability of binding . . 
C. quality, finish, and color 

of paper 
D. Size, clearness, end attrac 

tivenesr, of type . . . . 
E. Attractiveness of page 

T̂ t::.l 

III. ORGAh'IZATION 

A, General plan . . . . 
B, Logical divisions , 
C, Summaries 

Total 

IV. 3UBJ;:CT ViATTER 

A. Style 
3. Child experience . . 
C. Aims 
D. Individual differences 

provided for . . . . 
E. Selection and balance 
F. Moral—civic values . 
.1. Reliability 

Total 

V, ILLU3TR.\TI0NS, GRAPHS, /vND CEA.CS 

A. Accuracy . 
B. Objectivity 
C. Quality . . 
D. Pupil appeal 
E. Proportion 
r. Size . . . . 

Total 

V.'eightod 
Value 

3 
3 

3 

3 
3 

15 

5 
10 

5 
20 

15 
15 

7 

15 
15 

7 
6 

80 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

30 

h e s u i t s of 
E v a l u a t i o n 

3 
3 

3 

3 
3 

15 

3 
5 
2 

12 

13 
13 

5 

13 
8 
7 
6 

65 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

30 

VI. AIDS TO INSTRUCTION .\ND STUDY 

A. questions 
1. Relat ion to subject 

matter 
2 . Comprehensiveness 
3 . Value 

10 10 
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B. 

C. 

Vy'eighted 
Value 

Results of 
Evaluation 

Motivation 
Arrangement 

4. 
5. 
Exercises 
1. Relation to subject 

matter 
Comprehensiveness 
Sufficient number 
Variation in interest 
Individual differences 
provided for 
Value 
!!otivRtion 
Arranceinent 

References and bibliography 
Relation to :;ubject 
matter 
Value to teacher 
Available 
Value to pupi l s 
Tyi'os of mater ia l 
Up-to-date 

Total 

10 

o 
*^ • 
3 . 
4 . 
5 . 
6 , 
7 . 
8 . 

1. 

2 . 
3 . 
4 . 
5 . 
6* 

10 

8 

30 21 

VII . APPENDICES AND LNDEX 

A . Arr''in,:orinnt 
B. Content 
C. Usability 
D. Completeness . . . . 
E. Value 

Total 

Division I 
Division II 
Division III 
Division IV 
Division V 
Division VI 
Division VII 

Total Rating 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
15 

Rating for 
Division 

10 
ir.> 
20 
80 
30 
30 
15 
200 

2 
2 
2 
2 
5 
13 

Results of 
Evaluation 

10 
10 
12 
65 
30 
21 
13 
161 

'<lj 

I 



' ^ l HAPTER V I I 

AN ANALYSIS OF GROWING IN CITIZEI-^SrilP BY J . 3 . YOUNG .̂ JH) 

E. i:. BARTON 

If textbooks were Judged only from the standpoint of 

how scientific the authors v.ere in writing and testing the 

materials of a book, then Grov/ing in Citizenship would be 

ainong the leaders. This book is characterized by richness 

of content and wealth of illustration, by cl-rlty of expression 

and care in organization, making for both an inte4:reition of 

units and an adaptability in their use. Years have been spent 

in the preparation of this book, and the material contained 

therein ha:, been tested and retested by actual classroom use. 

While these facts remain true, it was found that this book 

was designed for students older than those found in the 

seventh grades of the Texas schools and is entiroly too dif

ficult, too complete, and too advanced for them, 

Jeremiah S, Young, who is now serving as Professor 

Emeritus of Political Science at tho University of Minnesota, 

has been a leader in the field of social studies and political 

science for many years. He has been the author of several 

textbooks. Edwin M. Barton is the director of social studies 

in the public sciools of Elizabeth, New Jersey. Ue has served 

as a public school teacher and administrator for several years. 
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The book was published by the McGraw-Hill Book Company 

of New York, in 1939, It has 885 pages and cost one dollar 

and twenty-five cents. 

Each chapter is headed by a quotation carefully 

chosen to suggest the theme of the nev/ unit of work. Preced

ing each chapter is a brief statement of the aims. The man

ner of presenting the Kdterials of the book is interesting, 

and tho subject matter is full and lucid. 

The illustrations are good and <.re closely related to 

the nearby subject mdterial. The pupils should be stimulated 

to do some interesting thinking and to have some interesting 

discussions as a result of the captions accompanying each 

illustration. Charts, diagrams, pictO(jraphs, tables, maps, 

and pictures are included in the book, giving a wide variety 

of illustrations for students with many interests. 

The summaries at the end of the chapters are excellent, 

since tliey can be used to test the comprehension and mastery 

of the pupils, A section at the end of each chapter entitled 

"Word Study" is good, giving a list of the more difficult words 

in the chapter for further study and thought. 

The reference readings and suj-gested activities at the 

end of each chapter will enrich one's understanding in various 

ways, by expanding ideas treated briefly in the text, by 

giving word pictures, and by presenting Vî rious points of 

view. Also found here is a selection from outside sources that 
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has bearing on the general content of the chapter. Each of 

these quotations is accompanied by a note giving the source, 

followed by a few questions intended to aid in guiding class 

discussions, 

A section near the front of the text containing "Su«̂ --

gestions to Teachers" is coriplete and should prove helpful to 

all teachers. In the Appendix is found the Constitution, 

printed in small type, and a complete Bibliography and Index. 

In Judging this textbook according to its adaptability 

to seventh grade civics classes a different story concerning 

this book must be told. 

In the first lace, the book is too large for an 

elementary school textbook. It is one and three-fourths 

inches thick, has 885 pages, and appears as larce as the average 

collere text. Although it has an attractive binding, it is 

not v/ashable, and it is not of as good quality binding as the 

other books examined in this study. The type is smaller than 

that found in other books designed for elementary school 

students, the margins are narrow, and the pages appear over-

crov/ded. 

The organization is different in that, from a discus

sion of the /imerican people and their basic institutions, the 

student is plunged into a detailed study of the governmental 

institutions. Then sections on "Working Together to Make a 

Living," "The World of Work and One's Place in It," and 
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"Managing Our Lives and Finances" are discussed. While there 

is more logic in this arrangement than would appear from 

reading the names of these unit heads, there is not enough 

to Justify its arran^^ement. 

The summaries, the word study, the questions, and sug

gestions at the end of each chapter are worded and based upon 

experiences of older children than those found in the seventh 

grade. The authors failed to get down to the level of the 

child in the subject matter of the text. The style of writ

ing and the lack of child experiences tend to make the context 

dry and unattractive to children. Sentences in the book lack 

that simplicity that they must possess in order to hold the 

interest of the child, 

A copy of the Constitution is found in the Appendix and 

is in much smaller type than that used in the context. 

Practically no discussion is given to this document anywhere 

in the text. 

It is the belief of this writer that this book would 

be more suitable for a civics class composed of sophomores 

and Juniors in high school then a class composed of youngsters 

in the seventh grade. 

I 
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I. PUBLICATION DATA 

A. Title of book 
B. Author or authors . . . , . 
C. Publisher • • . . . . . . , 
D. Copyright date 
E. Number of pages 
r. Price of book 

Total 

II. l.iECHANICAL ELEI-IENTS 

A. Appearance of the book • • 
B. Durability of binding , , . 
C. Quality, finish, and color 

of paper 
D. Size, clearness, and attrac

tiveness of type 
E. Attractiveness of page . . 

Total 

III. ORGMIZATION 

A* General plan 
B, Logical divisions 
C. Summaries • 

Total 

IV. SUBJECT M;.TTER 

A, Style 
B, Child experience 
C, Aims 
D, Individual differences 

provided for 
S, Selection and balance . . . 
F. Moral—civic values , . . . 
G. Reliability 

T o t a l 

V. ILLUSTRATIONS, GRAih^, MD CiIAHTS 

A. Accuracy . . , . . . . . • 
B. Objectivity 
C. quality 
D. Pupil appeal 

Weighted 
Value 

1 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
10 

5 
5 

5 

5 
5 
15 

5 
10 
5 
20 

15 
15 
7 

15 
15 
7 
6 
80 

5 
5 
5 
5 

Results of 
Evaluation 

1 
3 
2 
2 
0 
1 
9 

1 
1 

2 

1 
1 
6 

3 
5 
5 
13 

5 
5 
2 

12 
10 
5 
5 
44 

5 
2 
5 
1 
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E. 
F. 

VI. AIDS 

A. 

B. 

C. 

Size 
Total 

TO INSTRUCTION AND STUDY 

1, Relation to subject 
matter 

2. Comprehensiveness 
3. Value 
4. Motivation 
5, Arrangement 

1, Rel:ition to subject 
matter 

2, Comprehensiveness 
3. Sufficient number 
4. Variation in interest 
5. Individual differences 

provided for 
6, Value 
7. Motivation 
8. Arrangement 
References and bibliography 
1. Relation to subject 

matter 
2. Value to teacher 
3, Available 
4, Value to pupils 
5, Types of material 
6. Up-to-date 

Total 

II. APiEiSDICES Ar̂ D INDEX 

A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 
E. • * - • • 

Usability 

Total 

Weighted 
Value 

5 
5 
30 

10 

10 

10 

30 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
15 

Results of 
Evaluation 

5 
5 

23 

5 
4^ 

5 
%^ 

3 

13 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
7 
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Division I 
Division II 
Division III 
Division IV 
Division V 
Division VI 
Division VII 

Total Rating 

Rating for 
Division 

10 
15 
20 
80 
30 
30 
15 

200 

Results of 
Evaluation 

9 
6 
13 
44 
23 
13 
7 

115 



CilAPTER VIII 

SUl'lhlRY AtU) CONCLUSIONS 

It is hoped that the foregoing study has shown the 

value of the use of a scorecard in the evaluation of text

books. By the use of a specific standard the Judging of the 

textbooks becomes not only easier, but more objective. There 

may be distinct, rainute, and salient features in textbooks 

which v/ill be forgotten or passed over if a carefully pre-

pr̂ .red criterion is not used. 

It is hoped th t the scale of evaluation which has 

been prepared by the vî riter will be of help to administrators 

and teachers who are called upon to select textbooks for use 

in the Texas schools. Through the specific application of 

the standard to five textbooks recently submitted to the 

State Board of Education the writer has sought to show how 

the scale may be used in a practical manner. The combined 

results of these analyses follow: 

Division 

I, Publication Data 

III. Organization 

IV, Subject Matter 

Book 
B C D 

10 10 10 

II, Mechanical Elements 10 15 6 10 

£ 

9 

15 20 10 12 13 

65 80 43 65 44 

Weighted 
Value 

10 

15 

20 

80 
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Division 

V, Illustrations 

VI, Aids to Instruction 
and Study 16 

VII. Appendices and Index 9 

Total Rating 145 

B 

26 

30 

15 

196 

Book 
C 

30 

23 

10 

132 

D 

30 

21 

13 

161 

Fundamentals of 

S 

23 

13 

7 

115 

Weighted 
Value 

30 

30 

15 

200 

Citizenship 

ranks higher than the other texts analyzed. Hov,ever, because 

of the use of the specific criterion, it may be noted that 

this text is superior in all features except illustrations. 

In the same manner the weak and strong points of the other 

texts have been pointed out. The ^̂ reatest difference betv;een 

the books was found in the style of presenting the subject 

matter and tho aids to instruction and study. 

It is hoped that the foregoing study will aid in pro

moting the use of a scorecard for more objective and practical 

textbook evaluation in Texas schools. 
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