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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The year 19 76 marks the 200th anniversary of our nation. Many 

cities and individuals are preserving parts of our heritage through the 

preservation of historically significant buildings because of the 

increasing awareness of our country's history. Many states have com

missions to locate, restore, and maintain these significant buildings. 

In Texas, the Texas Historical Commission was formed in 1963 (Texas 

Almanac, 1966-1967, 636). Committees have been and are currently 

being formed on local levels to investigate sections of cities which 

merit preservation. 

Amarillo is a young city in comparison with Galveston, San 

Antonio, Fort Worth, and Dallas, but its history is significant to 

the development of the northern extension of the state of Texas 

between Oklahoma and New Mexico, which is commonly referred to as 

the Panhandle (see Fig. 1). The cattle industry was the primary 

reason for the settlement of this part of the country. By 1890, 

Amarillo was considered the largest shipping station for cattle on 

the Fort Worth and Denver Railroad which made its way across the 

plains in 1887 (City of Amarillo, 1975, 49-53). Ranches which con

tributed to the soaring cattle industry in Amarillo were the LIT 

(1877), the LX (1877), the T-Anchor (1879), the Frying Pan (1881), 

and the XIT (1881)—to name a few (Hammond, 1971, 187). 



1. Amarillo 

2. Fort Worth and Denver 

Railroad — — 

3. Panhandle City « 

4. Santa Fe Railroad —— 

5. Washburn • 

Fig. 1. Location of the Texas Panhandle, 
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After the ranches were established and the railroad was 

readied for carrying products to and from market, other industries 

followed such as lumber, oil, and gas. By the turn of the century, 

an economic base was established that encouraged the building of fine 

townhouses. Examples of these early residences still line a two-

block area of Polk Street, serving the present while reflecting the 

rich heritage of the past. 

These houses arid the historical milieu in which they were 

created are important to Texas history and deserve the close examina

tion given to other areas of the state which have been singled out as 

historic districts worthy of preservation. 

Purpose 

The purpose of this study was to investigate the architectural 

and historical significance of eleven houses in a two-block area on the 

west side of Polk Street in Amarillo, Texas, to determine if the area 

merited consideration as an historic district. If there were adequate 

social, economic, and design history associated with the area, a 

request could be made to the city officials that the area be designated 

or zoned as an historic district. Also, a form could be completed for 

nominating the area for inclusion on the National Register of Historic 

Places. 

Justification 

The houses included in this study are located approximately 

eight blocks from downtown Amarillo along Polk Street. They were 
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built originally at the edge of town during the early years of the 

city. As the population increased from 9,957 in 1910 to approxi

mately 140,000 in 1975, these houses were engulfed by progress. 

Interstate 40 has erased several blocks of homes built during the 

early years of Amarillo, and exists beside these houses as a 

reminder of the encroachment of progress upon historical struc

tures. If attention is not called upon this area, more historical 

buildings could be lost forever. 



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Most cities have neighborhoods which are considered obsolete. 

These areas have sometimes become dilapidated and their significance 

to the development of the city has been lost over the decades. 

Through a special type of zoning, these neighborhoods are experienc

ing a rebirth by being designated as historic districts, and their 

importance is being realized by the people of the communities. 

According to Frank Gilbert, secretary of the New York City Landmarks 

Preservation Commission, a successful Historic District Program 

should meet three requirements: 

1) The areas to be designed as historic districts should 
be outstanding architecturally and historically. 
2) A local law will be needed to get the cooperation of 
all the people within an historic district. 
3) There should be a separate staff whose sole responsi
bility is historic preservation (Gilbert, 1968, 81-82). 

The National Council on Environmental Quality recommended in 

its annual report that three types of city neighborhoods be pre

served: "Areas identified with historic events of individuals; 

older, ethnic neighborhoods; and older neighborhoods with some 

special trait" (Houstoun, 1975, 24-26). 

The establishment of neighborhoods as historic districts 

usually begins with interested individuals or civic groups who ini

tiate local zoning. The local group frequently works with a city or 
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regional planner to survey the architectural merits of an area and to 

determine the boundaries for a district. Subsequent meetings are with 

the city's planning and zoning commission which takes steps to estab

lish the criteria used in evaluating the area, the limitations to be 

placed on the area, or the possibility of treating the historic desig

nation as an "over-lay" zone, one in which the designation is placed 

over the area in addition to the current zoning of the district con

cerned. According to Richard A. Hennessey, City Planner of Amarillo, 

Texas, the Planning and Zoning Commission would determine why an area 

should be preserved, what would be accomplished through the alteration 

of the city's zoning ordinance, and the boundaries for the new district, 

After public hearings for outside input, the City Commission would vote 

on the amendment to the city's zoning ordinance as presented to them 

by the City Planning and Zoning Commission. All ordinances in effect 

must be in accordance with Act 1011 A-L of the Vernon's Annotated 

Civil Statutes of the State of Texas. 

Local and state groups may be interested in having an historic 

district nominated for inclusion on the prestigious National Register 

of Historic Places. The National Register is the official list of our 

nation's cultural resources worthy of preservation. Hence, the pro

gram is interested in significant architecture, archeology, and cul

ture which may be present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, 

and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, 

materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and: 



1) that are associated with events that have made a signif
icant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 
2) that are associated with the lives of persons significant 
in our past; or 
3) that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction, or that represent the 
work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or 
that represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction; or 
4) that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history (U.S. Department of the 
Interior, 1975). 

This national recognition of historic sites was established 

within the Department of the Interior as a result of the Historic 

Sites Act of 1935. Surveys of sites with exceptional value are 

made and published by the National Park Service as well as state and 

local agencies. Historic districts listed on the National Register 

of Historic Places are growing in number, now totalling 125 (Houstoun, 

1975, 24-26). 

Texas has twenty-two districts listed on the National Regis

ter (see Appendix A). Remnants of history which help to tell the 

story of Texas are preserved in these districts. The Spanish mis

sions, such as the San Jose Mission in San Antonio, and ethnic 

settlements such as the Fredericksburg Historic District in Gilles

pie County, a German settlement of the nineteenth century, are two 

examples of unique Texas districts. At the present time there are 

no registered districts in the Texas Panhandle. 

Texas architecture has been featured in several books. In 

Texas Homes of the 19th Century (1966), Drury Blakeley Alexander 
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classified homes into three major stylistic groups: frontier-

settlement, ante-bellum south, and American Victorian (Alexander, 

1966, 8). This study was the first publication of the Texas Arch

itectural Survey. 

The second publication of the Texas Architectural Survey is 

limited to public buildings. Texas Public Buildings of the 19th 

Century, with text by Willard Robinson, includes only one building 

from the Texas Panhandle because of the relatively young age of 

the area. 

Bracken and Redway concentrated on the ante-bellum homes in 

Early Texas Homes (1956). The authors also discussed the efforts of 

individuals and groups to preserve historical landmarks in Texas. 

Welch included buildings in her classification by counties of 

Historic Sites of Texas (1972). 

The one factor relating all of these statewide studies is 

their lack of information concerning historic buildings in the Texas 

Panhandle. The primary concentration for studies has been in south 

and east Texas (see Fig. 2). 

Panhandle histories are predominantly related to towns, 

people, and counties with little mention of historic structures. 

White's Old Mobeetie: 1877-1885 is a composite of news stories from 

the Dodge City Times. McCarty's Maverick Town: The Story of Old 

Tascosa covers the beginning of Tascosa, Texas, to its death as a 

town in the late 1890s and the area's current use by Cal Farley's 

Boy's Ranch. At the present time there are two landmarks listed on 
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the National Register from the Panhandle of Texas: the Squarehouse 

Museum in Panhandle, Texas, and the Mary E. Bivins Memorial Library 

in Amarillo, Texas. 

Amarillo also has been featured in several books written, for 

the most part, by local authors. David Nail, a graduate of Texas Tech 

University, constructed his thesis around Amarillo of the 1930s (Nail, 

1973). Sallie Ruth Boaz, a University of Texas graduate, concentrated 

her efforts around the history of Amarillo in her thesis (Boaz, 1950). 

A local historian has recently compiled another history of Amarillo 

composed of contributions from Panhandle citizens involved with the 

history of the community (Hammond, 1971). Finally, two authors have 

written of their experiences in the young frontier town of Amarillo, 

Texas (Turner, 1938; Young, 1938). 

Architectural styles in the United States at the turn of the 

twentieth century were not of a distinctive nature as the Greek and 

Gothic Revivals. Books on architectural history show this period to 

be one in which many styles were combined for an overall effect. 

Ann Vanderwiken Schurtz identified building styles of home architec

ture of Iowa City, Iowa, from 1900-1940 and found that no dominant 

style existed in the structures (Schurtz, 1976). 

Economic Factors in the Development 
of Amarillo and the Panhandle 

The growth and development of Amarillo in the Panhandle of 

Texas can be largely attributed to three factors: the development 
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of ranching, the building of the railroad, and the discovery of 

petroleum. Ranching prompted early settlement of the region. The 

railroad encouraged the building of towns through the development of 

market centers. The petroleum industry provided jobs for thousands 

of people, and several "boom" towns grew from the discoveries of 

oil, gas, and helium in the Panhandle. 

By 1885 approximately forty ranches had been established in 

the Texas Panhandle, using various brands, owned by several associa

tions, and ranging in size from the large operation of corporation-

controlled ranches like the XIT to the smaller individually-

controlled ranches like the Turkey Track operated by W. S. Gregg 

in 1900. At least fifteen ranches were controlled by British 

investors, one by Scottish investors, and the remainder by local 

land owners (Grain, Map, 1965). Among the first were Charles Good

night and T. S. Bugbee who entered the Panhandle around 1874. 

British capital nourished the LX Ranch, and many of the early 

property owners in Amarillo were LX cowboys. H. B. Sanborn, J. F. 

Glidden's partner in the sale of barbed wire, operated the Frying 

Pan Ranch. Many of Sanborn's hired hands were also early land 

owners of Amarillo. Another large land owner in the Panhandle was 

R. B. Masterson on whose ranch the first gas well was discovered in 

1918 (Board, 1976, 1-2G). 

In 1879 land was set aside by the Texas legislature as 

payment for the construction of a new capitol building in Austin, 

Texas. In 1881 the contract was given to Mathias Schnell who sold 
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three-fourths of the interest to Abner Taylor, G. C. Babcock, and 

John V. Farwell. The contractors ran short of funds and were not 

able to sell the land. They were forced to borrow money in England 

from the Capitol Freehold Land and Investment Company through which 

the ranch was controlled financially (Key, 1972, 22). 

The development of ranches such as the LX, Frying Pan, and 

XIT encouraged settlement of the plains. The coming of the railroad, 

however, encouraged the growth of towns throughout the region. The 

most successful city to be influenced by the Fort Worth and Denver 

was Amarillo. In April of 1887, James T. Berry was approached by 

businessmen from Colorado City, Texas, south of Palo Duro Canyon, 

to establish a townsite to take advantage of trade north of Palo 

Duro Canyon in the Panhandle. The location of Wild Horse Lake at 

the head of Amarillo Creek attracted Berry because it was an ideal 

location for the shipment of cattle. Berry filed an application 

with the General Land Office to purchase the land around the area, 

and a survey was made by Henry H. Luckett. On August 30, 1887, 

Potter County was officially organized. There was rivalry for the 

site of the new county seat by three land owners: James T. Berry, 

W. B. Plemons, and H. B. Sanborn. Names for the proposed town 

ranged from Oneida to Plains City. Historians disagree about the 

origin of the final name chosen, but most accept that the city was 

named for Arroyo Amarillo, a nearby stream. An election was held, 

and Berry's site was chosen as the location of Amarillo, the new 

county seat of Potter County (Archambeau, 1976, 2F). 



13 

In the summer of 1887, the Fort Worth and Denver completed 

a line to Amarillo. All along the line, new towns were beginning. 

Washburn, a few miles southeast of Amarillo, began to grow and com

pete with Amarillo as a center for trade. The Fort Worth and Denver 

built a line from Panhandle City, where the Santa Fe had stopped, to 

Washburn in 1887-1888. This encouraged the growth of the small com

munity. 

Meanwhile, business in Amarillo was booming. The Post Office 

was established on September 23, 1887, with Robert McKenzie as the 

first Postmaster. In the spring of 1889, heavy rains and a flood 

caused businesses located along Berry's lake site to move to the more 

attractive Sanborn site along Polk Street. The courthouse was moved 

closer to the new center of town, and saloons began to line Polk Street. 

Sanborn constructed the Amarillo Hotel at Third and Polk Street in 1889, 

and it became a landmark of hospitality across the Panhandle (Ibid.). 

In 1897 J. J. Hagerman, a New Mexico town developer, proposed 

to R. E. Montgomery of the Pecos Valley and North Eastern, that a line 

be built between Roswell and the Panhandle of Texas. Hagerman favored 

Washburn as the final destination, but H. B. Sanborn sent his lawyer, 

S. H. Madden, to Chicago to convince the financial backers that 

Amarillo would be a better location for the railhead. In 1898 the 

final decision was made, and in 1899 the line was completed to Amarillo. 

The Santa Fe purchased the line and began its operations on March 1, 

1899. On October 1, 1899, the Santa Fe moved its general offices from 

Panhandle City to Amarillo. This move greatly reduced the chances of 

^ 
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Washburn to develop as a rival city of Amarillo. The final blow, how

ever, came when the line which had been built between Washburn and 

Panhandle City by the Fort Worth and Denver in 1888, was abandoned in 

1908 as the Santa Fe built a line directly to Amarillo from Panhandle 

City (Ibid.). 

The building of the railroad was vital to the growth of 

Amarillo. The junction of the two lines made the young city one of 

the largest shipping stations for cattle in Texas. The railroad 

encouraged growth of business through the shipment of supplies for 

a growing city. If the railroad had altered its course, Amarillo 

would not have developed as quickly, nor to the extent it is today. 

The railroad made major contributions to the economy of the city. 

Movement of the general offices of the Santa Fe created jobs, and 

established the economic force of the railroad within Amarillo 

(Archambeau, 1976, 2, 8F). 

The third major influence upon the economic development of 

Amarillo and the Panhandle of Texas, was the discoveries of gas, 

helium, and oil. Charles Newton Gould, a University of Oklahoma 

geology professor, surveyed the Panhandle from 1903-1905 and filed 

his report with the United States Geological Survey, as commissioned 

by Theodore Roosevelt. In 1916 M. C. Nobles and T. J. Moore 

approached Gould about a favorable location for oil within the 

Panhandle. The John Ray Dome of the R. B. Masterson Ranch north 

of Amarillo was recommended by Gould as a likely spot to begin. 

After securing oil and gas leases north of the Canadian River, 
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drilling began on Masterson land in December 1917. On December 18, 

1918, the first gas well was completed for five million cubic feet 

of gas per day. The second gas well in the Panhandle was completed 

twenty-five miles east of the discovery well in 1920 for fifty mil

lion cubic feet of gas per day. Seven miles northwest of Amarillo, 

another well was drilled into the Cliffside Field on the Bush Dome 

which produced eight million cubic feet of gas which had a high 

helium content. The United States Government took control of the 

Bush Dome wells and area in 1928 as a gas reserve and helium 

storage. In 1921 Gulf Oil Company drilled the first oil well in 

the Panhandle on S. B. Burnett's 6666 Ranch north of the town of 

Panhandle. This discovery led to the drilling of several more wells 

by other companies. By 19 71, 106 oil and 112 gas fields had been 

drilled in the Texas Panhandle, and more than 25,000 wells were 

drilled in twenty-six coimties (McKee, 1976, 33G; Key, 1972, 256-

264). 

It is evident that cattle, the railroad, and the oil, gas, 

and helium industries contributed to the social and economic growth 

of Amarillo and the Panhandle. The economic foundation created by 

these industries enabled business to prosper and encouraged the 

building of a city. The structures within the city reflect the 

rapid growth of Amarillo, the many houses built between 1900-1920 

express the new wealth within the city as a result of the major indus

tries centered there. The need for expression of an art form was also 

exhibited through the styles chosen for the buildings and houses within 

the city. 
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Amarillo is a young city. Through the establishment of three 

major industries in the region, however, the city quickly developed 

a strong economic system, and became a social and economic leader in 

the Panhandle and the state of Texas. 
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CHAPTER III 

METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

For this study, the west side of the 1600 and 1700 blocks 

of Polk Street in Amarillo, Texas, was analyzed through case studies 

of eleven houses. Primary sources were used whenever possible, such 

as deeds recorded at the Potter County Court House, newspapers con

temporary with the house, and the property abstracts. Title searches 

were made as needed to determine, if possible, when the land was 

acquired, when the house was constructed, and a list of the property 

owners. 

People associated with the houses (for example, current 

owners, former owners, and descendants of the original owners) were 

interviewed with the aid of a prepared schedule. The interview 

schedule (see Appendix B), developed by the researcher, encom

passed many questions included on the National Register of Historic 

Places Inventory-Nomination Form. 

Black and white exterior and interior photographs of the 

houses were made by the researcher for stylistic analysis. 

17 



CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS 

The eleven houses along the two-block area of Polk Street 

represent both typical and atypical findings. That is, around the 

turn of the twentieth century no particular architectural style for 

domestic use prevailed. Hence Texans who elected to build along 

Polk Street in Amarillo chose from an array of designs that varied 

from stately Neo-classic that was freely adapted to meet current 

taste to the Bungalow and Prairie styles which were given importance 

by Chicago architects who were gaining recognition. When the houses 

were analyzed stylistically, six styles were identified among the 

eleven houses. To have such a mix in a limited space is seen usu

ally in an open-air museum where different types of dwellings have 

been moved into an area to save the structures and/or to represent 

a style. 

Identifying the predominant style for the structures was a 

challenge because of the eclecticism that continued to be in vogue. 

Therefore the style or label that the researcher chose to use was 

based on features of the style that tended to dominate. The six 

styles with a brief explanation of each follows. 

1. Neo-classic—use of classic motifs, symmetry, columns 

of the classic order, white trim. 

2. Queen Anne—pedimented gables, decorations within gables, 

lack of symmetry. 

18 
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3. Bungalow—low, usually one and one-half stories in 

structure, double gables over porch. 

4. Prairie—open floor plan, attempt to incorporate nature 

in design through use of balconies and natural colors (that is, 

browns, beige). 

5. Dutch Colonial—shed dormers, Dutch door, Dutch kick 

roof. 

6. Modem—low, brick structure of contemporary design. 

Table I, page 20, lists the houses as located down the block 

from north to south, and the probable construction date, style, occu

pation of original builder, and condition of the structure. The 

houses in Amarillo are generally known by their current owner's name 

rather than a romanticized title. Most of the houses are still pri

vate residences although mixed land use is becoming evident (that is, 

multi-family, business, and the Junior League Headquarters). The 

relationship between the economic structure of the area and the 

building of the houses is shown through the occupation of the 

original builder. The importance of ranching and the railroad is 

evident. 

Most of the houses were constructed between 1910-1916. From 

the standpoint of design, this period is most frequently associated 

with Art Nouveau. Art Nouveau had more influence on building details 

and accessories (that is. Tiffany lamps, bronzes, and accent furniture 

pieces) rather than on structure. The Art Nouveau influence in the 
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20 

SUMMARY OF DATA FOR HOUSES LOCATED ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE 

1600 AND 1700 BLOCKS OF POLK STREET IN AMARILLO, TEXAS 

House 

Harrington 

Brown, Graham, 
and Co. 

Clayton 

Maddox 

Southern 

Houghton 

Pond 

Cornelius 

McDonald 

McDonald 

Deane 

Date 

1913 

1914 

1912 

1960 

1906 

1912 

1910 

1910 

1912 

1916 

1915 

Style 

Neo-classic 

Neo-classic 

Queen Anne 

Modem 

Bungalow 

Bungalow 

Dutch Colonial 

Prairie 

Prairie 

Queen Anne 

Dutch Colonial 

Occupation 
of Builder 

Rancher 

Railroad 

NA 

NA 

Rancher 

Rancher 

Railroad 

Lumberman 

Grain Dealer 

NA 

NA 

Condition 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Good 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Fair 

Fair 

Good 
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Amarillo houses is evidenced by 1) the brass light fixtures with art 

glass shades, and 2) the motifs in the beveled, leaded, and stained 

glass windows. 

Structural influence came from several sources. The Colonial 

Revival was promoted by the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition held 

in 1876 and encouraged a return to the styles of architecture built 

in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. Traditional

ists also relied on the classic lines of the Neo-classic which had 

been popularized once again by the Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 

1893. The Queen Anne style was also revived by the Columbian Expo

sition. The picturesque as designed by Richard Norman Shaw in 

England (1874-1886) and popularized by Henry Hobson Richardson 

returned to architecture through the use of structural designs such 

as English half-timbers within large pedimented gables. 

The currently contemporary styles were expressed by those 

individuals who chose the Bungalow and Prairie styles of architec

ture. The Japanese Pavillion at the Columbian Exposition sparked 

ideas which led to the progressive viewpoints of such architects 

as Frank Lloyd Wright. The Bungalow showed the Japanese influence 

through its low, one and one-half story structure and the use of 

the concaved gables. The incorporation of nature through the use 

of colors from nature and balconies to bring nature into the house 

characterized the Prairie style. 

An examination of the original builders' occupations revealed 

information concerning social and economic aspects associated with 

the houses. Predominant occupations within the area were connected 

..i:^ 
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with the ranching and railroad industries (see Table I). In some 

cases, later occupants were also significant because of their adapta

tion of the house as well as being community leaders. For example, 

Don Harrington, who was associated with the gas industry, and was 

the second owner of the Harrington House, added to the elegance of 

the structure by installing French parquet floors and elaborate 

chandeliers. An attempt was made to determine family composition 

of the original builders to see if a relationship between the floor 

plan and family needs existed. Regardless of composition there was 

an average of four bedrooms per house. 

Although the houses vary in style, they hold several char

acteristics in common. In design the use of columns and other 

classic motifs in exterior appearance was popular. Brick was the 

dominant birLlding material. The use of dormers was evident in six 

of the houses. All of the houses incorporated double hung windows, 

while varying the types of glass used. Seven of the houses were 

entered through doorways which were framed by side lights. 

Inside, the importance of the stairway was apparent by the 

placement within the Reception Hall in seven of the houses. The use 

of woods throughout the houses indicated the importance which was 

placed on craftsmanship in these structures. Five houses incorpor

ated the use of mahogany and oak, and four used maple. Two of these 

houses utilized the combination of all three kinds of wood. 

Classic motifs were obvious in seven of the houses: columns, 

pilasters, and cornices. Wood mantels dominated as opposed to stone. 

^ î ^ 



23 

marble, or iron mantels. Fireplaces in five of the houses utilized 

marble facings. 

Technical advances of the era appeared in the houses. 

Several of the buildings contain the original brass light fixtures. 

In the Brown, Graham, and Company House, the wall fixtures could be 

converted from gas to electricity by the turn of a switch. This 

house and the Harrington House also contain a central vacuum system 

which has outlets on each floor. The utilization of steam heat from 

coal furnaces was in four of the houses. All of the furnaces have 

been converted to gas and are still in working condition. 

In studying these structures, an outline was designed for 

presentation of the data. The order of significance was decided by 

the researcher as a result of data collected about each house and the 

families associated with each edifice. The following points were 

considered about each: 

1. Design of house—exterior and interior. 

2. Scope of involvement and influence of family—local, 

regional, state, nation 

3. Occupation of head of household 

The condition of the structures was determined by the researcher 

according to the following ratings: 

1. Excellent—building well constructed and has received 

regular maintenance; 

2. Good—building is structurally sound, but has not 

received regular maintenance; 

:^ 



^ 

24 

3. Fair—building is beginning to show signs of natural 

deterioration. The structure is sound, but damage is visible. 

The historical data reflects the approximate date of con

struction, significance of occupants, and other relevant information. 

The architectural data includes a general description of the physical 

characteristics of the house. The ownership history contains the 

grantor, grantee, date of transaction, and comments of explanation 

about the transaction. This information was obtained through access 

to the Potter County Deed Indexes and Records, City of Amarillo Tax 

Records, house abstracts, and newspapers contemporary with the 

houses. Sources are listed for each house. 

Following the outline of each house are exterior and interior 

photographs taken by the researcher for clarification and stylistic 

analysis. 
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NAME OF STRUCTURE: Don Harrington House (1913) 

LOCATION: 1600 Polk 

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: National 

PRESENT USE: Residence 

CONDITION: Excellent 

HISTORICAL DATA: 

Built for Patrick H. Landergin and John Landergin (brothers) 

Occupation: Ranchers 

Family: Patrick married Mary Louisa Corbin and they had 
one daughter, Alice. Mrs. Landergin died in 1913 before 
the house was finished. John never married. 

Alice Landergin married Grady Nobles in 1920. 

Frank Donegan, Patrick's nephew, also lived in the house 
and managed Landergin Brothers Company after Patrick's 
death in 1929. 

Nobles became president of Landergin Brothers Company 
after Donegan's death in 1942. 

Built by Shepard, Frarrar, and Wiser of Kansas City, Kansas 

Interior design by Robert Keith Furniture and Carpet Company 
of Kansas City 

Sold in 1940 by the P. H. Landergin Estate to D. D. Harrington 

Occupation: Gas Industry; Harrington and his partners 
were among the first to recognize the value of gas to 
the petroleum industry. 

Family: Wife-Sybil Harrington 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA: 

Style—Neo-classic—Plate 1 

Two-story portico 

Eight Ionic columns 
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Cornice with dentils 

Parapet with centered balusters 

Symmetry 

Five bays with centered doorway 

Doorway framed with transom and side lights 

Chimney on each end 

One-story wings 

North—porte cochere 

South—sun porch 

Modified Doric columns 

Parapet with balusters 

Four dormers break hip roof line 

Cast iron balconies project from second story windows 

Porch outlined by balustrade 

Two planters 

Balanced landscaping 

Exterior 

2 1/2 story with basement 

Dark red brick with green tile roof 

Windows 

First floor 

Double hung (6/1) topped by a 3-pane arch 

Framed by cut stone details with keystone accent 

Second floor 

Bay window 

Double hung 
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Interior 

First floor 

10' ceilings 

Elaborate woodwork 

Public Rooms 

Vestibule 

Tile floor 

French door framed by side lights 

Reception Hall (entrance hall)—Plates 2, 3, 4 

Multi-level centered mahogany staircase divides at 
landing to form two flights which lead to second 
floor hallway; a separate flight descends to base
ment—Plates 2, 3 

Two octagonal newel posts—Plate 4 

Staircase is outlined by the handrail that forms a 
semicircle on the second level—Plate 3 

French parquet oak floor—installed in 1953 by the 
present owner; the pattern combines the basket 
weave with the diamond 

North of staircase is entry to elevator 

Drawing Room (south of Reception Hall)—Plate 5 

Mahogany cornice and door facings 

Fireplace with mahogany mantel and black marble 
facing 

Satin damask wall covering of 18th century English 
design 

Dining Room (west of Drawing Room)—Plate 6 

Oak woodwork—exposed beams, wall paneling (ornamented 
with quatrefoil), window trim, mantel 

French parquet floor 

Triple window with leaded panes 

^ - ^ 
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Butler's Pantry (west of Dining Room)—Plate 7 

Nickel-plated drain board and plumbing fixtures 

Glass-front china cabinets 

Kitchen—Plate 8 

Original ice box 

Remodeled 

Palm Room (south of Dining Room)—Plate 9 

Vaulted ceiling 

Double-hung windows on two sides of room 

Window behind fountain has been paneled and windows 
on each side ornamented with iron grill work 

Granitoid floor 

Sun Room (south of Drawing Room)—Plate 10 

French doors leading into room from Drawing Room 
and front porch 

Fireplace with wood mantel and marble facing 

Pilasters from mantel to cornice 

Chimney shared with fireplace in Drawing Room 

Library (north of Reception Hall)—Plate 11 

Oak paneling, leaded glass bookcases, mantel 

Pargework ceiling 

Separated from Red Room by a hallway which leads 
to the porte cochere 

Red Room (west of Library)—Plate 12 

Second floor 

9'3" ceilings 

Decorative wood trim 
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Central hallway 

Four bedrooms, two baths 

Master bedroom (south of stair landing)—Plates 13, 14 

Mahogany cornice, mantel, sleigh bed 

Green marble facing on fireplace 

Master bath—Plate 14 

Built-in medicine cabinets, framed by double-
hung, stained leaded glass window 

Lower section of walls tile 

Second bath across hall similar in detail 
(windows and cabinets) 

Secondary bedroom—Plate 15 

Fireplace—wooden mantel with Neo-classic detail 

Wooden cornice 

Adjoining sitting room and wardrobe 

Third floor 

8'3" ceiling 

Woodwork pine 

Reached by elevator or service stair 

Three small bedrooms 

One bath 

Linen closet 

Silver closet 

Now used for storage of many of the original furnishings 

Basement 

B i l l i a r d Room—Plates 16, 17 

Brick wal l 
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Brick fireplace 

Eleven plaster-cast friezes of the Landergin Ranch 

Laundry Room 

House incinerator 

Fruit Room 

Boiler Room 

Fuel Room 

Storage Rooms 

Dependencies—Plate 18 

Same dark red brick as main house 

Three-car garage with servant's quarters above 

Animal stalls with a hay loft (now converted to 
servant's quarters) 

Grounds—Plate 19 

Lots 22, 23, and 24 

Behind house 

OTHER: 

Inter-house telephone system 

Built-in vacuum system 

•Mb 
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OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

GRANTOR 

L. 0. Thompson and 
L. A. (wife) 

L. M. Price and 
Bertie 

H. Brower and 
Cora 

F. W. McEwen 

Estate of P. H. 
Landergin 

GRANTEE 

P. H. Landergin and 
John Landergin 

P. H. Landergin and 
John Landergin 

P. H. Landergin and 
John Landergin 

P. H. Landergin and 
John Landergin 

D. D. Harrington 

DATE COMMENTS 

5-11-12 Anthony Sub
division, 
Plemons Addi
tion, Lots 1, 2 

5-14-12 Lots 3, 4 

1-30-15 Lots 23, 24 

10-2-17 Lot 22 

10-22-40 House and Land 
(House on Lots 
1, 2, and 3) 

SOURCES: 

Harrington, D. D. Abstract. 

Seewald, Mrs. Hughes. Amarillo, Texas. Interview and tour 
of Harrington House. March 29, 1976. 

Seewald, William Hughes. "The Landergin Mansion." December, 
1972. (Typewritten.) 
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pi_^TE l - -Don H a r r i n g t o n House (1914) 

1600 Polk 
K e o - c l a s s i c S t y l e 

PTĴ TE 2 - - R e c e p t i o n H a l l w i t h French 
p a r q u e t f l o o r , ir.ahogany 
s t a i r w a y , e l e v a t o r 
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PLATE 3—Mahogany StairA'jell 

PLATE 4—Mahogany Stairway to Basement 
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PLATE 5—Drawing Room w i t h mahogany c o r n i c e and 
door t r i m , b r o c a d e w a l l c o v e r i n g , 
F.ahofanv f i r e p l a c e m a n t e l and m a r b l e 
f ac ing 

PLATE 6—Dining Room w i t h cak p a n e l i n g , beams, and 
f i r e p l a c e m a n t e l , q u a t r e f o i l d e s i g n s 
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: t ry w i t h g l a s s f r o n t c a b i n e t s pT AT-TT / - - B u t l e r ' s pani _ _ . T. • 
^'-'"^ , „ d n i c k e l - p l a t e d drainboard and plumbing 

f i x t u r e s 

P]AT£ 8 — O r i g i n a l i c e b o x 
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PLATE 9 Palm Room with granitoid floor, 
fountain, and ironwork on two 
windows 

PLATE 10—Sun Room with granitoid 
floor, fireplace 
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PLATF 1 1 - L i b r a r y with oak pane l ing and book
cases with leaded g las s panes ; 
pargework c e i l i n g s 

PLATE 12—Red Room—office for P. H. Landergin 



43 



X" 
gaftBP^^> 



^^^g*^j^ 

44 



^^wwnM wmm 

PLATE 13—Master Bedroom with mahogany trim 
and fireplace mantel, green marble 
facing on fireplace 

PLATE 14--Bath with built-in cabinets and 
stained leaded glass windows 
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PLATE 15--Secondary bedroom f i r e p l a c e w i t h 
marble f a c i n g , wood m a n t e l w i t h 
N e o - c l a s s i c d e t a i l 

PLATE 1 6 — B i l l i a r d Room w i t h p l a s t e r f r i e z e , 
tv;o n i e c e s of o r i g i n a l f u r n i t u r e 
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PLATE 17—Billiard Room with brick walls 
and fireplace, plaster friezes 

PLATE 18 —Servant's quarters 
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TEXAS TECH LIBRARY 
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PLATE 19—Landscaping west of house 
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NAME OF STRUCTURE: Brown, Graham, and Company House (1914) 

LOCATION: 1608 Polk 

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: No historical significance 

PRESENT USE: Accounting firm—Business 

CONDITION: Excellent 

HISTORICAL DATA: 

Built for J. D. Shuford 

Occupation: Livestock agent for the Fort Worth and Denver 
Railroad 

Family: Wife 

Built by Shepard, Frarrar, and Wiser of Kansas City, Kansas 

Owned briefly by several families. The house was purchased 
by Graham, Glover, Brown, and Brown in 1957. 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA: 

Style—Neo-classic—Plates 20, 21, 22 

One-story portico 

Eight white round columns 

Entablature with modillions 

Parapet with balusters 

Balustrade 

Symmetry 

Two dormers break hip roof 

Four bays on second floor 

Three bays on first floor 

Four columns on either side of porch 

Balusters on either side of porch 
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Planters on either side of house 

Doorway framed by side lights on either side of door 
supporting an entablature—Plate 22 

Exterior—Plates 20, 23 

2 1/2 story with basement 

Dark red brick with white trim 

Green tile roof 

Windows 

First floor—double hung (6/1) topped by a wooden arch 

Second floor—double hung 

Dormers—double hung (4/1) 

Interior—Plates 24-36 

First floor 

10' ceilings 

Elaborate woodwork 

Public Rooms 

Vestibule—Plate 24 

Storage with a metal pan for boots 

French doors, each with 12 beveled glass panes, 
framed by side lights 

Reception Hall—Plates 25, 26, 27 

Oak staircase, mouldings, and trim—Plate 25 

Multi-level staircase on south side ascends to 
a landing, crosses to the north, rises to second 
floor, crosses again and rises to third floor 

Octagonal newel post 

Three balusters per tread which support oak 
handrail 
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Early thermostat—Plate 26 

First landing—leaded stain glass window with an 
intertwining blooming wisteria vine pattern, window 
seat, oak trim, brass hardware, two brass light 
fixtures on wall on either side of window— 
Plate 27 

Brocade wall covering 

Drawing Room (south of Reception Hall)—Plates 28, 29 

Fireplace with oak mantel and tile facing— 
Plate 28 

Oak cornice, trim around windows, and over radiators 

Original brass chandelier 

Brocade wall covering—Plate 29 

Brass wall fixtures convert to gas or electricity 

Dining Room (north of Reception Hall)—Plates 30, 31 

Cornice which displays classic motif 

Painted wood paneling with brocade insets 

Original brass chandelier; removable florescent 
lighting added by business 

Two stained leaded glass windows—Plate 31 

Butler's Pantry (west of Dining Room)—Plate 32 

Double hung window 

Cabinet storage with glass doors 

Kitchen (west of Butler's Pantry) 

Original vents and sink 

Adjoining pantry with an exterior door as a 
service entrance 

Breakfast Room (west beyond Reception Hall)—Plate 33 

Oak trim 
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Original light fixture 

Double hung windows 

Second Floor—Plate 34 

8' ceilings 

Oak storage cabinets—Plate 34 

Four bedrooms 

Gas jet fireplace facades 

Two bedrooms have adjoining bath 

Bath—Plate 35 

Porcelain tile 

Leaded stained glass window 

Built-in cabinets, drawers, curling-iron heater 

Radiator 

Lavatory on a pedestal 

Third Floor 

Two bedrooms for servants 

One bath 

Basement 

Stairs behind main staircase 

Coal furnace—converted to gas 

Incinerator 

Cool storage with slanted shelves for wine storage 

OTHER: 

Interhouse telephone system—Plate 36 

Central vacuum cleaning system 
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OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 
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GRANTOR 

Louis Anthony and 
Fannie P. 

E. E. Adams and 
Allie 

J. B. Sneed 

Mrs. J. D. Shuford 

R. S. Killough 

T. B. Davis 

T. B. Bailey 

Harold V. Johnson 

GRANTEE 

E. E. Adams 

J. B. Sneed 

J. D. Shuford 

Dr. R. S. 
Killough 

T. B. Davis 

T. B. Bailey 

DATE COMMENTS 

4-16-12 Block 226, Lots 
5 and 6 

5-15-11 

2-6-13 

2-3-27 

11-18-46 

1-3-56 

Harold V. Johnson 6-26-56 

Glover, Graham, 1957 
Brown and Brown 

SOURCES: 

Amarillo Globe Times. August 19, 1974. 

Brown, Bob. Amarillo, Texas. Interview and tour of house. 
March 20, 1976. 
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PLATE 20—Brown, Graham, and Company House (1914) 
1608 Polk 
N e o - c l a s s i c S t y l e 

PLAIE 21—Columins s u p p o r t i n g po rch 
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PLATE 
2 6 - T h e r m o s t a t l o c a t e d on s i d e o f s t a i r w a y 

PLATE 2/ S t a i n e d l e a d e d g l a s s window on s t a i r l a n d i n g 
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PIATE 28—Drawing Room; o r ig ina 1 b rass l i g h t f i x t u r e , 

f i r e p l a c e with 
and oak tr im 

t i l e facing and oak m.antel, 

PLATE 29--Brocade wall covering and wal l l i g h t 
f i x t u r e in Drawing Room 
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PLATE 3 2 - B u t l e r ' s Pantry with g l a s s window cab ine t s 

PLATE 33—Breakfast Room with oak t r im 
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PLATE 36—Interhouse telephone 
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NAME OF STRUCTURE: William B. Clayton House (1912) 

LOCATION: 1612 Polk 

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: No historical significance 

PRESENT USE: Multi-family dwelling (rental property) 

CONDITION: Good 

HISTORICAL DATA: 

Built in 1912 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA: 

Style—Queen Anne (Revival)—Plate 37 

Pedimented gables with scalloped wooden shingles 

Porch extending across 2/3 of facade supported by 
modified Doric columns 

Lack of symmetry 

Exterior 

White 1 1/2 story wood frame structure 

Wooden clapboard siding 

Central chimney—rusticated concrete 

Side lights frame door 

Double hung windows 

Interior 

First floor 

12' ceilings 

Original copper chandelier 

Entrance Hall—Plate 38 

Altered 
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Brick fireplace incorporated into angled wall to 
share chimney with two other fireplaces 

Living Room (north of entrance hall) 

Fireplace has been covered 

Can be separated from Dining Room by paneled 
sliding doors 

Dining Room (west of Living Room)—Plates 39, 40 

Original copper chandelier—Plate 39 

Large, double-hung windows 

Massive sliding, painted wood doors—Plate 40 

Third side of fireplace 

Kitchen (west of Dining Room) 

Door to service porch 

Remodeled 

Bath (south of Kitchen behind stairs) 

Stairway to second floor—Plate 41 

Landing reflects exterior structure of roof line 

Second Floor—Plate 42 

8' ceilings which reflect exterior structure of roof line 

Three bedrooms with walk-in closets 

One bath 

Dependencies 

One-car garage 

Servant's quarters 
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OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 
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GRANTOR 

Louis Anthony and 
Fannie P. 

L. M. Price and 
Bertie 

L. 

L. 

GRANTEE 

M. Price 

H. Charless 

DATE 

5-2-12 

5-30-13 

COMMENTS 

Lots 7 and 

J. H. Charless 

G. T. Oliver 

Maymie L. Oliver 

G. T. Oliver 5-30-13 

Maymie L. Oliver 3-10-21 

William B. Clayton 8-13-49 

SOURCES: 

Ashby, D. S. Amarillo, Texas. Interview. April 1, 1976. 

Blackburn, Mrs, J. R. Amarillo, Texas. Interview and tour of 
house. March 28, 1976. 

City of Amarillo Tax Office. Tax Records. 

Potter County Deed Index. 
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PLATE 37—Williami B. Clayton House (1912) 
1612 Polk 
Queen Anne Style 

PLATE 38—Reception Hall with original copper 
lioht fixture and fireplace 
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PLATE 39—Dining Room w i t h o r i g i n a l copper 
l i g h t f i x t u r e 

PLATE 40--Dij i ing Room w i t h s l i d i n g doors 
and f i r e p l a c e 
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PLATE 41—Stairway from second floor landing 

PLATE 42--Second floor bedroom 
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NAME OF STRUCTURE: Jess Maddox House (1960) 

LOCATION: 1616 Polk 

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: No historical significance 

PRESENT USE: Residence 

CONDITION: Excellent 

HISTORICAL DATA: 

Built for Jess Maddox 

Built by Dewey Hicks 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA: 

One-story brick residence—Plate 43 
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PLATE 43—Jess Maddox House (1960) 
1616 Polk 
Modem style 
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NAME OF STRUCTURE: J. Leo Southern House (1906) 

LOCATION: 1620 Polk 

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: Regional 

PRESENT USE: Residence 

CONDITION: Excellent 

HISTORICAL DATA: 

Built for E. L. Dohoney, Jr. 

Occupation: Superintendent of schools 

Family: Wife—Margaret Dohoney 

Built by J. D. Singleton 

Purchased in 1910 by R. B. Masterson, Jr. 

Occupation: Rancher 

Family: Wife, six children; leaders in community 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA: 

Style—Bungalow—Plate 44 

1 1/2 story 

Japanese influence in structure of gables 

Double-gable effect through use of hip roof 

Exterior—Plates 45, 46, 47 

Brick veneered structure 

Hip roof covered with green tile 

White, round columns supporting porch and balustrade 
which extends across entire front facade—Plate 44 

Semi-circular window in front gable surrounded with 
plaster leaf motif 

Red brick steps to concrete porch and main entrance 
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Double hung windows 

First floor—cut glass—Plate 45 

Second floor—leaded glass—Plate 46 

Interior 

First floor 

10' ceilings 

Public Rooms 

Vestibule 

French doors with beveled glass panes 

Reception Hall 

Stairway on south side with mahogany bannister 
and maple treads 

Bannister continues around landing on second floor 

Plaster medallion on ceiling above chandelier 

Some original furnishings 

Living Room (south of Reception Hall) 

Fireplace with wood mantel and tile facing 

Gold leafed cornices 

Double hung windows with cut glass 

Dining Room (west of Living Room)—Plates 47, 48 

Sliding oak paneled doors with beveled glass 

panes 

Oak paneling—Plate 47 

Double hung window with leaded glass—Plate 48 

Butler's Pantry (west of Dining Room) 

Brass pulls for drawers 

Built-in glass door china cabinet; linen storage 
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Kitchen (west of Butler's Pantry)—Plate 49 

Original brass pulls on drawers and cabinets 

Cabinets have glasg windows 

Original fan above light fixture 

Double hung window 

Music Room (north of Reception Hall) 

Gold leafed cornices 

Library (west of Music Room) 

Fireplace with oak mantel 

Oak bookcase, desk, standing globe—original 
furnishings 

Guest bedroom (west of Library) 

Adjoining bath 

Second floor 

8' ceilings 

Second floor landing—several pieces of original furniture 

Three bedrooms—two baths 

Master bedroom 

Walk-in, walk-through closet to secondary bedroom 

Full bath 

Secondary bedroom 

Adjacent sewing room 

Walk-in, walk-through closet 

Third bedroom—Plate 46 

Leaded glass window 
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Second Bath (west of Stair Landing) 

Secondary stairway (east of Second Bath) 

Trunk Room 

"Christmas Wrapping Room" 

Storage for linens 

Dependencies—Plate 50 

Two car garage 

Servant's quarters (now used for storage 

Heating and water systems underneath garage and piped 
underground to main house 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

GRANTOR 

J. R. Pearson and 
Minnie (wife) 

Louis Anthony and 
Fannie 

J. D. Singleton 

Margaret Dohoney and 
E. L. (husband) 

Mary Masterson Fain 
and John (husband) 

GRANTEE 

Louis Anthony and 
Fannie 

Margaret Dohoney 

DATE COMMENTS 

11-1-1900 Land only 

8-17-06 

E. L. Dohoney and 8-17-06 
Margaret (wife) 

R. B. Masterson 5-17-10 

J. Leo Southern 9-15-52 
and Anna (wife) 

Mech. Lien to 
build house 

SOURCES: 

Southern, Anna. Amarillo, Texas. 
March 5, 19 76. 

Southern, J. Leo, Abstract. 

Interview and tour of house, 
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PLATE 44--J. Leo Southern House (1906) 
1620 Polk 
Bungalow style 

PLATE 45--Cut glass window 
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PLATE 46—Second floor bedroom with leaded 
glass window 

PLATE 47—Dining Room—gold-leafed cornice, 
oak paneling 
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NAME OF STRUCTURE: Houghton House (1912) 

LOCATION: 1700 Polk 

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: Regional 

PRESENT USE: Junior League Meeting House 

CONDITION: Excellent 

HISTORICAL DATA: 

Built for J. M. Shelton as designed by his daughter, Martha 

Occupation: Rancher 

Family: Wife, two children 

Built by J. C. Berry 

Designed by Martha Shelton Houghton 

Given to the Junior League in 1963 by Martha Shelton Houghton 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA: 

Style—Bungalow: Chicago (Prairie style) type 

Large gable over porch which extends across entire facade 

1 1/2 story 

Built along Bungalow lines 

Exterior—Plates 51, 52 

Dark red brick—Plate 51 

Rounded arches suggest Romanesque influence 

Polychrome effect between brick and stone motif 

Porte cochere on north side—Plate 52 

Chimney on south side 

Five pillars support porch 

Mahogany front door with beveled glass windows 
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Interior 

First floor 

10' ceilings 

Elaborate woodwork 

Public Rooms 

Living Room—Plates 53, 54, 55, 56 

Mahogany paneling and exposed beams—Plate 53 

Windows double hung with segmented beveled 
glass—Plate 54 

Stairway on north side—mahogany bannister and 
paneling with maple treads—Plates 55, 56 

Fireplace on south side, marble facing and wood 
mantel; original carved wood mantel has been 
replaced with one of simpler design—Plate 53 

Pilasters on either side of fireplace 

Music Room (south side, west of Living Room) 

Bedroom and bath (west of Music Room) 

Dining Room (north side, west of Living Room)— 
Plate 57 

Brass chandelier 

Arched picture window with segmented beveled 
glass 

Breakfast Room (west of Dining Room) 

Kitchen 

Completely remodeled 

Secondary stairway (south of Breakfast Room) 

Second Floor 

8' ceilings 
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Bannister outlines stairwell—Plate 58 

Private Rooms 

Living Room (secondary)—Plates 59, 60 

At top of main stairway—Plate 59 

Segmented beveled glass arched window-
Plate 60 

Bookcases on south wall 

Bedrooms (west of Secondary Living Room) 

OTHER: 

Original floor is maple; oak floor was placed over the maple 
when the house was remodeled in 1923 by Martha Shelton Houghton 

SOURCES: 

Amarillo Globe News. November 21, 1912, p. 8, c. 4. 

Houghton, Martha Shelton. Amarillo, Texas. Interview and 
tour of house. March 4, 1976. 
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PLATE 51—Houghton House (1912) 
1700 Polk 
Bungalow style 

PLATE 52—Porte cochere, north side 
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PLATE 53—Mahogany paneling and exposed beams 

PLATE 54—Double hung windows with segmented 
beveled glass 
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PLATE 55—Mahogany stairway with maple treads 

PLATE 56—Mahogany paneling along stairway 
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PLATE 57~Dining Room with original light fixture 
and arched picture window 

PLATE 58—Stairwell 
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PLATE 59—Secondary Living Room from 
stairway landing 

PLATE 60—Secondary Living Room on 
second floor 
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NAME OF STRUCTURE: Dee Zane Pond House (1910) 

LOCATION: 1704 Polk 

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: Local 

PRESENT USE: Residence 

CONDITION: Excellent 

HISTORICAL DATA: 

Built for Avery Turner 

Occupation: General agent, land and tax commissioner of 
the Panhandle for the Santa Fe Railway for over 50 years 

Family: Wife, Mary Ten Eyck Turner 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA: 

Style—Dutch Colonial Revival 

Shed dormer 

White trim 

Dutch door 

Shingled roof 

Exterior—Plate 61 

Shed dormers with nine double hung windows 

Yellow painted brick 

White round columns 

Chimney placement on north and south sides 

Heavy mahogany Dutch door framed by side lights 

Interior 

First floor 

10' ceilings 
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Public Rooms 

Reception Hall—Plate 62 

Mahogany hand rail on stairway 

Living Room (south of Reception Hall)—Plates 63, 64 

Doorway supported by modified Corinthian columns 
and pilasters—Plate 63 

Fireplace with marble facing and wood mantel, 
Doric pilasters—Plate 64 

Double hung windows 

Library (west of Living Room)—Plate 65 

Mahogany bookcases 

Original light fixture 

Dining Room (north of Reception Hall) 

Massive mahogany sliding doors 

Kitchen and B u t l e r ' s Pantry (west of Dining Room) 

Remodeled 

Second Floor—Plate 66 

8' ceilings 

P r i v a t e Rooms 

Sun Room (eas t of s t a i r s ) — P l a t e 67 

Casement windows 

Remodeled by enclos ing porch 

Four bedrooms 

Two ba ths 

Laundry Room 

Remodeled—divided for boarders during ownership by 

Madeline Ten Eyck 
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OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 
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GRANTOR 

Avery Turner 

Mary H. Turner 
Estate 

GRANTEE 

Mary H. Turner 

G.D.K.C. Thinks 
Orbit Inc. 

K. D. Simpson Dee Zane Pond 

DATE 

Madeline Ten Eyck 6-29-54 

Madeline Ten Eyck R. H. Williamson 11-23-62 

R. H. Williamson G.D.K.C. Thinks 6-3-71 
Orbit Inc. 

Kenneth D. Simpson 7-11-72 

1-5-76 

COMMENTS 

Block 239, 
Plemons Addition 

100' X 150' 

SOURCES: 

Simpson, Mrs. Kenneth. Amarillo, Texas. Interview and tour of 
house. November 28, 1975. 

Potter County Deed Index. 

Turner, Mrs. Mary Honeymen Ten Eyck. Into the West. Amarillo, 
Texas: Russell Stationery Company, 1938. 
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PLATE 61—Dee Zane Pond House (1910) 
1704 Polk 
Dutch Colonial Revival 

PLATE 62—Reception Hall; stairway with mahogany 
handrail; original light fixture 
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PLATE 63—Living Room; doorway supported by 
Corinthian columns and pilasters 

PLATE 64—Living Room fireplace with marble 
facing and mantel supported by 
Doric pilasters 
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PLATE 65—Library- with mahogany bookcases and 
original light fixture 

PLATE 66—Second floor hallway \ 
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PLATE 67—Sun porch 
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NAME OF STRUCTURE: Tuck Cornelius House (1910) 

LOCATION: 1608 Polk 

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: Regional 

PRESENT USE: Residence 

CONDITION: Excellent 

HISTORICAL DATA: 

Built by H. W. Galbraith 

Occupation: Part owner in Foxworth-Galbraith Lumber Company 

Family: Wife, one son 

Remodeling plans by Guy A. Carlander, Architect for H. W. 
Galbraith: 4-2-29 

Purchased by Tuck Cornelius in December of 1969 after the house 
had been vacant seven years 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA: 

Style—Prairie Style 

Two-story wood frame 

Use of natural colors 

Three balconies to emphasize horizontal lines 

Hip roof 

Exterior—Plate 68 

Dark brown clapboards with beige columns 

Three chimneys on west and south; tall, corbeled 

Balcony placement: east, north, south 

Tin flooring on balconies 

Double hung windows 

X 
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Interior 

First floor 

10' ceilings 

Elaborate woodwork 

Public Rooms 

Vestibule—Plate 69 

Tile floor 

Reception Hall—Plate 70 

Phillipine mahogany staircase with clear red oak 
treads 

Oak doorway 

Original brass chandelier 

Living Room (south of Reception Hall)—Plate 71 

Fireplace with marble facing and oak mantel 

Brass light fixture 

Library (west of Living Room)—Plates 72, 73, 74 

Oak paneling—Plate 72 

Massive sliding oak doors 

Fireplace with marble facing and oak mantel— 
Plate 73 

Brass light fixture 

Oak bookcases with leaded glass panes—Plate 74 

Dining Room (north of Reception Hall)—Plate 75 

Leaded glass window 

Sliding doors separate from Reception Hall 

Brass chandelier 

Wood cornice 
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Butler's Pantry (west of Dining Room) 

Storage for china and linens 

Kitchen (west of Butler's Pantry) 

Large walk-in pantry—remodeled 

Original sink 

Den (south of Kitchen) 

French door with glass panes 

Second floor 

8' ceilings 

Landing--Plate 76 

Original light fixture 

French doors with glass panes open from sitting room 

Private Rooms 

Five bedrooms 

Brass light fixtures 

Two baths 

Balcony exit, north bedroom 

Master bedroom 

Bath 

Brass light fixture 

Sitting Room 

Balcony exit 

French doors with glass panes 

Balcony Exit (west side of house) 
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Dependencies—Plate 77 

Two car garage 

Servant's quarters—now used for storage 

SOURCES: 

Cornelius, Mrs. Tuck. Amarillo, Texas. Interview and tour of 
house. March 5, 1976. 

Hollingsworth, J. R. Amarillo, Texas. Interview. March 22, 
1976. 

Roberts, Edward. Amarillo, Texas. Interview. March 25, 1976 
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PLATE 68—Tuck Cornelius House (1910) 
1608 Polk 
Prairie Style 

PLATE 69—Vestibule with Phillipine 
m.ahogany doors 



118 





119 



PLATE 70—Reception Hall with Phillipine mahogany 
staircase and original brass chandelier 

PLATE 71—Living Room fireplace with oak mantel 
and miarble facing 
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PLATE 72—Oak paneling, sliding door in Library 

PLATE 73—Bay window and fireplace in Library 
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PLATE 74—Leaded glass book cases 

PLATE 75—Dining Room with leaded glass 
window 
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PLATE 74—Leaded glass book cases 

PLATE 75—Dining Room with leaded glass 
window 
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PLATE 76—Second f loor hallway 

PLATE 77—Servant 's q u a r t e r s 
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NAME OF STRUCTURE: Mildred Ott McDonald House (1912) 

LOCATION: 1712 Polk 

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: Regional 

PRESENT USE: Multi-family dwelling (rental property) 

CONDITION: Good to fair 

HISTORICAL DATA: 

Built for Allen Early 

Occupation: Grain dealership, furniture business. Oil 
and Gas Industry 

Built by Bone and Parr 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA: 

Style—Prairie Style 

Block, wood frame structure covered by shingles 

Ribbon-type windows 

Hip roof 

Dark, natural colors 

Exterior—Plates 78, 79, 80 

Two story 

Reddish-brown wooden shingle siding 

Beige trim 

Four square pillars supporting porch 

Run-down appearance 

Interior 

Comple te ly remodeled i n t o apa r tmen t s 

OTHER: 
Originally described as a ten-room cottage, baths on each floor, 
sun or sleeping porch, oak floors, basement with a heating plant. 
Cost: $6,500 
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OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 
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GRANTOR 

Allen Early 

Allen Early 

Allen Early 

Phoebe A. Wo: rley 

GRANTEE 

C. T. Word 

C. T. Word 

Phoebe A. Worley 

Home Owners Loan 

DATE 

1919 

6-18-26 

3-18-27 

5-2-34 

COMMENTS 

80' x 140' 

Ext. 

Tsf. 

Tsf. 

Sam K. Broyles 

Sam K. Broyles 

Home Owners Loan 
Corporation 

Corporation 

Southern States 
Loan Company 

Provident Life and 
Ace. Ins. Co. 

Provident Life and 
Ace. Ins. Co. 

4-27-50 Rental Assgn. 

4-27-50 DT 

4-28-50 TDT 

Home Owners Loan 
Corporation 

Provident Life and 
Accident Insur
ance Company 

Sam K. Broyles, Jr, 
Ind. Ex. Est. 

Sam K. Broyles 5-11-50 RDT 

Sam K. Broyles 7-9-57 RDT 

Howard P. McDonald 3-25-50 WD/VL 

Howard P. McDonald Mildred Ott McDonald 11-15-74 

SOURCES: 

Amarillo News. February 24, 1912, p. 5, c. 5. 

City of Amarillo Tax Office. Tax Records. 

Potter County Deed Records: V. 74, p. 370; V. 75, p. 184; 
V 145, p. 571; V. 252, p. 195; V. 502, p. 315; V. 502, 

p. 315; V. 219, p. 169; V. 502, p. 319; V. 503, p. 353; 
V. 773, p. 411. 
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PLATE 78—Mildred Ott McDonald House (1912) 
1712 Polk 
Prairie Style 

PLATE 79—South side 



/ 



131 

PLATE 80—North s i d e 
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NAME OF STRUCTURE: Howard P. McDonald House (1916) 

LOCATION: 1716 Polk 

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: No historical significance 

PRESENT USE: Vacant 

CONDITION: Fair 

HISTORICAL DATA: 

Built for F. M. Neal 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA: 

Style—Queen Anne 

Tall chimney 

Pedimented gables 

Bay window 

Steep pitch roof 

Decoration in gables 

Exterior—Plate 81 

White in color 

Bay window on south side, front 

Two front gables 

Two columns support porch on north side, front 

Rusticated concrete foundation 

Main entrance with side lights 

Interior—Plates 82, 83 

Being repaired from fire on second floor 

State of disrepair 

Being remodeled 





OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 
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GRANTOR 

Mattie Rush 

F. M. Neal 

W. J. Morton 
Estate 

F. 

W. 

GRANTEE 

M. Neal 

J. Morton 

DATE 

6-3-16 

12-31-34 

COMMENTS 

65' X 140' 

Probate 

Arjorie L. Wise Hattie A. Wise 

First National 
Bank 

Hattie A. Wise 

Arjorie L. Wise 

Howard P. McDonald 

3-6-34 

5-9-58 

7-24-63 

RDT 

SOURCES: 

City of Amarillo Tax Office. Tax Records. 

Potter County Deed Records. V. 56, p. 185; V. 5, p. 52; 
V. 56, p. 185; V. 87, p. 214; V. 815, p. 543. 

Potter County Deed Index. 
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PLATE 81—Howard P. McDonald House (1916) 
1716 Polk 
Queen Anne Style 

PLATE 82—Bay window 
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PLATE 83—Stai rway 
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NAME OF STRUCTURE: James Deane House (1915) 

LOCATION: 1718 Polk 

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: No historical significance 

PRESENT USE: Residence 

CONDITION: Good 

HISTORICAL DATA: 

Built in 1915 

ARCHITECTURAL DATA: 

Style: Dutch Colonial Revival 

Steep pitch roof with central dormer 

Dutch kick roof line 

Exterior—Plate 84 

Two-story wood frame house 

White clapboard with blue trim 

Porch supported by four pillars 

Double hung windows; segmented glass in second story 
dormer window 

Doorway with side lights 

Interior—Researcher was unable to obtain permission for entry 

OWNERSHIP HISTORY: 

GRANTOR 

Allen Early 

J. F. Bromert 

GRANTEE 

J. F. Bromert 

Ernest Denney 

James E. Deane Maudene Deane 

DATE 

12-7-40 

6-13-62 

9-5-73 

COMMENTS 

65' x 140' 
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SOURCES: 

City of Amarillo Tax Office. Tax Records. 

Potter County Deed Index. 

Potter County Deed Records. V. 70, p. 180; V. 304, p. 185 



: ^ 



•Mil 

139 

PLATE 84—James Deane House (1915) 
1718 Polk 
Dutch Colonial Revival 
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CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Summary 

The purpose of this study was to investigate the architectural 

and historical significance of eleven houses on the west side of the 

1600 and 1700 blocks of Polk Street in Amarillo, Texas, to determine 

if adequate social, economic, and design history were associated with 

the area to designate it as an historic district. 

In the review of literature, organization of historic districts 

was examined along with studies, books, and contemporary articles on 

Texas architecture with emphasis on structures in the Panhandle and 

Amarillo. To prepare the reader for the Texas setting, a brief review 

of Panhandle history was included. 

Several methods were incorporated for data collection. First, 

an interview schedule was prepared so that basically the same type of 

information would be obtained for each house. Appointments were made 

with present owners or occupants for a tour of the houses and for an 

interview. While in the house, the researcher made exposures on black 

and white film with a Canon camera. The film was processed and printed 

commercially. 

After the initial interviews, the researcher had names, dates, 

and tales associated with the structures. With these leads, appointments 

were then made with other owners, descendants of the original owners, 
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TABLE 2 

SELECTED DATA FOR HOUSES LOCATED ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE 1600 

AND 1700 BLOCKS OF POLK STREET IN AMARILLO, TEXAS 

House 

Harrington 

Brown, Graham, 
and Company 

Clayton 

Maddox 

Southern 

Houghton 

Pond 

Cornelius 

McDonald 

McDonald 

Deane 

Date 

1913 

1914 

1912 

1960 

1906 

1912 

1910 

1910 

1912 

1916 

1915 

Style 

Neo-classic 

Neo-classic 

Queen Anne 

Modern 

Bungalow 

Bungalow 

Dutch Colonial 

Prairie 

Prairie 

Queen Anne 

Dutch Colonial 

Present Use 

Residence 

Business 

Multi-family dwelling 

Residence 

Residence 

Junior League Headquarters 

Residence 

Residence 

Multi-family dwelling 

Vacant 

Residence 
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Adjacent to the accounting firm is the Clayton House (1912) 

that is now used as a multi-family dwelling. Like the McDonald House 

(1916) at 1716 Polk Street in the next block, the Clayton House dis

plays features that correspond with the Queen Anne architectural style; 

namely, the pedimented gables, and the use of shingles and other decor

ations within the gables. Although neither of these buildings are 

especially fine, they are picturesque and lend individuality to the 

street scape. 

In 1960 a modem structure was erected between buildings that 

were already a half of a century old. The Maddox house is in excel

lent condition and is well maintained. 

The fifth and sixth houses located at the southeast comer of 

the 1600 block of Polk and the northeast corner of the 1700 block of 

Polk Street are examples of the Bungalow style. The J. Leo Southern 

House (1906) is especially important because of the Japanese influence 

depicted in the eaves. The Japanese influence was popularized by 

Frank Lloyd Wright as a result of the time he spent in Japan following 

the Columbian Exposition in 1893 at which the Japanese Pavillion was 

exhibited. The Houghton House (1912) merits a close examination on 

both the exterior and interior as the structure represents the Chicago 

type Bungalow with its horizontal emphasis, natural colors, and open 

interior plan. The building is now used as the headquarters for the 

Junior League organization. Like the Brown, Graham, and Company House 

(1914), the Houghton House adapted beautifully for a use other than a 

residence. The open-planned public rooms provide an elegant setting 

for receptions and group meetings. The exposed beams, the real wood 
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paneling, the polished wood floors embellished by oriental rugs help 

to soften the lines of the cavernous room. 

The roof line of the Pond House and the Deane House (1915) 

is the main reason these houses were referred to as Dutch Colonial. 

In addition, the Pond House has a front door that divides in half 

horizontally—commonly referred to as a Dutch door. Both of these 

houses are residences. 

The Cornelius House (1910) and the McDonald House (1912) at 

1712 Polk are both Prairie style houses as evidenced by the emphasis 

on horizontal lines, use of balconies, and natural colors. The 

Cornelius House would make an interesting case study since it was 

originally constructed for H. W. Galbraith in 1910 and then remodeled 

or enhanced by Galbraith in 1929 by the installation of superior wood

work. Galbraith, incidentally, was a partner in a lumber company. 

Conclusion 

Within the selected two-block area of Polk Street are at least 

six houses that are outstanding locally £or their architectural design 

alone. Widening the scope, at least ten of the houses are representa

tive of the building skills, taste, and culture existing within the 

emerging western town with a population of 12,424 in 1910. In 1976 

the population is approximately 140,000. Due to the demands of the 

growing population, many of the historic structures that once lined 

Polk Street, such as the Ware House which was located at the corner of 

Eleventh and Polk Street, have been razed to make room for parking 

lots, department stores, and the interstate highway. If steps are not 
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taken sometime in the near future to call attention to the few remain

ing historic structures in the city, their fate may be questionable. 

Already the two block area featured in this report has mixed land uses 

ranging from private residences to an accounting firm, to multi-family 

dwellings, to social club headquarters. The condition of most of the 

buildings is excellent; however, decay can be seen making inroads. 

The purpose of this study was to determine if there were ade

quate social, economic, and historic design within the two block area 

of Polk Street to merit suggesting historic district designation. 

This researcher would answer that question with an unqualified "yes." 

According to Frank Gilbert, secretary of the New York City 

Landmarks Preservation Committee, one of the first requirements for 

a successful Historic District Program is "the area to be designed 

as an historic district should be outstanding architecturally and 

historically." Most of the buildings featured in this paper meet 

that qualification on the local level, with several of them possess

ing features that should be recognized at the regional and state level. 

One type of neighborhood recommended for preservation by the 

National Council on Environmental Quality was "older neighborhoods 

with some special trait." The special trait that can be associated 

with Polk Street might be identified as that of indecision—whether 

to stay with the old (Dutch Colonial Revival, Queen Anne, and Neo-

classic) , or go with the contemporary (Bungalow and Prairie) styles. 

The result was an interesting array of architectural styles within 

a two-block area. 
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Some people are apt to question a request for an historic 

district for one side of a street. With planning, the two sides 

might be made more compatible with landscaping. Regardless of the 

lack of unity, saving one side of a street is better than losing 

any historic structures. 

Recommendations 

The recommendation by the researcher is that the two-block 

area of Polk Street in Amarillo, Texas, be designated as an historic 

district. If local people question the feasibility, however, the 

second recommendation would be an historic over-lay zone for the 

area. Hopefully the over-lay would draw attention to the area and 

bring about rehabilitation of the structures that are in need of 

repair. 

The Harrington House has already been nominated for listing 

on the National Register of Historic Places. There may be other 

structures which would qualify for recognition—if not on the 

National Register of Historic Places, then on the state level. 
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APPENDIX A. TEXAS HISTORICAL DISTRICTS LISTED ON THE NATIONAL 
REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

Bexar County 

San Antonio, King William Historic District 
San Antonio, La Villita Historic District 
San Antonio, San Jose Mission National Historic Site 

Brewster County 

Big Bend National Park, Castolon Historic District 

Galveston County 

Galveston, The Strand Historic District 
Galveston, East End Historic District 

Gillespie County 

Fredericksburg Historic District 

Grimes County 

Anderson, Anderson Historic District 

Harrison County 

Ginocchio Historic District 

Hood County 

Granbury, Hood County Courthouse H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Kendall County 

Sisterdale Valley District 

Kerr County 

Corpus Christi Vicinity, Dunn Ranch 

Marion County 

Jefferson, Jefferson Historic District 

Medina County 

Castroville, Castroville Historic District 
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Menard County 

Menard Vicinity, Presidio San Luis Las Amarillas 

Starr County 

Roma, Roma Historic District 

Travis County 

Austin, Bremond Block Historic District 

Val Verde County 

Cornstock Vicinity, West of Pecos Railroad Camps District 

Webb County 

Laredo, San Agustin De Laredo Historic District 
Laredo Vicinity, San Jose de Palafox Historic District/Archeological 

District 

Zapata County 

San Ygnacio, San Ygnacio Historic District 
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APPENDIX B. INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 

Name of House: 

Date of Construction: 

Present Owners: 

Architect or Designer of House: 

Original Owner: 

Family History: 

Other Owners: 

Changes or Alterations in Original Design; 

Years Vacant: 

Owner(s): 

Purposes o the r than Residence: 

E x t e r i o r : 

S ty le of Arch i t ec tu re 
Cons t ruc t ion Mater ia l s 
Steps 
Doorway 
Windows 
Balconies 
Gri l lwork 
Roof 
Widow's Walk or Tower 
Cupola 
Chimney Placement 
Decorative Motif 
Present Color 
Original Color 
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X 

Dependencies: 

Style of Architecture 
Materials 
Use: 

Past: 
Present: 

Interior: 

Basic Floor Plan 

Ceiling Height 
Size of Rooms 
Plasterwork or decoration on ceilings; cornice 
Mantels 

Design 
Materials 

Fireplace 
Heating System 
Windows: 

Frame 
Glass 

Stairway 
Closets or Storage Area 
Kitchen 
Floors 
Lighting 

Unusual Features of House: 

Furniture: Any Original Furnishings 

Landscaping: 

Fence 
Gate 
Plants 

Historical References: 

Books 
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Magazines 
Diaries 
Tax Reports 

Why do present owners live in the historic house? 

Advantages 

Disadvantages 

Accessible to the Public: 

Yes: 
Restricted 
Unrestricted 

No 

Present Use: 

Representation in Existing Surveys 

Significance 

19th Century 
20th Century 
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