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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In the teaching of Vocational Agriculture, aJi 

annual program of work is planned by the instructor 

covering the subject matter to be taught and the acti

vities to be engaged in well in advance of the beginning 

of classroom work in the fall* The over-all mechanics 

of the year's work is rather uniform for the different 

parts of the State and the Nation, but the details 

making up the local chapter's program may vary depending 

on the needs of the community, the types of farming 

found, and the interest of the people who live in the 

district. The value of any teaching is determined, to 

a large extent, by the interest that the students have 

or can be influenced to have in the subject matter 

taught and the activities used as teaching aids* 

Origin of problem* The problem under study here 

grew out of the desire of the instructor to know the 

interest or the degree of interest that the Future 

Farmers have in the classroom work, the field or labora

tory problems, farm mechanics, and recreation which are 

covered in the year's program of work* 



Purpose of study* The purpose of the study is 

twofold} (1) to measure the interest of the boys in 

the different phases of their annual program of work, 

and (2) to draw some conclusions from the study that 

will help teachers of vocational agriculture to do a 

better Job of instructing in their field of work* 



CHAPTER II 

HISTORICAL REVIEW 

Little previous work has been done that relates 

directly to the problem. Numerous courses of study 

have been prepared for certain states or communities 

that bear Indirectly on the subject or are related to 

the problem because the interest and needs of the boys 

have been considered in the planning of the activities 

to be sponsored and the subject matter to be covered 

during the year* Most of these studies deal with one 

phase of the annual program, as farm mechanics or 

supervised farming* A non-thesis study made at the 

University of Tennessee on Activity-Interests and 

Needs of Tennessee's Rural Youth in 1941 sought to 

learn the facts concerning activity-Interests and 

needs of rural youth in order that the youths might be 

better served in communities maintaining departments 

of vocational agriculture* This study seems to be 

more closely related to the subject of this paper than 

others listed. 



CHAPTER III 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

There are eight high schools in Lubbock County 

and a department of vocational agriculture is maintained 

in each school* To gather the information for this 

study, a visit was made to each department and a five 

page survey made in conference with the local Instructor 

of the interest of boys of that school in the different 

activities included in the annual prograun of work. The 

total enrollment for the eight departments was 340 for 

the past year* Two of these departments are located in 

city high schools where many of the students are town 

boys* The others are in rural consolidated high schools 

or in small town high schools. The general type of 

farming in Lubbock County is rather uniform* The rural 

environments, the manner of living, and the social and 

moral thinking of the people should not be too different* 

Considering these facts, the interests of the boys 

enrolled in the different departments of vocational 

agriculture should run along the same general lines. 

Allowance should be made for individual differences In 

the boys* 



The yearly program of work was divided into 

seven phases or groups of activities and the survey 

called for the degree of interest in each activity on 

a percentage basis of the total enrollment in each 

department. From these surveys, seven tabulations 

were made, one for each phase of the year's work, 

showing the total number of boys as to degree of in

terest in each activity for the county. The degrees of 

Interest in each were indicated under excellent, very 

good, good, fair, and poor* The tabulations sesia to 

give a clear picture of the activities in which the 

boys are highly, average, or least interested* 

In interviewing the different instructors rela

tive to their program of work, every effort was made 

to eliminate any factor, such as the personal opinion 

of the teacher, in order that the estimates given would 

be a true measurement of the interest of the students In 

each activity. It is reali25ed that many of the activi

ties could have been referred to in other terms, and 

that some activities may have been omitted, but these 

used are typical and should answer the purpose of the 

study. 

Table I deals with classroom methods and proce

dures* Whether the students react favorably or unfavorably 



Activities 

questions Prepared 
by Inatructor 

(Questions drawn from 
boys 

Supervised Study 

Class Discussion 

Note Book Work 

GLA 

TABLH : I 

.33R00M WORK 

>Ixcellent 

23 

95 

40 

119 

4 

Number o 
Very Good 

98 

91 

81 

117 

31 

f Boy a 
Good 

108 

77 

111 

79 

77 

Pair 

68 

50 

61 

23 

142 

Poor 

29 

24 

47 

2 

85 

Following class dis
cussion, student write 
own notes 53 

Completion work on 
Jobs outlined by 
instructor 32 

Job outlined and fin
ished by students 

Work Books 

Charts made by class 

Drawings and sketches 
as teaching aids 

Information 
tabulated 

Definition of terms 
and subjects 

Lecture on subject or 
Job by the instructor 

Lecture illustrated by 
pictures or slides 

Lecture illustrated 
by silent films 

Lecture on subjects 
Illustrated by sound 
film 240 

58 

145 

107 83 

92 37 

34 

25 

5 

22 

121 

89 

20 

69 

51 

214 

142 

31 

69 

76 

117 

96 

111 

141 

93 

115 

112 

145 

72 

89 

119 

62 

69 

34 

51 

8Q 

83 

33 

35 

70 

50 

44 

0 

24 

90 
6 

15 

10 

34 

28 

35 

0 

8 

81 19 



Is shown* If the number of students under excellent 

and very good are combined and show a larger part of 

the county enrollment, the activity may be considered 

above tVie average in interest to the students* Where 

the larger part of the enrollment ia shown under fair 

and poor, combined, the activity or procedure is 

considered below average in interest to the students* 

If a large part of the enrollment falls under goo J, Ihe 

method is considered average* Tho above statement will 

apply to other tables also. 

The vocational agriculture teachers were asked to 

suggest combinations of procedures that would be of 

special interest to the students* 

Field trips and laboratory Jobs are listed In 

Table II. These are a part of the instruotion work 

done with the class* Though all possible conditions 

under which field trips may be made are not listed, the 

ones given show beyond question the response in interest 

by the boys to this phase of the work* 

Chapter activities are as much a part of voca

tional agriculture as classroom work or field trips and 

laboratory exercises* Table III shows the relative 

Interest of chapter members in the many activities 

listed under this phase of the cuinual program of work* 



TABU' I I 

FIELD TRIPS AITD LABORATORY WORK 

Activities 
Niamber of Boys 

Working on livestock 
castrating, dehorning 
etc. 253 
Treating livestock to 
control diseases, etc* 239 

Selecting animals for 
projects 228 

Controlling diseases 

and insects on crops 136 

Culling hens 205 

Spraying sheds to 
control insects 190 
Pruning fruit and 
shade trees 191 
Project tours (visit
ing other boys) 204 
Educational tours 186 

Visiting shows and 
fairs 215 

Visiting farm machin
ery houses 180 

Running contour and 
terrace lines 149 

Observing terraces 
built 132 
Measuring height and 
width of terraces 162 

Checking terraces for 
fall and level 166 
Treating planting 
seed 153 

Excellent Very Good Good F^ir Poor 

77 

76 

85 

137 

83 

97 

93 

102 

125 

114 

156 

118 

163 

83 

96 

106 

10 

20 

22 

52 

41 

44 

41 

27 

23 

9 

32 

57 

38 

47 

51 

56 

0 

2 

0 

15 

9 

9 

15 

7 

10 

2 

2 

16 

5 

9 

20 

25 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

5 

7 

0 



Activities 

Ceremonies 

Programs -
Visiting Specialist 

Educational reports 
by members 

Project reportf̂  by 
members 

Plays and stunts by 
meirbers 

Drills in parliamen
tary procedure 

Committee reports 

Motion picture films 

Comedy films 

Recreation period 
at chapter meeting 

Debates between 
members 

TA3L: III 

GHAPTr:R MEI-JTINGS 

Excellent 

67 

108 

165 

115 

186 

63 

114 

224 

292 

277 

76 

Business meeting to carry 
out program of work 119 

Refreshments 

Father-son banquet 

Barbecue for 
mothers and dads 

Joint activities 
with FHA girls 

Athletic contests 
between chapters 
Visiting neighboring 
chapters for program 
Encampments and picnj 

Attending State and 
Area FFA meetings 

Summer educational 
tours 

340 

252 

229 

213 

208 

133 
LCS147 

147 

148 

Furober of 
Very Good 

130 

112 

69 

125 

103 

118 

121 

76 

50 

55 

143 

103 

0 

62 

99 

96 

96 

81 

118 

109 

63 

Boys 
Good 

100 

67 

59 

60 

41 

84 

79 

20 

00 

8 

72 

78 

0 

21 

12 

26 

25 

86 

64 

62 

62 

Fair 
25 

34 

27 

21 

10 

63 

32 

10 

0 

0 

IC 

38 

0 

5 

0 

5 

8 

27 

5 

22 

29 

Poor 
20 

19 

1 

15 

0 

12 

12 

0 

0 

0 

5 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

13 

5 

0 

18 
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Much discussion is heard from time to time as to 

the merits of contests between students of vocational 

agriculture or chapter representatives* A definite 

value is put on contests by uany as a means of creating 

interest on the part of the boy in vocational agricul

ture and as aids in teachiiv̂  the subjects covered in 

fields In which the contests are held. Others decry 

the use of contests and attach very little value to 

thsm. This phase of the work is presented in Table IV 

and from the standpoint of the interest of boys in this 

part of the program of work should give a concise 

summarization* 

The Federal law originally providing for the 

teaching of vocational agriculture in secondary schools 

requires that sttidents enrolled In the subject carry a 

supervised farming program along with the classroom 

studies. In Table V, typical kinds of projects are 

listedy along with Improvement Jobs and special exer

cises designed to Improve the skills of the students in 

doing farm Jobs* Also, how the students respond to 

record keeping on their projects and the showing of 

animals and crop products In shows and fairs Is shown* 



TABLE; IV 

11 

Activities 

WffrajSTs 

Nimber of Boys 
Eaecellent Very Good Good Fair PooF 

Livestock Judging 

Crop Judging 

Poultry Judging 

Dairy Cattle Judging 

Dairy products Judging 

Meat Judging 

Grass Judging 

136 

108 

71 

89 

49 

37 

10 

110 

115 

134 

133 

54 

102 

91 

66 

87 

96 

73 

97 

97 

104 

23 

23 

30 

24 

126 

42 

64 

5 

2 

9 

11 

14 

38 

48 

Shop skill or demon
stration contest 27 

Cotton classing 
contest 104 

102 

151 

97 

57 

42 

21 

38 

Chapter conducting 
contest 

Chapter quiz 
contest 

Public speaking 
contest 

171 

84 

16 

65 

67 

47 

51 

109 

41 

60 

95 112 

12 

20 

67 
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TABLE V 

SUPERVISED FARMING 

Activities 
Number of Boys 

Excellent Very Good Good Fair Poor 

Livestock projects 

Crop projects 

Poultry projects 

Rabbit projects 

Improvement projects 

Special Jobs for 
Improving skills 

Record keeping 

Calculating cost 
of production 

Showing project 
animals and crop 
products 

136 

81 

62 

27 

44 

42 

17 

104 

86 

120 

69 

93 

56 

33 

40 

132 

74 

46 

90 

136 

127 

20 

33 

44 

70 

68 

71 

96 

0 

8 

40 

129 

45 

36 

60 

33 

131 

72 

92 

146 

78 

58 

30 

24 

9 
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As the farmer needs to know the fundamental prin

ciples of woodwork, metal work, sheet metal work, 

butchering, plumbing, welding, and all types of repair 

work on t\ie farm In order to do required repairing and 

constraotion jobs on the f^na, so daes toe future farmer 

need to have this inatruetion and training as part of 

his vocational agriculture program. Table VI shô rs the 

degree of interest of the student in tie several divi

sions of farm inechanics. 

The adage, **All work and no play makes Jack a 

dull boy," may be changed to **A11 work and no play makes 

the future farmer a disinterested student.** Recreation 

was referred to under chapter activities, but In Table 

VII are grouped different forms of play or outings which 

have become associated with youth organizations as part 

of their programs* Some of these activities are common 

practices with Future Farmers of America chapters. 

Others are Just beginning to be given some thought and 

attention by sponsors and advisers. 
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TABLE 

FARM 

VI 

SHOP WORK 

Activities Excellent 

Jobs In woodworking 

Jobs In soldering 

Farm repair Jobs 

Electrical repair Jobs 

Wiring farm buildings 

Forge or hot metal work 

Farm plumbing 

Electrical and 
Acetylene welding 

Butchering 

Constructing home 
improvements 

Using farm level 

Operating power 
machinery in shop 

Using hand tools 

171 

135 

71 

112 

124 

121 

188 

209 

180 

120 

233 

197 

149 

Number of 
Very Good 

100 

104 

157 

125 

88 

75 

49 

70 

64 

144 

96 

84 

116 

Boys 
Good 

45 

50 

69 

64 

72 

67 

61 

33 

60 

69 

11 

42 

54 

Fair 

11 

26 

27 

29 

36 

47 

19 

20 

25 

7 

0 

15 

21 

Poor 

0 

17 

16 

21 

20 

30 

23 

10 

12 

0 

0 

2 

0 
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TABLE VII 

Activities 

Chapter picnics 

Over-night camps 

District Encampments 

Skating parties 

Swimming parties 

RECREATION 

Excellent 

224 

238 

70 

142 

224 

Number 
Very Goc 

104 

89 

129 

69 

53 

of 
)d 

Boys 
Good 

12 

13 

91 

43 

14 

Fair 

0 

0 

30 

43 

5 

Poor 

0 

0 

17 

20 

15 

Inter-ohapter 
athletic contests 191 69 40 10 

Rodeo contests between 
district chapters 107 50 82 57 27 



CHAPTER IV 

RESULTS 

In analyzing Table I it Is found that the greatest 

Interest of the boys Is In the procedure that they can 

have the greatest part, as questions and problems relat

ing to a particular Job being drawn from the boysi class 

discussions of problems and questions; completion work 

on Jobs outlined by the instructor; charts, drawings, 

and sketches prepared by the class. The greatest 

interest is shown in the method of instruction using 

slides, pictures, and films to Illustrate a lecture or 

subject under consideration* Following the above in 

interest are the procedures that score heavily In the 

columns very good and good, as questions prepared by 

the instructor and presented to the class, supervised 

study, notes written in notebooks after a class discus

sion on questions and problems, information presented 

or recorded in tabulations, definitions of terms and 

subjects, and lecture on subject or Job by the instruc

tor* The least interest is shown in methods requiring 

note book work. Job analysis by students, solutions and 

answers to problems and questions worked out and recorded 

by them, and work books dealing with subjects and Jobs to 

be covered in the class work. 
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Passing to Table II, which deals with field trips 

and laboratory work, we find the Interest of the boys 

rather high In all activities. It is realized that all 

vocational agricultural Instruction can not consist of 

field trips and laboratory work, but the question arises, 

are we making as much use of these activities as we 

should? 

By making a close study of Table III, dealing 

with chapter meetings, picnics, banquets, and barbecues, 

it Is found that the majority of the activities rsoik 

high in Interest on the part of the boys* The greatest 

interest Is shown In motion picture films, comedy films, 

recreation period, father and son banquet, and refresh

ments* The last Item scored one himdred per cent* 

This shows that the interest of the boys is not too 

different to that of men* Where eating is Involved, the 

Interest is not lacking* Other activities listed are 

far above average, with the exception of ceremonies, 

parliamentary procedure drills, and debates between 

members* 

It Is noted in Table IV, listing different con

tests on farm enterprises and agricultural subject 

matter, that livestock judging, crop products Judging, 

dairy cattle Judging, poultry Judging, cotton classing. 
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and chapter conducting contests rank at the top In 

Interest with the boys. Other contests are about 

average with the exception of dairy products Judging, 

meat judging, grass Judging, and public speaking con

tests. These latter contests are a little below 

average In Interest to the students* 

In Table V the activities listed relate to the 

supervised farming program of the students of vocational 

agriculture* Livestock projects lead the list In In

terest to the boys* This is followed closely In Interest 

by the act of showing his products and animals* Far 

below average is his Interest in such projects as 

rabbits, Improvement projects, and record keeping* 

Special Jobs for improving the skill of the student in 

performance is another activity that is not so well 

liked* He is not too interested in knowing what It 

costs to produce a unit of any commodity* Crop projects 

along with those in poultry may be considered a little 

above average In interest to the boys. 

The activities listed under farm shop are tabu

lated In Table VI* Here again the Interest of the 

students is high in most every phase of farm engineering* 

Using the farm level and electrical and acetylene weld

ing are at the top, followed closely by operating power 



19 

machinery, farm plumbing, and butchering* Farm repair 

work rates along with the others when the numbers under 

excellent and very good are combined* 

All the activities under recreation, given in 

Table VII, are far above the average in interest with 

the students. Over-night camps, chapter picnics, and 

swimming parties are more popular than the others 

listed. These are followed by inter-chapter athletic 

contests and skating parties. District encampments and 

rodeo contests draw the least interest of this group. 



CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS 

From the data which have been given in the tables 

studied, the following Interpretations seem Justified: 

(l) the interest of vocational agriculture students is 

high in methods and classroom procedures in which they 

have a major part to play; (2) the students' Interest 

Is especially increased by the use of visual teaching 

aids; (3) his interest is exceedingly high when given 

the opportunity to see the Job done or to do it himself; 

(4) the boys' interest is high in activities to be done 

In the fields or in the shop; (5) those activities in 

which he takes the lead and feels the responsibility 

rate high in Interest; (6) he enjoys competition whether 

In play, contests In athletics, or leadership activi

ties; (7) he enjoys caring for, working with, and 

showing animals; (8) activities calling for handwork, 

power machinery operation, construction Jobs, and weld

ing interest him greatly; (9) he is interested In fun 

and play; and (10) he is least Interested in the activi

ties that require reading, note book work, or mental 

drudgery. 
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The vocational agriculture instructor can make 

good use of the information revealed in the tabulations 

listed above. By planning his work in advance he can 

strike a balance between the work that Is necessarily 

a part of the course,but does not appeal to tlie interest 

of the student, and those activities in which his In

terest is greatest. By using the teaching aids that 

rate high in Interest with the student, the Instructor 

may be able to maintain a deeper Interest on the part 

of the student in those subjects or Jobs that are not 

80 interesting otherwise* The Judicial selection of 

recreational activities and a reasonable use of them 

In the year's program of work will aid the agriculture 

teacher In keeping the interest of his students on a 

high level. By using combinations of methods and pro

cedure, a sustained Interest on the part of the boys 

may be maintained. 
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