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The Lutheran people of Wilson, Texas 

by the erection of 

Trinity Lutheran Complex here after 

referred to at times as the 

Triplex, do here by with purposeful intent 

dedicate the same, 

to meet the three needs of man 

worship, education and fellowship 

tailored to the three ages of man 

youth, maturity and retirement 

to give growth to the three components of man 

soul, mind and body 

in the name of the Triune God 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
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FORWARD: 

This Thesis Program was written to fulfill the 
requirements for a Bachelor Of Architecture, Design 
Specialization. 

DEDICATION: 

Throughout life we are all faced with trials and 
difficulties to overcome and every once in a while, if we are 
blessed, we successfully conquer those obstacles. 
Throughout my life there has been two major forces that 
have supported me and helped me achieve my goals. 

The first and most important is my God, the Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. With him at my side there is 
nothing I can not handle. 

The second is my family and friends. My father. Rev. 
Carroll Kohl and my mother Leighrene have been an 
immeasurable help and support mentally and physically 
throughout this program. My brother and sisters who have 
helped me to laugh and let me cry. My friends, who have 
endured my worst, yet smiled. 

Therefore, with all my love, I dedicate this program 
to them. 
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To successfully meet the needs of a Lutheran congregation 
and community, the architect must immerse himself in a 
study of the unique aspects of Lutheran thought and 
practices so that the form of the church building will be a 
faithful image of the ideas and spirit of Lutheran religion. 
(Lutheranism In America. Wentz, Abdel Ross,1955, p.12) 

INTRODUCTION 

Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature, f^ark 16:15. 

The command to preach Gods' word to all nations most certainly 

includes Wilson, Texas. The administrative bodies of the Texas District, 

Lutheran Church Mo. Synod in cooperation with the Southern District of 

the American Lutheran Church have requested that a study be done on 

the two Lutheran churches in Wilson, Texas. St. Paul and St. John 

Lutheran Churches are diverse congregations which could better serve 

the community and their members if they unite and pool their resources. 

The administrative offices believe that there can be an architectural 

solution to joining the two unique groups in one setting, meeting the 

traditional, theological, and individualistic needs of both of these 

congregations. Recognizing the fact that in Wilson there is a high 

percentage of senior citizens and those who are in need of daily care, 

the request has also been made for an adult day care center sponsored 

by these churches. It has been noted in the studies of the community 

and its citizens that there is a great need for a civic meeting place as well 

as an activity center. Each of these facilities would be helpful to the 

church and community members because, a church is justified only if it 

continually inspires and stimulates people in living better lives. 



What you build will be what you believe. To one culture 
worship of God is paramount, to the other, getting 
somewhere fast seems all important.("From Earth Up," 
James Hubble McGraw-Hill Co. New York) 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Using the existing site of St. Paul Lutheran Church as the basis of 

the new construction of the joint church and adult day care / activity 

center seems the most advantageous route to take. This site has larger 

acreage, and is not encoached upon by other buildings or businesses. 

It is suggested also that the present sanctuary be retained to maintain its 

historical beauty and values, while adding new construction which will 

compliment the old. The union will require a new and larger sanctuary, 

fellowship hall, educational facilities, and recreational facilities. The new 

sanctuary will be for formal worship services while the old sanctuary will 

become a chapel to be used for smaller meetings, activities and 

services. 

In keeping with the traditions of the German-Lutheran heritage, a 

large area for fellowship is required. The festive activities of the 

members as well as the general community must be considered. 

The adult activity center will be designed in harmony with the rest of 

the facilities. This will make it possible to meet the needs of members 

and non-church members alike. The center will specialize in activities for 

the senior citizen's daily use who would othenwise be home-bound or 

unable to care for themselves during the day. Adult day care is a way of 

helping adults of the Wilson community and surrounding area with 

physical or mental disabilities to live more independent and active lives. 

This center must intergrate social, recreational, 

rehabilitative and medical services into a regular program of care. 

Nutrition will .be an extremely important consideration for those with 

physical and mental handicaps as they often are not able to provide 

this adequately for themselvs. The health services provided are the 

distinguishing characteristic which sets this type of program apart from 

an activity center available to those who do not suffer from disabilities. 

Future expansion and reorganization will also be taken into 

consideration and provided for in a master plan. 
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From each hill and rock 
I hear a song 

Life adrift within. 

All parts are mine 
Earth and river 
Field and tree 

interlaced with man. 

Song of wind wrapped in sea 
of rain and stars 

Sprinkled in the sand. 

Mud and Life and I 
Together 

Quiet worship bring. 
(Hubble, p. 62) 

IMAGE 

If our culture had the power to rearrange nature, we would 
not only do away with the thorns of the rose bush but also 
the flower of the rose...seeing both as non-essential. With 
the thorns would go struggle and growth and with the rose 
delight and worship. (Hubble, p. 28) 

CHURCH: 

The indispensability of God's Word, the importance of the 

Sacraments, the strong belief in justification by faith, theuniversal 

priesthood of all believers, and the kingship of Christ as the only Lord 

and head of His Church are major influences on the priorities of the 

church and its design. (Bruggink and Droppers. "Christ and 

Architecture" p. 2) To set forth the God-ordained means by which Christ 

comes to his people is the goal of church architecture. A church which 

will interpret the spirit of the Lord and of the Gospel and which will also 

promote these ideals and assure their perpetuation to the people is the 

goal of the church. Because the Word is indispensable, the pulpit, as 

the architectural manifistation of the Word, must be indispensable 

architecturally clear. (IBID. p.80) Because the pulpit derives its 

importance from the preaching of the Words of the Bible , the Bible must 



be visible on the pulpit. Additionally the pulpit is a place of special 

prominence in the church. Although the altar retains the central 

position, the pulpit is placed nearer to the congregation, stressing the 

primacy of the scriptures as the repositiory of spiritual truth. 

As the sign and seal of being baptized into Christ, Baptism is to be 

performed in the presence of the congregation where they , the body of 

Christ, may witness it. The Lord's Table for Communion should also be 

visible to the congregantion. Because the gospel of Jesus Christ's 

death, burial, and resurrection lies at the heart of the Lutheran faith, it 

should be illustrated in some way in the architecture of the church. The 

Sacrament of Communion, through which God's grace is received, is 

given prominence in the Lutheran service. The focus of the church is 

upon the altar where the Christ is truly present in the Eucharist. 

Lutherans worship on Sunday because Jesus Christ rose from the dead 

on the first day of the week and in a Lutheran Church every worshipper 

should be reminded of his own victory over death through Christ's 

resurrection each time he enters the church sanctuary. 

A church is a place where God's people gather to worship God. 

How they worship, as well as what they believe, is either reinforced or 

undermined by the architecture. Church architecture is therefore first 

and foremost a matter of theology rather than a matter of style. 

Lutherans believe that a church building can be created which will 

surround them and their descendants in a Christian consciousness 

which will not fade with time. The structure should be built to last a long 

time, for as there is permanence in the Christian faith so there must be 

permanence in the building which is constructed to give expression to 

that faith. The Church is built around the preaching of the Word and is 

nourished by the Sacraments. 

Primary expression should be given to the symbols of Christ's 

presence (pulpit, font, and altar) and not designed around the 

congregation's momentary whims. Architecturally, the people of God 

must not be treated as spectators but as members of a family. The 

church is people and will be as strong as the people or as weak as the 

people. At times it is possible to lose sight of this reality of the church 

unless it is constantly placed before the people. To hear sermons, for 



example, in surroundings designed to impress upon the people that 

they are in the House of God is to give weight and emphasis to those 

sermons. Unity must however, continue to be symbolically 

emphasized. (IBID. p. 288,9) 

The choir is best able to serve the purpose of cissisting the 

congregation when singing not as a performance directed to the 

congregation from the front of the church, but together with the 

congregation from the back .(IBlD.p. 411) Acoustically the organ can 

best assist the congregation when it is behind and slightly above the 

worshipers. 

In respect to Lutheran church art. individual figurative pieces are too 

indicative of ancient idol worship therefore murals are more acceptable 

than are individual canvases. The sculptured treatment of a wall or door 

is desirable rather than a singlesculptured piece. (A. Christ-Janer, 

"Modern Church Architecture, p. 123") The cross is a legitimate symbol 

of Christianity. It should not be misused as a decorative design and, the 

cross used once, is enough. (Bruggink and Droppers, p. 458) 

Excessive window usage, clear glass and east-end placement can be 

disconcerning because of strong light in the congregation's face. Large 

expanses of clear glass to open the church to nature are in order, if 

concentration of the Holy Presence is not lost. A flood of clear light to 

emphasize the clarity of the Protestant faith can be incorporated without 

distracting the worshipers. Stained glass effectively shields the 

congregation from distraction, while shedding a deeper and more 

mystical light upon the interior. The pattern of light should best be not of 

representational forms, but rather symbolic (A. Christ - Janer. p. 124). 

The image projected by the education and fellowship complexs will 

be an extension of that of the sanctuary. It will be evident to the 

observer that the activities carried on in these complexes are related to 

those of the church. As the church witness to the spiritual needs of the 

members, the educational activities minister to the mental and spiritual 

growth needs of the members of the church. This complex should not 

be viewed as either less important or separate from the image or function 

of the church proper. Education and fellowship are not after thoughts of 

the church but are a necessary functions. Worship grows from Christian 



education and Christian education grows from worship. Worship, 

education and fellowship are essential In the religion thought of the 

Lutheran Church and they should be visually obvious in the design of 

the structures. 

Man's gift in the natural world is that of free will, the gift to 
value and select- an awesome gift.(Hubble p. 34.) 

ACTIVITY CENTER: 

The center will provide numerous places for the gathering of all 

types of civic functions for members of the church as well as members of 

the community and surrounding area. Thecenterwillprimarily be used 

for education and recreation purposes. This facility will be used for ball 

game tournaments.ethnic festivals, city functions, bizarrs, fund raisers, 

dances, receptions, and other functions. This facility will be under the 

auspices of the church but will be a completely separate structure. The 

design will be inviting and yet indigenous to the area, complimenting the 

design of the church and day care center. Traditionally, "Dance halls" 

are large wooden barn type structures , it will not be necessary to mimic 

this image but it will be necessary to strive to create a similar, pleasant, 

comfortable setting. The landscape and facility should be integrated 

with the master plan of the complete complex, exalting its purposes. 

ADULT DAY CARE CENTER: 

With the increasing population of elderly citizens due to the 

advancement of modern technology, there is a need for a "place" for 

these people in their own communities. The needs and requirements of 

these elderly individuals will be delt with under two basic categories: 

those who wish to remain in their present homes but desire occasional 

care which could be provided by an adult care facility and those who 

require the close attention that a full time service could offer (food. 
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therapeutical and medical attention). Although Wilson is a small town 

services of an adult day care center are justified when the needs of the 

whole community are taken into account. The small town environment 

of Wilson will be beneficial to the establishment of the proposed day 

care center because the people of the community are very coherent in 

their personal and social relationships. This is reinforced by the fact that 

almost everyone in the community knows practically everyone else, thus 

offering the opportunity for each individual to keep their own place in 

the society and community. Being able to receive the care they need 

while remaining in their own community is a very desirable benefit 

because the elderly need to feel at home in their environment so that 

they can carry-on with life. The community will benefit from being able to 

keep its elderly citizens within the community because of the wealth of 

knowledge and experience these people have to offer. 

Because the levels of disabilities will vary with those who use this 

facility it will be necessary to create an atmosphere that is safe for even a 

very frail individual. By designing to accommodate the needs of this 

person, the other people who will use this space will be adequately 

cared for as well. Clustered spatial arrangements are desired for the less 

competent individuals. The design of both private and shared space 

may vary depending on individual competency, what the individual is 

accustomed to and other factors. Large open areas, multiple doorways 

and differing floor textures are to be avoided. Circulation paths will be 

kept free of low objects that will obstruct traffic or may be stumbled over. 

Bathrooms, activity centers, and other commonly used areas should be 

in close proximity to the major lounging area or antechamber. 

Furnishings and physical props should be specifically related to the 

nature of the activity they are facilitating. Chairs, sofas and settees will 

have arm rests, high neck/head rests and will not have low roungs in the 

front of the chairs which could bruise the backs of the legs. All 

furnishings will be relatively simple and have chamfered edges and 

corners. 

To reduce confusion and frustration, mirrors will not be used (with 

the exception of the restrooms), sharp color contrasts and confusing 

color patterns, fine detail and element changes will be avoided. The 



sense of security is of utmost importance. Partitions dividing the room 

into larger spaces will be used with home-like fumishings to create an 

atmosphere that is comfortable and serene. Full length draperies 

for traditional appearance, daylight and heat control will be utilized. Tall 

plants for aesthetic interest and diffusion of daylight are especially 

desirable. Uncomplicated interior design solutions are necessary and a 

well planed environment will enable the individual to maintain some 

degree of autonomy, personal integrity, and functional efficiency. 

("Interior Design Recommendations ...Adult Day Care Centers", Dr. 

JoAnn Shroyer. H. F.E. Journal, Fall 1985) 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

Goal: Create a worshipful, aesthetically pleasing space with 

special considerations given to concepts which are unique to 

the Lutheran Church. 

Objective: The sanctuary where weekly worship services 

are to be held is of primarily consideration. The exterior 

form as well as the interior space should be symbolically 

expressive of the community of Christ's presence in the 

Christian faith within the Lutheran religion. 

Goal: Create an image which is expressive of Christ in the 

Lutheran religion which will be spiritually up-lifting to 

each participant. 

Objective: Use a combination of attractive building forms, art 

forms, and other complexes along with appropriate 

landscaping to inspire the people who use these facilities. 

10 



Goal: Create in form and furnishings Christ's presence in 

expressive aesthetically pleasing spaces. 

Objective: The qualities of acoustics, lighting and drama in 

worship are to be utilized to create a holiness. 

Goal: A union religiously and civicly of differing groups. 

Objective : Unite the two churches and create a place for the 

entire city were all ages, but especially the elderly, will 

have a home away from home. 

Goal: Create a sense of community 

Objective : Revitalize the community by creating a common 

meeting place for activities which will be a source of pride 

for all users of the facility. 

Goal: Refresh and revitalize the church members and 

townspeople. 

Objective: The new larger structures will give encouragement 

to the members of the church and community and will 

revitalize interest in meeting the needs of all segments of 

the community. It will give the elderly the opportunity to 

be involved in doing activities which will provide for them 

happiness and contentment. 

Goal: Create a new pride in the church and community. 

Objective: If given the opportunity to be proud of their new 

worship and activity complex the community will regain an 

interest and enthusiasm in their church and community. 

Goal: Increase the economic stability of the church and 

community. 

Objective: By uniting the two groups and creating one meeting 

place, expenses will be greatly reduced in addition to 

creating a setting where the elderly members of the 

11 



community will want to remain active. This will allow them 

to be caretakers of the facility, remain active In community 

service and retain a sense of worth in their declining years. 

Goal: Functionally accommodate access, movement and flexibility. 

Objective: The site access and egress by automobile and 

pedestrians will be patterned so as to facilitate ease of 

circulation movements, minimizing conflicts ( interior and 

exterior) within each complex and activity area. 

Goal: Satisfy the needs in the church and community. 

Objective: Insure the likes, dislikes, traditions and appropriate 

needs of each using group. 

12 
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Tradition or consensus of likes and dislikes is an inadequate 
basis for design. In times of change and upheaval it is only 
natural for some people to cling to the traditions of their 
forefathers. It is just as natural for a new generation to 
press for change. It is completely viable to take either 
position. (Architectural Handbook, p.9) 

HISTORY 

In the Old Testament of the Bible, Genisus 4:26, it is written 
" At that time men began to call upon the name of the Lord." 
This records the beginning of worship. 

THE LUTHERAN RELIGION 

The distinction of the Lutheran Church as an institution begins in 

the sixteenth century. Its name is derives from Martin Luther who on 

October 31. 1517 nailed his document of 95 protests to the door of the 

castle church in Wittenburg. The strength of Lutheranism is the 

interpretation of Christian doctrine, based squarely upon the Bible as 

the divinely inspired Word of God. (Which way to Lutheran Unity? 

Tietjen. John H. 1966. p. 110) In 1512. Luther became a Doctor of 

Theology, and faithfully continued his studies for the rest of his life 

being strongly influenced by the Gospel which states "The power of 

God for salvation is for everyone who has faith." ("The Church of the 

Lutheran Reformation" Benjes. Paul p. 32-38.) In 1520 Luther and his 

followers were removed from the Roman Catholic Church by Pope 

Leo X. Luther's attempt at reform was followed by the profoundly 

important events of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation. Ten 

years later, with the Augsburg Confession of 1530, Protestantism, or 

what is known today as Lutheranism, was brought into official existance. 

Early Reformed churches retained the use of the existing buildings 

because of their conserative nature. No new form of architecture was 

required, only removal of the idols and shrines in old temples and 

cathedrals. Proclamation of the Word and the administration of the 

Sacraments gave the pulpit and altar and chancel ornaments a new 

emphasis. Only one altar was necessary. Side altars for private masses 

were removed. Objects considered conducive to the adoration of the 

Virgin and saints were no longer tolerated. Some sculptures and 

15 



paintings that were not viewed as pieces of worship or idolitry were 

accepted. (Benjes p. 45) 

A new appreciation of the Lord's Supper resulted in the separation 

of the altar and pulpit. The pulpit is usually placed between the altar and 

the people. The choir and organ are to be placed to the side of the 

chancel or at the rear of the gallery. The Reformation produced a liturgy 

that has achieved remarkable uniformity in the Lutheran churches of 

various lands. New importance was attached to the preaching of the 

Gospel which became the heart of the service. Preaching and the 

Sacraments are intended to make clear to the people the truths of the 

Scripture. Luther's emphasis on the proclamation of the Word caused 

the sernion to assume a major place in the service. The attention paid to 

the vestments of the clergy and the choir were transferred to the aitar, 

chancel paraments and vessels for baptism and communion. This was 

intended to reflect a concern that the work of the church be carried on 

revently and in conscientious orderliness. (Benjies p. 283-300) In the 

Post-Reformation period the new churches added two new areas; an 

axial scheme with chior in the "west" gallery and the three units of 

ceremonial furniture situated on the central axis in the "east" end. In 

new churches a long rectangular form was preferred, with the altar often 

in the center of a long wall. Circular and cruciform types were also 

erected durring that time. Influences moved from the Baroque period 

with its richly decorated buildings, to the Renaissance with more light 

for the congregation and color and design in the altar and pulpit area. 

Wars destroyed many old large buildings and rebuilt ones were much 

smaller, less pretentious and more functional. 

(Benjies p.283) 

The heritage of Lutheranism has provided patterns of thought, 

worship, and activity which have tended to keep Lutheranism distinct 

from other churches. Lutheran worship is characterized by formal ritual. 

Lutherans would generally say that liturgical patterns make it possible for 

people to worship together in a church rather than as a group of 

individuals, and most all Lutherans treasure the idea of a fairly 

consistently ordered service of worship because they are concerned 

*- t}-» 
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with common worship. (Tietjen p. 135) 

The Lutheran church in America is as old as the American nation 

and is an integral and potent part of American Christanity. ( 'The 

Lutheran Church in America " A. R. Wentz p.5) The first Lutherans 

present in the United States were clearly documented to be Hollanders, 

Germans and Scandinavians in the colony of New Netherland (New York) 

in 1623. ("Diamond Jubilee. Lutheranism in the Panhandle" Peter 

Peterson p.1) Before the American Revolution a great many German 

Lutherans had settled in Pennsylvania and the neighboring states 

They became the ancestors of a large number of the eight million 

Lutherans now in this country. Lutheranism is the largest and oldest of 

the Protestant denominations, and is the officially recognized state 

church of Norway. Sweden. Denmark and Finland. It is widespread in 

Germany, the Netherlands and other parts of Europe. As land sales 

boomed after 1905 in North Texas an increasing number of Lutherans, 

largely farmers from the midwest, moved into the Panhandle of Texas. 

(Peterson p. 2) Lutheranism in the United States is presently 

'•<^^^':vM^'^^i>i^''ii^''i:^^&i^^i^ expenencing a tremendous resurgence. Strong movements toward 

y./vy0t#r:^-t-;^i'J:^ryr*^^^ yp^y f̂ gyg {jggn active in recent years and mergers have taken place 

which have significantly reduced the number of independent synods or 

'̂ ^ churches. 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH - MISSOURI SYNOD 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in 1908, commissioned the 

first minister for the panhandle area of Texas, The Rev. A. M. Lohrmann. 

In 1909. Pastor W. E. Dube joined Lohmann to help decrease the work 

load of the territory covered by the "circuit" pastor. (Peterson p.8) 

("Pause to Paunder", Robert J. Koenig, 1980, p. 128) By 1921 the 

transition from German to E nglish services had been accomplished. 

("Missouri in Texas." W. H. Bewie p.82) The Littlefield - Wilson - Ralls -

Southerland circuit was thereafter served by vicars (interns). After that 

time the Littlefield-Wilson churches were removed from that circuit and 

were served jointly until 1926. By 1926 St. Paul Lutheran Church in 

Wilson could financially support its own pastor thereby making it 

unnecessary for missionaries to serve two churhes in such a vast field. 

FIRST CHURCH Dedicated July 18, 1926. 

PRESENT CHURCH Dedicated July 3, 1953. 

17 



(Koenig p. 130) The Wilson congregation has been served by the 

following ministers over the past years: 
1906-1917 vicars 
1917-1921 Rev. Kueker 
1921-1926 Rev. C. Scheider 
1926-1936 Rev. M.Scaer 
1937-1943 Rev. E. Lange 
1943-1945 vacant 
1945-1947 Rev. H.W. Kieck 
1947-1954 Rev. P. W. Heckmann 
1954-1960 Rev. George Heinemeir 
1960-1967 Rev. R. F. Kamrath 
1968-1970 Rev. F. Koessel 
1971-1975 Rev. G.Archer 
1976-1980 Rev. R. Rist 
1980-1983 Rev. Otto Kretzmann 
1983-1984 vacant 
1984- Rev. David W. Rohde 

ST. JOHN AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Lutherans have from the beginning paid their own expenses, 

determined their own congregational organizations and form of worship, 

engaged their own pastors and through their ministers did their own 

ordaining. (Weitz p.52) In about 1850 a conflict began to appear in the 

General Lutheran Synod between the growing conserative wing 

strongly infused with historic Lutheranism and those who advocated 

"American Lutheranism", which sought to accomodate the faith to the 

"American" spirit. (Weitz p. 137-8) A second Lutheran church in 

Wilson, St. John Lutheran Church, began holding semi-regular services 

in 1913 under the guidance of Rev. C. Standler, who also served at 

Lockney, Texas. In 1916 the first confirmation class of St. John 

Lutheran Church was confirmed by Rev. A. Weber. In January 1917 

regularly sceduled Sunday worship services were begun but it was not 

until January, 1918 that the congregation officially organized and 

chartered with the First Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Texas. In 1927 

Rev. Roth began to integrate one English service per month with the 

German which had previously been the exclusive language of the 

worship services. By 1938 the Wilson congregation had reversed its 

language situation, having three English services and one German 

service per month. In 1961 St. John Lutheran Church adopted a new 

18 



constitution and became a member of the American Lutheran Church. 

Over the years this church, as has been the case with St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, has had a great number of ministers who have served the 

church with an average tenure of about 3 years : 

' " i l l . I l l " 

E:sUblislicd in 19U by William 
Gicen and restored in 1964. 
the Wilson Mercantile Com
pany 1.S one of the oldest 
operating stores In Texas. The 
Interior contains a vast array 
of frontier day anticiucs where 
you are always welcome to 
sit down beside a i)Ot bellied 
st/pv.' niKl liavr ii iii|> nf 
fieshly-groiind bcun coffee 

All meat Is carefully selected 
by management, butchered 
and smoked or frozen on the 
premises. 

1913-1916 
1916-1917 
1917-1919 
1919-1925 
1925-1926 
1926-1934 
1934-1946 
1946-1948 
1949-1950 
1950-1951 
1951-1954 
1954-1957 
1958-1962 
1962-1966 
1967-1968 
1969-1970 
1971-1974 
1975-1983 
1984-

Rev. C. Stadler 
Rev. A. Weber 
Rev. Ronald Schlueter 
Rev. A. B. Weiss 
Rev. John Flierl 
Rev. C. N. Roth 
Rev. E. Herber 
Rev. E. C. Poehlman 
Intern C.C. Ehler 
Rev. Leslie W. Huebnet 
Rev. C. C. Ehler 
Rev. Malcolm E. Hoffman 
Rev. James P. Burnett 
Rev. John W. Onda 
Rev. Fred Hamilton 
Rev. Leo Widdel 
Rev. Louis Balderach 
Rev. Bob Zacharis 
Rev. Greg Pietz 

WILSON CITY HISTORY 

Wilson was founded in 1911 by William Green, son of a family who 

settled in south Texas more than a century ago. Mr. Green and Lonnie 

Lunsden acquired over fifty sections of the Old Dixie Ranch in the 

northern part of Lynn County. Settlers came to the area and the 

community was called Wilson for the original tract and indirectly for Rev. 

J. C. Wilson, State Senator, at that time. The Santa Fe Railway put a line 

here when the town was new and Mr. Green had a mercantile store in a 

frame building where the present building stands today. The Wilson 

Mercantile was restored in 1963 by Mrs. William Green, daughter-in-law 

of the founder. The authentic relics, tools, clothing and toys in the store 

are of the period when the Greens came to Texas and the time when the 

town was first founded. 

Wilson is a picturesque little town located on Farm to Market Road 

400 between Slaton and Tahoka in Lynn County, in the heart of many 

acres of good farming land. It has a population of approximately 500 . 

(Noma Moore, Wilson City Secretary) 
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ADULT DAY CARE HISTORY: 

As the search for ways to care for the chronically disabled citizens 

outside of institutions has gained momentum, a number of alternatives 

to custodial care in a residential setting have emerged. One of these 

alternatives-adult day care-has expanded rapidly over the past 14 

years. From its beginning as " day treatment" for psychiatric patients in 

Britain during the 1950s, it has gradually come to take a prominent role in 

the emerging system of community-based long term care. At its heart, 

adult day care, is a coordinated program of services provided to adults 

with significant physical or mental disabilities in a non-residential setting. 

The specific services provided may include social, health-related, 

rehabilitative and/or mental health services. Recreation and nutrition, in 

addition, are typicaly part of adult day care activities. 

In 1972, there were fewer than ten non-psychiatric adult day care 

centers in the United States. According to the Urban Institute's informal 

survey there were probably 1000 or more such programs by late 1982. 

Adult day care centers have been successful in keeping impaired adults 

out of hospitals and nursing homes. They serve primarily to supplement 

the care of impaired people living in their communities who despite their 

impairment, are unlikely to become institutionalized for such care. Untill 

recently, there was no national association of providers actively 

promoting a standard set of practices in the field. The National Institute 

on Adult Day Care (affiliated with the National Council on Aging) is 

attempting to fill this gap but its concern is primrily with programs for the 

elderly, rather than all disabled adults. The Federal Government has 

defined the program as: 

Day Care is a program of service provided under health 
leadership in an ambulatory care setting for adults who do not 
require 24-hour institutional care and yet, by virtue of 
physical, and / or mental disability, are not capable of 
full-time independent living. The essential elements of a day 
care program are directed to meeting the health care needs 
of participants, but the socialization elements of the 
program are considered vital for overcoming the isolation so 
often associated with illness in the aged and disabled and In 
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fostering and maintaining a maximum state of health and 
well-being.(P.L. 92-603. Section 222) 

The field of adult day care has grown, taking on two unique model 

frameworks and standards. The "Physical Rehabilitation" program 

includes a greater health and therapy program than required in a civic 

program. The second is a "Pot Pourii" program. This program is more 

often a free standing program staffed by a variety of licensed and 

volunteer personnel. 

This second kind serves an older diverse population, including 

some with primarily social and cognitive disabilities (isolation, disruptive 

behavior, disorientation, confusion, senility) and others who are 

dependent in the activities of daily living and basically need some 

assistance in order to remain in their homes. The basic core of services 

includes general nursing care, meals, personal grooming, recreation, 

and social work counseling. In addition there is the need to provide 

clients with round-trip transportation, a critical component of successful 

day care programming. 

Although adult day care is itself a social service it is composed of 

individual services including health services. An adult day care program 

with less intensive social services will not be as active in encouraging 

independence or change in a client's condition. The dimensions of a 

care center should include: social service, health care, activity 

participation, social interaction. 
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3. SITE-CLIMATE CENSUS 



If the church has as much to say as it does, if it is as much a 
part of every day life as it is, then its location should be as 
obvious and as conspicuous as possible. (Architecture 
Handbook p.6) 

SITE , CLIMATE and STATISTICAL DATA 

SITE: 

ON SITE AND SURROUNDING AREA INFLUENCES: 

Wilson, Texas with a population of 578 is a typical south plains 

country town. The development potential is limited by the economy, the 

conservative culture and its limited users. There are few site influences. 

The farms, ranch style homes, Victorian homes, small low income brick 

homes and surrounding cotton fields are the only influences directly 

connected with the site although there are many religious traditions that 

will influence the design. The only historical building within the town is 

the Wilson Mercantile Co. "Green Building", which was established in 

1917 in the present one story brick building . It is presently used as a 

museum. The site was originally a cotton field and still is boardered on 

two sides by a field. 

The extremely flat site leaves little land excavating and little difficult 

slopes to deal with, but because of this same enigma, there will need to 

be Interest brought into the design and landscaping. The high winds 

typical of the West Texas Plains Is a major issue that must be addressed. 

With the lack of bad weather extremes (hot or cold) there is much leeway 

for possible outdoor designs. 
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WILSON TX. 

Station: Tahoka Tx. 

(9mi. SE of Wilson) 

Index: #8818 

Division: #01 

County: Lynn 

Latitude: 33-10 

Longitude: 101-48 W 

Elevation: 3115' 

Population by County : 1000-4999 

Population Origin Group : German 

Agricultural Region: Southern High Planes 

Rolling Plains and Praires 

(farming-cotton, grain 

sorgum, wheat) 

Vegetation Region: Plains Grassland 

(short grasses, treeless) 

26 



Ex/^r/^/5 ^i-TB' ^r PAUL LurHiEf<At^ CHURCH NO ^ Y H O O 

5CALE: 40. 



.CITY 
' ? * 

MAP o r 

OF WILSON 
T E X A S 

flk •ate ** iat 

00 
•sy 

\ 

» I ^=:miir-J L__Si. 

9-

-:_iJU--

L U M ^ D E N 

• • * • 

"ZOUG^R 

pi 

f.,-::—: 

9 I 

I n 

/ ! 

H0U6TON 

5 ^ ^=e^ r^~Z] b/f-

: : = 6 > ^ ' 5^-n r̂ '̂S-'̂ ^ 

~Ji^' 

( ' M 

— - — , . ^ o r ~ 

. . . , 

. 

1 

' 

'•• 1 

I 

v\^ 

* . • • • t 

• • • • • • • 

• t • • « 

lilJilMa-.Xj. 
• • « ' t 

• • • » t ; 

iKC=X 

-^tic: 
• • > 

" '.^icfer 

Vr-rrara—^—i 

13=1- ^ 

% • t ' » • ! • : » I 

• • • » • • • I I 
: ^ 

: 4 ^ = 1 - = - ' . 

. — 1 . ( 
^ 

• • c I 

^ _ ^ 

,.» I ' . ; . _ (^^ -__ 

I 



5 i • 

r ' ^ ?• . f I 

h t - fi T^ ,» T^) J 
-1 

1 i f i . i T* r •• T ! f - ^ r r - i v N • 

. < »• 

9 0 2 • ' • 
1 3 9 SO. MILES' 

..J. 
I 

r 

,.,.:7^r^PiK% 

GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP 

LYNN COUNTY 
TEXAS 153 

TEXAS srare MICWAY (XMSTMENT 
PLiSNiNG AND »?>E4ftCM OrviSiON 

U S OCPWMENT > ' TRANSPOnTATKDN 
^eOCAAL HiOHWAV lOWiNlSTRAnOfV 



ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

Medium-duty — = = _ Light-duty 

Unimproved dirt 

Sta 
ir'r ^'? % 

te Route /. .;•' ,K n: 0^ ''•V 
L v i * • ' ' • • , • ; • , ' ' ; , 

V-> v-',,-/o.,'v 

% ' ^ < ' 
WJLSONf̂ OTX"^ ,; 
N3315 - W101 J > ' < i ^ ^ g [2^ 

ttO^ ^^ ,nr\':':i F I OTATlON 30 



4.0 
3.75 
3.5 
3.25 
3.0 
2.75 
2.5 
2.25 
2.0 
1.75 
1.5 
1.25 
1.0 
.75 
.5 
.25 
0 

TOTAL PRECIPITATION (P) AND DEPARTURES (D) 

.31 

l o 
P D 
JAN 

1.82 

2.95 

.99 .90 

.59 I I I -^^ 

i II ll 
P D P D P D 
FEB I^AR APR 

3.03 

2.31 

1.31 

I 

5.22 

2.54 

P D 
I^AY 

P D 
JUN 

0_ 
P D 
JUL 

.77 

I 0_ 
P D 
AUG 

3.62 

: 
P D P D 
SEP OCT 

.24 .16 
' 0 | 0 i D 

NOV 
P D 
DEC 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURES (T) AND DEPARTURES (D) IN ^ F 

85 
80 
75 
70 
65 
60 
55 
50 
45 
40 
35 
30 
9t; 

81.3 
75.1 79.9 

71.5 

63.9 

52.9 

40.5 
36 m 

l l 

. _ T D T D 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN 

TEMPERATURES EXTREMES ^ F FOR 1985 

49.9 

T D T D T D T D 
SEP OCT NOV DEC 

31 



HIGH : 105 (AUG.) 
LOW : -2 (FEB.) 

MONTHLY AND SEASONAL COOLING DEGREE DAYS 
(BASE = 65 DEGREES FAHRENHEIT) 

550 510 
500 
450 
400 
350 
300 
250 222 • • • 25:1 
200 
150 
100 69 
50 -0- -0- 4 i H § • ^ • ^ ^ 12 -0- -0-

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP COT NOV DEC 

SOIL TEMPERATURE 

130 
120 
110 
100 
90 
80 
70 64 67 63 I I I H I • 73 77 76 79 B I 1 70 67 63 
60 159 • • I I 1 6 3 63 69 53 
50 49 48 I B I 
40 I I l | 44 46 48 
30 34 35 " s i 
20 30 28 
10 
0 

DEPTH4 8 4 8 4 8 4 8 4 8 4 8 4 8 4 8 4 8 4 8 4 8 4 8 
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

(DEPTH IN INCHES) 

r 

32 



Population: 

Lvnn Countv 1980 Total: 8650 

Age 
POPULATION 

m. Percentage 
0 - 4 
5 -17 

18-44 
45-64 
65 + 

male 
female 

Wilson 

Population 
area 
city 

740 
2243 
2831 
1639 
1152 

4184 
4421 

1970 

1327 
566 

( percentage increse 10.4%) 

Housing units 
area 
city 

174 
149 

Farming Citizens 
Non-farming 

White 
Spanish-
Black 
Other 

-

-

-
-

8.6% 
26.1% 
32.9% 
19.0% 
13.4% 

48.46 % 
51.56% 

1980 

1513 
433 

440 
179 

1,565.(45.75 %) 
7,040. (54.25 %) 

6,671. (61.37 %) 
3,264. (30.03 %) 
277. ( 2.54 %) 
657. ( 6.06 %) 

Heritage percentage 65 % German 

Elderly Widows Aprox 50% 

Church distribution: 
Lutheran (L.M.S.C.) 
Lutheran (A.LC.) 
Baptist 

Baptist Spanish mission 
Methodist 
Catholic 

175 
111 
110 

40 
69 
97 
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Education levels 

Grade 
0 - 8 
9 -12 
12 + 
total 
population 

No. 
1,707 
2,046 

933 
4,686 
8605 

Economic Background 

Percentaoe 
36.4% 
43.7% 
19.9% 

54.4% 

1980 Agriculture reciepts $ 48 million 
$ 37.4 mill from crops 

1981 County ranked 7^" in upland cotton producing 
228,300 bales of cotton produced 
other crops : sunflower, grain sorgum wheat, eggs 
8.000 head of cattle 
$ 19.8 mill in retail sales 
$ 60,615,131 on deposit in banks 

(Information was verbally recieved from various census and 
statistics through the Lynn County Agent) 
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The quest for new ways to make Architecture of the Church 
building express the faith and worship of the people of God 
rrxjre clearly is one of the most hopeful signs of our day. 
Design of structure and art appropriate to the purpose of 
showing visual signs of people's faith in God is acceptable. 
(Architectural Handbook p.7) 

SPACE . ACTIVITY ANALYSIS 

INTRODUCTION 

The activity studies, specific space studies and systems data criteria 

have been combined in this section. They concisely yet thoroughly 

discuss each area of activity or design importance throughout the 

Triplex. The three complexes are individually detailed so that each 

space may be correlated with its adjacent or enveloped spaces. 

SPACE LIST 

A sense of oneness of all parts, asks for 
A uniqueness of each part. (Hubble, p.30) 

Church facility 
Sanctuary 
Chancel 

Altar 
Pulpit 
Lectern 
Communion Rail 
Baptismal Font 
Clergy Seat 
Chancel Ornaments 
Special Considerations 

Nave 
Choir Area 
Organ 

Narthex 
Nursery 

Sacristy 
Administrative Offices 

Receptionist 
Secretary 
Work Space 

Assistant's Office 
Minister's Office 
File Room 
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Storage 
Duplicating 
Counseling Room 
Study 
Library-Parlor 

Education Facility Office 
Class Room Complex 

Nursery 
Primary 
Junior 
Junior High 
Senior High 
Adult 

Fellowship Hall 
Kitchen 
Restroom 
Mechanical Room 
Exterior Greeting Area 
Parking 
Church Tower 
Special Considerations 

Acoustics 
Lighting 
Solar Energy Devices 
Handicapped Barrier 

Activity Center 
Meeting Area 
Dining and Kitchen Facility 
Dance Hall 
Restroom 
Outdoor Activities 

Adult Day Care Center 
Administrative Offices 
Nurse Office 
Volunteer Lounge 
Activity Rooms 

Exercise - Physical Fitness Area 
Arts - Crafts 
Quilting 
Games 

Seminar Rooms 

Dining and Kitchen Facilities 
Personal Hygiene Areas 
Restrooms 
Entry Porch 
Entry Foyer 
Lobby Space 
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CHURCH FACILITY 

Art should be communication between two souls. 
For with it as an expression of love. 
It is indesparable from hope, and perhaps more simply, 

It is worship ... in the sense that the morning sun, 
the song of a bird, are worship.(Hubble, p.45) 

SPACE: Sanctuary 

USER: Congregation, [Minister, Choir, 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: Within the sanctuary there 

are three specific spaces : Nave, Chancel and Narthex. The many 

spaces within these sanctuary areas can be better described 

individually. 

SPACE: Chancel 

USER: Congregation, Minister, Choir, 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: - The primary user in the 

Chancel area will be the minister, although the congregation will also 

be receiving communion in this area. The Chancel provides for the 

pulpit, altar, communion rail, baptismal font, and seating for the 

minister and the assistant. The chancel should be raised three steps, 

to symbolize the Trinity (not more than 6" high with a minimum tread of 

16"). It should clear the aisles with a minimum of 5', to provide 

circulation around the chancel's perimeter. It may be centrally, or 

asymetrically located as long as its activities are within comfortable 

vision range. The chancel is the climatic point of the sanctuary and the 

main center of liturgical activities. Therefore, special attention should 

be given to all of its elements and appointments. The chancel in 

today's church is an integral part of the sanctuary. A distant separation 

of these elements should be avoided and a distinct separation of 

celebrants and worshipers should not be stressed. The chancel 

should extend as far as practical into the nave so that all can equally 

participate in corporate worship. The chancel is the historical liturgical 

center with the concentration of worship at the altar. Within the 

chancel are various objects and their activities and space 

requirements can be further explained individually: 
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Altar- The altar design should reflect the character of a table and 

reflect the concept of the Last Supper. It should reflect dignity and be 

meticulous throughout its details. General guidelines for size are 3' 

wide X 9'long x 3 1/2'high, but may vary greatly from this. The altar is 

the most sacred element in the chancel, both in traditional and 

modern worship. 

Pulpit- The pulpit is used by the minister and is located in the Qoniraon 

chancel area. It will provide a Bible rest, space for notes, a microphone 

and a light for ease of reading. The pulpit is that point from which the 

preacher brings the message of the Gospel and the Word of God to 

the worshipers. It should be prominently placed in the chancel 

without obstructing the view of the altar or other elements in the 

chancel. A centrally placed pulpit in a circular room does not permit 

the preacher to have eye contact with all of the worshipers. It should 

be located so that it may be comfortably seen by all. The preacher's 

hand movements, gestures and other visual motions should be able 

to be seen by each worshiper. This will enable him to deliver his 

message forcefully and have personal contact with each person. It is 

good for the pulpit to be raised two or three steps so that not only will 

the preachers stature give him greater dignity, but even more 

importantly that he may be seen more easily by the whole 

congregation. The design character should be related to the church 

as a whole but a suitable guideline would be 4' x 4' x 3" 10" tall. 

Lectern- The lectern is a secondary focal point of the chancel area. 

The lectern is located opposite the pulpit and used for informal talks 

and scripture readings. The minister, assistant minister and laymen are 

the primary users. The symbolism and design should be closely 

related to the pulpit but on a much smaller scale. There needs to be a 

Bible rest, notes and extra paper space, along with a microphone and 

reading light. It is not necessary to raise the lectern on a platform but it 

can be raised one half the height of the pulpit for appearance sake if 

desired. 
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WMil 

Communion rail- The communion railing is located in the chancel 

area between the altar and the pulpit and lectern. The communicants 

are ushered to the chancel where they proceed to the communion 

rail, bow, and kneel to receive the sacraments. While one group of 

communicants are at the rail, another group is waiting to replace them 

after the first group has received a blessing. The circulation efficiency 

pattern is essential. A step just before the rail that is used for kneeling 

should not be less than 18" wide. The rail itself should not exceed 2 

1/2' high and must be sturdy enough to support the group of 

communicants while kneeling and rising from it. The rail should allow 

an average of 24" for each person while kneeling. As In all of the 

chancel furniture the rail should be designed to reflect the character of 

the entire sanctuary. 

Baptismal font- The baptismal font can be fixed or movable. This 

unit is an important part of liturgical activities and must be in a 

prominent area of the chancel or nave. The visual range of the 

congregation is important so that all can participate in the baptismal 

rites. The normal baptism is done by sprinkling the baptismal water on 

the head of an infant or adult. The parent, minister, sponsors, other 

family members and a church elder are standing around the font while 

the sacrament of baptism takes place. The minister talks not only to 

the family but also to the congregation during the ceremony. It is 

important to have adequate standing room for the baptismal group 

and yet allow for interaction with the congregation since they also 

participate in the sacrament. 

Clergy seat- A seat must be provided for the minister and assistant. 

The common place for these seats is immediately behind the pulpit 

and lectern. The minister and assistant will come and go from these 

seats numerous times during the worship service. They commonly 

are free standing so that during communion celebrations or other 

services they can be moved to clear the traffic area within the chancel. 

If they are permanent fixtures it will be necessary to insure a free 
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flowing circulation pattern during the design process. 

Chancel Ornaments- The candelabra, altar cross, eternal light, 

flower stands, flags (Christian and United States), visual aid 

equipment, microphones and offering plates are all essential 

elements of the chancel area. Each of these items is to be designed 

to reflect the symbolism and image that is carried out throughout the 

chancel and nave. 

The candelabra are placed at either side of the altar or on one 

side only. They can either be a movable item or affixed to the wall 

above or to either side of the altar. 

The flower stands are optional pieces of furniture which can be 

permanent or movable. Flowers however should not be placed 

directly on the altar. If flower stands are not available and flowers are 

desired in the chancel area, a shelf above or either side of the altar 

should be constructed to hold the flower vases. These are known as 

credence tables. 

The eternal light is a single candle in a prominent position in the 

chancel which is kept burning at all times symbolizing Christ's 

constant presence. The candle must have free air circulation because 

of the heat created by the continuous flame. Often the light is 

suspended from a chain on one side of the chancel area. The ease in 

changing of the candle must be kept in mind because the candle 

generally lasts only one to two weeks. The candle must be 

observable from any position within the sanctuary. 

The flags are an optional feature within the chancel area but 

never a focal point. Flags are symbols of patriotism to the government 

as well as to Christ. The American flag became common during the 

time of the Second World War to show that the Lutheran people who 

were largely of Germanic descent were faithful and loyal American 

citizens. Following World War II many Lutheran Churches have 

discontinued the display of the American flag in the chancel. 

Visual aid equipment (often a projection screen) is concealed 

in the ceiling of the chancel area so that the congregation can view 

special educational or religious films. The electrical or manual 
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operation controls for this equipment need to be readily available to 

the minister and/or ushers. 

The altar cross is a single cross that should be the focal point of 

the entire sanctuary. The cross is located either on the altar itself or 

directly behind the altar mounted on the wall. The cross itself is the 

symbolism of Christendom, and should be a major influence in the 

chancel and nave. A Crucifix is commonly used in place of a simple 

cross. The cross should never be an object of adoration but should 

contribute to the overall atmosphere of worship. The design may 

complement and/or set the pattern for the design of all the other 

features within the sanctuary. 

Special Considerations: The minister will need an exit from the 

chancel area into the sacristy or an outer office for emergencies or 

consultations during the service. Circulation patterns can not be 

stressed too much. Easy access and regress is mandatory for 

communicants and other participants in the service. 

Lighting within the chancel should be of such a nature that it 

can be modified from a single light on the alter to extreme brightness 

of the entire chancel area. 

A symbolism of blessing, holiness, and serenity must be 

expressed Weddings, funerals, childrens' pageants and chancel 

dramas are often performed from this area. Space should be allowed 

for these and other activities to be easily viewed from all areas of the 

nave. 

SPACE: Nave 

USER: Worshipers 

ACTIVITY: The act of worshiping in various forms and at various 

occasions will be performed in the nave itself following the minister's 

guidance from the chancel. 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The seating area will allow 

for 450 persons, with provisions must be made for overflow seating. 
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Along with seating the provisions for storage of hymnals. Bibles, 

attendance cards, and pencils should be readily available to each 

worshiper. In addition to theological and liturgical aspects, physical 

considerations must also be made. The comfortable allocation of 

space for each person in a pew is 22" to 24". The space between 

each pew should be no less than 18". During many worship services 

the participants kneel in reverence or personal reflection and prayer. 

The kneelers should be placed in front of each pew. They need to be 

accessible but not interfere with the movement in and out of the rows. 

The nave is the main worship area of the church and may assume 

many forms. Essentially the space must have dignity and strength to 

carry out the spirit of worship. The center or direct aisle from entrance 

of the nave through the seating area to the chancel area is necessary 

to permit weddings and similar activities to function properly. The 

center aisle should not be less than 5' wide. Side aisles should not be 

less than 3' wide. Sculpture, paintings and stained glass may be 

used, but with good taste and properly placed to enhance the room 

and to express special character. Therefore, these items must never 

bring attention to themselves in the way of idol worship. Art has 

always been a basic vehicle of man to express the beauty and logic of 

the universe and for a moment's escape from reality, and bring about 

awareness of divinity. Lighting, acoustics, and physical comfort are 

important issues in the design of the nave. Fire exits should be 

located in easily accessible places but should not call attention to 

themselves thus diverting attention from the chancel and other 

symbolism of the sanctuary. Within the nave there are other specific 

areas and facilities that can be best described individually : 

Choir Area- It is generally accepted among Lutherans that 

the optimum location for the choir area is in the rear and/or balcony. 

Tiered seating for approximately 30 people is required. From the 

point of view of the worshiper, the choir is removed from the main area 

yet visible enough to that its participation in the service is obvious. 

Hymnals, Bibles, choir music, attendance cards, pencils and storage 

racks for the same should be provided. Additional amplification 

equipment may be provided for special music and various sound 

f^^ 
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system requirements. Lighting, acoustics, personal comfort and fire 

safety are extremely important in the overall design of the choir area. 

Organ-The organ is a major element in the design of a 

sanctuary. Adequate volume, air supply and electrical the interior 

walls of the sanctuary thus forming a part of the sanctuary's decor. The 

design of the church must be such as to ensure maximum purity of 

tone and to provide proper acoustics. The excessive use of sound 

absorbing acoustical material will be adverse to the overtones of the 

various pipes and especially to the double reed, base and treble clef 

pipes. The organ console is effectively located behind the choir. The 

organist should have direct eye contact with the minister and his 

assistant to follow their direction in the service and accommodate any 

change which might suddenly take place. 

White flames 
crystal light 
stone fountains 

holding courts that care 
Marble fires 

space that nourishes 
hands that play 

around my life infold. 
Singing pillars 

touched with stars 
filled with tears 

feet that carry God within. 
Carved and rendered part of life. 

SPACE: Narthex 

USERS: Minister and Congregation 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The narthex is the vestibule 

or entry into the sanctuary. It is necessary to allow for enough room to 

permit movement of the congregation in and out of church and to 

allow the minister to great worshipers at the conclusion of the service. 

If sufficient room is available visiting and gathering by the people will 

also take place. It is good to locate toilet facilities, coat storage, 

drinking fountains, nursery, and other similar conveniences directly off 

the narthex or in some other accessible area. Display area for 
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announcements and notices should be located within of adjacent to 

the narthex in a prominent area of high visibility together with a 

pamphlet rack for various fliers for the worshipers and guests. The 

narthex and nursery should be served by a public address system. 

Sound isolation is important for the narthex area as this area will be 

used while worship sen/ices are in progress within the sanctuary. It will 

be necessary to muffle any transmission of sound which might come 

from the nursery, rest rooms and any movement in these areas. 

Within the narthex it is also necessary to have a place for guests and 

visitors to sign a register. This area should be designed so that a 

"bottle-neck" is not created by a number of guests signing or waiting 

to sign the church register. Often door greeters (members of the 

congregation) slow the exiting from the narthex. An alternate exit 

should be provided for those who must come in and out of the 

building frequently so they do not interrupt those who are being 

greeted and visiting at the door. Lighting is not a major concern in 

the design of the narthex but should compliment the decor of the 

sanctuary. Much natural lighting and large expansive windows are 

pleasant and strongly suggested. Considerations of solar efficiency 

and heat loss or gain must be taken Into account as an influence on 

the design. There will be restrooms and a nursery adjacent to the 

narthex area the nursery space will be designed as follows. 

Nursery- The nursery will be used by worshipers who wish to 

come and go with their small children from the actual worship service. 

The nursery will be furnished with two baby beds, rocker, toy box, 

changing table and facilities, childrens chairs and table. A restroom 

facility will be required if the room is not adjacent to the restrooms 

provided within the narthex area. It is suggested that there be a 

window opening into the nave, if proper sound isolation systems are 

utilized to block all sound transmission from the nursery. There will be 

adjustable lighting provided so that sleeping infants will not be 

disturbed by the bright lights and glare. The nursery should not open 

directly into the nave, rather opening into the narthex. Because there 

is much activity and movement in this closed area there will need to be 

adequate ventilation and air supply. 
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SPACE: Sacristy 

USERS: Ushers, Minister, Assistant, Altar Guild 

ACTIVITY:The acts of worship and communion preparation take 

place within this area. The preparation for worship includes numerous 

activities. 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The sacristy is a practical 

space for the preparation of communion elements (linens, wine, 

wafers) and storage of the items required in the chancel area. It 

should contain a sink with hot and cold njnning water, a refrigerator 

(for altar flowers) along with base and wall cabinets. Adequate 

storage must be provided for hanging robes, stoles, altar paraments 

and linens. In addition there should be a small sink (piscina) which 

leads directly to the ground for the disposal of unused communion 

wine and baptismal water. The sacristy is located adjacent to the 

chancel. Its design may be simple and economical, but in good taste. 

The sacristy is commonly composed of three areas: a storage area, a 

work area and a meditation area. At least three people will be working 

in this area at the same time. It must have access to a fire exit and a 

secondary entrance to the sanctuary or corridor leading to the narthex 

or nave. The sacristy is often the sound system base station. There 

needs to be adequate access to the controls of the sound systems 

that it is convenient to reach before, during and after any worship 

service. In addition to the storage facilities for altar linens, banners 

etc... there should be a place for silent meditation for the minister prior 

to worship. It is good to supply a seating area for two or three people 

which will not conflict with any work being done in the other part of the 

sacrisity. If there is not a rest room in an adjacent room, it is necessary 

to provide one in this area. The working area requires extra facilities 

such as an ironing board and working counter. 

SPACE: Administrative offices 

USERS: Minister, Assistant, Receptionist, 

Seaetary, Volunteers 

SPACE-ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The administration of a churc 
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is never simple. There are various complex activity spaces that can 

best be described individually. 

Receptionist- The receptionist has a dual purpose, one is to 

answer the phone and the second is to direct people (traffic) who 

come in and out of the office with questions and problems. In this way 

the pastor, secretary or assistants can do their jobs without 

unnecessary interruptions. The reception area should divert the 

traffic but should not actually be a physical obstmction to the entrance 

of the various offices. The circulation pattern for the most part should 

be clear of obstmction. 

Secretary- The secretary's office is similar to any typical secretary's 

office. Typing, phone answering, filing, organizing and mail sorting will 

take place here. This space will also be used as a waiting room for the 

people who want to talk with the minister. For the most part it will be a 

high production facility. This office, similar to the receptionist's area, 

should have a direct view of the entrance and a second exit. For the 

security of the office workers an "escape route" is mandatory. 

Work Space- Volunteers who will help the secretary with paper work 

will use the work room. Collating of newsletters, weekly bulletins, 

special letters, notices and various other work will be performed here 

to ease the work load of the secretaries. There will be a minimum of 

three people working, walking and coming and going from this room 

much of the time. It will be necessary to have two entrances to this 

area, along with sufficient room for three work tables (approximately 2' 

X 6' each), storage cabinets (wall hung and base). The wall cabinets 

will require a mail deposit place as well as a distribution area for 

information to the boards and committees of the church. A secure 

place to keep valuable equipment and important documents, in 

addition to weekly offerings and other financial materials is needed. If 

there is not a lavatory in an adjacent room it will be necessary to supply 

a hot and cold water source. Because often high combustion 

materials are stored in this room, an exterior door is suggested or a 
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direct access to a fire exit. The lighting for this room should be the 

same as for a reading room. This room might serve as a refreshment 

area with a coffee bar and a basic kitchenette facility. 

Assistant's Office- The assistant may be of different types. A list 

of possibilities include: Vicar, Minister of Music, Youth Minister, and 

Assistant Minister. This office should be easily convertible for the 

different users' needs. The basic furniture required will be a desk, 

couch, occasional chairs, file cabinets, book shelves and storage 

cabinets. 

Minister's office- The office area for the pastor will require a 

minimum of 50 square feet of book shelves, files, a desk and four 

chairs. The office should have a storage closet for material that are 

unsightly and materials that is infrequently used. It should have 

access to bathroom facilities. The minister often uses his office for 

counseling and it should therefore appear to be warm and soothing. It 

is extremely important that sound isolation be considered when 

designing this office. Conversations and consultations that take place 

in this place are not to be heard by any one outside of this office. It is 

not necessary for the minister's office to have a direct exterior exit, but 

there should be easy access to a fire exit. Since the minister will often 

study in his office, even though there is a specific "study" designed 

for him to work in, the lighting and atmosphere must be conducive for 

the same. 

File Room- The file room is specifically for the storage of church 

records such as attendance, baptisms, marriages, personal wills, 

minutes all committee and board meetings. The records have legal as 

well as historical importance an need to be protected from theft and 

fire. There will be file cabinets in addition to wall and base cabinets 

within this area. The heating and air control need to be closely 

monitored to protect the historical documents that are being stored in 

the cabinets. 
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storage- General storage areas are needed for annual worship 

service decorations, weekly service supplements, surplus materials, 

and temporary receiving storage. This storage area can be as simple 

as a large closet or as complex as one desires. The storage area will 

not be connected to the sacristy, "it will be in addition to the storage 

that is provided for those worship service items so that the largest 

amount of storage in this area will be for secretarial supplies. 

Duplicating Room- It is necessary because of the great amount of 

literature produced and printed, that there be a specific area for this 

work. Xeroxing, binding, memeographing, duplicating and other 

machines will be located in this room. Since these machines often 

generate much noise it will be necessary to block the sound from the 

offices, study and counseling room. The secretary, receptionist and 

volunteers are the primary users, therefore it is necessary that this 

room be located near the offices and work space. 

Counseling Room- The counseling room must be adjacent to the 

minister's office. He and his visitors are the primary users. It should be 

a small soundproof room that is conducive to nurturing, and 

expresses a secure, healing, warm and caring atmosphere. The 

people who will be using this room for the most part will need to be 

assured of the privacy and security of this area. The furniture will be 

"living room" style, such as a couch, rocking chair, easy chair, coffee 

table and home style so that the people will be comfortable and feel at 

ease. This room will be used for small meetings of the church council 

and other small informal executive meetings . A separate entrance is 

needed other than through the minister's office. 

Study- The pastor's study will be used not only by the pastor, but 

also by others who wish to use the books and resources available in 

this area. The study is similar to a library, with the exception that it is 

not necessary to have facilities for cataloging and checkout. The study 

should be furnished with couches, easy chairs, a desk and a wori<ing 

area table. There will need to be a minimum of fifty linear feet for book 
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shelving in addition to cassett, pamphlet and research material 

Storage. The lighting and decor of this room is important to make it 

suitable for reading and studying. There are many features in this 

room similar to the counseling room. A "homely" atmosphere is 

suggested to produce a comfortable setting. 

Library-Parlor- The library is similar to the minister's study, with the 

exception that there will need to be a larger area for book and cassett 

storage, as well as an area for cataloging, reservation of materials and 

checkout area. The furnishings of this room will also be more formal 

with tables, chairs and a large conference table for meetings. This area 

should be appropriate for gathering and studying, since it will be used 

for the informal gathering of clubs and social affairs. This area need 

not be directly connected with the office spaces. It will be under the 

care of the office staff but will not be primarily used in connection with 

the administration of the church. The checkout system is an honor 

system and performed by the members of the congregation. This 

area will be used as a lounge for various groups and should be 

designed to lend itself to varying functions. A direct exterior access 

and adjustable control of lighting and air must be included in the 

design of this room. The lighting needs may vary from bright for 

reading, to dim for gathering and socializing. 

The only wrong in life is to do what does not lead one closer to God. 
(Hubble, p.33) 

SPACE : Education Facility Office 

Users: The Board of Education, Sunday School Secretary, 

Sunday School 

SPACE-ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The Sunday School office is a 

multi-purpose area which is used generally two to three times a week. 

The main use of the office is for storage of educational materials, 

books, craft items and supplies and records for the Sunday School 

department. The secretary will also distribute the various supplies for 
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each class from this storage area.. The teachers will gather in this area 

before going to class to receive any special instructions or materials 

required for classes that day. The office should be located in such a 

place that it will be easily approachable to the teachers and the office 

workers. The monies collected in the Sunday School will be 

temporarily stored in this office so it will require a locked storage area 

for securing this money and other valuable Items. The office will also 

be used during the week for evening educational classes and the 

preparation of materials. Basic office fumishings will be required which 

will include desks, typewritting space, bookkeeping area, filing 

cabinets and storage for books, crafts, certificates and childrens 

materials. 

Children are the worlds most valuable resource 
and its best hope for the future. 

SPACE: Classroom Complex 

USERS: Teachers and Students 

SPACE-ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: Classrooms should not be less 

than 24' x 32'. Small rooms are too restrictive and are not adaptable to 

program changes. It is best that adequate natural light be provided, 

and lighting should not be sacrificed for design effects. The rooms will 

be used a minimum of three times a week, with a variety of activities 

performed in each area such as Sunday School, week night school 

and information classes. Audio-visual aids, chalkboards, tackboards, 

equipment storage and coat racks need to be designed within each 

room. The rooms are to be arranged in such a design that they provide 

easy circulation and low traffic congestion in common use areas. The 

space should contain a foyer, adequate movable partitions, and 

convenient restrooms. There will need to be rooms for various age 

groups. Classes will be broken down into numerous groups. Nursery, 

primary, junior, junior high, senior high and adults are the basic 

divisions. These groups can be subdivided even further if needed. 

Possible class groups are the following. 
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Nursery- The nursery group is children from the age of three 

through through five. These children require 10 square feet of space 

per child because of the activities and general active nature of 

children. The furniture of this area should be designed with the small 

child in mind much like one would find in a play school. These children 

require a "soft" atnnosphere because they tend to hurt themselves on 

objects that are not designed specifically for their use. Floor activities 

are most common with children of this age, therefore much of this area 

should be planned so that the children can move around freely. 

These children need easy and frequent admittance to a restroom 

facility. If a restroom is not readily available it would be advisable to 

design one for these children. These children can be separated into 

pre-school and kindergarten. 

Primary- The school children in the grades one through four are 

included in this group. This group of children will spend some time 

away from a formal class room atmosphere. It is suggested that there 

be adequate space for activities that require movement such as 

singing and dancing. These small people. Low tables and chairs 

along with low storage areas are essential. These children can work by 

themselves to a limited extent, but should have close supervision 

available when called for. This age group will function best with the 

first and second grades in one area and the third and fourths grades 

together in another. 

Junior-Those who are in the grades five and six are included in 

this group. These children no longer require special furniture and can 

work individually most of the time although there will be group 

discussions and readings. This class will meet with the other higher 

level classes for an opening worship service and then return to their 

home room for the remainder of the time. A large meeting room for 

use by this group is desirable. 

Junior High- The students in the eighth and ninth grades are the 

ones which comprise this class. These young people frequently have 

open "round table" discussions and will need a combination of table 

wori< space and an open area that will stimulate conversation and 
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deliberation. These students could profit from the use of a larger 

meeting room for an opening worship service. 

Senior High- The high school and first year college students 

form this group. They will generally meet for informal discussions and 

debates concerning contemporary issues as they relate to teachings 

of the Christian church. This group will meet in a youth fellowship 

room or a meeting area similar to the library or study. This age group 

often prefers to be disassociated from the other young people of the 

church, requiring a complete physical separation from them, 

even though they will be meeting jointly for the opening worship 

sen/ice. 

Adult- The adults of the church will have available to them three 

individual classes. One of these will be the pastor's class for everyone 

who wishes to attend. Another will be designed for young singles or 

married couples. The final class will be geared especially for the 

interests of the elderly. These classes meet in relatively large rooms 

generally seated around tables and will discuss issues and materials 

provided by their respective instructor. All three classes will have 

common availability to a "coffee bar" or kitchen and occasionally will 

meet as one large group in the multi-purpose fellowship hall. Close 

proximity to the childrens' class rooms is not of paramount importance 

but is desirable because of difficulties or problems which might occur 

needing parental supervision. 

SPACE: Fellowship Hall 

USERS: The Congregation and Community 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: This area should provide 

seating equal to that of the sanctuary. It should be a pleasant area well 

correlated to the design of the entire complex and should, if 

possible, have a ceiling height no less than fourteen feet. This will 

provide all age groups with a place for activities such as recreation, 

singing, banquets, games, lectures, socializing, etc... In an 
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emergency this hall will be used as an overilow area for the church 

sanctuary. An adequate public address communication system as well 

as a place to store this equipment must be incorporated. Needs similar 

to those of the Sunday School roonns such as lighting control 

and space development will have to be drafted. Adequate storage 

for furnishings used in this hall will be constructed adjacent to this 

room. An adequately large exterior entrance is essential to facilitate 

ease of entry with large equipment and to meet fire safety 

requirements. All fire exits need to be clearly marked because of the 

great number of occupants in the room. Lighting should be planned 

so that when the room is used for different activities such as reading or 

film viewing it will meet the particular needs of that occasion. This area 

should be located so as to connect the educational facilities and the 

sanctuary. 

' '•T 

M M ^ 

[ ^ 

i|#« 

^ nnm 

SPACE: Kitchen 

USERS: Kitchen Committees (made up of various 

members of the congregation) 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The primary purpose of the 

kitchen is for the preparation of food. The main activities which take 

place here are performed by members of the congregation in 

preparing, serving and cleaning up after meals. There must be ample 

storage areas for table-ware, tall coffee pots and large cooking 

utensils. A dust proof cabinet for plates, glasses, silvenware, napkins 

and table cloths is essential. Food storage, basically staples and 

canned foods are kept for congregational meals together with a large 

supply of coffee and other drinks that are used daily by the staff, 

committee members and Sunday users. The kitchen should have 

within it: two double sinks equipped with heavy duty disposals, two 

refrigerators, one freezer, an ice maker, a double stove, four ovens, 

two automatic dish washers, at least two trash receptacles and a broom 

closet. There will usually be six to ten women (or men) on an average 

wori<ing in the kitchen at any one time. A direct exit from the kitchen 

for emergencies, supply deliveries and adequate ventilation must be 

included. 
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SPACE: Restrooms 

USERS: Members of the Congregation and Facility users 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The restrooms should be 

provided with the normal water closets and lavatories. Where required 

by space, a single unisex restroom will suffice. These facilities will 

have one toilet and one sink along with the normal storage for general 

restroom supplies. The main area of the church and the fellowship hall 

will require a mens' and womens' restroom. The mens' restroom will 

contain one toilet and three urinals as well as three lavatories. The 

womens' restroom will contain a small lounge or waiting area , four 

toilets, three sinks and a vanity. The handicapped requirements will 

be followed in both male and the female facilities. For public 

convenience, drinking fountains will be located at optimal positions 

near the public restrooms. 

SPACE : Mechanical Room 

USER: Maintenance People, Administrative Personnel 

SPACE -ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: This area will be used for the 

equipment necessary to control the air supply to the entire facility. 

Direct exterior access is required so that machinery may be replaced 

and repaired as necessary without interrupting the activities within 

the complex. It will be necessary to have a minimum of 600 square 

feet for this area. The air intake and ventilation will be a major concern 

for this room. 

SPACE: Exterior Greeting Area 

USERS: Members of the Congregation and Facility Users 

SPACE-ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: This area should relate well to 

the main exit of the sanctuary, accommodate about 150 standing 

people for fellowship after services, and provide a place for portable 

refreshment service together with special displays. This area may be 

partially covered and most important, protected from the strong Texas 
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high plains' wind. The landscaping of this and the entire site should 

be an integral part of the total architectural concept and properly relate 

to each of the buildings of the complex. A courtyard type design to 

create a protected atmosphere is suggested. 

SPACE: Parking 

USERS: Members of the Congregation and Facility Users 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The parking spaces 

required for this area is one space for every four persons seated in 

the sanctuary, which would be approximately one hundred (200) 

places. The arrangement of the parking will be an integral part of the 

landscaping design considering circulation arrival and departure 

patterns. Special considerations must be given to the needs of the 

handicapped and the elderiy who will be delivered directly to an 

entrance. 

SPACE : Church Tower 

SPACE-ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The tower is a symbol 

necessary to express the character of the religious complex. It is often 

thought that a tower is an unnecessary expense, and is not necessary 

for the design of a church. However, the tower is a traditional, 

ecclesiastical structure, and it's great symbolic value exceeds its cost. 

The tower is a symbol of worship and a witness of the Christian faith to 

the community and all who view it. It therefore justifies itself. The 

opportunity to sculpture and express keynotes of the design is a 

valuable device within this structure. The spirit of the church's design 

can thus be positively influenced by this traditional and inspirational 

tower. 

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

Acoustics- A church rarely has acoustical problems, if it is 

designed without excessive use of sound absortDing materials or an 
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excess of sound reverberating materials. A mixture of materials such 

as wood, carpet floor tile and wall coverings generally provide an even 

balance of absorbing and reflecting materials. 

Lighting- Natural lighting into the worship area can animate the 

space and reinforce the liturgical and theological emphasis of the 

sanctuary. However, the congregation should not be forced to look 

into the sun. The celebrant should not be back-lighted or it will create 

considerable discomfort even in the morning hours. Artificial lighting 

in the worship space should not be more than 30 to 50 foot candles 

for most visual tasks. Hanging fixtures are not manditory and are in 

fact, potentially distracting. Replacing luminares is an important 

consideration, since the pews are permanent fixtures and ladder 

erection is difficult over this area. Proper control of lighting should be 

provided for non-worship areas as welI.Exterior lighting is equally 

important, since the church will be utilized at night and access paths to 

and from the buildings should be clearly illuminated. 

Solar Energy Devices- The greatest resource available is the 

solar devices obtainable without extra expense or long term 

expensive pay back. By taking advantage of the sun. using south 

facing glass, tromb walls and appropriate ventilation paths the cost 

efficiency of this complex will be greatly appreciated. Both passive 

and active solar devices will be considered to best meet the needs of 

this facility. 

Handicapped Barriers- The handicapped users of this facility 

are not to be restricted from any area. The approach, parking, and 

curbed entrances will be designed to remove any hindrances from 

entry. Ramps and cooridors will be coated with non-slip surfaces and 

interior carpeting on ramps will be specified to best meet the needs of 

those who use them (both wheel chair users and those with walking 

disabilities). The code requirement for ramps is 32" width minimum 

with a rise of 1' to 12' maximum and a handrail height of 32" to 38" on 

interior and exterior ramps, hallways, washrooms, toilets and chancel 

stairs. Door widths must also be considered. A 36" minimum is 

required, along with considerations for door swings, handle positions 

and door sills. Within the nave accommodations for special seating is 
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necessary, non-slip floors, non-glare surfaces, padding on seats and 

additional non-padded seating. The chancel will require easy access 

for walkers and additional wheelchair maneuvering space. Restroom 

are required to have adequate entry, grab bars, wash basins 30" high 

and faucets that can be easily activated. Water fountain spouts will 

need to be properly designed so that the user is not in a"bottlG-neck" 

area and the fountain can be operated by hand. Lighting levels need 

to be evaluated for wheelchair worshipers taking into consideration 

that such things as reading, the book level, sight levels and glaring 

areas are different from those of the average user. Proper sound 

and intercom systems need to be utilized to maximize the potential 

hearing of the hard of hearing and deaf. 

"ffemuettichkeiF 
CIVIC ACTIVITY CENTER 

Love. Sympathy. The oneness of all things. These with 
an acceptance of the responsibility of free will, are the 
paths away from a culture in conflict with nature. 
(Hubble. p.20) 

INTRODUCTION 

The civic activity center will be used primarily used for educational and 

recreational purposes, by the members of the church as well as the 

people in the community and surrounding area. This facility will be 

used separate from activities of the church, adult care center and 

educational facilities but will be monitored by the church administrative 

staff. 

SPACE: Meeting Area 

USERS: Participants 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The center will be used for 

men and women's civic club meetings and activities. The clubs will 

meet in rooms set up with tables and folding chairs. The average 

number of people attending these meetings will be 20 to 30 persons. 
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These meetings are often held at noon and are served lunch by 

volunteers of the church. It is probable that two or three groups may 

be meeting simultaneous, thus there will need to be three similar 

spaces. These spaces may also be used for children's meetings such 

as Giri Scouts, and Boy Scouts who will not necessarily use the tables 

and chairs. This may necessitate an adjacent storage area for this 

furniture. These spaces will be entered through a central lobby with 

restroom facilities. The rooms will require natural lighting and a 

secondary emergency exit. They will need to be a minimum size of 24' 

x 32', allowing for circulation, seating and work space. The lighting 

must be adjustable to make possible the use of visual aids during the 

meetings. Because many meetings will be taking place simultaneous, 

it will be necessary to create acoustical barriers so that sound 

transmission is minimal. These areas should also be equipped with a 

sound system, sink, and storage area. 

SPACE: Dining and Kitchen Facilities 

USERS: Participants 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The primary purpose of the 

kitchen is for the preparation of food and various refreshments. The 

main activities which take place here are performed by volunteers from 

the congregation and civic clubs in preparing, serving and cleaning up 

after meals. There must be ample storage areas for tableware, tall 

coffee pots and large cooking utensils. A dust proof cabinet for 

plates, glasses, silverware, napkins and tablecloths is essential. Food 

storage, basically staples and canned foods are kept for 

congregational meals together with a large supply of coffee and other 

drinks that are used during civic and group meetings, and the dance 

hall participants. The kitchen should have within it: a double sinks 

equipped with a heavy duty disposal, refrigerator, one freezer, a large 

ice maker, a double range and oven, two automatic dish washers, at 

least two trash receptacles and a broom closet. There will usually be 

four or five women (or men) on an average working in the kitchen at 

any one time. A direct exit from the kitchen for emergencies, supply 
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deliveries and adequate ventilation must be included. Dining activities 

will, for the most part ,take place in the meeting rooms. Should a larger 

area be required for banquets or dinners, they will be set up in the 

fellowship hall of the church complex or in the "dance hall" of this 

complex. The kitchen therefore, should be convently located to 

serve the meeting rooms and hall. A storage area will be required for 

additional folding tables and chairs. 

SPACE: Dance Hall 

USERS: Participants 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: This area will be used for many 

activities in addition to dancing. Festivals, bizaars, banquets and 

tournaments are only a few of the functions which will be scheduled in 

this area. A wooden floor and a large expansive area is required. The 

entrance will be a major focal point, setting the impression and 

atmosphere for the rest of the area. The entrance may either be from 

the lobby area or directly from the exterior. Incompliance with fire 

safety codes, this area will have a minimum of three exits. The air 

supply and lighting will also require special attention. The lights must 

be adjustable to meet the needs of bright light for reading to dim 

for dancing and socializing. An adequate sound system will be 

provided to gather with sufficient storage and wori< area for the 

equipment. The mechanical systems for this area will be quite of 

such a size as to require a large mechanical room, with accessability 

from outside the facility. The ceiling height will be a minimum of 

fourteen feet. During festivals and bizaars many booths and 

displays may be setup within this area. Electrical outlets will 

generally be installed both in the enterior and exterior walls. 

Traffic flow between the two areas are to be direct and as 

uncomplicated as possible. The exterior activity spaces 

surrounding this facility should be designed incoordination with 

the character of the entire triplex. Permanent outside seating is 

suggested, such as benches, window seats and yard furniture. The 

activities held in the hall will generally require refreshments or light 

meals. The kitchen area can be the place for the preparation of these 
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foods and drinks, but serving will be done in a specifically designed 

area for that purpose. Since dances and other activities will be 

attended by people of all ages and life styles, building requirements 

should meet the basic needs of the elderly and handicapped. Once 

these needs are attended to the needs of the other users will be more 

than adequately meet. 

SPACE: Restroom 

USERS: Participants 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The restrooms should be 

provided with the normal water closets and lavatories. A men's and 

women's restroom will be required. The men's restroom will contain 

two toilets, three urinals and three lavatories. The women's restroom 

will contain a small lounge or waiting area, five toilets, four sinks and a 

vanity. The handicapped requirements will be followed in both male 

and the female facilities. For public convenience, drinking fountains 

will be located at optimal positions near the public restrooms. 

SPACE: Outdoor activities 

USERS: Participants 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: This triplex will provide an 

athletic field for such activities as Softball, basketball, volleyball, tennis, 

track, horseshoes and other outside games. The center will be a 

community gathering area for church sponsored games and various 

city festivals. There will be annual outings and activities which will 

require a park-like gathering place. The activities will need to be 

sufficiently removed from the street and parking areas so that the 

participants need not worry about encountering traffic. The playing 

fields may be layed out in such a way as to serve multiple purposes as 

there will generally be no more than one activity taking place at one 

time. 
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ADULT DAY CARE CENTER 

I cannot change my shape. 
my face.... 

I have been born to them, 
they are just there. 

But with my hands, my mind, my heart, 
with brick and day 

I may fashion 
myself. 

INTRODUCTION 

This center will be designed to meet the needs of the most 

severely incompasitated user. By doing so other people will be able 

to use the facility with safety as well. The non-institutionalized senior 

citizens of the community will either occasionally or daily use this 

facility for a home away from home to receive care and social 

interaction that would not be available to them othenwise. These 

people remember the active life that they once knew and need an 

appropriate place designed to allow them to continue at least limited 

activities in a safe controled atmosphere. Considering the size of the 

Wilson community, the center will be designed to accommodate about 

thirty persons, who will not necessarily be the same people every day. 

This center will be under the supervision of the church but will be 

separate from the church complex. 

SPACE: Administration Offices 

USERS: Staff. Volunteers 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The administrative staff will 

include a full time licensed or nurse, social worker, social activity 

director and volunteers. It is not necessary for the staff offices to 

comply with occupancy codes for the elderiy. but it would be advisable 

if they did. With the exception of the nurse's office, each of the staff 

offices will require general office furniture: a desk, visitor chairs, 

telephone, file cabinet and general storage. All offices will have 

natural lighting and both an entrance and an exit. The staff will need a 

separate restroom and lounge area. The staff members will use their 
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respective offices for daily office work, activity preparations, 

consultations, administrative paper wori< and book keeping. Each 

office will need to be a minimum of ten by fifteen feet to provide 

sufficient circulation room. The lighting must be adequate for reading 

and must be a non glare luminare. 

SPACE: Nurse Office 

USERS: Nurse. Volunteer 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The nurse, or nursing staff 

office will require not only basic first aid supplies but also emergency 

medicines that may be prescribed for the participants of the center. 

The nurse's office will require seating for from four to six people and at 

least five beds will be necessary for emergency situations and be 

appropriately positioned for easy access by paramedics. There will 

need to be a direct exit from the nurses office to the outside driveway 

for such emergencies. The medicine cabinets will require safety 

locks, yet be easily accessible for the staff who will need to administer 

emergency care. The ventilation systems should provide clean air 

and have a proper return system to clean the air before it is 

recirculated through the air conditioning system. There will need to 

be partitions between the waiting area, office (medicine storage) and 

bed space so that the activities performed in each area will assure 

privacy. 

SPACE: Volunteer Lounge 

USERS: Volunteers 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The volunteers who will be 

working daily in the center will require a private area where they can 

rest or take a break from the daily routine of activities. The lounge 

should have a restroom if one is not easily accessible in another part of 

the complex. This small area will be furnished with a couch, lounge 

chairs, personal lockers and a coat rack. A vanity and sink may be 

provided for the volunteer's personal comfort. Smoking is not allowed 
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in the other areas within this facility therefore if smoking is done in this 

room proper ventilation will be important. The volunteers will generally 

enter and exit through this area, thus a covered exterior entrance 

should provided. 

SPACE: Activity Rooms 

USERS: Participants 

SPACE - ACTIVlPi' DESCRIPTION: 

These areas are to be designed individually. Ideally there should be 

specific uses for specific spaces. The design of this complex must be 

indigenous to its context or the elderly people will reject it. Direct traffic 

patterns must be maintained. Participants with physical handicaps or 

mental disabilities require walkers, wheelchairs or canes, therefore 

hallways, door widths, light switch heights, geometric patterns and 

furnishings must be designed properly to accommodate them. Colors 

must not present sharp contrasts. Sharp color contrasts increase the 

complexity of environments earth tones and warm colors are 

suggested. Cream and almond bases compliment navy, while 

pumpkin and rust colors convey a sense of security and warmth. It 

should be noted that blues are not advisable for some elderly people, 

as for example Alzheimer's patients.therefore they should be 

avoided. The use of color to increase or modify the appearance of the 

space is also undesirable. Floral patterns which have strong 

contrasting background materials increase confusion for the 

participants, as do patterns with strong colors and complex designs. 

Large still-life pictures tend to be confused with reality so these must 

be employed with caution. Many of the activities engaged in will 

require specifically designed areas, others may take place in the 

general fellowship area. The activities and their requirements may be 

better defined individually; 

Exercise-Physical fitness area-Exercise programs will take 

place daily. For these padded floor mats and wall rails for support will 

be needed. Air conditioning and adequate ventilation is manditory. 

Arts-Crafts- Painting, ceramics,wood working and other hand 

crafted arts are usually enjoyed by the elderiy. To accommodate a 
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person who is sitting and doing hand wori< the chairs, tables and 

mechanical equipment must be designed and optimaly positioned to 

be used by all participants. This area will require storage cabinets for a 

kiln, dry goods, paint, wood working and ceramic supplies in addition 

to tools. There must also be adequate working room, a hot and cold 

water supply and an exterior exit. 

Quilting- Often ladies enjoy spending their time quilting. To 

provide for this a room in which a large loom approximately 5' x 7' can 

be permanently erected will be needed. The furnishings will be 

coordinated with that of the entire complex. Crocheting and needle 

wori< may also be done in this area, therefore extra space may be 

provided for those who wish to do hand or needle work while they 

socialize with those involved in the quilting bee. 

Games- Domonoes, cards, chess, checkers and bingo are typical 

examples of games that will be played in the fellowship or dining hall. 

This area should be furnished with seating, tables and adequate 

lighting for at least fourty people. 

Each of these areas will require special attention in their design. 

The ceiling heights must be no more than eight feet so that the 

spaces do not become too vast. Sound reverberation must be 

eliminated and furniture must have upholstery that can be easily 

cleaned because possible incontinence of the elderly. It must have 

smooth corners, no low cross mngs, high head / neck rests and must 

be extremely sturdy. Collapsible furniture is inadequate as it often 

causes injury when typically over weight elderly persons use it for 

support to rise or seat themselves. Couches must be designed 

where there is an armrest for each person. Three place sofas are not 

suggested because the middle user has difficulty getting up and 

sitting down without the aid of an armrest. Conversation and lounge 

areas should not exceed six to eight feet because of hearing and 

sight disabilities. 

SPACE: Seminar Rooms 

USERS: Participants 
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SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: At various times there will be 

seminars and educational lectures provided for the centers 

attendants. Defensive driving, tax sen/ice, Bible classes, sing alongs, 

health - nutrition seminars, self defense, security measures, utility 

conservation, investment tips, political awareness programs, and 

government and legislative awareness seminars are only a very 

limited few of lectures and seminars that will be available for the 

educational growth of the elderiy. There will need to be two meeting 

rooms so that two different presentations can be made 

simultaneoulsy. These rooms as all others in the complex must be 

designed and furnished according to the criteria mentioned earlier. 

There must be two entrances, natural but controllable lighting, and 

adequately adjustable secondary lighting. Each of these areas will 

require special attention in their design. The ceiling heights must be 

no more than eight feet so that the spaces do not become too vast. 

Sound reverberation must be eliminated and furniture must have 

upholstery that can be easily cleaned because possible incontinence 

of the elderiy. It must have smooth corners, no low cross njngs, high 

head / neck rests and must be extremely sturdy. Collapsible furniture 

is inadequate as it often causes injury when typically over weight 

elderly persons use it for support to rise or seat themselves. Couches 

must be designed where there is an armrest for each person. Three 

place sofas are not suggested because the middle user has difficulty 

getting up and sitting down without the aid of an armrest. 

Conversation and lounge areas should not exceed six to eight feet 

because of hearing and sight disabilities. 

SPACE: Dining and Kitchen Facilities 

USERS: Participants and Volunteers 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The primary purpose of the 

kitchen is for the preparation of food and various refreshments. The 

dietitian will be assisted by volunteers who will prepare the food for 

the participants according to a dietary plan designed specifically to 
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meet the needs of the elderiy. There must be ample storage areas for 

table-ware, tall coffee pots and large cooking utensils. A dust proof 

cabinet for plates, glasses, silvenware, napkins and table cloths is 

essential. Food storage, basically staples and canned foods are kept 

for congregational meals together with a large supply of coffee and 

other drinks that are used during civic and group meetings, and the 

dance hall participants. The kitchen should have within it: a double 

sinks equipped with heavy duty disposals, refrigerator, one freezer, a 

large ice maker, a double range and oven, two automatic dish 

washers, at least two trash receptacles and a broom closet. There will 

usually be four or five women (or men) on an average working in the 

kitchen at any one time. A direct exit from the kitchen for 

emergencies, supply deliveries and adequate ventilation must be 

included. 

The dining room (fellowship area) will be designed according to the 

criteria noted eariier. The furnishing descriptions are also specified by 

the handicap codes. This area will be used for table games and other 

activities where it is necessary to have sufficient table and chair 

seating for the entire group at one time. This may well be a primary 

focal point of the entire complex with other activity spaces may be 

adjacent to this one. If this room does not empty directly into an exiting 

lobby, an exterior access will be required for safety purposes. The 

lighting must be adequate for reading, taking into consideration the 

poor eye sight of the elderly. This area will be more regularly used 

than any other portion of the triplex. 
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SPACE: Personal Hygiene Areas 

USERS: Participants and Volunteers 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: For obvious reasons there 

will need to be individual bathing facilities for male and female 

participants. If a person is unable to safely bath himself or herself. A 

volunteer or staff member will be available to assist the individual. 

Lockers will provide security for the clothing and personal items of 

those who are bathing. Personal grooming facilities such as hair care 

will also be provided. There will be a bartaer and beautician will make 

^ a ^ ^ 
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scheduled visits for those who wish to have their hair cut or groomed 

and are unable to go elsewhere to have it done. 

SPACE: Restrooms 

USERS: Participants. Staff, Volunteers 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: There will be a public mens' 

and womans" restroom in this complex. Each will need three toilets 

and three lavatories. The mens will have one urinal in addition to the 

toilets. The womans' will have a vanity and additional seating area. 

Each toilet area will follow hadicap requirements with hand rails, 

proper widths, outward swinging doors, correct heights and handle 

placements and so forth. The lavatories must be accessible from a 

wheelchair thus proper height and distance from the front of the 

counter together with ample turn space are essential concerns. The 

furnishings in these restrooms must be extremely sturdy to withstand 

the weight of numerous people leaning and resting on them. 

SPACE: Entry Porch 

USERS: Participants, Staff, Volunteers 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: Outdoor seating is essential 

for waiting or just relaxing, therefore views and landscaping are 

essential. There will be a canopy over a minimum of 150 sq. ft., with 

an open landscaped sitting area of 250 sq. ft. This area will be within 

close proximity to an entry foyer. Benches, ramps and landscapeing 

are the main elements of interest in these areas. Lighting will be a 

minimum of 40 footcandles with the natural that is available used to 

minimize heavily shaded areas. 

SPACE:Entry Foyer 

USERS: Participants, Staff, Volunteers 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: An air lock between the 

outside and inside of the building, will be needed for security and to 

provide seating during weather extremes. This area will be no less 

than 80 sq. ft. and adjacent to the main lobby and entry porch. 

Benches and security provisions are required but, wall hangings, 
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plants, and hard flooring surfaces are suggested. Approximately 12 

air changes per hour are necessary, with noise reduction buffers 

between the entry and building. 

SPACE: Lobby Space 

USERS: Participants, Staff, Volunteers 

SPACE - ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION: The lobby is a primary 

circulation and distribution area with direct access to the main dining 

area. This area should also be adjacent to the social service, case 

wori<er and other administrative offices. A main receptionist's desk 

and chair, along with lounge chairs, couches, tables and movable 

lighting furnish this area. Where possible moderate acoustical buffers 

are suggested.The lobby should be approximately 200-300 square 

feet. 

/VEEKLY ACTIVITY SCHEDULE: 

Sunday 8:00 A.M. 

9:10 A.M. 

9:15AM. 

EARLY SERVICE 
number of people 100 
visitation before service (coffee...), 
door greeting pastor cloak room, 
choir cloak room / practice room, 
acolyte 
cloak room, organ prelude, quiet 
meditation (within sanctuary), formal 
entrance of pastor, choir, acolyte, 
songs, scripture reading, 
responses, sitting, standing, 
communion procession to front of 
church with ushers' guidance, 
baptisms, pastor, choir, acolyte 
procession, congregation ushered 
out, greeting by pastor, 

people arrive for Sunday School 
need a place to wait until church is 
released. 

church released, visitation, children 
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9:30 AM. 

playing, movement to Sunday 
School rooms, teachers setting up 
for class, people leaving to go home 
from early service, people arriving 
for 
Sunday School 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
opening service all children 
involved, gathering for song, 
scripture, offering, special activities, 
movies, puppets, lectures, song 
groups, sitting, standing, 

adults meeting for Bible class in 
large lecture room 
(coffee...visitation) 

9:45 AM. 

10:15 A.M. 

10:30 A.M. 

movement to class rooms or areas, 
groups of ages -preschool, 
kindergarten, grades 1-4,5-6,7-8, 
9-college, young singles-couples, 
pastor's class, class for elderly 

choir practice in choir room, sound 
insulation necessary, piano 

close of Sunday School, visitation, 
coffee, children playing, people 
leaving, people 
arriving, movement to sanctuary. 

10:45 A.M. 

11:30 A.M. 

11:45 A.M. 

12:00 NOON 

LATE SERVICE 
repeat of EARLY SERVICE (the 
members regulariy attending this 
service will be approximately 250) 

Kitchen service beginning for the 
congregational dinner 

Late service close, visitation, 
coffee, children playing, people 
leaving, people arriving, movement 
to fellowship hall 

CONGREGATION DINNER 
kitchen service, food heating, 
food refrigeration, drinks, table 
set-ups, plate, eating utensils, 
seating, children playing, visitation, 
child care 
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2:00 P.M. 

230 P.M. 

630 P.M. 

7:00 P.M. 

8:00 P.M. 

Monday 7:00 A.M. 

9:00 A.M. 

clean up kitchen service 

Meeting of the board of Education, 
class room set-up, 10-20 people 

Meeting of the Board of Trustees 
5-10 people to do the work and 
building repair necessary 

EVENING SERVICE 
informal gathering sitting in front of 
sanctuary (in circular fonn?) piano, 
guitar music, sitting, standing lively 
movement, open discussion 

youth fellowship activity, meet for 
either games and activities at the 
church or to go somewhere from 
that point. 

ELDERLY DAY CARE daycare 
opens for those who will need to be 
away from home during 
working hours 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 
Pastor, secretary, office help, arrive, 
office work, counseling, typing, 
copying, mailings, bookkeeping, 
telephone answering, visitors, 
studying, tape service 

12:00 NOON 

6:00 P.M. 

630 P.M. 

730 P.M. 

Tuesday 7:00 A.M.-6:00 P.M. 

Lunch service for elderly, pastor, 
office wori<ers, care center workers. 

People arriving to pick up elderly, 
workers leaving 
Meeting of the Board of 
Evangelism, class room 
set-up,10-15 people 

Meeting of the Board of 
Stewardship, classroom 
15-25 people 

set-up. 

ELDERLY DAY CARE CENTER 
CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 
same activities as listed above with 
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the exceptions of: 

9:00 A.M.-3:00 P.M. 

730 P.M. 

MOTHERS DAY OUT 
pre-school child care, lunch 
provided by center workers 

Meeting of the Church Council 

Wednesday 7:00 A.M.-6:00 P.M. ELDERLY DAY CARE CENTER 
CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 
same activities as listed above with 
the exception of: 

9:00 A.M.-12:00 NOON SEWING CIRCLE large activity 
room similar to class room, 5-10 
people 

6:00 P.M. 

7:00 P.M. 

8:00 P.M. 

Thursday 7:00 A.M.-6:00 P.M. 

1:00 P.M. 

7:00 P.M. 

Communion information class, class 
room 5-10 students, instructor, 
studying, discussion, reading 

Confirmation class, Mid-week 
School (much like Sunday School) 
crafts and refreshments, activities, 
informal gathering, playful 

Choir practice, either in the 
sanctuary or in a practice room, 15-
20 people, acoustical, piano, 
organ, music necessary 

ELDERLY DAY CARE CENTER 
CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 
same activities as listed alx)ve 
with the exception of: 

Mothers club, youth and mothers 
gather, large activity space and child 
care necessary, service activities 
performed 

Voters' meeting. 100 people, large 
meeting room for discussion and 
lecturing necessary, visitation, 
refreshments 

8:00 P.M. Sunday School tx)ard meeting, 
Sunday School staff meeting, class 
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Friday 7:00 A.M.-6:00 P.M. 

7:30 P.M. 

Saturday 9:00 A.M. 

7:00 RM. 

room discussion, 10-15 people 

ELDERLY DAY CARE CENTER 
CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 
same activities as listed above with 
the exception of: 

Youth activity - Civic activity 

Church cleaning group 

Civic activity 

74 



5. DATA CnLLECTinM.c^ 



DATA COLLECTION 

Data, through a survey of various members of the two Lutheran 

churches in Wilson was collected to find out opinions, biases, interests 

and other information pertinent to the research and understanding of 

the two groups. The information delt with historical, philosophical, social 

and economic resources of the members of the churches and 

community at large. The users' needs, preferences, financial, functional 

and operational interests were revealed. 

Other sources of information were gleaned through observation, 

interviews, sun/eys and record searches. The clients, existing facilities, 

archive records, history, existing problems, census records, public 

records and organizational philosophies were researched in depth. 

Population trends and homestead trends have been investigated to 

predict probable future clients. Information collected that did not 

necessarilly have specific application is placed in various places through 

the program where it better relates to the topic of discussion. 
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SURVEY 

LUTHERAN CHURCH. WILSON. TEXAS. 

THIS SURVEY IS TO HELP ME LEARN SOME OF THE UNIQUE PROBLEMS AND STRONG INFLUENCES ON 

THE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH. IF YOU WOULD TAKE THE TIME TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS BY CHECKING 

Tl IE BLANK. OR WRITTING ANSWERS TO THE QUESTION WHERE NECESSARY, I WOULD BE MOST 

APPRECIATIVE. THE ANSWERS WIU. BE TALLIED AND CONSIDERED FOR MY THESIS DESIGN. NOT ALL OF 

THE QUESTIONS WIU. APPLY TO ALL PEOPLE. IF ONE DOES NOT RELATE TO YOU, LEAVE THE QUESTION 

BLANK . THANK YOU, GLENDA KOHL 

CHURCH 

AGE (OPTIONAL). 

MARITAL STATUS 

NO. OF MEMBERS IN YOUR FAMILY 

IF YOU AGREE WITH THE STATEMENT . OR YOUR ANSWER IS YES . PI ACE A CHECK IN THF Rl ANK 

J THINK A WORSHIP SERVICE SHOULD BE A LIGHT AND UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE. 

J THINK A WORSHIP SERVICE SHOULD BE A SERENE . CALM EXPERIENCE. 

I FEEL FREE AND "AT HOME" AT MY CHURCH. 

J ASSOCIATE SOCIALY WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH. 

J FEEL INTIMIDATED TO REMAIN QUIET AND RESTRAINED WITHIN THE CHURCH. 

J ENJOY DANCING 

I ENJOY SOCIAL ACTIVITIES, SUCH AS: 

J WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHURCH ACTIVE IN CIVIC FUNCTIONS. 

J WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO USE MY CHURCH FACILITIES FOR ACTIVITIES OTHER THAN 

SPECIFICALY RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS. 

I ENJOY CELEBRATING ANY AFFAIR. 

J ENJOY ATTENDING SOCIAL PROGRAMES AND FUNCTIONS AT CHURCH. 

I AM A GRANDPARENT 
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I AM RETIRED. 

I AM IN GOOD-AVERAGE FINANCIAL STANDING. 

MY JOB DEALS WITH 

J HAVE REACHED MY CAREER GOALS. 

I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHURCH STRONGER IN ITS PROGRAM DEALING WITH 

HAVE GREAT INGEREST IN 

J HAVE CHILDREN AT HOME. 

J LIVE WITH MY CHILDREN. 

J GREW UP IN THIS CHURCH. 

I HAVE LIVED IN THIS AREA FOR ^YEARS. 

J HAVE A STRONG RELATIONSHIP WITH MY CHURCH. 

J HAVE A STRONG RELATIONSHIP WITH MY FAMILY. 

J DEPEND ON MY FAMILY FOR PHYSICAUFINANCIAL SUPPORT. 

J AM SATISFIED WITH MY LIFE. 

J FEEL OUT OF PLACE AT CHURCH ACTIVITIES. 

J NEED SOMEONE TO TALK TO ON A REGULAR BASES. 

_MY LIFE SEEMS TO HAVE LOST SOME OF ITS MEANING. 

J NEED HELP DEALING WITH MY ELDERLY RELATIVES. 

JHE CONGREGATION IS A HELP TO ME SIMPLY BECAUSE IT IS THERE. 

.KNOWING THAT THE CHURCH IS THERE AND THERE IS SOMEONE TO TALK TO IS HELPFUL TO ME. 

_THIS CONGREGATION FAILS TO MOTIVATE PEOPLE TO PARTICIPATE IN FUNCTIONS OTHER THAN 

WORSHIP SERVICES. 

_THE CHURCH HAS HELPED PEOPLE TO FACE GROWING OLD. 

JHE CHURCH ENABLES ME TO REALIZE THAT OTHERS SHARE SIMILAR EXPERIENCES IN LIFE AND 

THAT I AM NOT ALONE. 

JHE CHURCH SHOULD DO MORE WORK WITH THE ELDERLY IN MEETING THEIR NEEDS. 

_THE CHURCH NEEDS TO DEAL WITH THE HEALTH NEEDS OF ITS MEMBERS. 

J FEEL THE CHURH IS A "ONCE A WEEK" BATTERY CHARGE. 

J DO NOT FEEL THE CHURCH IS A "ONCE A WEEK" BATTERY CHARGE. 

JHE CONGREGATION HELPES TO ESTABLISH A BOND WITH ITS MEMBERS AND THE COMMUNITY. 

JHE CONGREGATION DOES NOT PROVIDE ENOUGH SOCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP. 

JHE CHURCH IS HELPFUL BECAUSE IT IS ALWAYS THERE WHEN I NEED IT. 
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_TH1S CONGREGATION IS SUPPORTIVE IN SOCIAL FUNCTDNS BY PROVIDING DISSCUSSION OF 

COMMON. CURRENT CONCERNS. 

_THE CHURCH DOES NOT PROVIDE ENOUGH ACTIVITIES FOR MY ENTIRE FAMILY. 

J WOULD LIKE TO SEE MORE SOCIAL ACTIVES ATTENDED BY THE COMMUNITY AS A WHOLE 

AT OUR CHURCH. 

jOUR CONGREGATION PROVIDES AND ENCOURAGES SOCIAL ACTIVITY. 

_OUR CONGREGATION PROVIDES AND ENCOURAGES PHYSICAL ACTIVriY. 

_OUR CHURCH ENCOURAGES YOUNG PEOPLE TO BECOME INVOLVED IN AND PROVIDES OPPORTUNrPi' 

FOR RECREATION THROUGH THE CHURCH ACTIVITIES. 

J ENJOY ATTENDING ACTIVITIES SUCH AS A GERMAN "KNOCKWURST" FESTIVAL. 

J THINK THE CHURCH SHOULD PROVIDE A PLACE FOR THE ABOVE SUCH FESTIVALS. 

J H E CHURCH RELATES TO CURRENT ISSUES THAT FACE THE YOUTH AND ELDERLY ALIKE. 

J WOULD PARTICIPATE IN ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES PROVIDED BY THE CHURCH THAT ARE NOT 

PRESENTLY OFFERED THROUGH THE CHURCH. 

SOME OF THESE ACTIVIES MIGHT BE : 

SOME CHANGES I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MADE WITHIN THE CHURCH ARE : 

IF I COULD RE-DESIGN THE SANCTUARY I WOULD UKE TO CHANGE THE : (IE.. LIGHTING, COLOR) 

WITHIN THE EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES I WOULD CHANGE THE 

J HAVE NO COMPLAINTS WITH MY CHURCH. 

I FEEL MY CHURCHE'S STRONGEST ATTRIBUTES ARE : 

J FEEL EDUCATION, WORSHIP, AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES ARE ALL ACTIVITIES THAT CAN AND 

SHOULD OCCUR IN ONE PLACE 

J BELIEVE THE SAME SOCIAL ACTIVITIES THAT TAKE PLACE AT A SCHOOL OR COMMUNITY 

CENTER CAN TAKE PLACE AT A CHURCH AS WELL, 

j WOULD LIKE TO SEE OUR CHURCH HOST DANCES AND FESTIVALS THAT MY ENTIRE FAMILY 

AND COMMUNITY COULD ATTEND AND ENJOY. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS THEY WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 
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V 

Art begins with worship and philosophy. The difference 
between a religious leader and an artist is that the former 
shares his belief through spiritual impetus, the later 
through physical (visual) form. Beliefs are in an absolute 
sense the foundations of stnjcture. (Hubble, p.10) 

St. 9oJut fuUtc/mit C k a ^ 
P.O. Box 7 

WILSON. TEXAS 79381 
• (8»4) 628-6573 ' 

November 18, 1986 

INTERVIEWS 

In an interview with Rev. Greg Pietz, pastor of St. John Lutheran 

Church, Wilson, Tx, the following information was obtained and noted. 

St. John Lutheran Church was chartered with the American 

Lutheran Church in 1960, changing from the Evengelical Lutheran 

Church, which was originally founded in 1914. 

Many men participate in activities, but there is a lack of organizations 

and social activities for women. 

30% of the members of St. John Lutheran Church presently are 

elderly and 10% of those live alone. 

The civic activities that the men of the congregation and town 

participate in are: Lions Club, School Board and Volunteer Fire 

Department. The town also supports activities such as blood drives, 

food distribution and social welfare programs. 

The St. John Lutheran Church building proper was not originally 

built by the members of the Lutheran church. It was purchased from a 

Baptist church. There are therefore no architecturally historical elements 

that could be removed and placed in a new structure with perhaps the 

exception of the stained glass windows, the one in of St. John in 

particular. The pews, chancel ornaments and other sanctuary objects 

can be moved and utilized as an addition to those presently owned and 

used by St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

Members of the congregation seem interested in and attend 

activites that involve them bringing food and refreshments, more than 

when the foods, etc.. are supplied for them. Their proud German 

heritage refuses to allow them to recieve "charity". 

The ALC church has adopted the attitude of adiaphoria. so much so 

that their theological view of religious architecture is that if it is not 
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needed, or frequently used, do not put it in. 

Rev. Glen O'Shoney, President of the Texas District, LCMS, 

was contatcted on a number of occasions for approval to obtain 

information for various subjects. Rev. O'Shoney stated that this project 

was not only in the best interest of the two churches in Wilson, but also 

that with the suscessful combination of the facilities, there could be a 

great interest by the district office to actually impliment such a project. 

The Lutheran Churches of the LCMS as well as the ALC, are most 

intersted in the care of elderiy and disabled people. They have intact, 

set up jointly the Lutheran Social Services of Texas for this very 

purpose. Rev. O'Shoney thought the possibility of creating a day care 

center in this area would also be exciting. 

Rev. R.H.Wuensche, LCMS Historian and Archivest, when 

interviewed on multiple occasions was instrumental in obtaining 

historical information on St. Paul Lutheran Church as well as supplying 

historical pictures of approximately 75 rural Gemnan churches in Texas. 

Rev. Carroll Kohl, throughout the research and writting process 

of this program was consulted in matters concerning theology, liturgical 

matters, application, psychology, practices and significant issues within 

the Lutheran religion and activies. Additionally, he was consulted on 

design considerations for the sanctuary, administration, education and 

fellowship areas. 

Dr. JoAnn Shroyer, Assistant Professor of Home Ecconomics 

at Texas Tech University was interviewed and questioned relative to 

adult day care centers. Her responses to the following and other 

questions were integrated throughout this program. 

Question: Taking an overall view of day care centers you are familiar 

with, do you see any important factor that has been instrumental in the 

suscess of day care centers? 

Answer: Suscess is mainly determined by the spaces available. 

There is such a need for these centers presently, that the lack of a facility 
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is the bigest problem. The administrative qualities could always be a 

factor in the sucess or failure of any facility, but that is not a design 

problem. 

Question: What are some special furnishings that are not generally 

thought of when designing a facility for the elderly? 

Answer: You must always design for the most frail person, avoid 

anything that might cause bruising (sharp edges on chairs). Design 

areas for easy moving with no obsticles in hallways and other walkways. 

Do not utilize collapsible furniture (chairs or tables) and use couches and 

chairs with armrests that can withstand pressure while helping the 

person sit or rise. 

Question: Is there any specific architectural style that emotionally 

interests or is particulariy disliked by the elderiy population as a whole? 

Answer: You will need to create a building indiginous to the area. A 

conservative, traditional building is suggested. Utilization of front 

porches and other traditional building elements always particularly 

please elderly users. 

Question: What colors and color patterns appeal to the elderly, and 

what colors and color patterns should be avoided? 

Answer: Avoid floral patterns. Avoid abstract patterns. Preferences 

are to high textures of the softer, more soothing materials. (Details are 

listed within the text of this paper.) 
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CASE STUDIES 

To wonder is to begin to understand.(Annonymous) 

RELIGIOUS FACILITIES 

PROJECT NAME: Trinity Lutheran Church 

SITE: Chelmsford, Massachusetts 

ARCHITECT: Joseph J. Schiffer 

SOURCE: Architectural Record, March 1965 

DESCRIPTION: Essential translations of traditional 

architectural forms; and as long as churches continue to use 

traditional symbols and ritual this course would seem to have 

every intellectual justification. The church aims to create the 

shadowy interior and the arching forms of the Gothic revival. The 

asymmetrical placement of the sacristy, baptistry, and organ loft 

is also expressed on the exterior, where each of these elements 

appears to break through the facade, producing the same 

opposition of forms that takes place in plan. The basic colors of 

the interior are warm tones of wood and brick. The stained glass 

pattern progresses from blue white to blue purple and then to red 

in the sanctuary. The chancel cross is hammered bronze and 

silver, and the altar, pulpit and baptismal font are granite. 

PROJECT NAME: Christ the King Lutheran Church 

SITE: Houston.Texas 

ARCHITECT: Charies Tapley 

SOURCE: Architectural Record, Feb. 1984, p. 104-7. 

DESCRIPTION: Stated by the Architect, Christ the King is "a 

small normanesque, proto-Gothic stone structure with 

considerable visual quality." The ceiling of the nave suggests the 

hammer-beam roofs of the English Gothic. The curved north 
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front with its oeil-de-boelif recalls the English Rennaisance. 

The unusual plan of the sanctuary -a rectangular Romanesque 

basilic with rounded corners at the floor, a gothic cruciform 

with dormered transepts at the roof arrived from liturgical 

usage developed by the congregation in its old church. To foster 

a sense of intimate community, worshipers sit on all four sides 

of the altar, which occupies a place directly below the rooftop 

crossing. Pews brought from the old church seat most of the 

communicants along the long wall, while chairs at the end of the 

nave accommodate overflow and the choir as well as the 

musicians, thus becoming literally as well as symbolically a 

part of the congregation. The chairs and other liturgical 

furniture can be moved to create an aisle for special occassions. 

With small town scale and familiar materials the 

importance of a religious building in a residential neighborhood 

was reasserted. The complex combines old and new styles. The 

narthex within houses a small chapel for daily services during 

the week. The interior of the nave is less modest than its plain 

white walls and wood decked ceiling at first suggested. Wood 

arches and tie beam roofs, and the intarsia and brass liturgical 

furniture, the altar, communion railing, pulpit and baptismal 

font were designed by the architects to assume a similarly 

contrasting grandeur. 

PROJECT NAME: Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

SITE: Santa Rosa, California 

ARCHITECT: Ducombe / Roland / Miller 

SOURCE: Architectural Record, July 1973, p.131 

DESCRIPTION: This church is both traditional in feeling 

and non-traditional in form. The triangular plan with its four 

banks of pews instead of two derives from the program 

requirements that the congregation have the sense of gathering 
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around the altar without actually doing so. The organ is behind 

the altar. Originally the program called for seperate buildings 

for the sanctuary, parish hall, and educational facilities . The 

final plan put the parish hall, educational facilities and offices in 

one building and the sanctuary in another. 

PROJECT NAME: Trinity Evangelical First Church 

SITE: Houston, Texas 

SOURCE: Texas District, Lutheran Church- Mo. Synod, 

Archives 

DATE: 1879 

DESCRIPTION: Trinity, Houston, has the traditional tower 

centered on the front of the sanctuary entry. The bell tower 

shows the grandure of the church proper even from the date of 

1879. This frame building is no longer used, not because of 

deteriation, but because it is not able to hold the entire 

congregation. This church house as so many of this time period 

was so well built that it easily withstands the years, beyond its 

time. 
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PROJECT NAME: St. John Lutheran Church 

SITE: Lincoln, Texas 

SOURCE: Texas District, Lutheran Church-Mo. Synod, 

Archives 

DATE: 1892 

DESCRIPTION: This small rural church has an 86 foot 

tower. The tower is not the only traditional element of the 

church. The windows lining each side of the sanctuary, the 

typical wood frame and the symetry of the entire building are all 

traditional elements which were common to the time of the 

building of this structure. 
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PROJECT NAME: Trinity Lutheran Church 

SITE: Neudorf, Texas 

SOURCE: Texas District, Lutheran Church-Mo. Synod, 

Archives 

DATE: 1860 

DESCRIPTION: This historical church has been preserved 

and moved to Spring Park, Tomball, Texas. The restoration of 

this building was done under the auspice of Spring Creek 

Historical Association, in 1974, for the 491 st. anniversary of 

Dr. Martin Luther's birth, and the 458 th. year of the 

Reformation. The original name of the church was 

"Gottesdiesnst Bel Der Wiederherstellung, Der Evangelisch 

Lutherische Dreienigkeitsgemeinde, Zu Neudorf, Texas" 

PROJECT NAME: St. John Lutheran Church 

SITE: Paige, Texas 

SOURCE: Texas District, Lutheran Church-Mo. Synod, 

Archives 

DATE: 1902 

DESCRIPTION: Stain glass is a traditional element that has 

been preserved and continues to be used in church structures. 

St. Paul in Paige, like so many churches built in the early 

1900's has four pairs of windows lining the sanctuary with a 

semetrical plan, centering on a bell tower entry. 

PROJECT NAME: St. Paul Lutheran Church 

SITE: Serbin, Texas 

SOURCE: Texas District, Lutheran Church-Mo. Synod, 

Archives 

DATE: 1854 
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DESCRIPTION: This church is one of the most historical 

Lutheran Churches in Texas. The massive structure that was 

built in 1854, is still used today. The three foot thick walls not 

only ensure stability, but also make the energy consumption 

minimal. This two story structure was well planned and designed 

with a traditional exterior and a liturgical enterior. A unique 

aspect of this church is the fact that the pulpit is built above the 

altar on the level of the balcony and is entered by stairs behind 

the altar area. The German tradition of this era was that the 

women and cheldren sat in the balcony while the men sat on the 

main floor. The pulpit was eye level with the balcony so that the 

pastor could watch the entire congregation. 

PROJECT NAME: Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

SITE: Willowhole, Texas 

SOURCE: Texas District, Lutheran Church-Mo. Synod, 

Archives 

DATE: 1928 

DESCRIPTION: This frame structure, still in use today is 

slightly different from the traditional church. The tower, which 

is not an overpowering member, is the apex of the symetry of the 

form. The entrance is on the side of the structure rather than the 

end, bringing the congregation directly into the sanctuary rather 

than a narthex. The traditional stained glass is missing in the 

windows and there are no typical arches over the entry, yet the 

image of the traditional "old-style church house" can not be 

mistaken. 

Other historical and traditional Lutheran Churches that were 

researched for this paper were: 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church. William Penn, Texas. 1860 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Friona. Texas,1910 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Clifton, Texas ,1927 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church. Copperas Cove, Texas,1894 
Immanuel Lutheran Church,Giddings, Texas,1886 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Warda, Texas.1882 
Our Savior Lutheran Church. Clifton, Texas 
Salem's Evangelical Lutheran Church .Malone, Texas 
St. John Lutheran Church, Farwell,Texas, 1953 
St. Luke First Church, OIney, Texas, 1912 
St. Luke Second Church, OIney, Texas, 1925 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Aleman, Texas, 1899, 1916. 1956 
St. Paul Lutheran Church. Bishop, Texas ,1912, 1927 
St. Paul Lutheran Church.Canyon. Texas.1918. 1940 
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church. Ft.Worth. Texas, 1943 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Wichita Falls. Texas , 1904, 1927 
St. Peter Lutheran Church, Bowie. Texas. 1911 
Trinity First Church, Amarillo, Texas, 1923 
Trinity Second Church, Amarillo, Texas, 1942 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Riesel, Texas, 1937, 1893 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Spring, Texas, 1884, 1949 
Trinity Evangelical Second Church, Houston, Texas, 1903 
Zion Lutheran Church, Anderson, Texas 
Zion Lutheran Church, Dallas. Texas 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Follett, Texas, 1919 

ADULT DAY CARE CENTERS 

PROJECT NAME: Heaton Court Housing 

SITE: Stockbridge,Massachusetts 

ARCHITECT: Goody &Clanay & Assoc. 

DESCRIPTION: This housing complex for the independent 

elderiy houses 50 residents. The site was formally occupied by 

an old hotel, surrounded by dense woodlands. The structures 

have the traditionally pitched roofs linked by continious 

galleries and porches. These porches still carry on the old 

social porch type feeling among the residents which are 

important in linking building to building with a covered 

walkway, providing covered access to nearby parking and 

providing personal interaction nodes. An interior courtyard is 

formed by the surrounding housing and the larger 

administration building to one side. 
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PROJECT NAME: Nursing Home 

SITE: Phi ladelphia 

DESCRIPTION: This nursing home is for the disoriented 

elderily with high levels of senility who require a higher level of 

care and monitoring. A high degree of memory loss is 

characteristic of most of the residents and disorientation is a 

major problem. The residents' rooms are situated around a large 

common space, rather than a hallway, where people tend to 

interact frequently or watch activity from their own rooms. 

Most activity takes place inside of this large space which also 

contains a dining area and a movable nurses station for increased 

monitoring. The major disadvantages accompanying this facility 

are: the steril or institutionalized florescent lighting, a feeling 

of loneliness when a resident is in the larger space alone, 

absence of windows which gives an enclosed feeling. 

PROJECT NAME: Maple Knoll Village 

SITE: Cincinnati Ohio 

ARCHITECT: Gryzen & Partners 

DESCRIPTION: These facilities offer two levels of care: 

independant, located in town houses, and dependent, in a hospice 

facility for 24-hour medical care and close monitoring. The 

activities and housing is focused along an interior hallway called 

Main Street with lounge nodes which encourages personal 

interaction. Each resident has the opportunity to furnish his/her 

own space with personal articles of furniture, etc... Adjoining 

each residence is a private terrace. A large open green area is 

used to connect spaces and is used for fellowship by the residents 

during the milder weather. Activities and interests in the facility 

encourage the resident to leeve his/her own apartment and to be 

active in events. This is extremely important in keeping the 

residents socially active. 
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CIVIC - ACTIVITY CENTER 

PROJECT NAME: Milford Center 

SITE: Mil ford, Pennsylvania 

ARCHITECT: Kelhbaugh and Lee 

SOURCE: Progressive Architecture, April 1980 

p.1 62-3 

DESCRIPTION: The building is meant to evoke images of 

wooden farmhouses of the region it is in, despite the fact that 

the internal structure, floors, walls, and partitions are of 

concrete to store solar energy. The townhouses, with their 

dormer windows, shed roofs, and cross-bar windows, are 

comparable. Part will consist of operating thermal shutters, 

shades, windows, and vents, wood stoves, fireplaces and 

furnaces and composite toilets are all devices used by the center 

to use all natural environmental rescources. For passive solar 

heating- which is expected to provide approximately 75% of 

space and water heating - there are trombe walls, drum walls, 

direct gain windows, an attached greenhouse and hot water 

preheating. The hot water preheating tube extends the entire 

160' length of the roof. In an insulated box, surrounded by 

aluminum foil and exposed to the sun through a double glazed 

south-tilted edge, the 18" diameter black pipe holds, and heats 

water for about one full day on its way from the well to the 

water heater. At night a thermal blanket lessens the heat loss. 

There is a windmill to generate electricity. For cooling, part of 

the building is built into the earth. There are night vents and 

blowers to wash the masonry with night air. The exterior is 

covered with cedar siding and roofed with corrugated asphalt. 

Inside, concrete block and vinyl are the norm, with special 

walls of glass block and Southern yellow pine and special floors 

of rubber tile and bluestone pavers. The south facing houses 
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have a yard in front with a 6' wall along the streets for privacy. 

The north-facing houses have their yard and a greenhouse in 

back. Large rotary ventilators, lifted from farms and factories 

function atop chimneys, and bread box pre-heaters dot the roofs. 

Kelbaugh stated " I do not design for a preconceived auxiliary fuel 

bill, I incorporate as much passive techniques as is archi

tecturally conventional." 

PROJECT NAME: Culture Forum 

SITE: Berlin West Germany 

ARCHITECT: Hans Hollein 

SOURCE: P.A. March 84 

DESCRIPTION: A large square and four fairiy small buildings 

are used to tie together several significant and disparately styled 

structures. An exhibition building and a guest house for the city, 

and a Bible musem are connected with a monastery for the 

protestant church. 

PROJECT NAME: Wurstfest 

SITE: New Braunfels, Texas 

SOURCE: New Braunfels Chamber of Commerce 

DESCRIPTION: The New Braunfels Wurstfest is a ten day 

festival, celebrating old German heritage and culture. The entire 

county takes part in scheduled events each day of the festival. 

These activities include dancing, eating, special shows, exhibits, 

melodramas, games and other activities. 
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PROJECT NAME: Octoberfest 

SITE: Fredericksburg, Texas 

SOURCE: Fredericksburg Chamber of Commerce 

DESCRIPTION: A three day festival of arts, crafts, food, 

music, dancing and games has become an autumn tradition in 

Fredericksburg. This German-style fair, set in the downtown 

area, is a community celebration that follows in the footsteps 

of the original event in Munich, West Germany. 

The activities begin on a Friday evening and continue 

through Sunday night. Local German foods will be available 

including German sausage, potato salad, sauerkraut, pretzels, 

cake as well as other foods. "Oma and the Ompahs" (a four piece 

band) play waltzes and two-steps for dancing. There are 

performances by dancers who perform orginial dance steps in 

traditional German dress. 
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No goal is too high 
confidence 

FINANCING 

if we climb with care ar 

^ ^ 

Financing for a religious building can be achieved in varioi 

ways.The building committee can make use of special bondii 

companies whose services are available. Bonds covering a 10 to 12 ye 

pay out and loans for longer periods are accessible through spec 

channels. The Texas District and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Sync 

provide Church extension funds available in loan form. Financi 

budgeting by the congregation and public service are taken in 

consideration when applying for the loans. Contributions, persor 

loans, pledges, memorials programs and local bank loans are all mea 

by which the funds may be acquired. In addition to these means, the 

are church Insurance companies and savings and loan associatioi 

which often are available to supply necessary funds. 

Bank loans especially for interim financing are a possibility. Certair 

the bank with which the church is conducting business should I 

investigated. Bank loans are frequently short-term loans. Tt 

advantage of such borrowing is that the shorter the period of the loc 

the less total interest is paid for the use of the funds. 

Investment brokers are available for financing but are often the mc 

expensive form of funding. The funds are invested by the broker 

programs that show evidence of sound financing and a successi 

record of payments. Borrowing from this source requires tt 

congregation to mortgage its present facilities. 

Debenture Bonds are sold by the congregation to its members at 

friends. There is are many independent companies that makes 

business of issuing and selling bonds for the congregation. Mat 

church projects have been financed through this manner. Sine 

congregafions do not normally set up sinking funds to meet 

emergency redemption, a more satisfactory program would be to u; 

church extension funds from the district or synod. Several insuranc 

companies have developed insured - savings - loan plans. These plar 

vary with the different companies and should be investigated ve 
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thoroughly before embarking upon such a venture. Under this method. 

Aid Association for Lutherans, Lutheran Brotherhood and Lutheran 

Mutual all make loans to Lutheran congregations for financing purposes. 

Church Extension funds are also available from the Texas District and 

the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. These investments are collected 

through loans, contributions, and memorials from members who are 

dedicating portions of their financial blessings to assist the church. 

Loans from the Church Extension Fund are made on an interest -paying 

basis, and the arrangements provide for the repayment of both principal 

and interest on a schedule mutually agreeable. The Church Extension 

Fund represents the collective resources of the church and its total 

membership, so that expansion opportunities of this church can be met. 

CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 

COST ANALYSIS 

An inclusive summary can not be made at the time of this program, 

because it has not yet been determined what the final size or number of 

facilities will be designed. Documentation of the project design when 

complete will include costs, feasibility, furnishing estimates and site 

development costs. 

At this time it is possible however to project typical unit costs for 

square footage for each building type. 

Building Type 

Churches 

Civic Centers 

Care Centers 

tow 

$48.15 

$41.50 

$50.50 

medium 

$59.75 

$57.10 

$61.85 

high 

$75.05 

$74.60 

$78.45 

Means' Square Footage Costs, 1986 

Building' Square Ft. 

Church 17,925 

Civic Center 6,704 

Care Center 5,830 

Cost per Ft. 

$48.15 $ 

$41.50 $ 

$50.50 $ 

BIdg. Cost 

863,088.75 

278.216.00 

294.415.00 

Total cost of buildings ^ $ 1.435.719.75 
•Note: The lower cost per square foot estimates are used in the above totals 
because the construction is uncomplicated and assistance can be expected frorr 
members of the church on various aspects of the construction. 

Lutheran 
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Pfluger " 2:16 
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* Much information on the Church programs and activities was 

determined as a result of interviews with local ministers, and 

personal experience within the Lutheran Church. 
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November 4, 1986 

Ms. Glenda Kohl 
5540 19th Street 
Boardwalk Apt. #134 
Lubbock, TX 79407 

Dear Ms. Kohl: 

Your letter requesting some information relating to architecture just 
reached my desk. I am not aware of any studies or papers which have 
been done on the joining of an ALC and Missouri Synod church. I regret 
that I am not able to help you. Your theoretical dealing with this 
unique situation should be most interesting. 

If it is convenient I would be happy to have a copy of your thesis for 
sharing with our Standing Committee - Architecture. 

Cordially yours, 

/ Execiicive Vice President 
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TEXAS DISTRICT 
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH — MISSOURI SYNOD 

7900 U.S. 290 EAST • AUSTIN, TEXAS 78724-2499 

AC 512 •926-4272 
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October 27, 1986 

Miss Glenda Kohl 
5540 195h Street 
Boardwalk Apt. #134 
Lubbock, Texas 79407 

Dear Glenda: 

Thanks for your letter concerning your project in Wilson. 

We have only one situation where an ALC and a LCMS church 
joined into one worshipping community . . . at least that's 
the case in my history and my knowledge of the District. 

In that instance the two congregations chose to keep the one 
facility and to leave the other. I checked the file folder of 
that congregation - in our archives - and I don't find a 
single thing written about this in terms of any long range 
plan. It's just one of those things that happened . . . 
probably a move prompted by financial difficulties in both 
parishes. 

I'm sorry that I don't have more information to provide you. 
If you have any further questions, please let me know. 

Peace and joy in Christ. 

Your co-worker for Christ, 
r 

Glenn O'Shoney, President 

GOSict 
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November 18, 1986 

Miss Glenda Kohl 
5540 19th St. 
Boardwalk Apt. #134 
Lubbock, TX 79407 

Dear Miss Kohl, 

Your letter addressed to Rev. Robert C. Greene was passed 
to my office for reply. 

We are enclosing a copy of The Urban Institute research 
paper on Adult Day Care; Supplement or Substitute? We 
feel this paper should give you the information you need. 

If we can be of further assistance, please let us know. 

Yours very truly. 

a 
Rev. Norman C. Hein 
Consultant to Congregations 

NCH:re 
end 

Lutheran 
Social Service 
of Texas, Inc. 
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RO Box 49589 
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TEXAS DISTRICT 
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH — MISSOURI SYNOD 

7900 U.S. 290 EAST • AUSTIN, TEXAS 78724-2499 

REV. CARL A. HECKMANN, D.D. 
/DIRECTOR OF-BEVetePMENT 

AC 512 • 926-4272 J^^, •"""" ^ ^ 

^ X ^^A^^^/^^^. ^^^ 

A 2 ^ ^ uf>^ a.r,^t>i^ ^^^/^^^, 

'.^*'t^ 
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St. ^OUK jCuflifi/uut Chwtdi 
P.O. Box 7 

W I L S O N , T E X A S 7 9 3 8 1 

November 18, 1986 

Dear Glenda, 

Sorry this took so long, but here it is: 

Roland Schlueter 

A.B. Weiss 

John Flierl 

C.N. Roth 

E. Herber 

E.C. Poehlman 

Leslie W. Huebner 

C.C. Ehler (Intern 

Malcolm E. Hoffman 

James P. Burnett 

John W. Onda 

Fred Hamilton 

Leo Widdel 

Louis Balderach 

Bob Zacharias 

Greg Pietz 

1918-1919 

1919-1925 

1925-1926 

1926-1934 

1934-1946 

1946-1948 

1950-1951 

1949-1950) 1951-1! 

1954-1957 

1958-1962 

1962-1966 

1967-1968 

1969-1970 

1971-1974 

1975-1983 

1984-

I hope this information is helpful; let me know if there's anything 

else I can do. 

Sincerely, 

GreQ Pietz 
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(<^\/[L±XOUXL eSunoaj 

Box 146 

<Wltion, IJaeax 7^381 

C^uxeti ^Pfione. 62S - 247; 

November 4 , 1986 

Glenda; 

Sorry that I haven't been around the office much. 
I have been very busy this year and as the Advent/ Christmas 
Season approaches I am afraid it is only going to get 
busier. 

Enclosed you will find all of the things I could 
put my hands on in the office. I am afraid that my 
predecessors didn't seem to find it very important to 
save things. Perhaps the best piece of material is the 
50th Anniversary Service Folder. In the back it contains 
a History of St. Paul Lutheran Church. I have updated it 
a bit to make it current. It also has a picture of the 
old church as well as the new. 

I have also enclosed my statistics for 1986 as well 
as the membership statistics since the year 1957, Before 
that there are no statistics. 

As for your questionaire; perhaps the best person to 
get ahold of is Mrs. R. E. Behrend (Velma). She was a 
member of one of the first confirmation classes here at 
St. Paul. She woul<4 be your best bet for any information 
you would like to know on the church or the school. She 
lives in the third house on the right as you go down the 
dirt road from the church to my house. It is actually in 
the middle of the second block from the church. She is 
72 and works over at the high school cafeteria during the 
day. Her address is: Box 274 Wilson, Texas 79381 
Phone number is: 628-6339 

A.J. Gicklhorn is another one whowas a member of this 
church early on. He is also quite active still at age 67. 
He lives in the house on the right as you come to town on 
P.M. 211 (There are two brick house built across from each 
other; his is the right one) His address is: Route 1 Box 
180 Wilson, Texas 79381 Phone number: 628-6338 

Another good one to talk to would be Monroe Talkmitt. 
I believe you had dinner at Monroe and Lorine Talkmitt's 
house one time. He has been here early on in the church's 
history. The address is: Route 1 Wilson, Texas 79381 
Phone number is: 628-6329 
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Dorothy Miles would also be very helpful. She used to be a 
Teinert and she may even have some historical things. She lives 
in Slaton at: 210 S. 16th St. Box 352 Slaton, Texas 79364 
Phone nximber is: 828-5606 

Monroe Noack from Grace Lutheran Church in Lamesa was also 
confirmed along with Velma Behrend here at St. Paul. He too may 
be able to help you, I don't know his address though. You would 
have to get that from Pastor Gleason. 

Any one of these people may have pictures and documents 
which they may allow you to copy. As for the things here at 
church; you've got it all! 

In Him, 

Rev. David W. Rohde 

ENCL: 50th Anniversary Service Folder 
Statistical Information Sheets 
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Chamber of Commerce 
PC. Box 2310 

Son Marcos, Texos 78667-2310 

(Greater 

SljBeto praunfels! 
chamber of Commerce 

p. O. Box 180. New Braunfels, Texas 78131-0180 

oLantpaiai L,ountif C,hambtr of Cc ontmtrct 

P.O. Box 627 

LAMPASAS. TEXAS 76550-0627 

L A M P A S A S C o u n t 4 a . » m U r o f C .ommenc* 

Nov. 10, 1986 

Dear Ms. Kohl: 

501 C . 2nJ Street 

\_ampatas, | exas 76550 

Teleplione (51?) 556-517^ 

M A S O N C O U N T Y C L m U r of Commerce 

k, 
J 

< 
o 
8 F R O M Fredericksburg Chamber of Commerce 

Convention & Visitors Bureau 

P.O. Box 505 

Fredericksburg. Texas 78624 

TO Glenda K o h l 

II 

5540 19th S t r e e t 

Boardwalk fipt. #134 

Lubbock. Texas 79407 

XZ<JL zuAjjj wm» 
PARCEL ROST —CONTENTS MERCHANDISE - RETURN REQUESTED 

P.O. Sox 156 
' M a i o n , T e x « 76856 

Telephone (pIS) 547-5758 

- ^ t ^ cLrvcL 

^Irvudtt - L ^ -CtuL I lOo!f> , 3(ry^ of dckjUJi^ dUM^uJUia^ 
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CASE STUDI lES 





THE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 
This congregation also had a parochial school from 1927 until 1971. 

In 1946, the first school building was built. Up until this time classes were 
held in the church. The pastors of St. Paul's also served as teachers until 
1951, when the congregation employed its first full-time teacher, 
Mr. Ralph Droege. 

On July 28, 1957, the dedication of the new school building took 
place. The following teachers succeeded Mr. Droege: 

Allen Ostwalt, Mary Ann (Handrick) Siehr, Bonnie Winston, Carl 
W. Bielefeldt, Mr. and Mrs. George Dellinger, Alice (Wiede) Rude, 
Nancy (Wuensche) Koehler, Marilyn (Wuensche) Bowers, Frieda 
(Thorman) Zacho, Robert Esch, and Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Wentland. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church: Past and Present 

FIRST CHURCH Dedicated July 18, 1926. 

PRESENT CHURCH Dedicated July 3, 1953. 

All Glory to God Alone! 
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THR F I I T I F / n i ANNIVERSARY WORSHIP 
January 28, 1968 10:30 a.m. 

Organ Prelude Mrs. Wanda Stegemoeller 
The Hymn: "Praise To The Lord" No. 408 
The Brief Order Of Public Confession page 247 
The Service page 17 
The Old Testament Lesson: Psalm 95:1-7 
Tlie Anthem Sr. Choir 
The Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 2:19-22 
The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 5:13-16 
The Nicene Creed page 4 
The Hymn: "The Church's One Foundation" No. 149 
The Sermon: Pastor C. N. Roth 

First Resident Pastor Of The Congregation 
The Offering and Offertory page 27 
The Prayer of The Church 
The Hymn: "Love Devine, All Loves Excelling" (tune 312) 

No. 397 
The Liturgy of Thanksgiving page 29 
Benediction and Silent Prayer 

^ The Hymn: "On Our Way Rejoicing" No. 195 
r>o Postlude 

THE ANNIVERSARY SERVICE OF PRAISE 
2:00 p.m. 

Prelude -, ^ " - Mary Wilke 
The Hymn: "Open Now Thy Gates Of Beauty" No. 187 
The Evening Suffrages • page 155 
Psalm 100 page 199 
The Lesson: Epliesians 3:14-21 
The Anthem: Jr. Choir 
The Evening Suffrages page 155 
The Hymn: "Saviour, Again To Thy Dear Name" No. 198 

Welcome: Victor Steinhauser, Church Council President 
Recognition of Former Pastors and 
Acknowledgement of Greetings: Curtis Wilke, Chairman 

Anniversary Committee 
Closing Prayer ' . . : ^ - . • No- 62 
Pastor Fred G. Hamilton will conduct each worship service. 

A HISTORY OF ST. JOHN I.DTHERAN CHURCH 
1918 - 1968 

This past Friday, January 26, 1968, marked the fiftieth 
anniversary of the formal organization of St. John Lutheran 
Church in Wilson, Texas. 

Lutherans at Wilson had, however, received spiritual 
care by Lutheran pastors as far back as 1913. In those early 
years, Rev. C. Stadler of Lockney would brave the long 
tiresome distances to minister to the first pioneers around 
Wilson. In the summer of 1916, Rev. A. Weber of Lockney 
continued the work at Wilson and it was he who confirmed 
the first class in Christian doctrine on October 8, 1916. The 
class consisted of Walter Lichey, Carl Lichey, and Elsie Nessel 
(now Mrs. Louis Shambeck). 

By January of 1917, a regular schedule of Sunday worship 
services was begun but it was not until January 26, 1918, 
that their pastor Rev. Roland Schlueter formally organized 
the group into a congregation. 

St. John Church became affiliated with the First Evan
gelical Lutheran Synod of Texas. Charter members of this 
first Lutheran congregation in Lynn County were the fol
lowing, with their families: Anton Ahrens, August Nieman, 
J. H. Sander, Henry Hillen, Charles Lichey, Fritz Nieman, and 
Emil Nieman. 

These first years saw many hardships for the struggling 
little congregation. Many of the early settlers had to re
concile themselves to the droughts and dust storms. Despite 
this most of the people stayed and the faithful pastors were 
always there to bring comfort and counsel from God's word 
in times of spiritual stress. 

In 1919, Pastor A. B. Weiss began a faithful ministry 
which lasted six years. During these years the little group 
worshipped in the Baptists Church and occasionally in the 
public school and in the Methodist Church. 

Bev. John Flierl, a foreign missionary on furlough from 
New Guiena, served the congregation from June, 1926 to 
September, 1926. In the early part of 1926 the Baptist Church 
building was purchased. 

On September 19, 1926, the Rev. C. N. Roth came to 



SURVEY 

LUTHERAN CHURCH WILSON TX. 

THIS SURVEY IS TO HELP ME LEARN SOME OF THE UNIQUE PROBLEMS AND STRONG INFLUENCES 

ON THE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH. IF YOU WOULD TAKE THE TIME TO ANSVER THE QUESTIONS BY 

CHECKING THE BLANK, OR VRITTITC. ANSWERS TO THE QUESTION WHERE NECESSARY I WOULD BE 

MOST APPRECIATIVE. THE ANSWERS WILL BE TALLIED AND CONSOERED FOR MY THESIS DESIGN. 

MOT ALL OF THE QUESTIONS WLL APPLY TO ALL PEOPLE, IF ONE DOES 2̂0T RELATE TO YOU LEAVE 

THE QUESTION BLANK. THANK YOU, GLENDA KOHL 

u 
AGE (OPTIONAL) 4=> Zf 

MARITAL STATUS. '^^/LA.U't^ 

NO. OF MEMBERStN YOUR FAMILY £ ^ 

!F YOU AGREE WfTH THE STATEMErfT . OR YOUR ANSWER fS YES Ft ACE A CHECK lf< THE EL^NK 

I THINK A WORSHIP SERVICE SHOULD BE A LIGHT AN-O UFllFTB'JG EXPERIENCE. 

I THINK A WORSHIP SERVICE SHOULD BE A SERENE , CALM EXPERIENCE. 

"TFEEL FREE AND "AT HOME" AT M '̂ CHURCH. , ' JL/ 1 

I ASSOCIATE SOCIALY WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH. Ol^^--^-^^ .**yM ' ^ yu/^ZU^^ 

I FEEL WTWIDATED TO REMAW QUIET AND RESTRAINED W^^Hl̂ i THE CHURCH. 

i ENJOY DANCWG 

I ENJOY SOCIAL ACTIVITIES, SUCH AS: 

<.^t->,^- ^J^-/:^ -^/^-^fri^ M^ L^^./'J^^ ^:,^ ^A;d^ /^^^tAo-<-U^U-^ 

- J r r T f WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHURCH ACTIVE IN CIVIC FUNCTIONS. 

— r : ^ ! WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO USE MY CHURCH FACIITES FOR ACTr/ITIES OTHER THAN 

SPECIFICALY RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS. /^^^^^ ^ ^ - ^ - - ^ • 

I ENJOY CELEBRATING ANY AFFAIR. 

J ^ ^ I ENJOY ATTENDING SOCIAL PROGRAMES AND FUNCTIONS AT CHURCH. 

i : : ^ I AM A GRAfiDPARENT. 

- ^ ^ T T A M RETIRED. 

- J ^ AM LN GOOD-AVER AGE FINANCIAL ST A^J)WO. 

MY JOB DEALS WITH 

I HAVE REACHED W CAREER GOALS. 
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SURVEY 

LUTHERAN CHURCH WILSON TX. 

THIS SURVEY IS TO HELP ME LEARN SOME OF THE UNIQUE PROBLEMS AND STRONG INFLUENCES 

ON THE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH. IF YOU WOULD TAKE THE TIME TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS BY 

CHECKING THE BLANK, OR WRITTING ANSWERS TO THE QUESTION WHERE NECESSARY I WOULD BE 

MOST APPRECIATIVE. THE ANSWERS WLL BE TALLIED AND CONSIDERED FOR MY THESIS DESIGN. 

NOT ALL a"̂  THE QUESTlOfJS WLL APPLY TO ALL PEOPLE, IF OTJE DOES NOT RELATE TO YOU LEAVE 

THE QUESTION BLANK . THANK YOU, GLENDA KOHL 

AGE (OPTIONAL;_Z:^ 

MARITAL ^TA-ntc -U^J.^tC-

NO. OF MEMBERSINYOURFAMLY, L 

0 

IF YCU AGREE WITH THE STATEMErrT . OR YOUR ANSWER IS ^ES . PL ACE A CHECK m THE BLANK 

^ I THINK A WORSHIP SERVICE SHOULD BE A LIGHT AND UPLIFTING EXPERIENCE. 

^ I THINK A WORSHIP SERVICE SHOULD BE A SERENE , CALM EXPERIENCE. 

^ I FEEL FP^E AND "AT HOME" AT MY CHURCH. 

J l _ I ASSOCIATE SOCIALY WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH. 

"^ I FEEL WTMIDATED TO REMAW QUIET AND RESTRAINED WPTHIN THE CHURCH. 

± - i ENJOY DANCir>lG 

I ENJOY SOCIAL ACTt\-'ITIES, SUCH AS: 

I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHURCH A(1;T^'E IN CPVIC FUNCTIONS. 

I WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO USE MY CHURCH FACLITES FOR ACTPv'lTIES OTHER THAN 

SPECIFICALY RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS. 

I ENJOY CELEBRATING ANY AFFAIR. 

i I ENJOY ATTENDING SOCIAL PROGRAMES AND FUNCTIONS AT CHURCH. 

^ I AM A GRANDPARENT. 

I AM RETIRED. 

I AM IN GOOD- AVER AGE F IN ANC! AL ST AND IfJG. . , 

MY JOB DEALS WITH (^AH~-t •< u/T- "J I'r ) Y XU j j A ;. \ ,> , •,•• . > 

I r 
I HAVE REACHED MY CAREER GOALS. 
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SURVEY 

LUTHERAN CHURCH WILSON TX. 

THIS SURVEY IS TO HELP ME LEARN SOME OF THE UNIQUE PROBLEMS AND STRONG INFLUENCES 

ON THE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH. IF YOU WOULD TAKE THE TIME TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS BY 

CHECKING THE BLAT^., OR WRITTWG ANSWERS TO THE QUESTION WHERE NECESSARY I WOULD BE 

MOST APPRECIATIVE. THE ANSWERS WLL BE TALL ED AND CONSDERED FOR MY THESIS DESIGN 

NOT ALL OF THE QUESTIONS WLL APPLY TO ALL PEOPLE, IF ONE DOES NOT RELATE TO YOU LEAVE 

THE QUEST ION BL ANK . TH ANK YOU, GLEND A KOHL 

rwiipru >*4~ fa^Lj^ /-t>'+V>Jl.A-ct 1^ 

Arif CnPTinNAn 

MAPITAI <^TATIt^ 

NO.OF MEMBERSINYOURFAMLY. 

IF YOU AGREE WITH THE STATEMErrr . OR YOLIR ANSVER IS YES . PL ACE A CHECK m THE BLANK 

I THINK A WORSHIP SERVICE SHOULD BE A LIGHT AND LIPLFTWG EXPERIENCE. 

! THINK A WORSHIP SERVICE SHOULD BE A SERENE , CALM EXPERIENCE. 

I FEEL FREE AT'iD "AT HOME" AT MY CHURCH. 

U 

- ^ ASSOCIATE SOCIALY WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH. ^^^ 

I FEEL INTIMIDATED TO REMAIN QUET AM) RESTRAINED WITHW THE CHURCH. ^ ^ 

H T l ENJOY DANCING 

I ENJOY SOCIAL ACTIVITIES, SUCH A3: <r 
^ I WOULD LIKE TO SEE MY CHURCH ACTIVE WCIVIC FUNCTIONS. 

I WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO USE MY CHURCH FACLITIES FOR ACTf-ZlTIES OTHER THAN 

SPECIFICALY RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS. 

' I ENJOY CELEBRATING ANY AFFAIR. 

^ \ ENJOY ATTENDING SXIAL PROGRAMES AND FUNCTIONS AT CHURCH. 

- / T A M A GRANDPARENT. 

— I AM RETIRED. 

- *<rAM IN GOOD-AVER AGE FINANCIAL STANDING. 

^MY JOB DEALS WPTH 7 ^ ^ I'^^ { t-. 

J ^ I H AVE RE ACHED MY C AREER GO ALS. 
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•"" i l l , T i l l ' 

EsUblishcd in 1911 by William 
Gioen and restored in 1964. 
Uie Wilson Mercantile Com
pany is one of the oldest 
uperatmg stores in Texas. The 
intrrior contains a vast array 
of frontier day antiques where 
you are always welcome to 
s)t down beside a pot bellied 
stove and have a cup of 
freshly-Kround bean coffee. 

:v4t-'-^ 
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All meat is carefully .^plected 
by manaijenient. butchered 
and snjoked or frozen on the 
premises. 



CITY OF WILSON 
WILSON, TEXAS 79381 

CITY SECRETARY 

Naoma Moore 
'J.n replL^/ î c you r le^^-.ter concerning; ovir Oi-?;;̂ . c. ' ".".'.Inoii, ^.-iis in 

in aclvi.se .v(Vi! ti•,:•.(; v;e hri.vf.! no ; ) r i n t c d b/'ocli;;ivris l,'.>t .:ir«? very ;-".;i,\'' 
o'". our tovm. I ^•i'ill t r y t o ^^ive you f i u h.i s t o r y r.rd aii io tiir; ; r e -
.̂ i.,nt p i c t u r e ci r=J.r 3i.iall t<'!\;n ."'.ocated O'l tlie Fr.rv. t o Lariiet; ..i.-v .c 
/'O'̂  listv.'ooii vM^ toi'i and Talioi'r. i n Lynn Odunt.,' in. r.rit,- '-i.:3?'.rt oT r.u"..iy 
.-.•.ore:! ol' /jooci i o.!-'.liiit'̂  lanr"... 'i.'hcj iJjpuJ.ation .i..i ?:•}.• to-.ii.;;: t c ly 4'''tv 
r-o you can sec uhat i t 1.3 q\.iite «inall i n r^umber i'»'.t '^:;t ..1. .:>. Ll 
sua]/- i n p;.'id^3, 

' . / i lson was founded i n 1511 by iVillla:.'. G/een , so'i of a fa l i l y 
who f5ett.led i n s o u t h Tox'iS morG t h a n a cen tuvy a,-";!:), ^ i - . f'.fCi.)r. a.'̂ id 
J jmiie J/oroa'-Uni a c q u i r e d ove r f i f t y a e c t i o n a of trio U3.d Oir.io .'iaircii 
land i n t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t of Lyrai Gcxaity, fjcittPerii r;aT:io i n and t n e 
community \far, cal . Ied Wi3.gon f o r t h e or i^p.ra . l t r a c t pnd. incHr-;3cLy 
for Hev, JoC, 'Vi lson, S t a t e »3enator, a t t h a t t i n e . Xhe '3an-a i'o 
K?.ilv;ay pu t a l i n e h e r e v/hen t h e t c m waa ne\; and . '.r, G-reen h2.r\ a 
mercan t i l e s t o r e i n a frame b u i l d i n g where t h e preHent bui ldin , - : 
stands t o d a y . The V/iloon L o r c a n t i l a wâ •; re i^ torad in 1963 ^oy J'irs. 
'ft'illiam Green, d a u j i h t e r - i n - l a v ; of t h e fo imdei ' . I t i.- nov, -3 i.'iusevj-.: 
•vvhich l 3 f i l l e d v/ i th many i n t e r e s t i n g ; antiquc?i.-, Those s u t h e . n t i c 
iterna a r e of t h e perioci \ihen t h e Orcena caEie t o Tex;:..:; ai-'d tii ? t ime 
when, our tow2i v.-aB f i r s t founded . I t i s r e c o r d e d a? a Texas ."ii^'•tcric 
i..andMSrk, i n 1 S ol -• 

Th£ Citi* nov c o n s i s t s c f a /;;rooery o t o r e , pos t o f f i c e , ba.r^k, two 
serv ice s t a t i o r : . ^ , two "beauty chopt:, one b a r b e r r.hop, c o t t o n o ^ ' l i c ? , 
c.'.ty o f f i c e , .'Miinber y a r d , t v o ,;;rain e l e v a t o r s , t h r e e .T-inr, ?nd ; twe lve 
.̂ •.rado o la53 L ^rcrooj., of which we av.-'? q u i t e i^i-oud, •v'3 a r t J I S C urcJ-d 
of our museur.: ;^nd rsoveral Ohurchfi^j. 'f-oo town iu; r . ' c l r . t i v i l y •r.::v,e ix'iL 
the people are^ '--od f e a r i n / 5 , f r i e n d l y and - jn tcrora t ic , .:>'arrai.ni7 Jo t h^ 
r.j-in s o u r c e of income and t h e cicho'vl and Church a r e c u r main reci-ea-
t i o n a l outl"Ji;e 

.̂ f- f o r any r e a s o n you a r e e v e r p a a s i n g ti..roir,K.h oi.ir tow.i, we vouiu 
;̂J most happy t o bave ycu at-.:p and v i s i t . 

- » 
S i n c o r o l y , 

î racr-.a i ioore 
C i t y oe:: . 
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26th Annual Wurstfest Highlights 
Oct. 31 through Nov. 9, 1986 

WURSTHALLE AND MARKTPLATZ — Landa Park 
Food, beverages, souvenirs, entertainment, danc ing, etc. 
Open Saturday and Sunday f rom noon, Monday thru 
Friday f rom 5:30 pm. Closes at 10 pm on the last Sunday. 

DAILY ENTERTAINMENT — Wurslhalle Grounds 
Includes yodelers, singers, bands, dancers and many 
special features Including arts and crafts. 

HERITAGE EXHIBIT — Civic Center 
Enjoy the past through different displays created each 
year especial ly for this event. Sponsored by the Heritage 
Society of New Braunfels, Inc. Open 10 am to 6 pm daily 
dur ing the ten days of WursKost. 

SOPHIENBURG MEMORIAL MUSEUM — 401 West Coll 
Open 10 am to 5 pm dur ing Wurstfest, wi th volunteers on 
hand to provide informat ion and demonstrat ions. 

CONSERVATION PLAZA — Church Hill Drive off Loop 337 
A project of the New Braunfels Conservation Society includ
ing pioneer homes, Forke Store and the Church Hill School. 
Open daily, 10 am - 5 pm dur ing Wurstfest. 

MUSEUM OF TEXAS HANDMADE FURNITURE 
Adjacent to Conservat ion Plaza 

Visit the Bruestedt Haus, built in 1858, with over 75 original 
pieces of furn i ture made by Texas craftsmen f rom the 
mid-19th century to the late 1860's. Open 10 am to 4 pm 
daily dur ing Wurstfest. 

Sesquicentennial Edition 
Oct. 31 - Nov. 9,1986 

IN NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS 

OLD-TIME MELODRAMA — Circle Arts Theatre 
Next to the Wursthal le in Landa Park, 1986 Product ion, 
"Wurst of It A l l " . 

FALL ART SHOW AND SALE — Elks Lodge 
Sponsored by the New Braunfels Art League. Open 10 
am to 6 pm daily dur ing Wursfest. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
Wurstfest Sail Boat Regatta, Lake Canyon Yacht Club 

Bowl ing and Volleyball Tournaments 
Wurstfest Walkfest 
Wurst 5 mile Run 

Wurstfest Golf Classic 
Gruene Bicycle Classic 



I 
Calendar of Events 

^iibliBl|cb bg tl]c (firrutcr ^ctii ^ruiiiifcle Qll̂ iimlicr of (llumntrrrr 

'•tWEHBER. 1986 (Sesquicentennial events Indicated by:*) 

I 
21 

21 

I 

8 pm 

2 pm 

10 am 

2 pm 

i= Fiesta Mexicana Historica Dance 
Mexican/American Sesquicentennial Coram. 

Fashions, food, drink, music, dancers 
Mexican/American Sesquicentennial Coram. 

Antique Car Auction 
UrooRs Motors Co. 

95th Saengerfest 
"Texas Gebirgs - Saengerbundes" 

, 26 & 28 
6 pm 

10 am 
8 am 

Comal County iFair 
II II II 

II II M 

OCTOBER, 1986 (Sesquicentennial events Indicated by:*) 

12 noon 

- Nov. 9 Grounds open 11 am 
each Sat & Sun; 

5 pm all other days 

- Nov. 9 

« 

31 - Nov. 9 

31 

10 am 

10 am 

8:30 pm 

Church Festival on 
School Grounds 

26th Annual Wurstfest 
Wurstfest Association 

Heritage Exhibit 
Heritage Society 

Wurstfest Art Show & Sale 
New Braunfels Art League 

•The Wurst of it All" 
Circle Arts Theatre 

jjQVEMBER̂  1986 (Sesquicentennial events indicated by:*) 

1-9 

1. 7 & 8 

2 

3- «. 5 & 6 

10 am 

7 & 8:30 pm 

4:30 pm 

8:30 pm 

Needle Arts Demonstrations 

"The Wurst of it All" 
Circle Arts Theatre 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

Civic Center 

Civic Center 

Wursthalle in 
Landa Park 

Saengerhalle, 
HWY 46 South 

Fair Grounds 
on 

CoiuDon St. 

St. Peter & Pau 
Catholic Church 

Wurstfest 
Grounds 

in Landa Park 

Civic Center 

Elks Lodge 

Theatre in 
Landa Park 

Sophlenburg 
Memorial Museum 

Theatre in 
Landa Park 

II II 

I I I I 

I I I I 
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In any 
see a 

ati "Gemucttichkeit" 
Good fellowship 

in the German 
manner 

A growing city. New Braunfels, 
still retains the "small town" 
•Ttmosphorc, and Ihc charm 

of its German heritage 
is apparent. 

':'->^0^.: 

Texas' 
picturesque 
Hill Country 
begins in New 
Braunfels where 
there is an abundance 
of water and tropical foliage.^ 
Nature has richly endowed this"^ 
area of Texas, and the oft repeat
ed slogans "Oasis of Texas" and 
"Beauty Spot of Texas" are well 
deserved. 

FOR INFORMATION WRITE 

GREATER NEW BRAUNFELS 
CHAMBER of COMMERCE 

P.O. BOX 180 
NEW BRAUNFELS. TEXAS 78131-0180 
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WURSTFEST 1986 
SESQUICENTENNIAL EDITION 

October 31 - November 9 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
During the 10-day festival, you'll find a variety of entertain

ment, food and fun on the Wurstfest Grounds In Landa Park 
and many special events throughout New Braunfels and 
Comal County. 

The Grounds open at 5 p.m. on weekdays and 11 a.m. on 
weekends. Ground admission charge Is $4.00 ($3.00 in 
advance) and admission to the Wursthalle is $2.00. Children 
12 and under are admitted free. 

During the festival, an information center is located in the 
Civic Center at 380 South Seguin from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Additional information can be obtained from the Wurstfest 
Association. P.O. Box 309. New Braunfels. TX 78131. Call 
512/625-9167 or Texas toll free 1-800-221-4369. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31 
Wursthalle 
6 -11:30 pm Dance: Hi-Toppers Orchestra 

Oas Grosse Zelt (The Big Tent) 
7:00 pm Seven Dutchmen 
8:00 pm Mike Barker & Hershel Moody 
9:00 pm Seven Dutchmen 

10:00 pm Mike Barker & Hershel Moody 

Das Klelne Zelt 
pm 

:00 pm 
9:00 pm 

10:00 pm 

'Other Events 
10 am-4 pm 

10 am-4 pm 

10 am-5 pm 
10 am -5 pm 
10 am-5 pm 

10 am - 6 pm 
10 am -6 pm 
7-10 pm 

4:00 pm New Braunfels Kinder Tanzer 
4:30 pm Norwegian Leikarringen 

Das Grosse Zelt (The B ig Tent) 

(The Little Tent) 
Bavarian Village Band 
Schnapshaus Kappelle 
Bavarian Village Band 
Schnapshaus Kappelle 

Museum of Texas Handmade Furniture, 
adjacent to Conservation Plaza 

Guided Tours of First Protestant Church 
and Historical Rooms 

Baetge House - Conservation Plaza 
Lindheimer Home. 489 Comal Avenue 
Sophienburg Memorial Museum - Antique 

Handwork Display & Demonstrations 
Heritage Exhibit In Civic Center 
Wurstfest Art Show - Elk's Lodge 
Wurstfest Hufeisen (Horseshoes) World 

Horseshoe Doubles Championship Pre
liminaries - On Wurstfest Grounds near 
Gate #2 

8:30 p m | Old Time Melodrama - "Wurst of It All" 
Circle Arts Theatre 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1 

Litt'l Fishermen 
Cloverleaf Orchestra 

Wursthalle 
12N-6pm Dance: 
6 p m - 1 2 M 

Promenade am Comal 
2:00 pm Patchwork Squares 
2:30 pm New Braunfels Kinder Tanzer 
3:00 pm Norwegian Leikarringen 
3:30 pm Patchwork Squares 

12:00 noon 
1:00 pm 

1:30 pm 
2:30 pm 

3:00 pm 
4:00 pm 
4:30 pm 
5:30 pm 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:30 pm 
8:30 pm 
9:00 pm 

10:00 pm 

Die Deutschen Adier 
El Campo High School German 

Folkdancers 
Original Oompah Band 
El Campo High School German 

Folkdancers 
Die Deutschen AdIer 
New Braunfels German Folkdancers 
Original Oompah Band 
Firo-on-lho-Mountain Cloggors 
Happy Wanderers 
New Braunfels German Folkdancers 
Vanek Polka Band 
Fire-on-the-Mountain Cloggers 
Bavarian Village Band 
Vanek Polka Band 

Das Klelne Zelt (The Little Tent) 
12 noon 
1:00 pm 
2:00 pm 
3:00 pm 
4:00 pm 
5:00 pm 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
8:00 pm 
9:00 pm 

10:00 pm 

*Other Events 
8 am 

Merrie Marie & Her Accordion 
Schnapshaus Kappelle 
Rajah & Monika 
Merrie Marie & Her Accordion 
Schnapshaus Kappelle 
Rajah & Monika 
Bavarian Village Band 
Seven Dutchmen 
Happy Wanderers 
Seven Dutchmen 
Happy Wanderers 

Volleywurst Tournament - Frazier 

8 am 

8 am 

9 am - 6 pm 

10 am - 4 pm 

10 am - 4 pm 

10 am - 5 pm 
10 am - 5 pm 
10 am - 5 pm 

10 am - 6 pm 
10 am - 6 pm 
10 am - 6 pm 
10 am -10 pm 

11 am - 4 pm 

1 - 4 pm & 
6-10 pm 

1:30 pm, 4:30pm 
& 8 p m 

2 pm 

7 & 8:30 pm 

Elementary 
Wurstfest Golf Classic - Northcliffe 

Country Club & Landa Park Golf 
Course - (starting tee time) 

Walkfest -10 K walk begins at Wurst 
World in Landa Park 

Wurst Craft Show & Sale in Texas 
Utilities Parking Lot, Main Plaza 

Museum of Texas Handmade Furniture 
adjacent to Conservation Plaza 

Guided Tours of First Protestant Church 
and Historical Rooms 

Baetge House - Conservation Plaza 
Lindheimer Home, 489 Comal Avenue 
Sophienburg Memorial Museum 

Antique Handwork Display & 
Demonstration 

Heritage Exhibit in Civic Center 
Wurstfest Art Show - Elk's Lodge 
Gartenfest - Conservation Plaza 
Kunst und Gewerbe {Arts & Cralts) 

Handcrafted items for sale in the histor
ic Dittlinger Feed Mill, adjacent to Wurst
fest Gate #1 on Landa Street 

Annual Wurstfest Regatta - Boat Boards, 
Centerboards & Sailboards 

Wurstfest Hufeisen (Horseshoes) 
Classified Tournament - On Wurstfest 
Grounds near Gate #2 

15th Annual Wurstfest Bowling 
Tournament - Comal Bowl 

Rugby Match, SWTSU Renegades vs 
Midland Odessa Maddogs, at Canyon 
High School Practice Field, Sponsor 
Miller Beer - New Braunfels 

Old Time Melodrama - "Wurst Of It Air 
Circle Arts Theatre 
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Fredericksburg ...An Enduring Heritage 
JANUARY 

1987 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
JULY 

3 Harper Stock Show 
9-10 Gillespie County 4H & FFA 

Livestock Show-Sale 
17-18 Gem & Mineral Show 

FEBRUARY 

14-15 Fredericksburg Gun & Knife Show 
27-29 Southwest Antique Guild Show 
28 Masken Ball 

(^ARCH 

6-8 
14 
21 

APRIL 

Fredericksburg Antique Fair 
Hill Country Hereford Assn. Sale 
Wildgame Dinner 

18 41st Easter Fires Pageant 
17-19 American Quarter Horse Show & Sale 

MAY 

2 
9 
9 
9 
9 
16 
23-24 

JUNE 

Youth Rodeo, Queen's Contest 
Founder's Day (141 Yrs. Old) 
Spring Pilgrimage of Homes 
Spring Art Show 
Quilt Show 
F F ^ Rodeo 
Memorial Day Horse Races 

7 Glenda Hoerster Memorial 
Youth Open Horse Show 

13-14 11th Official Fbg. Tex. Walkfest, 8th 
Int ' l . Swimfest, Bikefest 

12-14 Hunter Jumper Show 
19-20 26th Stonewall Peach Jamboree & Rodeo 
19-21 Country Peddler; Show 
27-28 Antique Machinery Show 

4-5 July 4 Horse Races 
4 July 4 Community Celebration 

Picnic, Children's Parade, Fireworks 
18 Night In Old Fredericksburg 
25-26 Antique Car Show & Swap Meet 

AUGUST 

1-2 Bundes Schuetzenfest 
7-8 Hill Country Horse Club Open Ro'deo 
15 64th Doss Fair 
20-22 Youth Finals Rodeo 
21-23 99th Gillespie Co. Fair - Exhibitions, 

Carnival, Horse Races 
22 5k & 10k "Run for Your Heart" 

SEPTEMBER 

5-6 Harper Frontier Days Rodeo 
6 "Das 1st Alles Fest" in Luckenbach 
7 Teamsters Reunion 

OCTOBER 

2-4 Oktoberfest 
3-4 Oktoberfest Walkfest & Bikefest 
3 17th State Ladies Chili Cook-off, 

Luckenbach 
17 . Damenf est 
24 Texas Karate Fest IV ; 
23-25 Fredericskburg Antiques Fair 

NOVEMBER 

14 White-Tail Deer Hunting Season Opens 
21-22 Fredericksburg Gun & Knife Show 
27-29 Country PeddlerrChxistmas Market 

DECEMBER 

12 Kristkindl Markt 
12 Candlelight Tour of Homes 
12 Fredericksburg Art Guild Art Show 
31 New Year's Eve Dance 

P O. Box 506 

FREDERICKSBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
C O N V E N T I O N & V IS ITORS BUREAU 

Fr«rd»-rif ksburg. Tx 78624 5:2 997 6523 
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THE 

BEST 
OF 

FREDERICKSBURG 
IN 

ANTIQUES 
ARTS 

CRAFTS 
GIFTS 

& 

UNIQUES 

ART GALLERY 
LARGE SELECTION OF ORIGINAL 

WATERCOLORS. PENCILS & ACRYLICS, AND 
LIMITED EDITION PRINTS BY 

TEXAS ARTIST CHARLES BECKENDORF 
OPEN DAILY 9-5 SUNDAY 1-5 

2 Miles East of Courthouse • Hwy. 290E 
997-6955 P.O. Box 728 1-800-292-5682 

Oktoberfest 
OCTOBER 3 - 5 , 1986 

MUSIC-FOOD-AR TS- CRA FTS 
CARNIVAL-DANCING 

DOWNTOWN — ON MARKPLATZ 

® 
SERVING LUNCH MONDAY THRU SATURDA Y 11^ 

3)E«'H elea Snotn 
602 N. Llano 

ANTIQUES & GIFTS 

JERE J. FULLER, Proprietor 512/997-7913 
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Bear Mountain 
Four miles north of Fredericksburg on RR 965. A 
picnic area and roadside park are on the right side of 
the highway. Bear mountain was given its name by the 
German colonists because the first bear shot in the 
vicinity of the community was killed on the "mountain," 
by John Burg. The hill became known as "Bearen 
Berg," (Bear Mountain). Granite was first quarried 
here in 1888 and was hauled from the site by ox teams 
to be used in columns at City Hall in San Antonio. The 
granite from this site was also used for the base of the 
Gillespie Co. Courthouse built in 1939. This granite is 
considered to be among the best in the world. The 
summit of the hill was once the site of Balanced Rock, 
a huge granite boulder supported by only ihree 
pinnacles. In the spring of 1986 the geologic attraction 
came off of its supports. Bear Mountain is on private 
property. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

HILL COUNTRY 
EXCURSIONS 

Jinuiry 
Gillespie County 4-H & FFA 
Livestock Show & Auction 
Gem & Mineral Show 
Februiry 
Texas Gun & Knife Show 
Masken Ball 
Antique Show & Sale 

Nlirch 
Antiques Fair 
Annual Wild Game Dinner 
April 
Easter Fires Pageant 
Am. Quarter Horse Show 
Miy 
FFA Rodeo 
Founders Day 
Tour ol Homes 
Memorial Day Race Meet 
Juni 
Fredericksburg Walklest 
VVF International Swimfest 
Glenda Hoerster Memorial 
You III Open Horso Show 
Hunter-Jumper Show 
Stonewall Peach Jamboree 
Country Peddler Show 
July 
July 4th Race Festival 
July 4th Picnic 

' Children's Independence Day 
Parade & Fireworks 

Antique Car Show 
& Swap Meet 

July . u 
Night in Old Fredericksburg 
AQHA Hoise Show 
August 
5K & 10K Run 
Hill Country Horse Club 
Open Rodeo 
Gillespie County Fair 
Jr. Finals Rodeo 
Bundes Schuetzenfest 
Stptimbir 
Teamsters Reunion 
Das 1st Alles Fest 
Octobir 
VVF Walklest 
Oktoberfest 
Texas State Ladies Chill CookotI 
Walizlest 
Damenfest (ladies only) 
Fredericksburg Antiques Fair 
Karate Fest 
Novimbir 
Folk Art Show & Sale 
Texas Gun & Knilc Show 
First Day ol Hunting Season 
Jaycee Turkey Shoot 
Dacimbar 
Kinderlest 
Art Guild Art Exhibit 
Kristkindl Markt 
Candelight Tour of Homes 
Lions Club Community 

Christmas Program 
New Year's Eve Dance 

HARrER 

WILLOW CITY 

FREDERICKSBURG 

IUC«N ACH "i.VJ'^'Ji 

Mnut CD) f 

SISTERDAIE 

Tl S N AMMlt 

Fredericksburg Media Sources 
Keep up with all the latest events and happenings in 
Fredericksburg: 

Fredericksburg Standard/Radio Post 
108 E. t^ain 
P.O. Box 473 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 
512/997-2155 

Radio Station KNAF-AM (Daytime 910) 
and KFANFM (101.1) 

210 Woodcrest 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 
512/997-2197 

Incidentally 
The elevation at Fredericksburg is 1742 (eel. The elevation 
range of Gillespie County is 1,100 to 2,250 feet. 
Average temperatures: 
Annual: 66 degrees F 
Summer: 78 degrees F 
Winter: 50 degrees F 
Average annual rainfall is 28 inches and the average annual 
humidity is 47'X.. 
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From each hill and rock 
I hear a song. 

Life adrift within. 
All parts are mine, 

Earth and River, 
Field and tree, 

Interlaced with man. 
Song of wind 

wrapped in a sea of rain and stars, 
Sprinkled in the sand. 

Trees, mud and Life 
and I Together, 

Quiet worship bring. (Hubbel) 

Having a great interest in small, rural communities and churches, 

the little town of Wilson, Texas located 18 miles South of Lubbock 

caught my eye. This I mentioned to a number of my friends. The 

President of theTexas District of the Lutheran Church -Missour, Synod, 

upon hearing of my interest in this subject discussed with me the 

possibilities of combining the two small, struggling Lutheran 

congregations , (St. Paul Lutheran and St. John Lutheraan) into one 

healthy Church. This would require creating a space that would please 

the two differing groups and meet the needs of people in other civic 

areas as well. Because of the large number of elderly people in the 

town, it was agreeded that an adult day care center was sorely needed. 

The majority of the population of Wilson is of German descent and enjoy 

the traditional German festivals. Due to the lack of a town hall or meeting 

area where dancing and festivals could be held, the activity center of the 

Tri-Plex was proposed to meet this community's needs. 

It is not a commonly known fact but the first log cabins to be used in 

early America were those built by German settlers . The njstic but strong 

buildings have since become a tradition and a source of pride for the 

German Lutherans and their Churches. Excessive ornamentation and 
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decoration are absent in these buildings not only because of a lack of 

availability but also because finances would not allow for such 

extravagance. Fine craftmanship using wood and stone generally was 

the major source of decoration. The other finishing touches included 

stained glass windows and large amounts of stenciling. Color was 

expressed vividly in the glass and stenciling; using the colors sky blue, 

royal purple along with crimson red. These symbolize heaven, God's 

royal kingdom and the blood of martyrs. Each of these traditional 

aspects have been used throughout the Tri-Plex. 

Germans, well known everywhere for their festivals and dances, beer 

tests, wurst fests, October fests and other celebrations view these 

activities with much enthusiasm not only by the German people but also 

other members of the community. Either an old fashion dance hall or 

somthing similar to a town hall is necessary for activities where large 

groups of people can meet for eating, dancing and socializing. 

Keeping in mind the people, the commuinity itself, their heritage and 

pride In what they have built, I decided to work with the buildings on the 

site, as well as architectural elements from each congregation's existing 

church. St. Paul Lutheran church has a bell tower that is considered a 

City landmark. Instead of completely removing that church structure, the 

tower and arch beams will be retained but moved to the site of the 

original 1890 log cabin church. The laminated arch beams will be 

preserved and reconstructed to be used as an outdoor garden chapel. 

The stained glass windows, doors and other interior furniture will be 

preserved and used in the new sanctuary. 

Keeping with the tradition of German Lutheran Churches, regional 
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style of architecture was employed, which is also indiginous to the 

Wilson area. Rustic building forms are used to emphasize the closeness 

of God and earth and the people and their past. These forms are inviting 

and make the users feel comfortable and welcome at this complex. The 

use of porches, dog runs, out door seating areas and other remnants of 

the past not only give the elderly people a place to which they can relate 

but also a place of which they can be proud. The Tri-plex also provides a 

chance for the younger generations to learn about the past and instill a 

shared sense of pride in their heritage. The vernacular feeling of the 

complex is yet another reason for the users to have a strong sense of 

pride in their church and centers. 

Using as many architectural elements as possible from each of the 

two churches and combining them into the one new church makes the 

union of the two seprate churches much easier. The front doors form 

each buildings are removed and placed on symetric sides of the new 

church. The door from St. Paul's old church is placed on the side 

where St. John's stained glass windows are used and vesa versa. This 

mixture symlx)lizes a union and a subtle blend of the two church t)odies. 

Ten sets of small stained glass windows and a large chancel window 

from each church are used symetrically on each side of the building. 

There are also four very small stained glass windows and a large one that 

Is used at west entry of the church. 

The church and surrounding buildings are set at a 15 degree angle 

north of east for several reasons, but most importantly because the 

asmuth calander shows that between March 15 and April 30, the sun 
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will rise within a five degree variation of this angle. At sun rise the sun's 

rays will shine through the stained glass cross in the rock formation of 

the chancel, lighting the cross on Easter morning, which was last seen 

black on the previous Good Friday evening. 

The Church is a symetrical building with a four bay seating layout. 

The nave focuses on the chacel with the massive rock structure 

containing the stained glass cross. In the narthex there is a nursery, 

usher's storage room, mechanical room, restrooms and a sacrisity. 

The educational building contains not only educaitonal but also 

administrative facilities, work spaces and fellowship areas. Each of the 

eduacational class rooms opens up into the court yard. Primary 

childerns' class rooms are conviently located near the restrooms. The 

chior room has built-in risers for practice chairs and the adult room is 

located adjacent to the kitchen for their many coffee visits. The library or 

parlor room can be opened up into the main fellowship hall for activities 

which may need nnore room. The mechanical room is located off to the 

side of the fellowship hall. The administrative offices include areas for 

the minister, the assistant minister, the secretary and the receptionest. 

The study and council room is located so as to provide easy access for 

all the staff members . Volunteers who help with administrative and 

paper work are provided with a work room and restroom. The court yard 

has been landscaped with three fountains symbolizing the tri-plex and 

the Holy Trinity : the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

The adult day care center and civic activity center both need places 

for seminar and meeting rooms, but considering the size of Wilson, six 

meeting rooms are too excessive. The rooms therefore were 
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consolidated into three multi use rooms. These rooms are centrally 

located and connected by a dog mn between the day care center and 

the activity center. 

The Adult day care center is a nine to five facility and is designed for 

ease of movement from room to room and activity to activity. The activity 

rooms are set up for handicrafts, quilting, exercising and games. Small 

groups seating areas are placed throughout the lobby and game area. 

The dining room can also double as a game area or for other activities. In 

these and all areas throughout the complex, handicap accesses are a 

major concearn and therefore are designed accordingly. The nurse's 

area has a lobby, office area, examining area and bed area for 

emergencies. This area has an additional exit so that if an ambulance is 5 
m 

needed it can reach the ill person without startling the other people at t 

the center. From the nurse's office window each room and each 

activity area can be monitered so that the elderly people can be 

obsen/ed at all times. For cases of incontances hygiene rooms with 

showers and lockers for cleaning and changing have been designed. 

The activity center is a large expansive area that can be used for 

dances or large meetings and assemblies. The stage area is elevated for 

better sight lines and acoustical needs . The kitchen is equipped for 

catering large activies and festivals. The restrooms have dual entries so 

they can be reached from the dog mn and inside the activity center. 

The activity center contains a large area for storage of tables, chairs, and 

other furniture. 

The out door garden chapel is used for small worship services and 
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special occasions. The wooden arches and furniture are weather 

proofed for permanent out door placement. 

As much natural lighting as possible has been provided with east, 

south and west windows. Areas that open into courts and shading 

devices are designed so that doors and windows can be opened 

without letting in hot direct sun rays. Artificial lighting is designed with 

energy efficient light sources in mind, such as fluorescent luminars. 

Windows are placed high on the south and west sides and low on 

the east and north sides to catch the breezes which cool the buildings. 

Most windows with the exception of the stained glass ones are 

opperable. 

The mechanical HVAC is a direct expansion split system with an air 

cooled condenser outside and a gas heat, refrigerated air, air handler 

inside. This system is similar to that of a residential system but with 

much larger tonage. The systems are broken up into zones and each 

zone has individual air handlers. The systems that are not located near 

the mechanical rooms have their air handlers placed between the ceiling 

and the roof in a horizonal unit. 

The structural foundation system is post and beam. The roof 

stnjctural system is primarly exposed laminated beam on columns; this 

combined with a wood stud platform framing system allows the forms 

created to keep with the traditional regional style that is desired. 

The outdoor activities and their areas are very important. Inasmuch 

as the site is boardered by cotton fields, there is a problem with wind 

and sand. The Texas Forest service has developed a windbreak 
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planting guide so that strong winds are broken before they reach activity 

areas. The use of a three row wind break system on the south, west and 

northwest sides of the area assure protection. Tall junipers are used in 

the first row , 30- 40 foot tall hardwood tree such as a cotton wood are 

used in the secong row and 8-10 foot shmbs such as a native plum are 

used in the third row. This combination will suscessfully break the wind 

so that outdoor games and fellowship can be more enjoyable. 

The outdoor playing field area is a large part of the grounds, and 

takes up 100 by 120 yards. This allows for Softball, football, soccer, 

volley ball or any other outdoor sport. Carnival booths, fair grounds and 

festival concession stands can also be placed on this field. Room for 

observers is also abundant. 

This complex is designed so that many activities are taking place at 

all times of the day every day of the week. The structures and their 

functions relate not only to the users, but also to their heritage and to 

the traditions that they hold. 
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