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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This study concerns social mobility and some of its 

implications in a particular place under unique circum

stances. The phasing out of the Amarillo Air Base facil

ity in Amarillo, Texas, and the subsequent withdravral of 

several hundred families made housing available for a min

imum expenditure. These dvrellings, repossessed by the 

Federal Housing Administration, could be sold to "any in

dividual or any company or any corporation regardless of 

race, creed, or national origin, meeting the down payment, 

credit, and other requirements of the Federal Housing Ad

ministration." This was seen as an opportunity for lower 

economic groups to improve themselves in terms of residence 

and education. 

The interest in mobility includes such concepts as: 

social class, industrialization, urbanization, migration, 

social change, and group values as they relate to this 

particular housing situation in Amarillo. 

The effects of urbanization and industrialization 

upon the American scene have been late in coming to the 

Federal Housing Administration, Bulletin of Inven-
tory (Lubbock, Texas). 



Southwest. Structural organization and patterns long known 

to other sections of this country have been only fantasy 

material to the residents of rural America and to most of 

the lower economic and ethnic groups of the southern and 

southwestern United States. The effects of their advent 

in the ecology of these areas has been the object of study 

and detailed research. The impact of urbanization and in

dustrialization upon population is far-reaching and often 

hard to define. Involved in these procedures is the mov

ing of men from one functional vocational activity to an

other and the moving of .families from one group of social 

patterns and values to different and more complicated ones. 

The majority of the residents of this region come 

from a rural background. The transition to an urban-

industrialized world by these people is often a traumatic 

experience. It usually offers opportunity for more mate

rial wealth on the one hand, while it erodes traditional 

values and customs on the other. 

Social mobility is basic to the processes of industri

alization and urbanization. Unlike the rigidity found in 

the European class structure, America has enjoyed, with 

some notable exceptions, relative fluidity among the strata 

of its social structure. 

Vital factors in the consideration of the aspects of 

social mobility are the values and aspirations of the 



individuals whose lives are effected by these social 

changes. Free public education in America contributes sub

stantially to the hope for self-improvement and is consid

ered by some to be a vital factor in evaluating social 

mobility. 

The purpose of this study is to consider the impact 

of housing availability to lower socio-economic groups and 

the resulting opportunity for and encouragement toward up

ward mobility for them. 



CHAPTER II 

RELATED LITERATURE AND HYPOTHESES 

Literature 

Careful research indicates that no sociological study 

has been made of the specific community under consider

ation. Material dealing vrith economic aspects of the 

closing of the Amarillo Air Base has been published and 

excerpts will be used as pertinent statistical data in 

Chapter III.^ 

A wealth of literature has developed in the past two 

decades which investigates, analyzes, and critiques the 

whole field of social mobility. Some consideration of 

this theoretical orientation is appropriate at the outset. 

The term "social mobility" refers to the process by 

which individuals move from one position to another in so

ciety, positions which give specific hierarchial values 
3 

by common consent. This definition is general enough to 

include social mobility as it exists in every society. 

2 
H. H. Churchill, Impact Study, Amarillo Air Force 

Base, Texas, Office of Economic Opportunity Sponsored 
Study (Arlington, Texas). 

3 
SeymiOur M. Lipset and Reinhard Bendix, Social Mobil

ity in Industrial Society (Berkeley: University of Cali
fornia Press, 1959), p. 2. 



Lipset and Bendix outline the two basic reasons for its 

occurrence in all societies: 

1. Changes in demands for performance. When complex 

societies change, changes come about in the demands made 

by positions of those who occupy them. If these demands 

are not met by the incumbents, they will be displaced, and 

a new group will rise to meet the needs of the positions. 

2. Changes in supplies of talent. Shifts constantly 

occur in the demand of talent. No elite or ruling class 

controls the natural distribution of talent, intelligence, 

and other abilities. The chance is slight for potential 

leaders from the lovrer strata to develop skills vrhich will 

advance them, but eventually some do achieve a leadership 

, 4 role. 

Role Concept in Mobility 

Some attention to the concept of roles in social struc

ture is pertinent to this study. The terms "ascription" 

and "achievement" describe the assignment of a person's 

role within a society. Those societies vrhich institution

alize "ascription" (the assignment by birth of an individ

ual's role such as sex, age, race, kinship or territory) 

will have more collective mobility. The societies which 

4 
Ibid., pp. 2, 3. 



emphasize performance assign roles largely by "achievement." 

In the latter, mobility tends to occur on an individual 

u • 5 basis. 

America, ideally, recognizes the assignment of roles 

by achievement to the extreme. One by-product in Ameri

can society of this ideology is the negative reaction by 

the general public to so-called "hand-outs" or extensive 

welfare programs. 

One important study which deals with role perception 

in America is the one by Seymour Lieberman conducted in a 

midwestern manufacturing^ plant. Some of the findings indi

cate that when workmen underwent permanent role changes 

(elevated to higher positions), they manifested systematic 

changes in attitudes after they moved into their new roles. 

Foremen tended to be more favorable to management than be

fore, and workers who were made stewards tended to become 

more favorable toward the union. Change in attitude was 

more marked in foremen, possibly because the elevation was 

more significant than that of stewards. 

Sometime later, because of a national recession, some 

foremen were demoted to former positions, and it was found 

that their attitudes also reverted to formerly-held 

^Neil J. Smelser and Seymour M. Lipset, Social Struc
ture and Mobility in Economic Development (Chicago: Aldine 
Publishing Co., 1966), p. 8. 



positions. Stewards who left the steward role showed atti

tude changes that were less consistent and clear-cut just 

as when they assumed the higher role in the first place. 

Elitest-Egalitarian Dichotomy 

Another general concept which has political overtones 

but whose manifestations are extremely apparent in the 

field of social mobility is the idea of the "Elitest-

Egalitarian" dichotomy. 

In the elitest form of control the locus of control is 

in the hands of the very few and the power to apply sanc

tions rests with this group. 

In the egalitarian form of control, ideally, the 

decision-making power is dispersed presumably throughout 

the total adult population. The implementation of the re

sults of the decision-making will, however, be in the hands 
7 

of delegates elected to the central body. 

Seymour Lieberman, Effects of Changes in Roles on At
titudes of Role Occupants'^ in Basic Studies in Social Psy
chology (Proshansky and Seidenbert) (Mew York: Holt, 
Rinehart and Winston, 1965), p. 485f. 

7 
Smelser and Lipset, Social Structure, p. 11; E. Digby 

Baltzell, The Protestant Establishment, Aristocracy and 
Caste in America" (New York: Random House, 19 64); T. B. 
Bottoms, "From the Ruling Class to the Power Elite," Struc
tured Social Inequality, edited by Celia Heller (New York: 
The Macmillan Co., 1969"), p. 160ff; also Ralf Dahrendorf, 
Class and Class Conflict in Industrial Society (Stanford, 
California: Stanford University Press, 1959). 
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Traces of the elite form of decision-making are found 

in American communities. Groups who claim the "first fam

ily" honors, the large bank accounts, and/or the positions 

of power within the community usually are the policy-making 

bodies. It was stated recently by a minority group leader 

that the meetings for policy-making of which he was a dele-

agate were always called for an hour in the afternoon when 

he and his alternate delegate were working and unable to 

attend. This is an example of restriction of power by the 

fevr. 
It 

Structure and Mobility 

Any discussion of social mobility presupposes the exis

tence of some form of social stratification. Much litera

ture in this area has been produced and some mention of 

some of the theories should be helpful. J. Lloyd Warner 
o 

in his Social Class in America points out: 

. . . we possess a variety of rank orders built 
on the need of maintaining unity and cohesion in 
making our common enterprises successful . . . . 
Children are always born into their families po
sition. Through life they may increase or de
crease their status. The family thereby 
strengthens and helps maintain our class order. 
. . . So a status system, often an object of dis
approval, is present and necessary in our complex 
social world. 

J. Lloyd Warner, et al., Social Class in America 
(New York: Harper and Rowe, Inc., 1949). 



As Warner made his very extensive study of "Yankee 

City," he developed a six level hierarchy strata system and 

devised four major variables by which to test his hypothe

ses. Warner proposed that classes are easily discernible 

by the citizens; and persons respond according to the ex

pected position they hold in that class. 

9 

Gerhard Lenski proposed a continuum theory which, he 

said, found society seldom set apart in distinguishable 

classes. Later the notion of "crystallization" was sug

gested by Lenski. This word describes the status "config

uration" occupied by the individual. Particular values and 

expectations are associated with each configuration group. 

Extensive use of the term "working class" was made by 

Dr. Richard Centers in his work The Psychology of Social 

Classes. This study utilized a national survey by trained 

interviewers in 1945. Testing for conservative-radical at

titudes, a scale was devised according to occupation, eco

nomic status, power status, class affiliation, and political 

participation. 

Q 

Gerhard Lenski, "American Social Classes: Statisti
cal Strata and Social Groups," Am.erican Journal of Sociol-
ogy. Vol. 58 (September, 1952), p. 139ff; "Theory of Status 
Crystallization," American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 71 
(August, 1965), p. 72ff. 

"^^Richard Centers, The Psychology of Social Classes 
(New York: Russell and Russell, 1961). 
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Centers says class is essentially subjective in char

acter and dependent upon class consciousness (a feeling of 

group membership) and is a psychological thing. Centers 

asserts that a man's class is a part of his ego, a feeling 

on his part of belonging to something, an identification 

with something larger than himself. 

The functionalist approach, usually attributed to 

Kingsley Davis and W. E. Moore, finds that the present sta

tus distribution of privilege and disprivilege results 

from the efforts of a society to fulfill its necessary goals 

Talent is relatively scarce, so unequal privilege results 

from the unequal possession of talent. 

John Goldthorpe in a recent essay projects for indus

trial societies a radical theory of stratification. 

Quoting Clark Kerr and his associates, a "convergent" pat

tern of development is hypothesized in which a pluralistic 

industrialism will come into power. These men foresee a 

"social order in which an 'omnipresent State' regulates 

competition and conflict between a multiplicity of interest 

groups with a web of rules." Further prognostication en

visions "democratic control over the working of the economy 

Kingsley Davis and W. E. Moore, "Some Principles of 
Stratification," American Sociological Review, Vol. 10 
(April, 1945), pp. 242-249. 
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and over other key social processes such as the provision 

12 

of welfare and public services, education, and so on." 

In this same recent publication is the description of 

the emergence of the "underclass" with its unemployment 
13 plight by Gunnar Myrdal: 

But as less and less work is required of the 
type people in the urban and rural slum.s can of
fer, they vrill be increasingly isolated and ex
posed to unemployment, and to plain exploitation. 
There is an ugly smell rising from, the basement 
of the stately American mansion. 

The poverty ridden, the non-white, the rural migrant, 

the elderly and ill, the deviant—all of these are exam-

pies of this description by Myrdal. 

Mobility and Minority Groups 

"To be convinced that preparation today will lead to 

14 a better tomorrow, one needs a good yesterday." The 

good yesterdays of the minority groups and the poor have 

been minimal and hopelessness and apathy are the result. 

Hickerson asserts that "hopelessness is a state of 

15 mind created out of weariness, poverty, and failure." 

12 
Clark Kerr, J. T. Dunlop, et al., Industrialism and 

Industrial Man, quoted by John Goldthorpe in Structured So
cial Inequality (ed. Heller), p. 453. 

•'-̂ Ibid. , pp. 138-143. 

Nathanial Hickerson, Education for Alienation 
(Englevrood Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice Hall Co., 1966), p. 58. 

15 
Ibid., p. 65. 
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For the most part our schools in industrial society teach 

skills in a curriculum maze which open the door to college. 

They are skills seldom, used in everyday life and the disad

vantaged find it hard to justify the need for such learning. 

Classes are taught often by middle class teachers who do a 

year or two of penance by teaching alienated children. 

Job and housing opportunities are not readily available 

to the disadvantaged of the community. Early marriage and 

large families perpetuate the "restricted language" home. 

These homes are crowded, full of disturbance, and, usually, 

disorganized. They comprise 15 per cent of our United 

States population and 30 per cent of their total live in 

our largest cities. 

A recent work makes contribution to our literature in 

this field. It is an essay by Jack L. Roach and Orville R. 

17 Gursslm on the concept of the "culture of poverty." 

These writers think that more consideration should be given 

to the non-social aspects of poverty. Attention directed 

to the material conditions of deprivation is most important 

at this time as these material conditions seem to be some 

16 
Knowing the Disadvantaged, Staten Webster, ed. 

(San Francisco: Chandler Publishing Co., 1966), p. 17. 
1 7 
Mhyra S. Minnis and Walter J. Cartwright, Socio

logical Perspectives (Dubuque, lovra: William C. Brown 
Co., 1968), p. 43. 
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of the causal factors of aberrational behavior and disorga

nization among the disadvantaged. 

A classic in its field, Negro Family in the United 

18 

States by E. Franklin Frazier gives a comprehensive pic

ture of this minority group by a participant observer. En

try by government into the intimate confines of the family 

organizational structure goes counter to the idea of 

achievement by striving which Mr. Frazier held to be so es

sential to the American Negro. These are some of the eth

ical and social issues which complicate the problem. Nathan 

Glazer in the foreward expresses one facet of the problem 

this way: 

In 1964, during a conference on the Negro family 
held at the University of California at Berkeley, 
a leading social analyst and critic pointed out 
that most of the speakers took for granted that 
the model we should attempt to set for all Negro 
families was the middle class family. He ques-
ftioned the worthwhileness of the goal. A Negro 
woman in the audience responded that it was up 
to the Negroes to decide whether the goal was 
worthwhile or not. 'Just give us the tickets,' 
she said, 'We'll decide where to get off.'!^ 

The presence of the Mexican-Americans in the comjnunity 

covered by this paper leads us to include in this section 

of related literature another reference to the book Knowing 

the Disadvantaged. The chapter concerning "Mutual Images 

and Expectations of Anglo-Americans and Mexican-Americans" 

1 p 

E. Franklin Frazier, Negro Family in the United 
States (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1966). 

Ibid., Foreword, p. xv, Foreword by Nathan Glazer. 
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indicates that Anglos still desire segregation but regard 

the Mexican ethnic group as potentially equal if they ac-

culturate completely. The Mexican sees his isolation as 

both security and often a desired method of conditioning 

his children in the cultural heritage of which he is very 

, 20 proud. 

Mobility, Occupation, and Education 

For the past decade or so the major part of research 

in social mobility has been done in the area of occupational 

mobility. Many studies are listed in the Bibliography of 

this thesis. The selection of one for magnification was a 

difficult decision. ' 

The study chosen was "Occupational Mobility in the 

21 
United States" by Peter M. Blau and Otis Duncan. Data 

collected by the United States Bureau of Census in March, 

1962, was used and a supplementary design vras prepared spe

cifically for their use. The sample of 20,700 American 

men between 20 and 65 represented the 45 million men in 

this age group who were neither in the Armed Forces nor in

stitutionalized. The objectives were to study the patterns 

of mobility and the influence of various factors on 

20 
Webster, Knowing the Disadvantaged, pp. 127-140. 

21 
"Some Preliminary Findings on Social Stratification 

in the United States," Reprinted from Aeta Sociological, 
Vol. 9, fasc 1-2, 1965; Heller, Structured Social, p. 340ff 
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occupational life chances such as education, ethnic back

ground, community size, migration, and parental family. 

Further, they wanted to determine certain consequences of 

socio-economic status and mobility upon fertility. A sum

mary of their findings indicate: 

1. There is much intergenerational m.obility in 
the United States. The influence of father's 
status on son's is largely mediated through ed
ucation but socio-economic origins are an influ
ence independent of education. 
2. There is inferior chance of occupational 
success for the Negro with the same amount of 
education as whites. 
3. Non-Negro ethnic minorities have as good 
occupational chance as whites according to this 
study. 
4. Urban migrants are more likely to occupy de
sirable occupational positions and to have ex
perienced upward mobility from parent's status 
than non-migrants. 
5. Migration to city brings more success than 
migration to rural area and migration from urban 
to small cities is very profitable. 
6. The larger the community in which a migrant 
grew up, the greater the chances of his occupa
tional success. 
7. The smaller the family the greater the 
chances for occupational success and oldest and 
youngest children tend to have more success than 
middle children.22 

23 

The Oakland study done by Lipset and Bendix in 1949 

used the terminology "manual" and "non-manual" to desig

nate the break in major occupational groups. The word 

^^Ibid., pp. 190, 191 

2 3 
Lipset and Bendix, Social Mobility, p. 165. See 

Natalie Rogoff, Recent Trends in Occupational Mobility 
(New York: Free Press of Glencoe, 1953); and Heller, 
Structured Social, pp. 340-352. 
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"manual" is not a degrading designation but carries the dig

nity of purposeful labor toward a goal. Government legisla

tion and Christian ethics cannot erase the great differences 

between the outlook and style of life of the people in the 

separate occupational groups. 

Included in the Oakland study is some research on edu

cational attainment and occupation of father and son. Data 

indicated that high school graduate sons of manual workers 

have less chance of moving into non-manual positions than 

children of non-manual workers with education as a constant. 

Again, with the education factor held as a constant, the 

sons of manual fathers predominately enter manual occupa

tions; while only half of the sons of non-manual fathers 

24 enter manual occupations. 

Education has become the principal avenue for 
upward mobility in most industrialized nations. 
The shift of the gainfully employed population 
into non-manual occupations has been accompa
nied by a tremendous growth in the facilities 
for higher education. 

Between 1890 and 1950 the number of students 
attending American colleges and universities in
creased seventeen times; vrhile during that same 
period the population of the country increased 
only two and a half times.25 

^^Ibid., pp. 190, 191. 

^^Ibid., pp. 91, 92; Paul C. Click and Herman Miller, 
"Educational Level and Potential Income," Am-rican Socio
logical Review, Vol. 21 (June, 1956), pp. 307-312; and 
William Sewell, Archie Haller, and Murray Straus, "Social 
Status and Educational and Occupational Aspiration," Amer
ican Sociological Review, Vol. 22 (February, 1957), pp. 
67-73. 
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Mobility and Housing 

A few general observations preface the presentation of 

related literature. First, housing can be seen as a factor 

in social activity. The primary group whose activites are 

so important in the socialization of the young spend a great 

deal of time in their dwelling. Second, housing can be 

viewed as a social value. This value as it operates within 

the cluster of values held by the individual and the so

ciety determines the aspirations of the group. Third, 

housing as it is related to the community is one standard 

26 
by which status is evaluated. 

In comparison with other phases of social mobility, in 

the past decade and a half there has been little research 

specifically related to social mobility and housing. Some 

studies deal with migration but housing is not a considered 

factor. 

According to Bruce Straits and Paul Wuebben, Negroes 

cannot share the strong "pull factors" for improved housing 
27 that whites experience because of residential segregation. 

2 6 
Louis Wirth, "Housing as a Field of Sociological Re

search," American Sociological Review, Vol. 12 (April, 
1947), p. 137f. 

27 
Straits and Wuebben, Occupational Advancement and 

Vertical Mobility among Negro and White m Chicago. Paper 
read at 1968 American Sociological Association (Boston, 
1968) . 
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Within the body of a recent research which tested con

sumer pattern differences between urban white and Negroes 

conducted by Stafford, Cox, and Higginbotham are indications 

that, except for the lowest income bracket (belovr $3,000), 

almost as many Negroes owned their own homes as did whites. 

The sample was taken in the Houston Metropolitan area in 

1967. This points to the clear emergence of a powerful con

sumer market among the middle and upper income Negro fami

lies and is some indication of the value system which is 

developing. The desire for hom̂ e ownership and its fulfill

ment will, no doubt, lend stability to the Negro family in 

America. Hovrever, since 35 per cent of the Negro population 

is in the lovrer income group, the major factor in improving 

the Negro consumer market is to upgrade Negro opportunities 

28 

in education and occupation. 

"Invasion" of residential areas by non-whites is be

coming more common. One study done in 1951 by E. E. 

Schietinger indicated that property values declined gener

ally during invasion; but prices increased among houses 

sold for Negro occupancy. Prices then stabilized following 
29 

infiltration. 

James Stafford, Keith Cox, and James B. Higginbotham, 
"Some Consuraption Pattern Differences between Urban whites 
and Negroes," Social Science Quarterly, Vol. 4 9 (December, 
1968), pp. 619-630. 

^^E. E. Schietinger, "Racial Succession and Value of 
Small Residential Properties," American Sociological Re-
view. Vol. 16 (December, 1951), pp. 832-837. 
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Urban Renewal, a product of Federal planning, has in

volved local municipalities in sharing the cost of programs 

with the federal government and local developers. A differ

ent set of problems have arisen surrounding rent subsidies 

to previously unsubsidized clients and dislocated small 

business owners in urban renewal areas. 

Mobility and Voluntary 
Participation in the Community 

The role which a person assumes voluntarily in his 

community is dependent to a certain extent upon his self-

perception within a given situation. Characteristics of 

this perception stem from the organized perception which 

an individual has gained from past experiences in similar 

situations and from his interaction with members of his 

reference groups. Through this interaction and social par

ticipation, the reference group's norms become the norms 

of the individual and begin to influence his behavior. Al

though an individual may be a member of several reference 

groups, his actions in a given situation normally will be 

guided by the perspectives he has gained from the group 

most clearly associated with that particular activity. 

How strongly he identifies with the group determines the 

on 
Charles Edgley, W. G. Steglich, and Walter J. 

Cartwright, "Rent Subsidy and Housing Satisfaction," 
Minnis and Cartwright, Sociological, p. 236f. 
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31 strength of its influence on his perspective. "It may be 

assumed that the dem.ocratic process requires some extensive-

ness of contacts among diverse elements of the popula-

ion." 

S. N. Eisenstadt in a study of Israeli immigrants 

showed that low communicators tend also to be low partici

pants in formal organizations and to feel "apart" from the 

33 

community. Results also showed that lovrer status people, 

even those who identified strongly with the community, did 

not perceive themselves as being able to do anything about 

community problems. Fifty-seven per cent of the participa

tion within formal organizations was by "high" communicators 

while twenty-seven per cent was by "lovr" communicators. 

High participation was judged as attendance at nine or more 

meetings per year. Low participation was judged as atten

dance at three monthly meetings per year. It was felt also 

that objectiveness in perception was dependent upon exten

sive community contacts. 

31 
Tomatsu Shibutani, "Reference Groups as Perspec

tives," American Journal of Sociology, LX (May, 1955), pp. 
562-569. 

32 
Bernard Berelson, "Democratic Theory and Public 

Opinion," Public Opinion Quarterly, Vol. 17 (Fall, 1952), 
pp. 313-330. 

S. N. Eisenstadt, "Conditions of Communicative Re
ceptivity," Public Opinion Quarterly, Vol. 17 (Fall, 1953), 
pp. 363-374. 
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Research done by J. C. Scott, Jr. "Membership Partici-

pation in Voluntary Associations" showed that membership 

participation increases with increase in education and so

cial status. There was a higher rate of community involve

ment on the part of homeowners than renters. 

Mobility and Aspirations 

Lipset and Bendix suggest that the size of income does 

not necessarily determine the way the money is spent. The 

cultural background and social aspirations of the individ

ual family influence the consumption patterns and affects 

35 
the social status it is accorded by others, 

McClelland and his achievement motive studies bring 

to the foreground factors in this area. He states that 

"parents who embrace an idealogy stressing diligent work, 

self-reliance, and personal autonomy are apt to rear their 

children so as to inculcate in them strong motives to 

37 
achieve." The disposition of achievement is supposed to 

be learned, and its strength will vary with individuals. 

34 
J. C. Scott, Jr., "Membership Participation in Vol

untary A.ssociations," American Sociological Review, Vol. 22 
(June, 1957), pp. 315, 326. 

35 
Lipset and Bendix, Social Mobility, pp. 274-275. 

36 
David C. McClelland, Personality (New York: 

William Stone Association, 1951) , pp. 4'66-475. 
37-r, . -, Ibid. 
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McClelland assumes societal values influence parents in the 

socialization of their children. The variety of value sys

tems will account for the difference in motivational dispo

sitions . 

38 Lerner in his The Passing of Traditional Society 

proposes the concept of "em.pathetic ability"—skill at per

ceiving and identifying vrith new experiences and roles--

thereby enlarging the field of aspiration imaginativeness 

which leads to creativeness and change. 

Many Americans are enlarging their field of aspiration 

through increased contact with people of other cultural 

backgrounds. Values, once rigid, are changing and becoming 

more flexible. 

As families are to be mobile--move from the known to 

the unknown in our industrial society, the pull of the "as

cribed" role of the cultural conserve will lessen and the 

"achievement" role vrill assume greater meaning. The abil

ity to perceive and identify new experiences and roles will 

enlarge this field of aspiration and new creativeness can 

emerge. 

Although there may be some disagreement among research

ers as to the relative importance of dependent variables in 

social mobility studies and surrounding the concepts of 

^^Daniel Lerner, The Passing of Traditional Society 
(Nevr York: Free Press of Glencoe, 1958) , pp. 48-73. 
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stratification in America, it is very clear that these areas 

have been given close scrutiny by the social scientists. 

This present study shows an interest in the occupation, 

housing, education, and voluntary cormnunity participation 

of the residents of two subdivisions in Amarillo, Texas. 

These subdivisions are called Hamlet and Eastridge. They 

are located on the northeast edge of Amarillo, closest to 

the Amarillo Air Base facility (See Appendix), and served 

as living accommodations for a majority of the military and 

civilian personnel assigned to the Base. As many of these 

families were transferred to other military installations, 

houses became available through foreclosure procedures on 

the part of the Federal Housing Administration and through 

local realtors. Not only were sale prices and down payments 

lowered on sale property, but rent prices were reduced in 

proportion. 

This investigation was not only interested in the new

comers to the -residential areas, but in the residents who 

had bought homes when the subdivisions were initiated. Im

pact of the mass evacuation by base-related personnel and 

the subsequent occupancy by new families was expected to 

influence the cohesiveness of the neighborhoods and de

crease the community voluntary participation of its occu

pants. 
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Other expected findings are as follovrs: 

1. Even though the city of Amarillo as a whole suf

fered serious economic reversals as a result of the closing 

of the Amarillo Air Base, it was beneficial to some in the 

lower economic segment of the community. 

2. Some increased patterns of consumption of goods 

will be in evidence as pride in home-ownership expresses 

itself in the purchase of new furniture, yard equipment, 

and soft goods. 

3. The desire for better education for the children 

of the family will be found to be of importance as the fam

ilies make their plans for the future. 

4. Some bias against occupancy of the houses by mi

nority groups was anticipated. 

An increase in participation in community associations 

was expected by home owners in the two areas under consider

ation. However, only trends can be indicated in community 

participation-of the residents. More time must elapse be

fore any upward mobility can be evaluated. 

Hypotheses 

The notions stated will be dealt with as working hy

potheses only. Housing is considered the most significant 

of the variables in this study. 

1. Some occupational shift will be present to accom

modate the adjustments made in the total economic structure 
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after the closing of the Air Base but it will take a level 

direction. 

2. Housing will be an indication of upward mobility 

due to the availability of Federal Housing Adm.inistration 

foreclosure property and lower rent prices. 

3. Education will be an indicator of upward mobility 

in families whose children are mature enough to have at

tained secondary levels in school. 

4. Minority ethnic groups vrill have an opportunity 

for improved housing and community participation as a re

sult of Federal Housing Administration housing foreclo

sures and lowered rent. 

The independent variable in this investigation was 

held to be the phasing out of the Amarillo Air Force Base. 

The dependent variables are housing, consumption patterns, 

education, and voluntary community participation. 

A questionnaire was designed to test the hypotheses 

stated above using as variables housing, increased con

sumer purchasing, education, and voluntary community par

ticipation. Occupation was held as a constant in this 

investigation. Associational questions were used as a 

valid method by which to determine the "before" and "after" 

factor in the change of residence. It was hoped that this 

would establish some clear indication of upward mobility. 
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Scattered throughout the questionnaire were "open-

ended" questions in the hope that interviewees would express 

their opinions and feelings in regard to the community, the 

schools, and their plans and aspirations for the future. 

This is an exploratory study. The investigator had no 

prior knowledge of the city, its subdivisions, its economic 

and political structure, or its institutional components. 

Tripodi, Fellin, and Meyer in their Assessment of Re-

39 

search describe this type of study as Quantitative-

Descriptive. They say it has two purposes: to test hypoth

eses and describe the quantitative relations among specific 

variables. It is hoped that this evaluation will apply to 

the present research. 

"̂ T̂ony Tripodi, Phillip Fellin, and Henry Meyer, The 
Assessment of the Research (Itasca, Illinois: W. E. Pea
cock Pub., 1969), p. 34. 



CHAPTER III 

THE STUDY 

The Setting 

Amarillo, Texas, population 163,000, is the central 

city in the Texas Panhandle. This area, called the North 

Plains, is characterized by wide expanses of flat grazing 

land interrupted by slightly rolling terrain. There are 

no natural trees and lakes. During the winter months it 

is very cold with temperatures often around zero. The 

summer months are very warm with some days recording tem

peratures in the upper nineties. 

The principal agricultural products in the North 

Plains are wheat and grain sorghum. Eighty per cent of the 

agricultural income in Potter County, in which the subdivi

sions under study are located, is derived from ranching. 

With the introduction of feed lots, meat packing, and some 

irrigation into the area, agriculture has taken on new im

portance. Hovrever, the economy of Amarillo is primarily 

dependent upon business and industry. 

The oil and gas industry is the major source of income 

in the Panhandle, and Amarillo benefits greatly from this 

industry. Potter County produces 90 per cent of the na

tion's supply of helium and the city's economy is strength

ened by a large helium plant located on its outskirts. 

27 
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Amarillo is a major rail center with three large rail

roads serving the area. Four major airlines have scheduled 

flights to Amarillo. It is the crossroads for an excellent 

network of national and state highways, including Inter

state 40 and Interstate 27. These facilities increase the 

importance of this urban area as a regional service and 

distribution center. 

Major plants which furnish employment for Amarillo 

residents include Pan-Tex Ordnance Plant, Bell Helicopter 

Corporation, Levi-Straus Clothing factory, and the Helium 

plant operated by the United States Bureau of Mines. 

One of the most recent developments has been the estab

lishment of a large medical and mental health center which 

. . 41 joins other fine medical facilities already functioning. 

The city of Amarillo lies in a portion of two counties. 

Potter and Randall. The Randall County section of town to 

the south is the location for the more expensive homes, more 

elaborate shopping centers, Amarillo College, and the new 

medical center complex. Our interest is directed to the 

northern half of the city in Potter County which contains 

most of the middle and lower economic residential areas, 

the peripheral inner city business district, and much of 

H. H. Churchwell, Impact Study. 

Amarillo Chamber of Commerce. 
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the industry. The railroad and highvray networks are lo

cated in this county along with many of the "service" busi

nesses which customarily develop along railroad tracks and 

main thoroughfares. 

Causal factors are often extremely difficult to trace 

in socio-economic phenomena. Overlapping events often dull 

the lines of demarcation until no real beginning can be 

pinpointed. For all practical purposes the phenomenon 

which is under study in this thesis had a definite begin

ning. 

The Amarillo Air Force Base, which was built during 

World V7ar II and closed at the end of that war, was reacti

vated in 19 51 during the Korean conflict and remained in 

operation until 1968. The Base was used only as a techni

cal training center until 19 59 when its function was ex

panded to include support for a Strategic Air Command 

bomber wing. 

On November 14, 1964, announcement was made of the 

closing of Amarillo Air Force Base (Public Law 89-754). 

This affected the future of some 12,000 to 15,000 base per

sonnel. During 196 5 about one-third of the permanent popu

lation (excluding the Strategic Air Command bomber wing) 

was transferred elsewhere. 

Early in 196 6 due to the urgent needs caused by the war 

in Viet Nam the closure was recalled and an extension was 



30 

given the Base until June 30, 196 8. Personnel strength was 

then increased to 20,000 for a brief period. Gradual with

drawal of both military and civilian strength took place 

until only a permanent radar squadron of about 150 men re

mains at the present. 

The announcement of the phasing out of the Base in 19 64 

prompted an increase in the sale of property by Base related 

personnel and an increase in rentals. Amarillo Air Force 

Base's Program Office showed that in March, 1965, military 

off-base homeowner families numbered 1,150 and military off-

base renting families numbered 1,250. On March 1, 1967, the 

military off-base owner families had dropped to 350 and the 

43 military off-base renting families had increased to 1,525. 

During this period Federal Housing Administration fore

closure acquisitions increased while sales failed to keep 

pace with acquisitions. This trend continued until at the 

end of the first quarter of 1968 there were almost 700 va

cant homes in the Federal Housing Adm.inistration inventory. 

During the two and one-half year period from the an

nouncement of the closing of the Air Base, a pattern of 

resale of repossessed houses by the Federal Housing Adminis

tration and Veterans Administration had a decided impact 

^^Churchwell, Impact Study, p. Dl. 

^^Ibid., p. D6, Chart 11. 
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upon values of homes in the neighborhoods where they were 

available. Individual homeowners were not able to compete 

because the resale prices were frequently lower than home

owner's loan balance. The Federal Housing xAdministration 

and Veterans Administration homes could be purchased with

out down payment, and credit requirements were more le

nient from the Federal Housing Administration and Veterans 

Administration than were regularly insured loans. These 

homes were also rehabilitated by the Federal Housing Admin

istration at an average cost of about a dollar per square 

foot. The individual owners could not afford this expense. 

In the months following the announcement of the clo

sure of the Base and the subsequent initial withdrawal of 

Base personnel, businessmen and local residents reported a 

general feeling of uneasiness within the social structures 

of the cormnunity. The sale of real estate was virtually 

paralyzed in most residential areas. Many owners, therefore, 

began renting'their properties during this period and still 

are renting them today. "Prior to Base closure, home

owner's equity was almost non-existent and following the 

44 closure, it was completely destroyed." 

An interview with a prominent civic leader contained 

information concerning the adjustments made in other social 

44 
Ibid., p. J2. 
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structures in Amarillo during this time. He related the 

difficulty encountered by the hospitals and clinics of se

curing nurses and technicians for their staffs. Skilled 

clerical help was extremely hard to find. The enrollment 

at Amarillo College was decreased considerably both in day 

and night classes. 

In the Amarillo Independent School District new 

schools which were still in the planning stages were not 

built and integration became a practical solution to the 

reduced enrollment in the public schools. The all Negro 

high school was closed and students were transferred to the 

other four high schools. The all Negro elementary schools 

were closed and one was converted to a Special Education 

school under the direction of Mr. John Miller, Director of 

Special Education for the Amarillo schools. 

Each year during Christmas vacation the Amarillo 

school system takes a census of vacancies within the city 

to determine school needs for the following year. From 

these records tabulations show that the northeast area of 

Amarillo (nearest the Air Base) had a total of 12,090 hous

ing units in January, 1968, with only 10,080 units occu-

• ^ 45 pied. 

A letter from the Department of Housing and Urban De

velopment's Assistant Commissioner for Property Disposition 

45 
Ibid., p. G6. 
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W. K. Cameron, to Mr. Matias C. Reveles contains these 

statements: 

The Federal Housing Administration owned 
properties about which you wrote were acquired 
as a result of foreclosures on properties se
curing the loans insured by the Federal Hous
ing Administration. In accordance with the 
legislation under which it operates, F.H.A. must 
resell these properties at the highest price 
possible consistent with a reasonable sales rate 
in order to achieve the greatest recoupment of 
funds paid out under F.H.A.'s insuring contracts. 

As a result of the Air Base closing in Ama
rillo, F.H.A. has acquired 800 properties, many 
of which are sub-standard in the present housing 
market because of their age and small physical 
size. Our attempts to market these properties 
met with little success, and after careful con
sideration of the matter, including discussions 
with the Mayor of Amarillo, the members of the 
City Council and numerous civic groups and lead
ers in the community, it was concluded that all 
of these properties could not be absorbed by the 
local housing market within the foreseeable fu
ture. In order to stabilize the existing market 
and help maintain values of neighboring proper
ties, it was decided to offer 19 3 of these houses 
for sale for removal. A. bid opening was scheduled 
for these properties on February 7, 1968, and as 
a result 162 were sold. The bid opening for the 
remaining 31 properties was scheduled for March 11, 
1969. 

Under terms of the sales agreement, the suc
cessful bidder must move houses a minimum of 25 
miles from Amarillo. (Not apply if bought for 
farm property or recreational purposes.) Buyer 
must make repairs. 

Federal Housing Administration has approxi
mately 600 properties remaining in Amarillo. Al
though these properties must be sold at prevailing 
market value the majority are offered for sale 

4 fi 

W. K. Cameron, Assistant Commissioner for Property 
Disposition for the Department of Housing and Urban Devel
opment to Matt C. Reveles (March 18, 1969). 
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in a price range and in terms that enable both 
low and moderate income families to purchase. 

Prices on the Federal Housing Administration inventory 

dwellings were being lowered during this critical period in 

order to reduce the number of homes in the listing. Some 

limited success was experienced in the sale of these homes 

but the preceding correspondence emphasizes the gravity of 

the situation by the spring of 1969. 

The phenomenon under study is not a static situation. 

Since the problems are still in the process of being 

solved, only limited success is anticipated in finding sup-

port for the stated hypotheses. However, trends can be es

tablished. Organized efforts are underway in Amarillo to 

improve housing conditions for many of the lower economic 

residents. These efforts will be discussed in the conclud

ing chapter of this thesis. 

Since income is the most imiportant single index by 

which a family's standard of living is judged adequate or 

inadequate by government agencies, some consideration will 

be given to this factor in the phenomenon under study. 

Herman Miller of the United States Bureau of Census 

estimated last year that no less than 34.5 million persons 

in the United States were in families with incomes insuffi

cient to provide a minimum standard of living. This is one 

in almost five Americans. (The minimum amount set for a 

non-farm family of four is $3,130 yearly. The income 
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amount, according to Miller, needed for a non-farm family 

of four to have an adequate living in accordance with Amer-

47 lean standards is $9,000. 

Miller, in the above mentioned report, gives a break

down of income by families in the city of Amarillo. The 

total number of families is 2 8,62 6 with the median income 

of $5,570. Using the figure $9,000 proposed by Miller for 

an adequate living by American standards, 23,675 or 84 per 

cent of the citizens of Amarillo have less than an adequate 

standard of living. It must also be kept in mind that the 

younger and larger families will be found in Potter County 

48 
and the older and smaller families in Randall County. 

Some demographic averages will give a rather composite 

49 
picture of Potter County as of June, 196 8. 

1. Median age: 25.0 
2. Median education: 11.7 years (male and female) 
3. All housing units: 36,360 
4. Median number of rooms: 4.4 
5. Median rent: $67.00 
6. Median population per household: 3.17 
7. Total employed: Males: 26,789, Females: 14,169 
8. Total unemployed: Males: 894, Females: 612 

Jos. Peterson and Michael Lauderdale, Commission for 
Research and Development Systems, "West Texas Community Ac
tion Feasibility Study," Office of Economic Opportunity, 
Vol. 1, 2, and 3, p. 2. 

^^Ibid., Table 39. 

^^Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 88. 
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TABLE 1 

CITY OF AMARILLO 

Income Levels 
(In Dollars) 

Under 

1,000 

2,000 

3,000 

4,000 

5,000 

6,000 

7,000 

8,000 

9,000 

10,000 

15,000 

25,000 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

1,000 

2,000 

2,999 

3,999 

4,999 

5,999 

6,999 

7,999 

8,999 

9,999 

14,999 

24,999 

over 

Total Families • 
Median Income 

Number 
of Families 

-» 

- 28^ 
- $5, 

860 

1,407 

2,331 

3,529 

3,890 

4,029 

3,306 

2,357 

1,866 

1,211 

2,491 

810 

439 

,626 
,570 

Per Cent of 
Total Families 

3% 

5% 

8% 

13% 

14% 

15% 

11% 

8% 

7% 

4% 

9% 

2% 

1% 

A male occupational breakdown of Potter County in 

June, 196 8, indicates that more than one-third of the popu-

50 
lation is in the lower income brackets. (See Table 2). 

Although the following table is incomplete, it will 

indicate the income level of the residents of Potter County 

by occupation. The clerical category is unavailable but a 

50 Ibid., Vol. 2, Table 859. 
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1 

Occupation 

Professional 

Craftsmen 

Managerial 

Farm Labor 

White Collar 

Operatives 
and Below 

Total 

TABLE OF ( 

Total 
Employed 

2,306 

5,759 

4,048 

150 

4,200 

10,326 

26,789 

TABLE 2 

OCCUPATIONAL 

Per Cent 
by 

Population 

8.61 

21.50 

15.11 

0.56 

15.68 

38.54 

100.00 

BREAKDOWN 

Total 
Urban 

2,291 

5,642 

3,858 

86 

4,154 

10,084 

26,084 

(r̂ ALE) 

Total 
Rural 

15 

117 

190 

64 

46 

242 

674 

Total 
Rural-
Farm 

0 

8 

71 

56 

8 

45 

188 

median of less than $5,000 per year can be projected upon 
51 the basis of the levels of the other categories. 

TABLE 3 

INC0r4E BY SELECTED OCCUPATIONS FOR POTTER COUNTY 
June, 196 8 

Occupational Category Male Median 

1. Professional, Manager 
and kindred $6,532 

2. Farm and Farm Managers 5,722 

3. Craftsmen, Foremen 5,126 

4. Operatives and kindred 4,097 

5. Farm Laborers -0-

6. Laborers 2,877 

7. Clerical Not Available 

^•^Ibid., Vol. 2, Table 921. 
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No reliable data could be obtained on the income by oc

cupations of females in Potter County. It is assumed that 

some of the family incomes are supplemented by working 

wives. However, since the Mexican-American population is 

concentrated in Potter County and the pattern among this 

ethnic group, is for large families with a non-employed 

mother, many of these family units depend upon the male to 

produce the total income. 

The ethnic distribution in Potter County is shov\rn in 

the following Table. Since there is little farming land in 

Potter County, the minority group work force is lower than 

many Texas counties. In June, 196 8, the total population 

52 
for Potter County was approximately 115,580. 

TABLE 4 

ETHNIC DISTRIBUTION IN POTTER COUNTY 
June, 196 8 

Ethnic Total 

Group Population Percentage 

1. White 107,593 90.09 

2. Negro 7,711 6.50 

3. Mexican-
American 3,66 8 3.17 

4. Other 276 .24 

^^Ibid., Vol. 3, Table 958. 
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Hamlet and Eastridge 

Two subdivisions on the northeast side of Amarillo in 

Potter County experienced the severest reduction of housing 

occupancy when the Air Force Base was phased out. They 

were Hamlet and Eastridge. Both of these areas were closest 

to the base .and provided homes for a large percentage of 

military and civilian Base personnel. 

Hamlet Subdivision 

Hamlet is in the northern edge of Amarillo between 

53 North Twenty-fourth Avenue and Hastings Street. The 

houses are situated on slight hills. They range in price 

from $6,950 to $12,250 with monthly payments of $65.00 to 

#115.00 

A section of the freevray bounds the subdivision on the 

west and a new-looking shopping center faces on the access 

road of the freeway. Schools, parks, and churches are 

scattered about along the most travelled streets. 

Most of the homes in the $9,000 and $12,000 price range 

have nicely landscaped lawns and fences around the backyards. 

These homes also have full basements which usually have 

been finished out to meet the needs of the individual pur

chaser. 

53 
See "B" in Appendix for location of Hamlet on 

Amarillo City map. 
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The $6,000 to $7,500 price range houses are less well 

kept and some show signs of a succession of occupants by in

congruous additions to the structures. 

On every block there are vacant houses with warning 

notices posted. These vacant houses are in some amount of 

disrepair with windows broken and weeds in the yard. 

Nearly every block contains FOR SALE signs although the 

homes are still occupied. The vacancy rate seems to be 

smaller than that of the other subdivision under investiga

tion. 

Approximately sixty-five families of minority ethnic 

groups have moved into Hamlet in the past two and a half 

54 years. 

In an interview with one Negro resident of Hamlet some 

suspicion of vrhite people was expressed. Telephone calls 

had harrassed the informant's family and flashing lights 

from the street had interrupted sleep, according to this 

man, and it was assumed by him that white neighbors had 

been responsible. 

Eastridge Subdivision 

Eastridge is on the eastern edge of Amarillo and is 

separated from the city proper by industrial buildings. 

54 
Churchwell, Impact Study, p. J2. 
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55 
railroad tracks and open fields. it is bounded on the 

south by U.S. Highway 60 and 66, on the north by Northeast 

Avenue Twenty-four, on the west by commercial property and 

Rock Island railroad tracks, and on the east by open coun

try. This section is flat and treeless. 

The price range for the houses in this subdivision are 

$6,250 to $10,000. The monthly payments range between 

$55.00 and $92.00. Since values of these homes have de

creased, the Federal Housing Administration listing in its 

Inventory Bulletin does not always indicate the actual pur

chase price at this time. 

Most of the houses are fairly well kept if occupied 

but the vacant houses, which appear in every block, are 

somewhat deteriorated with doors off their hinges, and win

dows broken. An observer would notice that there are more 

unoccupied houses in the Eastridge section than the Hamlet 

subdivision. 

Nice schools and churches are found in this area. A 

shopping center is located several blocks away on U.S. High

way 66. Since this area is set off from the rest of the 

55 
See "B" in Appendix for location of Eastridge on 

Amarillo City map. 
56 
Federal Housing Administration Property Disposition, 

"Monthly Listing Bulletin of Acquired Properties" (Lubbock, 
Texas). 
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city by definite barriers, such as railroad tracks and in

dustrial property, its isolation is somewhat marked. 

The Sample 

The sample selected to implement this research was 

taken from two subdivisions in Amarillo, Hamlet and East

ridge. These areas experienced more of the im.pact of with

drawal of the Air Force Base personnel than any other in 

the city. 

An effort was made to make a random sample of all sec

tions of these subdivisions; however, care must be taken 

when generalizing from such a sample as there is no guaran

tee that it will be representative of any other area. Any 

conclusions or generalization can only be made within the 

context of this particular population. 

It was decided that the use of a questionnaire was the 

only method that could obtain the information desired. The 

questionnaire was designed with associational questions to 

determine, if possible, any evidence of social mobility 

within the sample. The four areas investigated were occu

pation, housing, education, and voluntary community partic-

. ^. 57 ipation. 

"̂̂ See Appendix "A" for copy of the questionnaire used 
in this study. 
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Each questionnaire was given a number so that later 

referrals could be made easily after tabulation. 

The name and address of the respondent were included 

on the first page. An indication of the location of the 

subdivisions on the map of Amarillo appears in the Appen-

A' 58 dix. 

The number of persons living in each dwelling was re

quested in the questionnaire. Family life cycle needs de

termine, to a great extent, the type of dvrelling the family 

will decide upon. It was anticipated that most of the oc

cupants of the houses in Eastridge and Hamlet would be fam

ilies with children still at home. Peter Rossi, in Why 

Families Move, found that "family size changes are most 

likely to occur to families which are under ten years old; 

hence, the strong tendency for most of a household's moves 

to be accomplished during the early years of its exis-

59 
tence." 

Since some multi-racial neighborhoods have developed 

in both areas, the ethnic group designation was considered 

important. It was hoped that som.e upward mobility could be 

traced in these groups. A Mexican friend of the investiga

tor's explained that some of his people were hesitant to 

58 
Please refer to "C" and "D" in the Appendix. 

59 
Peter H. Rossi, Why Families Move (Glencoe, Illinois: 

Free Press, 1955), p. 145. 
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move out of their old neighborhoods and leave their rela

tives and friends. One respondent in an interview said she 

still went back to the old church "because the Mass was 

said in Spanish" and she liked that. 

The first page of the questionnaire also contained in

quiries about the occupations of the adults in the family 

and about the housing facilities. 

It was considered an invasion of privacy by this re

searcher to ask for the amount of the family income. It 

was assumed that a rather accurate estimate of this could 

be made from information concerning the occupations of the 

father and/or mother since current occupation and income 

tables for Potter County were available to the researcher. 

In order to test for occupational change or job adjust

ment, a question was asked concerning the occupation of fa

ther and mother when the family moved into the present 

dwelling. Many citizens of Amarillo commented in conversa

tions with thd researcher that the economic adjustment fol

lowing the Air Force Base closure was critical for several 

months. This question assumed some changes had been made 

in the jobs of lower economic families during this time. 

The question concerning the income increase was de

signed to investigate several possible correlations. Some 

improvement in occupation of the father since occupancy of 

the present house would increase the income. The mother 
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having become employed.might account for an increase. Some 

adult education efforts might have reclassified the father 

for an income increase with the same position. Also, the 

cost of living index increase automatically would increase 

the income in some industries. 

Associational type questions were used in the section 

concerning housing. These vrere thought to be the best way 

to discover the presence of upward mobility, if any, in 

housing of the present residents. 

Many rentals are found in Hamlet and Eastridge. New 

residents in the city often occupy and rent these houses. 

Families planning only temporary residency in the city have 

found these houses suitable for their needs. Families with

out sufficient funds for down payment and closing costs can 

rent in these areas. Research by Rossi found that these 

60 
renter families are more mobile than owner families. The 

commitment of the renter ceases when he moves. The owner 

is responsible legally for his property. This is an over

simplification of the owner-renter value system but helps 

to establish that there is less stability of the renter in 

terms of tenure. 

Ibid., Rossi, p. 69. Also see whole chapter on 
renter-owner value system in Section III. 



46 

Owner families were assumed to desire the improvement 

of their property. This correlation was examined in the 

same section on housing. 

The use of associational questions was considered of 

prime importance in the housing section to indicate the 

presence of upward mobility if any existed. Type of con

struction and monthly payment were two indicators used to 

determine this. The former address was thought to be a 

further indicator. 

Questions concerning purchases of home furnishings and 

yard equipment were included to support the hypothesis that 

some effort to improve the appearance of a home would accom

pany the pride of home ownership. 

A key question in the inquiry was, "Is the purchase of 

the house a foreclosure purchase?" Families purchasing or 

renting since November, 1968, can be considered as a group 

influenced by Base personnel withdrawal. 

The only group which could be considered a control 

group consists of those residents that have lived in the 

area longer than five years. 

Although the evaluation of "number of rooms" is a rel

ative one and differs greatly from individual to individual, 

the associational question was included with the hope that 

it might be helpful in determining the value of both former 

residences and present houses and establish some hint of up

ward mobility. 
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A working hypothesis vras developed around the aspect 

of education. It was hoped that some evidence of upward mo

bility could be measured in fam.ilies having secondary school 

level children. Attainment of equal or better levels of ed

ucation by the children would seem to indicate internaliza

tion of education values held by the parents. An open-ended 

question at the close of the interview asked for the plans 

and hopes of the family. It was assumed that for many 

young parents the education of children in the family would 

be included in some of the aspirations. 

Since some occupational adjustment was anticipated, a 

job training question was included. Any "on the job" train

ing which led to an increase in income or escalation into a 

more skilled trade would be considered significant as an as

pect of the educational process. 

61 
According to Rossi three generalizations are pointed 

out in the interrelationship between age, household size, 

and mobility.' 

1. The younger the head of the household, the 
higher its inclination toward mobility. 

2. The larger the household, the higher its 
mobility. 

3. Age and size are independently related to 
mobility, although age is somewhat m.ore strongly 
related than household size. 

-̂"•Ibid. , p. 71. 
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"These relationships as variables are indicators of 

family life cycle stages. The family life cycle, in turn, 

is a strong determinant of the housing needs of a house

hold."^^ 

Helpful information concerning community efforts to 

improve the -educational level of some of the Amarillo res

idents was included in an interview with Mr. Robert Tilley, 

6 3 

one of the professors at Amarillo College. 

During the past academic year a program was carried on 

to help residents qualify for a high school diploma. The 

Chamber of Commerce provided funds to pay teachers, buy ma

terials and testing materials, and to pay the fee for the 

psychologist who did the testing. Pan-Tex Corporation fur

nished teachers from their staff. Alamo Catholic High 

School provided classroom facilities for the sessions. The 

class was composed of Negro and Mexican adults with a few 

white adults attending. Seventy-one persons completed the 

work and were qualified during the year. 

It was pointed out by Mr. Tilley that pay scales are 

determined by high school com.pletion or its equivalent by 

many industries and some firms refuse to hire personnel 

without a high school diploma or its equivalent. 

Ibid., p. 72. 

^"^Personal interview with Mr. Robert Tilley, Psychol
ogy professor at Amarillo College, August, 1969. 
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Mr. Tilley commented on two factors which deter others 

from passing this barrier. One was the lack of reading 

skills on the part of the student and the other was the 

lack of emotional aptitude to handle the classroom situa

tion and the actual tests that are given. 

The interviews with teachers in some of the community 

centers during the summer of 1969 made it clear that the 

Office of Economic Opportunity program included remedial 

classes for children at the centers and several adult edu

cation classes. One teacher tutored two Mexican-American 

men so that they could pass the Graduation Equivalency 

tests during the summer months. The passing of this test 

qualified them to receive a forty cent increase per hour 

in their wages. It is hoped by the community center offi

cials that the accomplishment of these two men and the in

crease in their incomes will encourage more of those in 

similar circumstances to make an effort to participate in 

the adult education classes this fall. 

Mobility has a decided effect upon a family within its 

environment. It modifies fam.ily behavior by "creating a 

particular type of environment, either limiting or enlarg

ing the set of opportunities confronting a household for 

64 
the fulfillment of its needs." 

64 
Rossi, Why Families, p. 45. 
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Rossi found that mobility on the part of a family re

duces the establishment of personal contacts in their area 

fi 5 

and participation in organizational life. 

The fourth section of the questionnaire was designed 

to investigate by associational questions the personal in

volvement of the family in the neighborhood and community 

organizations. 

It was assumed that families who visited with their 

neighbors and had a longer tenure in the area probably 

would like the neighborhood to a greater degree than those 

who did not know or visit with families living close by. 

Some small amount of correlation was hoped for between 

church attendance and the degree to which the family liked 

the community. 

The importance of education as a value led to the in

clusion of the associational questions concerning the Par

ent Teacher Association. It was assumed that participation 

in this organization would be higher, even among renter fam

ilies with children, than any of the other voluntary commun

ity organizations. 

Open-ended questions were included at the conclusion 

of the questionnaire to discover if there would be a pattern 

to some of the goals and aspirations of the residents of 

^^See Chapter IV and V in Rossi, pp. 45-98. 
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these two areas. These questions were also viewed as an op

portunity for the respondent to express any personal feel

ings in relation to any of the foregoing topics. These were 

not included as material to be tabulated but to furnish some 

indication of the general perception of the family to its 

environment. 

Data Collection 

During the summer of 1969 interviews were conducted 

with business men, civic leaders, ministers, educators, and 

social workers by the researcher. Casual conversations 

were valuable sources of information. Events in the commun

ity were attended and notes made later. Much printed mate

rial was made available to the researcher by friends both 

in Lubbock and Amarillo and some of this material appears 

in the Appendix of this work. 

The use of a questionnaire was considered imperative. 

Detailed instructions were given to the interviewers in the 

use of the questionnaire. Anglo, Mexican, and Negro inter

viewers were used so that as wide a base of sampling as was 

possible would be secured. 

The investigator made numerous visits with residents 

of Hamlet and Eastridge as well as with other residents of 

the city. Files of the Office of Economic Opportunity were 

opened to the researcher and valuable information was made 

available for use in this work. 
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Included in the Appendix is a copy of the application 

for credit approval used by the Federal Housing Administra

tion. This instrument indicates the information required 

to secure a Federal Housing Administration loan on fore

closed property. 

A communication from the Chamber of Commerce in Ama

rillo contained current information concerning real estate 

activity during the past year. This information is also 

included in the analysis of the data. 

Interesting and pertinent communications from other 

officials have been placed in the Appendix along with the 

guidelines set down for the implementation of a plan to aid 

future homeowners in the purchase of property. 

Methodological Uses 

. . . Any single fact obtained from a sample 
(such as a mean, median, percentile, standard de
viation, etc.) is almost certain to differ by 
some amount from the corresponding fact for the 
whole population. Such "obtained" facts, there
fore, may never be accepted at their face value 
as exactly descriptive of the population in
volved but must be considered as only estimates 
of the corresponding "true" facts.^" 

Successive random samplings will produce other values 

of the mean. The measure of variability can only be 

^^See "E" for copy of Credit Requirements for Federal 
Housing Administration housing applicant. 

"̂̂ E. F. Lindquist, A First Course in Statistics (Bos
ton: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1942), p. 10b. 
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obtained from many samplings of the type obtained in this 

research to determine the standard deviation. Since this 

is an exploratory study in that the investigator was unfa

miliar with the area and the phenomenon, more sampling 

would be necessary to obtain a "true" mean. 

Inquiry, into the subject of the total population of 

Hamlet and Eastridge did not provide any definite figure. 

It has been a problem with local demographers to estimate 

the population since residents move so frequently and houses 

are being moved completely out of the area every week. The 

closest reasonable estimate which we will use in this study 

is 12,000 total population. 

The sample, though small, was judged random enough in 

its content by the investigator to be fairly representative 

of the total population. 

In the analysis of the data the residents who had 

I lived in the area for five years or more vrere considered 

the control group. Their residence had not changed since 

the Air Force Base was phased out. The experimental group 

was drawn from the residents that had moved into Hamlet and 

Eastridge since the announcement of Base closure in Novem

ber of 1964. 
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Data Analysis 

Occupation 

One of the major determinants of class used by the so

cial scientist today is occupation. It was chosen for this 

purpose because the rapid industrialization of the Amarillo 

area was thought to be a factor in upvrard mobility. 

The use of occupation as an index to determine social 

and economic position in this study presented some problems. 

In some instances the specific type of task performed was 

not given but the name of the employer was included. Famil

iarity with the company helped indicate the classification 

of the respondent in the occupation index. In some in

stances the classification is still questionable. 

It was found that the Census Bureau of occupation clas

sification was too general. It has been used and included 
6 p 

in Table 5 but an additional one devised by Hollingshead 

for his Elmtown's Youth study became the instrument used to 

evaluate occupation as a social status indicator in this re

search. The table numbered six applies to the section of 

Hollingshead's index which is pertinent to this research. 

6 p 
A. B. Hollingshead, Elmtown's Youth (New York: John 

Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1949)"]! See Appendix for copy of 
Hollingshead's "Index of Social Position." 
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TABLE 5 

OCCUPATION 
UNITED STATES CENSUS CLASSIFICATION 

Craftsmen and 
Foreman 

Experimental 
n-44 

Control 
n-10 

8 

White 
Collar 

12 22 

Operatives Laborers 

-0-

Experi-
mental 
n-44 

Control 
n-10 

TABLE 6 

OCCUPATIONAL BREAKD0V7N 
(Modified from Hollingshead) 

Clerical Semi-
and Tech- Skilled Skilled 
Sales nicians Workers Workers 

9% 
-0-
5% 45 

4 
36% 

Unskilled 
Workers 

8 3 16 15 2 
18.18% 06.81% 36.36% 34.09% 04.50% 

-0-
5% 

These tables would indicate, if the sample is represen

tative, that these residents of Amarillo are in the middle 

and lower occupational levels. The majority fall in the 

skilled and unskilled classification. According to the in

come breakdown for Potter County in Table 1 the majority of 

the male incomes (or heads of households) in these two sub

divisions is less than $6,000 per year. 
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It must be pointed out that about one-fourth of the 

families have working wives who contribute to the family in

come. Three of the total of ten in control group have em

ployed wives and fourteen wives in the experimental group 

of forty-four are employed. All of the occupations listed 

for wives fall in the semi-skilled and unskilled classifi

cations which would increase family incomes probably less 

than $3,000 per year. 

Implementation of Hollingshead's Index produced a clas

sification pattern which placed 70.45 per cent of the em

ployed males in the two categories, skilled and semi-skilled 

workers. The occupational pattern also held for the control 

group but it was concluded that the control group number was 

so small it was spurious to assume a zero figure in any cat

egory. For this reason a five per cent figure was projected 

for the clerical and sales class and the unskilled worker 

class. (See Table 6) 

It was projected that there would be no upward mobility 

on the basis of occupation. If changes vrere indicated, the 

adjustments would be in a level direction. Nine males in 

the experimental group of 4 4 have experienced a change in 

occupation while 31 remained the same. Only 2 in the con

trol group of 10 have changed their jobs. (See Table 7) 

Five of these occupational changes in the sample can 

be identified as definite improvements while the other four 
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TABLE 7 

OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY OF MiALES 

Same Changed Divorced or 
Occupation Occupation Deceased 

E x p e r i m e n t a l 
Group 
n -44 

31 
(70.45%) 

9 
(20.45%) 

4 
(9.09%) 

Control 8 2 -0-
n-10 (80%) (20%) 

were on the same level. An example of a change with im

provement was from electrician to aircraft electrician with 

an indication that special training has been involved in 

qualifying for the latter position. 

Of the total experimental group of 44, 31 families 

have experienced an increase in income. This cannot be in

terpreted as an indication of upward mobility, however, as 

inflationary trends have off-set benefits derived from the 

increase in income. In four cases wives have been employed 

outside the home since the occupancy by the family of the 

present house. 

In view of the economic adjustment that was claimed for 

the city of Amarillo following the removal of Base personnel, 

the occupational level for this income group has remained 

remarkably stable. Most of these fam.ilies are in the life 

cycle stages which require larger amounts of income to 
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provide necessities. Since most of these families report 

occupations which have incomes of less than $5,000, some of 

the tensions experienced by poverty area families are per

haps not unknown to this group as well. 

Two of the males are military related personnel sta

tioned overseas at the present. Their families are renting 

houses in this section of Amarillo and reported no increase 

in income. 

The median size of the families is 4.20 persons in the 

experiment group and 4.17 in the control group. 

The age and/or grade level of most of the children in 

the sample indicates that the majority of these families 

are young with the wives still at a child-bearing age. 

Rossi's investigation points to a high m.obility rate in 

residence by this age group. As the family increases, its 

needs change. A good percentage (13.63%) of these couples 

, are still in college or technical school. Others indicated 

plans for skills training. This leads to another assump

tion. Although from this sample no perceptible upward mo

bility seems to have been experienced, the age and place in 

the family life cycle of the residents would justify the as

sumption that some upward mobility will be evidenced as many 

of these young men finish their academic and technical train

ing and move out into the labor market. There can also be a 

projection that, as both social and educational skills are 
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acquired, many of these families will move in an upward di

rection on the social scale as well. 

Since the change of occupation was 20.45 per cent in 

the total sample, and little more than half of that figure 

had improved the status of the occupation, a related notion 

can be assumed from the data: Any occupational adjustment 

will be in a level direction. 

Housing 

The attention of the present researcher was initially 

in the housing opportunities as they existed in the city of 
t 

Amarillo. Housing has long been a reliable indication of 

an individual's social and economic status in a community. 

Lloyd Warner and August Hollingshead have both used 

type of dwelling extensively as an indicator of position in 

the social structure of our society. The variable of mobil

ity increased interest in this present study and the hypoth

esis that some upward mobility would be found in the fluid 

situation in Amarillo enlarged into a thesis project. 

High mobility among members of the working class was 

found by Robert and Helen Lynd in their study of Middle-
71 town. Their figures indicated that one m four members 

69 
Warner, Yankee City Series, p. 104. 

70 
Hollingshead, Elmtown's, p. 73. 

71 
Robert S. Lynd and Helen M. Lynd, Middletown in Tran-

sition (New York: Harcourt, Brace and VJorld, Inc. , 1929) . 
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of the working class had moved and every sixth working class 

family had moved more than twice. 

Since V7orld War II mobility has increased in the 

United States and often is considered an indicator of suc

cess and expanding business opportunity. 

For our purposes in determining any presence of up

ward mobility it v̂ as necessary to deal with the increase in 

rental property in the two subdivisions under study. Many 

houses became rental property as the Air Base closing became 

a reality. There are still many dwellings being rented in 

Hamlet and Eastridge. There were no rentals in the control 

group so all the present rental figures are from the experi

mental group. Twenty families of the 4 4 are renters who 

paid an average of $6 8.37 per month for their former housing. 

Some consideration should be given to real estate values 

vrhich have decreased in the past three years with the in

crease in vacant houses, particularly in these two subdivi

sions. Interpolating these figures in the light of the 

economic condition, the present dwellings are more valuable 

than the former residences the renters occupied. 

Table 8 shows the number in both renter and owner ex

perimental groups and the median monthly payment for present 

"̂ îbid. , p. 109. 

73 
Robert and Helen Lynd, Middletown in Transition (New 

York: Harcourt, Brace and World, Inc., 1937), p. 189; 
William M. Dobrinen, Class in Suburbia (Englewood Cliffs, 
New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1963), Parts two and three 
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housing is $83.32 while the former residence cost only 

$60.62 (median) per month for each family. This represents 

a decided improvement in housing facilities for the owner 

experimental group. 

In the experimental owner group the amount of house 

payment was adjusted up slightly to account for the differ

ential in the amount paid by the experimental renter group 

and the experimental owner group. This was to bring into 

line the actual house payments on all units (owner and 

renter) to include insurance and taxes. A trend is shown 

in Table 8 where the upward mobility indicated by cost of 

housing is significant at the .30 level but falls short of 

the conventional .05 level of significance. 

TABLE 8 

EXPERIMENTAL GROUP* 
n - 4 4 

Number 
Monthly 
Payment 

Former 
Monthly 
Payment 

Owners 

Renters 

24 

20 

$83.33 

$68.81 

$60.62 

$68.37 

*X^ for the above table is 1.39, 1 degrees of freedom, 
which is not significant at the .05 level. 
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Table 9 gives a picture of the m.onthly payment per 

house for both present and former residences for both the 

control and the experimental groups. 

TABLE 9 

MONTHLY PAYMENT PER HOUSE 

Rental 
Mean 

Former 
Rental 
Mean 

Owner 
Mean 

Experimental 
n-44 $68.81 $68.37 $83.33 

Former 
Owner 
Mean 

$60.62 

" t " = 6 . 4 

C o n t r o l 
n - 8 

" t " = 2 . 8 

d . f . = 86 

- 0 -

d . f . = 14 

P ^ C . O l 

- 0 -

p < . 0 5 

$ 9 1 . 0 0 $ 6 2 . 0 0 

Fisher's "t" is the measure of significance used for the 

above table. As can be seen the null hypothesis was re

jected for both the experimental and the control groups. 

Some significance was registered at the .01 and .05 levels. 

The control group owner median monthly payment is 

$91.00 while this group's former monthly payment median was 

$62.00. In this group, which has lived in the area for 

five or more years, the homes are all owned. Nine of the 

total of 10 had rented previously; therefore, there is evi

dence of a degree of stability in this group that is not 
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present in the experimental group. The figures using 

Fisher's "t" indicate the presence of upvrard mobility in 

housing facilities. 

In the experimental group 22 previous renters are now 

owners of their homes. The median amount these families 

paid for their rental housing was $6 8.00. When they bought, 

their monthly payment rose to a median of $8 3.00 per family. 

If only housing cost is considered, there seems to be some 

presence of upward mobility. 

Two of the residents had formerly lived in trailers. 

The trailer payments were comparable to former resident 

housing. Since space was the only value which was differ

ent in trailer and house, it was the judgment of the re

searcher that an improvement had been made in present 

housing also indicating mobility in an upward direction. 

The impact of foreclosure patterns on the experimental 

group is indicated in two ways. Seventeen of the twenty-

four owners made direct purchases from the Federal Housing 

Administration. This represents 36.6 per cent of the total 

sample. Some significance can be assumed from this figure 

if the sample is representative of the total population. 

Since twenty-two of the owners had rented previously, and 

their monthly payments increased from $6 8.00 (for rent) to 

$83.00 for house payments, the upward mobility trend in the 

housing hypothesis would have some support. 
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There vras no way to check accurately on the remaining 

ovrner experimental group as to the involvement of a previ

ous foreclosure transaction. Since no data was available, 

no assumption is made. 

An assumption is made, however, on the rental housing 

in the experimental group. Keeping in mind the mobility of 

renter families generally, this group was tested for length 

of tenure. Of the twenty total in the renter group, seven

teen had lived in their present house a year or less. 

Since the pattern in this area was said to have changed 

from owner neighborhoods to ovrner and renter neighborhoods 

74 since the announcement of Base closure, the assumption is 

made that Base closure had a direct effect on the number of 

dwellings which became rental units; thus increasing some

what the mobility and instability of the neighborhood. 

Several of the respondents commented upon the number 

of newcomers in their block and the rapid turnover the ren

tal property experienced since the Base closed. One lady 

respondent told the investigator that her close friends and 

neighbors were scattered all over the United States as a re

sult of the vrithdrawal of military and civilian personnel 

from Amarillo. 

Of little importance is the tabulation of number of 

rooms for the present houses and former dvrellings. The 

amount of floor space was unavailable so som.e estimate of 

Churchwell, Impact Study, p. DS. 
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space in the dwelling was made on the basis of number of 

rooms. The owner group in the experimental classification 

had a median of 6.03 rooms in their present residence. The 

renter group had a median of 5.05 rooms in the present 

dwelling. The total experimental classification (with the 

exception of the two trailer homes) had a median of 5 rooms 

in their former houses. 

The type of construction of the dwelling could only 

give a clue in the search for upward mobility in housing. 

Some general trend in the direction of better housing would 

have to be interpreted along with the cost of the dwelling 

and the number of rooms. It is noted that thirty-two more 

of the total forty-two former residences were of frame con

struction than the other types. 

Ninety per cent of the control group presently live in 

frame or brick combination dwellings and seventy-five per 

cent of the experimental group now live in frame or brick 

combination dwellings. Since the price range on these 

houses runs $13,000 and less, it is assumed that more em

phasis was placed by the builder and the majority of the 

residents upon other features than the type of exterior 

construction. 

One less important notion hypothesized was the increase 

in purchase of household furniture and goods on the part of 

the owner, and to a lesser degree the purchase of yard 
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maintainance equipment. The pride of ownership was assumed 

by the researcher to prompt a desire to improve the appear

ance of the interior and exterior of the dwelling. 

Some effort on the part of renters to improve their 

environment was anticipated but the trend was not expected 

to be as strong as that found for owners. 

Table 10 gives some suggestion of the correlation of 

home ownership to the improvement of property. 

TABLE 10 

IMPROVEMENT TO ENVIRONMENT 

Improvement 
to 

Dwelling 

Purchase 
Household 
Goods 

Purchase 
Lawn 

Equipment 

Yes No Yes No Yes No 

Experimental 

Owners 
n-24 

No 
Answer 

Renters 
n-20 

Control 
n-10 

15 
62.50% 

1 
04.18% 

5 
25.00% 

10 
100.00% 

8 
33.33% 

15 
75.00% 

-0-
10.00% 

83, 

50, 

90. 

20 
.33% 

10 
.00% 

9 
.00% 

4 
16.66% 

10 
50.00% 

1 
10.00% 

19 
79.16% 

8 
40.00% 

8 
80.00% 

20, 

60, 

20, 

5 
.83% 

12 
.00% 

2 
.00% 

It is evident in Table 10 that a high percentage of 

homeowners both in the control group (100 per cent) and the 

experimental one (62.50 per cent) had made purchases to 
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enhance the appearance of the house. The renter's pattern 

of purchase was not significant. Due to the higher mobil

ity of the renter population, it is assumed that their de

sire to invest in property improvement would be considerably 

lower. 

Since there has been found some evidence of improve

ment of property and purchase of household goods and yard 

equipment among the homeowner sample; and since some evi

dence within the data presented indicates there has been 

upward direction mobility within the total sam.ple, there 

seems to be some support for this hypothesis in the frame

work of the thesis. 

The pattern of improvement by homeowners is consistent 

in each category and in both control and experimental 

groups. 

It may be noted that in the experimental group four 

of the owner families had moved into their dwellings in the 

past year and initial moving costs probably vrould decrease 

their ability to improve their environment immediately. 

Education 

The social process by which children from 
different social classes acquire different 
aspirations, including educational desires, is 
not unknown. Through the process of socializa
tion the child internalizes a version of the 
values of his parents. These values may con
form to the dominant societal values, be 
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modified or "stretched" values, or be "deviant" 
values.75 

In addition to this aspect of the socialization pro

cess, the student internalizes experiences within the 

school environment which have some effect upon his evalua

tion of education as a desirable goal. Another factor 

which influences him is his evaluation of himself, his 

self-image and self-esteem. 

Education as a value has risen in esteem among lower 

economic classes as levels of education have risen in all 

strata of American society. Hollingshead reports in Elm

town 's Youth that the level of education in Class III (mid

dle class) revealed the following: 86 per cent of the 

fathers completed eight elementary grades, 2 3 per cent com

pleted high school, and 7 per cent had some type of ad

vanced training. Only one graduated from college and none 

76 
held an advanced degree. This study was begun in 1941. 

Under the G. I. Bill of Rights following World War II 

servicemen attended college who could never have afforded 

it from their personal budget. Lower economic and middle 

75 
Donald Q. Brodie and Edward A. Suchman, "Socio

economic Status, Students' Evaluations and Educational 
Desires," The Science Quarterly, Vol. 49 (September, 1968), 
p. 256. 

76 
Hollingshead, Elmtown's, p. 99. 
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level social strata individuals were able to acquire educa

tion beyond high school. 

This is one factor which has added education as a ma

jor value to the socialization process of middle and lower 

socio-economic citizens. Other influences have been felt 

but this can be considered a major one. 

The following is a working hypothesis: It is hypoth

esized that education is an important value to the socio

economic group living in Hamlet and Eastridge. It is also 

hypothesized that the goals of the parents for adequate ed

ucation for their children will be supported by active ef

forts on the part of the parents to help them achieve these 

educational goals. It was thought that the families with 

children old enough to have attained equal or better level 

in school as their children could be tested for this level 

of achievement. 

It was found in the data collection and tabulation 

that most of the families were young with smaller children 

in school. These families were given an opportunity to ex

press voluntarily any hopes and plans and aspirations in 

the open-ended question at the end of the interview. 

As Table 11 indicates, the median educational level 

for fathers in the experimental group was found to be 11.28 

years; for the control group 11.60 years. The median level 
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TABLE 11 

EDUCATIONAL MEDIAN 

Experimental 

Control 

Father 

11.28 

11.60 

Mother 

10.18 

11.20 

for mothers was 10.18 years in school for the experimental 

group and 11.20 years for the control group. 

Some interesting patterns emerged which were expected. 

The male and female grade level was found to be within two 

years of each other. The propinquity factor in school en

vironment was thought to be responsible for this. This 

does not hold for the Mexican ethnic group. The Mexican 

females often had six years less schooling and one Mexican 

female reported no formal education. 

The control group education m.ean was slightly higher 

, but there was no perceptible difference from that of the 

mean of the experimental group. 

Data in this section was considered carefully. Sev

eral factors seemed to enter into the consideration of this 

data. All except two of the families in the sample still 

had children in parochial or public school. The two fami

lies whose children were graduated from high school still 

had one child at home attending trade school. Twenty-two 
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per cent of those families (12 families of 54 total) were 

young enough to have only pre-school children in the home. 

The investigator then turned to the open-ended ques

tion at the end of the questionnaire. It did not specif

ically mention education as a desired goal. Any mention 

of this subject was initiated by the respondent. The re

search of the data indicated that eighteen of the forty-four 

respondents in the experimental group, when asked about the 

family's plans and hopes, told about plans to "educate the 

children," hopes to send the "kids" to college, or "see 

that the boys get a good' education." 

The control group tabulation showed that five of the 

total of ten (50 per cent) mentioned education of the chil

dren specifically. 

When considering the age group, it was decided that 

the hypothesis was untestable. The children in college had 

not finished their education and no facts could be estab

lished concerning school attendance of college students or 

high school graduates. Circumstances and attitudes could 

accelerate education plans or interrupt them. 

Twenty families of the fifty-four (37.37 per cent) 

interviewed mentioned specifically the plans and hopes that 

they had for educating their children. It can be assumed 

that education is a very real value in the evaluation of 

many in the community since more than one-third in the 
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sample mentioned it voluntarily. However, the hypothesis 

as it was projected originally was untestable. 

Voluntary Community Associations 

Social Scientists such as Peter Blau,"̂ *̂  Mirr a 

Komarovsky, and J. C. Scott, Jr."̂ ^ have researched partic

ipation of groups in voluntary organizations. Most of this 

investigation points out that those who participate in com

munity activities are usually in the upper economic and so

cial levels, have high school or college level educations, 

are home owners, and are "high communicators."^^ 

"The majority of urban working-class people do not par-
p 1 

ticipate in formally organized voluntary associations." 

77 
Peter M. Blau, "Sociological Mobility and Inter

personal Relations," American Sociological Review, Vol. 21 
(June, 1926), p. 290. 

78 
Mirra Komarovsky, "The Voluntary Associations of 

Urban Dwellers," American Sociological Review, Vol. XI, No. 
6 (December, 1946), pp. 686-698. 

79 
J. C. Scott, Jr., "Membership and Participation in 

Voluntary Associations," American Sociological Review, Vol. 
22 (June, 1957), pp. 315-326. 

80 
Alexander Fanelli, "Extensiveness of Communication 

Contacts and Perceptions of the Community," American Soci
ological Review, Vol. 21 (August, 1956), pp. 439-445. 

81 
Floyd Datson, "Patterns of Voluntary Association 

Among Urban Working Class Families," American Sociological 
Review, Vol. XVI, No. 5 (October, 1951) , pp. 687-693; 
Gerhard Lenski, "Social Participation and Status Crystalli
zation," American Sociological Review, Vol. 21 (August, 
1956), pp. 458-464. 



73 

Some of the reasons hypothesized by Shuval in her "Class 

and Ethnic Correlates of Casual Neighboring"^^ for this lack 

of participation include: less time, more tired from phys

ical exertion, fewer available financial means for enter

taining, less room in the home, and fewer accouterments for 

entertaining. 

Studies also, point out that mobility decreases partic

ipation to a large extent. The increased mobility due to 

the increase in rental property in Hamlet and Eastridge is 

assumed to have an effect upon the participation in commun

ity associations. It is assumed that no upward mobility is 

expressed in the participation of sample residents in com

munity associations. Since these residents are considered 

a part of the "working class," this factor contributes to 

the support of the hypothesis. 

Three associations of the existing community structure 

were chosen to investigate. The amount of interaction that 

existed and the perception of the neighborhood both at the 

present house and the former residence were sought. Partic

ipation in church worship services and other activities was 

82 
Judith T. Shuval, "Class and Ethnic Correlates of 

Casual Neighboring," American Sociological Revievr, Vol. 21 
(August, 1956), pp. 450-458. 

83 
Winfred G. Steglich, "Participation of Migrants in 

Urban Associations," Proceedings of the Southwestern Soci
ological Association, 1965, pp. 89-94. 
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tested by sets of associational questions; and some indica

tion of the amount of participation in the Parent Teacher 

Association was investigated. 

It should be considered at the outset that all fami

lies are not alike in their composition and the response to 

their environment. Some families may not have a schedule 

that lends itself to interaction in a neighborhood situa

tion. Many of these families have high mobility character

istics and do not feel at home in the environment as quickly 

as others do. Some families do not desire interaction and 

make no effort to relate to their neighbors. Tables 12a, 

12b, 12c, and 12d represent the data collected for the 

study concerning this aspect of voluntary associations. 

The pattern which is established in the experimental 

group would seem to indicate that the neighbors at the for

mer residence were known and liked to a higher degree than 

at the present house. Twenty-seven per cent knew their 

former neighbors very well as over against 11.36 per cent 

who know their neighbors very well in the present neighbor

hood. In the category "liked your neighbors," the study 

showed 36.36 per cent liked their former neighbors and 

11.4 per cent liked their present neighbors very well. The 

figures do not vary in the other categories perceptibly; so 

that the greater difference is only found in the higher de

gree. 



TABLE 12a 

75 

Control 

KNOW YOUR PRESENT NEIGHBORS 

Very 
Well 

No 
Well Fair Slightly None Answer 

Experi- 5 12 3 15 1 3 
mental (11.36%) (27.27%) (6.82%) (34.09%) (2.3%) (6.8%) 

1 
(10%) 

5 
(50%) 

4 
(49%) 

-0- -0- -0-

TABLE 12b 

KNEW YOUR F0Rr4ER NEIGHBORS 

Experi
mental 

Very 
Well 

No 
Well Fair Slightly None Answer 

12 12 10 5 5 
(27.3%) (27.3%) (22.7%) (11.4%) (11.4%) 

-0-

Control 1 
(10%) (20%) (20%) 

2 3 -0 
(20%) (30%) 

TABLE 12c 

LIKE YOUR PRESENT NEIGHBORS 

Very 
Well Well Fair Slightly None 

Experimental 5 12 18 5 
(11.4%) (27.3%) (40.9%) (11.4%) 

4 
(9%) 

Control -0- 7 3 
(70%) (30%) 

-0- -0 
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TABLE 12d 

LIKED YOUR FORT̂ iER NEIGHBORS 

Very 
Well Well Fair Slightly None 

Experimental 16 10 10 4 1 
(36.36%) (22.7%) (22.7%) (9%) (2.3%) 

Control 1 3 1 2 3 
(10%) (30%) (10%) (20%) (30%) 

Two factors might enter into the evaluation of this 

figure: the short tenure of some of the residents in the 

experimental group and the fact that some of the new resi

dents came from sm.all towns where homogeneity is character

istic of the community. 

The preceding observations can be assumed to be a part 

of the experience of visiting in the neighborhood. (See 

Tables 13 and 14 below) A higher degree of frequent visit

ing was found among residents in the experimental group with 

their former neighbors (29.55 per cent) than with their pres

ent neighbors (18.18 per cent). The control group figures 

indicate that 60 per cent of the visiting at the present 

house is on an "occasional" basis and 30 per cent is on a 

"rare" basis; where visiting with neighbors in the former 

residence was less frequent (40 per cent answered "rarely" 

and 30 per cent answered "none"). Since the control sample 

was so small, it can hardly be considered representative. 
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Experimental 

Control 

TABLE 13 

VISIT WITH PRESENT NEIGHBORS 

Frequently Occasionally Rarely None 

8 
(18.18%) 

1 
(10%) 

19 
(43.14%) 

(60%) 

12 5 
(27.27%) (11.4%) 

3 
(30%) -0-

Experimental 

TABLE 14 

VISITED WITH FORMER NEIGHBORS 

Frequently Occasionally Rarely None 

13 
(29.55%) 

15 
(34.09%) 

8 8 
(18.18%) (18.18%) 

Control 1 
(10%) 

2 
(20%) 

4 3 
(40%) (30%) 

The open-ended question concerning location of resi

dence of best friends was answered by most of the respon

dents in a very general way. The newer residents named 

specific areas in Amarillo but the residents with longer 

tenure indicated the Amarillo area in general. The resi

dents from small towns named the former community as the 

location of their best friends. 

Presentation of figures in Table 15 and 16 is interest

ing in the consideration of voluntary associations. The po

sition of the church in secular society is a much discussed 
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84 subject. Harvey Cox in his The Secular City states that 

speaking of God in the secular city is partly a sociologi

cal problem because the word "God" and other important 

words emerge from a particular socio-cultural setting. So

cial change alters the meaning of words as the perception 

of a situation changes. 

Christendom is disappearing . . . Of course 
there remain some people who can still under
stand what theologians mean when they use the 
word "God" and other religious terms. These 
include not only "religious" people but also 
people whose occupations or family histories 
have given them a visitor's pass, if not a 
membership card, to the meaning-world in which 
theologians and preachers live. . . . As a 
group, all these people retain part of the cul
tural residue of Christendom.. 8 5 

TABLE 15 

Father 
n-40 

Mother 
n-44 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE—PRESENT 

Frequently 

8 
(20%) 

11 
(25%) 

RESIDENCE 

Occasionally 

11 
(27.5%) 

13 
(29.55%) 

Rarely 

9 
(17.5%) 

9 
(20.45%) 

None 

7 
(17.5%) 

10 
(22.73%) 

Oldest 
Child 

Next 
Oldest 

16 
(36.73%) (20.45%) 

14 
(31.72%) (16.12%) 

5 5 
(8.90%) (8.90%) 

2 6 
(4.5%) (13.64%) 

P4 
Harvey Cox, The Secular City (New York: The 

Macmillan Co., 1965); Richar Niebuhr, The Kingdom of God in 
America (New York: Harper Brothers, 1967). 

85 Cox, The Secular, pp. 216, 217. 
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TABLE 16 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE—FORMER RESIDENCE 

F r e q u e n t l y O c c a s i o n a l l y R a r e l y 
No 

None Answer 

F a t h e r 
n - 4 0 (17 .5%) 

12 
(30%) (15%) 

14 1 
(35%) (2.5%) 

M o t h e r 
n - 4 4 

13 
(29 .55%) 

13 
(29.55%) 

6 10 2 
(13.64%) (22.73%) (4.5%) 

O l d e s t 
C h i l d 

12 
(27 .25%) (20.45%) 

2 8 
(4.5%) (18.20%) 

N e x t 13 
O l d e s t (29 .55%) (20.45%) 

2 6 
(4.5%) (13.64%) 

Church attendance as indicated by the sample of data 

from the Hamlet and Eastridge subdivisions would suggest the 

weakness of the institutional church in the secular urban 

setting. The "cultural residue of Christendom" is still 

probably stronger in an area like Amarillo than most urban 

areas but the lack of participation in church worship ser

vices is evident in Table 15 and Table 16. Attendance by 

the father is less than that of the mother at the present 

residence; of the fathers, 20 per cent attended frequently 

and 27.5 per cent attended occasionally; of the mothers, 25 

per cent attended frequently and 29.55 per cent attended oc

casionally. The higher figure of attendance for the chil

dren ("oldest child," 36.73 per cent and "next oldest," 

31.72 per cent) could be accounted for in part by the 
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strong emphasis in the evangelical groups on Sunday School 

and youth groups. 

The areas from which the sample was taken contain many 

Catholic families as the parochial high school and two of 

the elementary schools are in this general vicinity. Since 

the more faithful church members would tend to locate 

closer to the parochial schools, this might make the figure 

higher for these subdivisions. 

The general pattern of church attendance for the ex

perimental group holds for the control group and there was 

slight change in the figures upon the inclusion of the con

trol group with the experimental one. 

TABLE 17 

P. T. A. ATTENDANCE 

Present Residence Former Residence 

Not Not 
Yes No Apply Yes No Apply 

Experi- 11 20 13 12 19 13 
mental (25%) (45,44%) (29.55%) (27.3%) (45.45%) (29.55%) 

Control 7 3 - 3 7 -
(70%) (30%) (30%) (70%) 

The third aspect of voluntary associations to be con

sidered is participation of residents in Parent Teachers 

Association activities. Twenty-nine per cent of the sample 

represented families with only pre-school children so the 
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question was not relevant to them. In the experimental 

group it was found that only 25 per cent (11) participated 

currently and 27 per cent (12) participated at the former 

residence. 

In the control group 70 per cent currently partici

pate which may indicate, if the sample is representative, 

may indicate that longer tenure in a community encourages 

participation in education-related activites. Life cycle 

changes in the family also account for increase in Parent 

Teacher Association activities as the children become old 

enough to start to school. 

Since all three of these voluntary community partici

pation variables have been negative in the response of the 

majority of the sample, it is felt that no significance 

can be assumed from the data even at the .01 level. There 

has been no perceptible change in voluntary cormnunity par

ticipation on the part of residents of Hamlet and Eastridge. 



CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

It has already been stated that the phenomenon under 

study is not a static one. The mobility of the population 

as well as the housing makes it impossible to estimate the 

exact number of houses and residents in Hamlet and East

ridge. Removal of houses to other locations outside the 

city is a daily activity. 

A communication from Mr. Donald L. Hileman of the 

Amarillo Chamber of Commerce in July, 1969, included this 

information. 

Our housing situation in Amarillo has improved 
quite noticeably, as indicated by a recent sur
vey done by the Amarillo Board of Realtors. In 
the first six months of 1967, 120 residences 
were sold; in the first six months of 1968, 180 
residences were sold; and in the first six months 
of 1969, 390 were sold. 

Another comment by Mr. Hileman concerning the housing 

situation following the Base closure is as follows: 

There is a disadvantage to having a number of 
homes open as we had following the departure 
of the air base personnel. People tend to be 
discouraged in their thinking when they see 
too many "for sale" signs and empty houses 
around the town. Another point that is a fac
tor, of course, is the lowering of prices and 

^Communication from Mr. Donald L. Hileman, Executive 
Vice President of Amarillo Chamber of Comm.erce, July 10, 
1969. 

82 
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downpayments necessary to buy a home. I am 
certain this made homeowners of a number of 
people who had never been able to own a 
home.^' 

Several efforts by concerned Â marillo residents are un

der way to make it possible for lower income families to se-

cure better housing as a result of the surplus of houses in 

these areas. 

Father Michael Heneghan, Superintendent of Catholic 

Schools in Amarillo, is now in the process of implementing 

a well developed plan devised to make these vacant houses 

available to lower economic people. An endowed corporation 

has been formed to buy many of these houses from the city 

for $1,500 each. Worthy families, desiring to lease these 

houses, will be required to become members of the Home Own-
go 

ers Association organized to train the future homeowners 

in better financing, house maintenance, home care, legal 

obligations, and better citizenship. 

Included in the curriculum is a "Course in 
Humanism." The purpose of this will be to 
impress the people with their worth as indi
viduals and their necessary place in society. 
Emphasis vrill be placed on what they can 
achieve as human beings.^^ 

87^-,.. Ibid. 
pp 
See Appendix for copy of brochure on Home Owners As

sociation under the direction of Father Michael Heneghan, 
Alamo High School, Amarillo, Texas. 

Ibid., p. 3. 



84 

Father Heneghan explained that social workers will be 

employed to counsel vrith and help the members with their 

problems. 

Two plans have been projected. One, a rental proce

dure and, two, a lease-purchase arrangement, with encourage

ment toward the latter being stressed. The Home Ovrners 

Association will have the authority to make financial ar

rangements and counsel the new home owners (or chide them 

for negligence if necessary) as they lease these houses at 

a very small monthly expenditure. 

An average payment of $45 per month to the authority 

(Home Owners Association) will be disbursed in the follow

ing manner: Four dollars and fifty cents set aside for ad

ministration purposes, $20 going to a reserve fund for the 

householder, and $20 going to a reserve fund for the hous

ing authority. 

The latter amount would be used for taxes, insurance, 

paving, trees, and other improvements within the cominunity. 

The amount set aside for the householder's reserve fund 

would be 

used as an incentive to him to keep his house in 
good repair. If he does the repair work him.self, 
then the money would remain in reserve to pay on 
the house at such time as he becomes elegible to 
buy the house. If it is necessary to make re
pairs, remove rubbish, etc., then that person's 
own reserve fund would be used to pay the cost.^^ 

Ibid., p. 2. 
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Recent word from Father Heneghan indicates that the 

plan is being implemented and the first group of homes is 

being prepared for occupancy by new residents. 

From a survey made in August, 1969, using Office of 

Economic Opportunity confidential files, it was learned 

that of 1,210 families whose income falls within the poverty 

range, 591 desire to move to better facilities. The average 

monthly house payment for rent or house paym.ent is now $55 

91 
and the median number in each household is six. 

The Community Action Board of Amarillo has dealt cau

tiously with the housing problems in its city. Political 

implications in this and many areas are just below the sur

face. The researcher found it difficult to communicate 

with some members of the power structure as their schedule 

did not permit interviews on the subject of housing. In

formation, therefore, is not as complete as the investigator 

had planned for it to be. This can be considered one of the 

limitations of this study. 

Another limitation is the rapid change found in the dy

namics of the local situation. From week to week data would 

become obsolete or spurious and would need revision. 

One example of these changes is the recent organization 

of a Mexican protest group called "Adelante" meaning 

Father Heneghan, Communication to Frances B. Collins, 
Lubbock, Texas, August 19, 1969 (Amarillo, Texas). 
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"forward." The president of the organization, Mr. Matias 

C. Reveles, explained that the purpose of the organization 

is to "promote justice based on Christian morality." The 

membership is predominantly Mexican-American and its activ

ities seem to consist largely of communicating the needs 

of the lower economic families to the comjnunity and job 

placement for unskilled members of the minority groups. 

Included in the Appendix are some communications from the 

Adelante president explaining the point of view of the 

92 group. 

One chance meeting with an agent investigating job 

discrimination in industry for the government led to infor

mation concerning the hardship suffered by minority groups 

in the personnel offices of the industrial firms of the 

city. An effort is currently underway to alleviate some 

of this employment discrimination. More specific informa

tion is classified at this time. 

Community centers and church sponsored community 

houses are making strong efforts to help the disadvantaged 

in their struggle to gain self esteem and self sufficiency 

in the economic and social structures which make up the 

community. 

Since Amarillo's economy is dependent almost entirely 

upon business and industry, the population is involved 

9 2 
See Appendix for l e t t e r s vrr i t ten by Mr. Matias C, 

Reveles , 
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occupationally with the urban-industrial structures of the 

city. It is hoped that many of the recognized characteris

tics of the middle-class in an industrialized area are 

emerging. The importance of the middle class in industrial 

society is a recognized fact. Neither rich nor poor, the 

middle income group form the bulk of United States society. 

The emphasis upon some productive task, the family unit as 

the m.ajor primary group, the socialization of the young in 

the value system of this majority group, and some identifi

cation with the community of which it is a part all repre

sent characteristics of the segment of American society 

which we often call "middle class." Many of the residents 

of the two subdivisions under study are emerging as citizens 

of this level for the first time. 

Dahrendorf writes of the development of this stratum. 

He observes that "in all the studies of salaried em.ployees 

in industry, trade, commerce, and public administration: 

there is no word in any modern language to describe the 

group that is no group, class that is no class, and stratum 

93 that is no stratum." 

The new middle class that C. Wright Mills describes 

comes from the working class. Mills' definition includes 

the idea that salaried employees have delegated authority 

and have some power in the economic structure. He supports 

9 3 
Dahrendorf, Class and Class Conflict, p, 52, 
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the belief that factors present in our society today give 

new life to the egalitarian philosophy of decision-making. 

As the new middle class evolves from the working class, nevr 

freedom can be experienced in the life style of the individ-

1 94 uals. 

The phenomenon in Amarillo was perceived by the re

searcher as an area in transition. Middle class values are 

being internalized by the working class people, if the sam

ple is at all representative. Ethnic groups vrhose ascribed 

roles were dominant seem to be producing individuals who 

value achieved roles. 

The very nature and number of the sample in this study 

would limit the generalizations that could be made concern

ing the residents of these areas; however, the emergence of 

the lower economic group into a true "new middle class" is 

anticipated with the improvement in housing for the fami

lies involved. The ownership of property is a giant step 

in this direction. It is felt by the researcher that sig

nificance was found in the housing data. There was an 

indication that some upward mobility in housing for the 

residents of Hamlet and Eastridge has been experienced. 

The data also seems to suggest, although the evidence 

is not statistically significant, tendency of upward 

C. Wright Mills, The New Men of Power (New York, 
1954) . 
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mobility in the purchase of household goods and yard equip

ment. 

It is believed that the hypothesis concerning education 

is untestable. Indications were established that the educa

tion goals and values have been internalized in many of the 

resident families. This is not measurable in the young fam

ilies in this research but it is identifiable. 

According to the data in the sample, there was no up

ward mobility in occupations among the residents. Any oc

cupational adjustments seemed to be indicated in a level 

direction. 

The section on voluntary community participation was 

a rather subjective one. There was no significant change 

in participation on the part of the families as they moved 

from their former residence to the present one. 

Further research in this area is suggested after a 

period of time has elapsed and the economy has stabilized. 

Investigation of other locations vrhere population shifts 

have been radical would add to the literature on social mo

bility. Interesting research could be done on the emer

gence of the middle class in the development of the 

urban-industrial Southwest. The role of welfare in the 

power structure of the cormnunity of Amarillo could be a 

worthy project for study. 
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Social stratification and social mobility will continue 

to claim the attention of social scientists in the years 

ahead as social change shakes the foundations of the struc

tures of our society. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Books 

Baltzell, E. Digby. The Protestant Establishment. Aris
tocracy and Caste in America. New York: Ra'ndom House, 
1964. 

Bendix, Reinhard, and Lipset, Seymour. Class, Status, and 
Power. Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 1953. 

Bergel, Egon Ernest. Social Stratification. New York: 
McGraw-Hill, 19627~ 

Centers, Richard. The Psychology of Social Classes. New 
York: Russell and Russell, 1961. 

Cooley, Charles H. Social Organization. New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 196 3. 

Cox, Harvey. The Secular City. New York: The Macmillan 
Company, 196 5. 

Cuber, John F., and Kenkel, William F. Social Stratifica
tion in United States. New York: Appleton-Century-
Crofts, 1954. 

Dahrendorf, Ralf. Class and Class Conflict in Industrial 
Society. Stanford, California: Stanford University 
Press, 1959. 

' Dobrinen, William M. Class in Suburbia. Englewood Cliffs, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1968. 

Fallding, Harold. The Sociological Task. Englevrood 
Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1968. 

Frazier, Franklin. The Negro Family in the United States. 
Revised Edition"̂  Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1966; Black Bourgeoisie. New York: Free 
Press, 1957. 

Harrington, Michael. The Other America. New York: 
Macmillan Company, 196 3. 

Hatt, Paul K., and Reiss, Albert. Reader in Urban Sociol-
ogy. Glencoe, Illinois: Free Press, 1957. 

91 



92 

Heller, Celia, ed. Structured Social Inequality. New York 
Macmillan Company, 1969. ~ 

Hiller, E. T. Social Relations and Structures. New York: 
Harper Brothers, 194 7. 

Hickerson, Nathanial. Education for Alienation. Englewood 
Cliffs, New Jerseyl Prentice Hall Company, 1966. 

Hollingshead, August B. Elmtown's Youth. New York: John 
Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1949. 

Lerner, Daniel. The Passing of Traditional Society. New 
York: Free Press, 1958. 

Lindquist, E. L. A First Course in Statistics, Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1942. 

Lipset, Seymour, and Bendix, Reinhard, Social Mobility in 
Industrial Society., Berkley, California: University 
of California Press', 19 59. 

Lundberg, Ferdinand. America's Sixty Families. Nevr York: 
Vanguard Press, 19 37. 

Lynd, Robert S., and Helen M. Middletown. New York: 
Harcourt, Brace, and World̂ ^̂  Inc. , TW29; Middletown in 
in Transition. New York: Harcourt, Brace, and World 
Inc., 1937. 

Madge, John. The Origins of Scientific Sociology. Glen
coe, Illinois: Free Press, 1962. 

McClelland, David C. Personality. New York: William 
Stone Assoc, 1951. 

Merton, Robert K. Social Theory and Social Structure. Re
vised and Enlarged Edition. Glencoe, Illinois: Free 
Press, 1957. 

Mills, C. Wright. The Nevr Men of Power. New York: Har
court, Brace, and World, 1954. 

White Collar. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1951. 

Minnis, Mhyra, and Cartwright, Walter. Sociological Per
spectives. Dubuque, Iowa: William C. Brown Company, 
1968. 



93 

Myrdal, Gunnar. An American Dilemma. New York: Harper 
and Brothers, 194 4. 

Niebuhr, H. Richard. The Kingdom of God in America. New 
York: Harper Brothers, 1937. 

Proshansky, Harold, and Seidenberg, Bernard. Basic Studies 
in Social Psychology. New York: Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston, 1965. 

Riessman, Frank. The Culturally Deprived Child. New York: 
Harper and Row, 196 2. 

Rogoff, Natalie. Recent Trends in Occupational Mobility. 
New York: Free Press, 1953. 

Rossi, Peter H. Why Families Move, Glencoe, Illinois: 
Free Press, 1962, 

Selltiz, Clair; Jahoda, Marie; Deutsch, Morton; and Cook, 
Stuart. Research Methods in Social Relations. New 
York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1963. 

Shibutani, Tamotsu; and Kwan, Kian, Ethnic Stratification, 
New York: Macmillan Company, 1965, 

Smelser, Neil J,, and Lipset, Seymour M, Social Structure 
and Mobility in Economic Development. Chicago: 
Aldine Publishing Company, 1964. 

Smith, G. Milton. A Simplified Guide to Statistics. 
Third Ed. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 196 2. 

Sorokin, Pitirim. Social and Cultural Mobility. Glencoe, 
Illinois: Free Press, 1959. 

Sutherland, Edwin. White Collar Crime. New York: Dryden 
Press, 1949. 

Tripodi, Tony; Fellin, Phillip; and Meyer, Henry J. The 
Assessment of Social Research. Itasca, Illinois: 
F. E. Peacock Publishers, 1969. 

Warner, J. Lloyd, et al. Social Class in America. New 
York: Harper and Rowe'̂ Ĵ  Inc. , 1949. 

Webster, Staten. Knowing the Disadvantaged. San Fran
cisco: Chandler Publishing Company, 1966. 



94 

Understanding the Problems of the Disadvantaged. 
San Francisco: Chandler Publishing Company, 1966. 

Williams, Robin. American Society. New York: Alfred 
Knopf, 19 51. • 

Periodicals 

Abrahamson, Stephen. "Our Status System and Scholastic 
Rewards," Journal of Educational Sociology, XXV 
(April, 1952), 441-450. 

Adams, Stuart. "Trends in Occupational Origins of Physi
cians," American Sociological Review, XVIII (August, 
1953), 404-410. 

Asard, W., and others. "Economic Base and Structure of 
the Urban-Metropolitan Region," American Sociological 
Review, XVIII (June, 1953), 317-321.. 

Bell, Wendell, and Force, Maryanne T. "Urban Neighborhood 
Types and Participation in Formal Associations," Amer
ican Sociological Review, XXI (February, 1956), 25-34. 

Berelson, Bernard. "Democratic Theory and Public Opinion," 
Public Opinion Quarterly, XVI (Fall, 1952), 313-330. 

Bierstedt, Robert. "An Analysis of Social Power," Ameri
can Sociological Review, XV (December, 1950) , 730-738. 

Blau, Peter M. "Social Mobility and Interpersonal Rela
tions," American Sociological Review, XXI (June, 1926), 
290. 

Bloom, R. "Race and Social Class as Separate Factors Re
lated to Social Environment," American Journal of 
Sociology, LXX (January, 1965), 471-476. 

Bordus, David. "Educational Aspirations and Parental Stress 
in College," Social Forces, XXXVIII (March, 1960), 262-
269. 

Bowen, D. R. "Deprivation, Mobility, and Orientation Toward 
Protest of the Urban Poor," American Behaviorial Soci
ology, XI (March, 1968), 20-24. 

Brien, A. "Peck Back in Anger," New Statesman, LXXIV (July, 
21, 1967), 83-84. 



95 

Brodie, Donald Q., and Suchman, Edward A. "Socioeconomic 
Status, Students' Evaluations and Educational Desires," 
Social Science Quarterly, IL, No. 2 (September, 1968), 
253. 

Centers, Richard. "Children of the New Deal: Social Strat
ification and Adolescent Attitudes," International 
Journal of Opinion and Attitude Research, IV (Fall, 
1950), 315-335. 

. "Class Consciousness of the American Woman," In-
ternational Journal of Opinion and Attitude Research, 
III (Fall, 1949), 399-408. 

Clark, Robert E. "Psychoses, Income and Occupational Pres
tige," American Journal of Sociology, LIV (March, 1949), 
433-440";̂  

Cohen, Elizabeth. "Parental Factors in Educational Mobil
ity," Sociology of Education, XXXVIII (Fall, 1965), 
424. ' 

Davis, Kingsley, and Moore, W. E. "Some Principles of 
Stratification," American Sociological Review, X (April, 
1945), 242-249. 

Deeg, M. E., and Peterson, D. G. "Changes in Social Status 
of Occupations," Occupations, XXV (January, 1947), 205-
208. 

Deyrup, F. J. "Social Mobility as a Major Factor in Eco
nomic Development," Social Science Research, XXXIV 
(Summer, 1967), 333-46. 

Duncan, Beverly, and Duncan, Otis Dudley. "Minorities and 
the Process of Stratification," American Sociological 
Review, XXXIII, No. 3 (June, 1968), 356-364. 

Dye, T. R. "City-Suburban Social Distance and Public Pol
icy," Social Forces, XLIV (Spring, 1965), 100-106. 

Dynes, Russell; Clarke, Alfred C ; and Deniz, Simon. 
"Levels of Occupational Aspiration," American Socio
logical Review, XXI (April, 1956), 212-215. 

Eisenstadt, S. N. "Conditions of Communicative Receptivity," 
Public Opinion Quarterly, XVII (Fall, 1953), 363-374, 



96 

Elazar, p. J. "Urban Problems and Federal Government," 
Political Science Quarterly, LXXXII (December, 1967), 
505-525. ~ ' ' 

Ellis, Evelyn. "Upward Social Mobility Among Unmarried 
Career V7omen," Am.erican Sociological Review, XVII 
(October, 1952)', 558-563. ~" 

Ellis, R. A., and Lane, W. C. "Social Mobility and Social 
Isolation," American Sociological Review, XXXII 
(April, 1967), 237-253. ' 

Empey, LeMar T. "Social Class and Occupational Aspiration," 
American Sociological Review, XXI (December, 1956) 
703-709. 

Fanelli, Alexander. "Extensiveness of Comjnunication Con
tacts and Perceptions of the Community," American 
Sociological Review, XXI (August, 1956), 439-445. 

Goldschmidt, Walter R. "America's Social Classes: Is 
Equality a Myth?" Commentary, X (August, 1950), 175-
181. 

Goldstein, S., and Mayer, K. B. "Impact of Migration on 
Socio-Economic Structure of Cities and Suburbs," 
Social Science Research (October, 1965), 5-23. 

Goode, E. "Social Class and Church Participation," Amer-
ican Journal of Sociology, LXXII (July, 1966), 102-
TTT. 

Goodman, L. A. "On the Statistical Analysis of Mobility 
Tables," American Journal of Sociology, LXX (May, 1965), 
564-585.• 

Gordon, Milton M. "Social Class in American Sociology," 
American Journal of Sociology, LV (November, 1949), 
262-268. 

Gross, Llewellyn. "The Use of Class Concepts in Sociolog
ical Research," American Journal of Sociology, LIV 
(March, 1949) , 409. 

Hagedorn, Robert, and Labovitz, Sanford. "Participation in 
Community Associations by Occupation: A Test of Three 
Theories," American Sociological Review, XXXIII, No. 2 
(April, 1968), 272-283. 



97 

Hare, N. "Recent Trends in the Occupational Mobility of 
Negroes, 1930-1960," Social Forces, XLIV (December, 
1965), 166-173. 

Hatt, Paul. "Occupation and Social Stratification," Ameri
can Journal of Sociology, LV (May, 1950), 533-544. 

Hatt, Paul K. "Stratification in the Mass Society," Ameri
can Sociological Review, XV (April, 1950), 216-222. 

Hertzler, J.. 0. "Some Tendencies Toward a Closed Class 
System in the United States," Social Forces, XXX 
(March, 1952), 313-323. 

Hetzler, Stanley. "An Investigation of the Distinctiveness 
of Social Classes," American Sociological Review, 
XVIII (October, 1953), 493-497. 

Hodge, Robert W. , and Treiman, Donald J. "Social Participa
tion and Social Status," American Sociological Review, 
XXXIII, No. 5 (October, 1968), 722-739. 

Hopkins, R. J. "Occupational and Geographic Mobility in 
Atlanta, 1870-1896," Journal of Sociology and History, 
XXXIV (May, 1968), 200-213. 

Hoult, Thomas F. "Economic Class Consciousness in American 
Protestantism," American Sociological Review, XV 
(February, 1950), 97-100. 

Hyman, Herbert H. "The Relation of the Reference Group to 
Judgments of Status," Class Status and Power (1953), 
263-270. 

Johnson, E. S. "Social Classes as Fact and Perspective in 
the Social Sciences," School Review, LX (April, 1952), 
203-212. 

Keller, Suzanne, and Zovalloni. "Ambition and Social Class, 
A Respecification," Social Forces, XLIII (October, 
1964), 58-70. 

Knupfer, Genevieve. "Portrait of the Underdog," Public 
Opinion Quarterly, XI (Spring, 1947), 103-114, 

Labov, W. "Effect of Social Mobility of Linguistic Behav
ior," International Journal of American Linguistics, 
XXXIII (October, 1967), 58-75, 



98 

Lane, Angela, "Occupational Mobility in Six Cities," 
American Sociological Review, XXXIII, No. 5 (October, 
iyb«) , 740-749. 

Lenski, Gerhard. "Social Participation and Status Crystal
lization," American Sociological Review, XXI (August, 
1956), 458-46T: ; 

Litwak, Eugene. "Occupational Mobility and Extended Family 
Cohesion," American Sociological Review, XXV (February, 
1960), 9-21": — ~ 

Lopreato, J. "Social Mobility in Italy," American Journal 
of Sociology, LXXI (November, 1965), 311-314. 

"Upward Social Mobility and Political Orienta
tion," American Sociological Review, XXXII (August, 
1967), 586-592. 

McGinnis, R. "Stockastic Model of Social Mobility," Ameri
can Sociological Review, XXXIII (October, 1968), 712-

Mack, Raymond. "Housing as an Index of Social Class," So
cial Forces, XXIX (May, 1951), 391-400. 

Martin, Walter T. "Some Socio-Psychological Aspects of Ad
justment to Residence Location in the Rural-Urban 
Fringe," American Sociological Review, XVIII, No. 3 
(June, 1953), 248-253. 

Matras, J. "Social Mobility and Social Structure," Ameri
can Sociological Review, XXXII (August, 1967), 608-14. 

Merton, Robert. "The Role of the Intellectual in Public 
Bureaucracy," Social Forces, XXIII (May, 1945), 404-
415. 

Mills, C. Wright. "The Competitive Personality," Partisan 
Review, XIII (September - October, 1946), 433-441. 

. "The Middle Classes in Middle Size Cities," 
Ajnerican Sociological Review, XI (October, 1946), 520-
529. 

Moore, Harrington, Jr. "The Relation Between Social Strat
ification and Social Control," Sociometry, V (August, 
1942), 230-250. 



99 

Mulligan, Raymond. "Social Mobility and Higher Education," 
Journal of Educational Sociology, XXV (April, 1952), 
476-487. 

Murray, M. "Masochism and the Middle Class," Twentieth 
Century, CLXXIII (Spring, 1965), 101-104. 

Porter, John. "The Future of Upward Mobility," American 
Sociological Review, XXXIII, No. 1 (February, 1968), 
5-14 . 

Price, Daniel 0. "Occupational Changes Among Whites and 
Non V7hites," Social Science Quarterly, IL, No. 3 
(December, 1968), 563. 

Purdue Opinion Panel, "Teenage Personality in Our Culture." 
Report of Poll No. 32 (May, 1952), Purdue University, 
Lafayette, Indiana (Mimeographed) . 

Reisman, D. "Notes on Meritology," Daedalus (Summer, 1967), 
897-908. 

Reissman, Leonard. "Class, Leisure, and Social Participa
tion," American Sociological Review, XIX (February, 
1954), 76-85. 

Rhodes, Lewis. "Anomia, Aspiration and Status," Social 
Forces, XLII (December, 1963), 205-215. 

Schietinger, E. F. "Racial Succession and Value of Small 
Residential Properties," American Sociological Review, 
XVI (1951), 832-837. 

Schnore, L. F. "Separation of Home and Work: A Problem 
for Human Ecology," Social Forces, XXXII (May, 1954), 
336-343. 

Scott, J. C , Jr. "Membership and Participation in Vol
untary Organizations," American Sociological Revievr, 
XXII (June, 1957), 315-326. 

Segal, D. F., and Knoke. "Social Mobility, Status Incon
sistence and Partisan Realignment in the United 
States," Social Forces (December, 1968), 154-157. 

Sewell, William H., and Shah, Vimal. "Parents Education 
and Children's Educational Aspirations and Achieve
ments," American Sociological Review, XXXIII, No. 2 
(April, 1968), 191-209. 



100 

Sevrell, William H.; Haller, Archie; and Straus, Murray. 
"Social Status and Educational and Occupational As
piration," American Sociological Review, XXII (Febru
ary, 1957), 67-73. 

Shibutani, Tamotsu. "Reference Groups as Perspectives," 
American Journal of Sociology, LX (May, 1955), 562-
569":̂  — 

Shuval, Judith T. "Class and Ethnic Correlates of Casual 
Neighboring," American Sociological Review, XXI 
(August, 1956)7^453-458. 

Sjoberg, Gideon. "Are American Social Classes Becoming 
More Rigid?" American Sociological Review, XVI 
(December, 1951), 775-783. 

Spongier, J. J. "Changes in Income Distribution and Social 
Stratification: A Note," American Journal of Sociology, 
LIX (November, 1953), 247-2W: ^ 

. "Population, Pressure, Housing and Habitat," 
Law and Contemporary Problems, XXXII (Spring, 1967), 
191-208. 

Stephenson, Richard M. "Mobility Orientation and Stratifi
cation of 1,000 Ninth Graders," American Sociological 
Review, XXII (April, 1957), 204-212. 

Sturdivant, Frederick, and Wilhelm, Walter. "Poverty, Mi
norities and Consumer Exploitation," Social Science 
Quarterly, IL, No. 3 (December, 1968), 643. 

Thernstrom, S. "Notes on the Historical Study of Social 
Mobility," Comparative Studies in Sociology and His
tory, X (January, 1968), 162-172. 

Tumin, Melvin. "Some Principles of Stratification: A 
Critical Analysis," American Sociological Review, 
XVIII (August, 1953), 387-394. 

Wiley, N. F. "Ethnic Mobility Trap and Stratification The
ory," Social Problems, XV (Fall, 1957), 147-159. 

Wirth, Louis. "Housing as a Field of Sociological Research," 
American Sociological Review, XII, No. 2 (April, 1947), 
137+. 



101 

Unpublished Work 

Churchill, H. H., with Featherston, J. B,, and Kimball, 
J. R. "Impact Study, Amarillo Air Force Base," Govern
ment Contract DACA47-68-C-0057, Fort Worth, Texas, 1968 

Edgley, Charles K. "Correlates of Dissatisfaction in an Ur
ban Relocation Project," Unpublished M.A. thesis, 
Texas Technological College, 1966, 

Pendleton, Jr,, William W, "Middle Class Mobility and 
Values: A study of the Urban-Industrial Transition 
in Call, Colombia," Unpublished Ph,D, dissertation, 
Tulane University, 1965, 

Peterson, James H,, and Lauderdale, Michael L, "West Texas 
Community Action Feasibility Study," prepared by Com
munity Research and Development Systems, Inc., Vol. 1, 
2, 3, Fort Worth, Texas, 196 8, 

Turner, Ronny Edwin, B.D, "Correlates of Automobile Tax 
Delinquency," Unpublished M.A, thesis, Texas Techno
logical College, 1965. 

Amarillo Chamber of Commerce, Amarillo Building, Amarillo, 
Texas. 



APPENDIXES 

A. Questionnaire 

B. Map of Amarillo 

C. Mortgage Application 

D. Index of Social Position 

E. Possible Housing Program 

F. Correspondence 



103 

APPENDIX A 

Date No. 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

Name Address 

1, Number living in Dwelling 2. Race 

Occupation 

1. Occupation: Father Mother^ 

2. Occupation when moved in: Father Mother_ 

3. Has income increased since move to present house? 

Yes No 

Housing 

1. Dwelling: Frame Brick Combination B̂rick_ 

2. Was this a foreclosure purchase? Yes No 

3. Do you: Own Rent Lease 

4. Date when moved in 5. Monthly Payment $ 

6. Number of Rooms 7. Any improvements made? 

Yes No 

8. Any home furnishings bought? Yes No Yard Equip? 

Yes No 

9. Former Address: 

10. Former Residence: Frame Brick Combination Brick_ 

11. Former Residence: Own Rent Lease 

12. Former Residence: Monthly Payments $ 

13. Number of Rooms? ^ 
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Education 

1. Highest Grade reached: Father Mother 

Oldest Child Next Oldest Child Next Oldest 

2. On Job training: Father Mother 

Oldest Child_ Next Oldest Child 

3. Attended Adult Education Classes? Father 

Mother Oldest Child Next Oldest Child 

Voluntary Participation 

A. Neighborhood: 

1. Do you know your neighbors? (in same block?) 

Very Well Well Fair Slightly None_ 

2. Knew neighbors at former residence? 

Very Well Well Fair Slightly None_ 

3. Do you like your neighbors? 

Very Well Well Fair Slightly None__ 

4. Did you like your neighbors at former residence? 

Very Well Well Fair Slightly None_ 

5. Do you visit with neighbors here? 

Frequently Occasionally Rarely None_ 

6. Did you visit with neighbors at former residence? 

Frequently Occasionally Rarely None 

7. Where do your best friends live? 

8. What do you like about this neighborhood? 
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B. Church 

1. Member of a church? Father: Yes No Mother: Yes ^No_ 

Oldest Child: Yes N̂o ^Next Oldest Child: Yes N̂o 

2. Attend church worship services? 

Father: Frequently ^Occasionally ^Rarely N̂one 

Mother: Frequently ^Occasionally Rarely N̂one 

Oldest Child: Frequently ^Occasionally ^Rarely N̂one 

Next Oldest: Frequently Occasionally Rarely None 

3. Did you attend church services while at former residence? 

Father: Frequently ^Occasionally Rarely N̂one 

Mother: Frequently Occasionally Rarely None 

Oldest Child: Frequently Occasionally ^Rarely None 

Next Oldest: Frequently ^Occasionally Rarely N̂one 

4. Participate in other church activities? 

Father: Yes No Mother: Yes No 

Oldest Child: Yes No Next Oldest Child: Yes No 

5. Did you participate in other church activities at 

former residence? 

Father: Yes No Mother: Yes No 

Oldest Child: Yes No Next Oldest Child: Yes No__ 

C. P. T. A. 

1. Do you attend P. T. A. meetings and activities? 

Yes No 

2. Did you attend P. T. A. activities at former residence? 

Yes No 

3. Do you like the nearby school? Why? Why not? 
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^D. Please name other community activities your family par

ticipates in such as Lodge, Scouts, dance clubs, etc. 

- E. What hopes and plans to you have for the future? 
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APPENDIX C Form Approved 

Budg.t Bur.au No.63-R1 062.2 

U. S.DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
FEDERAL HOUSING ADMINISTRATION 

MORTGAGEE'S APPLICATION FOR MORTGAGOR APPROVAL 
AND COMMITMENT FOR MORTGAGE INSURANCE UNDER 

THE NATIONAL HOUSING ACT 
• SEC. 203(b) n S E C . 

' • MORTGAGEE • Name, Addr . . . tk Zip Cod. 

r' 
(Please Type) 

1 

L 
(Please locate address within corner marks) J 

2. FHA C o . No. 

3. PROPERTY ADDRESS 

4. MORTGAGORS: 

Husband 

Wife 

Address 

Age 

Age 

Married Yrs . 
No. of 

Dependents 

Co*Mortgagor(s) Age(s) 

MORTGAGE 

A P P L I E D FOR 

Mortcage 
Amount 

Interest 
Rate 

No. of 
months 

Monthly Payment 
Pr incipal flilntereii 

PURPOSE OF LOAN: 

Mortgagor wi l l b«:. . . 

Finance Constr. 

I I on Own Land 

I I Occupant 

Finance 

I I Purchase 

I I Landlord 

Refinance 

I I Exist . Loon 

I [Builder 

Finance Impr. 

I I to Exist . Prop. 

I I Escrow Commit, Mortgagor 

; m Other 

E M P L O Y M E N T 

Husband's occupation 

Employer's name & address 

Wife's occupation 

Employer's nome & address 

yVars employed . 

.yeors employed 

MONTHLY INCOME 

Husbond's base poy $ . 

Other Earnings (explain) 

Wife's bose pay 

Other Earnings (explain) 

Gross Income, Reol Estate 

Other (explain) 

$ . 

10. PREVIOUS MONTHLY HOUSING EXPENSE 

Mortgage poyment or rent { 

Fire Insuronce 

Taxes, special assessments 

MointenorKe _ 

Heat & Uti l i t ies 

Other (explain) __ 
T O T A L $ 

n. PREVIOUS MONTHLY F I X E D CHARGES 

Federal, State & Local income taxes $ 

Prem. for S Life Insurance 

Social Security & Retirement Payments 

Installment account payments 

Operating Expenses, other Real Estate 

Other (explain) 
T O T A L $ 

12. 

Cosh accounts 

ASSETS FOR CLOSING 

Marketable securities 

Other (explain) 

OTHER ASSETS 

Cosh deposit on purchose 

Other (explain) 

(A) TOTAL $ 

13. L I A B I L I T I E S 

Automobile. $ 

Debts, other Reol Estate 

Life Insurance Loans 

Notes payable 

Credit Union 

Retail accounts 

Monthly FViyt. Unpd. Bol. 

$ 

(B) TOTAL S TOTAL $ 
14. FUTURE MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
(0) Principal & Interest $ . 

(b) FHA Mortgage Insurance Premium 

(c) Ground rent (Leasehold only) 

(d) T O T A L DEBT SERVICE (o f b + e ) 

(e) Fire Insurance 

(f) Taxes, special assessments 

(g) T O T A L M T G . P A Y T . ( d * ^ e f f ) . 

(h) Maintenance 

(i) Heot & uti l i t ies 

(1) T O T A L HSG. EXPENSE ( g * h + i ) . 

(k) Other recurring charges (e»p!oin) 

(I) T O T A L F I X E D P A Y T . ( i f k) $ . 

1 6 . Do you own otK.r r 

UReal Estot. *--

Unpoid Bel. S 

15. S E T T L E M E N T REQUIREMENTS 

(0) Existing debt (Refinoncing only) $ 

(b) Sole price (Reolty only) 

(c) Repoirs & Improvements 

(d) Closing Costs 

(e) T O T A L (o + b + e + d) 

(f) Mortgage amount 

(g) Mortgagor's required investment(e-f) 

(h) Prepayable enpenses 

(i) Non-realty & other items 

(i) T O T A L R E Q U I R E M E N T S ( g - h + i ) 

(k) Amt.pd. [ 'cosh ] [Other (explain) 

(1) Amt.to be pd.T^] cosh Q n Other (explain), . . . . . 

(m)Tot. ossets OYOiloble for closing (12(A)) J . 

v.. L . J ' 
Is it to 
be told ^ 
Address 

_ J Y . S [ _ 2 ] N O FHA O- V A Mige. [ ^ Yei N o Sol.« P r . c . $ 

Lender 

Ong.Mlg.Aml. { 
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APPENDIX D 

Abridged Index of Social Position 

August Hollingshead 

IV. Clerical and Sales Workers, Technicians, and Owners 
of Little Business (Value under $6,000) 

A. Clerical and Sales Workers 

Bank Clerks and Tellers 
Bill Collectors 
Bookkeepers 
Business Machine Oper
ators, Office 

Claims Examiners 
Clerical or 
Stenographic , 

Conductors, R. R. 
Employment Interviewers 
Factory Storekeepers 
Factory Supervisors 

B. Technicians 

Dental Technicians 
Draftsmen 
Driving Teachers 
Expediter, Factory 
Experimental Tester 
Instructors, Telephone 
Co., Factory 

Inspectors, VJeights, 
Sanitary 

Investigators 
Inspectors, R. R. 
Factory 

Laboratory Technicians 
Locomotive Engineers 

Post Office Clerks 
Route Managers 
Sales Clerks 
Sergeants and Petty 
Officers 

Military Services 
Shipping Clerks 
Supervisors, Utilities, 
Factories 

Toll Station Super
visors 

Warehouse Clerks 

Operators, I.B.M. 
Proofreaders 
Safety Supervisors 
Supervisors of Main
tenance 

Technical Assistants 
Telephone Co., Super
visors 

Timekeepers 
Tower Operators, R. R 
Truck Dispatchers 
Window Trimmers 

(Store) 

C. Owners of Little Business ($3,000-$6,000) 

Flower Shop 
Grocery 

Newstand 
Tailor Shop 
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D. Farm Owners ($10,000-$20,000) 

V. Skilled Manual Employees 

A. Skilled Workers 

Auto Body Repairs 
Bakers 
Barbers 
Blacksmiths 
Bookbinders 
Boilermakers 
Brakemen, R. R. 
Brewers 
Bulldozer Operators 
Butchers 
Cabinet Makers 
Cable Splicers 
Carpenters 
Casters (Founders) 
Cement Finishers 
Cheese Makers 
Chefs 
Compositors 
Diemakers 
Diesel Shovel 

Operators 
Electricians 
Engravers 
Exterminators 
Fitters, Gas Steam 
Firemen, City 
Firemen, R. R. 
Foremen, Construction 
Gardners, Landscape 

(Trained) 
Glassblowers 
Glasiers 
Gunsmiths 
Gauge Makers 
Hair Stylists 
Heat Treaters 
Horticulturists 
Linemen, Utility 
Linotype Operators 
Lithographers 
Locksmiths 
Loom Fixers 
Machinists (Trained) 
Maintenance Foremen 

Linoleum Layers 
(Trained) 

Masons 
Masseurs 
Mechanics (Trained) 
Millwrights 
Moulders (Trained) 
Painters 
Paperhangers 
Patrolmen, R. R. 
Pattern and Model Maker 
Piano Builders 
Piano Tuners 
Plumbers 
Policemen, City 
Postmen 
Printers 
Radio, T. V., Mainten
ance (Trained) 

Repairmen, Home 
Appliances 

Rope Splicers 
Sheetmetal Workers 

(Trained) 
Shipsmiths 
Shoe Repairmen 

(Trained) 
Stationary Engineers 

(Trained) 
Stewards, Club 
Switchmen, R. R. 
Tailors (Trained) 
Teletype Operators 
Toolmakers 
Track Supervisors, 

R. R. 
Tractor-Trailer Trans. 
Typographers 
Upholsters (Trained) 
Watchmakers 
Weavers 
Welders 
Yard Supervisors, R. R. 
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B. Small Farmers 

Owners (Under $10,000) Tenants who ov/n farm 
equipment 

VI Machine Operators and Sem.i-Skilled Employees 

A. Semi-skilled Workers 

Fillers 
Order 

Aides, Hospital 
Apprentices, Electricians, 

Printers, Steamfitters, 
Toolmakers 

Assembly Line Workers 
Bartenders 
Bingo Tenders 
Bridge Tenders 
Building Superintendents, 

(Cust.) 
Bus Drivers 
Checkers 
Coin Machine 
Cooks, Short 
Delivery Men 
Drewwmakers, Machine 
Elevator Operators 
Enlisted Men, Military 
Services 

Filers, Benders, Buffers 
Foundry Workers 
Garage and Gas Station 
Assistants 

Greenhouse Workers 
Guards, Doorkeepers, 
Watchmen 

Hairdressers 
Housekeepers 
Meat Cutters and Packers 
Meter Readers 
Operators, Factory Machine 
Oiler, R. R. 
Practical Nurses 

Pressers, Clothing 
Pump Operators 
Receivers and Checkers 
Roofers 
Set-Up Men, Factories 
Shapers 
Signalmen, R. R. 
Solderers, Factory 
Sprayers, Paint 
Metalworkers 

(not skilled) 
Strippers, Rubber 
Factory 

Taxi Drivers 
Tasters 
Timers 
Tire Moulders 
Trainmen, R. R. 
Stranders, Wire Machine 
Truck Drivers, General 
Waiters-Waitresses 

("Better Places") 
Weighers 
Welders, Spot 
Winders, Machine 
Wine Bottlers 
Wood Workers, Machine 
Wrappers, Stores, 
Factories 

Wiredrawers, Machine 

B. Farmers 

C. Smaller Tenants Who Own Little Equipment 



VII. Unskilled Employees 

A, Unskilled Workers 

112 

Amusement Park Workers 
(Bowling Alleys, Pool 
Rooms) 

Ash Removers 
Attendants, Parking Lots 
Cafeteria Workers 
Car Cleaners, R. R. 
Car Helpers, R. R. 
Carriers, Coal 
Countermen 
Dairy Workers 
Deck Hands 
Domestic 
Laundry Workers 
Messengers 
Platform Men, R. R. 
Peddlers 
Roofers' Helpers 
Shirt Folders 
Shoe Shiners 
Sorters, Rag and 

Salvage 
Stagehands 

Farm Helpers 
Fishermen (Clam 

Diggers) 
Freight Handlers 
Garbage Collectors 
Grave Diggers 
Hog Carriers 
Hog Killers 
Hospital Workers, 
Unspecified 

Mostlers, R. R. 
Janitors (Sweepers) 
Laborers, Construction 
Laborers, Unspecified 
Stevedores 
Stock Handlers 
Street Cleaners 
Truckmen, R. R. 
Waitresses, "Hash 

Houses" 
Washers, Car 
Window Cleaners 
Relief, Public and 
Private 

Unemployed (No occu
pation) 

B. Farmers 

C. Share Croppers 
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APPENDIX E 

POSSIBLE HOUSING PROGRAM 

1. The purpose of this program is to make use of the 
empty FHA houses which are in danger of becoming a 
blight on the city and which are a grave scandal in 
light of the fact that so many of our fellow Chris
tians are living in inhuman conditions. 

2. Private finance was not available for the project. 

3. The houses would be transferred from federal to local 
control. 

4. Stages in this process of transfer: 

a. The City Commission appoints a five man council 
which will be termed a Housing Authority. 

b. The Housing Authority decides to ask for a certain 
number of houses which are at present under the 
Federal Housing Administration. 

c. The Housing Assistance Agency approves of the ap
plication. 

d. Government-guaranteed bonds are sold. The money 
is used to purchase the houses from the federal 
government. The interest and principal on these 
bonds is paid each year by the government. 

e. The local housing authority decides the categories 
of persons eligible for homes, e.g., the aged, the 
blind., those retraining under our various rehabil
itation programs (Texas Vocational Rehabilitation, 
Goodwill Industries, etc.) 

f. The local housing authority sets the rate of rent 
or purchase repayment. It sets up regulations in 
regard to how the houses may be transferred to 
private ownership. If at any time a person who 
lives in a house can get some private financing, 
he may be released from under the housing author
ity restrictions. 
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SUGGESTED PROCEDURES 

RENT AND LEASE PURCHASE 

The program can be set up either as a straight rental pro
cedure or on a lease-purchase basis. A combination of the 
two procedures is possible. Lease-purchase is probably 
the best arrangement as the effort should be toward making 
the people home owners as soon as possible. 

Let us assume that the authority sets an average payment 
of $45 per month. Four dollars and fifty cents can be set 
aside for administration purposes. The remainder of the 
money could be split - $20 going to a reserve fund for the 
householder, and $20 going to a reserve fund for the hous
ing authority. 

The money set aside for the housing authority could be used 
for payment to the city in lieu of taxes and for the up
grading of the area (trees, lights, paving, etc.) Also to 
cover the cost of insurance on each dwelling. The $20 set 
aside for the householder's reserve fund would be used as 
an incentive to him to keep his house in good repaid. If 
he does the repair work himself, then the money would re
main in reserve to pay on the house at such time as he be
comes eligible to buy the house. If it is necessary to 
make repairs, remove rubbish, etc . . . then that person's 
own reserve fund woLild be used to pay the cost. 
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HOME^ OWNERSHIP, TRAINING AND F0LL0V7-UP COUNSELING 

Good training and follow-up procedures are at the 
basis of any successful program. The first step in this 
process is the formation of a Home Owners Association. 

1. HOME OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

Anyone who desires a home should join a Home Owners 
Association. As the majority of the people in this 
association would be those who would eventually live 
in the acquired houses they would have a keen inter
est in seeing that strong rules were drawn up and ap
plied. . . . both for the preservation of the houses 
and the preservation of the area. Such an association 
would bring the involvement v/hich will be so necessary 
to make this project- a success. It might be possible 
to organize a volunteer group among the men to help 
the women who have no men in the home to do some of 
the usual repairs. 

2. TRAINING 

The training program should have two phases: 

A. A Course in Humanism. The purpose of this would 
be to impress the people with their worth as indi
viduals and their necessary place in society. Em
phasis would be placed on what they can achieve 
as human beings. We visualize this portion as be
ing in the form of five evening conferences with 
as much participation as possible on the part of 
the people. 

B. Details of Home Ownership 

1. Home Economics. Some basics concerning the use 
of physical things in the home - cooker, heater, 
sinks, cleaning, trash, etc. Home Demonstra
tion Agency will help with this. 

2. Finance. Some instructions regarding buying -
particularly buying on credit. Better Business 
Bureau will co-operate here with both personnel 
and information brochures. 



116 

3. Maintenance. Instruction given regarding 
basic maintenance techniques - how to clear 
stopped plumbing, types of nails to use in 
walls, etc. 

4. Gardening. Discussions on how to landscape 
and keep the front and back yards. We v/ould 
like to enlist the help of the Garden Club 
here, and have some volunteers from many of 
their members to do follow-up work. 

5. Health. The Bi-County Health Department would 
give a series of lectures regarding the overall 
health program of the entire family - how to 
take the temperature of a person, etc. 

6. Legal Obligations of the Home Owner. Taxes that 
might have to be paid. Insurance and liability 
for accident, etc. 

7. Local Citizenship. Teaching the techniques of 
co-operation on a neighborhood basis. 

3. FOLLOW-UP 

We will assign people to each family on a one-to-one 
basis. The volunteer will be assigned as a friend, not 
as an instructor in the proper sense of the word. The 
task of the volunteer will be to detect at an early 
stage any problems which could become detrimental to 
the new status of the home owner. Each month we will 
receive a report from this volunteer and try to take 
care of any problems which have arisen. 

4. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MANAGEMENT AND COUNSELING 

We visualize a strict separation between the counsel
ing group. We believe that the management should be 
strong and thorough. However, we think it is impera
tive that each applicant be put through the training 
session, so the counseling service should be the first 
step. If there are any delinquencies they should be 
first reported by management to the counseling group 
to see what can be done, and other problems which man
agement is encountering should be reported to the same 
group. 
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APPENDIX F 

Julio 19, 1969 

CARTA ABIERTA AL PUBLICO 

Nosotros, ciudadamos cuyas firmas aparecen al margen in
ferior de esta PROTESTA PUBLICA insistimos en hacer publico 
nuestro disgusto con el actual estado DEMJ\GOGICO que esta 
causando un desperdicio inutil en las casas FHA, dependencia 
administrada por el Gobierno Federal. 

Existen, actualmente en Amarillo, approximadamente 800 
casas desocupadas, bajo el control de la dependencia men-
cionada. Estas casas desmerecen en valor y calidad cada 
dia que pasa, y constituyeh un perjuicio social y una 
carga inecesaria para el Gobierno, y para el publico quien 
sufraga el costo de mala administracion. Esto es un crimen 
contra la razon y contra la justicia, si se toma en cuenta 
que estas viviendas constituyen, por el hecho de estar 
vacantes, un problema, mientrasque familias de bajos sal
aries o ingresos no pueden gozar de la comodidad de una 
vivienda digna de seres humanos. 

Se alega que estas viviendas son de un nivel sub-estandard; 
y en tal caso somos muchos los miles de residentes quienes 
vivimos en codenable situacion; pues son tentos los habit-
antes que viven en casas de mas baja calidad, pagando, 
muchas beses, mas renta de la cantidad de dinero que se 
diera en pago al adquirir una vivienda. Exijimos que de un 
modo o de otro estas habitaciones se hagen inmediatamente 
accesibles a nuestra gente, en forma adecuada a sus medios. 
Es vergonzoso que en este, el pais mas rico del mundo, 
exista una situacion como la presente, especialmente, 
cuando hay los medios para remediarla. 

FHA tiene proyectada la venta du 238 viviendas a especula-
dores, y en tal forma que le resulta imposible la compra 
de estas, a individuos residentes de Amarillo, para 
utilizarlas aqui mismo. Nos oponermos a que estas casas 
sean vendidas en la forma proyectada, sin que antes sean 
suministradas las necesidades locales y las de otras centes 
de bajo nivel economico, de lugares circumvecinos. 
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Por los lotes vacantes nos se pagaran "taxes" en sime 
digna de tomarse en cuenta, ni tampoco podran vivir ob-
reros—aliciente que puede usar la Ciudad para atraer 
industria. 

Nostros, los miembros de ADELANTE, en union con el 
movimiento NAACP, y otros sectores sociales, pedimos a 
todos aquellos ciudadanos de consciencia activa, que con-
sideren su obligacion entregar a sus hijos un pais bueno, 
como lo intentaron dejarnoslo a nosotros nuestros ante-
pasados, den su apoyo y su firms. Si usted se considera 
cristiano en ejercicio de de esta ideologia—Pongalo en 
practica y demuestrelo con hechos! Dios se lo pagara! 

Matias Reveles C , Pres. Pilar Marrufo, Vice-Presidente 

Felipe Lopez, Secretario 
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February 24, 1969 

The Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Federal Housing Administration 
Washington, D.C. 20411 

Gentlemen: 

Some of the interested citizens of the Spanish-speaking 
and Anglo population, working closely with the NAACP and 
several church organizations, are writing this letter in 
regard to a serious housing problem that affects, as in 
so many instances, the poor that because of their low in
come are not able to make conventional payments on conven
tional loans. These people are thus forced into a cast 
that could properly be labeled for pariahs. 

Here in Amarillo, this situation can be corrected and the 
problem can successfully be dealt with. We understand 
this is being done in other cities in similar circum
stances as Amarillo is currently. 

There is a surplus of houses that because of the closing of 
Amarillo Air Force Base have been vacated by their previous 
owners. Now the F.H.A. has auctioned off some of these 
homes and will proceed to do the same with many more at 
very low prices. These have been sold to those who are 
able to buy them in quantity and will further speculate and 
resell them outside the city. 

We want to do everything possible to make these homes avail
able to the poor at whatever terms are best suited for 
these low income families and at no higher cost than has 
been given these above mentioned buyers. 

We do not consider it worthy of our society to have people 
living in shacks and shanties because they are not able to 
afford better while the surplus of houses is constituting 
a problem. 

We have heard of instances where some of these surplus 
houses have been made available to people of low incomes in 
Abilene, Texas, and in Anton, Texas. We hear that Father 
Rodney Howell instituted a somewhat similar program in 
Anton, Texas, with great success. We here in Amarillo are 
determined to put this project in motion and feel that you 
can help us to accomplish this act of social concern. 
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Dept. of Housing and Urban Development, cont 
February 24, 1969 

We have spoken to real estate agencies and are advised 
that there are over 800 empty homes here in Amarilo that 
are to be auctioned off and we wonder why a portion of 
these couldn't be made available to families of low in
come regardless of race, creed or color. 

Thank you for your utmost attention to this matter and we 
are most anxiously awaiting your reply. 

Very truly yours. 

Matias Reveles C. 
3811 N.E. 13th Street 
Amarillo, Texas 7910 7 


