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*^e old Northwest Ordinance of 1787 laid the 

foundation for an American empire and set the compass 

for the expansion of a new commonwealth of American 

states* It was a scheme whereby newly settled areaa 

were to be awarded, first territorial, then finally 

full-fledged statehood as these pioneer communities 

grew in wealth and population* Eventually these 

communities might aspire to take their plsce alongside 

the older states as equals. 

In the history of the expansion of our federal 

union, there is no more interesting phase than the 

struggle of pioneer settlements for the coveted status 

of an organized territory, or of full-fledged statehood. 

The history of American expansion is replete with such 

examples as the State of Franklin, the fttate of Trans

ylvania, the State of Feliciana in the region once 

known as West Florida, the Bear-Flag Republic in 

California, the State of Deseret In the region of the 

Great Basin; and finally in later years, such examples 

as the Territory of Cimarron and the State of Sequoyah 

in our own Middle Vest. In each case, there is to be 

found an attempt to set up a territorial, or a stste 

government followed by sn unsuccessful str\iggle for 

recognition from our federsl authority. 



Moat of these topics have already been subjected 

to careful study. The State of Deseret, however, 

appears to be an outstanding exception* Indeed, the 

literature relating to the history of the Mormon Church 

and the great Mormon migration to the Far West Is 

already monumental In bulk, while this unique effort 

toward state-building has received but slight attention* 

Later generations of the Mormons, themselves, appear 

to have well«-nigh forgotten the episode with which 

this thesis is concerned* Historians have usually 

dismissed the topic with a few meager paragrapha. 

This study has Involved not only a caref\il in

vestigation of public documents, such as the Congress

ional Globe and the Sessional Papers of Congress for 

the period, but also extensive research in printed 

and manuscript materials in the central library of 

the Mormon Church at Salt Lake City* 

I wish to express ay appreciation to Levi Edgar 

Young, Head of the History Department of the University 

of Utah and a grand-nephew of Brlgham Young, for 

directing me to the sources of information relative 

to this study. 

To Mr* Alvln Smith, Mormon Church librarian and 

grand-nephew of Joseph Smith, I am grateful for the 

privilege of studying and preparing notes from the 

volumes of material under his csre, much of which is 

in manuacript form* 



To Dr* Oscar A* Kinchen, Professor Of History 

at Texas Teohnological College, I am deeply grateful 

for his aid in suggesting this topic as a suitable 

one for investigation, and for his painstaking care 

in directing my work* His helpful suggestions have, 

indeed, made this study a pleasure* 

Gwindolen Jay 
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CHAPTER I 

MARCHING TO ZION 

In the early part of the 1800*8 there marched 

down the corridors of time an humble family by the 

name of Smith* The father, Joseph, and the mother, 

Lucy, were parents of ten chlldren--one of whom became 

the founder of the Mormon faith and leader of a band 

of followers who ultimately reached the end of their 

Journey and settled Utah, 

It was on December 23, 1805, in the little town 

of Sharon, Vermont, Junior was born, who was to become 

the prophet and the founder of the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Letter Day Saints, and who was to lead his 

people to Zion, The fsmily moved from Shsron, when 

Joseph was ten yesrs of age, to Palmyra, in Wayne 

County, New York. Four years later they moved again, 

this time to Manchester, New York,^ Soon after moving 

to that small town 

• . , a wave of religious excitement, of a 
character common to the period, began rolling 
over the land end camp meetings snd revivals 
were held far and near under the ausplcea of 
various Christian sects,^ 

^Orson F, Whitney, History of Utah, I, pp, 17-19* 

% . H* Bancroft, History of Utah. XXVI, p, 40. 

Whitney, 0£, clt,, p, 18* 



Joseph was disturbed by the conflicting faiths, 

and so he stood aloof, though desiring to know which 

of the churches was the true one* He continued to 

attend services, more particularly those of the 
4 

Methodist Church, to which he was somewhat partial. 

He related that one day while reading the Bible 

his eyes chanced to fall upon the fifth verse of the 

first chapter of the Epistle of James, which reads as 

follows: **If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 

God, that glveth to all men liberally, and up-braldeth 

not, and it shall be given him.**̂  The words bore heavily 

on the lad in his impresslonistic years, for he was 

then fourteen. On ?̂  bright spring morning in 1820, 

he made his way to a solitary spot in the woodland 

near his home to test the promise he had read in the 

scriptures. Finding himself alone he fell upon hia 

knees la prayer seeking knowledge. Hardly had he 

begun to pray, though, he tells us, until he felt as 

if he were seized by some power which paralyzed his 

tongue* Simultaneously s cloud of darkness encompaased 

him, filling his so\il with horror and presaging instant 

destruction* So real were his sensations that he felt 

as if he were in the presence of some actual though 

*"Joseph Smith's Own Story*, Extracts from the 
History of Joseph Smith, pp. 3-4* 

^Ibid *, p. 5. 



unseen personage* Just as all hope seemed to vanish, 

he saw a pillar of light descending from heaven of 

sueh brilliance ss to obscure the noonday sun* The 

pillar gradually fell until it rested on the prostrate 

youth, who momenterlly felt deliverec from the Influence 

that had held him* In the midst of the pillar were 

*'two personages of ineffable glory,** one of whom said, 

pointing to the other, **Thi8 is my beloved son; hear 

him,"6 Then the boy Joseph asked which of the religious 

sects was the true one and which he should join. The 

reply was that none was right; that their creeds were 

an abomination and their professors corrupt; that 

they had **a form of godliness but denied the power 

thereof.* The boy Joseph lay quiet upon his back, 
7 

his eyes still fixed upon the fading apparition. 

The lad*s account of his experience created no 

small sensation in the community. **Some were amazed, 

some merely amused, while others were horror-stricken 

at ita blasphemy.*® But Joseph stoutly insisted upon 

the truth of his statements. Gradually prejudice in

creased and three years paased, during which time he 

was isolated from religious society* 

^Ibid *, p* 6* 

"̂ Whitney, ££* clt., pp. 20-21. 

®Ibid.. p. 24. 



Then another vision came to young Joseph. This 

time he had gone to bed and had hardly begun to pray 

when a suffusing light filled his room. In the midst 

of the light wss a figure who announced himself *the 

angel Moroni--a messenger from God** Joseph maintained 

that the angel made three distinct visits to his bed

side during the night» each time repeating the in

structions of his first visit. Among other things, 

he was shown the location of a record written upon plates 

of gold, which gave an account of an ancient race that 

had inhabited the region about the Great Lakes. He 

was told of an instrument called the Urim and Thummlm--

two stones set in a silver bow and fastened to a 

breastplate* These articles had been deposited with 

the plates, in order to provide a means for the 

letter's translation* The angel discoursed upon the 

restoration of the Gospel anc the Priesthood, the 

establishing of the Messiah's latter-day kingdom, 

and the ushering in of the millennium* When the 

angel's last appearance was made, the first faint 

streaks of dawn shot over the horizon* From loss of 

sleep Joseph was unable to work in his father's field 

the next day. Attempting to return to the house, he 

fell unconscious to the ground* Then Moroni visited 

him for the fourth time, and commanded him to tell 

his father all* He did, and his father believed* 



Joseph further related that he followed Moroni's 

instructions and found those things of which the angel 

had spoken* When the youth attempted to take them 

from their hiding place, the heavenly messenger again 

appeared and told Joseph to let the plates resmin 

where they were until four years should expire, during 

which time he was to lead a godly life, and return 

once each year to the spot for further teachings* It 

is said that Joseph kept the charge that he went every 

year on the twenty-second of each September to the hill 

Cumorah ss he had been directed* Finally, at the end 

of the fourth year, feptember 22, 1827, the angel-

custodian of the plates snd Instrument of translation 

delivered them into Joseph's keeping*^ 

According to the new teachings, Moroni living 

in the flesh waa the last of a line of prophets who 

worked among a people called Nephites that lived on 

the North American continent* He was the ssn of 

Mormon, who was s Nephite prophet, end whose record 

had lain on Cumorah Hill for fourteen centuries* 

The plates were translrted and the Book of Mormon 

cams into existence* On April 6, 1830, at Fsyette, 

Seneca County, in New York, the firat church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter Day Saints wss established, consisting 

^"Joseph Smith's Own Story,* 0£* clt*. pp. 13-15* 

nlVhltney, 0£* clt*, pp* 26-87. 
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Of six members. Converts were soon made at Colesvllle. 

Palmyra, Manchester, and Canaan, in New York; at Harmony, 

in Pennsylvania; and Independence in Missouri* 

Thus the foundetion was laid upon which was later 

to develop s full-grown organization, deatined to 

exert a profound influence upon the developments with 

which this thesis Is concerned. 

Converts Increased, and Joseph designated 

Independence, Jackson County, Missoiuri, as the '̂ Center 

Stake of Zion.* While settlements were being made, 

difficulties with the *Gentlles* were encountered, 

and the Mormons were forced to move onward* Some of 

the earliest disturbancea occurred in Kirtland, Ohio, 

and again in Independence, Missouri* From the latter 

place the Mormons were expelled. They found refuge 

in other Missouri coxmtles until in the winter of 

1838 and 1839 they were forced to leave Missouri al

together. Bloodshed and mob violence played their 

stellar role* 

In Kirtlsnd, Ohio, too, hostilities were Invofted 

end many of the leaders of the church were made 

prisoners, slong with Joseph himself, on charge of 

treason. The followers of Mormonlsm would have been 

sheep without a shepherd hed it not been for the 

leadership of Brlgham Young, who conducted his people 

Captain Stansbury, Exploration and iurvey of 
the Valley of the Great Salt Lake, p. T5i. 



to a temporary resting place on the east bank of the 

Mississippi River in Illinois* 

Brlgham Young was born June 1, 1801, Wlndhsm 

County, Vermont* He was the ninth child in a family 

of eleven, of moderate means. At the age of three his 

family moved to New York* Thereafter they removed 

several times, until finally Brlgham came in contact 

with the Book of Mormon snd the teachings of Joseph 

Smith* Brlgham was thoroughly convinced of Joseph 

Smith's divine commission, end on April 14, 1832, with 

his friend, Heber C, Kimball, he was baptized into the 

Mormon Church at Mendon. New York* He then left for 

Kirtland, Ohio, to meet the prophet Joseph, who was 

greatly impressed by the sincerity of his new disciple* 

Later Joseph received revelations that disclosed plans 

for his people ond which were destined to be executed 

by Brlgham* So when prison doors closed behind the 

Prophet Joseph, the government of the church fell 

12 upon Brlgham's shoulders* 

And now began another painful march. It was mid

winter of 1839 when the religious army set out for 

another Zion. There was a small band of Mormons under 

the leadership of the Prophet Joseph at Quincy, Illinois, 

to which place they took themselves under the direction 

of Brlgham Young.̂ '̂  

^%ancroft, o£* clt., p, 202, 

13lbid*. pp* 155-37, 
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They finally settled on the east bank of the 

Mississippi about fifty miles above Quincy at a place 

they laid out and called Nauvoo* V̂ hen Smith escaped 

from prison, he came to the new site, and seeing its 

sdvsntages, determined to establish another "Center 

Stake of Zion*** During the winter of 1840, application 

was made to the leglsltture of Illinois for the 

following charters: **one for the city of Nauvoo, one 

for agricultural and manufacturing purposes, one for 

a university, and one for a military body celled the 

Nauvoo Legion,* which eventually numbered 4,000 men 

and constituted part of the state militia. These 

charters asked for wide privileges, but were readily 

«rant.d.l* 

Despite their reverses, prosperity came to the 

new settlers. Unmolested in this new field, their 

numbers Increased enormously, and other settlements 

were made in the state. Before the end of 1840 there 

were approximately 15,000 people living in Nauvoo* 

This number not only Included refugees from Missouri, 

but also *bellevers* from all parts of the United 

States, Canada, and Europe. They were people marching 

to the new Zion, **to the city of their Ood.*^^ 

l^Ibid., pp. 140-42* 

l^Ibld., p. 142, 



The apparent prosperity die not laat long. 

Hostilities were soon reported in seversl Illinois 

settlements wherein the gentiles, those of non-Mormon 

faith, charged the Mormons with sundry accusations. 

Conditions continued to grow ^orse until Joseph and 

his brother, Hyrum, were killed by a mob at the Carthage 
16 

Jail. Hope was held by the gentiles that all wo\ad 

be well since Joseph was out of the way. Deep shadows 

of gloom settled upon the Mormon movement, until the 

new and vigorous lesder emerged in the person of 

Brlgham Young, 

The storm between two hostile forces subsided for 

a few months only to be revived. In January of 1845, 

the Nauvoo charter was abrogated, and the mayor, to

gether with other city officials, was deposed, Conditicns 

grew steadily worse. Even the men of Quincy, their 

old friends, turned against the Saints, although not 

manifesting their hatred so passionately as in other 

settlements in the state. Nevertheless, on the 

twenty-second of September local gentiles met and 

declared it useless to continue further in toleration 

17 
of the Saints. This was typical of other meetings 

which soon led to their expulsion from the entire state 

^^. A, Linn, History of the Mormons^ pp, 301-309. 

^''Bancroft, op. clt,, p, 209* 
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of Illinois. The Mornons, too, had begun to feel 

that tbty eould not endure under such circumstances 

as then existed* Aeeordingly, the Mormons prepared 

for another march as they csst their eyes sbout for 
18 

a final resting plaee* As early as April, 1845, 

Brlgham Young had thought of leading hia sheep to 

greener pastures, for he Issued an address to President 

folk, which was sent to the governors of sll statea, 

except Missouri and Illinois, setting forth their 

previous trials, and asking for a place where they 

•Ight be allowed to settle in peace and tranquillity* 

The Mors^ns knew by winter in 1845 thst they 

mamt soon turn their backs on Nsuvoo forever* Pro

digious preparationa were made for the Journey. •'Pri

vate «aid publle houaes were converted into workshops. 

Land and houses must be eold, for the Mornnns had 

reeoived their ordere to move onward. Speculators 

seeking their share of the spoils flocked to the 

scene. But amidst the confusion the Ssints continued 

to work diligently and methodieally* 

Organised in army fashion, the first division 

left Mauvoo in February of 1846. As other divisions 

were equipped, they too, fall into line. Onward 

toward the setting sun rolled the wheels of the long 

train of wagons groaning under the hesvy burdens they 

III 1 
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^^inn, 0£. pit*, p* 357* 
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carried* Occasionally a craft was abandoned but 

its occupants marched on. 

There were musical Instruments in every company, 

and night and morning all were called to prayer at 

the sound of the bugle* As evening shadows fell, 

weary soldiers gathered about their campfires to for

get the cares of the dsy by singing, dancing, end 

story-telling. 

As they continued their exodus, their ranks were 

swelled by fresh bands, until there were sbout 3,000 

wagona, 30,000 head of cattle, many horses, mules, 

and sheep, together with chickens, geese, ducks, and 

other fowl. In July, the main body of the Saints 

resched Council Bluffs on the Missouri Fiver. It wss 

near 0»aha that they established winter quarters. By 

fall 12,000 Mormons had encamped or were on their way 

across the plains *-a migration which has no parallel 

in our history. 

It was not s pleaaant Journey for all who 

marched along* Sickness and famine accompanied those 

who were the last to leave Hancock County, Illinois. 
20 

They were the poorest and most destitute of all* 

Their wagons traveled slong with half 
frozen children, scresming and asking for 

^^Bancroft, 0£. clt*, p. 223* 

2^inn, ££. clt*, pp. 364-70* 
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bread* Hanv a mother was seen to bury her 
dead child by the wayside only regretting 
that she could not lie down with it herself 
and die in peace. The road was lined with 
graves of those who had been frost-bitten. 
Some deserted, but the main body forced them
selves onward. 

Six hundred graves were diig at winter quarters--two 

21 hundred being those for small children. 

Spring came. A call was made for volumteers of 

young, able-bodied men who would forge ahead of the 

main body'to seek a final camping place. Accordingly, 

in April, a band of 143 men, three women, and two 

children, with seventy-five wagons, 175 horses, mules, 

and oxen, with rations for six months, fax«lng tools, 

seed, end grain, manfully set out in search of a home 

beyond the Rocky Mountains* These were to be followed 

seversl weeks later by a much larger company made up 

of auoh families as could obtain the ample outfit of 

supplies and equipment considered necessary for the 

operations the first year* In an addreas to the camp 

on Sunday, April 26, 1847, Prealdent Brlgham Young 

explained hia plan for leading his people toward a 

newer Vest: 

We have set out to find a land and a 
resting place where we can serve the Lord 
in peace. We will leave some here because 
they cannot go further at present* They 
can stay here for a season and recruit, and 
by and by pack up and come on, while we go 

^^Edmond T, Olson, JJtah--Romancê , History, Tragedy, 
p. 48* 
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a little farther and lengthen out the cords 
and build a few more stakea, and so continue 
on until we ct̂ n gather all the Sainta*^^ 

Of the 4,000 at winter quartera, about one-third 

left for the Rockies between April and the middle of 

June in 1847* The remainder were occupied in culti

vating the fields, caring for cattle, and getting ready 

to resume the march as soon as their appointed tloM 

ahould arrive* 

With ox-teams and hand carts they Jotirneyed 

across the plains. They made a new road up the north 

bank of the Plette to Fort Laramie; thence they took 

the Oregon ^rall to Fort Bridger; thence they followed 

the most southerly route to the valley of the Great 

Salt Lake* On the evening of J\ay 24, 1847, they 

passed through Emigration Canyon* HerO the vanguard 

paused to behold a beautiful Salt Lake Valley, snow

capped mountains, and the brlney waters of an Inland 

sea* Here was the new Zion, and the end of a Journey* 

President Young expressed his entire satisfaction st 

the appearance of the valley as a resting place for 

the Saints* Suddenly he seemed to reslize he had 

found that for which he had been searching, for he 

^^*History of Brlgham Young*, (original MS* in 
handwriting), compiled by the authority of the Mormon 
Church and deposited in the Church Library at Salt 
Lake City, p. 151* 
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23 
said, *Enough* This is the place* Drive on*" 

Slowly they wended their way down the mountain alope 

into the valley, where they pitched their tents and 

prepared to remain for all time* 

Apostle Woodruff in describing the entrance into 

the valley states: 

This is one of the most important days 
of my life, and in the history of the Chiirch 
of Jeaus Christ of the Latter Day Sainta* After 
traveling six miles through a deep ravine ending 
with the canyon, we came in full view of the 
Velley of the Great Salt Lake; the land of 
promise, held in reserve by God ss a resting 
place for His Sainta, , , It was the grandest 
scene that we had ever beheld til thle moment* 
Pleaaant thoughts ran through our minds at the 
prospect that, not many years hence, the house 
of God would be establiahed in the mountains 
and exalted above the hi11a; while the volleys 
would be converted into orchards, vlneyerds, 
and fruitful fields, cities erected to the 
name of the Lord, and the standard of Zion 
unfurled for the gathering of nations*24 

In the autumn an expedition was sent beck to 

winter quarters to direct the way for the remaining 

Saints* They, too, found the Journey hazardous» 

Goaded with a desire to find a satisfactory refuge 

from persecution, they pushed their wsy across the 

plains and mountains. Elder Howard Egan stated: 

On our arrival among the bretheren we 
found them busily engaged in plowing end I 
2S*Joumal History*, (MS,), Saturday 24 (July-

December, 1847)* 

^^Ibid* 

-^ 
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planting potatoea* They have already plowed 
a number of acres end got considerable planted. 
Others of the bretheren are engeged in building 
a dam on the creek to turn the water on the 
land, ao as to sv^ply the leek of rain by 
i r r i g a t i o n , for which t h i s piece i s edmirably 
adapted on account of the ootay streama dea-
cending from the mountaina*26 

Here i t was that Brlgham propheaied, *We shal l make 

the desert blossom as the rose**^^ 

25ibid. 
2A 
C, C, Goodwin, History of the Bench and Bar, 

7. 



CHAPTER II 

THEOCRACY 1847*1849 

Soon after the arrival of the pioneer company, 

ground was surveyed and laid out into streets and 

squares for a large city* Anticipating Indian attacks, 

an enclosure was erected of houses made of logs and 

sun-dried bricks, opening into a large square, the 

entrance to which was defended by strong gates. The 

arrival of the emigrants, who had been left behind 

at winter quarters later necessitated the enlargement 

of the fortified enclosure* Plowing and planting con

tinued throughout the winter and spring, by which time 

a line of fence had been constructed, enclosing almost 

6,000 acres of lend, laid down in crops, and a large 
1 

tract of pasture land* 

They hed reached their Zion, and here they meant 

to stay. Some form of government was necessary so 

on August 22, 1847, a sped si conference of the Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints was held in the 

Bowery, a temporary place for public worship, on the 

site now known as Temple Block* Brlgham Young presided* 

The choir seng *Spirit of God like a Fire is Burning**, 

Wllford Woodruff led prayer, and the choir sang "From 

all that Dwell Below the Skies*. Then followed a 

^Captain Howard Stansbury, Exploretion and Survey 
of the Valley of the Great Salt Lske, p, 126, 
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business session, the minutes of which reveal the 

following items: 

1. It was necessary to have a presidency preside 

over the people* 

2. Thf̂ t there be a High Council end all other 

necessary officers be appointed for this place* 

3. Th^t they call their city *The Greet Salt Lake 

City of the Great Basin of North America.* 

4. That they call their post office "The Great 

Basin Post Office," 

5* That they name the river west of them "The 

Western Jordan," 

6* That they call the creek riinnlng through their 

camping site "City Creek", the creek south of 

camp "Mill Creek*, 

7* Red Butte Creek and Canyon Creek also received 

their names* 

This ended the first official meeting of the Sainta and 

they adjourned to meet again October 6, 1848, at the 

same piece*^ 

The pioneers went to the Greet Basin to rid them

selves of persecutions by determined enemies and to 

establish a peroaaent Zion on earth* 

^Journal History (MS,), August 22, 1847. (Minutes 
of a Special Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Letter lay Selnts held in the Bowery on Temple oiock 
in Great Salt Leke City, August 22, 1847, commencing 
et 2:00 p.m.) 
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The form of government which they edopted waa 

most peculiar, being a theocratic rule. All authority, 

whether ecclesiastical or jiioicitl, was vested in the 

leaders of the Church of Jesus C;hrist of Latter Day Saints. 

The activities of the Saints in preparing for 

economic neceasities precluded any Immedlrte con-

aideration of civil government. In fact, there was no 

need for such. The organization and institutions of 

the Church met all the requirements. For a law-making 

power, there was the High Council; for the judiciary, 

there were the ecclesiastical tribunals, namely, the 

Bishop, High Council, and the First Prealcency; for law 

enforcement, the hauvoo Legion; and for revenue, church 

tithes and offeringa. 

In order to understand more fully this ecclesiastical 

regime, it will be necessary to consider the four 

Important institutl̂ jns of the Mormon Chxirch; namely, 

the first Presidency, the Council of the I'welve Apostles, 

the High Council, and tne office of Bishop, 

The First Presidency consisted of a president 

and two counselors v>hom he chose* This body also con

stituted the Presidency of the High Prteethooc and 

was the official heed of the Church* Its euthorlty 

extended to every part of the world where there were 

members of the Church and Included supreme jurisdiction 

over ell executive, Judlclel, end legislative matters, 

both temporel ond spiritual. The Presidency, sometimes 
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T%tmrT%A to as *ths three m^^ru^, were rogardod by 

the members of the Church aa prophets, seers» and 

revelators. Since they were the vicars of the Lord, 

Himself, their offieial acta and words were rarely 

ohallonged. 

Next in order of authority etood the Couneil of 

the Twelve Apostles, ell high prieete having the keys 

of the presidency and becoming upon the death of the 

President, until a auoceasor wss desi^iated the ruling 

authority of the Church. (Brlgham Young, aa preeldent 

of thia quorum served a a head of the Church three and 

one-half yeara before he was finally sustained as 

President). When acting aa an eceleaiastieal court, 

thia body was known aa the Traveling High Council and 

had Juriadiotion over speeial caaea that might arise. 

This Council waa the higheet tribunal in the 

stake, the latter being one of the many territorial 

divisions into which the Church wee divided. The 

Council consisted of twelve regular and aix alternate 

High Priest* snd concerned itself with legislative, 

ezeoutlve, and Judicial mattera of the atake undor the 

direction of the Presidency of the three High Priests 

who were in turn direetly responsible to the First 

Prosidenoy st the Center Stake in Belt Lake City. 

The last of the four institutions wss the Bishoprio 
- -« 

nrnj^ presiding Bishop and two counselors who sttended 
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to the sdministrstlon of ecclesiastlcsl affairs in the 

ward, the smellest territorial diviaion of the Church* 

They were cuatodians of Church property and revenues 

and were directly reaponslble to the Presidency of 

the three High Priests of the stake, in which the ward 

was located* 

The territorial division of the Church conaiated 

of atakee, wards, and missions* A stake was an area 

of definite boundary having a church population of aeveral 

thousand and presided over by a president and two 

coimaelora who exercized dual functiona of temporal 

and spiritual leadership*^ The territory including 

and adjoining Salt Lake City was the first stake in 

the West* However, others were later organized ea 

the need aroae* Twelve men known as the High Counselors, 

who formed s part of the ecclesiastical government, 

were selected in each atake to aaslst the local 

preaidency* Thia Hl{^ Council was an important body 
ft 

both in Nauvoo and Salt Lake before the eatablishment 

of civil government, since it msde and executed laws 

governing the municipality, the government of which 

was Indeed strsnge to the Western Hemisphere* 

^F. Y* Fox, Mormon Land System (Maater's theals), 
pp* 1-30* 

Eleven *stskes* had been orgenised in Ohio, 
Miesouri, Illinois, snd lows, before the migration to 
Great Salt Lake Valley. 
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The stake waa divided into wards containing from 
It 

fifty to one hundred familiea, or in populous centers, 

two or three hundred families* The presiding officer 

of the ward waa a bishop, who, like the President of 

the Church, and the prealdent of the atakea, was 

aasisted by two counselors* A local body of priest

hood, comprising all the *worthy malea" of a ward 

over fourteen years of age, assisted the Bishop in 

visiting the Saints and psrforming labora of the ward* 

During the early days of the settlement the Bishop's 

duties siso included maintaining a aehool for secular 

training. In addition, he was required to know all 

the membership and provide for them a recreational 

program aa well as seek out the poor and relieve 

their distress* 

The missions were geographic areas that might be 

established any place in the world that the gospel waa 

preached to unbelievers* The missions were divided 

into brsnches or conferences and were widely scattered* 

When the Saints came to the valley, the re

organization of the Church had not been completed, 

nor was this accomplishment finished until October, 

1848* In the meantime, a High Council of the Stake 

of ?̂ ion was elected in the General Conference convened 

at Great delt Lake City, Oetober 3, 1847.^ However, 

history of Brlgham Young (MS*, 1847), pp* 117-118* 
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the Saints accepted the leadership of the Council of 

the Twelve Apostles with Brighsm Young as head in 

Auguat, 1844, following the death of Joseph Smith* 

At the meeting of the General Conference in October, 

1847, John Smith was elected President, with Charles 

C, Hich and John Young as Counselors, A quorum of 

twelve counselors was elected, to which the community 

voted, in December, 1847, to entrust complete jurls-

diction over municipal affairs* Thus was established 

the first government within the confines of the new 

territory* The records show the variety of duties 

delegeted to this orgenlzatlon the succeeding year: 

the division of the city into nineteen wards, apportion

ing of farm lands. Issuance of building permits, clear

ing land, granting of license to control neighboring 

streams and to build sawmills, and the direction of 

various other matters pertaining to civic administratica• ' 

Justice was administered in a primitive but 

satisfactory manner without any general complaint* 

John Nebeker speaks of a whipping post that was 

temporarily established to punish those who deserved it: 

Having no jells, we instituted the whip
ping post. One or two were whipped. On one 
occasion I had to prosecute a case before the 

6 Early Records of Utah (MS), p. 19. 

''ibid., pp. 20, 46. 
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High Couneil snd execute the Judgment. 
The caae was for stealing, the Judgment 
was ten dollsrs or ten lashes. The stolen 
article was a lariat * * . I volunteered 
to help him pay the fine, but he would not, 
so he waa whipped*8 

Thoae who practised immorality were given the option 

of leaving the valley or plying their vocation at their 

peril. These lawa though unwritten at first were put 

into practice*^ In the abaence of civil government 

the Biahopa' Courts were Important ageneiea of ward 

government. They not only aettled civil disputes, 

but passed Judgment on morel and religious offenders 

aa well* Appeals from the Bishops* Courts could be 

taken to the Stake High Council, which sat when 

necessary, in a Judlclsl cspacity aa haa been pointed 

out* So great, however, was the respect for the Judg

ment of s Bishop that appeala from his Jurisdiction 

were rare* The auccess of these tribunsls lay in 

the fact, perhaps, that the Selnts regarded their 

oowrts as divinely commissioned end Inspired*^^ 

Furthermore, Brighsm Young used for purposes of govern

ment not only *the prospect of hell in the indefinite 

future, but also the proepect of adversity sny day*, 

if adherence to the Golden Rule was not observed. 

Bjohn Nebeker, Early Juatiee (Mi), pp. 4-5* 

^C* 0. Goodwin, History of Bench snd Bsr, p. 17. 

^^Heneroft, ilietory of Utsh, Vol. XXVI, pp. 439-40* 

^^M* R* Weaver, Brlgham Young, p* 269* 

A 
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Further relationship of Churoh and civil govern

ment was seen In undertaklnga Incident to foimding 

new settlements and the msnner in which the officlala 

were choaen. The Bishop was almost Inverisbly direotor 

of all important activities, such as distributing Isnds, 

constructing canala, dividing the water, snd pro

moting local industrial enterpriaes* As e rule, the 

officials were chosen by the people at their conferencea 

or religious meetings presided over by Apostles or 

Elders* The nominations were usually made from the 

floor by some dignitary of the Priesthood and sus

tained by the show of hands from the congregation* 

Such appointments made by a secular body, therefore, 

could hardly be celled political* 

Thia atrange, *co-mixture" of spiritual and 

civil government functioned alone. Independent of any 

other form of government throughout the first two 

years of its existence* 

Sitting aa a body politic, the Saints enacted 

the first written laws for the settlement December 

27, 1847* The purpose for such lawa was stated as 

followst 

We, the High Council of the Great Salt 
Lake Citv in the absence of any organised 
Jurisdiction of any Territory, for the peace, 
welfare, and good order of our comonmity, pro
ceed to enaot the following lawa, for the 
governmsnt and regulation of inhabitants of 
thia city and valley for the time being. 
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eubject to the approval of the people*^^ 

The firat ordinanoe prohibited vagraney. It waa 

neceassry for every man to induetrioualy employ his 

time to support himself, his fsmily, or those depend

ing on his labora. Thus we see the idea of maintaining 

economic Independence waa not only an ideal, but a 

written law and was enforced by the Judges of the 

courts* In the second, third, and fourth ordinancea 

the cuatom of whipping or paying a fine beoame a 

written law to punlch disorderly or dangerous pereona, 

diaturbers of peacei thoae convicted of adultery or 

fornication; and thoae convicted of atealing, robbing, 

houaebreaking, or malleioualy eauaing deatruotion of 

any property by fire* The laahea varied from one 

to thirty-nine and the fines from five hundred to 

one thousand dollara at the discretion of the Jvulges* 

The eobriety of the Sainta is eiuimplified in 

Ordinance 5« 

Any peraon or pereona convicted of 
drunkenness, cursing, swearing, or foul 
language, unnecessary firing of guns. Within 
or without the forts, unusual noise or noisee, 
or^^n any other way diaturblng the quiet or 
peace of the ooamunity, shsll be fined any 
sum not less than twenty-five dollara.16 

Since there was a shortsge of fuel and building material, 

it was neceassry to ensct an ordinance for its equal 

^^Joiimal History (MS), Deoesiber 27, 1847, 

XSlbid* 
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distribution and proper uae* Ordinance 7 provided 

for the proteotion of unfenced farms from destruction 

by loose cattle, horses, mules, or sheep by chsrging 

the owner of said stock twenty-five cente per head 

for every animal he took up or two centa a day per 

head for herding, if they required to be herded. These 

first written lews Illustrate the fairness with which 

they wished each to deal with the other. 

At a meeting of the High Couneil, January 6, 1849, 

it waa reaolved that the body ahould be relieved of 

the municipal duties it had previously possessed.^^ 

Such obligationa were then entruated to the bishops 

of the wards* This system of government by bishops 

is one of the unique featurea of the theocracy. Before 

the regular Incorporation of cities, the nineteen wards 

into which the Church waa divided during this early 

period developed like so many municipal corporations, 

over which the Bishops presided ss magiatratea or mayors 

Under this temporel administration, all 
over Utah as well as In Sslt Lake, cities were 
built, landa divided off to the people, roada 
and bridges made, water ditehea cut, the land 
irrigated, and society governed. In fact, under 
them all revenue was produced snd the work done 
of founding Greet Sslt Lake City*18 

^^Early Records of Utah (MS), p* 44* 

X^Sdward W. Tullldge, History of Sslt Lake City, 
pp. 57-58* 
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This *Theo*aemeersey*, then, was s complete fusion 

of ehureh and state* The utilisation of eceleaiastieal 

machinery functioning for civic purposes, wss the 

result of dire necessity* It was a natural development 

\ander the olrcumatancea, and at firat met with the 

approval of all beeause there were no gentilea in the 

community* However, it was this very fact of eccle-

siastiosl Influence in civic affaire continued efter 

the inauguration of the provlsionsl government of the 

State of Deseret and even after that of territorial 

government under the Organic Act of 1850, that gave 

rise to the bitter conflict with federal officlala* 

It waa only natural that the gentilea should resent 

control by spirit\aal leaders foreign to gentile beliefe* 

* * , that in nothing were the Mormons more 
peculiar than in their Judicial affaire* They 
did not believe in going to law one with the 
other* They took their caaea to the *Hlgh 
Council* and the courta of their biahop or 
ward councils. Their Judlclsl economy was 
after the pattern of the New Teatament rather 
than that of Blackstone. It was this that made 
the Mormon rule so obnoxious to the federal 
judgea and gentile lawyers.16 

Nevertheless the Theocracy functioned and Justice wee 

administered impartially. Such at least wss the 

testimony of Captain Howard Stansbury.^'^ 

^^wsrd W* Tullldge, Life of Brighsm Young, 
pp* 199-200. 

'̂'̂ Osptaln Howsrd Stsnsbury, 0£* cU., p* 130. 

file:///ander
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I h i s pecul iar combination of church anc c i v i l 

government seerns t o have served i t s purpose, Ihere 

was no other then church authority for e l l purposes 

u n t i l March of 1849* 
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CHAPTER III 

THE STATE OF DESBRBT 

By the apring of 1849 it was becoming apparent 

that the altuation was materially changing in such a 

way as to render it expedient to replace the theocratic 

regime, functioning in civil matters, by a state 

government organized on the republican plan end in 

harmony with the principles of our federal Union* 

Nothing appears to be known of any arrangement 

or understanding which the Mormons might have had 

with the Mexican authority prior to the transfer of 

this territory to the United States* But after re

ceiving the news of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 

the new community must have grown uneasy about the 

continuance of the Theocracy upon American aoil. 

In the second place, settlements were rapidly 

expending in such a way as to render a more thoroughly 

organized government necessary. Saints who had been 

left behind flocked to the center stake of Zion by 

the hundreds and with them came a small sprinkling 

of gentiles* Tracts of land were meted out to all 

new comers until there were no more inheritances to 

distribute* No land was sold, but each recipient 

was held responsible for making hie posaeasion uaeful 

or productive* Townsltes sprang up in advantageous 

^Journal Hietorv (MS), March 7, 1848* 
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locations* Industry and thrift became their watch

words. By the spring of 1849 a settlement was begun 

forty miles north of the first settlement on the benks 

of the Weber river, which empties into the Greet Selt 

Lake. Another settlement was begoin about fifty miles 

south of Salt Lake City et the mouth of Tlmpanogas or 

Provsux, en affluent of Leke Utah. Numerous other 

settlements continued to be made wherever water could 

be found for irrigation.^ 

Theocratic government was edequete as long es 

the community remelned small, and conalsted only of 

those who acknowledged the binding force of spiritual 

rule. It was not to be expected thst the colony, as 

it Increased its population, would continue to consist 

solely of church members willing to submit to secular 

Jurisdiction without the sanctions of an organized 

civil government*^ 

What was sorely needed by the spring of 1849 

them, was the replacement of the civil government 

of the church heirarchy, at least in form if not in 

substance, by a state organized on the republican 

plan of government and not in conflict with the 

organization of atetes or territories of the United 

the Great 
Captain Stanabury, Expedition to the Valley of 
eat Salt Lake, pp. 126, 127* 

^Ibld*, p. 127, 
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States* Such indeed would be necessary in order to 

aimplify the complications that erose between Saint 

and gentile. ^ 

Accordingly, early in the yeer 1849 there appeared 

a circular by *many citizens* calling for a constitutional 

convention* The inhabitants of that portion of Upper 

California lying eaat of the Sierra Nevada Mountains^ 

were summoned to Salt Lake to frame a system of 

government* On March 4, 1849, they sssembled. On 

March 10, a committee of Albert Carrington, Joaeph 

L* Haywood, William W. Phelps, David Fullmer, Charles 

C. Hioh, John S, Fullmer, John Taylor, Parley P. 

Pratt, John M. Bernhisel, and Ersstus Snow wss 

appointed to draft a constitution under which the 

people might govern themselves until Congress should 

otherwise provide by law.^ Msrch 12, 1849, the 

oheirman of the committee reported the Constitution, 

which was read and unanimously adopted by the Conventlcn. 

The atate covered a wide expanse of territory 

as seen by the recommendation made by framers of 

the constitution of Deseret* Jurisdiction was to 

lie within the following boundaries: 

Commencing st 330 north Istitude where 
it crosses the 108^, longitude, west of 

^ , A* Linn, Story of the Mormons, pp* 428-429* 

^See Appendix, Constitution preamble* 
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Greenwich, thence running south and west 
to the northern boundary of Mexico; thence 
west to, and down the main channel of the 
Gila river, (or the northern line of Mexico), 
and on the northern boundary of Lower California 
to the Pacific Ocean; thence along the coast, 
northwesterly to the 118©, 30« of west long
itude; thence North to where said line 
Intersects the dividing ridge of the Sierra 
Nevada mountains; thence north along the 
auimilt of the Sierra Nevada mountains to the 
dividing range of mountains that separate 
said waters flowing into the Columbis river 
on the north, from the waters flowing into 
the Great Basin on the south, to the suomiit 
of the Wind ^Iver chain of mountains; thence 
southeast and south by the dividing range 
of mountains that separate the waters 
flowing into the Gulf of California, to the 
place of beginning; es set forth in e mep 
drawn by Charles Preuss. and published by 
order of the Senate of the United States, 
in 1848.6 

They further recommended that this territory be 

ordelned and established a "Free and Independent 

Government by the name of the State of Deseret",' a 

word which in the Book of Mormon, signifies honeybee, 

the chief characteristic of which is Industry. They 

took the word Industry as the state motto, the bee 

hive as their symbol, and the sego lily, whose roots 

nourished them in the early years of famine, as the 

state flower. 

The election of the general officers for the new 

government took place March 12, 1849. lhe following 

were elected: Brighsm Young, Governor; Willard Richards, 

©Ibid* 

''ibid. 
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Seeretsry; Newel R. Whitney, Treasurer; Heber C. 

Kimbsl, Chief Justice; John Taylor and riewel K. 

Whitney Aasociate Justices; Daniel H. v.ells. Attorney 

General; Horace î, Ellredge, Msrahal; Albert Carring

ton, Assessor and Collector; Joseph L, Heywood, 

Surveyor of Hlghwaya, lhe bishops of the several 

wards were elected magistrates* 

This government wss not Intended to be a permanent 

one, but was to be in force until the Congress of 

the United states should otherwise provide for the 

government of the territory, the seat of which was 

to be in Salt Lake City, -̂ he powers of government 

were divided into three distinct departments, legis

lative, executive, end Judicial* 

The legislstive euthorlty was vested in a Generel 

Assembly, consisting of a Senate and Houae of Represent 

stives, both to be elected by the people* They were 

to hold annual sessions, the initial one on the 

first Monday in July, 1849, and thereafter on the 

first Monday in December, unless the Governor of the 

atate ahoxxld convene the Aasembly in the Interim by 

proclamation* Elections for members of the House of 

Representatlvea were to be held biennially. Membera 

had to be et leaat twenty-five years of age, free 

white male citizens of the United Ststes, residents 

of the stste for one year preceding their election. 
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and of the district or county thirty dsys preceding* 

Senstors were to be elected for four-year terma. The 

qualificationa were the same as for Repreeentatlves, 

only they had to be thirty years old* Each House was 

to elect ita own officers, and each officer and member 

of the Legislative Assembly had to take an oath or 

affirmation to support the Constitution of the United 

States, prior to entering upon the dischsrge of his 

official duties. A majority in each houae constituted 

a quorum to do business. Each member of the Aesembly 

was privileged from civil arrest, during any session, 

and in going to, and returning from the same. Neither 

house coxild adjourn without the consent of the other 

for more than three days. Article II, Section XII, 

stated that the Assembly at its first session would 

provide for an enumeration of the white Inhabitants 

and an apportionment for the Senators and Representstlves, 

Veto power of the Oovernor was allowed except on bills, 

which, when reconsidered, were paased by two-thlrda 

majority. A vetoed bill was to be returned within 

ten days (except Sundays) with the Governor's objections, 

or it wss to become s law*'' 

The executive power was vested in a Governor, a 

Lieutensnt Governor, a Secretary of State, a Treasurer, 

®Ibid,, Article II, Section14* 
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and an Auditor of Public Accounts, each of whom were 

to hold their offlcea for four years. The qualifications, 

powers, and duties of the Governor were similar to 

those of other states. He possessed the power of veto 

and had authority to cell special sessions of the 

LOglslature* He was custodian of the *Great Seal of 

the State", which was put upon ell state papers. In 

case of impeachment of the Governor, his removal from 

office, death, resignation, or absence from the State, 

the duties of the office of the Governor were to de

volve upon the Lieutenant Governor until such disability 

should cease or the vecency should be filled*^ 

The Judlclery consisted of e Supreme Court, with 

such other Inferior tribunals as might be eatebllshed 

by the Legislature* That body by a Joint vote wes 

to elect a Chief Justice and two Assoclete Justices, 

to hold offices for four yeara, (It was afterward 

decided to have these judges elected by the people)* 

Article V provided for the election of officers. 

The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, 

Treasurer, and Auditor of Accounts were to be elected 

by the qualified electors, as provided for by members 

of the General Assembly. 

The returns of every election of the above-named 

^Ibld,, Article III, Section 16. 
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Officials were to be sealed and transmitted to the 

seat of government and directed to the Speaker of 

the House of Representatives. Those persons receiving 

a majority of all legal votes cast for their respect-

ive offlcea were to be declared elected. The oath or 

affirmation to support the Constitution of the United 

States and the State of Deseret was to be administered 

by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

The first election for members of the General 

Aaaembly, end other officers under the Constitution 

was to be held on the first Monday of May next, in 

the usual places of holding public meetings; at which 

time and place the qualified voters were to vote for 

or against the adoption of the Constitution* A 

majority of legel votes were to be required for such 

adoption* The returns of the first election were to 

be tranamitted to the Chairman of the Convention, who 

together with his two secretaries was to count the 

votes end notify the persons elected* The manner of 

voting was to be by ballot* 

Qualified votere were those who were white mele 

residents over twenty-one yeare of age. No person 

in the military, nevel, or merlne service of the United 

Stetes who was stationed in any garrison, barrack, 

military,or naval plsce or station within the State 

of Deseret wes considered a resident unless otherwise 
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provided for by law.^0 

Article VX provided for the establishment of e 

militia. All males between the ages of eighteen end 

forty-five not exempt from military duty, were to be 

forthwith organized, armed, equipped, and trelned es 

the General Assembly might provide by law. All 

commissioned officers of the milltle (staff officers 

excepted) were to be elected by the persons liable 

to perform military duty; and ell commissioned officers 

were to be commissioned by the Governor. 

Age regulations were subsequently changed, for 

when the militia was organized there was a company 

of Juvenile rifles, composed of youths under eighteen, 

and snother company called *Sllver Greys", made up 

12 of men over fifty yeers of ege. 

Provisions were made in Article VII to amend the 

Constitution If it became necessary. The Assembly waa 

to publlah the alterations, revisions, or emendments 

and in not less than thirty days from the date of 

publication appoint e dey for the electors of the 

state to assemble end cast their vote for or against 

the proposed revisions, A majority of votes in fsvor 

of each was to be required* 

lOioid., Article V, Section 10* 

^^Ibld,, Article VI, Section 2* 

^^C, C, Goodwin, History of Bench and bar, p* 9* 
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Nor did the early framers of the Constitution 

forget to include s Decleratlon of lights* Among 

many things, they declered that in republican govern-

mente, "all men ahould be born equally free and 

Independent, and possess certain natural, essentiel, 

and inalienable rlghta; among which are those of 

enjoying and defending their life end liberty, ac

quiring, possessing, and protecting property; and of 

seeking end obtaining their safety and happiness, , ** 

Furthermore, provision was made for the free exercise 

of the right to worship God according to the dictates 

of their own consciences, a fact of no small Importance 

inasmuch as the Saints had been severely criticized 

because of their alleged intolerance. All political 

power was declared Inherent in the people and all free 

governments were said to be founded in their authority 

and Instituted for their benefit. 

The writ of Hsbeas Corpus was not to be suspended 

except for common good* Treason was defined as 

generally understood* It was not permissible to 

pass "a bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law 

impairing the obligation of contracts to hinder the 

execution of justice,* The right of petition by the 

people was preserved inviolate. Citizens could keep 

and bear arms for common defense* All persons engaged 

13sae Appendix, Constitution, Article VIIIf 
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in e duel direetly or indireotly were to be dis

qualified from holding any of flee under the Con

stitution and laws of the Stste. Freedom of speeoh 

and press was sssured to every Individusl. All 

people and their possessions were declered to be 

free from* unreaeonable aearohes or seiz\ire* 

The right of trial by Jury was inviolate snd 

all criminala had the right to counsel. All penslties 

and puniahments were meted out in proportion to the 

offense*1* 

Such then, was the framewoxic of the civil state, 

devised by the Mormon leeders in the Spring of 1849* 

It is to be remembered, however, the heirarchy of 

offleiels that had hitherto been functioning in both 

civil snd eccleaiaatloal matters was to be perpetuated, 

but with ita powera now restricted solely to churoh 

sffaira* Church and State would be aeparated, at leaat 

in theory if not in fact. Was an actual separation 

of the civil from the eccleslsstical atate really 

poaaiblet 

l*Ibid*, Article VIII* 
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CHAPTER IV ^ 

THE STATE OF DESERET IN OPKRATIOM 

Under the new government there was evidence of 

peace and prowperity* Governor Young said in a meeaage 

to the legislature on December 2, 1850: 

In this state no expense haa been Incurred 
by any of the departments of the government for 
selPvioes rendered* All the Indians with whom 
we have had difficulties are detached or broken 
off bande from the main tribe a with whom our 
peeceful relations hsve never been interrupted* 
Not a aolitary case was repcrted for trisl 
before the regular session of either county 
or the supreme courte during the pest year, 
and no offenae beyond the control of e 
Justice of the peace seems to have been 
committed*^ 

In theory, eeclesiastlcsl snd civil aff eira were 

h/ aeperated, but in fact, fusion of church and atate 

continued* l̂ hia ia natural to expect, elnce the 

Sainta were still the overwhelsdng majority. It wee 

also natural that they ehould chooae as their polltioal 

leadera thoae who directed their eccleeiaatical affairs< 

The most qualified in sny organisation become the 

leeders. It is not strange, therefore, that President 

Young should hsve been ehosen Governor, his First Coun-
/ 

Y selor. Chief Justice} his Second Counselor, Seeretaryi 

and hia subordinate biahops, magistrstes, or mayors 

and Juatioes of the peeee in their respective wsrds* 

Great 
^Stansbury, ka Expedition to the Valley of the 
Salt Lake, pp. 151-13^. 
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* l h i l e there are e l l evidences of s government 

s t r i c t l y tempersi,* ssys Captain Stansbury, who was 

a reeident of the s t s t e at that time, * i t cannot 

be denied that i t i s so intimately blended with the 

Church that i t would be impoesible to eeperete the 

one from the other* '̂ he supresie power of both in 

being lodged in the hsnds of the ssme individuale , i t 

i s d i f f i c u l t to separate their two o f f i c i a l characters 

and to determine whether in sny one Instance they act 

aa a ^ i r i t u a l or merely temporal officera** 

Ecc le s ia s t i ca l Influence had i t s e f fec t on c i v i c 

enterprise and the gent i les resented i t * Under such 

circumstances p o s s i b i l i t i e s of conf l ic t became more 

numerous* 

The Convention petitioned for admittance to the 

Union but unt i l granted the ex is t ing form of govern

ment should be the authority* Vhe off icera who had 

been elected on March 12 continued to d irect the 

affaire of the state* 

The population in the spring of 1849 comprieed a 

heterogeneous group* '̂hey had come from e l l pevts 

of the wcrld into the midst of ssvsge tr ibes of 

Indians* However, due to the ingenuity of Brlgham 

Young, l i t t l e trouble was encountered with the red 

man* His motto, "It i s better to feed them than to 

f i ght theft, and to bear with them with a l l patience,* 
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wee suooessful. Furthermore, he said: 

\ Let the poor Indians be taught the arts 
of eivilisstion , and to draw their euatenence 
from the ample and aura aoureea of Mother 
Earth, and to follow peacefully avocationa 
of the tillers of the soil, raiaing grain 
and stock for subslstenance, inatead of per
suing the uncertain chancea of war and game 
for livelihood* I have often aaid, and I 
say It now, let them be surrounded by a 
peaceful and a humane and benevolent policy. 
Thua will Whey be redeemed from their low 
eetate, and advanced in the ecale of oivilised 
and lntellect\ial existence*2 

Necessity compelled the populace to adopt acme 

form of government that would be recognized by Saint 

and gentile aa legitimate, and it was with that idea 

in mind that the local government was set up. Sooner 

or later the Mormona, who atill conatltuted the 

greatest part of the population, expected to extend 

their auccessful donwin throughout the Far We at* 

The year 1849 brought many newcomera, and is 

momentous in Utsh history. It was in that year that 

gold waa diecovered in California. The news spread 

like wild fire. Realdents of the Middle West went 

by wey of the preirie schooner acroas desert and plain, 

over great mountain ranges, ever onward and weatward, 

guided by the sign of the setting sun* Preotlcslly 

sll those who chose the overlsnd route hed necessarily 

to cross the stste of Deseret and peas through the 

infant city of Salt Lake* For varioue reaaons many 

^Qnotod by Levi Bdgar Young in his founding of 
Utah, p. 268* 
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abandoned their ereft here and choae to eest their 

lot with the Mormon evttlers, ttasreby ebendoning ell 

hope of reaehing California* Historians dissgree on 

why they stayed* Some say they ebandoned their 

eompanlens and embraced the Mormon faith through fear 

of persecution, while others say coercion never exiated* 

Captain Stanabury, who eonducted an expedition 

to the valley of the Great Salt Lake under the authority 

of the United Statee, gives s fsvorsble report oon-

oerning the powers exercised by the Mormons* He 

releted that the authorities who had Jurisdiction over 

the state of Deseret showed no partiality. Lawe were 

vigoroualy enforced within Ite boundariea and Juatiee 

wee equably administered to Saint and gentile alike. 

Their courte were constantly appealed to by eompenies 

of psssing emigranta, who having fallen out by the way, 

would not agree upon the diviaion of their property 

as provided for by Mormon lawe. % e deoialone were 

eaid to be remarkable for faimees and impartielity, 

snd if not submitted to, were sternly enforced by 

the whole power of the eommunity* One instsnce ves 

eited wherein the marshsl of the stste waa dispatched 

with an adequate foree, neerly two htindred miles into 

the western desert, in pursuit of some misoreants who 

had stolen off with nearly the whole outfit of a party 

of mnigrants. He pursued snd brought them back to 

the eity, and forced them to restore the plundered 

'• 
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property to the owner.' 

To l l lu s t r s t e the continued fusion of c i v i l snd 

spiritual rule the treaauries of the Church were freely 

devoted, when necessary, to *the promotion of temporel 

prosperity of the body pe l i t i c , * in the ssme manner 

aa that which existed under the theocrscy. The money wes 

derived from a system of t ithing similsr to thst of 

the sneient Xsrselites* î eeh person upon profession 

of h is fa i th and consequent reception into the Churoh 

wes required to pay *into the treesury of the Lord* 

one-tenth of a l l he poaaeaaed, after which he paid 

one-tenth of hia yearly inereaae of goode. In eddltion, 

he contributed one-tenth of his tims to Isbor on public 

works such ss bridges, rosds, Irrigstion esnala, and 

other projeets. Unlike the prectieee followed under 

the theoerscy tsxes were now levied upon property, 

reel e s t s t e , snd otherwise* All goods brought into 

the c i ty of Sslt Lske bore a one per cent tax, except 

apiritoua liquors, for which one-half the price st 

which they were eold wss demanded. Brandy a old for 

twelve dollars a gallon, and whiakey sold for eight*^ 

Spiritoue liquors eontinued to carry the f i f t y per 

cent charge of the sel l ing price throughout the period 

of provieionsl government; however, on July 4, 1850, 

'captain Stansbury, 0£* c l t . , p. 130. 

^Ibid., pp. 158-135. 
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the following goods were exempted frcn tsxationx 

iteel, iron, eaatinge, glass, nsils, hardware, hollow 

ware, queeneware, painta, oils, dyeetuffs, tee, 

coffee, sugar, rice, molasses, dried fruit, end ell 

other groceries, together with medicinee, boata, 

shoes, and all kind a of leather* 

A tax of two centa on each dollar% worth of 

povsonal property money loaned, or in hand, and isi-

provementa on real eetate (provided that public pro

perty belonging to religious so e let lee for public 

purposee, and burying grounda ahould be exempt) wee 

levied by the General Assembly early in I860.' 

On January 16, 1850, other ordinaneea were paased 

at thia aame meeting which provided for the organization 

of the Judiciary of the State of Deseret, and ior 

authorising a bounty on killing wolves. These 

ordinances were approved Wedneeday, January 16, 1860, 

by Oovernor Brlgham Young*' 

The firet approprifttion msde by the Aseeobly wee 

for three thoussnd dollsrs to build s dam acroaa the 

river Jordan* Messrs* George A* Smith and Ssra T. . 
7 

Benson were appointed to construct it* 

^Journsl History (MS), January, 1850* 

Ibid.* January 28, Mondsy, 1850. 

'''ibid. 
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r ^* v^ Important among the other measures passed by the 

> legislature of the new state, were those creating a 

state university, prohibiting the sale of liquor end 

ammunition to the Indians; regulating control of the 

streams, timber and industries; incorporating and 

granting municipal charters to Salt Leke City, Ogden, 

Mantl, Provo, Parowan; the organizing of countlea; and 

incorporating the Church of Jesus ^hrlst of Latter 

Day Saints.^ 

The dealre for trade and communication led to the 

appointment of a State Commissioner of public roads 

and the inauguration of a system of roads for the 

common good* I'hey were far removed from any organized 

aettlement and Intercourse between communities within 

the Stste was paramount* 

The greatest criticism brought forth by emigrants 

consisted of the Saint's peculiarity of their religious 

tenets, the form of their church government, and the 

nature especially of their domestic relations, together 

with the accusation of communistic holdings. The laat 

named was an erroneous supposition, d nee rlghta of 

personal property were as perfectly defined and reli

giously respected as were those in other states of the 

Union* Despite criticisms, false reports, and In-

accessablllty to the rest of the world, the Mormon domeln 

grew, prospered, and dealred to be admitted to the Union. 

Qwhitney, History of Utah, I, pp. 455-457; alao 
Journal History (MS). March, 1849* 



CHAPTER V 

STRUGGLE FOR RECOGNITION 

The General Assembly of the Provisional Govern

ment of the State of Deseret met July 2, 1849, for 

the purpose of drawing up a memorial to be presented 

to the Congress of the United States asking for ad

mission to the Union. It was an ambitious production 

with considerable literary merit. They *prayed 

Congress to realize that they were good and patriotic 

citizens of the United States* cut off from the many 

benefits of civilization, because of the great distance 

and many other physical barriers, from the principal 

trade and Intellectual centera of the East. 

They asked that their state comprise all the 

territory from what is now Utah to the west, extending 

south as far as Mexico, and north as far as the 

Columbia River, Including part of California and the 

part of San Diego. The latter gave the state an outlet 

to the sea* They further asked that the name,the State 

of Deseret, as embodied in their memorial, be per

petuated* However, it was found leter that the 

appellation proved a handicap. 

Dr. John M. Bernhisel was chosen as delegate to 

V^ashington, D, C , to orate the petition through the 

two Houses of Congress, while A, W, Babbitt was elected 

official representative of the proposed state to the 

TBCAS nCNNOLOGiCAL COLLEG£ LI B/««Y 
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national Congress. These men loet no time in eerrying 

out their instructions. Arriving in Washington, D* C*, 

Hoyember 30, 1849,^ Bernhisel took lodging st the 

Mational Hotel, which he termed *the center of politics, 

feehlon, snd folly** Be met General Lewie Cass, at 

the latter*e invitation, in the senate chamber on the 

first day of the session* He waa introduced to the 

Vice President, Millard Fillmore, who granted him the 

privilege of the floor of the Senate during his sojourn 

in Washington. On the same day he waa admitted to 

privileged aeata in the Houae of Repreeentativea and 

met John 0. Calhoun and *a nui&ber of other eenatore." 

Upon preaentation of hia credentiala, Almon W. 

Babbitt expected Congreaa to reoognise him ss the 

efficiel representative from the Provlsionsl Government 

of the Stete of I>eeeretf, He was aoon diailluaioned, 

for Congress refused to reeogaise him as such, thereby 

stirring the ire of the Hormone snd bringing forth 

disputes within Congress itself. Denisl of the right 

to s sest was based upon the fsots thst terme of the 

Mormon Memorial did not ask for Bsbbitt*s reception 

until some form of government waa provided for the^w-

and that constitutionally he was *out of order** 

The Memorialiat was, in truth, a representstive of a 

s» 

^Journal History (MS), Letter, Bernhisel to Brig
hsm Young, Msrch 5, i860. 

^Ibid., Letter, bernhisel to Young, Mareh 21, I860. 
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stete not In the Union, and, therefore, not entitled 

to representstlon* Bsbbitt then plesded for s seet ss 

e eourteey and not as s right* Congress replied by 

saying thst no sueh courtesy had ever been extended 

before* It la true that territorial delegatea have 

been edmltted to aeeta in Congress with the privilege 

of debating, though not of voting, ever since the 

adoption of the Constitution* But Bsbbitt waa not a 

territorial delegete* Furthermore, they reaaoned 

that the admission of Babbitt to the seat would be e 

*queai recognition* of the legel exietenee of the 

*State of Deseret.* He clsimed his seet aa a delegete 

from suoh a atate upon the credentiala fumiahed by 

that atate and if admitted, would be edmltted by that 

atate* The report read as followst 

The conclusion is irresistible thet 
this House, by yielding to him the seat 
which he asks, would reoognise the exiat- BH 
ence of the aasorted governsMnt of the 'State 
of Deseret' and implied though indireotly, 
would ratify what haa been done in the 
fonsation or tho Constitution. Suoh e 
ratification la not within the Constitutional 
powers of the House alone. The House must 
not even by iaplicstion give foroo snd 
vitality to a political organisation whioh 
is extreoonstltutional and independent of tho 

laws of the United Stetee.' ' 

McDonald, a Whig from Indiana, offered an asMnd-

ment admitting Babbitt. Much debating followed, where

upon the CoBsdttee of the Whole voted to report the 

'HOUSO of Miebellaneous Documents. 51st Congress, 
1849, 1st seesion. 
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reeolutlone against seeting Babbitt to the Houee of 

Boproeontativos. By s vote of 104 to 78 the resolu

tion wes laid on the table.^ The vote aa taken on 

seeting Babbitt indicates the divided opinion. Uhlike 

the question of granting statehood, this controversy 

wss not marked by aectional controverey. However, 

Almon W* Babbitt was later recognised as a delegate* 

It waa in Stephen F* Dougles thst the Monsons 

seemed to find a po lit leal friend, for on Docember 27, 

1849, he introduced the memoriel in the Senate,^ 

atating that it was en application for admission aa 

a atate, but with the sltemative of admiasion aa a 

territory if Congreas should so direct. He moved 

that tho memorial and Constitution be printed and 

referred to the Committee on Territoriea* This was 

done January 22, 1850* The same docximents were 

presented in t)ie House by Linn Boyd of Kentuoky, to* 

gether with Babbitt'a credentiala and were referred 

to the Houae Committee on Territoriea January 28, 1850* 

Then began a long and heeted debate which lasted 

from December, 1849, until September 9, 1850. There 

were msny things which entered into the controversy. 

I 

t . 

^•ii 

H/1 

^ongresslonsl Globe (1849-1860), XXI, p. 1455. 

'ibid., pp. 86-87* 

'Ibid., p. 818. 

r 
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First, there were conflicting ideas about the worth 

of the Far West. This is best illustrated by Daniel 

Webster in a speech delivered before the United States 

Senate in which he fleyed e proposition to estebllsh 

a mall route between Missouri end the Psclfic coast. 

Whet do we want with thia vaat worthless 
area? This region of savages and wild beasts, 
of deserts, of shifting ssnds. end whirlwinds 
of dust, of cactus, and prairie dogst To 
what use could we ever hope to put these greet 
deserts, or those endless mountain ranges, im
penetrable and covered to their very base with 
eternal snow? Whet can we ever hope to do 
with the western coast, a coast of three 
thousand miles, rock bound, cheerless, un
inviting and not a harbor on it? Mr, Presi
dent, I will never vote one cent from the 
public treasury to place the Pacific Coaat 
one inch nearer Boston than it now is*' 

Secondly, the name Deseret, Itself, was objection

able, carrying with It for some, forebodings of evil* 

For others, it hardly suggested anything picturesque 

or romantic. 

Third, the Mormons were a peculiar people embracing 

the tenets of e strsnge religion that was too closely 

Interwoven with civil jurisdiction. 

Fourth, the Mormons hed felled to cooperate with 

the federal officials, not only while living in Missouri 

and Illinois, but in their new home as well. It will 

be remembered that the "Mormon War* in Missouri was 

still fresh on the minds of many and the cost of which 

bore heavily on the United States. 

''c, C, Goodwin, 0£. eit*, p. 7. 
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fifth, there were rumora of ill conduct in socisl 

relations, eepeoially aa concerned polygasK>ua praetice. 

Last of all, but aurely not least, srose the question 

of slavery. The fr^^ Sol lore snd other northern members 

of Congress were opposed to admiasion of the stste, 

since the Mormon MesMriel made no provlaion inhibiting 

tho introduction of slsvery. Ĵ or the same reason, 

admieaion waa hi|^ly approved by the South. Very 

inflasusatory apeeohea were delivsred in Congreee end 

threata frequently made by southern members of die-

solving the Union in the event the Wilmot Proviso 

should be paeeed or slsvery abolished in the District 

of Columbia.' 

Reeognition was further delayed by counter memoriels 

presented by followers of Joseph Smith*e brother, who 

elsimed the right of Presidency to the High Couneil 

on Joseph's desth. Angered by the fsi lure to inveet 

authority in the Ssdth linesge, one group orgenised 

themselves in direet opposition to the followers of 

Brlgham Young. Although representing a minority tf 

thoae who aceepted the Mormon fsith, they did ell in 

their power to defeat the reco^aition of tho State 

of Deseret. 

'Journal Hiatory (MS), Letter, Bernhiael to 
Pre ai dent, March 81, 1860. 
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Aeeordingly, December 51, 1849, Mr. Underwood, 

o Vhig from Kentuoky, preaented a counter memorial 

whioh wes purported to heve been signed by Willi os 

Smith and Iseee Sheen, who celled themselvee the 

legitlmste presidente of the Mormon Churoh, end by 

twelve other members* The counter memoriel further 

ststed thst fifteen hundred of the emigranta from 

Mauvoo to 'alt Lake City, before their departure from 

Illinoia, took the following oatht 

You do solesnly ewesr, in the preeeneo 
of Almighty ^od. His holy sngels, and these 
witnesses, that you will avenge the blood 
of Joaeph Ssdth upon this nation, and ao 
teach your children; and that from the day 
henceforth end forever begin and carry out 
hoatility against this nstion^ snd keep the 
same a wofound secret now and ever* So help 
you Ood.w 

In addition, the counter memorial stated the Mormone 

were preotising polygsmy in the Salt Lake Valley; that 

they had tried two Indl ens for partieipation in ex

pelling Mormons from Missouri) thst by their own 

authority thoy were impoeing dutiee on ell goode 

imported into the Selt Leke region from the rest of 

the United Hates* This last charge was defended by 

Stephen F. Douglas, who ssid thst the practiae was in 

socord with their temperery government and that goods 

peeeing through wore not moleetod. The tex imposed 

'Congressional Globe (1849-1860), XXI, p* 92j 
and Houee of Miscellageous Documents. Blst Congroas, 
Snd Session. 
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was by authority of the Church, since the first 

ordiaaneee were not paeeed until January, I860. 

A eeoond memoriel wes {resented by underwood 

Merch 14, 1850, ststing the Mormons while ststionod 

st winter qusrters near Couneil Bluffa had controlled 

the poet office and Interrupted the distribution of 

newspspers. the first memoriol^wss referred to the 

Committee on Territories, while the eeoond wss referred 

to that of Post Offices snd Post Roada.^^ Still 

another memorial was presented by Wentworth February 

28, 1860, framed by certain citisena of Lee County, 

Illinoia, asking Congress to protect the rights of 

Amerlcens while traveling throu|^ the Great Basin. 

He essorted that the leadera of Deseret were robbers 

snd murderers snd prsctised polygeny* This memorial 

was referred to the Committee on Military Affaire.^^ 

About the asms time thst Underwood presented the 

eotmter memoriel, Stanton Introdueod s similsr document 

in the Houee of Representatives. As can reedily be 

imagined, those doeuments crested quite e sensstion, 

not only in the Mormon stste, but in both wings of 

the Cspitol es wfll. The result wee that the memoriels 

were ft%TT%t to the Committee on torritorls e.^^ 

3'Olbid * a p. 684* 
11 
Ibid*, p. 415. 

History 
rch 81, ] 

Bernhisel to 

'I 

I 

% 



67 tin 
Bvidontly these reaonstrancea ^id not get beyond tho 

coBunitteee to which they were referred, as there is 

no record of their being acted upon in either the 

Houae or the Senate. Bernhieel, the Mormon egont, 

found himself in a delicate poaition, but tried to 

defend hia people through the daily papera. 

Mevertheleaa, proponenta of admieeion continued 

their debates and petitions. Februery 28, 1850, Senator 

Bell of Tenneeaee Introduced a bill which provided for 

the territorial government for all territory weet of 

Mew Mexico and eaat of California.^' It waa not until 

the senate selected a committee with Henry Clay ae 

chairmen that anything of note wes accompliahed. This 

committee, composed of six southerners snd six north

erners, with that number selecting e thirteenth, pre

sented s report on May 8 which later with a few 

alterationa become the Omnibua Bill. The aame day 

another bill was Introduced curtailing the Mormon domain.^' 

Two popular plana were thoee introduced by Stephen 

A, Douglas and Lynn Boyd,^' a democrat from Kentuoky. 

The Dougles plan required the Mormons to legalise 

Congressional Globe, 51st Congress, 1st Seeeion, 
Vol. XXI, pp* 457, 45ff: 

^^Ibid.. pp. 944-946* 

I'TbM., p. 947. 

^Sf* A. Linn, History of the Mormons. p. 450, and 
Qongressionsl Globe (1849-1*5801, XXI. p. 215. 
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their eonstiitution, whioh would authorise them to 

eontlnuo their etate organisation and to elect e 

delegete to repreaent them in Congress. Mo senators 

would be ehosen. 

The Lynn Boyd plsn fsvored giving the region 

territorial government, but greetly redueing the erea [ 

embodied in the Mormon Memorial. Furthermore, when 

the region lying north of 57^ of north latitude reeehed 

100,000 population, it should be edmltted aa a atate. 

Opinions were voiced freely pro end eon. Among 

the meet outstsnding of which werei Daniel Webster 

would not vote until he knew more about I>eseret. Lewie 

Osss ssid, *X shall go for a atate; your folka can 

manage e stete ae well aa anybody elae.* Henry Clay 

was still indigaant over e letter reeoived from Joseph V \i 

Smith in 1844, but said that he would not let that 

matter prejudiee him. John 0. Calhoun eeid *We ought 

to introduee dromedariee to croaa the pleins." Thosias 

H* Benton objeeted to,the word Pesoret. esytag it 

sounded too much like desert end waa repulsive. He 

further steted thst the United Stetes needed a Mill, 

and military road, and railroed and troops ststionod 

to hold the Indl ens in swe. On being ssked how he 

eould aooount for the selt in the Greet Sslt Lske, 

he replied *0I the wisdom snd goodness of Ood put it 

there.* Seward did not like tho Wsoret Constitution 

lb h I 
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boosuse it leoked e i^aae prohibiting slsvery. Ho 

asked information about the Pistes, Book of Mowson, 

the Chureh government, and Joseph Smith. (Bernhisel 

relatea that thia gave him a chance to preech the goepel 

to Sewerd). 'eneral Footo ssid thst slsvery must be 

settled, that the question had ridden long enough* 

He, too, asked about the Book of Mormon* Selmon P. 

Chase objected to the Conetltution of Deseret, saying 

smong other things that the Declaration of Highte in 

the Deaeret Conetltution read "all men ahould be bom 

free and equal. Stephen F* Douglaa was opposed to 

the nemo Deseret and wished to substitute the word 

Uteh. In eddltion, he recommended nurteiling of 

territory, over which Jurisdiction waa asked. Truman 

Smith of Connecticut favored a territorial organisation 

with the peoples* right to eleet its own officers snd 
17 

let the national government pey them*'' However, the 

moet heeted debstes were over the question of slsvery, 

which indicates the tremendous importance of the 

slsvery question of thst time. 

Perheps one of the grostest foes of admieaion 

waa President Taylor, who eeid he would veto any bill 

passed, atate or territorial, for the Mormons, that 

they were '*a peek of outlaws" «d had been driven out 

I'̂ Ibid. , Letter, Bernhisel to Preeldent at Great 
Salt Lake, Mareh 21, 1850. 
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Of two etatoe and were not fit for self-government. 

Alaoa W. Babbitt, aocosqMiniod by Colonel Werron, celled 

on President Taylor, to verify the reported ststement. 

foylor edmltted asking it snd added thet it wee absurd 

for the MoroMne to aak for a etete or territorial 

government.^' Thomaa H* Benton waa outapoken in hia 

eonvictiona also. Babbitt reported thet "old Tom 

Benton ia the curae of the brethren in Weshington, end 

feels very Jealoua of our being ao near hie conetituente 

Hay Ood reward him according to hie worka and all othera 

of like feith."!' 

In the apring of 1860, it began to appear evident 

that Deseret would not be edmltted ss s state. There 

were atill poaaibilitiea, though, of admieeion aa a 

territory. Under the date of Mareh 5, Bernhieel wrote 

the Presidency of the Chureh in Salt Lake that aineo 

hia arrivel Movember 50, 1849, he had mingled freely 

with the membere of Congress and had becosM thoroughly , 

eequeinted with their viewa and feelings. He wes of 

the opinion Oongroeg would not admit the region ea a 

atate, but found there waa little opposition to s 

territoriel organisation, exeept that the ultre 

southern Congressmen were determined thet Cslifornis 

should not be admitted (Celifomia had applied for 

I'jOttrnel Hietory (HS), 1860. 
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edmittanoo also), nor sny territory orgenised until 

the slewory quoetion wss settled.^^ 

Barlier in the year of 1850 John Wilson snd Slder 

Aaasa H. Lyman were cent aa delegatee from Deeeret to 

Oalifomia bearing the propoeition that Deeeret bo 

annojcod to California. The poineipal reeson urged 

by tho dologatoe for the Adoption of tho proposal was 

that the elavery quoetion would thereby be put to 

rest for all California and for Deeeret. Governor 

Burnett rejeeted the memorial and aaid "It would be 

Juet aa well to unite Texee and Maine aa California 

and Doeoret*"^'^ Thue, we see that the delegetion 

accomplished nothingi however, its efforts suggest 

the opposition the state feared it might encounter 

concerning elavery. 

March 86, 1860, the Committee on Territories through 

its chsirman, Stephen F* Douglaa, reported two bills 

for the organisation of the Territory of Deeeret and 
88 

New Mexico reapeotively with little alteration of 

the original petition. 

At home the Mormons anxioualy reeoived eny news 

of Congrossionsl proeeedinge and in the interim con

tinued to abide by the Conetltution adopted in March, 

1849. -' 
iJL 
^^Ibid*. Letter, Bernhieel to Young, March 6, 1860. 

'^00rot Mews, July 6, 1850, Vol. X, Mo. 4. 

^^Congressiwal Globe, XXI, 51st Congress, 8nd 
Session. 
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To lllustrste how Brighem Young regarded tho 

attitude of Congress, ho compared the roletion of tho 

Morsion territory to the fedorel government to thet 

of Joaeph and hia brothern end their father, Jaoob. 

The young child ( the State of Deeeret) dingo to tho 

parent (the federal government) and begs to be reckoned 

in the family and be regarded aa a member of it. Tho 

ory ie raiaed by the older brethren (Congreee) that 

he la an alien. The older brothere ebuae Joseph until 

all affectlone are killed by the parent end he ie 

forced to become an Independent child eaat out in the 

world alone. 85 

Truly, there are argumonta for the sttitude of 

both Hormone end Congrees, but it la tho opinion of 

the writer thet the most serioue difficultiee were 

ocoaaioned by miaunderetandinge. 

While the Gongroeeional dobatoe were teking pleoo 

the General Aaaembly of Deeeret met September 11, 1860, 

end passed resolutions instructing Dr* Bernhieel snd 

Almon W* Babbitt to withdraw all pstitions, memoriels, 

and applicationa to Congreas for a territorial govern

ment and to uae all the proper meana to procure etato-

hood.^* 

^^Brigham Young, Journal of Diaeoureee (MS), Vol. 
IX, p. 186. 

'Victory of Brlgham Young (MB. 1860), p. 84. 
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The motivee for this change of policy do not 

definitely appear. It nay be that the vieit of Generel 

Wilaon may have Impreaaed the Selnts with the superior 

advantagoe of atatehood. Perhepa the viewa of Thomas 

L. Kane who favored atate government had a greet Influence. 

Efforts to secure edmlssion to the Union were 

futile snd the political atatua of Utah waa detensinod 

by oompromise. Although slavery Isrgely determined 

the nature of the agreement, the fact that the Selnts 

preeented memoriala for both atate and territorial 

governsMnta, Indicating their willingneas to accept 

territorial government may have affected the fInel 

deeieion of the oomprosdae committee* 

On SOptombor 9, 1850, the Omnibue Bill peaaed 

the Houae by a vote of 97 to 86 and the Senate by e 

vote of 51 to 10, and on the same day Prealdent Fillmore 

signed it.^^ Thus, Utah reeoived territorial government. 

't y 

26 Congreaaional Globe. XXI, pp. 1T76, 1784. 

"'r'fJr^v •"' ..-.* • --.'AT 
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CHAPTER VZ 

BGOHOMIC AMD SOCIAL LIFE IH DESaOf 1847-1849 

The earliest activltiea of the Saints were those 

prompted byeoonomio necessity; namely, planting of 

oropp, eetabli^ing a settlement, and exploring the 

country to determine the nature of their eurroundlngo. 

Soon after the arrival of the pioneer company 

thb hard-baked eoll waa ploughed, a temporary dam con* 

structed, and the watera of City Creek turned upon tho 

land* Brlgham Young's prophecy "We ahall make tho 

desert blossom as the rose* literally came true under 

his able leaderahip. From the firet day of their 
I . 

arrival the Saints seemed to have the prophecy alwaya 

in mind. 
^ • j > 

Perhaps the most significant feature of the region 

from the standpoint of ability to support the populetion 

was aridity. The mean annual rainfall of Utah ia eleven 

inohes, two-thirds of which occurs during the winter 

months. For that reason the location of Mormon eettlo-

nontO:̂  was determined by the preeenoe of water and 

wood* The wooded and grassy slopes furnished fuel, 

fenoe polos, and building material} the greasy sloped 

furnished food for the sheep and cattle. 

Tho first houses were oonetruotod aa parta of tho 

fort, whioh was deemed neeessary as defence against tho 
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Indiano* They were built of logs and oun-driod bricks, 

opening into a largo square, the entrance of whioh 

WAS defended by gatee, and formed a tolerably secure 

fortification,^ 

On J>2ly 28, 1847, Bric^m Young inauguratod 

measures for building a city. Re deaignated a tract 

of land between the forks of City Crook ae the alto 

of a temple• The apostles deoided to lay out the city 

in blocks of ten a ore a with atroots of eight rods 

running at right angles, with twenty feet of each 

side given to sidewalks. Tf blocks were to be divided 

into lots eontaining one and ono^fourth aores eaeh. 

It was planned that only one houee be built on e lot, 

and that twenty feet back from the line and in tho 

center of the lot, so that there might be uniformity 

throui^out the city. Beyond the city limite, in tho 

farming and paoturing districts, fielde of five, ton, 

and twenty aeros wore laid out, the emalleet being 

near the oity. Brlgham Young iasuod an edict *thnt no 

man buy or eoll land." Bvery person had hia land 

moosurod out to his aoeording to hie needs and ability 

to oare for it« He might do what ho wished with it, 

but he should bo industrious and take oare of it.' 

1 Journal History. (MS), 1847. 

>Ibid., JUy 86, 1847. 

.̂. 
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This system, productive of economic Independence, was 

in a large measure responsible for the prosperity of 

the Saints during the early period of the settlement. 

Auguet t, 1847, Oreon Pratt and Elder Sherwood 

began the surveying of the site for the first oity, 

beginning with the acreage set aside for the temple 

blook. The surveyors worked rapidly and on the after

noon of Auguet 7, the Twelve Ipostles walked to the 

Temple Blook to select their Inheritanoea. President 

Young took the blook east of the site; Heber C, Kimball, 

the block north; Oraon Pratt, the one south; and George 

A. Smith, the blook weat of it. Other Apostles took 

their land conveniently near the four just named* 

Meanwhile, plowing, planting, and exploring adjacent 

canyons and streams kept the entire company buay. 

Neither was their religion holidayed, for the day the 

Twelve Apostles took their inheritances of land Heber 

C. Kimball baptised fifty-five.' 

In the typioal Mormon village farmers lived on 

garden plots one-half to one acre in else. These were 

large enough to produce an ample supply of fruits and 

vegetables for family use. The farmer kept one or 

two cows plua some chiokens, thereby becoming almost 

self-supporting. 

'ibid., August 2, 1847. 
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The houses were built back from the street twenty 

feet to permit space for a lawn, flowers, and ahrubs. 

In Salt Lake City these were watered from the rear from 

dltohea running down every etreet between sidewalk and 

road. In the center of the village, oooupying a portion 

of the public square stood the church building or meet

ing house, as the Mormons oalled it, for in the 

earliest days it served for ell purposes—school, 

churoh, town meetings, end entertainmenta. Somewhere 

in the village near the Bii^op's house and centrally 

looated was the tithing yard and atorehouse Where were 

received the payments made in kind of the Lord's tenth. 

The inhabitants for the most pert lived in peace 

and harmony and all were required to work. There waa 

no place for a sluggard. It will be remembered that 

when the first vanguard of 145 men reached the Great 

Salt Lake valley, they immediately eet to work to 

break the land, sow seeds, and build shelters. One 

significant fact is that the people worked for the 

common welfare, aa well as their own. Brlgham Young, 

the undleputod ruler, saw to this. Yet, he possessed 

indomitable character1sties of leaderahip that he waa 

by no means a despot. His people obeyed his oommande 

becauae to them he was a chosen man of Ood; hia word 

was law, and they loved him. 

The varioua building operatlona requiring wood, 

•noh as fenoes, oabina, bridges, and furniture, together 
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with the cuttings for fuel made a serious draft on 

the nearest supplies of timber. Trails were soon made 

to United supplies in Red Butte Canyon, six miles 

east of the Salt Lake settlement and at the mouth of 

Little Cottonwood about twenty miles southeast of the 

pioneer camp. Cutting was carefully regulated by order 

of the High Council. A timber, fuel, and pole committee 

was appointed. This committee took an Inventory of 

wood and timber eupplles on February 10, 1848, and 

reported on hand, but privately owned, 202 loads of 

wood, 296 fenoe poles, 196 covering polee, 506 house 

logs, and 118 saw logs.^ 

It is evident that some articlee could not be 

produced and had to be Imported. In November, 1847, 

a company of eighteen men, led by Horaoe K. Lathrop, 

Orrin P* Rockwell, and Ellsa K* Fuller were sent to 

California to get seed and oows* They pxirohaaed two 

hundred head at six dollars per head, paying two hundred 

and thirty dollars oaah and getting twelve months 

credit on the balance* They returned to the valley 

about May 1, 1848, lees forty head of eattle that 

escaped on the Mohave Deaort.' Other trade was 

carried on with the Hudson Bay Company and oitiea 

*Ibld., February 10, 1848. 

'ibid.. May 1, 1848. 

'ibid*. Letter to Hudson Bay Company, December 
7, 1647*:;̂  
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of the East. 

Better roada were needed than the almple traila 

whioh thoy firat made. However, the firat ordinance 

for building atate roads was not passed until January 

28, 1850. By this time, oommunloatlon with the out

side world had become rather well eatablished. At the 

meeting of the General Aaaembly In January, a ayatom 

of roads was Inaugurated for the common good and a 

State Commissioner of the same was appointed.' 

Many of the early roads were toll roads. The 

Deseret News carried an account of one opened July 4, 

1860, to accommodate the passage of emigrents botwemn 

the states and California. It lay between the Weber 

Hiver and Great Salt Lake, a distance of forty milee. 

The following charges were madet fifty centa per con-

veyanoe drawn by one animal, and seventy-five cente 

per conveyance for those drawn by two; ten cents per 

head waa charged for each additional drought, pack, 

or saddle animal; five cents per head for loose stook, 

and one cent per head for aheop.' The prooeeda from 

the toll roads went to pay for their oonetruotion. 

Nor did the Saints forget to provide educational 

advantages. Wo aooner had they arrived In the valley 

'̂ Îbid., Jhnuary, 1850, 

'peseret News, Vol. I, No. 5, July 4, 1850. 
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than they aet up school in s tent. Ignorance was 

frowned upon by the Saints from the beginning.* At 

first education was mainly of an elementary nature, 

school SDmetimes being held in the home of some indi

vidual. Realizing the amount of Illiteracy among tho 

adults, the Saints established a parents' school in 

Salt Lake City for the inatruction of the heads of 

families and the training of teaohera. Later primary 

and other achools opened in all principal aettlomonte. 

For students sufflolently advanced, elasses were organised 

as early as the winter of 1848 for the study of ancient 

and modern languages. Their further Interest in 

education was shown when the General Assembly peaaed 

a bill February 28, 1860, establlahlng the TTniveraity 

of Deseret, to be looated In Salt Lake City. An 

appropriation of |6,000 per year for twenty yeare waa 

made for this, the first university establiahed weat 

of Missouri. Orson Spencer was the firet Preeldent 

and held a Master's degree.^^ All living languages 

were to be taught, and astronomy, geology, chemistry, 

agrloulture, engineering, and other branches of sclenoo 

were included in the ourrioulum.^^ 

9 

1959 
Interview, Alvln Stolth, U)*S.» Librarian, July 12, 

lOeancroft, Hiatory of TTtiOi, Vol* XXI, pp* 525, 524. 

l l l b l d . , p. 526. 
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In 1850 the firat newsi)aper made Its appearance 

in Salt Lake City. It was oalled The Deaeret Newa, 

publiahed weekly and edited by Willard Richards. Until 

August 19, 1851, it was Issued as an eight-page quarto. 

The pages were Bii by 6i inches without oolimin rules. 

In November of the same year, however. It oppeared in 

folio form and greatly Improved. The motto it bore 

was "Truth and Liberty*" In the upper left-hand corner 

of the first page was always found this quotation, 

"This Is the place," which were the worda reputed to 

have been spoken by Brlgham Young when his pilgrims 

arrived in "the promised land" of Deseret. Beeides 

conveying the news, the paper was the official organ 

of the churoh and continued to xemlnd the people they 

dwelt on sacred ground. Subaoriptions were exchanged 

for foodatuffa, since money, at first, was scarce. An 

issue of June ,15, 1860, carried thia advertieementt 

**Wanted, at our office, floiir, wheat, cornmeal, butter, 

choose, tallow and pork, in exohango for the Newe,"^ 

The terms in caah were two dollara and fifty cents for 

six months and fifteen oents per single copy. For 

years it was the only paper In the city end is today 

one of the leading papera of Utah. 

In spite of the fact that there was little actual 

oaflfti in the state during the first two years. Industry 

l^The Deseret News, Vol. I, No. 1. 
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thrived. Cloth was produced at home by mothers and 

daughters. In most cases they carded the wool, spun 

the thread, and wove it Into cloth. Mrs* Marsh related 

that she made the first suit her husband ever had* 

She ollpped the wool, washed It, carded it, and apun it 

into oloth.^' Other products were turned into useful 

merchandise most generally In the homes without the aid 

of machinery. Samuel Mulllner waa the firat individual 

to home-tan leather and in 1850 built a tannery on 

Main and Second streets in Salt Leke. All kinda of 

manufacturing were slow due to the lack of capital. 

Yet, by 1851, flour, lumber, leather, and cloth had 

been produced to meet the demands of the inhabitanta 

of the valley, though not enough was produced for export. 

Among the pioneers were many skilled workmen. There 

were workers In wood, iron, wool, cotton, besldoe 

14 

there being miners. ' Mill irons, millstones, print

ing presses, types, paper, and carding machines had 

been broxight by the emigrants of 1848. 

There was one oomnodlty of whioh the Saints had 

a superabundanoy. That was salt. The firat two loads 

ever exported from the region were removed August 12, 

1847, and taken to the remainder of the "Camp of Zion" 

I'Levi Edgar Young, Founding of Utah, pp* 192*197. 

1*Bancroft, 0£. clt., §• 527. 
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at winter quarters near Council Bluffs. The first 

manufacture of salt of any note was fostered by Charles 

White, 1850, through a proceas of evaporating water 

of the Great Salt Lake In sheet iron boilers*^' Thus 

we see the Saints taking advantage of that natural 

mineral, oven as they did copper, iron ore, and others 

that were to be found in abundance. 

Prom the beginning a medium of exchange was needed 

Coarrency was blankets, grain, and seeds* Gold dust 

was first used for currency, but there was such a 

waste in weighing It that it became impractloable. 

True to the adage that "neoesslty is the mother of 

invention," an attempt was made by John Kay to coin 

gold dust. All dies were oast in Salt Lake City and 

all other materials needed were produced there. The 

attempt was a failure, since the crucibles broke. 

But subsequent attempts were more suooessful. This is 

another unique part of Deseret history. Where in the 

United States before did a people undertake to ooln 

their own money independent of federal authorityj The 

later coin waa of pure gold without alloy and in de

nominations of |2.50, ^5.00, and |20.00 pieces. On 

one side was a beehive and spread eagle, with tho 

ISfidward W. Tullldge, Tullldge's Histories of 
Utah, Vol. II, pp* 82-85. 
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inaoription "Deseret Assay Office, Pure Gold" snd at 

the baae "5 D*. On the other side was a lion surrounded 

by the words "Holiness to the Lord*"^' 

Due to the inefficiency of the coining process, tho 

Municipal Council of Salt Lake City agreed to circulate 

a paper currency and appointed Brlgham Young, Heber C. 

Kimball, and Newel K* Whitney to make auoh an iasue. 

The first dollar bill was Issued January 1, 1849, two 

days later, a five dollar note was ready for circulation. 

January 6, the Council passed a resolution making the 

Kirtland bank bills legal, '*thus purposely fulfilling 

a proi^eoy of Joseph Smith that the Kirtland notea 

would one day be as good as gold."̂ *'' 

Despite lack of capital, poor travel facilities, 

and great distance to the centers of trade, the Saints 

progressed and the population continued to increase. 

The first census made In April, 1851, shows the follow

ing population: "Salt Lake County, 6,156; Utah County, 

iBfiO^i Weber County, 1,145; Davia County, 1,128; 

Sampete County, 565; Iron County, 560; Toole Territory 

known as Green River Precinct, 46; or a total of 11,554 

of which 6,026 were males and 5,528 females."18 

^'Bancroft, op. clt.. Vol. XXI, pp. 290-291. 

'̂̂ Ibid., p. 291. 

I'c. C. Goodwin, 0£. clt., p. 25. 
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During the winter of 1848 S. V. St. John wrote 

from salt Lake that there had been only ten deaths, 

five of which were adults and five children* nlrths, 

he stated, were numerous—three or four some days.J-® 

The number of deaths is nominal, considering the 

number of inhabitants and the hardships they end\a»ed 

in the virgin land. 

Aside from their Industrious habits, their govern

mental and chtirch organization, there is another 

phase of their life which should not be overlooked. 

The Sainta, we are told, possessed a remarkable gift 

to oast off their cares. Old and young together would 

while away the time In dancing to the music of the 

accoMion, organ, or flute, or perchance "to the 
..20 

nmsical straina of a well-trained orchestra or band." 

The first festivities on a large soMle In the 

vallOy of the Great Salt Lake took place when the 

Constitutional Convention mot in March, 1849* At 

daybreak a oannon was fired; bands of music paaaed 

through the streets* The flag which had been brought 

from Nauvoo was displayed* A parade composed of young 

men and girls bore banners, sang, and escorted Brlgham 

J-^Journal History, (MS), January, 1848. 

20c* C. Goodwin, 0£. clt.. 
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Young to the Bowery* They were received by the rest 

of those present with shouts of "Hosanna to Ood and 

the Lamb*" Words of "Hall to the Governor of Deseret" 

greeted them on every side as they passed down the 

aisles of the Bowery. After the Constitution waa read 

a great feast was spread on tables fourteen hundred 

21 feet long. 

Captain Stanabury declared thatt 

In soolal life the Mormons are pre-eminent* 
In their aoclal gatherings and evening partiea, 
patronized by the presence of prophets and 
apostles. It is not \musual to open the bell 
with a prayer* • * . And then will follow the 
most sprightly danoing In which all Join with 
hearty good will from the highest dignitary 
to the humblest individual* . * . Their pri
vate balls and soirees are frequently attended 
beyond the time of cook crowing by the 
younger members, and the remalna of the 
evening repast furnish the breakfast for the 
Jovial guests.22 

The love for dramatics was oonapiouous* Home 

troops whioh sprang up In many of the larger centers, 

took a pride in appearing before theatre-goers in plays 

of considerable merit. Brlgham Young was fond of 

theatricals and always kept a reeerve seat in the Selt 

Lake theatre. He encouraged all things that had a 

tendency to advance, improve, or upbuild mankind.^' 

2lBancroft, 0£. clt.. Vol. XVI, p, 294. 

222dward Tullldge, History of ^Ighara Young, pp. 
230-231. 

^'c. C* Goodwin, ££* clt*, pp. 13-16. 

file:///musual
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1860 marked the organisation of the Deseret 

Vuaieal Drmmatio Association* It produced in tho 

*01d Bewory" the firat drmmatio produotion of tho 

oetabliihod theatre* The oooipany was mode up of 

noabore of the old waxtvoo Brass Bsnd and people who 

hod belonged to tho dramatic oosqpany in Nauvoo to* 

gothor with those of tho valley who were interested in 

dronatioo* Its purpose waa to pronoto the dxvsa and 

onoourago muolo*^ 

later, trovoling troops on their woy to tho 

Pnoifio ooaet found it convenient and often profitable 

to stop over in Salt Lake City and present their 

drosMitio offoringo* Soae of the groatoot aotore and 

aotrossea of the p«piod made tholr appoaranoo on tho 

Salt Lake stago#^^ 

Thus wo see that tho Saints wore intorostod in 

the oultivation of the higher arte as well as intorostod 

in sAlntoining a government of their own design. 

^Levi Bdgar Young, Founding pt Utah, pp, 554, 545• 

^^Porsonal intorviewf Luoillo Tuttlo (dranatios 
toaohor of Salt Lake), July 16, 1959, 

r r 
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CHAPTER VII 

TRANSITION FROM STATE TO TERRITORY 

The appellation "The State of Deseret" receded 

into the category of the obaolete with the refusal 

of Congress to perpetuate the name and grant statehood 

to the territory embodied* Following the rejection, 

a bill was Introduced asking for territorial govern

ment. September 9, 1850, the bill became a law with 

the signature of President Fillmore. The new boundary 

was set with California on the west, Oregon on the 

north, the summit of the Rocky Mountsina on the eaat, 

and the thlrty-aeventh parallel of north latitude on 

the south.^ The oontraoted domain became known as 

the Territory of Utah. 

By terms of the Organic Act the executive power 

was vested in a governor holding office for four years. 

The governor was also Commander-in-ohief of the militia 

and ex-offlolo auperIntendent of Indian Affairs* All 

laoa passed by the legislature had to be approved by 

the governor, who in turn cent them to Congress for 

its approval br diaapproval* 

Legislative power was vested In the governor and 

a legislative assembly consisting of a council and a 

I i I 

r 

Iw* A. Linn, Story of the Mormonŝ  p. 451* 
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house of representatives. The former consisted of 

thirteen members holding office for two years, while 

the latter was composed of twenty-six members elected 

for one year. 

Judicial powera were veated in a supreme court, 

consisting of a chief Judge and two aasoolate Juatioes; 

three dietrlot courts, each presided over by a justice 

of the supreme court; probate courts; and the Justices 

of the peace. 

The governor, secretary, chief Judge, aaaoolate 

Justices, attorney and marshal each holding office 

for four years, were to be appointed by the President 

of the United States with the advioe and consent of 

the Senate* It was stipulated that the salary of the 

governor should be fifteen hundred dollars, with an 

additional one thouaand for the Superintendent of 

Indian Affairs* The secretary and eaoh of the three 

Justloea were to reoelve eighteen hundred dollars e 

year* Provision was made whereby the people might 

elect their own delegate to Congress* Finally, the 

Act extended federal authority to the territory in so 

fer as It waa applicable. 

Congress sustained all officers In their orlglnel 

positions except three—the Secretary, Chief Justice, 

and an Associate Justice. The last named three later 

deserted their posts and returned to Washington bearing 

W 
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the report that they were not able to "get along" 

with the Mormona.' 

The following officers for the new government 

were appointed by President Millard Fillmore September 

80, 1850; Territorial Governor and Superintendent of 

Indian Affalra, Brlgham Young; Territorial Secretary, 

Benjamin D* Harris; Chief justice, L* 0, Brandeburg; 

Associate Justices, Perry C* Broochus (reeigned later) 

and Zerubbabel Snow; Attorney, Seth W* Blair; U* S. 

Marshal, JoseiAi L. Heywood.^ 

Representation to the national government waa 

allotted by Congress. There were thirteen Councilors 

and twenty-six reprosentativoe—theae to be ohoeen by 

the people of the territory. 

Due to slow methods of travel and great distanoee, 

it was fotJr months from the time the Enabling Act waa 

passed, which granted territorial government, until 

the news reached Salt Lake City. The Information came 

by the way of a party of Mormona who had Just returned 

from Southern California. One of the party, Henry B. 

Gibson, had read the newe in a oopy of the Wow York 

tribune whioh had reached California by way of the 

Isthmus of Panama*^ 

'c* C. Goodwin, History of Bench and Bar, pp. 21-22. 

'journal History (MS), Juno*January, I860. 

^Whitney, Hiatory of Utah, I, p. 452. 
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It was March, 1851, before official action was 

taken by the Mormons concerning their new state of 

existence. The two houses of the legislature of 

Deaeret, alttlng together, adopted reaolutions to 

accept territorial government in that month and tendered 

Union Square In Salt Lake City as a site for their 

governmental buildings. This meeting officially ended 

the State of Deseret, though in organic function it 

\ was essentially the same. "At the first session of 

^ the territorial legislature all ordinances end acts 

of the provisional government were legalised if not 

in conflict with the Organic Act and United States lawa." 

Naturally, the Mormons wanted to govern themselves* 

They had migrated westward for political and religioua 

freedom. For this reaaon, probably, they choae to 

settle in a virgin country far removed from the ohocke 

of civiliaatlon. 

However, with the inauguration of territorial 

government in Utah, there began a conflict between 

Saint and gentile that laat almoat half a oentury* 

What the people wanted was the right to govern them

selves and it was the denial of this right which led to 

friction. If the petition for statehood had been 

granted, it is likely that many ills would have been 

^Inventory of the County Archives of Utah. Ho. 
10, Grand Counlyn[l!iatorleal Records survey}. 
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I 
solved. Under territorial governient many flocked to ^ 

tho Great Baein territory to receive governsient posts. | 

Thoee '*foroignere" could not appreciete the spirit of 

the Thoooraoy, neither did the Saints appreciate "an 

outsider" disrupting the harsiony thoy had enjoyed. 

The fuaion of powere and their concentration in 

one person continued In fact as well es in theory. 

ROny, a non-Mormon resident in the land at the time, 

roletesI 
The government of the Mormone of Utah 

ia neither more nor less than genuine thoo
oraoy in which the President of the Churoh 
is at one and the same time, in the name of 
God, Iting both of aouls and bodies* . * . 
There Is no mistake about it* Brlgham Young 
ie at once King and sovereign Pontiff. 

This may be an exaggereted stetement, nevertholeea it 

waa an obeervation. Mo doubt the gentile minority 

in the territory, being alien to Mormon beliefs, felt | ] 

themeelves isolated both in religioue worship and in { 

governsent. Yet, the theocratic offioiela proceeded | 

to provide for ell people according to territorial plan. 

July 4, 1861^ the firet territorial election was 

held in Utah following a proclamation iasuod by Brlgham 

Young on JUly 1; a full quota of roproeontativos was 

eleoted to the Lsgiolative Aeeembly, and Dr. John M. 

Bernhisel, who had aet through the etormy days of 

seeking statehood recognition for hie people, became 

the firat delegate to Congreas from Utah by a unanimouo 

i i 
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choice of the people. On September 18, 1851, the 

ret\arna of the election were officially announced 

through a proclamation of Brlgham Young which bore 

the aignature of the aeoretary. Thus the mechaniam 

for territorial government of Utah was officially 

uwhered in. 

Aelde from curtailment of boundary the domain 

remained organically the same, and continued to fxinction 

as provided in the Constitution of the State of Deseret* 

We find practically the same group of men at the head 

of the government under the theocracy, the state, and 

the territory* The same Ideals were perpetuated under 

eaoh newly-named form of government* The Churoh and 

State continued to function as Independent bodies 

under state and territorial rule, yet eaoh had the 

aame corps of officers* Brlgham Young, the President 

of the High Council, under the theocracy, bore the 

title Provisional Governor under Deseret, and Terri

torial Governor under organization of territoriel 

government. Similarly, other Mormon dignataries 

remained at reaponslble posts throughout the period, 

changing their titles, perhaps, but retaining their 

same powers of government. 

6Journal History (MS), July, 1851. 
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Today Deeeret, as a word, has faded into oblivion, 

but the land of the honey bee still lives and enjoys 

the same privileges as other states of our federal 

Uhion. Its peculiar form of government served its 

purpose and contributed a unique chapter to the hiatory 

of the United Statea. 

ii ii 
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AFTERWORD 

The State of Deseret was organized by a con

vention which met at Salt Lake City in the spring 

of 1849. This adventure followed a brief period of 

theocratic government by Mormon church officials who 

had governed In both civil and ecclesiastical matters. 

With the gold rush to California, "gentile", or non-

Mormon settlers, began to enter the valley* The 

new-comers questioned the Jurisdiction exercised by 

Mormon ohxirch officials; and denounced such a strange 

institution as a theocratic government on American soil* 

Accordingly, a convention summoned to Salt Lake 

City in March, 1849, framed a constitution for a 

state to embrace practically all the territory within 

the Great Basin as well as a corridor extending 

through Arizona and southern California to the coast* 

Early in the summer an election was held and 

the machinery of the new State of Deseret was set 

in motion. While the new political organization 

presents no striking departure from the states within 

the Union, It was dominated by the same element that 

had control over the theocracy* The Deseret govern

ment, however, does appear to have exercised unusual 

authority when they minted gold coins, and Issued 

paper money redeemable at the tithing houses* 
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Two delegates were designated to represent the 

new political organization at Washington. A 

memorial was addressed to Congress asking for re

cognition as a state in the Union with the alternative 

of reoognition as a territory* Counter petitions 

were presented from other groups of Latter Day 

Saints, denounced the State of Deseret and its 

leaders* After prolonged debate both requests were 

lost in the new Issues that were Involved In the 

Compromise of 1850, 

As the Compromise provided among other things, 

for the organisation.of a territory 6f Utah, the 

State of Deeeret ceased to exist in September, 1851. 

Since the new territory embraced the present statea 

of Utah and Nevada, with the acts of the State of 

Deseret validated under territorial atatus, the 

Mormons received in substance nearly all that they 

had dealred. 

1 
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PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT 
OF THE 

STATE OF DESERET i 

Abstract of Convention Minutea. 

On the fifteenth of March, 1849, the Convention 

appointed the following persons, a Committee to draft 

a Constitution for the State of Deseret, vlss 

Albert Carrington, Charles C* Rich, 

Joseph Heywood, John Toylor, 

William W* Phelpe, Parley P* Prett, 

David Fullmer, John M, Bernhisel, 

John S. Fullmer, Ersstus Snow. 

March 18, 1849*—Albert Carrington, chairman of 

the Committee, reported the following Constitution, 

which was read, and unanimously adopted by the Con

vention!— 

C0NSTITT7TI0N 
OF THE STATE OP DFSBRET 

Preemble 

Whereas, a large number of the citisene of the 

United States, before, and alnce the Treety of Peace 

with the Republic of Mexico, emigrated to, and aettled 

in that portion of the territory of the United Statoe, 

lying west of the Rooky Mountains, and in the great 

interior Basin of Upper California; and. 

,*i 



Whereas, by reason of said treaty, all civil or

ganisation, originating from the Republic of Mexico 

beoame abrogated; and. 

Whereas, the Congress of the United States has 

failed to provide a form of civil government for the 

territory so acquired, or any portion thereof; and. 

Whereas, civil government snd lawr are necessary 

for the seourity, peace, and prosperity of society; and. 

Whereas, It is a fundamental principle in all 

republican governments, that all polltioal power is | 

Inherent in the people; and governments instituted for 

their proteotion, security and benefit, should emanate 

from the sosies 

Therefore, your Committee beg leave to recommend 

the adoption of the following Constitution, until the 

Congress of the United States shall otherwise provide 

for the Government of the Territory, hereinafter named 

and desorlbed, by admitting us into the Union. We, 

The People, Grateful to the Supreme Being for the 

blessings hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our dependenoe 

on Him for a continuation of those blessings. Do 

Ordain And Establiahed A Free And Independent Govern

ment, by the name of the Stete of Deaeret; including 

all the territory of the united Statoe, within the 

following boundariee, to witi Commencing at the 550, 

north latitude where it crossee the 1080, longitude 



weet of Oreonwioh, thence running south and west to 

the northern boundary of Mexico; thence west to, and 

down the main channel of the Gila river, (or the 

northern line of Mexico); and on the northern boundary 

of Lower California to the Pacific ocean; thence along 

the coast, north weeterly to the 1180, 50' of west 

longitude; thence North to where eald line intersects 

tho dividing ridge of the Sierra Nevada mountalna; 

thence north along the summit of the Sierra Nevada 

Mountains to the dividing range of mountalna, that 

separate the waters flowing into the Columbia river, 

from the waters running into the Great Basin; thence 

easterly a).ong the dividing range of mounteins that 

separate eaid waters flowing Into the Columbie river 

on the north; from the wsters flowing into the Great 

on the south, to the summit of the Wind River chain 

of mountalna; thence aouth eaat and south by the 

dividing range of mountalna that seperate the waters 

flowing into the Gulf of Mexico, from the watera 

flowing into the Gulf of Celifomia, to the plaoo of 

beginning; as set forth In a map drawn by Charloa 

Prouse, and published by order of the Senate of tho 

united States, in 1848. 

Article I. 

The powers of Government of the State of Boseret, 

idnall be divided into three distinot departments; vis.. 

i 
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Legisletive, Ixeoutive, and Judiciary, 

Artiole I I . Of the Legislative 

Section 1. 

The legislative authority of this State, ahall bo 

vested in a General Assembly, consisting of a Senate 

and House of Representatives; both to be eleoted by 

the, people. 

Section II. 

The session of the General Aasembly, shall bo 

annual; and the firet Session be held on the firet 

Monday of JUly next; and thereafter, on the firet Monday 

of December; unless the Governor of the State shall 

convene the Aeeembly, In the Interim, by Proolamation. 

Section III* 

The members of the Houee of Ropresentetives shall 

be ohoeen biennially, by the qualified eloetora of their 

respective districts, on the first Monday In August; 

whose term of office shall continue two years from tho 

day of the general eleotion. 

Sootion IV. 

Mo person shall be a member of the Houee of Roproaent-

ativee, who haa not attained the age of 25 year; the 

same to be a free, white, male oitisen of the United 

States, and an inhabitant of this State, one year pre

ceding the time of hia olootion« and a resident of tho 

distriot or county 50 days next preooding his olootion; 



and have at his eleotion, an actual residence in tho 

district he may be choaen to repreaent. 

Sootion V. 

Senators shall be choaen for the term of four years, 

at the aame time and place of Repreeentativea; thoy 

ahall be thirty years of age; and possess the quali-

fioationa of Representatives, aa to residence and 

citisenAiip. 

Section VI. 

The number of Senators shall not be lees than one 

third, nor more than one half of the Representativea; 

and, at the first session of the General Assembly, after 

this Constitution takes effect, the Senate ahall be 

divided by lot, aa equally as may be, into two olaaaea; 

the aeats of the Senators of the first olaas, shall bo 

vacated at the expiration of two years, so that one 

half of the Senate ahall be elected biennially. 

Section VII. 

Eaoh house shell choose its own officers,—and Judge 

of the qualification, eleotion, and return of its own 

members; and contested elections shall be determined 

in such manner aa ahall hereafter be directed by law. 

Section VIII. 

A majority in each houae, shall oonstitute a quorum 

to do buslnees; but a smaller number may adjourn from 

day to day, and compel the attendance of absent members, 

in ouch manner, end under suoh penalty, aa each houeo 

may provide. 
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Seotion IX* 

Eaoh houae shall have all powers neceeeary for a 

branch of the General Aaeonbly of a free and in* 

dependent government. 

Seotion X. 

Baoh member of the Aaoombly shall be privileged 

from c i v i l arrest , during any session, and in going 

to , and returning from the aame. 

Seotion XI. 

Neither house ahall, without the conaent of tho 

other, adjourn for more than three daya; nor to any 

other place, than that in which they may be alttlng. 

Seotion XII. 

The Assembly rtiall, at Ita f irat session, provide 

for an enumeration of the white inhabitanta, and an 

apportionment for the Senatora and Repreaentetlvee. 

Seotion XIII. 

Each Bomber of the Aaaembly ahall take an oath or 

affirmation to aupport the Conetltution of the United 

Statea, and of this State; and membere ahall and are 

hereby empowered to administer aaid oath, or affirma* 

tion to eaoh other. 

Seotion XIV. 

The veto power of the Governor, ehall be allowed 

by the Assembly, except on bille, which when reooneidered, 

ehall be again passed by a majority of two thlrdo 

of those present; and any bill vetoed by the Governor, 

r 
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shall bo roturned within ten days, (ftindays excepted), 

v i th hie objeotione; otherwise i t shall become a law; 

unless the Assembly, by adJournsMnt, prevent i t s rettirn. 

Seotion XV* 

Svez>y law paaaed by the Aeeembly, ahall take effect 

from and after due publication by authority. 

Seotion XVI. 

The voters of this State, may e lec t , et the f i r s t 

e leot ion, not exceeding 17 Senatora, and 56 Roproaontativee. 

Artiole I I I . Of the Executive. 

Seotion I . 

The executive power shall be veated in a Governor, 

who ahall hold his office for four yeara. A Lieutenant 

Governor ilhall be eleoted at the same time, and for tho 

same term, who ahall be the Prealdent of the Senate. 

Section II. 

No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor 

or Lieutenant Governor, who has not been a oitisen of 

the United States, and a resident of this State, two 

years next preceding his election, and attained tho 

age of 65 yeara, at the time of his eleotion. 

Seotion III. 

The Governor tfiall bo commander in chief of tho 

m i l i t i a , navy, and a l l tho armies of this Stste. 

Bection IV. 

He shall transaot all executive businoaa with tho 

offloora of government, civil and military, and may 

i 
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require inforsM^tion in writing from the officera of the 

eacooutivo department, upon any aubjeot relating to tho 

dutiee of their reapeotive of f ices . 

Seotion V. 

Re ehall aee that the laws are faithfully executed. 

Seotion VX. 

When any office shall, from any oauae, become 

vacant, and no mode is preeorlbed by the Conetltution 

and laws for filling suoh vaoanoy, the Governor ahall 

have power to fill such vacancy, by granting a commlaeion, 

which ehall expire when such vacancy shall be filled 

by due course of law. 

Seotion VII. 

He ahall also have power, to convene the General 

Assembly, by proclanatlon, when in hie opinion the 

Intereata of the State require it, 

Seotion VIII. 

He rtiall oomsninloato by mesaage to the General 

Aeoembly, at every eeesioa, the condition of the State; 

and reoommend euch matters as he ahall deem expedient. 

Seotion IX. 

In case of disagreement in the General Aaaembly, 

with regard to the time of adJournsMnt, the Governor 

ahall have power to diaaolvo the aeaeion by proolaMitlon. 

Seotion X. 

Mo poroon i l ia l l , while holding any luorative offioo 

under the Uhited States, or th i s State, exooute tho 



offioo of Governor, exeept aa shal l be prescribed by 

law. i 

Section XI. 

The Governor ahall have power to grant reprieves 

and pardons, and commute punishments after oonvictlon; 

exoept in cases of impeachement. 

Section XII. 

The Governor ahall receive, for his services, 

suoh compensation as shall hereafter be provided 

bŷ  law. 

Section XIII. 

There ehall be a Seal of thia State, whioh ahall 

be kept by the Governor, and used by him of f i c ia l ly , 

ahd shall be called "Great Seal of the Stete of Deaeret." 

Seotion XIV. 

All granta and commissions shall be In the name 

and by the authority of the people of the state of 

Deeeret; aealed with the Great Seal of the State, 

signed by the Governor, and counteralgnod by the 

Secretary of State* 

Seotion XV. 

A Secretary of State, Treaaurer, and Auditor of 

Public Accounts, shall be eleoted by the qualified 

eloetora, who shall continue In office for the term of 

four years. 

The Secretary of SUte shall keep a fair Rogiatry 



of oil tho offioial acta of the Governor, and shall 

when required lay the same, together with all papers, 

minutea, and vouchera, relative thereto, before either 

branoh of the General Aasembly, and ahall perform auoh 

other duties aa shall be assigned him by law. 

Seotion XVI. 

In caae of impeachment of the Governor, hia re

moval from office, death, realgnation, or absenoo 

from the State, the powera, and duties of the offioo 

ehall devolve upon the Lieutenant Governor, until auoh 

disability shall cease, or the vacancy be filled. 

Artiole IV. Of the Judiciary. 

Seotion I. 

The judicial power ttiall be vested in e SuprosM 

Court, and auoh inferior courts a a the General Aeeembly 

shall from time to time eetablish. 

Seotion ZI, 

The Supreme Court ittiall conalat of a Chief JUetioo, 

and two Aaeociatea, either two of whom ahall be a 

quorum to hold courts. 

Seotion 'III. 

Tho judges of tho aapromo Coiirt shall be eleoted 

by joint vote of both houees of the General AaooBOily, 

•tad shall hold their oourta at auoh time and plaoo aa 

the oonorol Aasembly ahall diroot; andi hold their 

offioo for the term of four yeara, and unt i l thoir 



sucoeaaors are eleoted and qualified. The Judgea of 

the Supreme Court shall be conservators of the peace 

throu£^out the State, and shall exerclae auoh other 

juriadlotlona and appellate powers, as shall be pro

scribed by law. 

Section IV. 

The style of all proceas shall be, the State of 

Deseret, and all prosootitions shall be in the name, 

and by the authority of the State. 

Article V. Of Bleotiona. 

Seotion I. 

The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of î  

State, Treaaurer, and Auditor of Accounta, ahall bo 

eleoted by the qualified eloetora, a a provided for mem-

bora of the General Assembly, and at the time and plaoo 

appointed for holding the aame. 

Seotion II. 

.. The re turns of every election for Gcnrernor, Lieu

tenant Oovernor, Secretary of State, Treasurer, and 

Auditorif Jhall be aealed up, and tranamitted forthwith 

to tho seat of government, direotod to the Speaker of 

the Houae of Reproaontativee; who ahall, during the 

firat week of the aoeaion, open and publish them in r 

tho proaenoe of both Houaea of the Oonorol AeooMbly; ' 

and tho persons receiving a majority of all the legal 

votoe oaat for tholr reapeotive offices, shall bo doolarod 
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duly eleoted* 

Seotion III* 

The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretory of 

State, Treaaurer, and Auditor, ahall, before entering 

upon the dutlea of their reapeotive offlcea, take an 

oath or affirmation to support the Conetltution of tho 

United Statea, and of thia State; which oath or aff ina* 

ation ahall be adminiatered by the S|)eaker of the Houeo 

of Repreeentativea. 

Section IV. 

The first election for members of the General 

Aaaembly, and( other officers under this Constitution, 

shall be held on the first Monday of May next, et the 

usual placea of holding public meetinga. In the 

different diatricta and settlements; at which timm 

and place the qualified voters shall vote for or againat 

the adoption of this Constitution; and if a majority 

o f all the legal votea ahall be in favor of ita 

adoption, the same shall take effect from and after 

aaid eleotion. 

Seotion V« 

At the time and plaoo of holding the eleotiona, 

the qualified eleotore shall organise the polls by 

appointing two Judgea, who shall be authorised to 

qualify eaoh other, and appoint two ouitablo pereona 

aa clerks; and aaid judgea ehall, at the close of said 



eleotion, aeal up the number of votes so oast, and 

forthwith tranamit them to the prealdent of this 

convention. 

Seotion VI. 

The returns of the first election, herein pro

vided for, dhall be made to the chairman of this con

vention; who, together with the two secretaries, shall 

prooeed imnisdiatoly to open said returns, and count 

the votes; upon ascertaining the persons receiving a 

Biajorlty of votes, they shall forthwith notify them 

of their election. 

Seotion VII. 

The Genez*al Aaaembly shall, at ita firat aession, 

provide by law a general aystem of eleotion for offiooa 

under thia Conetltution; and auoh other officera aa 

nay be hereafter created by law. 

Section VIII. 

The manner of voting shall be by ballot. 

Seotion IX. 

The General Aasembly ahall meet at Groat Salt Lake 

City, whioh plaoo ahall be the seat of governsient, un

til otherwise provided by law. 

Seotion X« 

A.11 irtxlte male reaidonta of this State over tho 

ago of twenty-one yeara ahall have the privilege of 

voting at the f irst eleotion and adoption of this 



Constitutiont Provided, that no person in the milltery, 

naval, or marine oervlco of the United States shall be 

considered a resident of this State, by being atationed 

in any garrison, barraok, military, or naval place, 

or station within this State; unless otherwise provided 

for by law. 

Artiole VI. Of the Militia* 

Seotion I. 

The M i l i t i a of th i a s t a t e aha l l be composed of a l l 

able bodied, white male c i t i s e n a , between the ages of 

e ighteen and f o r t y f ive yea r s , except auoh as a r e , or 

nay he rea f t e r be exempt, by the laws of the nni ted 

S t a t e s , or of t h i s S ta t e ; and Shall be armed, equipped, 

and t r a i n e d , as the Genez*al Aaaembly may provide by law. 

Seotion I I* 

All commissioned' offleers of the militia, (staff 

offioere excepted), shall be elected by the pereona 

liable to perform military duty; and all cciBmlasloned 

officera shall be commissioned by the Governor. 

Artiole VII. Amendments of the Constitution. 

If at any time the General Aaaembly ehall deem it 

neoesaary, and for the beat interests of the State, 

that this Constitution ahould be reviaed, altered, or 

amended; the Assembly shall cauae such revlelons, 

alterations, or amendmenta to be published, in the 

•ame manner aa ahall be provided for the publication of 



tho atatutea; and appoint a day, not leaa than thirty 

daya thereafter, for the eleotore of the Coomionwoalth 

to aaaemblo In thoir aeveral preoinota, and vote for, 

or againat aaid rovlaiona, alterations, or amendmenta; 

and if a majority of aaid eleotore shall vote in favor 

of aaid rovlaiona, alterationa or amendmenta; tho 

same shall thereafter beoome parts, and paroela of 

thia Constitutions otherwiae thia Conetltution ahall 

remain unaltered. 

Article VIII* Declaration of Rlghta. 

Seotion I. 

In ropublioan governments, all men ahould be born 

equally free and Independent, and poaaess certain 

natural, easential, and inalienable rlghta; among Whioh, 

are thoae of enjoying and defending their life and 

liberty, aoquiring, poasesslng and proteoting pro

perty; and of seeking and obtaining their aafety and 

happiness. 

Seotion II. 

All political power ia inhorent in the people; 

and all free governments are founded in thoir authority, 

and instituted for their benefit; therefore, thoy have 

an inalienable and indefoaaiblo right to inetituto 

government; and to alter, reform, and totally ohango 

the same, when their safety, happiness, and the publio 

good Aiall require it. 



Section III* 

All men ahall have a naturOl and inalienable 

right to worship God, according to the dictatea of 

their own oonaoiencea; and the General Assembly shall 

make no law reapeotlng an eatabliahment of religion, 

or of prohibiting the free exerclae thereof, or die-

turb any peraon in his religioua worahip or aenta-

ments; provided he does not disturb the public peace, 

nor obatruct othera in their religioua worahip; and 

all peraone, demeaning themaelvea peaceably, aa good 

members of the state, lAiall be equally under the 

proteotion of the laws, and no subordination or pre

ference of any one sect or denomination to another, 

ahall ever be eatablished by law; nor shall any 

religious teat be ever required for any office of 

tx*uat under this State. 

Section IV. 

Any oitisen of this State, who may hereafter be 

engaged, either directly or Indirectly, in a duol, 

either as a principal, or accessory before the fact, 

shall bo diaqualified from holding any office under 

the Constitution, and laws of this State. 

Seotion V. 

Every person may speak, write, and publlah hia 

aentimonta, on all subjoots, being responsible for 

the abuae of that right; and no law ahall bo passed 



to atoidgo the liberty of apeooh or of the preaa* 

Seotion VI* 

Tho people ahall be secure in their persons, 

houses, paper0, and poaaessions, from unreaaonable 

aoarohea and seisurea* 

Seotion VII* 

The right of t r ia l by jury ahall remain inviolate; S 

and a l l criminala ahall be heard by self , or oo\msel; î  
'3 

at their own eleotion. 

Seotion VIII. 

All penaltiea and xmniahmonts shall be in pro

portion to the offence; and all offencoa before con

viction, ahall be bailable; exoopt oapital offencee, 

where the proof Is evident, or the preeumption great. 

Seotion IX* 

Tho writ of Haboaa Corpua shall not be auaponded 

unless in caae of rebellion, or Invaaion, or the 

publio aafety ahall require it* 

Seotion X. 

Treason againat this State, ahall consist only in 

levying war againat It, or adhering to ite enemiea, 

or giving them aid and comfort. 

Section XI. 

The General Assembly shall pass no b i l l of attainder, 

or ex poet fWoto law, or law Impairing the obligation 

of oontracta to hinder the execution of Justioo* 



Section XII* 

The lawa ahall not be auaponded, but by the 

logialative, or executive authority. 

Seotion XIII* 

The right of petition, by the people, ahall be 

preaorved inviolate* 

Section XIV. 

The right of oitiaens to keep and bear arma, for 

common defenoe, shall not be queationed. 

Seotion XV* 

Private property ahall not be taken for publio 

use, without Juet compensation* 

Seotion XVI. 

No standing army shall be kept up in time of 

peace, and the military shall at all timea, and in 

all plaoes, be in strict subordination to oivil power* 

Section XVII. 

The enumeration of oertaln rlghta shall not bo 

eonstrued to Impeir, nor deny othera retained by tho 

pooplo* 
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Manuacriptat 

Hiatory of Brlgham Young, 1844-1877. 
Tnis is a contemporary record compiled by 
official historians and scribes under the 
direction of Brlgham Young. It is the 
largeat collection of original writlnga 
of the Churoh of Jeaus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints. 

Journal History of the Church, 1850-
^ia IS a daTly record of events from 1850 
to the present day and contains transcripts 
of original documents many of which have 
been taken verbatim from the Manuscript 
History of Brlgham Young, 1844-1877* The 
compilation alao contains letters, minutes, 
and quotations from private diarlaa* 

Early Records of ptah. Salt Lake City, 1884. 
Tbis is an abridgement of the Manuacript 
History of Brlgham Young for 1847-1851. I 

Dooiunent as 

Congressional Globe 
— S l a t Congress, 1st Session, 1849-1850, XXI, 

Parts 1 and 2 . 
52 Congress, 1 Session, 1651-1852, Parta 1-5, 
and Appendix XXIV, XXV, Waahlngton, D.C* 

Houae Journal 
61 Congress, 1 Session, 1849-1850, Waahlngton, 
D.C. 

Invontory of County Archives of Utah 
So. iCPOrande County His"^rloal Records Survey, f 
Ogden, Utah. \ 

Lawa and Ordinances of the State of Deseret 
ITo^i lat lon , l8BI,"5eprlnt S i l t Lake City, 1919. 

Bookai 

Bancroft, H. H*, History of Utah, Vol. XXVI. Tho 
History Company Publishers, San Franclaco, 1889. 



Corri l l , John, griof Hiatory of the Church, St. 
Louie, 185^* 

Croor, L* H*, Utah and the Mation, Univeraity of 
VaAiington "proaa, "TOrtile, kaahington, 1929* 

Ferris, B*' G*, Utah and the Mormona, Mew York, 
1864* 

Fox, P* Y*, The Moraon Land Syatera, M* A* Theaia, 
Morthwea^rn ttiiivereity, I9 t̂e* 

Goodwin, C* C*, History of Bonoh and Bar, Inter-

state Press kssoolafTon, aalFTaTro^'City, 1915* 

Gunnison, John W*, The Mormona, Philadelphia, 1866* 

Linn, W* A., Story of the MormonO, New York, 1902* 

Mebeker, John, Early Justice, Salt Lake City, 1884* 
Olson, S* J . , Utah—RoiMtnoe, Hiatory and Tragedy, 

Olson Publisher, salt Lake City, 1951* 

Roberta, B. H. (editor) , Hiatory of Jeaua Chriat 
of Latter Day Saints, salt lA^e c i t y , I9big. 

Stanabury, Captain Howard, Expedition to the Valley 
of the Great Salt Lake, phiiadoipETaTTebb. 

Tullldge, Edward W., History of Utah, Vol. I I , 
Now York, 1886; History of 'SaTF Imke City, 
Salt Lake City, 1886; Life of Brlgham Young 
or Utah and Her Founder a. New York, 1876. 

Werner, M. R., History of Brlgham Young, London, 
1926* ~ 

Whitney,. Oraon P. , History of Utah, 4 volumea* 
George I . Cannon and fiiona ^bl iahera. Salt 
Lake City, 1892. 

» 

Young, Levi Bdgar, Founding of Utah, Charlee Soribner 
and Sona, San Franclaoo and ^ow York, 1925. 

Mowapapora and Periodicalat 

Deaeret Wows, first published JUne 16, 1850. It 
waa a weekly. Salt Lake City, I860. 
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yho Hiatorloal Record, a monthly periodical devoted 
to hiatorlcal, chronological and statistioal 
matter. Andrew Jeneon, editor. Vol* V, Salt 
Lake City, 1886. 

Millenial Star, a weekly organ of the Churoh of I 
Jeaua Christ of Latter Day Sainta, Liverpool, ' > 
1840-1861. I 

Nilea Weekly Register, Vol. LXV, February 5, 1844; 
cX'tJC, JUne 29, 1859; contains political, 
historical, geographical, scientific, statiatloal, 
economic documenta, eaaaya, and facta together 
with notlcea of the arte and manufactures and a 
reoord of the events of the times, Baltimore, ĵ  
Maryland. •'' 

Pamphletat 

"Joaeph Stalth's Own Story", publiahed by Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints , Salt Lake 
Oity, Utah. 


