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PREFACE
Mexicans and Mexican Americans have been a crucial
element in the development of the entire West Texas area.
In the twentieth century Mexicans and Mexican Americans
increased their northward movement into a Northwest Texas
frontier.

This area, a western frontier for Anglo

Americans, also provided economic opportunities for the
Mexican and Mexican American populations which initially
moved into Northwest Texas only seasonally.
Scholars have begun to document the presence and roles
of Hispanics in Texas.

In Teiano history Andres Tijerina's

dissertation "Teianos and Texas:

The Native Mexicans of

Texas, 1820-1850" (1977) as well as Arnold© De Leon's The
Teiano Community, 1836-1900 are exceptional studies on the
nineteenth century frontier experience of Mexican Americans.
Yet the Mexican American presence in Northwest Texas during
the twentieth-century has been overlooked with the exception
of a few short studies, such as Andres Tijerina, History of
Mexican Americans in Lubbock County, Texas, which provides a
brief portrayal of the Mexican American people and their
involvement in a limited area within Northwest Texas.
The settlement of the Northwest Texas frontier by
Mexican Americans in the early to mid-twentieth century
deserves attention.

By the 1920s barrios (neighborhoods)

had been organized and were growing rapidly throughout
Northwest Texas.

Mexican Americans, encouraged by

employment opportunities, continued to move northward
seasonally.

Whole families came to the labor camps which

served as contact points for the Hispanic population.

For

the next forty years Mexican Americans would settle the
Northwest Texas frontier.

The historical experience of

Mexican Americans in this twentieth century frontier will be
the focus of this study.
Richard Nostrand's article "The Hispanic American
Borderland:

Delimitation of an American Culture Region"

defines a twentieth century Hispanic American borderland
from California to yexas which demonstrates the population
movement northward into Texas.

The Northwest Texas frontier

overlaps the boundary of Nostrand's Hispanic American
borderlands.

The southern boundary of this frontier is at

approximately 33 degrees and runs along highway 180 where
Seminole, Lamesa, and Snyder are found.

The northern,

western and eastern borders are the same as Texas except
that the eastern boundary extends south to highway 180.^
In David J. Weber, "Turner, the Boltonians, and the
Borderlands," the author maintains
Hispanics seldom found opportunity in frontier
California, Arizona, New Mexico and Texas, . . .
Hence, Turner's thesis has held no interest for
historians studying Hispanic-American frontiers in
the United States in the last half of the
nineteenth century, although this period has been
^Richard L. Nostrand, "The Hispanic-American
Borderland: Delimitation of an American Culture Region,"
Annals of the Association of American Geographers 60 (1970)
638.
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especially fertile for application of the Turner
thesis to the Anglo-American westering
experience. . . .
Turner's thesis in regards to the process of settlement can
be applied in the twentieth century to the Hispanic
population.

Mexican immigration into the United States in

the twentieth century coupled with the northern movement of
Mexican American migrants suggests the revival of a frontier
attraction, especially in the less settled areas such as
Northwest Texas.

This facet of the history of the Southwest

has not been documented until recently in Sarah Deutsch, No
Separate Refuge.

Deutsch examines the Hispanic migrant

experience in the Anglo Hispanic frontier of Colorado from
1880 to 1940.

These migrants shared many of the same

experiences with their neighbors in Northwest Texas except
that many came from old established families in the area and
had experienced the benefits of being members of the
majority population in Northern New Mexico that migrated to
Colorado.

Today the impact of Hispanic institutions on the

American Southwest is evident in Northwest Texas.

Hispanics

came to Northwest Texas as newcomers and settled because the
area provided the opportunity for "conditions of social
mobility" in the twentieth century.
Arnoldo De Leon in his essay "Texas Mexicans:

Marginal

Folks or Historical Insiders" stresses the limited number of
studies on Tejano history, especially Mexican American
women's history in Texas and the dark side of Tejano history
vii

when "opportunists prey on their own."

This dissertation

will document the frontier experience of Mexican Americans
in twentieth century Northwest Texas and explore both of
these topics.

Women's labor will be analyzed more carefully

in a chapter devoted to a case study in Lubbock.

The case

study will focus on Clary Poultry Company, which existed
from 1942 until it was destroyed by the Lubbock Tornado in
1970.

Oral interviews with Mexican American women who

worked at Clary Poultry were utilized.
Another aspect of the Mexican American experience in
Northwest Texas addressed in this study is the role of the
Mexican American entrepreneur.

In the middle of the

twentieth century Mexicans and Mexican Americans crowded the
business areas of towns every Saturday during the migrant
season.

Merchants enjoyed the increase in profits during

the peak months of that period.

Mexican Americans had few

problems spending their weekly earnings at local stores but
their professional needs were a dilemma.

There were few

professionals who could communicate with the Spanishspeaking migrants who knew little English.

Mexican American

professionals recognized this need and saw the economic
advantage in being able to provide services to the migrant
population.

The profits were so attractive that Mexican

American professionals often came to the larger cities such
as Lubbock and opened offices for the duration of the season
and then returned home to South Texas.
viii

Doctors, lawyers,

and insurance salesmen all came to Northwest Texas where
they set up offices to provide services for the Spanishspeaking population.
Mexican Americans attracted by economic opportunities
began moving into Northwest Texas in greater numbers in the
early fifties.

They were greeted by many obstacles but they

continued to migrate and settle in Northwest Texas.

After

years of coping with discrimination and oppression Mexican
Americans in the 1980s have begun to experience the American
dream they came to Northwest Texas to find.

Mexican

American businesses have developed and Mexican Americans
have gained some political power.

The majority of Northwest

Texas counties have a small population.

In these sparsely

populated areas in towns of 5,000 or less minorities have
been winning more and more elections since 1973.

The

epilogue will stress the success which the Mexican American
population has had in Northwest Texas, although numerous
problems still exist.
David Montejano in Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of
Texas, 1836-1986 maintains the Mexican American experience
has been shaped by racism and characterized by a diversity
which has created different social classes and ideologies.
This is especially apparent in Northwest Texas where
Mexicans and Mexican Americans moved from farm to farm
establishing contact points and family networks and finally
barrios in the towns.

Montejano suggests "the rise of an
ix

urban industrial order . . . from World War II to the
present . . . " which is reflected in the development of the
barrios,.

This thesis could also be tested in Northwest

Texas, an area to which Montejano devotes less attention.
Today in Northwest Texas a younger generation of Mexican
Americans has never experienced the migrant life.

To these

Tejanos Northwest Texas is their home and not just one of
the many contact points on the migrant trail.

To an older

generation of Mexican Americans who came to this area and
decided to settle in the early to mid-twentieth century this
Northwest Texas frontier became more than a contact point,
it became an opportunity for a new beginning.
This dissertation is dedicated to my parents Bertha and
Felipe Garcia who taught me to appreciate and respect my
Mexican as well as my American heritage.

I would like to

take this opportunity to thank the Chair of my committee.
Dr. Alwyn Barr, for his patience in guiding me through the
process of writing this dissertation.

A special thanks is

extended to Dr. Paul Carlson, Dr. Robert Hayes, Dr. Joseph
King, Dr. Otto Nelson, and Dr. Robert Campbell for agreeing
to serve as committee members.

I am also indebted to

Dr. David Murrah, Janet Neugebauer and the rest of the
Southwest Collection staff for their continuous support of
my research.

My deepest appreciation to Dr. Arnoldo De Leon

for his constant encouragement.

I am grateful to

Comerciantes Organizados Mexico Americanos for their moral

and financial support of this project and to Stephen
Mclntyre and Texas Rural Legal Aid as well as the Catholic
Diocese of Amarillo for allowing me the use of their
records.

My appreciation to Joan Weldon for always being

there when I needed a friend.

My gratitude goes out to my

family and friends, especially to Grace Ochoa and Kevin
Collins who "ran the last leg of the relay."

Finally, a big

thank you to all the people who shared their family history
with me so that we may all have a better understanding of
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CHAPTER I
MEXICAN REVOLUTION AND IMMIGRATION
Rodolfo Acuna affirms that immigration to the north
"was a natural process which began before the arrival of the
Spaniards."

Four hundred years later at the turn of the

twentieth century in Mexico, as an era came to a close,
immigration rapidly grew.

In the first decade of the

twentieth century Mexicans began to organize and rebel
against government policies and demand reform.
Unfortunately revolutionary leaders could not fully agree on
specific policies and a violent civil war ensued in Mexico
through the second decade of the twentieth century.
Mexicans began to immigrate in greater numbers during the
violent phase of the Mexican Revolution.
came from all walks of life.

Mexican immigrants

Their activities, like the

revolution, had a major impact on Mexican American history
in Texas and are the focus of this chapter.

Immigration

became more attractive to Mexicans because they could find
work in Texas along the border, but with time employment
competition grew and Mexicans as well as Mexican Americans
took job opportunities in other areas of the state including
Northwest Texas.^
In 1900, 71,062 Mexicans could be found in Texas.
During the first three decades of the twentieth century "the
^Rodolfo Acuna, Occupied America; A History of
Chicanes, 2nd ed. (New York: Harper and Row, 1981), p. 124.

number of Mexicans in Texas increased to 125,000 in 1910,"
to 252,000 by 1920 and to 683,681 in 1930.

Even these

numbers may be low because they do not include illegal
Mexican immigrants.

With this large scale movement from

Mexico, Mexican immigrants became a more important part of
the Mexican American population throughout Texas including
the Panhandle and South Plains.^
The movement from Mexico to the United States began as
a trickle in the late nineteenth century^ and escalated
into a deluge in the twentieth century because of the many
dramatic changes which Mexico had undergone.

Those changes

began when Porfirio Diaz, much like other caudillos of
nineteenth century Latin America, used his military career
7

'Ramon Beteta, Pensamiento y Dinamica de la Revolucion
Mexicana, Antologia de Documentos Politicosociales (Mexico:
Editorial Mexico Nuevo, 1950), pp. 90-91; George 0. Coalson,
The Development of the Migratory Farm Labor System in Texas:
1900-1954 (San Francisco: R & E Publishers, 1988), p. 13;
Arthur Corwin, ed., Immigrants and Immigrants, Perspectives
on Mexican Labor Migration to the United States (Westport:
Greenwood Press, 1978), pp. 34-35; Andres Tijerina, Mexican
Americans in Lubbock County (Lubbock: Texas Tech Press,
1979), pp. 15-16.
^From the 1500s to the present migration from Mexico to
the Southwest has taken place. the United States did not
begin keeping record of immigration until 1907, therefore it
is difficult to calculate how many people migrated between
1848 and 1907. The year 1848 marks the signing of the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and the establishment of the
southern United States border as well as the beginning of
Mexican American history in the United States. Terry G.
Jordan discovered the 1887 Census of Texas which reveals a
population of 79,833 Hispanics. The Census does not include
fifty-three unorganized counties which could affect the
actual total of Hispanics. Terry G. Jordan, "The 1887
Census of Texas' Hispanic Population," Aztlan 12 (Autumn
1981): 271-277.

to gain control of Mexico in 1876.^ A mestizo,^ Porfirio
Diaz had fought in the wars of the Reform and the
Intervention.^

During Diaz's thirty-four year

dictatorship, known as the Porfiriato in Mexico, his
capitalistic policies transformed Mexico into an industrial
nation thriving on foreign investments.

American

investments were valued at three times more than those of
any other foreign nation.

In 1907 a worldwide economic

crisis tied to United States silver prices created a
*Caudillos backed by the military were strong,
charismatic political chiefs who emerged throughout the
nineteenth century from the chaos of the independence period
in Latin America.
^A person of mixed Indian and European ancestry. The
first recorded mestizo was Martin Cortes born in 1522 to
Hernan Cortes and La Malinche. Dona Marina served as
Cortes' interpreter and mistress. Bernal Diaz del Castillo,
The Conquest of New Spain (Baltimore: Penguin Books, 1963);
Alfredo Miranda and Evangelina Enriguez, La Chicana: The
Mexican American Woman (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1979), pp. 24-33, 241; Ricardo Romero Aceves, La
Muier en La Historia de Mexico (Mexico D.F.: Costa Amic
Editores, S.A., 1982), pp. 35-38, 63-65, Biblioteca Melchor
Ocampo, Camara de Senadores; Haniel Long, Malinche, Dona
Marina (New York: Rydal Press, 1939).
°In 1846 the Monarchist Party was overthrown and Gomez
Farias restored the liberal and federalist Constitution of
1824. By 1854 the Liberal Revolution of Ayutla also known
as La Reforma had begun in an effort to destroy feudalism,
redistribute the corporate wealth of the church among a
growing middle class as well as check the power of the
church in education and politics. The reforms ended in
Civil War and French Intervention under the Constitution of
1857. The Mexican people united against the French and
Benito Juarez returned to power in 1867. Jose Luis Blasio,
Maximiliano; Emperor of Mexico (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1941); Jack A. Dabbs, The French Army in Mexico.
1861-1867 (The Hague: Monton, 1963); W. Dirk Raat, Mexico.
From Independence to Revolution, 1810-1910 (Lincoln and
London: University of Nebraska Press, 1982), pp. 98-165.

trade imbalance and problems for Diaz.

That year alone

workers called twenty-five strikes.^
A year earlier, the miners' strike in Canafiea proved
to be the turning point in labor problems during the
Porfiriato.

Isolated mining areas such as Cananea attracted

workers by paying higher wages.

The copper company in

Sonora, owned by Colonel William Green, used two pay scales,
one for Mexicans and another for foreigners.

Women were

hired to clear tunnels of minerals and dirt but became
unemployable with modernization because employers felt women
were not worth the high wages paid at the mines.

The strike

ended in violence and, when the rurales were detained.
Colonel Green called on the Arizona Rangers.
leaders were executed.^

The strike

Of the many strikes, the bloodiest

took place in 1907 at the Rio Blanco textile mill in Vera
Cruz.

At the Rio Blanco textile mill women organized to

7

'Americans owned seven of the largest businesses.
American interests dominated petroleum, mining, utilities
and owned the second and third largest businesses in Mexico,
the American Smelting and Refining Co. and Greene Canafiea
Copper Co. W. Dirk Raat, Revoltosos, Mexico's Rebels in the
United States, 1903-1923 (College Station: Texas A&M
University Press, 1981), pp. 13, 25, 31.
"Armando Ayala Anguiano, "Del Porfirismo al Maderismo,"
Contenido (Editorial Contenido, S.A., Mexico D.F., 1978),
1:105; Cronica Ilustrada de la Revolucion Mexicana. "Las
Mujeres de Cananea," II, 15, Biblioteca Melchor Ocampo,
Camara de Senadores, Mexico D.F. (Mexico D.F.); Margaret
Towner, "Monopoly Capitalism and Women's Work During the
Porfiriato," Latin American Perspectives 12 and 13 (Winter
and Spring 1977): 90-105; Vivian M. Vallens, Working Women
in Mexico During the Porfiriato. 1880-1910 (San Francisco:
R and E Publishers, 1978), pp. 32-34.

prevent scabs from crossing the picket line.

The company

called in police to stop the workers at gunpoint, but
Lucretia Toriz persuaded them to put their weapons down to
avoid murdering unarmed, hungry people.

Four days later,

Porfirio Diaz ordered the execution of the men who had
failed to follow orders to deal harshly with the workers.
Federal troops, under orders from Diaz, then massacred
hundreds of workers at Rio Blanco.

Their bodies were

carried to Vera Cruz by train and then fed to the sharks.'
Porfirio Diaz strengthened his hold on Mexico by using
military power and local police known as rurales and by
planting spies throughout the countryside at all levels of
society.

Within these restricting pressures the Mexican

people struggled against starvation while existing meagerly
on poor wages.

Many Mexicans seeking employment were drawn

to the cigar factories and textile mills, jeopardizing their
safety on the dangerous plant equipment for pennies a day.
Textile workers earned less than two pesos daily while
miners earned three pesos for twelve hours of work a day.^"
^Ramon Beteta, The Mexican Revolution, a Defense
(Mexico: DAPP, 1937), pp. 21-25; Maria de los Angeles
Mendieta Alatorre, "Galeria de Mujeres Mexicanas en la
Revolucion," Revista de la Universidad de Mexico, 28:3; 1521; Towner, "Monopoly Capitalism and Women's Work During the
Porfiriato," pp. 90-105; Vallens, Working Women in Mexico
During the Porfiriato, 1880-1910, pp. 79-81.
^'^For further information on living conditions in
Mexico, see Charles C. Cumberland, Mexican Revolution,
Genesis Under Madero (Westport: Greenwood, 1952); Stanley
R. Ross, Is the Mexican Revolution Dead (New York: Knopf,
1966); William W. Johnson, Heroic Mexico (New York:

Mexican workers could make much more money in the
United States.

Consequently labor and economic problems

caused Mexicans to look to the United States.

In 1910 an

agricultural worker could make twenty to twenty-five cents a
day in Mexico while in the United States the wages could
vary from fifty cents to a dollar and a half.

In 1920 the

wages remained the same in Mexico but in the United States
had gone up to a dollar to two dollars and fifty cents a
day.

In industry a worker could make fifty cents to

seventy-five cents a day in Mexico in 1910 and 1920 while in
the United States the same worker could make a dollar and
twenty-five cents to two dollars and fifty cents in 1910.
In 1920 workers in industries could make from three to four
dollars in the United States.^^
During his dictatorship Diaz emphasized urban rather
than rural progress.

Three-fourths of the population lived

in the countryside but only 2 percent owned land.

In the

rural areas, the peons were continuously in debt to the
Tienda de Raya, the country store found on the haciendas.
Workers had no alternative but to turn to credit because of
the insufficient wages they made.

George Coalson maintains

Doubleday, 1973)
IIT
^^Corwin, Immigrants
and Immigrants, 53; Coalson, The
Development of the Migratory Farm System in Texas, p. 14.

that the worker needed an "eightfold" increase in his wages
just to survive.^^
Diaz's rigid policies, as well as the rising
expectations of the middle class and the industrial class,
had added to the unrest throughout the country.

Growing

expectations as well as the economic conditions turned the
middle class against the upper class.

In the rural areas

foreign investment transformed agriculture into a mechanized
industry.

It became impossible for small land owners and

farm workers to compete with modernization.

These small

farmers and peones were left with few options.

Following

the classic pattern of revolution, the countryside and the
city joined together under the leadership of Francisco
Madero to overthrow Diaz in 1911.^^
Francisco Madero came from a wealthy family and had
been educated in Europe and the United States.

In 1900 when

Madero, influenced by the progressive era, joined in the

^^Life expectancy during the Porfiriato was about
thirty years with an infant mortality rate of thirty
percent. Michael C. Meyer and William L. Sherman, The
Course of Mexican History, 2nd ed. (Oxford University Press,
1983), p. 470; Coalson, The Development of the Migratory
Farm System in Texas, p. 14.
^^Francisco Madero's successful uprising on May 10,
1911, of Ciudad Juarez ended Daz's dictatorship. Originally
Madero had called for the revolution to begin on November
22, 1910, but lack of support prevented a full-scale
rebellion until 1911. Raat, ed., Mexico From Independence
to Revolution, 1810-1910, pp. 200-244; Anita Brenner, The
Wind that Swept Mexico: History of the Mexican Revolution.
1910-1942 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1971), pp. 4,
14, 29"-33.

family business he improved working conditions, salaries,
and started a commercial college.

By the time the young

Madero entered the family business it owned interests in
mines and refineries, iron and steel mills, banking, cattle
and hides, textiles, wineries, and various agricultural
industries.

The Madero family held one of the ten largest

fortunes in Mexico.
Madero, interested in political reform, wrote The
Presidential Succession and opposed among other things the
strong influence of foreigners in Mexico.

In 1903 he began

working with anti-reelectionists clubs throughout Mexico.
In 1909 when his family fortune became threatened by foreign
competitors Madero began to attack government policy.

Yet

because of his aristocratic upbringing Madero lost touch
with the harsh realities of the Diaz regime; for that reason
he lost the support of revolutionaries.

Madero served

thirteen months as President of Mexico before he met
assassination by followers of Victoriano Huerta.^*
The outbreak of revolution created many changes in
Mexican society, often uprooting entire communities.

^^On February 9, 1913 Madero and vice-president Pino
Suarez were assassinated while being transported to another
jail. The assassinations are associated with a period of
bloodshed known as the Decena Tragica in Mexican history.
Armado Ayala Anguiano, "El Maderismo," Contenido (Mexico
D.F.: Editorial Contenido, S.A., 1979), pp. 129-254; Lowell
L. Blaisdell, "Henry Lane Wilson and the Overthrow of
Madero," The Southwestern Social Science Quarterly 43
(n.d.): 126-135; Cockcroft, Intellectual Precursors of the
Mexican Revolution, pp. 60-63.
8

Adapting to a transient style of living, the population
shifted with every threatening wave of soldiers.

"The most

important force in Mexican history, the Revolution existed
in the core of the society and in the hearts of the
people. "^^
The initial stages of the insurrection in 1910 also
gave women new roles in Mexican society, forcing them to
cope with starvation and abuse from revolutionary armies
moving throughout Mexico.

During the revolution a majority

of rural females left their bucolic surroundings to
accompany the rebel armies, adjusting successfully to the
rough camp life and ferment of the revolution, acquiring
skills that would later aid many of them in their migration
to the United States.

Women in the rural areas were

uneducated and seldom had been out of their villages or away
from their families, but like the working women of the urban
areas they moved to free themselves by joining the
Revolution.^"
Women soldiers came to fight alongside men in the
revolutionary and federal armies in the roles of soldaderas

^^Beteta, The Mexican Revolution, p. 10.
^^Aceves, La Muier en la Historia de Mexico, p. 279;
Biblioteca Melchor Ocampo, Camara de Senadores, Mexico D.F.;
Mirande and Enriguez, La Chicana; The Mexican American
Woman, pp. 50-52, 203-215; Gil Proctor, Panchita (San
Antonio: The Naylor Company, 1960), p. 221; Shirlene Ann
Soto, The Mexican Woman: A Study of Her Participation in
the Revolution, 1910-1940 (Palo Alto, California; R & E
Publishers, 1979).

(female soldiers) or galletas (cookies), while women
assuming the role of nurses were called Adelitas.^^
Zapatista women organized into guachas, who carried out
routine chores in the camp, and the soldaderas who held the
higher position of the two groups.^^

Women also worked as

clerks and secretaries and scouted for military
intelligence.^'

Soldaderas played a significant role in

the Revolution by providing food, encouragement, and
companionship for their Juan.^'' Women often received
promotion to command large groups and followed the same
ideal with daring and energy demonstrated by Mexican men.
Regretfully Mexican society treated most as outcasts because
they followed nontraditional roles.

^ June E. Hahner, ed., "A Mexican Peasant Woman
Remembers," Women in Latin American History, Their Lives and
Views (Los Angeles; UCLA, Latin American Center, 1976), pp.
151-163; John Reed, Insurgent Mexico (New York;
International Publishers, 1969), pp. 196-199, 295; Frederick
Turner, "Los Efectos de la Participacion Femenina en la
Revolucion de 1910," Historia Mexicana, 16:4 (1964): 60320.
^^Roger Parkinson, Zapata (New York;
1975), pp. 60-61.

Stein and Day,

^^Reed, Insurgent Mexico, pp. 21, 104-109, 142, 244;
J. H. Plenn, "Forgotten Heroines of Mexico: Tales of
Soldaderas, Amazons of War and Revolution," Travel 66 (June
1960): 24-27, 60.
^^Juan was the general term used by Mexicans to
designate the male companion of women in the revolutionary
armies. Reed, pp. 45, 176, 178, 185-187, 189, 191, 272-273;
Aceves, La Muier en La Historia de Mexico, pp. 253-254;
Alejandro Gomez Maganda, Corridos y Cantares de la
Revolucion Mexicana (Mexico D.F.; Institute Mexicano de
Cultura, 1970), pp. 29-31, 66-67, 147.
10

Women such as Juana Gutierrez, Adelita, and Valentina,
joined by hundreds of soldaderas. were instrumental in
determining the future of Mexico.

When many of these women

found themselves forgotten and destitute, they succumbed to
the dangerous conditions of the revolution, and ultimately
lost faith in themselves and their abilities, even turning
to prostitution.

Consequently, many of these women sought

liberation from the violence, death, and subjugation
suffered during this time in Mexico by immigrating to the
United States.^^
Epifania Alvarado became one of these women who
immigrated to the United States.

She worked for a wealthy

family in town grinding corn and making tortillas at the age
of sixteen.

Her employers paid her three pesos at the end

of every month when she went home to visit.

When the

revolution started, her wages were cut and she went to live
^^Research resulted in a study done by the most
prestigious scholars and, even so, the Sociedad Chihuahuense
de Estudios Historico? (Historical Society of Chihuahua) was
able to come up with only a very few sentences on some four
hundred women. The Society met to assemble the histories of
as many women as possible at all levels of society in order
to recognize their contributions to Mexican history with a
focus on the Mexican Revolution. Unfortunately there are
few records available for women who would have been
soldaderas or campwomen and this resulted in obtaining
information on predominately middle class women who
participated in other ways during the Mexican Revolution.
The results of the historical research may be found in the
V Congreso Nacional de Historia de la Revolucion Mexicana,
Nov. 19-21, 1974 (Sociedad Chihuahuense de Estudios
Historicos, 1974) and is housed at the Institute Nacional de
Antropologia e Historia in Mexico City; J. H. Plenn,
"Forgotten Heroines of Mexico; Tales of Soldaderas, Amazons
of War and Revolution," Travel 66 (June 1960); 24-60.
11

with a sister in Torreon.

In Torreon while working in a

restaurant she met her husband to be, Marsial Contreras.

At

eighteen she married Marsial, who became a sergeant in the
Northern Carranzista army.

Contreras, a jealous man,

constantly beat her and threatened her life.

She underwent

appalling conditions in the camp life and ultimately fled to
the United States escaping from Marsial.

Her quick

departure to the United States forced Epifania to leave
behind her first born and she never again saw her son or her
family.

Such conditions prevailed for women throughout

Mexico."
The revolutionary movement became most intense in
northern Mexico where armies of revolutionists often
traveled along the United States border.

As the revolution

continued, more and more Mexicans began immigrating to the
United States, satisfying the demand for laborers in the
industries of the Southwest.

Along the Texas border, cities

began providing food and shelter for immigrants.

As early

as 1907, the main crossing point at El Paso registered 5,802
laborers in August, 5,765 in September, and the following
year registered 26,000 from January through September.^^
Barrios like Chihuahuita in El Paso arose and created social

^^Epifania Alvarado to David Murrah, n.d. 1972,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas
^^Victor Clark, Mexican Labor in the United States
(Washington; Government Printing Office, 1908), pp. 474,
520.
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problems because of unsanitary conditions and a high rate of
crime."
Mexicans crossing the Texas-Mexico border acquired
employment and many moved north with railroad and
agricultural industries to the developing areas of Texas
such as Northwest Texas.

There Mexican immigrants joined

Mexican Americans already struggling to improve their
impecunious conditions.

Like the Mexican Americans these

Spanish-speaking people began experiencing life in the labor
camps and segregated areas of towns and cities in the
region, sharing their cultural traditions and vulnerable
situation.
The United States welcomed most Mexican immigrants,
quickly recruiting them into the labor force.

Becoming open

game for coyotes. or labor recruiters, Mexicans migrated to
areas of West Texas where the railroads and cotton farming
flourished, until immigration laws in 1917 temporarily
hindered Mexican men and women from fleeing the

^*Don M. Coerver and Linda B. Hall, Texas and the
Mexican Revolution (San Antonio: Trinity University Press,
1984); Mario T. Garcia, Desert Immigrants. The Mexicans of
jM Paso. 1880-1920 (New Haven and London: Yale University
Press, 1981), pp. 43-63, 266.
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revolutionary turmoil in Mexico.^^

As immigrants became

migrants the Hispanic populations merged into one.
Mexican men immigrated legally in greater numbers than
females for the first nine years of the twentieth century.
Then in 1913, legal immigration for Mexican men dropped to
almost half of what it had been in 1912.^^

This decline in

1913 may have been the result of the Madero and Pino Suarez
assassinations ordered by Victoriano Huerta following the
Decena Tragica which caused bedlam to break loose once again
in Mexico.

Pancho Villa, Alvaro Obregon, Venustiano

Carranza, and Emiliano Zapata all led their armies against
the military dictatorship of Huerta.

With these four

military leaders recruiting men for their campaigns against
the Huertista Regime, Mexican men could have remained in
Mexico to support their favorite leader, while women took
the opportunity to immigrate to the United States.
also forced men into the army.

The leva

During the next four years,

the Mexican Revolution as well as United States and Texas

^^Coyotes were also called enganchadores which
translates to hookers who not only recruited but transported
workers to areas of the Southwest. Victor Clark, Mexican
Labor (Washington; Government Printing Office, 1908), p.
476. The head tax of eight dollars and literacy test
required of immigrants served as a deterrent to legal
Mexican immigration. United States Statutes at Large,
"Immigration Act," 39 (1917); 875, 877.
^^United States Bureau of Census, Immigration Records
(Washington; Government Printing Office, 1912), pp. 875876.
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border policies probably served as deterrents for Mexican
men to immigrate."
In 1910 immigration for Mexican females began
escalating and totaled half or more of the male immigration
until in 1913 there was little difference in numbers.
During the next four years, Mexican male immigration dropped
and rose again until, in 1917, three hundred forty-six more
females than males emigrated from Mexico.

An increase in

immigration of Mexican females continued and their numbers
never decreased until 1922.

In 1922 a sharp decline in

immigration occurred followed by a notable rise in
immigration the following year.

Women never immigrated in

the large numbers that Mexican males did in the first and
third decades of the twentieth century, but even so their
immigration steadily increased without any major drops in
their numbers, unlike the numbers of Mexican men.

During

the major part of the second decade, Mexican females
outnumbered the men legally immigrating to the United States
and the rest of the time females numbered half or over half
of the male immigration totals."
In 1910, Oscar B. Colquitt, a conservative railroad
man, became governor of Texas with support during his
election campaign from Francisco Chapa of San Antonio and
^^Coerver and Hall, Texas and the Mexican Revolution.
Chapter 4.
^^United States Bureau of Census, Immigration Records.
1905-1925 (Washington; Government Printing Office, 1925).
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Amado Sanchez of Laredo, both influential Hispanics.

As the

turmoil on the Texas-Mexican border worsened, it became
necessary for Colquitt and the United States government to
reassess their border policies.

Initially both presidents

Taft and Wilson approached border problems as part of a
general foreign policy.

Colquitt on the other hand began to

crack down on revolutionaries once their activities began to
endanger Texan lives and property.
On April 13, 1911 revolutionaries attacked Aqua Prieta
in Sonora where they killed two Americans from Douglas,
Arizona and injured eleven others.

Then on May 8 six

Americans died and fifteen were wounded when Juarez fell,
causing Colquitt to urge increased enforcement of neutrality
laws, which resulted in the discovery that Chapa and Sanchez
were conspiring against the Madero government.
Chapa both faced prosecution.

Sanchez and

In February 1914, Chapa and

Sanchez also became involved in the controversial Clemente
Vergara incident.

Historian Rodolfo Rocha maintains that

Vergara, who had a reputation for dealing with stolen
horses, received aid from Webb County Sheriff Amador Sanchez
to cross the border to get some stolen horses from Mexican
troops.

Yet other historians, Don Coerver and Linda Hall,

describe Vergara as a rich American rancher who had horses
stolen by Huertistas, and asked for assistance from Sheriff
Sanchez.

But that led to Vergara's death.

Rocha said that

Vergara who sympathized with the revolution became involved
16

in an altercation with a Captain Apolonio Rodriguez in the
Mexican army who had him killed.

Governor Colquitt, unsure

of the sheriff's role in the incident, withdrew from the
investigation and Vergara's family had to pay Juan Garza
five hundred dollars to bring the body from Mexico.

Coerver

and Hall describe Vergara as an innocent rancher and point
to the possible involvement of Texas Rangers in recovering
Vergara's mutilated body from Mexican soil.^'
A year later, tensions worsened between Mexicans and
Mexican Texans and Anglo Texans when American authorities
apprehended Basilic Ramos and Augustin Garza and discovered
the Plan de San Diego.

The Plan called for a "Liberating

Army of Races and People" carrying a red and white banner to
begin the liberation of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona,
California, and Colorado from the Anglo hold, at San Diego,
Texas on February 20, 1915.

The army would free Mexican

Americans, Blacks, and Japanese, and restore the land to the
Indians by murdering all white males over the age of
sixteen.

This plan first evolved from the Pasqual Orozco

and Victoriano Huerta movement partially funded by the
German government.

Yet existing problems of discrimination

and violence toward Mexicans and Mexican Americans in South
Texas prodded the development of a rash of raids north of
^^Rodolfo Rocha, "The Influence of the Mexican
Revolution on the Mexico-Texas Border, 1910-1916," (Ph.D.
diss., Texas Tech University, 1981), pp. 104, 116-118;
Coerver and Hall, Texas and the Mexican Revolution, pp. 6574.
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the Rio Grande.

Anglo law enforcement reacted discordantly.

Carrancistas supported the raiders to pressure the United
States for recognition.

Mexican revolutionaries thus

increased the ill will between Anglo Texans and Texans of
Mexican descent because of their activities in Texas.^^
Women revolutionaries also became active on the United
States side of the border.

Maria Talavera and Teresa

Arteaga joined the many who recruited socialist support for
the revolution.

A federal court in 1918 tried Talavera "for

violations of the Espionage Act."

In 1907 Teresa directed a

national campaign to release from jail revolutionaries
arrested in the United States for violation of neutrality
laws.

Teresa established El Obrero (The Laborer), a

socialist newspaper in San Antonio.

Other women who aided

the revolutionary cause once in the United States were
Evarista Rivera, Andrea Villarreal and Teresa Urrea.''^

^^Coerver and Hall, Texas and the Mexican Revolution.
Chapters 1, 2, p. Ill; Mario D. Longoria, "Revolution,
Visionary Plan, and Marketplace; A San Antonio Incident,"
Aztlan 12 (Autumn 1981); 211-226; Armando Ayala Anguiano,
"Del Porfirismo al Maderismo," Contenido 10 (February 1979),
pp. 169-186; Raat, Revoltosos, pp. 227-252.
^^The following works study these revolutionary
activities: Raat, Revoltosos; Coerver and Hall, Texas and
the Mexican Revolution; Rocha, "The Influence of the Mexican
Revolution, the Mexico-Texas Border, 1910-1916"; Soto, The
Mexican Woman, pp. 8-12, 27-49.
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Mexican immigrants became more and more vulnerable to
the growth of nativism in some areas of Texas.^^ The
Selective Service Act of 1917, which obligated all adult
males twenty-one and over to register and show proof of
nationality, became another obstacle which Mexican men
faced.

Under the act the United States inducted Mexicans

into military service illegally if they could not prove
their Mexican citizenship.^^

Perhaps because of these

pressures, the immigration rate of Mexican males did not
increase again until 1918 after the first Bracero program
had been initiated in the United States.
Because of the drop in immigration, Herbert Hoover,
director of the Wartime Food Administration, wrote Felix
Frankfurter, Assistant to the Secretary of Labor, in 1918,
and asked for the removal of restrictions on immigration of
Mexicans because of the need for their labor.

Hoover

suggested that the limitation of immigrants to only farm
laborers be dropped because the United States needed
Mexicans for other jobs and that the six-month limit
^^In 1909, the Lubbock Avalanche reported an incident
in Snyder, Texas, in which a Mexican-American was killed by
five whites and titled the article "A Race War at Snyder."
Tijerina, Mexican Americans in Lubbock, County, p. 22.
Three hundred Mexicans were killed in South Texas under
suspicion of participating in the Plan de San Diego.
Coerver and Hall, Texas and the Mexican Revolution. Chapter
3.
^^George C. and Martha Kiser, Mexican Workers in the
United States, Historical and Political Perspectives
(Albuquerque; University of New Mexico Press, 1979), pp.
16-32.
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allotted to them be extended to an indefinite length of
time.

He urged the twenty-five cent deduction from workers'

wages, to guarantee travel costs back to Mexico, be stopped
because workers were needed in the United States and did not
need to worry about returning home.

Hoover also hoped to

regulate contract agreements by having special
representatives at Brownsville, Eagle Pass, Laredo, and El
Paso.

He argued Mexicans wished to avoid the draft and

superstitiously feared the photographs required for
identification purposes.^*

After 1917, in part due to

Hoover's proposals, Mexican immigration in general increased
for the next decade including the movement northward into
Texas.
In the first thirty years of the twentieth century the
Hispanic population burgeoned as Mexican Americans and
Mexicans entered the migrant labor force in Texas.

When

economic and political problems escalated into the Mexican
Revolution and a decade of violence in Mexico, Mexicans came
to the United States to get away from the bloodshed.
also knew that money could be made in Texas.

They

Men, women,

and children immigrated to the United States individually or
as families.

Border problems including nativist attitudes

made Mexicans as well as Mexican Americans targets of
violence.

As immigration grew, job competition became

intense and workers began to look beyond southern Texas to
^4bid. , 13
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the north.

Many Mexican immigrants became founders of

barrios in Northwest Texas.

Tirso Dominguez, who fought

first with Pancho Villa and then became a Carranzista,
helped start the barrio in Slaton, Texas.

Other

revolutionaries who aided in the establishment of barrios in
Northwest Texas included Rodolfo Ritz in Meadow and Dolores
Garcia in Lubbock.

These revolutionaries as well as other

Mexicans and Mexican Americans came to Northwest Texas
seeking a new beginning."'"'

^^Tirso Dominguez to Yolanda Romero, oral interview at
Slaton, Texas, July 1, 1985 (Southwest Collection, Texas
Tech University, Lubbock, Texas); Frances Ritz to Yolanda
Romero, oral interview at Meadow, Texas, July 3, 1985
(Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock,
Texas) .
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CHAPTER II
THE NORTHWEST TEXAS FRONTIER
The movement northward from Mexico to the United States
intensified as the Mexican people sought to leave the
poverty in Mexico as well as the other conditions caused by
the Mexican Revolution.

The knowledge that employment could

be found in the railroad and agricultural industries in
Texas precipitated the desire to immigrate.

Mexicans who

came to Texas found they had much in common with the
Tejanos^ living throughout the frontera.

The term

frontera, used first by the Spanish and then the Mexicans,
described the northernmost Mexican territory of which a
major portion later became the United States.

In the

twentieth century Mexicans and Mexican Americans continue to
use the term frontera to indicate that region along both
sides of the United States border.

One of the many common

factors Mexicans and Mexican Americans found that took them
away from the frontera to the borderlands of Northwest Texas
became employment.
This borderland area, beginning at the frontera. had
been under the auspices of three governments in the
nineteenth century.

The frontera exchanged hands first in

1821 after the success of the independence movement in
Mexico; then in 1836 it came under the Texas flag and

^Texans of Mexican descent.
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finally with the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
in 1848 it officially became part of the American frontier.
Thereafter the frontera lay north as well as south of the
United States border.

The frontera that had existed for

centuries, when divided by a political border after 1848,
became the home of Tejanos as well as Mexicanos.

Even

though Mexicans had to contend with American immigration
policies beginning in the early twentieth century, the need
for labor and the economic growth in the southwestern United
States served as strong incentives to immigrate.
The rapid growth in the Hispanic population extended
into Northwest Texas as Mexicans and Mexican Americans
migrated into the Panhandle and the South Plains.

Richard

L. Nostrand defined a twentieth century Hispanic-American
borderland that included the South Plains and part of the
Panhandle, by using population data from 1900 to 1960 to
locate the areas "of greatest Hispanic population
concentration" in the United States.

Nostrand maintains

that the borderland area "is more than a population region,
it is a culture region because of the intensity of a
distinctive subculture."^

Nostrand's borderlands

territory, like the nineteenth century Anglo-American
frontier, offered what Frederick Jackson Turner described as

^Richard L. Nostrand, "The Hispanic-American
Borderland; Delimitation of an American Culture Region,"
Anna_ls of the Association of American Geographers 60 (1970);
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"conditions of social mobility," for millions of
Hispanics.'' Mexicans and Mexican Americans who moved north
found possibilities to better their conditions.

For

Mexicans fleeing the Mexican Revolution, bigotry and
discrimination seemed better than facing violence and chaos
Mexican Americans, however, sought an area removed from
competition with cheap Mexican labor.*
Ray Allen Billington maintained the American frontier
became "a series of contiguous westward migrating zones,
each representing a different stage in the development of
society."

In Texas, family networks provided the contact

points for Mexican and Mexican Americans until labor camps
were built and small barrios (neighborhoods) developed.
Labor camps and barrios became crucial stages in the
advancement of the Hispanic society in the Northwest.
Billington also asserted that three factors affected
the American frontier movement:

"conditions at home, the

ease which the individual could reach the west, and the
attractiveness of the region ahead."^

These three factors

^David J. Weber, "Turner, the Boltonians, and the
Borderlands," American Historical Review 92 (February 1986)
75.
*Map, Nostrand, "Hispanic-American Borderland," 657;
See Appendix A.
^Ray Allen Billington, Westward Expansion; A History
nf the American Frontier (New York: The Macmillan Co.,
1949), pp. 3, 8.
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can be applied to the Hispanic population that came to
Northwest Texas in the twentieth century.
Conditions at home for both the Mexican and the Mexican
American reflected problems.

For the Mexican escaping

revolutionary Mexico, the United States became a haven.

The

ready availability of employment offered an added bonus.
Mexican Americans began to struggle for employment as
immigration grew.

Border problems often ended in violence,

while both Mexicans and Mexican Americans became
increasingly ready to leave the discrimination which
xenophobia generated in these Texas communities.

Carey

McWilliams described "the lawlessness against Mexicans in
Texas" between 1908 and 1925.

From one hundred to three

hundred residents of Mexican descent along the border died
at the hands of Texas Rangers during these violent years.^
Individuals as well as whole families found it fairly easy
to migrate to the north.

Contratistas (contractors)

provided transportation for their laborers for a fee.^
°Carey McWilliams quotes Jovita Gonzales, one of the
first Mexican American women to write in English about
Mexican American culture. She served as president of the
Texas Folklore Society in the 1930s. Alfrede Mirand and
Evangelina Enriguez, La Chicana; The Mexican American Woman
(Chicago and London; The University of Chicago Press,
1979), p. 225; Carey McWilliams, North from Mexico; The
Spanish-Speaking People of the United States (New York;
Greenwood Press, 1968), pp. 98-131; Rodolfo Rocha, "The
Influence of the Mexican Revolution on the Mexico-Texas
Border, 1910-1916" (Ph.D. diss., Texas Tech University,
1981), pp. 105-118.
'Contratists or contractors also became known as
coyotes or enganchadores.
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other Mexican and Mexican American families often piled into
an old car or truck and traveled the migrant trail alone or
in caravans of migrant workers.

Family members wrote home

to tell others there was money to be made and countless
opportunities.^

These family networks kept laborers

informed of where work as well as their family and friends
could be found.

Finally, this twentieth-century frontier

appeared to offer job opportunities for all who came to
Northwest Texas.
The Hispanic population that moved from the frontera to
Northwest Texas had a diverse background.

Andres Tijerina,

in his study of Tejanos before 1850, maintains that prior to
coming to Texas, immigrants lived in Coahuila and other
Mexican states in the north and can be identified as
Spanish, Tlascalan, or mestizo.^

Tlascalans had aided in

the settlement of significant frontier towns such as
Monterrey in the sixteenth century, Monclova in 1673, and in

°In the Hereford Reporter, June 30; July 5, 12; August
31; October 4, 1901, letters not called for addressed to
various Hispanics were listed by the Post Office. The
majority of the letters were picked up by the end of the
year. This indicates that Hispanics wrote to their
relatives or friends and stayed long enough to get return
mail. Ibid., February 23, 1901 to March 14, 1902.
^Before the conquest Tlascalans had lived under the
Aztec civilizations and were brought north by Francisco de
Urdinola to settle Saltillo in 1591. Andres Tijerina,
"Tejanos and Texas; The Native Mexicans of Texas, 18201850," pp. 10-23, 54-60, 97-99, 175-176; Arnoldo De Leon,
Thev Called Them Greasers; Anglo Attitudes Toward Mexicans
In Texas, 1821-1900 (Austin: University of Texas Press,
1983), p. 6.
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1718 San Antonio de Bexar.^"^ At San Antonio, Tlascalans
made up the majority of the two hundred and forty-one-man
Compania Volante.

These men brought their families with

them to the presidio.

The mestizo population also became

important to the settlement of the Coahuila y Teias
frontier.

Colonization laws encouraged the mestizo presence

by granting 25 percent more land to those colonists taking
Mexican wives.

Therefore Tejano society became a

composition of many ethnic groups.^^
Descendants of those Tejanos began to contribute to the
development of the West Texas frontier in the nineteenth
century.

Arnoldo De Leon believes "West Texas settlements

like Fort Davis, Fort Stockton, Alpine, and San Angelo grew
out of the American westward movement" in the 1860s and drew

^''The Tlascalans were not alone. The northern frontier
of New Spain and later Mexico was traversed by nomadic and
semi-nomadic tribes. Armando Ayala Anguiano lists over
forty tribes in his history of Mexico, among these are the
pelleiosblancos, mopoturutus, and the comesacates. Armando
Ayala Anguiano, "Criollos vs. Gachupines," Contenido 3,
Extra 5 (Septiembre 1978); 26, 31, 43-57; Tijerina,
"Tejanos and Texas," pp. 1-13.
^^A compania volantes or "Flying Squadron" was a
military unit which originated in 1713 at the orders of
Viceroy Duque de Linares for protection against intruders in
the northern provinces. These companies were composed of
twenty-five to fifty or sixty volunteers trained by military
men and used the caballada (herd of spare horses) principle.
These patrols influenced Anglo-Americans in the organization
of the Texas Rangers at the 1835 General Consultation of
Texas. Tijerina, "Tejanos and Texas," pp. 10-14, 25, 36-37,
39, 44-45, 54, 140-205, 250-251.
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Mexican "shepherds, vagueros, and farm hands" looking for
work. ^^
In the late nineteenth century crews of Mexicans could
be found all over West Texas and into the northern-western
reaches of the state.

By 1880 Andrew Gonzales had come to

Lubbock County as a sheep shearer with one of the many
migrant crews hired by ranchers.^^

Further north in Oldham

County, Casimiro Romero and other New Mexican sheepmen
brought their herds to the Panhandle of Texas in 1876, once
the Indians had been driven from the region.

In the

Canadian River Valley ganaderos (sheepmen) and their
pastor_es (sheepherders) found the "gateway" to the high
plains and its endless pastures.

For the next decade or so

ganaderos prospered in the area until cattlemen began
challenging the sheepmen for the land.^*
^^Arnoldo De Leon, The Teiano Community, 1836-1900
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1982), pp
20, 55-61, 143; Arnoldo De Leon, San Angeleos; Mexican
Americans in San Angelo, Texas (San Angelo; Fort Concho
Museum Press, 1985); Arnoldo De Leon, Teianos and the
Numbers Game; A Social-Historical Interpretation from the
Federal Census, 1850-1900 (Albuquerque; University of New
Mexico, 1989), pp. 23, 31-47, 62, 69-84; Paul H. Carlson,
Texas Woollybacks; The Range Sheep and Goat Industry
(College Station; Texas A&M Press, 1982), pp. 73, 96-97,
102-103, 112, 140, 157-158, 163-186, 197-198, 213; Tijerina,
"Tejanos and Texas," pp. 319-327.
^^Lawrence L. Graves, ed., A History of Lubbock
(Lubbock: West Texas Museum Association, 1959), pp. 49,
243.
^'Charles Goodnight, Elsworth Torry, Thomas S. Bugbee
and George W. Littlefield are a few of the many cattlemen
the sheepmen were forced to deal with on the Panhandle. Not
all cattlemen were Anglo-Americans; the Hereford Reporter
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The Borrego, Trujillo, Valdes, Ortega, Chavez and
Tecolote families followed the Romeros into the Canadian
River Valley.^^

Agapito Sandoval and Henry Kimball, who

had an Hispanic wife, also came with Romero.^^

In this

frontier area of Northwest Texas the town of Tascosa
developed with Hispanic roots strengthened by the settlers
in many ways.

As early as 1882 Reverend John C. Splinters

traveled to the Texas Panhandle to celebrate mass with the
Catholic settlers.

Sadlier's Catholic Directory of 1883

recorded Spanish Catholics throughout various counties of
the Panhandle.

Earlier in 1880 the Tenth Census of the

mentions a prominent cattleman, J. R. Flores from Amarillo,
visiting Hereford, Texas. The Texas legislature passed a
number of laws directed at the Texas Sheep Industry between
1874 and 1883. A drift tax was also levied on both sheep
and cattle moving into the Panhandle and collected by the
Sheriff at Tascosa. Finally, barb-wire invented by Joseph
F. Glidden in 1874 reduced the open range. Hereford
Reporter, July 10, 1901; Carlson, Texas Woollybacks, pp. 86100; Sister Nellie Rooney, O.S.F., "A History of the
Catholic Church in the Panhandle-Plains Area of Texas from
1874-1916" (M.A. thesis. Catholic University of America,
1954), pp. 28-42; Walter Prescott Webb, The Great Plains
(Boston: Ginn and Co., 1931), Chapter 7.
^^Casimiro Romero was accompanied by his brother.
Eugenic Romero who continued north and settled where the
town of Romero is today. John M. Harter, "The Creation and
Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Amarillo, 19171934" (M.A. thesis. West Texas State University, 1975), p.
10; Rooney, "The Catholic Church in the Panhandle-Plains,"
p. 35; Carlson, Texas Woollybacks, p. 89.
^^Henry Kimball was a blacksmith and settled along Rita
Blanca Creek on the Canadian. In later years his homesite
in the heart of the Canadian sheep range was bought by
George W. Littlefield for his ranch headquarters. Rooney,
"A History of the Catholic Church in the Panhandle-Plains
Area of Texas from 1876-1916," pp. 34-39; Carlson, Texas
Woollybacks, pp. 89, 95.
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United States identified a Spanish population living in the
Panhandle.

Romero with the help of Sandoval built his home

and allowed a hallway to serve as the chapel for Catholics
of Tascosa for the next twenty years.

In 1892 the first

Bishop of Dallas, Thomas F. Brennan, visited Romero's home.
When he conferred the sacrament of confirmation, it probably
became the first episcopal function held in the Texas
Panhandle.^'
In the early twentieth century Northwest Texas remained
a frontier.

Most Hispanic sheepmen had returned to New

Mexico after the intense competition over the range.

Yet,

many pastores stayed behind to look for work in the
developing towns and ranches of the Panhandle.

As late as

1912, The Hereford Brand reported a "Mexican sheepherder had
frozen to death thirty miles west of Hereford in sub-zero
temperatures."^^

In the earliest death of an Hispanic in

Deaf Smith County, authorities recorded the name as Senorita
Mexicano on January 1, 1910.

The record did not give the

sex and therefore the name is not very helpful, because
Senorita pertains to feminine gender and Mexicano to male
gender.

The official listed the cause of death as not

^^The Texas Panhandle area was part of the mission
territory of Reverend J. J. O'Riordan when he took charge of
Henrietta, Texas on May 31, 1891. In 1900 Clarendon became
the Mission headquarters. Rooney, "The Catholic Church in
the Panhandle-Plains," pp. 34-39; Appendix B, Amarillo
Diocese map.
^^Death Records for Deaf Smith County show no entry for
this death. The Hereford Brand, January 5, 1912.
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known, recorded no age or race, but noted the birthplace
Mexico.

as

A three-year-old girl became the next Hispanic

death, recorded in 1928.^^

Thus it seems that vital

statistics records for Hispanics remained vague in the early
twentieth century because of general unawareness even after
the area opened to Mexicans and Mexican Americans coming
from the south. ^'^
When new migrant workers and their families first
arrived, they lived in various accommodations such as animal
shelters which farmers provided for them or in tents on the
farmers' land.

The first significant points for migrants

within Northwest Texas became the labor camps.

The first

official labor camp developed at Lamesa, with later camps in
Hereford, Muleshoe, Dimmitt, Plainview and Lubbock as well
as other towns in the Northwest.

Camps throughout the

migrant area provided families with facilities such as those
at the camp W. G. McMillan constructed outside of Lubbock at

^^The three-year-old child died of Pertussis with
secondary cause of death listed as Acute Gastronitis. Place
of death was recorded as west of Hereford. Both parents
were born in Mexico but listed their address as Black,
Texas. Clerk's Report No. 12, and Vol. 2, p. 8. Death
Records, County of Deaf Smith, Court House, Hereford, Texas.
The Hereford Brand, January 5, 1912.
^^In a letter to the author, David Ruland, Deaf Smith
County Clerk, writes that in the early 1900s records were
single line entries, transcribed by hand, or word of mouth.
He believes it is very obvious that "few doctors,
undertakers, or clerks were very familiar with the Hispanic
culture." Letter to Yolanda G. Romero from David Ruland,
Deaf Smith County Clerk, Hereford, Texas, October 24, 1989
(in possession of the author).
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a cost of $5,975, which became a contact point for farmers
seeking laborers.^^
Agriculture as well as railroad and highway
construction in Northwest Texas kept Mexican laborers
continually employed for the first thirty years of the
twentieth century.

The family of Apolinar Castillo de

Romero had moved from the United States to Mexico in 1911.
Apolinar remembered crossing back at Piedras Negras in 1923
at the age of twelve to work in the United States,
family had been hired to pick cotton.

The

The Romeros and about

twenty other families came in trucks belonging to their
Anglo-American bosses to work in Texas."

In November of

1912, 350 Hispanic laborers worked on highway crews between
Paducah and Lubbock.

Ten months later 100 Hispanic men

labored to lay railroad track for cattle pens between
Lubbock and Littlefield.

In 1913 the Lubbock Avalanche

reported construction workers had sent over $1,400 through
the Post Office money order route to Mexico.

At the

frontera Mexicans could find work in the coal mines at Eagle
^^Progressive Farmer 59, No. 10 (1944): 14, 29, and
No. 11 (1944); 22; Southwestern Crop and Stock 1, No. 6
(1947); 9; 2, No. 10 (October 1948); 18; 29, No. 10
(November 1948); 20. A detailed description of early
housing conditions is included in Chapter 3.
^^Apolinar's father, Tomas Romero, was from California
and his mother, Teresa Castillo, was a Navajo from Arizona.
Apolinar was only one-year-old when they moved to Mexico and
speculated his father had gone to Mexico to join the Madero
Revolution. Apolinar Castillo de Romero to Yolanda Romero,
Oral interview, February 24, 1985 at Inadale, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
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Pass and Laredo.

By the 1920s Mexicans and Mexican American

miners labored across Texas at Bridgeport, Newcastle,
Strawn, Thurber, and Malakoff.
Mary Rodriguez's father mined at Thurber and Strawn
before coming to Northwest Texas.

Juan De Santiago had

lived in Zacatecas and first mined in Musquiz, Coahuila
before immigrating to Texas.

Mary was born in Bastrop in

1922 three months before the family moved to Thurber where
De Santiago worked in the coal mine until he began mining in
Strawn.

The discovery of oil weakened the coal mining

industry, however, and forced miners to look for work in the
agricultural and railroad industries in Northwest Texas.^^
By 1936 De Santiago had already begun taking his family to
Northwest Texas to pick cotton.

Four years later the family

had moved permanently to Levelland.^*
Like De Santiago, Rudolfo Ritz had crossed the border
in the early 1920s.

He worked as an engineer in Mexico but

lost everything before immigrating to the United States.

In

"Andres Tijerina, Mexican Americans m Lubbock County
(Lubbock; Texas Tech Press, 1978), pp. 17-19; Lubbock
Avalanche, November 21, 1912; August 14, 21; September 18,
1913; R. Reynolds McKay, "The Impact of the Great Depression
on Immigrant Mexican Labor; Repatriation of the Bridgeport,
Texas, Coal Miners," The Mexican American Experience: An
Interdisciplinary Anthology, Rodolfo 0. De La Garza, ed.
(Austin; University of Texas Press, 1985), pp. 91-100;
Roberto R. Calderon, South Texas Coal Mining; A Community
History (Eagle Pass: Privately Printed, 1984).
^^Mary Rodriguez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
September 8, 1985, at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
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the United States Ritz worked on the railroad and highway
gangs until he married sixteen-year-old Frances Torres.
After the couple married, they labored as migrants and began
transporting migrant workers.

Frances had thirteen children

but continued to work in the fields, and even cooked for
bachelors who accompanied them.^^
Prior to the depression Mexican workers supplemented
the labor of Mexican Texans.

Then, because of restrictions

on immigration, farmers placed their emphasis on trying to
keep Tejanos from leaving the state.

The Emigrant Agent Act

enacted in 1929 discouraged transporting Texas labor outside
the state for the first time.

In the 1930s Mexican

Americans from South Texas provided an additional labor
force for agricultural industries in the Northwest.^^
Securing labor for the harvest became especially
crucial during World War II when so many local men had been
called to military service.

At this time Mexico partially

blackballed Texas for "discrimination" and "inadequate
facilities" and sent its cotton pickers into Arkansas,
Mississippi and other southern states.

Therefore, Mexican

Americans filled the need for labor until the onset of

^^Frances Ritz to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, June
25, July 3, 1985, at Meadow, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
^^Lubbock Avalanche Journal, December 17, 31, 1929;
Progressive Farmer 52, No. 8 (1939); 5; President's
Commission on Migratory Labor, Migratory Labor in American
Agriculture (Washington; Government Printing Office, 1951)
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mechanical harvesting.

Mechanization intensified with the

end of the war as machine-stripping cotton replaced hand
cotton harvesting with a savings of $18 per bale.
Mechanization eliminated some of the hand labor but through
increased production provided other jobs for displaced
workers."
In the 1940s the Bracero program began to create job
competition for Mexican Americans as the Mexican population
began working in greater numbers in Northwest Texas.

During

this decade the Hispanic population grew as traditional
patterns continued and migrant workers became permanent
residents.

For the next twenty years Mexicans and Mexican

Americans, although not always welcomed by Anglo-Americans,
came to Northwest Texas to work and became part of the mass
population movement.'°
The majority of Mexican Americans came to the South
Plains as migrant laborers and after working the area for a
^8Vy years decided to settle permanently.

Whole families

traveled together, following the same route season after

^^Progressive Farmer 59, No. 10 (1944); 14, 29, and
No. 11 (1944): 22; Southwest Crop and Stock 1, No. 6
(1947); 9; 2, No. 10 (October 1948); 18; 29, No. 10
(November 1948) : 20.
^^The Bracero Program brought temporary agricultural
and railway workers from Mexico under government agreement
from 1942 to 1964. Ernesto Galarza, Merchants of Labor;
the Bracero Story (Charlotte: McNally and Loftin, 1964);
Wayne D. Rasmussen, A History of the Farm Labor Supply
Program. 1943-47 (Washington: Department of Agriculture,
1951) .
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season and brought their relatives to help with expenses as
the need for labor increased.

Others set up businesses to

provide services for the growing Hispanic population.

When

Northwest Texas experienced the first wave of Mexican and
Mexican American migration during the first three decades of
the twentieth century, the first barrios such as the
Guadalupe neighborhood in Lubbock began to develop where
migrant workers came to live.

Although Anglos perceived

Hispanics as transients, their neighborhoods grew and became
well-established communities.
The Catholic Church and the growth of the Amarillo
Diocese proved significant to the settlement of this modern
day frontier by providing a cultural institution which many
Mexicans welcomed in the new region.

The Catholic Church

established missions and then churches in these areas.

The

church as well as its parishioners faced prejudice and
discrimination from Anglo Protestants throughout the region.
The diocese grew with the increase of the Hispanic
population in the area.

In 1914 records indicated the

church kept busy baptizing Mexican American children born in
Northwest Texas.^' In Amarillo in 1918, the Catholic
Diocese moved the old Sacred Heart church building to Arthur
and East 11th Street "for the exclusive use of Spanishspeaking Catholics."

In Lubbock, Catholics built St.

^^Baptismal Records, 1914, Books 6, 7, 8, Diocese of
Amarillo.
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Joseph's Church during 1924 in the Guadalupe neighborhood.
Five years later Bishop R. A. Gerken bought two lots for a
Catholic Church in Lamesa, although it remained a mission of
Lubbock until 1947.

The diocese always concerned itself

with locating needy parishioners as in 1928 when Father J.
H. Krukkert and an unknown "Mexican fugitive priest" had
traveled southeast of Lubbock county.

In Crosby, Dickens,

Garza, Kent, and Stonewall counties Krukkert found 3,000
Mexicans during their six week visit.

Krukkert noted that

the parishioners welcomed the two priests into their homes
and invited them to sleep on their floors.. In later years
the Amarillo Diocese honored parishioners for their
contributions to the church.

San Ramon in Woodrow,

dedicated to Ramon Mendez who donated the land for the
church, and St. Francis in Wolforth, dedicated to Francisco
Rodriguez, a founding parishioner, became two of these
churches.

^'^The history of the Amarillo Diocese dates back to the
late nineteenth century. It was officially created on
August 25, 1926 from parts of the Dioceses of Dallas, San
Antonio and El Paso. Historical accounts written by Bishop
Gerken and others can be found at the Diocesan Archives in
Amarillo, Texas, 84/1983/7, 136/1983/1; Rooney, "A History
of the Catholic Church in the Panhandle-Plains Area of
Texas, 1876-1916," pp. iii-103; Harter, "The Creation and
Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Amarillo, 19171924," pp. 1-102; West Texas Catholic, Diocese of Amarillo
(1926-1976), pp. 15, 27, 32, 53-54; West Texas Register.
Diocese of Amarillo (1931-1961), pp. 38-39, 6-47; West Texas
Register, Anniversary Issue (Diocese of Amarillo, 1956), pp.
18-76.
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Hispanic communities in Northwest Texas, though
isolated from the larger numbers of Hispanics in South
Texas, continued traditional practices, which also helped
create what Richard Nostrand calls a culture region.^^
This culture region developed from the Hispanic influence
already present in Northwest Texas since the 1870s when
Casimiro Romero and others had made the Panhandle their
home.

The Spanish language, Mexican newcomers, the

segregation practiced in the area as well as special events
and the Catholic Church aided in strengthening this culture
region.

Traditional Mexican holidays and ceremonies

celebrated within this culture region included el Dieciseis
de Septiembre (September 16), Cinco de Mayo (May 5),
quinceaneras (fifteen year old parties), and bailes caseros
(house dances).

Compadrazgo also became an important

institution to these Hispanics in Northwest Texas."''

^^Tirso Dominguez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
July 1, 1985 at Slaton, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas
Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Alfred Albidrez to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, January 11, 1987 at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwst Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas;
Senorina Perez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July 8,
1985 at Meadow, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Nostrand, "Hispanic-American
Borderland," pp. 652-661.
^^Bailes caseros or house dances were held by
individuals in their homes for their neighbors. In the
small farm communities bailes caseros were often the only
source of entertainment. Mexican Americans for the most
part were not welcome in dance halls or clubs owned by
Anglo-Americans. Senorina Perez to Yolanda Romero, Oral
interview, July 8, 1985 at Meadow, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
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El Dieciseis developed in Mexico to mark the day in
1810 when Father Hidalgo gave his grito at Dolores beginning
the independence movement against Spain.

The celebration

spread throughout Northwest Texas with parades, fiestas,
dances, and senorita or reyna (queen) contests.

In Lubbock,

Telesforo Lara remembered the Mexican neighborhood
celebrating El Dieciseis in the early 1920s.

At that time

the celebration occurred as more of a neighborhood event
with a Jamaica (small fair) held outside at a central
location such as the church.

People set up small booths to

sell food like tamales, tripas, or menudo.

An outside dance

and bailes folkloricos or mariachis, usually formed part of
the Sixteenth of September festivities at which a senorita
or reyna was chosen to reign over the Fiestas Patrias.

In

the early years reynas and senoritas won the competition
depending on how much money the contestants could raise.
Each contestant placed boxes with her photograph at local
businesses where community people could donate to the
contestant's drive.

The contestant also went to dances and

community gatherings to speak to the people and ask for
donations or have lotteries.

The donations went to buy a

dress and pay for any other expenses the contestant or her
family might make.

In the early seventies this method came

under attack because it became apparent that it did not
foster fair competition.

Accusations that parents were

tampering with the earnings led to a change in the contests
39

that appropriately began to include talent competition and
knowledge of Mexican culture.^^
Cinco de Mayo, which honors Mexican defeat of the
French in 1861, resulted in celebrations much like the
sixteenth, although festivities generally remained less
impressive.

Jamaicas with puestos (booths) and a dance

usually made up the celebration with no parade, reyna or
senorita chosen.

The Cinco de Mavo celebration lasted only

one day whereas the Fiestas Patrias lasted two to three
days. ^*
A quincienera signified a special event in the life of
a Mexican woman.
woman.

It symbolized an adolescent becoming a

The young woman's family celebrated her fifteenth

11

'•'Alfredo Albidrez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
January 11, 1987 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Tirso Dominguez to
Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July 1, 1985 at Slaton,
Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock,
Texas; Telesforo Lara to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
August 18, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Armando Ayala
Anguiano, La Independencia, Extra 8, Mexico de Carne y Hueso
(Contenido, Octubre, 1978); Dirk Raat, Mexico; From
Independence to Revolution, 1810-1910 (Lincoln and London;
University of Nebraska Press, 1982), pp. 3-50; Matt S. Meier
and Feliciano Rivera, The Chicanes; A History of Mexican
Americans (New York; Hill and Wang, 1972), pp, 22-37;
"Fiestas Patrias," Fort Concho Report (Fall, 1987).
^^Bidal Aguero to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July
26, 1985 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwst Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Romeo Reyna to Yolanda Romero,
Oral Interview, June 30, 1986 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Anguiano,
"La Intervencion Francesca," El Juarismo, Extra 8, Mexico de
Carrie v Hueso (Contenido, Diciembre, 1978), pp. 195-250;
Raat, Mexico; From Independence to Revolution, 1810-1910.
Part Three.
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birthday at a special mass with padrinos (godparents) as
well as a dinner and a dance for relatives and friends.

In

Northwest Texas quincieneras became popular events in the
Mexican American community and followed the Mexican
tradition.

Godparents played a significant role in

quincieneras. baptisms, confirmations and weddings.

The

parents of the child or young man or woman are compadres to
the padrinos or godparents.

William Madsen describes

compadrazgo as "co-parenthood," although godparents are not
necessarily "genetically related to the family."

Padrinos

accepted an obligation to see that their godchild would be
brought up properly.

Compadrazgo developed a kinship among

families and close friends which aided in strengthening
IC

cultural traditions."'"'
In the early twentieth century countless Mexicans left
Mexico to escape the economic and political upheavals caused
by the policies of Porfirio Diaz and the Mexican Revolution.
Their first stop became the frontera, that area that lies
along both sides of the Mexican and United States border.
Once Mexicans reached the frontera, they found much in
common with resident Mexican Americans whose families dated
back to the seventeenth century when Tlascalans, mestizos
^^Paul Kutsche, "Household and Family in Hispanic
Northern New Mexico," Journal of Comparative Family Studies
14 (Summer 1983), pp. 151-166; Arnoldo De Leon, San
Angeleos, p. 123; William Madsen, Mexican-Americans of South
Texas (New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1973),
^pT 48-49; see Appendix G.
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and Spanish settlers established frontier towns in presentday southern Texas.

The increase in the Hispanic population

of the frontera caused job competition and led Mexicans and
Mexican Americans to look northward for employment
opportunities in Northwest Texas.

Hispanics came to

Northwest Texas with the same determination of settlers
moving westward in the nineteenth century.

In Northwest

Texas Hispanics maintained their culture by continuing to
practice traditional ceremonies of the Catholic Church and
by organizing to celebrate traditional Mexican holidays.
The first focal point of this twentieth century population
movement into Northwest Texas became the development of
labor camps.
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CHAPTER III
MIGRANT HOUSING AND LABOR CAMPS
In the early twentieth century when Mexicans and
Mexican Americans first began their movement into Northwest
Texas, men formed the majority of the crews, working for the
railroad and highway gangs as well as the infant
agricultural industries.

These men stayed in tents,

boarding houses, or shelters provided for workers, but when
more families began traveling together, housing became an
important factor to workers.

Labor camps became the

solution to the deplorable living conditions which some
migrant families found on the migrant trail.

Labor camps

offered more for migrants than just a temporary place to
stay, often serving as a means of keeping in contact with
the grapevine that had developed among the workers.^
For migrants the trip north from South Texas to the
Panhandle Plains area often became one of unexpected
hardships.

Yet the migrants kept coming to work the same

areas year after year.

Until efforts were made to organize

farm labor, workers depended on the grapevine or network
that developed among the people or made agreements with
^Tirso Dominguez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
July 1, 1986 at Slaton, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas
Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Telesforo Lara to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, August 18, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas;
Alfredo Velasquez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, April
19, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas.
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contractors who could be ruthless.

These migrants found

familiar places and friends in Northwest Texas, yet their
experiences were never the same.

Along the migrant trail

they found Mexican American residents, segregated in certain
areas near a church or mission, and quite often a handful of
Mexican American-owned businesses, where they spoke
Spanish.^
This grapevine provided a means of communication for
the migrant workers who could keep in touch with friends and
relatives by word of mouth.

Often workers asked others to

pass on to a brother or cousin a message that the family
would be heading to a certain location or had been detained
because of a problem such as car trouble.

This network had

developed long before the labor camps existed for workers.
Out on the road, migrants created this system from farm to
farm by which they could keep in touch.

By 1951 farmers

maintained that housing could be found on 77 percent of the

^Doah Barela to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, June 11
and 13, 1985 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas
Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Abel Garcia to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, June 20, 1985 at Lubbock, Texas;
Senorina Perez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July 8,
1985 at Meadow, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; S. T. Rendon to Yolanda Romero,
Oral interview, July 11, 1985 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Romeo
Reyna to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, June 30, 1986 and
July 2, 1986 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas
Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Alfredo Albidrez to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, January 11, 1987 at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
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farms in the area.^

The labor camps only made it easier

for the travelers.*
In the early years quarters for migrant families varied
from place to place.

Families set up camp in places such as

old animal sheds, lean-tos, vacant houses, the back of an
old truck or even dug-outs.

In 1906 tents on the Jack

Hancock farm housed Mexican and Mexican American laborers
recruited from around the Big Spring area.

In 1909 Father

C. J. Bier of the Diocese of Amarillo found many groups of
Mexican section hands and their families living in boxcars
near the tracks.

These laborers and section hands became

the first of thousands to be imported into that area and the
c

rest of the Panhandle."'

United States Department of Agriculture, Cotton and
Manpower; Texas High Plains, Bulletin 762 (College Station
Texas A&M College, 1952), p. 44.
^Catarina Garcia Ovalle to Yolanda Romero, Oral
interview, July 28, 1988 at Los Ybanez, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Martin
Ovalle to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July 28, 1988 at
Los Ybanez, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University,
Lubbock, Texas; Elvia Ochoa Alvarez to Yolanda Romero, Oral
interview, August 28, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Justo
Alvarez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, August 28, 1989
at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Berta Garcia to Yolanda Romero,
Oral interview, July 7, 1990 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
W s t Texas Catholic, Golden Jubilee (Diocese of
Amarillo, 1976), p. 15; M. C. Lindsey, "The Trail of Years
in Dawson County, Texas" (unpublished), p. 95. This study
is not for circulation and is housed at the Texas State
Archives.
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Tents remained a popular form of housing for all
migrants.

Anita Lara and husband, Telesforo Lara,

remembered that in the early nineteen-twenties migrants
would often camp on the outskirts of the Guadalupe barrio in
Lubbock.

In 1912 the first permanent Hispanic resident in

Lubbock, Ventura Flores, had "pitched his tent" next to the
railroad tracks where he lived until he traded his wagon for
a home.°

Often, makeshift tents proved to be more

comfortable than the squalid housing which farmers provided
for the migrant families.
As late as 1938 migrant workers could be found living
in tent camps on many farms.

In testifying during a double

murder trial Claudio Quiroz described such a camp on the Tom
L. Burnett ranch near Paducah.

Quiroz talked about a dance

that had been given at the camp where the problems started
and how he and his brother retired to their tent.

Later he

returned to a "big tent" which camp residents used as a
meeting place.

Quiroz's sister also lived at the camp in a

tent.^

^Anita Lara to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, August
17, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Telesforo Lara to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, August 18, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas;
Andres Tijerina, Mexican Americans in Lubbock County
(Lubbock; Texas Tech University, 1979), pp. 1, 5.
^Claudio Quiroz from Wichita Falls, Texas who was
indicted for two killings, received a seven years sentence
for murder with malice for one of the victims. Foard County
N^ws, Crowell, Texas, May 12, 1938, pp. 1, 5.
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During the first three decades of the century the
migrant labor force remained unorganized in Texas.
Agents and recruiters sought the profits they could make as
contractors, while farmers only cared about a guaranteed
labor supply.

Farmers often exaggerated their needs for

their own benefit, which caused a surplus of migratory
workers and resulted in poor wages or unemployment.

Many

migrant families found themselves stranded with no money,
housing, or food.

Therefore migrants who could locate work

and housing, regardless of the conditions, seldom complained
to their employers.°
When Texas legislators recognized the problems in 1923,
the Thirty-eighth Legislature enacted an Employment Agency
Law.

This law required employment agents to be licensed in

each county where they maintained an employment office, and
to carry a bond for $5,000.

Employment fees could not be

collected until work was completed, and the law made
providing false information in soliciting labor by the
employment agent and by employers illegal.

Unfortunately,

violations of this law occurred frequently until it was
strengthened by the Emigrant Labor Agency Laws in 1929.

The

Emigrant Labor Agency Laws regulated the hiring and
^Originally the Dawson County Chamber of Commerce, the
Chamber was renamed in 1919. Lamesa, Texas, Chamber of
Commerce Records, 1919-1974, Southwest Collection, Texas
Tech University, Lubbock, Texas, pp. 42, 50, 52; Farmer
Placement Service, Origins and Problems of Texas Migratory
Farm Labor (Austin; Texas State Employment Service, 1940),
pp. 13-17.
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soliciting of workers within Texas for labor outside the
state.

Like the 1923 law it subjected the agent to an

annual license fee and bond for each county where he
maintained an employment office.' The legislation clearly
defined the difference between employment agents and
emigrant agents in an effort to protect migratory laborers
who might be persuaded to leave the state.

It also

attempted to protect migratory workers working in the state
from unauthorized employment agents.
David Montejano suggests that these Emigrant Labor
Agency Laws were proposed not so much for the benefit of the
laborer but for the employer inside the state as well as the
white union labor force in the North.

Montejano points out

that for this reason the Texas American Federation of Labor
supported these laws in defense of its counterparts in the
North.

On the other hand northern competitors, especially

the sugar beet companies in Michigan, fought these laws.
These northern industries were suffering due to restrictive
immigration quotas and repatriation.^"

Consequently

northern industries headed by the Michigan sugar beet

farmer Placement Service, Origins and Problems of
Texas Migratory Farm Labor, pp. 29-30. An Emigrant Agent
had to pay an annual fee of $150 in each county to maintain
an office.
^^With the Great Crash in 1929 Mexicans and Mexican
American were pressured to repatriate to Mexico to lessen
job competition. The repatriation movement continued until
the late 1930s, weakening as the decade came to a close
because of World War II and the demand for labor.
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companies questioned the constitutionality of the Emigrant
Labor Agency Laws in a federal court, thereby weakening the
power of these laws.^^
Continued exploitation of migratory farm labor in Texas
as well as in other areas of the country resulted in further
measures to protect the workers and their families.

In

1935, the Texas Legislature established the Texas State
Employment Service according to the Wagner-Peyser Act.^^ A
federal agency, the Farm Placement Service, became
responsible for organizing the agricultural labor market in
Texas by bringing both the farmers and the workers together
at the appropriate time.
In Texas between 1935 and 1940 the migratory labor
problem increased because of mechanization and the poorly
organized labor market.
agriculture.

Problems centered around

In 1930 agriculture, especially the cotton

industry, employed a large volume of hand labor.

Ten years

later rapid mechanization had transformed cotton farming in
Texas.

The use of tractors had undergone an increase of 165

^^David Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of
Texas, 1836-1986 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1987),
pp. 207-213.
^^The Texas State Employment Service was affiliated
with the United States Employment Service. The WagnerPeyser Act was passed on June 6, 1933, establishing a new
system of public employment services known as the Farm
Placement Service, under the auspices of the Department of
Labor but organized and run by the individual states. Early
in 1935 plans were made to integrate the Farm Placement
Service with the other employment offices. Ibid., pp. 3133.
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percent in Texas by 1938.

Mechanization resulted in the

unemployment of migratory workers.

In 1937, of the 600,000

migratory workers drifting from farm to farm in Texas only
half could find work.

With large masses of people falling

prey to unlicensed labor agents, the need to control
intrastate and interstate movement of migratory workers
became even more crucial.
Migratory workers became alert to the dangers of
agreements with unlawful agents.

Growers encouraged agents

to contract a surplus of labor, therefore guaranteeing the
harvest but causing low wages.

This practice became the

major cause of unemployment followed by a shortage of labor
because large numbers of migrants often left the area after
being turned away by the growers.
fear of not finding work.

Many did not return for

Contractors often recruited

laborers from the outside because they were less likely to
complain about meager wages and deplorable working
conditions. ^^ In a letter to Wilson Cowen, the Regional
Director of the Farm Security Administration, J. H. Bond,
the Director of the Texas State Employment Service, noted
that during this time the main labor supply came from the
Lower Rio Grande Valley and Southwest Texas. ^*
13Ibid., pp. 3338, 40-45.
^*J. H. Bond, Director of Texas State Employment
Service, Austin, Texas to Wilson Cowen, Regional Director to
Farm Security Administration, Amarillo, Texas, December 9,
1941, Records of the Farmers Home Administration, Record
Group 96, Entry 106, Records of the Resettlement Division,
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The necessity of a secured work force together with the
danger of large waves of unemployed migrant workers that put
a strain on communities led to the first labor camp in 1938
at Willacy County in the Rio Grande Valley.
civic organizations promoted the camp.

Businessmen and

They realized such a

camp could aid in regulating the migrant work force and
recognized the attraction of appropriate facilities for
workers.

The camp offered running water, garbage disposal

units, and separate sanitary facilities for men and
IC

women, ^"' By 1940 camps under the auspices of the
employment service appeared in other Texas counties to
provide similar facilities and to act as contact points for
the workers.
In Northwest Texas, discussion of a migratory labor
camp first occurred in 1940 during Chamber of Commerce
meetings in Lamesa,

The chamber sent a committee to visit

four labor camps in South Texas to determine whether such a
camp would be acceptable in Lamesa.

By the end of 1940 the

committee had traveled to inspect migratory labor camps as
far away as Arizona.

In February of 1941 Lamesa citizens

held a public meeting for further discussion of the proposed
camp.

Chamber of Commerce members as well as

representatives of the Farm Security Administration
Folder 028 on Migratory Labor, 20655 National Archives, Fort
Worth, Texas, Branch.
^^Farm Placement Service, Origins and Problems of Texas
Mjjqratory Farm Labor, pp. 59-61,
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participated in the meeting.

The following day, February

11, a secret vote decided in favor of building the migratory
labor camp.

A month later Washington approved Lamesa's

request for a camp.
Lamesa built its Farm Workers Community as prescribed
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture Farm Security
Administration based in Amarillo, Texas,

The labor camp

when finished consisted of a community center building, a
gatehouse, a manager's house, twenty-five farm labor houses,
twenty-five quadraplex shelters, twenty-six outhouses and a
pump house.

The government-owned land was located about one

and a half miles southeast of Lamesa.

Medical services were

supposed to be available at the center at all times.

The

Texas Extension Service advertised a recreation hall for
gatherings and games with laundry tubs as well as showers,
and also kept an agent present at the center to assist
migrants in finding work.

Migrants paid a small rental

charge for the housing at the camp.
The camps became popular because of the living
conditions and the services that were available to the
migrant workers and families.

For the next forty years the

Lamesa Farm Workers Community would house thousands of
visitors.

In

1942 the Lamesa Chamber of Commerce even used

^^United States Department of Agriculture,
Specification FSAG--633 (Amarillo, Texas; Farm Security
Administration, 1941); Texas Extension Service, Reception
rp^nters for Migratory Farm Workers (College Station, Texas:
Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1943), p. 80,
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the camp as housing for the families of the glider school
and army personnel,
Lamesa,

A housing shortage had always plagued

In later years, when the number of immigrants

escalated in Lamesa, officials turned to other temporary
alternatives for housing workers.^^ The Agriculture
Committee negotiated with the Dawson County Fair Association
to use one of the buildings on the fairgrounds for itinerant
Mexican workers as an overnight reception center, although
the facilities were not completed until after workers were
gone. ^°
The Lamesa Farm Workers Community became the first camp
project to be built with federal funds in Northwest Texas,
Once construction began on the Lamesa Camp, numerous towns
inside Region XII applied to have either mobile units or the
same type of camp built in their communities by the Farm
17

Lamesa Chamber of Commerce Records, pp, 68-70;
Correspondence of Lamesa residents and Army Air Force Glider
Training School officials, Farmers Home Administration,
March 1941 to November 1942, Record Group 96, Entry 106,
Folder 028 on Public Relations Breakdown, Records of the
Resettlement Division,
^Lamesa Chamber of Commerce Records, September 17,
19 51; Arthur J. Goldberg, Bureau of Employment Security Farm
Labor Service, Information Concerning Entry of Mexican
Agricultural Workers into the United States (Washington,
D,C.: United States Department of Labor, 1962), pp. 35-38,
Toilet facilities were built at a cost of $2,500, This was
necessary for an overnight stop in order to stay off the
Mexican government's black list. The Migrant Labor
Agreement of 1951 protected Mexican labor while in the
United States. Failure to comply with the stipulations of
the Agreement meant employers would no longer be eligible to
obtain Mexican labor. Two years later the Lamesa Chamber of
Commerce and Dawson County were still arguing as to who was
responsible for paying for the facilities.
53

Security administration.^'

The mobile units or "light

construction" appeared to be "fairly decent and adequate"
housing, but only under favorable weather conditions.
Clapboard, canvas-roofed shelters with wooden floors could
not withstand the cold and cutting winds on the South Plains
during the peak season for migrant labor from October 1
through December 31.

Late in 1941 Clay L. Cochran, the

Assistant Labor Relations Advisor for the federal Farm
Security Administration, wrote "it would be plain indecent
to house workers in clap-board-canvas shacks" because of the
weather.

Cochran suggested a more permanent structure would

reflect greater "credit" on the Farm Security Administration
which had been attempting to raise rural housing
standards.^
The federal government allocated funds for two light
construction camps on the plains, one at Muleshoe and the

^'ciay L. Cochran to C. E. Hazard, October 22, 1941; J,
H, Bond, Director of Texas State Employment Service to
Wilson Cowen, Regional Director, December 9, 1941, 20655; C
E. Hazard, Senior Labor Relations Advisor to Wilson Cowen,
Regional Director, August 4, 1941, Farmers Home
Administration, Record Group 96, Entry 106, Folder 028 on
Migratory Labor, 14852, Records of the Resettlement
Division.
^^Clay L, Cochran, Assistant Labor Relations Adviser,
Amarillo, Texas to Jesse B. Gilmer, Assistant Regional
Director in Charge of Resettlement Projects concerning
"Light Construction" Camps, December 4, 1941, Farmers Home
Administration, Record Group 96, Entry 106, Folder 028 on
Migratory Labor, Records of the Resettlement Division.
54

other at Levelland.^^

This type of camp enabled the Farm

Security Administration to build more camps and, although
limited to $80,000 allotments for each camp, allowed for
modifications once additional funds were available.
Recommended by Congressman George Mahon and supported
wholeheartedly by the Muleshoe farm community, a farm
workers camp would provide garden homes and more desirable
living conditions in order to attract hands and end the
existing shortage of labor.

The camp would be built to

house a minimum of one hundred families and would offer
laundry and sanitation facilities with "pit type toilets, if
necessary."

^^Littlefield, Texas in Lamb County was under
consideration at the same time but the community could not
convince the FSA officials that the migrant workers would be
honestly welcomed to the town. Two mobile camps would be
located in Dona Ana County, New Mexico and the other in
Pecos valley in New Mexico, Clay L. Cochran to C, E,
Hazard, October 22, 1941; Wilson Cowen to Jesse B, Gilmer,
Robert Jelinek, Clay Cochran, December 9, 1941; Clay L.
Cochran to Jesse B. Gilmer, December 15, 1941; Clay L,
Cochran to C, E, Hazard, December 19, 1941; See also E, C.
Cundiff, Secretary of the Littlefield Chamber of Commerce,
Littlefield, Texas to Clay Cochran, FSA, December 8, 1941,
Farmers Home Administration, Record Group 96, Entry 106,
Folder 028 on Migratory Labor, Records of the Resettlement
Division.
^^Ibid., p. 2; C. E. Hazard, Sr. Labor Relations
Specialist to Wilson Cowen, Regional Director, FSA,
Amarillo, Texas, August 4, 1941, 14852; Clay L. Cochran to
C, E. Hazard, October 22, 1941; George Mahon, House of
Representatives to Wilson Cowen, November 7, 1941, 19206;
Wilson Cowen to George Mahon, November 14, 1941. Farmers
Home Administration, Record Group 96, Entry 106, Folder 028
on Migratory Labor, Records of the Resettlement Division.
55

A tentative plan shown below, using the Lamesa Farm
Workers Community as a master plan for the Muleshoe Camp,
indicates that cuts in cost took place in building the
camps.

Farm Security Administration Adviser Clay L. Cochran

proposed the agency acquire enough land for a "full-sized,
permanent camp," then have engineers prepare a master plan
which would allow for further development (see Table 1).
The operations division could decide where construction
would start, assuring a better end product with more
possibilities.

Because of inadequate funds, communities had

to demonstrate the need for labor, as well as the
willingness to welcome migrant workers into their towns.^^
The Farm Security Administration always made an effort
to build these camps where the migrant workers could be
close to town.

Since the price of land increased with its

proximity to town, this created a financial burden for the
agency.

In the case of Levelland, the land closest to town

belonged to the Double U Company.

Double U initially agreed

to sell the land for the high price of $100 an acre, cash,
and to let the government have half the mineral rights under
^^A, B, Cherry, Manager, Texas Unemployment
Compensation Commission, Texas State Employment Service,
Plainview, Texas to Clay L. Cochran, Asst. Labor Relations
Advisor, FSA, Amarillo, December 2, 1941, 20246; Clay L.
Cochran, Asst. Labor Adviser to C. E. Hazard, Sr. Labor
Relations Specialist, FSA, Denver, Colorado, December 3,
1941; Cochran to Cherry, December 3, 1941; Cochran to
Cherry, December 3, 1941; Cochran to F. W. Wells, TSES,
December 8, 1941, Farmers Home Administration, Record Group
96, Entry 106, Folder 028 on Migratory Labor, Records of the
Resettlement Division.
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Table 1
Labor Camp Costs U

Unit

Lamesa
Cost

Muleshoe
Cost

Community Center
Gatehouse & Clinic
Manager's house
Labor homes (25)
Quadruplex shelters (25)
Duplex shelters (50)
Labor home barns (25)
Privies (25)
Pump house
Water supply & fire system
Gas system
Electrical system
Site preparation
Clothes lines
Utility building

$

$

9,604
3,870
3,479
50,000
100,000
none
12,500
none
373
20,432
2,131
2,445
356
180
none

$205,370

Total

10,000
3,870
out
out
out
30,000
out
500
373
10 000
1 000
1 500
356
100
8,000

$65,699

24,'Chart reproduced from Clay L. Cochran to Jesse B.

Gilmer, Assistant Regional Director, FSA, Assistant Labor
Relations Adviser, FSA, December 4, 1941, Farmers Home
Administration, Record Group 96, Entry 106, Folder 028 on
Migratory Labor, Records of the Resettlement Division.
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the property.

The Farm Security Administration rejected

this price as well as the offer for mineral rights.

As the

deliberations continued, Melvin Sisk, Manager of the Hockley
County Board of Development, wrote on November 21, 1941,
that hundreds of farm laborers without housing were camped
on the streets, "chilled by a biting north wind."

The

Double U finally decided to include all minerals in the sale
25
price.'"*

In bidding for the labor camp, the City of Levelland
offered to grade all roads in the camp as well as maintain
them free of charge.

Levelland also agreed to allow the

camp sewage to be disposed of through the city sewage system
at no cost.

Water would be furnished at a small cost of ten

cents per thousand gallons through an eight inch line that
would be run to the property line of the project.

Gas and

power lines would also be made available to the boundary of
the camp site.

^^Double U to Hockley County Board of Development,
August 7, 1941; Melvin Sisk, Hockley County Board of
Development, to Robert Jelinek, Regional Engineer, FSA,
August 9, 1941,15122; Jelinek to Sisk, August 18, 1941; Sisk
to Jelinek, September 2, 1941, 16056; Sisk to Judge Wilson
Cowen, Regional Supervisor, FSA, Amarillo, November 21,
1941, 19693; Sisk to Jelinek, November 21, 1941, 19691; Clay
L. Cochran, Asst. Labor Relations Adviser to Sisk, December
3, 1941; Clay L. Cochran to C. E. Hazard, December 19, 1941,
Farmers Home Administration, Record Group 96, Entry 106,
Folder 028 on Migratory Labor, Records of the Resettlement
Division.
^^Clay L, Cochran to Jesse B. Gilmer, December 15,
1941, Farmers Home Administration, Record Group 96, Entry
106, Folder 028, Records of the Resettlement Division.
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On the South Plains farm labor became an important
element in the economic development of the area.

In Dawson

County, migrants not only provided a labor force but they
also became important to the merchants in Lamesa.

In 1947,

when itinerant merchants began coming on weekends and
selling to the Mexican population, local merchants insisted
Lhat the Chamber of Commerce take action.

Chamber of

Commerce minutes never mentioned the incident again so it is
difficult to assess the outcome of the complaint.

By 1955

two Spanish theaters owned and operated by John A, Flache
and his wife catered to the Mexican population.
managed the Lamesa Migrant Labor Camp.

Flache also

Both the Alameda on

North Dallas Street and the Fiesta, an outdoor theater,
showed Spanish-language films.

The Lamesa Chamber of

Commerce also began honoring the Hispanic residents in 1952
by having a "Fiesta Day."

The fiesta celebrated

independence in Mexico and aimed at strengthening relations
17

between Anglo-Americans and Hispanics.*
Even earlier, in 1949, Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic
Church had been built for the "Latin-American"
population."

Because of the efforts of Dawson County

"correspondence to John A. Flache, Camp Manager, June
1942 to January 1943, Farmers Home Administration, Record
Group 96, Entry 106, Folder on Occupance, Records of the
Resettlement Division; Lamesa Chamber of Commerce Records,
October 9, 1946; November 5, 1947; February 11, 1948; M. C,
Lindsey, The Trail of Years in Dawson County, p. 51,
^^West-Texas Register (Anniversary issue, 1956), p. 88
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growers and the employment service, migrants came to this
area in overwhelming numbers.

In the late 1940s county

agents reported between 3,000 and 4,000 pickers in the area.
Recognizing that Lamesa had become the center of such
migrant labor activity, the Catholic Diocese secured
additional property in 1953 for a rectory.

By 1961 the

Catholic Diocese reported 12,000 laborers in Dawson
County.^^
By 1964, workers and their families migrated in their
own vehicles.

Because the Bracero Program had ended in

1962, Texas farmers believed it was especially important to
keep the local migratory labor force within the state.

In

1964 eleven licensed labor agents in Texas who sought
workers recruited approximately 30,000 laborers.

The

American Crystal Labor Agency, the largest of the eleven,
held a license in Dawson County and nineteen other Texas
counties.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture defined the

wages to be paid to the workers in the contracts made by the
American Crystal Labor Agency.

As part of this regulatory

action money had to be advanced to the worker for
transportation.

The average term for work in these

contracts began at three months.

Workers could earn better

wages and find better housing out-of-state.

Because of

these circumstances, local agents often struggled to keep

^Vest Texas Catholic, Golden Jubilee (Amarillo
Dioceses, 1976), p. 55.
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the migratory labor force organized in Texas,

That became

even more difficult when families began to find their own
cheap housing away from the labor camps.

Even so, the Farm

Workers Community in Lamesa and other camps remained in use
into the 1980s.^^
Dimmitt like Muleshoe and Lamesa received federal
assistance for a camp.

Dimmitt became the site of a 192-

unit migrant housing project, built in the 1950s by growers
who received a federal grant through the Farmers Home
Administration that also subsidized the Dimmitt Country
Club.

During harvest time as many as 3,000 migrants lived

in the housing project.

By 1978 the Castro County Housing

Authority Project operated the camp and unfortunately
allowed living conditions to deteriorate.

At the camp

surrounded by a high fence, families lived in brown concrete
block units.

In 1978 a Texas Rural Legal Aid lawyer

described the camp, known as "the hatchery," as "two-room
housing with twenty people in each room . . . worse than
If)

"'Charles H. King, Jr., Report on Migratory Labor
Movement and Licensed Labor Agents (Austin; Texas Bureau of
Labor Statistics, 1964), pp, 3-4, 12. The American Crystal
Labor Agency obtained licenses for the following counties;
Atascosa, Bexar, Cameron, Deaf Smith, Dimmitt, Frio, Hays,
Hidalgo, Howard, LaSalle, Lubbock, Maverick, Medina, Nueces,
Terry, Uvalde, Webb, Williamson, and Zavala; Israel Ybanez
purchased the Lamesa Farm Workers Community in 1980. Ybanez
renamed the community Los Ybanez in honor of his family,
which had aided in the purchase. Ybanez and his wife, Mary,
planned to provide low income housing for impoverished
families. In 1983, the city of Los Ybanez contained an
official population of 300 residents, predominately
Hispanic. Big Spring Herald, May 8, 1983, Section A, pp.
1-2.
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anything in Brooklyn . . . the Philadelphia Zoo is a saner
place to live."

Each two-room unit had a bare concrete

floor, a refrigerator and a hot plate.

Federally funded

labor camps, of course, did not have a monopoly on poor
housing conditions .^^
Labor camps in Brownfield, Hereford, Lubbock, and other
towns became important stops for migrant families coming to
Northwest Texas even though they did not receive federal
aid.

At Hereford by 1941 because of substantial growth in

truck gardening, especially potatoes and onions, a group of
county residents organized in an effort to obtain a camp.
Still, Clay L. Cochran, Assistant Labor Relations Adviser,
felt the city of Hereford expressed more interest in the
labor the camp would attract than in the improvement of
living conditions,
Cochran wrote the following about the labor camp
request in a letter to C. E. Hazard, the Labor Relations
Representative,
The county group is interested in obtaining
facilities for housing labor for wheat, potatoes
and onions, a season that runs almost continuously
from the middle of June through the middle of
October. I smell a rat in that I think this is

^^Seal, "High Noon in Hereford," Scenic Magazine,
Dallas Morning News, March 9, 1980, pp. 4-12, Texas Rural
Legal Aid began in 1978 and is a federally-funded
corporation which provides free representation to the poor.
Rod Davis, "The Onion Revolt," The Texas Observer (August 8,
1980), pp. 7-8.
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more of an attempt to attract labor than an
expression of any genuine interest in the
conditions under which they are forced to live.^^
The Farm Security Administration turned down Hereford's
request.

Hereford found other alternatives;

by 1948 a

prisoner of war internment camp, initially built during
World War II, became the labor camp.

The camp, comprised of

barracks that had been torn off their concrete pilings and
moved to the outskirts of Hereford, housed as many as twenty
migrants to a building and could accommodate as many as one
thousand people.

The camp embraced a six- to seven-block

area, lined with unpaved streets.

Some lucky families lived

in "wooden or slab houses" found throughout the camp.

Many

of these houses had small fenced yards.
In 1957 the Diocese moved the original St. Anthony's
Church building, once the old Deaf Smith County courthouse,
to the camp to become St. Joseph's Mission.

Thereafter

throughout the migrant circuit the camp became known as San
Jose.

As late as 1979 San Jose had no "city water, city

^^Lucia M. Ruiz to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
August 21, 1989 at Muleshoe, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Roberto Ruiz to
Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, August 21, 1989 at Muleshoe,
Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock,
Texas; E. B. Posey, Secretary of the Hereford Chamber of
Commerce, Hereford, Texas to Wilson Cowen, FSA Regional
Director, August 22, 1941; Clay L. Cochran to C. E. Hazard,
Labor Relations Representative, August 28, 1941; Cowen,
Regional Director to Posey, August 28, 1941;
F. A. Wells, District Supervisor, Texas State Employment
Service to Cochran, December 9, 1941, 20626, Farmers Home
Administration, Record Group 96, Entry 106, Folder 028 on
Migratory Labor, Records of the Resettlement Division.
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sewage, city electricity and the camp's only water came from
a polluted well."

Finally in 1980 the camp received a

Housing and Urban Development grant to solve the water
problem. ^^
At Lubbock, as in many of the area towns, housing had
become a concern for the federal Farm Placement Service as
early as October of 1941.

Although no details were given,

opposition to a camp existed among Lubbock residents, and
the Farm Security Administration withheld any commitments.
The Community Planning Council collected information on the
available housing for migrants in Lubbock and the
surrounding area.

Migrant workers lived in housing offered

by farmers and ginners, or secured their own housing.

Free

temporary housing for no longer than three days could be
obtained at the Migrant Center while securing work.

The

building contained twenty-seven rooms with no heat or stoves

11

"'"'In 1942 as a result of the surprise attack on Pearl
Harbor by Japan more than 110,000 Japanese Americans became
victims of nativist attitudes and suffered internment in
relocation centers. These centers could be found in
Arkansas, Wyoming, Arizona, Utah, California and Texas.
Mark Seal, "High Noon in Hereford," Scenic Magazine, March
9, 1980, pp. 4-12, Dallas Morning News; Davis, "The Onion
Revolt," The Texas Observer, August 8, 1980, pp. 1-7; Jane
A. Grandolfo, "Migrant Housing Comes to Hereford," The Texas
Observer, November 20, 1987, pp, 14-15; West Texas Register.
1936-1961 (Amarillo; Diocese of Amarillo, 1961), pp. 3888839; Trini Gamez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July 28,
1989 at Plainview, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Cecilia Garza to Yolanda Romero,
Oral interview, July 28, 1989 at Plainview, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas,
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and two bathrooms for the entire center.^*
County of Lubbock owned the building.

The City and

The Council found

clearly unacceptable sanitary conditions at the two gin
camps located within the city.

These same unsanitary

conditions existed in those camps found outside the city of
Lubbock, ^^
Lubbock and Hereford did not contain the only poor
housing.

In the early 1940s the Brownfield labor camp

consisted of one galvanized iron building with four rooms,
two pit-type toilets and a cold water shower bath with city
water available for washing clothes.

Migrant workers could

attend a Baptist "Latin-American Church" and one of the
three theaters presented films in Spanish on Friday nights
and Saturday afternoons.

All stores and filling stations

welcomed migrants and a few of the cafes in Brownfield
served Mexican Americans.

Migrants also had fuel available
ig

to them for heating and cooking.^"
Late in 1941, the Farm Security Administration favored
a labor camp in Brownfield because of the existing living

^^Clay L. Cochran to C. E. Hazard, October 22, 1941; F.
A. Wells, TSES to Cochran FSA, December 9, 1941, 20626,
Farmers Home Administration, Record Group 96, Entry 106,
Folder 028 on Migratory Labor, Records of the Resettlement
Division.
^^Community Planning Council, Lubbock, Texas, Report of
the Committee on Migrant Workers (October 1959), Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University.
^^Texas Extension Service, Reception Centers for
Migratory Farm Workers, pp. 7 7-78.
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conditions for Mexican Americans in the town.

A Farm

Security Administration official commented that "next to
Lubbock, this town has the worst slum area in Region XII."
Mexican Americans lived on the banks of arroyos, or small
streams, in tar paper and tin shacks.
even lived in an old livery stable.

A group of Mexicans

Farm Security

Administration officials believed the secretary of the City
Board of Development had fallen prey to pressure from real
estate groups causing the board to offer housing to migrants
only in a specific area of the city.^^
Throughout the 1940s Northwest Texas began to
experience a major growth in the Mexican American population
that continued into the following decades.

Living

conditions did not deter the migrants from coming to
Northwest Texas to get better jobs.

As relatives alerted

family members that a living could be made, the Mexican
American community began to grow.

State and federal

agencies like the Texas State Employment Service and the
Farmers Home Administration aided certain communities to
deal with specific housing problems caused by the growing
migrant population.

In Northwest Texas the Lamesa farm

workers labor camp became the first to be built with federal
aid, in 1941.

Earlier housing varied from job to job.

Over

^^Clay L, Cochran to C, E. Hazard, October 22, 1941,
Farmers Home Administration, Record Group 96, Entry 106,
Folder 028 on Migratory Labor, Records of the Resettlement
Division,
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the next twenty years federally-funded labor camps as well
as city, county, and state-funded labor camps often became
run-down establishments.
Migrants continued to have difficulties finding
adequate housing in the rural areas and families often
ventured into towns seeking better living conditions.
various reasons migrants became permanent residents.

For
Many

migrant families found themselves stranded with no vehicle
and by the time they had new transportation the children had
begun to attend school or the father and often the mother
had found permanent work.

Other families left the smaller

farm communities where they had first settled, such as
Meadow, and moved into towns like Lubbock only seventeen
miles away to begin a new life and become a part of an
expanding Hispanic community.

As Mexican Americans began

moving into larger towns, family members searched for ways
to supplement the money made during the summer months.
Everyone who could work looked for jobs.

The youngest boys

and girls often worked shining shoes or selling newspapers.
Many young Mexican American women found employment in other
industries and did not return to the fields.
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CHAPTER IV
WOMEN IN THE WORK FORCE
Historically Mexican American women have been
stereotyped as mere homemakers.

Yet scholars have begun to

document the important role taken by Mexican American women
in the financial success of their families.

Louise Tilly

and Joan Scott demonstrated that the contributions made by
young working women from the eighteenth century to the
twentieth century in England and France became a determining
factor in the financial success of the family.

In a study

which looks at the California food processing industry
between 1930 and 1950, Vicki L. Ruiz also documented the
critical role young women took in the economic security of
minority and immigrant families.

Julia Kirk Blackwelder

maintained that in San Antonio, Texas "Mexican American
women were most likely to be employed as working daughters
. . . a temporary stage that ended with marriage."^

That

pattern appears true of Mexican American women in Northwest
Texas.

These women usually began laboring as children, in

the fields, then as they grew older went to work in other

^Vicki L. Ruiz, Cannery Women, Cannery Lives; Mexican
Women, Unionization, and the California Food Processing
Industry. 1930-1950 (Albuquerque; University of New Mexico
Press, 1987); Julia Kirk Blackwelder, Women of the
Depression; Caste and Culture in San Antonio, 1929-1939
(College Station; Texas A&M University Press, 1984), p. 63;
Louise A. Tilly and Joan W. Scott, Women, Work and Family
(New York and London; Methuen, 1987), pp. 104-120.
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industries.

They found jobs in laundries, packing sheds,

bagging companies, hatcheries and egg corporations.
Most Mexican American women worked first in
agriculture.

On the migrant trail chores often varied

depending on the woman's place in life,

A typical day began

at four o'clock in the morning when the women in the family
made tortillas for breakfast and packed a lunch for the
family.

Women often had to use their ingenuity to cook

their meals depending on the accommodations.

Catarina

Garcia Ovalle remembered that in the early forties women
sometimes found in the fields discs off farm equipment which
could be cleaned and used as griddles.

The coffee pot fit

over the center hole which left the rest of the blade for
the meal.

Sometimes, women built fires in tubs; then the

blade could be placed over the flame.

Catarina cooked many

meals on such blades when her family stopped along the
roadside to rest during the migrant season.

1

During those "rest periods" Catarina, who married at
fifteen and had eleven children, often found herself washing
diapers.

In the winter, she would find a water tank and

break a hole in the ice to get water.

Once the water boiled

she washed the diapers and hung them on mesquites or other
bushes.

The diapers often froze or collected frost.

^Catarina Garcia Ovalle to Yolanda Romero, Oral
interview, July 28, 1988 at Los Ybanez, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
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Catarina also made by hand her children's clothes from flour
sacks.
The age at which children went out to work in the
fields varied from family to family, but usually parents
expected girls by the age of twelve, possibly younger, to
contribute to the family income.

Catarina Ovalle began

working in the fields at age nine in 1937.

Twenty-two years

later life had not changed for young migrant girls, as
evidenced by Connie Ynostrosa Veanueva who in 1959 at age
five began picking potatoes.

Connie's mother, though only

eighteen, had four children at that time and eventually
would have nine children.

All the children went to the

fields, even if they were too young to work.

The day after

school ended for summer the family would leave to work with
her grandparents.
The grandparents had an eighteen wheeler and contracted
ten to fifteen families to work for the season.

From Brady,

where the family lived, they would come to Lamesa, Lubbock,
Dimmitt and then end the season in Hereford.

Connie's

grandmother, in her late forties, walked through the fields
making sure everyone continued to work, while her
grandfather ran errands or sat in the truck.

Connie, the

eldest grandchild, spoke English well and therefore went
along with her grandfather to speak to the farmers.

They

woke at 4:30 A.M., ate breakfast and fixed their lunch; by
5:30 they left for work.

They had bathed the night before
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in a tub filled by the girls with buckets and shared by two
or three siblings at a time.

Because they usually had no

running water where they stayed, filling the tub became a
chore.

In May they worked through the day until late

afternoon, but as the days became hotter workers would break
to rest in the heat of the day and then work till dark.
Connie Veanueva described the "potato belt" both young
and old pickers wore.

The belt, from two to eight inches

wide and worn around the waist, had two strings hanging one
on either side and to the front.

On the end of those two

strings hung a board with two hooks where the costal (burlap
sack) could be attached so that it dropped between a
person's legs and drug behind as the picker leaned forward
and walked the row following behind the tractor.

Pickers

often had band-aids on the tips of their fingers where they
would become raw and sometimes even bleed from digging the
potatoes out of the dirt.

Young pickers often left their

costals somewhere along a row when they became too heavy.
At the end of the day a trip to the grocery store
became routine before cooking supper.

Because women usually

had no refrigerators, they used coolers to store the food
and the family bought meat daily.

The women began cooking

supper late at night and then cleaned up the kitchen or fire
before going to bed.

Other chores such as washing and

sewing received the attention of women late at night or on
days when work could not be found.
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The women sewed by hand,

On the migrant trail families often asked the older
children, regardless of their gender, to deal with the
growers because they were more fluent in English.

Connie

Ynostrosa Veanueva assumed that role at a young age.

She

kept the family ledgers, listing the number of rows, sacks,
baskets or cans worked or filled by the family; then at the
end of the week Connie made sure her grandfather received
the proper payment in cash.

Connie's father had left when

she was nine years old.
Like many young women who worked the fields and then
looked for better employment, Connie Veanueva began working
at Kentucky Fried Chicken while still in school.

Once she

found that job in 1967, Connie never again went to work in
the fields and after graduating from school went on to
become a registered nurse.
At different times, to make ends meet, Connie's mother
worked in a nursing home as an aide, in a cafeteria as
kitchen help, in a factory as seamstress, and in a meat
processing plant.

She also continued to take her family to

work the fields in the summers and then worked wherever she
could in the winter months.

Connie and her brothers and

sisters also picked cotton after school.

In 1971 the family

quit the migrant trail and settled in Lubbock."'

^Connie Ynostrosa Veanueva to Yolanda Romero, Oral
interview, June 17, 1990 at Irving, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; see
Appendix G.
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The years from 1940 to 1970 witnessed a transformation
in the economy of Northwest Texas.

In the 1940s because of

world politics every aspect of agricultural industries began
to thrive.

At the same time mechanization and the Bracero

Program threatened the livelihood of Mexican American
workers.

By the late 1960s young Hispanic women could still

be found in the fields but many more looked for employment
in the new industries which had developed in Northwest
Texas,
Mary Luna, Mary Lou Sanchez and Elvia Ochoa Alvarez are
examples of young women who found work in other industries.
Mary Luna lived in San Saba, Texas before coming to Lubbock.
She came from a family of eight boys and seven girls.

Her

father had worked as a security guard in Mexico but after
bringing the family to El Paso began working the fields near
San Saba.

When Mary's marriage did not work out she began

working as a domestic for the owner of Texas Floral in
Lampasas.

She worked for Texas Floral for twenty-two years.

When her daughter married and moved to Lubbock to open a
florist shop, Mary came with the newlyweds.

They built her

a servants' quarters in the back of the impressive two story
home on 20th street in Lubbock where she lived with her two
children and worked until Mary married in her early sixties.
Like Mary Luna, Mary Lou Sanchez worked as a domestic.
Before becoming a maid, she had immigrated with her mother
from Mexico, worked in the fields as a girl and then later
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in maintenance at a Lubbock hospital before working for a
brief period at Clary Poultry.

Mary Lou, who had not

attended school past the first grade, went to night school
and reached the eighth grade level.

After working as a

domestic, Mary Lou never looked for other types of work and
until she married at eighteen gave her earnings to her
mother.
Unlike Mary Luna, Mary Lou Sanchez and other Mexican
American women, Elvia Ochoa Alvarez found work in a white
collar occupation.

Born in Dolores, Texas in 1935 she moved

to Lubbock in 1949 where she attended school and lived with
her aunt and uncle who sold insurance.

In the summers she

traveled with her aunt and uncle who sold insurance to
migrants.

While her aunt and uncle sold insurance Elvia

worked in fields in Grand Rapids, Michigan and later at a
candy factory in Chicago.

In 1954 at the age of nineteen

Elvia went to Dallas where she passed her certification test
to sell insurance in Spanish.

She sold insurance for two

years until she married Justo Alvarez and eventually
returned to Mexico, his homeland.

Before she married,

Elvia's wages went to her aunt and uncle who sent some of
her earnings to her family in Mexico and kept the rest to
pay for Elvia's expenses,^
^Mary Luna to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview. May 1,
1992 at North Richland Hills, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Mary Lou Sanchez to
Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, January 12, 1987 at Lubbock
Texas, Southwest collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock,
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A case study of a Lubbock business that existed from
the 1930s to the 1960s helps to clarify the role of Mexican
American women in Northwest Texas in aiding their families.
Clary Poultry became one of the many egg corporations in the
region.

The women who worked at Clary Poultry are

representative of the thousands of women who worked
seasonally in the packing sheds and other businesses of area
towns such as Muleshoe, Dimmitt, Hereford, and Plainview.
The Great Crash in 1929 followed by the Dust Bowl years
caused West Texans on the South Plains from Sudan to Post to
diversify by turning to the poultry industry and opening
hatcheries.

At Sudan in 1929 the Weinhold Hatchery produced

52,000 eggs, while the Plains Electric Hatchery in
Littlefield reported it would increase production to 90,000
eggs.

The Levelland Electric Hatchery doubled its

production to 32,000 eggs,
Post had one by 1929.

Slaton had two hatcheries and

Lubbock's Feed and Hatchery became

the largest in the area with a production of 141,000 eggs.^
Between 1930 and 1940 the poultry business in Texas
doubled.

The state ranked low in the production of chickens

but ranked high in the sale of poultry products.

In 1934

Texas produced eggs valued at $15,590,638; by 1938 the value

Texas; Elvia Ochoa to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, August
28, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas.
^Lubbock Avalanche Journal, Lubbock, Texas, December
17, 31, 1929,
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had grown to $21,920,000,

By 1942 government agencies made

large buys of dairy products to meet lend-lease
requirements,

American farmers turned to buying chicks from

commercial hatcheries instead of hatching them on their own
so that, by 1943, 84 percent of the chicks came from
hatcheries.

Egg consumption also went up from 1942. The

hatcheries and processing plants of West Texas offered work
selecting, separating, or packing eggs.^
Clary Poultry, owned by Arthur Clary, started in
Plainview during 1933,

Clary, a native of Paducah, moved

his operation to Lubbock in 1942,

By the time Clary sold

out to the Ralston Purina Company in 1962, Clary Poultry and
Egg Inc. had achieved a value in "excess of one million
dollars."

The sale included a broiler and egg processing

plant, broiler, layer and turkey breeder, productions
operations and a hatchery.

By the time of the sale the

broiler processing plant had a capacity of roughly 70,000
birds per week, while the egg processing plant produced
about 3,500 cases per week.

Property in Lubbock, as well as

147 acres of land northwest of the city, and property in
Tulia and Plainview also exchanged hands as did contracts
Clary had with independent growers in Dawson, Dickens and

"Farm Placement Service and Texas State Employment
Service, Origins and Problems of Texas Migratory Farm Labor
(Austin; Texas Unemployment Compensation Commission, 1940),
pp, 4-5; United States Department of Agriculture, Report of
the Secretary of Agriculture, 1943 (Washington, 1944), pp.
148-151; Progressive Farmer 58, No. 12 (December 1943): 43.
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Lynn Counties.

Clary Poultry employed at least 110 people

at any given time, although women workers remembered that
during peak season as many as two hundred worked on the two
bands that traveled parallel to each other carrying the eggs
past the standing workers.^
Most of the young Mexican American women who worked at
Clary in Lubbock had begun to take part in supporting their
families at an early age when they joined their families in
the cotton and vegetable fields of West Texas.

Even if the

families remained in town, they expected to go to work in
the fields during the summer months.

They made arrangements

with the neighborhood contractor, who usually owned a truck,
to pick up the children between five and six in the morning
and take them to hoe.

The girls wore long sleeve shirts,

jeans and a garsole.

Women in the family made the garsole.

a sunbonnet, from cardboard and material.

Girls worked long
0

hard hours in the sun, Monday through Saturday."
^Avalanche Journal, Lubbock, Texas, April 4, 1962. In
1986 Ralston Purina ended the business partnership and
Purina Mills Inc. acquired the poultry industry. Linda
Stephens to Yolanda Romero, August 20, 1990, phone interview
with Ralston in St. Louis, Missouri, notes in possession of
author; Belen Velasquez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
April 19, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Feliz Todd Hernandez
to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, August 7, 1989 at
Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University,
Lubbock, Texas.
^Belen Velasquez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
April 19, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Doah Barela to
Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, June 13, 1985 at Lubbock,
Texas; see Appendix G.
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Belen Velasquez as a young girl of twelve woke at 4:00
a,m, to work in the limpia (hoeing weeds) for ten hours a
day.

After working in the fields Belen then worked for a

short time at a laundry until at the age of seventeen she
went to Clary, where she worked for three years until
marriage.

She left the laundry because Clary offered a

better job away from the hot and stuffy working conditions.
At Clary, Belen cracked the shells and separated the yolk
from the white when the eggs came past her on the wide
band.'
Clary employees like Belen Velasquez made fifty cents
an hour in the 1940s, though wages increased somewhat by
1960,

Clary stayed open Monday through Friday from eight to

five or until all the eggs had been processed.

Employees

took a ten minute break in the morning and another in the
afternoon.

Only female workers stood on the band and broke

the egg shell before either separating or placing the egg
whole in containers.

Mexican American women made up at

least 70 percent of women workers,

Male employees at Clary

packed the twenty-five gallon containers on trucks.

The

women remembered one white female supervisor who they called
Glenn and one Mexican American woman supervisor.

None of

the women recalled any problems with discrimination and in
fact had fond memories of Arthur Clary,

'ibid.
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Those memories included the celebration of a good year
when Clary took his employees to Brownwood Lake,

Single

women formed the majority of the employees who went to
Brownwood.

The married women could not go, as that would

not have been considered proper.

The women camped out and

went swimming for three days before returning to Lubbock,
Clary had many parties and picnics for his employees
throughout the years.
In 1942 when Arthur Clary opened the egg processing
plant at 1204 4th Street in Lubbock, a remarkable
development had begun to occur in the Mexican American
population.

The increase of cotton production on the South

Plains had attracted to the area migrant workers many of
whom had become permanent residents of Lubbock.

The year

1941 had initiated a decade of growth in the barrio,

Many

of these newcomers closed up their homes during the summer
to join the trabaios (migrant work) while others went out to
work on the local farms.

By 1950 the barrio had doubled in

size and included the Wayside, Rio Vista and El Hueso (the
bone) additions.^"
In the barrio, families struggled to improve their poor
economic conditions.

To deal with the situation each family

^^Avalanche Journal, Lubbock, Texas, April 1962, p. 10;
Andres Tijerina, History of Mexican Americans in Lubbock
County (Lubbock: Texas Tech Press, 1979), p. 43; Justa Cruz
to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, March 12, 1989 at
Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University,
Lubbock, Texas.
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expected all able members to conlrihute to the family
income.

Louise Tilly and Joan Scott identified a similar

attitude in nineteenth century English and French families
as rooted in the success of the family economic strategy.
Tilly and Scott described the family economic strategy as
"rational calculations" based on the "application of
culturally specific perceptions to the practical subsistence
demands of daily life."^^ Demonstrating the application of
this same strategy, young Mexican American women in Lubbock
contributed to the family wage economy by working in various
capacities.
A closer study of the women who worked at Clary Poultry
and Egg Corporation reveals similarities with women in
Europe, California and San Antonio.

Tilly and Scott point

out that European women earned wages at home even in the
eighteenth century that became a part of the family income.
California and San Antonio women contributed in similar
ways, although they worked outside the home.

Vicki Ruiz saw

similarities between California canneries and the eighteenth
century mills of Lowell, Massachusetts, where "women , . .
helped newcomers make the numerous adjustments called for in
a very new and different setting."
case in Lubbock.

This also became the

Feliz Todd Hernandez with her four sisters

and four brothers worked on their uncle's farm in Lorenzo to

^^Tilly and Scott, Women, Work and Family, pp. 7, 21,
104-171.
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help their father support the family.

When her father died,

Feliz quit school at thirteen and went to work at Lubbock
Laundry,

The older women at the laundry, aware of her age

and need for a job, helped her at work,
nineteen dollars a week.

Feliz earned

At eighteen she went to work at

Clary for four years on the band separating eggs.

After

Clary, Feliz worked at Patterson Bagging for three to four
years until she married.^^
Young Mexican American women at Clary in Lubbock shared
other similar characteristics with their counterparts from
the eighteenth to the twentieth centuries.

Earning wages

did not provide these young women with any special freedoms;
their parents continued to be strict and to keep their
children's earnings.

Another similarity became the

significance of the woman's position in the life cycle.
Most married women remained at home to take care of the
children and household, although there were exceptions. At
Clary, mothers and daughters could be found working together
as did those in England, France, California and San Antonio.
Separation of labor did occur, however, for Belen Velasquez
remarked that most of the elderly women or mothers selected

^^Feliz Todd Hernandez to Yolanda Romero, Oral
interview, August 7, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Ruiz,
Cannery Women, Cannery Lives, p. 32; Tilly and Scott, Women.
Wor_k__and Family, pp. 104-120.
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the eggs and placed them on the bands for separation by the
younger women. ^^
The needs of the family continued to be the most
important.

In the twentieth century young women

increasingly took part in meeting family consumption needs
as members of the family consumer economy.

The family

consumer economy involved purchases of luxury items, in
comparison to the family wage economy that provided
necessities for the family to survive.

For the average

Mexican American family, however, luxuries remained few.

As

the twentieth century progressed, married women began to
work outside the home but families still expected them to
maintain their domestic duties.

Informal networks of

friends and family often aided the working woman primarily
^^Doah Barela to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, June
13, 1985 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Frances Ritz to Yolanda Romero,
Oral interview July 3, 1985 at Meadow, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Mary Lou
Sanchez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, January 12, 1987
at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Justa Cruz to Yolanda Romero,
Oral interview, March 12, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Eliseo
Hernandez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, April 19, 1989
at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Belen Velasquez to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, April 19, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas;
Alfredo Velasquez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, April
19, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Angle Aguilar Todd to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, June 12, 1989 at Slaton, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas;
Feliz Todd Hernandez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
August 7, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
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with the care of her children.

This also had been true of

women in the other European and American societies.^^
Frances Ritz, who had two daughters employed at Clary,
cared for their children on a regular basis.

When mothers

could not help with child care, sisters, cousins,
godparents, or neighbors offered assistance to the working
mothers in the barrios.

Through these networks women not

only acquired child care but arranged for transportation to
and from work, and sometimes even tips on jobs.

Feliz Todd

heard about the job at Clary from the Trejo sisters and
their mother, who were neighbors and had worked with her at
the laundry before moving to Clary.^^
Some differences did exist between the women of Clary
Poultry and those in other countries or areas.

Courtships,

although controlled by the parents, appeared less rigid than
those in England and France, with no dowries required from
brides.

Relationships were spontaneous rather than planned

by parents and often began at church dances during
celebrations.

Belen Velasquez met her future husband at a

Catholic Youth Organization meeting at St. Joseph's Catholic

^*Tilly and Scott, Women, Work and Family, pp. 131-180;
Ruiz, Cannery Women, Cannery Lives, pp. 28-37; Blackwelder,
Women of the Depression, pp. 61-69.
^^Frances Ritz to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July
3, 1985, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University,
Lubbock, Texas; Feliz Todd Hernandez to Yolanda Romero, Oral
interview, August 7, 1989, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas.
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Church.

Her parents set strict guidelines; therefore, she

and her husband corresponded before ever going out and, when
they did, older cousins chaperoned them.

Thus the

courtships resembled those in California that also demanded
chaperons and usually allowed for the planning of at least a
modest church wedding.

Many of the young women eloped and

later married in the church,

Feliz Todd had known her

husband all her life and began dating at a dance; three
months later they eloped and had a civil ceremony.

Two

years later they received the official blessing of the
church.^'
The lack of organization among the workers at Clary
reflected another difference.

Worker organization among

Mexican American women in Lubbock would not come until the
sixties and even then would not be on the same scale as the
movement in California.^'

Throughout the time that Clary

Poultry remained open in Lubbock most of the women worked

^"Belen Velasquez to Yolanda romero. Oral interview,
April 19, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Angle Aguilar Todd to
Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, June 12, 1989 at Slaton,
Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock,
Texas; Feliz Todd Hernandez to Yolanda Romero, Oral
interview, August 7, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Anita
Garcia Lara to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, August 17,
1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Ruiz, Cannery Women. Cannery
Lives, pp. 11-12, 17.
^^In 1968 Lubbock Mexican American garbage collectors
won a strike against the city. Tijerina, History of Mexican
Americans in Lubbock County. Texas, p. 63,
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for three to four years during their teens, then quit
working outside the home once they married or found higher
paying jobs in the bagging companies in town.

Clary

employees regarded the work itself as simple although
tedious and tiring because workers had to stand on their
feet for hours at a time.

One employee did point out that

the floors often became slippery and quite dangerous.^^
A study of the women workers at Clary Poultry leads to
a conclusion similar to the view of Vicki Ruiz, that in
California, "contrary to the stereotype of Spanish-speaking
women tied to the kitchen with several small children most
Mexican American women have been wage earners at some point
in their lives."

In Northwest Texas like California many

Mexican American women made ends meet by earning money at
home through ironing, making and selling tamales or
tortillas, baby-sitting, or sewing.

The Mexican American

community did not expect most married women to work outside
the home except under certain circumstances and even then
motherhood and household chores remained responsibilities.
At Clary Poultry a new and better opportunity existed for
^^Ruiz, Cannery Women. Cannery Lives, pp. 41-103; Angle
Aguilar Todd to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, June 12,
1989 at Slaton, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Justa Cruz to Yolanda Romero,
Oral interview, March 12, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Saundra
Sanchez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, January 13, 1987
at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Mary Lou Sanchez to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, January 12, 1987 at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas
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many of the young Mexican American women living in Lubbock
who needed to contribute to the family wage economy.

Young

Mexican American working women at Clary did not experience
any special liberties as wage earners and family needs
continued to be the priority.

Whether they were young girls

hoeing weeds in the cotton fields, or teenage girls ironing
in the laundries, or young women working in other
industries, most Mexican American women in Lubbock and
elsewhere in Northwest Texas between 1940 and 1970 continued
to be wager earners for the benefit of the family.
usually remained in the work force in some capacity
throughout the course of their lives.^'

^'RUIZ,

Cannery Women, Cannery Lives, p. xviii.
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They

CHAPTER V
ENTREPRENEURS AND PROFESSIONALS
Not all Mexicans and Mexican Americans who came to
Northwest Texas worked as laborers.

A small minority of

Hispanic entrepreneurs followed the wave of workers to earn
extra income from the seasonal earnings of migrants.

Those

Spanish-speaking entrepreneurs provided various necessary
services to the Hispanic population.

Moreover, those

entrepreneurs and professionals became leaders in the
Hispanic community.

Some of those men and women came from

educated backgrounds, others had served in the military,
overseas, while still others had escaped from the Mexican
Revolution and the injustices of an oppressed society.

Many

of the entrepreneurs came with limited education or from
native-born families, but showed the ability to take
advantage of economic opportunities once in Northwest Texas,
Seasonal workers generally spoke little English, often
experiencing difficulties when attempting to communicate
with Anglo Americans along the migrant trail.

The problem

of communication as well as the "no Mexicans allowed" signs
faced by migrant workers compounded the problems on the
migrant trail.

Therefore when migrants knew that they could

enter into an establishment without the fear of being turned
away or asked to go through the back as well as have the
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luxury of a Spanish-speaking attendant, they would frequent
that business.^
Mexican American and Mexican entrepreneurs living in
South Texas recognized early on that, when the workers left
for the season, business suffered from their absence.

A

small handful of innovative and talented men, and their
wives, followed the thousands of workers to Northwest Texas,
Many others came to the Panhandle as fieldworkers, then
realized that supplying a certain service could be very
profitable and opened a business,
Lubbock attracted Hispanic-owned businesses in
Northwest Texas because of its location and size.

The first

Mexican American businesses in Lubbock appeared about
thirteen years after the first Hispanic had settled
permanently in that city.

Anita Garcia Lara remembered that

Juan Montoya had a neighborhood store two houses down from
where she grew up on Avenue M in the barrio during the early
^Andr^s Tijerina, Mexican Americans in Lubbock County
(Lubbock: Texas Tech University, 1979), pp. 21-23, 50; Doah
Barela to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, June 11, 13, 1985
at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Lolano Arilles to Antonio De
Leon, Oral interview, June 21, 1978 at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas;
Mary Lou Sanchez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, January
12, 1987 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Belen Velasquez to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, April 19, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas;
Alfredo Velasquez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, April
19, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Feliz Todd Hernandez to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, August 17, 1989 at Lubbock Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas,
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1920s,

By 1925 the Lubbock City Directory showed two

businesses owned by Mexican Americans, a one-room barber
shop belonging to Julio Flores and a grocery store owned by
the Lucero family.

Hispanics could also trade at Joe

Baldridge's store as well as the Boyd Brothers meat
market.
In the 1940s Dr. Armando Duran came to Lubbock.

At

first Duran and a relative. Dr. Pescatello, would come to
Lubbock and rent an office downtown for the season.
Pescatello eventually stopped coming to Lubbock but Duran
became a permanent resident.

Duran built a lucrative

practice practicing medicine for over forty years to the
Hispanic population.

He rented the same office on 13th

Street for thirty-five years,

Mexicans and Mexican

Americans became aware that a Spanish-speaking doctor
practiced in Lubbock and drove miles to seek out Duran when
they were ill.

1

^Anita Garcia Lara to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
August 17, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Antonio Urtado to
Andres Tijerina, Oral interview, March 26, 1973 at Lubbock,
Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock,
Texas; Abran Flores to Andres Tijerina, Oral interview,
March 28, 1973 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Tijerina, Mexican
Americans in Lubbock County, p, 27,
^Justa Cruz to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, March
12, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Belen Velasquez to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, April 19, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas;
Alfredo Velasquez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, April
19, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
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Duran, who had left Mexico as a political exile, became
a prominent leader in the Mexican American community.

While

still in Mexico, Duran owned a newspaper, "Patria Libre,"
which he used to attack the Mexican government while it
sought to recover from the Mexican Revolution.

In 1925

after his expatriation Duran went first to San Antonio and
then Corpus Christi where he aided in the organization of
League of United Latin American Citizens in 1929.

By 1940

Duran lived in Duval County and after resigning as county
health officer opened offices in San Diego and Robstown.
1955 Duran had moved to Lubbock.

By

He served as president of

Lubbock LULAC Council 263 in 1956 and 1957 and then a year
later became president of the Caprock Lions Club.

In the

1960s Duran helped to establish the Good Neighbor Commission
in Lubbock to assist braceros and received the title of
Civic Leader of America.*

University, Lubbock, Texas; Bidal Aguero to Yolanda Romero,
Oral interview, July 26, 1985 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Telesforo
Lara to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, August 17, 1989 at
Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University,
Lubbock, Texas; Olga Riojas to Yolanda Romero, Oral
interview, July 24, 1985 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas,
*San Diego, Texas, Duval County Facts, March 15, 1940,
p. 1; Lubbock, Texas, El Noticiero, October 10, 1954, p. 1
and June 29, 1956, p. 1 and August 22, 1958, p. 1; Lubbock,
Texas, El Semanario, October 29, 1960, p. 1; Lubbock, Texas,
CMcano_Aaceiit, December 3, 1980, pp. 1, 7; Dr. Armando
Duran reference file. Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University; Chandler Davidson, Race and Class in Texas
Politics (Princeton; Princeton University Press, 1990), pp.
161-166; see Appendix G.
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In the 1940s the Hispanic population continued to grow
as did its needs.

Justa Cruz came to Lubbock with her

husband who first worked in the fields.

After her first

child in 1947 she opened a neighborhood store located at 216
Avenue K.

The business did so well that she expanded on the

same street, to a larger building with a meat counter.
After selling the store Cruz later tried her hand in the
restaurant business.

Cruz's grocery store joined Garcia

Grocery, Cafe Glorieta, Huerta Grocery, Malinche Tortilla
Factory and finally Polanco's Panaderia (bakery) in
competing for business throughout the Hispanic community by
the end of the 1940s.^
La Malinche Tortilla Factory, owned by Eugenic and
Anselma Varela, became one of the most popular and
successful restaurants in Lubbock.

The Varelas came to

Lubbock from Mercedes in the late 1940s, Anselma Varela,
called Tia Chema (Aunt Chema) by barrio residents, had a
beautiful singing voice and often entertained her customers
as well as visiting Mexican and Mexican American celebrities
at the restaurant and became very active in the Mexican
American community.

After becoming a widow Tia Chema

continued her community activities and ran La Malinche until
her death.
W i t a Garcia Lara to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
August 17, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Justa Cruz to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, March 12, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
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Hispanic businesses were not limited to restaurants and
grocery stores.

By 1949 Jorge Moreno, who first repaired

sewing machines, had opened La Feria Record Shop that
catered specifically to Spanish-speaking customers,

Moreno

had been a lieutenant and Air Corps instructor pilot before
leaving the service and coming to Lubbock.

He also became

an active member in LULAC, serving a term as vice-president
of the Lubbock Chapter, and also participated in the Caprock
Lions Club.

Another member of LULAC and the Lions Club,

Gregorio Coronado, also came to Lubbock at this time and
began his legal practice.^
Other entrepreneurs in Northwest Texas joined Coronado,
Duran and Moreno.

In 1946 Felipe M. Garcia and his wife

Bertha came to Northwest Texas to sell insurance to the
migrant farmworkers.

In Lubbock they met Felici and Antonio

Nieves, who also sold insurance.

Coincidentally Bertha and

Felici had been classmates at the Colegio Privado Bernandino
Del Razo and the Colegio Privado Serafin Pena in Nuevo

^Lubbock, El Noticiero, June 29, 1956, p. 1; February
1, 1957, p. 1 and August 22, 1958, p. 1; Lubbock, La Prensa
del Suroeste, January 24, 1960, p, 1-3; Lubbock, El
Semanario, October 29, 1960, p. 1 and July 22, 1960, p, 1;
Tijerina, Mexican Americans in Lubbock County, pp. 46-57;
Agustin Estrada to Andres Tijerina, Oral interview. May 17,
1973 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Jorge Moreno to Andres A,
Tijerina, Oral interview. May 16, 1973 at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas;
see Appendix G.
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Laredo.

The Nieves family returned to South Texas, unable

to adjust to the Lubbock area,^
Garcia had gotten his start in insurance after
immigrating in 1942.

The same year he volunteered for the

army and served in Europe with the 32nd Division.

Bertha

had lived in Laredo with her parents and had given birth to
their daughter while Felipe was overseas.
family moved to San Benito.

On his return the

The Garcias came to Northwest

Texas only seasonally until 1954 when they established an
insurance agency on the corner of Broadway and Avenue F in
Lubbock.
Their decision to rent that particular office space had
been affected by blatant discrimination.

They had been

turned away when inquiring about ads in the Avalanche
Journal for office spaces in the Plains Building located on
Broadway and Avenue L.

For Mexican Americans in Lubbock

County, Andres Tijerina found that "Avenue H downtown had
become the traditional dividing line."

The Garcias shared

the second floor of the modest office building on Avenue F
with Gregorio Coronado, his wife, who had a beauty shop, and
Alicia Abercrombie, who published La Prensa del Suroeste.^
^Bertha Garcia to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview. May
27, 1985 and June 2, 1987 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
^Lubbock, La Prensa del Suroeste, January 24, 1960;
Tijerina, Mexican Americans in Lubbock County, p. 50; Bertha
Garcia to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, June 2, 1987, July
7, 1987 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Felipe M. Garcia to Yolanda
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The Garcias offered an unusual service with almost no
competition.

They followed the seasonal workers for over

forty years to make a living selling insurance.

Bertha and

Felipe worked from their office on Saturdays but went out
during the week to the various labor camps and fields.

Two

agents, Henry Rocha and Cruz Alvarado, sold insurance for
the Garcias.

In the late 1960s when mechanization affected

the migrant population, the Garcias closed down their office
but continued to sell insurance.

Both Felipe and Bertha

sold life and hospitalization insurance to hundreds of farm
workers a year.'
The Garcias provided a service to Spanish-speaking
people that few could offer.

Not only could the Garcias

communicate with the workers and explain something as
difficult as insurance but they came to the camp or field.
Felipe Garcia often sat on large cans or crates while
explaining an insurance policy to a potential buyer.

Year

after year Garcia and his wife traveled, getting to know
generations of farm workers.

Only in the early sixties did

other Spanish-speaking insurance agents such as Froy Salinas
and Lorenzo Sedeno appear in the Lubbock area.

Salinas and

Romero, Oral interview. May 27, 1985 at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
'Bertha Garcia to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July
7, 1987 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Grace Ochoa to Yolanda Romero,
Oral interview. May 29, 1985 and July 16, 1985 at Lubbock,
Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock,
Texas.
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Sedeno both sold insurance primarily to the Mexican American
population living in the city of Lubbock.^^
Despite their status as minorities in their profession,
the Garcias, especially Bertha, won countless awards for
their record sales.

Bertha's successful competition with

Anglo male insurance agents on their own terms proved her
exceptional.

Her role as an insurance agent seemed even

more unusual because it took her away from the traditional
female role in Hispanic society.

Bertha even sold insurance

throughout her pregnancies which caused her to give birth to
her youngest daughter at Sanderson, Texas in 1954.

The

great success of their insurance sales appears most
impressive because a study in 1984 found no insurance among
the Hispanic population and concluded that coverage depended
on income and educational levels.

Yet the typical migrant

worker who bought from the Garcias would be short of both
income and education.^^
^^Froy Salinas Papers, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University; Bertha Garcia to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview.
May 27, 1985, July 7, 1987 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Elvia
Ochoa Alvarez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, August 28,
1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; see Appendix G.
^^Bertha Garcia to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview. May
27, 1985 and July 7, 1987 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Felipe M.
Garcia to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview. May 27, 1985 at
Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University,
Lubbock, Texas; Bertha Garcia Reference File, Southwest
Collection; Felipe M. Garcia Reference File, Southwest
Collection; Pastora San Juan Cafferty and William C.
McCready, eds., Hispanics in the United States; A New
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In 1954 when the Garcias moved to Lubbock, El Noticiero
carried ads for Hispanic-owned businesses.

El Noticiero

began in 1954 and appears to have been the first newspaper
in Northwest Texas published for Spanish-speaking people.
Published by Joe Jimenez and Filemon Jimenez who also
advertised as Notary Public, the paper covered local,
national and international news as well as headlines
Mexico.

from

Examples of businesses advertising in the paper

included various cafes, Martinez Service Station, Lopez
Service Station and Cafe, Rodriguez Laundry and El Capitan
theater.

Publication of El Noticiero seems to have stopped

after 1958.

By 1960 La Prensa del Suroeste published by

Alicia Abercrombie and El Semanario published by A. T.
Medina had begun distribution throughout the Lubbock area.
In the 1970s La Voz de Texas, La Voz de los Llanos, West
Texas Hispanic News, and El Editor appeared in Lubbock.

El

Editor, owned by Bidal Aguero and West Texas Hispanic News
17

owned by Ernesto Barton, have survived into the nineties.^*
Social Agenda (New Brunswick;
159-187; see Appendix G.

Transition Book, 1985), pp.

^^Lubbock, El Noticiero, October 10, 1954-August 22,
1958; Lubbock, La Prensa del Suroeste, 1959-1960; Lubbock,
El Semanario, July 22, 1960-October 29, 1960; Lubbock, La
Voz de Texas, August 11, 1972; Lubbock, El Editor, 1977current, Lubbock, Texas; Ernesto Barton to Andres Tijerina,
Oral interview. May 17, 1973 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Nephtali
De Leon to Andres Tijerina, Oral interview. May 17, 1973 at
Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University,
Lubbock, Texas; Bidal Aguero to Yolanda Romero, Oral
interview, July 26, 1985 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Bidal
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In 1975 enough Mexican American-owned businesses
existed that Bidal Aguero, editor and owner of El Editor,
managed to organize the Mexican American Chamber of
Commerce.

Comerciantes Organizados Mexico Americanos (COMA)

became a corporation under the Texas Non-Profit Corporation
Act with Bidal Aguero, Roy Montelongo and Ismael Hernandez
acting as the Board of Directors.

Comerciantes Organizados

Mexico Americanos met monthly, and approximately fifty
professionals and businessmen attended meetings by March,
1975.

At the March meeting Mario Cadena, President of the

Dallas Mexican American Chamber of Commerce, addressed the
group on the origin and development of his own organization
in Dallas.
Article IV of the COMA charter stated its primary
purpose, organizing Mexican American business persons as
well as expanding opportunities for members of the Hispanic
community to own and operate businesses.

Comerciantes

Organizados Mexico Americanos did not want to limit itself
just to Lubbock but intended to reach out to Mexican
American-owned businesses of the West Texas area.

The

organization sought to develop the entrepreneurial and
management skills for successful investment and operation of
business enterprises by members of the Mexican American
community as well as activities or functions which might
Aguero Papers, 1954-1989, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University; Nephtali De Leon Papers, 1945-1989, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University.
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promote that same participation.

As another one of its

functions COMA obtained or conducted research studies and
analyses, and prepared and published reports concerning any
topic that might be helpful in achieving the objectives of
the organization.

Comerciantes Organizados Mexico

Americanos flourished in its effectiveness as a powerful
tool for the Mexican American community as its membership
grew to 125 members by 1988.^^
Outside of Lubbock, entrepreneurs could be found in the
smaller towns of Northwest Texas.

Of the several Hispanic-

owned restaurants that existed at times throughout the
years, two or three survived into the 1990s.

In Hereford

the Ramirez family opened a tortilleria next to the San Jose
labor camp that continued to distribute tortillas, tamales,
hot sauce and other Mexican dishes to grocers on the entire
South Plains.

In Muleshoe during the 1950s Noe Anzaldua

opened El Jacalito and Aurelio Cuevas opened El San
Francisco, a combination tortilleria and restaurant.

Both

establishments continued to thrive for over thirty years.^*
11

COMA Reference File, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University; Articles of Incorporation of Comerciantes
Organizados Mexico Americanos, Bidal Aguero Papers, 19541989; Bidal Aguero to David Zepeda, Oral interview,
September 7, 1976, tape 1 and 2, Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Lubbock
Avalanche Evening Journal. June 27, 1988, p. A-5.
^*Bertha Garcia to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July
7, 1987 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Trini Gamez to Yolanda Romero,
Oral interview, July 28, 1989, tapes 1, 2, 3 at Plainview,
Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock,
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Muleshoe also became the home of one of the most
wealthy Mexican American entrepreneurs in Northwest Texas,
Roberto Ruiz, who established a packing shed there.
McAllen, Texas in 1926, he grew up in Edinburg.
worked as a fieldhand.

Born in

His father

Ruiz attended school to the eighth

grade when he began working at age fourteen chopping cotton.
He made ten cents an hour and worked eight to ten hours a
day.

At the age of fifteen he began working with his

brothers hauling vegetables from the Valley to the north.
After he married in 1947, he began a business of his own.
He began by buying fields of chile around Edinburg for half
a cent a pound, harvesting and selling it for from ten cents
to as much as twenty cents a pound in San Antonio or Fort
Worth.
Cucumbers provided Ruiz with still another way to make
money.

Ruiz bought number two cucumbers or sometimes other

number two vegetables.

They received the number two label

as surplus vegetables and were sold by sheds at cheap prices
to out of state sheds.
grow.

In this way his business began to

In 1951 he and his family began coming to Muleshoe

during the summer season.

He made a contract with the State

Texas; Robert Ruiz to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, August
21, 1989 at Muleshoe, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas
Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Lucia Ruiz to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, August 21, 1989 at Muleshoe, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas;
Cecilia Garza to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, August 8,
1989 at Plainview, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas.
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Line Farm owned by Anglos to raise cabbage.

In Floydada,

Anglo farmers began growing peppers, tomatoes, and cabbage
for Ruiz.

At that time he hired crews in South Texas to

harvest the crops in Muleshoe, Hereford and Floydada, but
they were responsible for finding their own housing.

In

these early years Ruiz could make as much as three hundred
dollars a day after paying his people.
The Ruiz family in 1961 moved permanently to Muleshoe,
where they rented a shed until they bought one in 1977.
Ruiz carried 137 people on the payroll by 1989, and that
number increased during the various seasons.

Ruiz hired

Felipe Gonzales to take care of the business and the
employees during the family visits to the valley.

By the

late 1980s Ruiz owned the land and grew the vegetables his
employees packed.
good pack.

The Ruiz packing sheds became known for a

He traded with Mexico, and sold to Albertsons,

Alpha Beta, Winn Dixie and Krogers, and Topco stores in the
United States.

His shed in Muleshoe made $50,000 to $60,000

a week by 1989 and Ruiz's wealth grew to well over two
IC

million dollars.'Ruiz and his wife Lucia had five children.

All five

children helped with the business after school and grew up

^^Lucia M. Ruiz to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
August 21, 1989 at Muleshoe, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Robert Ruiz to
Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, August 21, 1989 at Muleshoe,
Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock,
Texas.
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speaking more English than Spanish.

The parents stressed

English in the home so their children would do better in
school.

By 1989, their sons Robert and Richard had their

own sheds in Floydada.

The sons bought from each other if

necessary but operated two separate companies.

Robert, Jr.

and Richard planted their own fields but also bought crops
when necessary to meet orders.

Eddie, the youngest of the

Ruiz sons, continued to work with his father.

Ruiz's

daughters, Linda and Dahlia, lived in Edinburg but their
husbands work with the family business.

The Ruiz children

attended college but none of them had obtained a degree by
1989.
Lucia M. Ruiz, the matriarch of the clan, who was born
in Raymondville, Texas in 1919, proved herself an
exceptional woman.
immigrated in 1925.

Her parents from Nuevo Leon, Mexico
Lucia lost her father in 1943.

attended school to the fourth grade.

She

As a young girl, Lucia

first worked by baby sitting, then later in a hospital.
Lucia began corresponding with Roberto first but did not
meet him until he returned from Hawaii after the Japanese
attack at Pearl Harbor. ^^ They married when Lucia turned
seventeen and Roberto twenty-one.

While their children grew

up and attended school Lucia stayed with them in Edinburg,
but when summer break began the family traveled with Roberto
^^Robert Ruiz had two brothers, Salvador, who was
wounded during World War II, and Zacharias, who was killed
in Okinawa.
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Ruiz.

Until their final move in 1961, they rented a house

in Floydada during the season, but in Hereford they lived at
the Plains Motel.
Lucia continued to take care of everything but the
ironing at home.

In the 1970s she became involved with the

business by filing workers compensation cases.

Lucia also

did other paperwork and bookkeeping for the shed; thus her
husband credited her with the success of the business.^^
Still another type of entrepreneur developed throughout
Northwest Texas to supply entertainment for the Hispanic
population.

Henry Rocha, Fermin Perez, Cruz Alvarado,

Carlos Perez, Pepe Villegas, Willie Acosta and dozens of
other empresarios held dance after dance for the Hispanic
population.

They brought groups like Sonny and the

Sunliners, Little Joe and the Latiniers, Cuco Sanchez,
Shorty and the Corvettes, Flor Sylvestre, Antonio Aguilar
and others to play on Friday and Saturday nights on concrete
platforms under the night sky or in rented dance halls.

In

the late sixties a handful of these "empresarios" or
managers bought dance halls and had dances regularly as the
population began to grow.

The Civic Center in Lubbock, El

Fronteriso on the Tahoka highway outside of Lubbock, La

^'Lucia M. Ruiz to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
August 21, 1989 at Muleshoe, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Roberto Ruiz to
Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, August 21, 1989 at Muleshoe,
Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock,
Texas.
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Fronteriso on the Tahoka highway outside of Lubbock, La
Escondida (The Hideaway), later La Terraza (The Terrace),
on 98th and Quirt and finally the Poor Boy in Ralls are
examples of dance halls.
Bootlegging also became a profitable venture for the
Mexican and Mexican American population until about the
1970s.

Prior to the 1970s, in Lubbock, for example, at

least eight bootleggers conducted business in the Guadalupe
ifl

barrio alone.^°
the people.

Bootleggers also brought their product to

Edward Ochoa, Junior remembered that by the age

of six he peddled pints of "Old Crow whiskey for two fifty"
to dance goers throughout the fifties.
in pockets on the inside of his coat.

He hid the bottles
Ochoa attended dances

at a warehouse on Texas Avenue and later the Latin Center on
Broadway and Avenue F.

He also sold bootlegged whiskey at

the plataforma (platform) in the barrio.

The plataforma and

a little league field became the site of the new Guadalupe
Elementary School in the sixties.
In Lubbock at that time only private clubs served
alcoholic beverages to their members.

It would have been

difficult for most Mexican American laborers to gain
admittance to these private establishments even had they
wanted to join.

Prejudice that led to violence became the

^^The 1970 Tornado that hit on May 11 displaced many of
the residents in the Guadalupe barrio. Three of the
bootleggers working the barrio moved to other areas of
Lubbock because of the tornado.
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bootlegger provided a safe place where persons could either
pick up a beer to take home or stay and drink a beer with
neighborhood friends in the security of the barrio, usually
within walking distance.

A quart of beer cost one dollar at

most bootleggers until the late 1960s.^'
Entrepreneurs not only provided a service to the
Hispanic population but also acted as role models. Dr.
Armando Duran brought his energy to the United States and
helped to make some significant changes by being part of the
organization of LULAC as well as becoming actively involved
in other organizations.

Duran became an inspiration to many

young and old Hispanic men.

His leadership together with

the efforts of numerous community leaders aided in bringing
down "no Mexicans allowed" signs and opened many doors for
Hispanics in Northwest Texas.
Other entrepreneurs and professionals also provided
leadership for the Hispanic people.

For example Anselma

Varela, owner of La Malinche Tortilla Factory, known as La
Tia Chema (Aunt Chema) never lost the love and respect of
the barrio people.

Tia Chema worked to gain more rights for

women in LULAC and also came to be recognized for her

^'Alfredo Albidrez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
January 11, 1987 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Edward Ochoa, Sr. to
Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, January 14, 1987 at Lubbock,
Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock,
Texas; Edward Ochoa, Jr. to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
January 5, 1987 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; see Appendix G.
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generosity and efforts to aid the Guadalupe community.

In

LULAC Tia Chema promoted the involvement of women in club
activities.

Always a generous woman she donated to barrio

causes and often fed the needy without charge as well as
employing many barrio residents.

Much like Tia Chema,

entrepreneur Jose Ramirez, the proprietor of Jose's
Restaurant, became very popular with the Mexican American
community because of his involvement in LULAC.

Ramirez's

decision to leave the Democrats and join the Republican
party in later years damaged his image in the eyes of many
Mexican Americans in the community.

A. T. Medina and Joe

and Filemon Jimenez also became influential to journalists
like Bidal Aguero and Ernesto Barton who began their own
newspapers.

This is especially true of Bidal Aguero, who

began his career working as an apprentice to Medina.
Despite their success some businessmen faced criticism
from other Mexican Americans.

Many of the Hispanic people

who saw Duran believed his prices were high compared to
clinics or hospitals and seldom returned to his office.
Instead they preferred to bypass Duran and go to Lauf
Clinic, Porter Clinic or St. Mary's Hospital where certain
services such as immunizations could be obtained at a
cheaper rate.

Many Mexicans and Mexican Americans grew to

resent Duran.

Duran publicly urged that "the people" needed

to be taught about dress, manners and cleanliness.
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To many

Mexican Americans in the barrio Duran represented the rich,
arrogant hacendado who had been left behind in Mexico.
In Northwest Texas Roberto Ruiz also became the target
of criticism for his treatment of workers.

Roberto and

Lucia Ruiz expressed anger and disillusionment with their
workers who they felt wanted too much.

Lucia Ruiz commented

that they always helped their workers by letting them borrow
money and providing jobs.

Ruiz and his packing sheds in

Edinburg and Muleshoe came to the attention of Texas Rural
Legal Aid in 1980.

Ruiz became only one of many being

pressured by TRLA on behalf of the farm workers.

The

problems of farm workers that escalated into the courts will
be discussed in further detail in Chapter seven.
Early entrepreneurs in the Mexican American community
broke ground for those who followed, overcoming problems to
achieve success.

Many served as role models and leaders

making favorable contributions, as well as working towards
cultural awareness in the community.

Moreover, businessmen

came together in COMA, not only in behalf of the group, but
also to form a network of support for the community as a
whole.

Entrepreneurs and professionals not only offered

services to the Hispanic community but generally hired
Spanish-speaking employees and therefore made it possible
for many to earn a living without a good grasp of English.
Entrepreneurs and professionals gave Spanish-speaking
employees the opportunity to gain experience and skills that
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could lead to other work once they mastered the English
language.

Therefore, although certain entrepreneurs and

professionals developed conflicts with their Spanishspeaking customers or employees, for the most part those men
and women made positive contributions to Northwest Texas.
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CHAPTER VI
FAMILY NEEDS AND SERVICES
Senator Peter Hoyt Dominick of Colorado said, at a
hearing in October, 1969, on migrant health services, that
the movement northward reflected "the old American, free
enterprise, frontier spirit," and indeed it did.^ The
Mexican and Mexican American families who came north to the
High Plains of West Texas sought opportunities.

Many never

planned to stay but circumstances caused those migrants to
believe that they could settle down and make a life in an
area of Texas far from their roots.

Those migrant workers

continued to be seen as outsiders, although they quickly
became an integral part of the Northwest Texas community.
Like other members of the community farm workers required
health services and had other family needs.

Farm workers

became permanent residents but still continued on the
migrant trail or still depended on seasonal farm work which
made it difficult to afford or qualify for health care
regardless of their frontier spirit.
One of the many problems domestic migrant workers and
local seasonal workers encountered resulted from the fact
that often foreign agricultural labor, braceros, received
better protection through legislation than United States
citizens,

Braceros labored under the regulations of Public

^Hearing Reports on Migrant Health Services, 91st
Cong,, 1st sess,, on s, 2660 (Washington, 1969), p, 30
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Law 78, first adopted in 1951, while no such law existed for
domestic workers until 1962 with the Migrant Health Act,
Domestic migrant workers, because of their mobility, usually
did not qualify for benefits, while local seasonal workers
struggled with local agencies over medical and health
services.

Limited command of the English language and

illiteracy made it even more difficult for Hispanics to
solve problems like poor sanitation facilities and to meet
needs for medical and health services,^
The lives of two women exemplify some of the problems,
Senorina Perez came to Lubbock in the mid-1930s with her
husband.

They knew little English.

Their youngest child of

ten months became ill with fever and diarrhea as they
approached the city limits of Lubbock.

In Lubbock, Senorina

took the infant to West Texas Hospital where the child died
while waiting to be seen in the emergency room.

Senorina,

an inexperienced young woman, unable to communicate with the
nurses and doctors, never found out what caused her child's
death or where he was buried in the pauper's section at the
Lubbock Cemetery.

Her own mother had died in 1928 when

Senorina had barely turned twelve.

Senorina's father

refused to let her mother go to the hospital because he
simply did not trust the Anglo doctors.

Senorina believed

^United States Department of Labor, Bulletin No. F-146:
Information Concerning Entry of Mexican Agricultural Workers
into the United States, Public Law 78 (Washington, 1957);
Community Planning Council, Report of the Committee on
Migrant Workers (Lubbock, 1959).
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her mother died of appendicitis,-

Catarina Garcia Ovalle

reflected concerns similar to those of Senorina Perez,
Catarina married at age seventeen in 1945 and eventually
bore eleven children.

The first five she had at home with a

partera (midwife); she gave birth to the others in a
hospital.

Catarina did not speak English and overcame her

fear of hospitals only after five children.

Catarina lost

two of her children; one died at six months of diarrhea and
fever and the other died of complications from the mumps.^
Many Mexicans and Mexican Americans first turned to
curanderas or curanderos when sick,

Hispanics trusted these

healers to rid them of any ailment that might trouble the
sick, in part because curanderas and curanderos spoke
Spanish.

The most traditional method of curing used by

these healers, herbs, remained popular with older Mexican
American people in Northwest Texas,

Yerbas (herbs) could be

bought in any grocery store, flea market or on visits to
Mexico.

Those with empirical knowledge generally handed

down herb medicine.

Although Mexican immigration kept alive

^Senorina Perez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July
8, 1985, tape 1 of 2 at Meadow, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
^Catarina Garcia Ovalle to Yolanda Romero, Oral
interview, July 28, 1988 at Los Ybanez, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Martin
Ovalle to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July 28, 1988 at
Los Ybanez, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas.
110

the use of herbs, young Mexican Americans tended to favor
professional medicine.^
Pete Rodriguez learned about green medicine (herbs)
from his grandmother who practiced curandismo and aided
women as a partera (midwife).

Boiled mesquite, mixed with

tea, stopped coughing as did three drops of kerosene added
to a teaspoon of sugar.

Ruda (rue weed) could be used for

cramps or stomach problems.

Romero (rosemary) when planted

outside the home guaranteed good luck.
(creosote bush) stopped foot odor.

La gobernadora

Boiled Cascara de encino

(bark of black oak) could be used as a gargle for strong
teeth.

The aloe vera plant served to heal burns and skin

problems.

Rodriguez's grandmother continued to practice

healing until her death at the age of one hundred sixteen.Herbs remained less expensive than doctors.

Even if

Mexican Americans could afford to go to the doctor, many
faced difficulty because of the language barrier.

For

Senorina Perez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July
8, 1985, tape 2 of 2 at Meadow, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Pete Rodriguez to
Yolanda Romero, Oral interview. May 30, 1985 and May 31,
1985 tape 2 of 3 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Lisa Ramos to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, July 26, 1985 at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas;
Tomasa Cavazos to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, September
6, 1985 at Kingsville, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas
Tech University, Lubbock, Texas; Justa Cruz to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, March 12, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
^Pete Rodriguez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview. May
31, 1985, tape 2 and 3 of 3 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
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diarrhea or a bad cough, drinking herb tea or taking another
home remedy proved to be the first choice of most Mexican
American people before the 1960s.

Nacimientos (birth

announcements) in the newspapers indicated that Hispanic
women had children at Lauf Clinic, Porter Clinic and West
Texas Hospital in Lubbock.

Even when covered by medical

insurance, Mexican Americans preferred not to deal with
Anglo American medical staffs until it became absolutely
7

necessary.'
Hispanic people with medical problems in Northwest
Texas found a friend in Reverend R. A. Gerken, the first
Bishop of the Amarillo Catholic Diocese.

With the help of

the Catholic Extension Society, Bishop Gerken opened a
clinic during the early 1930s in Amarillo staffed with the
Sisters of Mercy.

At that time Father Cesario Gutierrez

also came to the Diocese to work with the Mexican Catholics.
The Catholic Church Extension Society, founded in 1905 at
Chicago, Illinois, became committed to assisting the needy.

El Noticieiro (Lubbock), October 10, 1954; June 29,
1956; February 1, 1957; August 22, 1958; Gilbert Herrera to
Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July 22, 1985 at Lubbock,
Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock,
Texas; Doah Barela to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, June
13, 1985 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Justa Cruz to Yolanda Romero,
Oral interview, March 12, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
112

Between 1905 and 1955 the Extension Society donated
$427,994,60 to the Amarillo Diocese.^
Bishop Gerken began a broader Catholic Charities in
1932 which became associated with the Community Chest in
Amarillo.

The programs provided relief for the "depression

and dust bowl victims" and then grew to include unwed
mothers, economic assistance to schools, counseling, child
placement, as well as "material and referral assistance for
legal, economic or spiritual problems."

Throughout 1931 and

1932 St, Anthony's Hospital in Amarillo averaged feeding
forty people a day.

In 1935 the Catholic Welfare Bureau

began with a board of twenty-one members appointed by the
Bishop.

The Bureau opened a baby clinic, a tuberculosis

clinic, and later a dental clinic.

Members of the medical

and nursing profession of Amarillo volunteered their time to
the clinics.
Unfortunately Catholic Charities often suffered for
lack of funds from the Community Chest,

In 1950 the

Community Chest completely excluded Catholic Charities from
its budget.

The "inconsistencies in policy and practice" of

the Community Chest throughout the years were the reasons
given by Bishop Laurence J. Fitzsimon for the problems
between the two agencies.

Then in 1956 the Catholic

Charities finally broke with the Community Chest over

W s t Texas Register (Amarillo;
1956), pp. 18, 98.
113

Amarillo Diocese,

membership policies.

The separation came when the Amarillo

Community Chest decided to "make it a condition of
membership that each associate be non-sectarian."

Yet the

YMCA and the Salvation Army remained members of the
Community Chest.

From that time on Catholic Charities

worked with other Catholic organizations to aid the growing
Spanish-speaking population in the Diocese.

Father Antonio

Rodriguez in 1959 became the first priest appointed as
director of Catholic Charities.

That same year Catholic

Charities grew to include the Lubbock area with the Catholic
Welfare Bureau as well as the opening of St. Mary of the
Plains Hospital.

In 1966 the Catholic Charities had grown

so that reorganization and licensing became necessary.

The

agency became Catholic Family Services, a licensed, nonprofit association.

q

In the 1960s the Catholic clergy supported the
organization of Citizens for Social Justice.

Father Pat

Hoffman and Father Jerome Vitek used the CSJ to promote
better conditions and integration of schools.

Following the

example of the CSJ, in 1969 the Social Action Service
instituted by the Diocese of Amarillo opened in Lubbock with
Sister Regina Foppe acting as director.

The Social Action

Service concerned itself with nutrition, housing, medical

'west Texas Catholic (Amarillo; Amarillo Diocese,
1976), pp. 114-116; "Historical Accounts of the Diocese of
Amarillo," 84/1983/7, 136/1983/1, Amarillo Diocese Archives,
Amarillo, Texas.
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care and the schooling of low-income families throughout the
Diocese.

The Diocese extended its program to include all

needy people and coordinated health programs in the Migrant
Child Development Centers of Hereford, Plainview, and
Lubbock.

After being recruited by Father Raymond Gillis,

Dr. Lena Edwards left a professorship at Howard University
and personally funded a maternity hospital at San Jose
Mission next to the labor camp in Hereford.

Still, church

officials believed programs would have been more successful
if not for the "scattered condition of Catholics making the
task of caring for them almost impossible."

Father Emelio

Abeyta maintained lack of funds also plagued the
programs. ^"
Mexican Americans did attempt to improve their family
situation through their own resources.

Bertha and Felipe

Garcia, who opened an insurance agency in Lubbock, Texas
1954, found that most Mexican Americans comprehended the
benefit of protection although few understood exactly how
insurance worked for the insured.

Even after buying

coverage and understanding the mechanics of insurance, many
customers admitted to the Garcias that they shied away from
the possibility of being refused service in an emergency.
Their Spanish-speaking customers also felt intimidated by

^'^West Texas Catholic (Amarillo; Amarillo Diocese,
1976), pp. 27, 55, 77, 95, 97, 116; West Texas Register
(Amarillo; Amarillo Diocese, 1961), pp, 38-39; Lubbock, La
Voz de Texas, August 11, 1972, p. 1.
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the medical forms written in English.

Only after much

coaching by the Garcias did some of the most shy people use
the insurance.
As the years progressed, Mexican Americans did begin to
use the insurance and continued to buy it for protection.
The destruction of early insurance records of the Garcia
agency makes it difficult to estimate how many Mexican
Americans bought insurance.

However, both agents won

trophies for first and second place for sales of insurance
throughout their careers.

The Garcias and later other

insurance salesmen made a steady living by selling insurance
to the Hispanic population.

The Mexican American people

seem to have understood the necessity of protecting
themselves against possible tragedy,^^
Government officials began to recognize the health
problems Hispanics experienced because of their employment
situation.

In 1962, with the passing of the Migrant Health

Act, agencies established health clinics to provide services
for the farmworker population.

The United States Department

of Health, Education and Welfare funded the migrant health
services that had to be sponsored by a non-profit
organization, a local county health department or a family
agency in Texas.

For example, in 1969, the Plainview Hale

^^Bertha Garcia to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview. May
27, 1985 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; Felipe Garcia to Yolanda Romero,
Oral interview. May 17, 1985 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.
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County Health Unit received $64,705 for the Migrant Health
Program.

In 1968 the program had received $70,725 for

services that included inoculations, medical examinations,
maternity clinics, health education clinics and home nursing
visitations.

By 1977 the Migrant Health Program had

expanded to include fifteen individual migrant projects.
Government officials realized that those problems of migrant
and seasonal farmworkers had to be approached in several
different ways.^^
An emphasis on education became the first step.

By

1962 Congress began to consider bills on job retraining.
One bill, s. 1124, provided for "financial assistance to the
states to improve educational opportunities for migrant
agricultural employees and their children."

A closer

estimate of the migrant and seasonal farmworkers became
necessary in order to administer the proper assistance.
Through newspapers, such as the Abernathy Weekly Review,
school census officials in 1962 called on local farmers to
aid in identifying "six year old Latin American children
living on their farms."

Despite these efforts, an accurate

count of the migrant and seasonal farmworkers statewide and
11

by county developed in Texas only m 1976.'"'
^^Governor's Office on Migrant Affairs, Farmworker
Programs in Texas (Austin, 1977), pp. 31-34; Abernathy
Review Weekly, December 26, 1968, p, 1,
^^Abernathy Weekly Review, January 18, 1962; Lubbock
Avalanche Journal, December 20, 1965, pp. 1, 10; Hearing
Reports on Health Clinics for Migratory Farmworkers. 87th
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In 1974 an executive order established the Governor's
Office of Migrant Affairs (GOMA) to coordinate all federal,
state and local agencies serving the migrant and seasonal
farmworker population in Texas,

Partial funding for GOMA

came from the United States Department of Labor with the
balance covered by the state.

The Governor's Office of

Migrant Affairs began to offer programs in migrant
employment and training, migrant school attrition
prevention, emergency food and medical services for
migrants, as well as a migrant adult bachelor degree program
that involved relocation of whole families.
In 1975 during the Dolph Briscoe administration GOMA
instituted the first and most extensive investigation of
migrant and seasonal farmworkers in Texas.

The study sought

to supply an exact number for that population.

The research

determined the extent of efforts by social service agencies,
especially those delivering services under provisions of the
federal 1973 Comprehensive Employment and Training Act
(CETA), Titles I, II, III, and IV manpower program services.
Comprehensive Employment and Training Act Title I
funded job recruitment and placement services as well as
counseling and orientation programs for migrant and seasonal
farmworkers.

Supportive services such as transportation and

day care also could be obtained by enrollees.

Comprehensive

Cong., 2nd sess., s. 1124 (Washington, 1962); Office of the
Governor on Migrant Affairs, Migrant and Seasonal
Farmworkers in Texas (Austin, 1976),
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Employment and Training Act Title II provided for monetary
concessions for the unemployed and underemployed.
Comprehensive Employment and Training Act Title III served
specific groups as in the case of section 304, which allowed
for ten forty-hour weeks of temporary work for persons 14 to
21 with non-profit and public agencies.

Comprehensive

Employment and Training Act Title IV sponsored emergency
jobs to non-profit organizations using manpower program
services.

West Texas Opportunities, Inc. in Lamesa, Llano

Estacado Farmworkers de Tejas in Lubbock, Panhandle
Community action Corporation in Amarillo, and Chicanes
Unidos-Campesinos in Muleshoe executed the CETA programs in
Northwest Texas.
The activities of Chicanes Unidos-Campesinos, a nonprofit organization created in 1971, provide a better
understanding of CETA programs.

All twenty-three Mexican

Americans who formed its Board of Directors represented lowincome status, thirteen were farmworkers, the other ten exfarmworkers.

The Board had exclusive responsibility for

hiring and for the implementation and evaluation of any
project or program.

An auxiliary staff of seven came from

the Mexican American Special Mobilization Project,
Neighborhood Youth Corps, and Law Students Civil Rights
Research Council,

The organization serviced Bailey, Castro,

Cochran, Deaf Smith, Lamb, and Parmer counties.

Its

administrative duties included short-range social and
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emergency services, legal and economic development, housing
and planning family routes.

Specific programs implemented

by the Chicanes Unidos-Campesinos included a cooperative
grocery center and medical referral assistance.
funding formed the major problem.

Lack of

These CETA programs faced

lack of funding because of the population fluctuation and
the difficulty of obtaining an accurate count of the
farmworker populat ion. ^*
Information on the demographic characteristics of
migrant and seasonal farmworker households became available
through the 1975 GOMA survey.

Approximately 85,600 migrant

and seasonal farmworker households existed in Texas.
Migrant households included 375,000 persons, while 120,000
persons resided in seasonal farmworker households.

The

study found that Mexicans and Mexican Americans formed 95
percent of migrant and seasonal farmworkers.

Of the 95

percent, 72 percent were Mexican Americans,

The research

also discovered that only 52 percent of eligible migrant and
seasonal farmworker households used social services.
Participation in specific programs ranged from 4 to 21
percent (Table 2).

The transient character of the

population, the language barrier and lack of knowledge about

^^"Qualification Statement," Title III, Section 303,
Chicanes Unidos-Campesinos, Muleshoe, Texas filed November
8, 1971 in the Office of the Secretary of State of Texas,
Bill Kimbrough, Deputy Director, Corporation Division,
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Table 2
Social Service Agency Usage
by Sample Households'^

Agency

Percent

Food Stamp Program

21

Department of Public Welfare

18

Texas Employment Commission

17

Medical Service Centers

10

School Free Lunch Program

8

Social Security Administration

8

Community Action Agencies

5

Miscellaneous County-City Programs

5

Legal Aid

^

Manpower Programs

4

'^Chart Reproduced from Governor's Office of Migrant
Affairs, Farmworkers Programs in Texas, p. 148.
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the existence of the programs probably affected overall
participation.'^
Government agencies made many of these services
available to the Hispanic population in Northwest Texas
beginning in the 1960s.

As amended in 1966, Title I of the

Elementary and Secondary Education Act specifically included
the five- to seventeen-year-eld children of migrant
farmworkers.

Once the families of these children settled in

one place, eligibility in the program continued for five
years.

Educational activities initiated in the Migrant

Education program included language, arts, reading,
mathematics, social studies, science, physical education,
health instruction, counseling, field trips, and recreation.
The program placed special emphasis en the migrant child's
social growth, positive self-concept, group interaction and
in the secondary schools, vocational orientation.

In 1969

the Abernathy Weekly Review ran an article informing the
public of a Bilingual Program.

The program targeted the

Mexican American population but also accepted Anglo
children.

A major aspect of the program aimed at raising

'^Office of the Governor on Migrant Affairs, Migrant
and Seasonal Farmworkers in Texas; Governor's Office of
Migrant Affairs, Farmworker Programs in Texas; Lubbock
Avalanche Journal, January 25, 1978, p. 8.
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the self-esteem of Mexican American children by teaching
Mexican American culture and history.'^
Doah Barela, a migrant for most of her young life,
remembered attending migrant schools.

Doah's family lived

in Lubbock, but traveled outside the state to work.

She

never had to attend migrant schools in Texas but did attend
migrant schools in Colorado, Idaho, and Ohio.

She most

vividly recalled the Chinese migrants in migrant school.
Barela quit school in the eighth grade but took advantage of
federal and state aid to receive her license in
cosmetology.'
Beginning in 1966, all records of Texas migrant project
schools went to the Migrant Student Record Transfer System
where records were stored and were available to allow for
more continuity in the student's education.

Besides the

main MSRTS records office. Education Service Centers on
Migrant Education for Region XVII existed in Lubbock,
Muleshoe, Dimmitt, Lamesa, Hereford, Abernathy, Hale Center,
and Plainview and served Northwest Texas.

The main terminal

for the state of Texas operated in Richardson, Texas and the
main terminal for the nation existed in Little Rock,
Arkansas.
17

Governor's Office of Migrant Affairs, Farmworker
Programs in Texas, pp. 8-21; Abernathy Weekly Review. July
24, 1969, p, 1,
'°Doah Barela to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, June
11, 1985 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas.
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still another program. Planned Parenthood, funded by
the United States Department of Health, Education and
Welfare as well as various federal grants, served sixty-nine
counties in Texas by the mid-1960s.

The Planned Parenthood

agency in Lubbock, one of sixteen in the state, also served
persons in surrounding counties.

Planned Parenthood made

available family planning services such as physical
examinations, pregnancy testing, counseling and clinical
testing.

Educational programs offered patient recruitment

and follow-up, literature and audio visual materials, and
speakers for community and civic groups.

The clinic staff

consisted of physicians, registered nurses, licensed
vocational nurses, counselors, and an outreach worker.

A

sliding scale decided fees, although Title XX of the United
States Department of Health, Education and Welfare covered
low-income patients.'19
By 1977 another form of aid became available for
migrant and seasonal farmworkers through the Maternal and
Child Health program of the Texas Department of Health.

The

Women, Infants and Children Project extended benefits to
children up to five years of age, and to women for a period
of six months postpartum as well as women engaged in breast
feeding an infant from birth to one year.

The WIC program

provided regular milk, cereal, fruit juice, eggs, and other

"Governor's Office of Migrant Affairs, Farmworker
Programs in Texas, pp. 82-84.
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products.

The project directors took into account medical

and nutritional objectives together with cultural eating
patterns.

The South Plains Health Provider Organization in

Plainview, the South Plains Community Action Association in
Levelland, and the Lubbock Well Baby Clinic all served
Northwest Texas.

The United States Department of

Agriculture remained solely responsible for funding the WIC
Project.
Migrant and seasonal farmworkers also depended on the
Texas State Department of Human Resources,

The TSDHR

received funding from the state of Texas, the United States
Department of Health, Education and Welfare, and the United
States Department of Agriculture,

In Texas the County Human

Resource Departments managed the Federal Food Stamp Program,
County responsibilities included verifying client
domicility, income, assets, number of dependents, household
status as well as counseling.

Apparently in its early years

a problem existed over the employment of the program because
La Voz de Texas in Lubbock informed its Spanish readers in
1972 that Project Find funded by the federal government had
be^n established to discover eligible recipients for food
stamp distribution.

A single person could not make over

$178 a month, while a couple could not make over $233 a
month.

A single person making $20 or less a month received

free food stamps worth $36 at a grocery store.

Otherwif^e, a

single person could purchase food stamps valued at $36 fo^
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$26, while a couple could buy $64 worth of food stamps for
$44,

Three people with an income of $307 or less could pay

$64 for $74 in food stamps.

To receive food stamps, persons

had to prove they lived in the community and offer evidence
of their incomes, assets, number of dependents, and
household status.

Once eligibility had been proven, they

could purchase stamps at the city or county food stamp
offices located in the county welfare departments.^"
The Texas State Department of Human Resources
administered other social services.

Those services included

assistance in using training and employment programs,
meeting educational and housing needs, and counseling for
family planning, home management, and transportation.

The

agency also furnished children with medical and dental
screening, diagnosis and treatment.

Day care services

became available for children of parents actively involved
in vocational training or vocational rehabilitation.
Medical services also became accessible by the late
seventies through Texas State Department of Human Resources
programs.

MEDICAID or Title XIX of the Social Security act

aided in a state administered program of medical assistance.
MEDICAID could be used by anyone who qualified for welfare
in or out of hospitals or nursing homes and other such
^"^Governor' s Office of Migrant Affairs, Farmworker
Programs in Texas, pp. 104-112; La Voz de Texas, Lubbock,
Texas, August 11 and August 25, 1972; Reference File, Bidal
Aguero Papers, 1954-1989, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas.
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facilities regardless of age.

The department processed

claims for prescriptions, nursing home care, institutional
care, limited chiropractic examinations, and family
planning.

Texas State Department of Human Resources offices

functioned at Muleshoe, Dimmitt, Crosbyton, Hereford,
Plainview, Lubbock, Slaton, and Tahoka.^'
The number of Mexican Americans who participated in
these programs is difficult to estimate.

The biggest

problem became the language barrier that created
difficulties for state officials in appraising exactly which
programs had been utilized as well as the status of
farmworker families in Northwest Texas.

Of the various

programs that existed, only the Llano Estacado Farmworkers
of Tejas situated in Lubbock provided an estimate of the
population that might be served in their area.

Llano

Estacado Farmworkers of Tejas estimated they could aid 3,000
people.

In 1976 population figures for migrant and seasonal

workers were published by the Governor's Office of Migrant
Affairs (Table 3). The population figures from the 1970 and
1980 Census have been added to the table to demonstrate the

^'Governor's Office of Migrant Affairs, Farmworker
Programs in Texas, pp. 5, 8-11, 13, 15, 17-18, 22-25, 28,
31-35, 44-45, 48, 82-84, 99-101, 104-107, 109, 112, 128-129,
147, 163; Printed Material File, Bidal Aguero Papers, 19541989, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock,
Texas; Developmental Programs File, Eliseo Soils Papers,
1945-1989, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University,
Lubbock, Texas.
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Table 3
Hispanic Population by County^^
County

1970

Bailey

2,304

4,621

Castro

3,685

Cochran

Migrant

Seasonal

1980

% Growth

1,175

2,770

20

6,030

481

4,067

10

1,514

2,167

630

1,684

11

Crosby

2,763

1,881

480

3,281

18

Dawson

5,242

4,359

1,191

6,092

16

Deaf Smith

6,596

10,440

1,923

8,606

35

Floyd

2,569

5,857

1,600

3,332

29

Gaines

2,946

284

60

4,050

37

888

370

285

1,284

44

Hale

8,382

9,703

2,561

12,646

51

Hockley

4,247

2,641

845

6,292

48

Lamb

4,079

5,301

11,470

5,661

38

31,082

7,984

2,916

41,341

33

Lynn

2,763

2,843

790

3,264

18

Potter

7,250

40

336

11,548

59

Randall

1,735

0

381

3,482

100

Scurry

1,861

496

304

3,390

82

Terry

3,471

1,981

1,185

4,953

43

Garza

Lubbock

^^Governor's Office of Migrant Affairs, Farmworker
Programs in Texas, pp. 145-147; United States Department of
Commerce, 1970 Census of Population, Characteristics of the
Population, part 45, Texas (1973), pp. 1102-1117; United
States Department of Commerce, 1980 Census of Population and
Housing, Texas (1981), pp, 2-42.
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size and growth of the Spanish origin population in relation
to the farmworker population in select Northwest Texas
counties at mid-decade.
As indicated by Table 3, Scurry, Randall and Potter had
the highest percentage of growth.

Actual numbers reveal

that Lubbock, Potter, Hale, Hockley, and Deaf Smith had a
population growth of 10,259, 4,298, 4,264, 2,045, and 2,010
respectively.

These counties except for Potter and Randall

had a large migrant population.

From the table it is

apparent that the Hispanic population in Potter and Randall
counties grew very rapidly and did not include farmworkers.
Hispanics probably found work in the meat packing
industry.

The primarily Hispanic Meat Cutters Union

supported the farmworker movement.

Hispanics as union

members could earn even better wages with benefits.

Yet it

remains unclear on whether how many of the workers in
Amarillo slaughterhouses had unionized.

The Hispanic

population in Amarillo, which overlaps Randall and Potter
counties, apparently made a stable living, allowing them to
send their children to school in greater numbers than even
Hispanics in Lubbock County.

Tables 4 and 5 demonstrate

that in these selected counties school attendance improved
remarkably among the Spanish-origin population in Northwest
Texas from 1970 to 1980,indicating that government programs
probably achieved some success.
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Table 4
Male Female Education by Count'/
1970

County

Total of 25
Years and
Older

No
School

Average
School
Year-";

% H S.
Graduates

Deaf Smith
male
female

1028
989

213
223

6.0
5.4

16.2
13.2

Hale
male
female

1371
1458

361
300

4.0
4.7

7.0
5.8

Hockley
male
female

720
691

205
252

3.7
3.5

12. 1

Lubbock
male
female

4999
5098

898
898

5.5
5. 5

14.5
12.6

Potter
male
female

1325
1324

95
95

8.1
8.2

21. 4
18.6

Randall
male
female

286
308

3
9

11.2
11.4

43.7
44.2
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Table 5
Male-Female Education by County
198023

County

Total of 25
Years and
Older

No
School

Average
School
Years

% H.S.
Graduates

Deaf Smith
male
female

1545
1581

567
582

6.8
6.8

17.7
16.4

Hale
male
female

2336
2330

929
899

6.2
6.2

17.9
16.5

Hockley
male
female

1132
1136

491
453

5.9
5.9

18.6
14.4

Lubbock
male
female

7886
8210

2143
2428

8.0
8.0

31.4
29.3

Potter
male
female

2361
2229

316
382

10.1
10.1

43.8
34.1

Randall
male
female

694
620

67
63

12.4
12.4

62,2
62.6

^^United States Department of Commerce, 1970 Census of
Population, Characteristics of the Population, part 45,
Texas (1973), pp. 1102-1117; United States Department of
Commerce, 1980 Census of Population, General Social and
Economic Characteristics, part 45, Texas (1983), pp. 10501087.
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Throughout this same area, the Migrant Labor Camp
Inspection Branch, operated by the State Department of
Health, became an important regulatory agency m ensuring
adeguate sanitation facilities for farmworkers by 1977.

The

Inspection Branch became responsible for the maintenance of
environmental health standards in raw vegetable packing
sheds as well as housing.

The program sought to disseminate

information concerning hazards and safeguards with the new
and or increased usage of pesticides.

The Migrant Labor

Camp Inspection Branch worked closely with the United States
Environmental Protection Agency. ^^
Mexican Americans who came to Northwest Texas found few
alternatives when they needed health services before 1962.
Prior to 1962 Mexican Americans found that foreign labor
such as Braceros received protection by legislation.
Mexican Americans often turned to neighborhood curanderas or
curanderos for their medical problems because they were
affordable and spoke Spanish.

Catholic Charities also aided

the Mexican American Catholics with a variety of programs.
Even after passage of the Migrant Health Act in 1962 Mexican
Americans continued to be characterized as transients and

^^Governor's Office of Migrant Affairs, Farmworker
Programs in Texas, pp. 34-38; Texas Area 5 Health Systems
Agency, Panhandle Health Systems Plan (1978).
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therefore agencies often overlooked their needs.

Limited

knowledge of English, little schooling and past experiences
with discrimination and prejudice caused Mexican Americans
to hesitate using the available aid.

Between 1960 and 1980

the Hispanic population grew to the extent that its needs
became difficult to ignore and Mexican Americans began to
gain the services needed for a population with such limited
resources.
By 1977 the Migrant Health Act encompassed fifteen
different projects.

Educational programs implemented by the

various state and federal agencies for farmworkers began to
demonstrate relative success as farmworkers' children
attended school and gualified for better job opportunities.
Mexican American farmworkers

became permanent residents in

Northwest Texas, once they began to organize and to demand
fair pay and benefits.

Agencies such as Llano Estacado

Farmworkers of Tejas, Inc. and Chicanes Unidos Campesinos
developed to aid the migrant and seasonal workers and
expanded their efforts to organize the farmworkers.
Beginning in the 1970s great changes occurred for the
farmworker population of Northwest Texas that culminated
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important legal and political victories in and out of the
fields.25

^^La Voz del Mexicano, Dimmitt, Texas, November 4,
1981, pp. 1, 3, 8; Chicano Accent, Lubbock, Texas, February
25, 1981, pp. 1, 8; La Voz De Texas, Lubbock, Texas,
December 29, 1972, pp. 1-3; Printed Material File, Bidal
Aguero Papers, 1954-1989, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University; Llano Estacado Farmworkers de Tejas File, Eliseo
Solis Papers, 1945-1989, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University; Newspapers File, Luis Ordonez Papers, 1974-1989,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University.
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CHAPTER VII
ORGANIZATION AND MOBILIZATION
For the majority of Mexicans and Mexican Americans who
first settled in Northwest Texas the move did not change
their lives, which continued to be filled with constant
struggle.

In the first thirty years of the twentieth

century many of the Hispanic people who came to Northwest
Texas continued to be seen as transients although they
became permanent residents.

Migrant farmworkers joined

these Hispanic residents during the migrant season in their
perpetual endeavor to survive.

As more Mexican Americans of

diverse backgrounds came to Northwest Texas and more
importantly as young farmworkers grew up, organization and
mobilization to end social injustices and to improve the
livelihood of the impoverished Hispanic population became
possible beginning in the 1930s.
Individuals like Dr. Armando Duran, Gregorio Coronado,
and Jorge Moreno came to the region by 1940 and acted as
leaders in achieving positive changes in the Mexican
American community.

Mexican Americans organized supportive

groups such as early burial societies and the Hijas de
Guadalupe, a church society that began in the 1920s.

In

these early years the Catholic church took a supportive role
in keeping the community spirit alive for Mexican American
residents.

Thus Mexican Americans, although very limited in

resources, kept active a reform spirit that produced civil
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rights groups and breakthroughs to improve conditions in the
Hispanic community,^
The first Mexicana American civil rights group appeared
in 1929 when the League of United Latin American Citizens
organized in Corpus Christi, Texas,

The League of United

Latin American Citizens became the product of three earlier
organizations:

the Order of Sons of America, the Knights of

America, and the League of Latin American Citizens,

The new

organization focused on the social, political and economic
rights of Mexican Americans.

League of United Latin

American Citizens members came from the middle and upper
classes.

Although not as radical as the protest groups of

the sixties and seventies, LULAC members still seemed
liberal when compared to white conservatives.

Therefore

they represented a moderate conservative element who worked
for change in traditional ways,

Armando Duran who practiced

medicine in Lubbock represented a typical LULAC member.
Always active in politics, Duran took a diligent role in
supporting conservative Democrat Allan Shivers for governor
in 1954.

In 1960 moderate Democrats Senator Lyndon Baines

Johnson and Gerald Mann named Duran the Local Campaign
Manager for the Democratic Party.

Apparently Duran, like

other Shiverites in Texas, put aside factional differences

^Yolanda G. Romero, "Los Socios Del Sementerio [sic]:
A Mexican-American Burial Society in Early Lubbock, Texas,"
West Texas Historical Association Yearbook 63 (1987), pp.
123-130.
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to stand behind Johnson once he became John F. Kennedy's
running mate,

Duran remained active throughout his life; in

1980 former Republican Treasury Secretary William Simon
named him to the United States Senatorial Advisory Board,
By the end of the 1930s LULAC as a national organization
included Ladies Councils as well as Junior LULAC,^
After World War II LULAC became more directly involved
in questions of discrimination and segregation.

In Texas

the court case Delgado v. The Bastrop Independent School
District (1948), filed by LULAC, resulted in a federal court
decision that made unconstitutional the segregation of
Mexican American children, with the exception of first
graders.

The Texas State Board of Education ordered school

districts to suspend Mexican American segregation.

As a

result, LULAC grew in strength and influence among the
Mexican American middle class throughout the state of Texas.
First organized in 1955 in Lubbock, LULAC Council 263
sponsored the establishment of Council No. 4 as well as a
Ladies Council 281 and, by 1964, a Junior LULAC No. 7.

In

Lubbock as in other parts of the state through the 1950s
LULAC members as a whole retained their conservative views,
avoiding controversial issues and instead preferring
activities such as fund-raising benefits for polio.

As late

as 1961, while speaking at a State Supreme Council meeting

^Fl Noticiero, Lubbock, Texas, February 1, 1957; £1
Semanario, Lubbock, Texas, July 22, October 29, 1960,
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held at the El Charro restaurant in Lubbock, LULAC state
chairman William Bonilla stated, "I feel that all our
members should learn to discharge their duties and
obligations as citizens before they learn how to assert
their rights,"^
The League of United Latin American Citizens also
existed in small towns in the Lubbock area, but evidently
council membership remained limited.

In 1961 Council 263 in

Lubbock undertook to reorganize councils in Levelland,
Littlefield, and Abernathy.
Slaton and Brownfield.

Councils also could be found in

Councils promoted United Fund or

Community Chest drives in their respective communities, as
well as, "Pay your poll tax drives" and scholarship fund
drives.

The Lubbock Council continued to take the lead in

LULAC activity in the Northwest.

For example the "Little

School of the 400," a pre-school for non-English speaking
students, received support entirely from LULAC,

The League

of United Latin American Citizens began to change its
direction, however, once the American G.I. Forum became more
active in civil rights issues,*

^El Noticiero, Lubbock, Texas, February 1, 19 57; El
Semanario, Lubbock, Texas, July 22, October 29, 1960;
Lubbock Avalanche Journal, December 10, 1961; Matt S, Meier
and Feliciano Rivera, The Chicanes; A History of Mexican
Americans (New York: Hill and Wang, 1972), p. 242; Arnoldo
De Leon, Ethnicity in the Sunbelt (Houston: Mexican
American Studies Program, 1989), p. 140,
^Lubbock Avalanche Journal. December 10, 1961; March 5,
1964; February 14, 1966,
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Jose Jimenez and Juan Villanuevo organized the first
G.I. Forum in Lubbock in 1948, soon after its creation in
Corpus Christi.

In 1957 the Lubbock organization had

approximately fifty members.

Forum membership in Northwest

Texas grew to incorporate District 13 with membership coming
from Littlefield, Slaton, Amarillo, Lamesa, Levelland and,
of course, Lubbock.

For example, in 1964 the District 13

officers were Pete Trevino, Lubbock, Chairman; Albert
Trevino, Floydada, vice-chairman; Louis Quintero, Slaton,
representative, and Maxine Quintero, Slaton, secretary.

The

focus of the Forum continued to be "the goal of first class
citizenship."

By 1964 District 13 membership had grown to

approximately two hundred.

The forum became increasingly

involved in seeking equal opportunity for the Mexican
American community until by 1965 it actively supported
Lyndon Baines Johnson's Economic Opportunity Act.'
In 1958 the Lubbock Forum came under the wing of
Gregorio Coronado.

Coronado also served as District

Director of the "Club Viva Kennedy" in 1960.

"Viva Kennedy"

Clubs could be found in Lubbock, Slaton, Post, Lamesa,
Odessa, Amarillo, Muleshoe, Littlefield, Brownfield,
Floydada, Snyder, Plainview, and Hereford.

Forum members

apparently pursued their own activities wholeheartedly.

In

1960 the Forum and LULAC became the topic of an editorial by

^Lubbock Avalanche Journal, July 19, 1953; February 13,
1957; February 14, 1966; February 20, 1965.
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J. Rivera of La Prensa del Suroeste in Lubbock.

Rivera

urged that their members recognize "the need for reaching an
understanding among the members of la raza,"

He proposed

the two organizations "develop a joint policy to present
, . . a united political front to the city."

Rivera

believed that if the two organizations could work together
they could become "the social base to recruit leaders of the
political scene."
At the same time Gergorio Coronado announced in La
Prensa del Suroeste that a group of men from the Forum and
LULAC had met to sign a letter to President Dwight D.
Eisenhower.

The letter requested that the President

consider Judge E. D. Salinas from Laredo, Texas for the
position of Judge for the Southern District of Texas.
Coronado maintained that at the meeting some individuals had
refused to sign the letter; thus he questioned the unity of
the Mexican American community.
Despite some disagreements the Mexican American
community, in 1959, began to unite against discrimination
toward Mexican Americans.

In a poll tax campaign Spanish-

speaking citizens of Lubbock County volunteered to make the
poll tax available for easier payment since the state
required it for voting.

Felipe Estrada of Slaton convinced

^Andr^s Tijerina, History of Mexican Americans in
Lubbock County, Texas (Lubbock: Texas Tech Press, 1979), p
57; La Prensa del Suroeste. Lubbock, Texas, January 24,
1960, p, 1.
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more than 100 people to pay the poll tax in Slaton.

Leaders

in the community stressed the need to pay the poll tax in
order to vote against the requirement of the poll tax.

In

1960 the poll tax cost $1.75, yet that remained a
significant expense for low income families.
Another attack on the Jim Crow status of Spanishspeaking residents in Northwest Texas occurred at Slaton,
In 1961 Manuel Castro, acting for the Lubbock G.I. Forum,
filed a discrimination complaint against Slaton.

The case

resulted when Slaton refused a Mexican American resident
entrance into the town swimming pool.

Publicity forced

Slaton councilman Harry Stokes to acknowledge that Mexican
American residents paid city taxes and therefore had a right
to enter the tax-supported swimming pool.

Fear of

blacklisting from the Bracero Program by the Mexican
government finally convinced the white residents of Slaton
that they had no choice but to open the pool to Mexicans and
Mexican Americans,'
The 1960s proved to be a decade of change for the
Mexican American population in Texas and throughout the
Southwest,

At Crystal City, Texas in 1963 Mexican Americans

gained control of the city council through elections.

Then

in 1969 a student protest led to more permanent changes in
^David Montejano, "The Demise of Jim Crow for Mexicans,
1940-1970," Aztlan 16 (1987): 27-62; La Prensa del
Suroeste, Lubbock, Texas, January 24, 1960, p, 1; Tijerina,
History of Mexican Americans in Lubbock, County, Texas, p,
59,
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Crystal City and the organization of La Raza Unida Party,
Jose Angel Guitierrez, a native of Crystal City, led other
Mexican American youth to organize the party officially on
January 17, 1970,

In Northwest Texas, Mexican Americans

felt more and more inspired by the successes of the Chicano
Movement throughout the Southwest.^
It would not be until the seventies that Mexican
Americans in the smaller towns of Northwest Texas would
organize.

But in the 1960s Mexican Americans became more

active in Lubbock, spurred on by the moderate conservatives
of LULAC and G.I. Forum.

Those organizations with the help

of the AFL-CIO sponsored at Lubbock in June 1966 a "War on
Poverty and Migrant Labor Conference" at St. Joseph's
Catholic Church.

The conference meant to aid "all people in

West Texas interested in helping the poverty-stricken take
advantage of various government programs."

In early 1967

Manuel Garza, executive director of LULAC, visited Lubbock
in order to investigate charges of discrimination in the
workplace,

Garza maintained that Mexican Americans and

African Americans received less pay as well as no promotions
q

from Lubbock employers although he gave no specific details.'

^John Staples Shockley, Chicano Revolt in a Texas Town
(Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 1974); DeLeon,
Ethnicity in the Sunbelt, pp. 168-170; Meier and Rivera, The
Chicanes, pp. 276-279; La Voz de Texas, Lubbock, July 8,
1972, p. 1.
^Lubbock Avalanche Journal. June 6, 1966; March 15,
1967.
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In this climate of organization Mexican American
garbage collectors went on strike and won a partial victory
against the city.

Tom Lara, who participated in the strike,

remembered sanitation workers had no uniforms, gloves,
boots, or drinking water, unlike employees in other city
departments.

Mexican American workers had no chance to

advance as all foremen were Anglos hired from outside of the
department.

The lack of drinking water became a real

problem for the workers because they were forced to drink
from water hoses in yards.

Some people did not like that

and reported the workers for trespassing.

When the walkout

occurred, only the Mexican Americans participated while the
Anglos stayed to work.

The strikers were organized by

Ysidro Gutierrez who eventually moved to San Antonio to
organize for a union.

The City Manager refused to negotiate

for approximately six weeks until finally the workers
received uniforms and water.^"
A second strike in 1972 brought the Mexican Americans
opportunities for advancement.

One hundred sixty-seven

workers walked off the job demanding a 15 percent raise,
later reduced to 12 percent, and promotions for Mexican
American sanitation workers.

John Almanza became the first

Mexican American promoted to foreman as a result of the
strike.

The city council never offered more than merit and

^''Tom Lara to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, October
6, 1989 at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas.
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cost of living raises and began hiring replacements for the
strikers.

The strike lasted four weeks and cost the city

over $63,000.

Strikers did return to their previous

positions for the sanitation department and felt they had
won a victory against the city.^^
Another group within Mexican American society, the
students and other youth, also became more active.

Students

organized a branch of the Mexican American Youth
Organization (MAYO) on the Texas Tech University campus in
the late 1960s.

During 1969, in a national effort to

strengthen the movement, all MAYO organizations in Texas and
United Mexican American Students organizations in California
merged into the national organization Movimiento Estudiantil
Chicano de Aztlan (MECHA).

Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano

de Aztlan encouraged members throughout the nation to work
not only on campus but with their communities to attain
educational, cultural, and socioeconomic changes for all
Mexican Americans.
The first MECHA statewide organizational meeting was
held at the Wesley Foundation, the Methodist student center,
near Texas Tech in Lubbock, during the fall of 1971.
Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan representatives
came from Texas A&I University, Pan American University, Our
Lady of the Lake College, and West Texas State University.
The group nominated Lucas Trujillo, a Texas Tech student, as
^^Lubbock Avalanche Journal, October 5, 1972
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chairman of the meeting because he had recently returned
from military service and members saw him as a "neutral,"
trusting Trujillo not to take sides.

The students disagreed

on many things, such as whether or not to allow Anglo
Americans into the association.

At that first meeting they

discussed how to get funded for certain projects and how to
establish a Chicano Studies program.
A second meeting took place at Our Lady of the Lake
College in San Antonio.

Stan Carlson, a graduate student at

Texas Tech, provided the transportation for Texas Tech MECHA
members.

A third meeting occurred in Albuquerque, New

Mexico at the Mexican American Student Center that same
year.

Trujillo, Steve Porras, Carlos Quirino, and Petra

Ramos represented the Lubbock chapter of MECHA.
remained the same:

Their goals

the organization of Chicano Studies and

aid for the Mexican American community.

Mexican American

youth in Lubbock took their mission seriously and
immediately set to work.^'
In 1971 Trujillo, Quirino, Bidal Aguero, and other
students began to organize the Lubbock Mexican American
community.

Trujillo, Quirino, and Lile Medina became the

first to picket the police department because of unjust

^^Jesus Moya to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview. Tape 2
of 4, July 25, 1989, at Hidalgo, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University; Lucas Trujillo to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, March 24, 1987, at Piano, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University; Meier and
Rivera, Los Chicanes, p. 251,
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treatment of Mexican Americans by arresting officers. A
demonstration resulted after a young Mexican American man
and his wife had been arrested and taken on a rough ride in
the paddy wagon, after a riot broke out at a Mexican
American dance in the Fair Park Coliseum.

The young couple,

presumably innocent bystanders, had received serious
injuries from the ride.

Witnesses said policemen in riot

gear had used tear gas on the crowd after a beer bottle had
been thrown and hit an officer.

Medina, Quirino, and

Trujillo began the demonstration and were later joined by
Nephtali De Leon, Josie Mora, Juan Barela, Ramon Barela, and
Sylvia Quirino.^^
These student leaders joined others outside the Texas
Tech campus to bring changes to the barrio.

One of the most

effective measures came in the form of. the Teatro Chicano.
Nephtali De Leon, an author, playwright, and artist known to
the Anglo community as a militant, began to use his talents
to write plays that would bring a message to the Mexican
American community.

He recruited Mexican American youth to

act in the plays that were performed in Lubbock and other
towns in the Panhandle.

The Teatro was well-received

where it performed and always had an attentive and
responsive audience.

The Teatro also gave the performers as

well as the audience pride, knowledge and courage by
^^Lucas Trujillo to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
March 24, 1987, at Piano, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas
Tech University.
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providing above all the opportunity to share common
experiences with each other.^*
Mexican American youth did not stop with the Teatro,
In 1971 with the help of the Department of Community
Relations, the youth of Lubbock, including a Brown Beret
Chapter, and the elders in the community organized a protest
15
march.
In planning the march organizers held meetings at
Guadalupe Center in the heart of the barrio and emphasized
the message to participants that became the motto of the
march, "peace and faith."

It became vital that no violence

occur during the march or after, for the sake of the
credibility for the Mexican American community.

Leaders

urged all participants to ignore any unfriendly remarks or
gestures from Anglo onlookers or policemen.

The organizers

Nephtali De Leon has continued to write Chicano
literature. He is a well-known international author of
hundreds of poems, and numerous books and plays on the
Chicano experience. He also edited La Voz, a newspaper for
Spanish-speaking readers in Lubbock, for many years. See
reference file in Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University, Lubbock, Texas; see Appendix G.
^^The Brown Beret Chapter, organized first by Juan
Chadis and Lupe Vecchio, continued to be active into the
late 1980s. Gilbert Herrera took over the leadership of the
Lubbock Brown Beret Chapter. In 1985 when Herrera was
interviewed he maintained that there were more females in
the Brown Berets than men. He estimated there were about
four hundred female members in the Brown Berets. In 1985
Herrera left the Brown Berets and become an evangelist for
the First Baptist Church in Lubbock. Gilbert Herrera to
Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July 10, 1985, at Lubbock,
Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University; Juan
Perez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July 25, 2985, at
Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University;
Chicano Accent, Lubbock, Texas, February 25, 1981; West
Texas Hispanic News, Lubbock, Texas, June 11, 1986.
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further urged participants to stay away from the march if
they had any reservations about controlling their tempers or
actions against Anglo agitators.

The men in the community,

joined by the Brown Berets, volunteered to walk alongside of
the crowd to act as "lookouts" against any trouble.^^
Sunday, November 7, 1971 became an important date in
Mexican American history in Lubbock, Texas.

On that dreary,

misty and cold fall day, approximately five hundred Mexican
Americans gathered at Mose Hood Park on Avenue Q.

Some

parents had forbidden their sons and daughters to
participate because of the rumors that violence would erupt
once the "march of faith" began.

When the parents realized

the commitment of the young people to the march, they too
joined the march.
At Mose Hood Park prior to the March the crowd held a
religious ceremony.

Father Jaramillo of New Mexico brought

the Brown Beret chapter from New Mexico to help the Lubbock
Brown Beret Chapter with the march.
sang songs and prepared to march.

The ever-growing crowd
The march began at Mose

^^Organizers of the march worried about violence
because of the rivalry between the barrio and East Broadway
youth that often resulted in shootings and stabbings.
Gilbert Herrera, the Prime Minister of the Brown Berets and
director of the Auxilio Center, worked with barrio and East
Broadway youth to prevent more bloodshed. In 1985 Herrera
lost his funding for the Auxilio Center. The problems
between these two sectors of town c'eserve more research.
Gilbert Herrera to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July 2,
1985, at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University; Juan Perez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
July 25, 1985 at Lubbock, Texas; El Editor, Lubbock, Texas,
October 12, 1977.
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Hood Park on 24th Street and traveled north on Avenue Q,
turning east on Broadway until it reached the County
Courthouse.

The feeling that engulfed the crowd was so

overwhelming that many cried and embraced their neighbor.
The banner of La Virgen de Guadalupe waved at the head of
the march, and the people followed, many carrying posters
and others raising their clinched fist and shouting at the
top of their voices, "Chicano Power! "^^
The crowd generated tremendous pride and energy on that
early Sunday afternoon.

Many of the parents and other

onlookers who had followed the march because of family
members or curiosity were so overcome that they too joined
the march.

Some Anglos who witnessed this display of

"Chicano Power" appeared to be amused, while others had a
horrified look on their faces as the marchers passed.
At the courthouse, Mariano Garcia, Chon Garcia, and Joe
Rangel acted as spokesmen for the Mexican American
community.

They submitted to the city twenty-three

grievances and demands compiled by "students, businessmen,
ministers, priests, laborers, and housewives" in the barrios
of Lubbock.

These grievances and demands fell into five

categories:

justice, equal protection under the law, fair

representation, equal employment, and education.

Eight

months after the march the City Council and Civil Service
^^Lucas Trujillo to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview,
March 24, 1987 at Piano, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas
Tech University.
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Commission lowered the height requirement for police
officers.

The minimum height became 5'7", enabling many

young Mexican American men to get jobs as policemen, ^^
In 1972 Mexican American youth at Texas Tech University
also became involved in an anti-war demonstration.

Students

of MECHA joined other ethnic and political organizations as
well as faculty and staff from Texas Tech University.^^
The university administration requested and received a
temporary restraining order to stop the protest at Memorial
Circle on the Texas Tech campus.

After the protest took

place, the participating students were called before a board
of students, faculty and administrators.

The board did not

pursue any type of disciplinary action except for formal
reprimands.

Lucas Trujillo remembered that as a student he

did not suffer any harsh treatment from the administration

10

^°See Appendix for a list of all twenty-three
grievances and demands submitted to the city of Lubbock on
November 7, 1971, Bidal Aguero Papers, Southwest Collection,
Texas Tech University; Nephtali De Leon Papers, Southwest
Collection; Nephtali De Leon Papers, Southwest Collection;
Nephtali De Leon, Chicanes: Our Background and Our Pride
(Trucha Publications: Lubbock, 1972), pp. 70-74; Tijerina,
Mexican Americans in Lubbock County, p. 66; La Voz de Texas.
Lubbock, August 11, 1972.
Groups present at the demonstration included the
Young Socialist Alliance, the Student Organization for Black
Unity, Young Democrats of Texas Tech University, Jewish
Student Organization, Muslim Student Organization, Student
Mobilization Committee to End the War in Vietnam, Women's
Liberation, India Student Organization, and Vietnam Veterans
Against the War, The State of Texas vs. Tim McGovern et al.
(1972), No. 69455, 137th District Court of Lubbock, County,
Texas.
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because of his participation in the anti-war
demonstration. '^^
Students felt success in bringing to the community the
message to wake up to cultural pride in their Mexican and
Indian roots as well as civil rights.

Students saw their

message being received and heard by the audiences they
entertained and felt a deep pride in their role in the
struggle for equality.

Through the Teatro and student

involvement in various demonstrations as well as voter
registration campaigns students became a driving force in
the Mexican American community.

Many of the students like

Carlos Quirino, Bidal Aguero and Lile Medina eventually
joined the Raza Unida Party and ran for office.
In 1972 La Raza Unida Party also became active among
the Mexican American population in Northwest Texas.

At the

first national convention in El Paso delegates from sixteen
states as well as the District of Colombia were present.
Raza Unida delegates in El Paso approved a platform.

The

platform called for "bilingual and bicultural education,
wage and employment parity and a fight against drugs in
Mexican American communities."

The delegation also

supported a national health insurance plan, increased

^'^The State of Texas vs. Tim McGovern et al. (1972),
No, 69455, 137th District Court of Lubbock County, Texas;
Lucas Trujillo to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, March 24,
1987 at Piano, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University.
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recruitment of Mexican Americans into medical schools, more
appointments to judgships, and free legal aid.
Ramsey Muniz, a thirty-year-old attorney from San
Antonio, became Raza Unida's candidate for governor of
Texas.

In August Muniz came to Lubbock and the Texas Tech

campus.

He told the Lubbock crowd that 800,000 Chicanes and

300,000 African Americans were registered for Raza Unida,
In September Muniz spoke at the "Fiesta de Coleres
Mexicana," sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of Amarillo and
held at the Fair Park Coliseum in Lubbock.

The audience

came from throughout the South Plains and Eastern New Mexico
and repeatedly interrupted Muniz with applause.

The Raza

Unida Party continued to be a driving force in civil rights
as well as police brutality issues into the late seventies.
By 1980 Hispanic voters turned te the traditional parties,
which began to include Mexican American legislators who had
71

greater influence.*'
Mexican Americans outside the cities also began to
organize.

After the success of Cesar Chavez with the United

Farm Workers in California, farmworkers in Texas also began
to form a union in 1966.

The United Farm Workers Organizing

Committee of the AFL-CIO worked mostly with Mexican American
farm laborers in the lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas from
June 1966 to June 1967.

The unionizing efforts led to

2^La Voz de Texas, Lubbock, August 25, July 28, 1972;
Lubbock Avalanche Journal, September 1, 4, 5, 1972.
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bitter feelings and violence directed at the farm workers
and organizers by the growers and local and state
authorities.

Eventually the strike ended in court where the

judgment would be for the plaintiffs, Francisco Medrane et
al., V. A. Y. Allee et al. (1972).

The court issued an

injunction restraining defendants from interfering with
plaintiffs' civil rights.^^
By 197 5 problems began to appear between the
California-based United Farm Workers and the Texas farm
workers.

Texas organizers felt too much money went te

California and everything had te be cleared through
California."

Antonio Orendain, sent to Texas by Cesar

Chavez, broke with the United Farm Workers in 1975 and
organized the Texas Farm Workers.

Orendain had been with

Cesar Chavez since 1950 but had become dedicated to the
Texas farm worker cause.

Farm workers in Northwest Texas

"The Medrane suit was brought against five Texas
Rangers, one sheriff, two deputy sheriffs, a justice of the
peace, and a special deputy from both Dimmitt and Starr
counties. The District Court held that plaintiffs had
suffered illegal arrests, detentions, dispersals, threats,
abuse and prosecutions. Picketing took place at the Rancho
Grande Farms, packing sheds along the Missouri-Pacific
Railroad, La Casita Farms and Trophy Farms. Francisco
Medrane et al.. Plaintiffs, v, A. Y. Allee et al..
Defendants, Civ., A. No. 67, B 36, United States District
Court, S,D- Texas, Brownsville Division, June 26, 1972.
71

'Jesus Moya to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July
25, 1989 at Hidalgo, Texas, Tape 1 of 4, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University; Rod Davis, "The Onion
Harvest," The Texas Observer (August 8, 1980), pp. 1-8;
Chicano Accent, Lubbock, December 3, 1980, p. 3; February
25, 1981, p. 8; The Daily Texan. University of Texas at
Austin, November 7, 1985.
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welcomed Orendain and his organizers.

The Lubbock Centre

Aztlan sponsored a benefit dinner for the Texas Farm
Workers.

Orendain spoke and showed a film en the farmworker

at the dinner co-sponsored by the West Texas Lawyers Guild
and the Chicano Law Student Association at Texas Tech
University.

A West Texas Support Committee of the Texas

Farm Workers organized with its office in Lubbock and
sponsored a flea market te raise money for TFW.
Antonio Orendain recruited Jesus Moya to work as a
union organizer with the Texas Farm Workers.

Moya had come

to t'.e United States at the age of eight from Sinaloa,
Mexico.

His father worked as a bracero for ten years

harvesting sugar beets, oranges, grapes and ether fruit.
The whole family, eight boys and two girls, immigrated in
1956 and lived in San Diego for a short time before moving
to East Los Angeles.

Jesus and the other elder boys

migrated with their father, working at Santa Rosa, Santa
Ana, and Borrego Springs in the fruit industries.

In high

school Moya helped organize the "Justo Sierra Clubs." He
became an active member of the Chicane Movement at San Diego
State where he graduated in 1972 with a degree in Sociology
and a minor in Political Science.

Moya worked with Bert

Corona at the Centre Autonomo de Action Social in East Los
Angeles for three summers.

As a graduate student Moya also

taught two classes at San Diego State, and aided in starting
the Chicano Studies Program.

Moya also participated in the
154

reorganization of MECHA.

Yet many activists became

disillusioned because "culture was not going to liberate
anything."

They decided to deal with the problem that had

been growing in the fields for decades by joining Chavez.
Moya had worked with undocumented workers in East L.A. until
he decided to drop out of school te organize farm
workers. 2*
In 1977 Jesus Moya worked with farm workers near
Yakima, Washington until the union contacted him te organize
farm workers around Seattle for the Farmworker March en
Washington.

That same year Moya met with the Texas Farm

Workers for the first time and union leaders asked him to
come to Texas.
workers.

Jesus Moya agreed te organize the Texas farm

In Hereford he set up the Texas Farm Workers Union

headquarters at an addition built by the Catholic Church in
the San Jose Labor

Camp.

The twenty by twenty foot room

contained a desk, two folding tables, chairs, a water
cooler, and a telephone,

Moya found that organizing farm

workers in West Texas "was the most difficult thing he had
ever done."

Texas Farm Workers in Northwest Texas struggled

for equality, better wages, and improved working conditions.
Moya, a newcomer to the area, had te deal with prejudice.
The authorities opposed the farm workers and supported the
growers.

Authorities served Moya with injunctions and

2*Jesus Moya to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July
25, 1989, at Hidalgo, Texas, tape 2 of 4, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University.
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arrested him twelve times for disturbing the peace and
trespassing, but never convicted him.^^
When Moya arrived in Hereford, slaughter house workers
already had organized the meat cutters union.

These Mexican

Americans had steady jobs, made good money and were able te
buy property.

Most of the property available to Mexican

Americans bordered the San Jose labor camp.

These people no

longer worked as migrants although many of their children
worked in the local fields during the summer months or after
school.

Mexican Americans in Hereford, Muleshoe, Plainview

and surrounding towns seldom held positions of power in the
community.
On behalf of the Texas Farm Workers, Moya and his union
organized the "March for Justice and Equality" in 1978 te
support collective bargaining rights for farmworkers.
March began in Muleshoe and ended in Austin.

The

One hundred

people started from Muleshoe; only thirty marchers continued
for forty days to the state capital.

Catholic priests

joined the farm workers at certain points along the march.
At Shallowater, twenty miles from Lubbock, however, the
marchers were asked not to step and rest inside the town.
25Jesus Moya to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July
25, 1989, at Hidalgo, Texas, tape 1 of 4, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University; Luis Ordonez to Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, June 1, 1989, at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University; Davis, "The
Onion Revolt," The Texas Observer (August 1980), pp. 2-8;
The Daily Texan, University of Texas at Austin, November 6,
1QR5; La Voz del Mexicano, Dimmitt, Texas, May 8, November
4, 1981.
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The Texas Farm Workers continued their efforts in
Hereford, Dimmitt, Plainview, Hale Center and wherever Moya
and his organizers could find farmworkers.

One of Moya's

most active organizers, Don Manuel Medeles, had reached the
age of seventy-six in 1980.

At Hereford in June of 1980

they paralyzed Howard-Gault Company with a six week strike,
the length of the onion season, and then moved on to La
Mantia company in Dimmitt.

Companies owned or leased the

fields and the packing sheds, which could be owned by a
company, individual farmers or a cooperative.

During the

strikes two farmers in Castro County sprayed pickets with
anhydrous ammonia gas and another farmer exposed himself to
female farmworkers.

Workers and organizers received aid for

the strike from the G.I. Forum, the Meat Cutters Union,
LULAC, and churches in Houston, Austin, and San Antonio.

At

a time when minimum wage was $3.10, Howard-Gault workers
received pay equivalent to $1.85 an hour and at La Mantia
workers earned about the same.

Workers also demanded

drinking water and toilets.
Five days into the strike, on June 29, Antonio
Orendain, the director of the Texas Farm Workers,
accompanied by Martha Owen, a paralegal with Texas Rural
Legal Aid, came to Hereford to expand the strike into
surrounding counties.

Texas Rural Legal Aid had represented

workers in actions relating to organizational activities in
the lower Rio Grande Valley and Hereford.
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The Texas Farm

Workers Union asked attorneys to advise workers that they
had a right to file lawsuits for minimum wage violations and
to assure workers TRLA would be there should the need arise.
Texas Rural Legal Aid lawyers, Jennifer Harbury, Edward
Tuddenham, Bill Beardall, all Harvard graduates, and Inez
Flores, a University of Texas graduate, stayed on the picket
lines to provide legal advice.^^
Howard Gault Company as well as sixteen other growers,
packers, and trade associations brought action against the
Texas Farm Workers Union and Texas Rural Legal Aid as a
result of the picketing.

Howard Gault and others claimed

Texas picketing laws had been violated and obtained an ex
parte temporary restraining order that destroyed the union's
efforts.

In the opinion of U.S. Federal District Judge Mary

Lou Robinson, the temporary restraining order issued by
222nd District Court Judge David Wesley Gulley without
formal or informal notice to the union or Texas Rural Legal
Aid violated first amendment rights of the organizers and
attorneys because they were unable to attend the hearing
2^Jesus Moya to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July
25, 1989 at Hidalgo, Texas, tape 3 of 4, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University; Howard Gault Co. v. Texas
Rural Legal Aid (1985) United States District Court,
Northern District Texas, Amarillo Division; Davis, "The
Onion Revolt," The Texas Observer (August 8, 1980), pp. 2-8;
Jane A. Grandolfo, "Migrant Housing Comes to Hereford," The
Texas Observer (November 20, 1987), pp. 14-15; Amarillo
Daily News, October 25, 1985; November 23, 1985; February 7,
1986; November 2, 1987; Mark Seal, "High Noon in Hereford,"
Dallas Morning News, March 9, 1980; The Hereford Brand.
Hereford, Texas, January 27, July 9, August 9, 1985; The
Monitor, McAllen, Texas, August 11, 1985.
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"even though their offices were only a stone's throw from
the courthouse in Hereford."

The federal court also awarded

organizers compensatory damages.
Women provided strong support in organizing the Texas
Farm Workers and in assisting Texas Rural Legal Aid.

They

passed out flyers, leaflets and posters, although men
monopolized the leadership positions.

In Northwest Texas,

Trini Gamez and her daughter, Delia Gamez Prince, became
actively involved in helping the workers.

Delia, a member

of the Texas Farm Workers Union, worked closely with Jesus
Moya.

John Seaver attempted to run over Delia with a truck

as she encouraged workers to leave the field and join the
huelga, but instead the farmer hit Jesus Moya.

Moya, who

only had time to extend his arms out and brace himself for
the impact, flew over the cab of the pickup and landed
inside the bed, bounced once and fell out of the truck onto
the dirt road.

Miraculously only Moya's hands suffered

shattered and broken bones.

Delia Gamez eventually left

Northwest Texas to lobby in Austin for the Texas Farm
Workers.

She then went to Chicago where she worked with the

Migrant Council and later with the Work of the People
Program. 77
2^Trini Gamez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July
28, 1989 at Plainview, Texas, tape 3 of 3, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University; Howard Gault Co. v. Texas
Rural Legal Aid.. Inc.; Cory Walton, "Labor Nouveau: Old
Wine in '^exas Bottles," The Texas Observer (December 20,
1985), pp. 14-16; The Daily Texan, The University of Texas
at Austin, September 23, 1985, November 6, 1985; The Dallas
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Trini Gamez began working with Texas rural Legal Aid as
a paralegal in 1978.

She had encouraged her daughter Delia

to work with Jesus Moya.

Trini had been an activist in

Hereford, in her own way, for most of her life.
parents had come from Guanajuato, Mexico.

Trini's

Trini had been

bor' in Karnes County, Texas, on May 1, 1929, one of six
children in the family.

Her father worked for farmers in

Waco, Hereford, Montcalm, and then because of illness he
left the farm at Montcalm, where they were very happy, and
took the family to San Antonio.
husband.

There Trini met her future

Trini had first come to Hereford to work in 1946,

when at age eighteen she had eloped with her husband.
When they came to Hereford at least thirty thousand
people lived in the San Jose Labor Camp.

For two years

Trini and Refugio shuttled back and forth from San Antonio
to Northwest Texas, before they tired of traveling and
decided to settle in Hereford.

Trini's father, Roberto

Hernandez, bought the first property in the labor camp.

Her

father-in-law, Baldomero Gamez, became the first Mexican
American to own property in town.

When they first moved to

Hereford, various businesses there and throughout the rest
of Northwest Texas posted "no Mexicans allowed" and "whites
only" signs.

Morning News, July 31, 1982, pp. 1, 10; Seal, "High Noon in
Hereford," Dallas Morning News, March 9, 1980.
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Trini had dropped out of school in the tenth grade.
She spoke English well and had a lively, outgoing
personality.

Trini gave her grandmother credit for her own

self-assurance.

Her grandmother had taught the

grandchildren to speak up for themselves and, unlike most
farm workers' children, to read and write before they
entered school.
In 1955, seven years after her first baby had been
born, Trini made the decision not to go on the migrant
trail.

Instead, she and her husband remained at home

working the local fields.

When the children reached school

age, Trini joined the Parents and Teachers Association and
eventually became vice-president.

She also decided to

volunteer for room mother so that her own children would
feel more comfortable by having their mother around
school.2^

Trini made sure that all nine of her children

graduated from high school and received some college
training.

While she remained a volunteer at school the

Anglo mothers and teachers treated her well.
In 1968 Trini became a bilingual aide in school, making
one hundred dollars a month.

After she had worked as an

aide for a short time, she realized the "seriousness of the
Mexican American situation."

Through her job as a bilingual

2^Trini Gamez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July
28, 1989, at Plainview, Texas, tape 1 of 3, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University; Cecilia Gamez Garza to
Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, August 8, 1989 at Plainview,
Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University.
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aide Trini received the opportunity to go to school.

At the

age of forty she received her General Education Diploma and
then went on to South Plains Junior College, where she
graduated in 1974 with an Associates Degree.

That same year

Trini ran for School Board, but received only seventy-four
votes.

She continued to run every year to make the Mexican

American presence known.

Trini also began working at West

Texas State University towards a teaching degree which she
never completed.

While Trini attended school she continued

to work as an aide.

In 1975 she attended a Texas State

Teachers Association meeting where she heard about union
organization.

Yet teachers and teachers aides in Hereford

appeared uninterested in joining a union.

Trini decided to

look for a better paying job and went to work first at a
restaurant and than at the Community Action Student Health
Program before joining Texas Rural Legal Aid in December of
1978.2'
Trini Gamez believed Texas Rural Legal Aid to be the
most important assistance available for farmworkers at
Hereford.

She realized that she had mistakenly aided Anglo

farmers in controlling farm workers.

In 1951, Jack Renfrew,

a powerful farmer, had paid the pell tax for workers to vote

2'Trini Gamez to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July
28, 1989, at Plainview, Texas, tape 2 of 3, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University; Cecilia Gamez Garza to
Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, August 8, 1989, at
Plainview, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University.
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for his favorite candidate.

Trini had acted as his

interpreter on that occasion and others.

She continued to

pay her poll tax and vote, which caused her to pay

more

attention to elections and te decide that Mexican Americans
needed help.

Even before TRLA had come te Hereford, Trini

had become politically active with help from Froy Salinas
and others from Lubbock with the Southwest Voter
Registration Education Project, organized in 1977 by Willie
Velasquez.^
As a paralegal for Texas Rural Legal Aid, Trini
questioned workers about their contracts.

She asked who

called the worker and what promises were made te the worker
concerning accommodations, wages, transportation and health
care.

In 1983 at Hereford young women workers came to TRLA

protesting actions of Roberto Ruiz.

They explained how Ruiz

had demanded the elder women in the group pick as well as
pack the cucumbers.

The older women had said "no" because

their contracts were not for picking but for packing the
fruit and vegetables.

The daughters of the elder women then

decided to go to Texas Rural Legal Aid.
^^Rolando Rios te Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July
10, 1985, at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas
Tech University; S. T. Rendon to Yolanda Romero, Oral
interview, July 11, 1985, at Lubbock, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University; Lisa Ramos te Yolanda
Romero, Oral interview, July 26, 1985, at Lubbock, Texas,
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University; Gilbert Herrera
to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July 10, 1985, at
Lubbock, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University;
El Editor, Lubbock, Texas, October 12, 1977; Lubbock
Avalanche Journal, July 17, 1985, December 14, 1986.
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Trini and TRLA lawyer Deborah Smith spoke to the elder
women, who told Trini they had been contracted te work in
the sheds, not the fields.

The women protested for a week

passing out flyers, leaflets, and posters.

Ruiz refused te

negotiate and as a result TRLA filed a suit against him.
The strikers set an example for the rest of the town.
Approximately two hundred workers participated in the
strike, most of them women who picketed and sang songs as
they carried on the strike,

Trini felt pride that "al fin

el trabajador ha tenido el valor de salir al frente y
defender sus derechos" (the worker had the courage finally
to come to the front to defend their rights).

Mexican

Americans began to bring the strikers food and water and the
suit against Ruiz ended m

11
a victory.•"'

Texas Rural Legal Aid with David Hall as the first
executive director organized in 1975 after President Richard
M, Nixon signed a bill into law to create the Legal Services
Corporation in 1974,

Texas Rural Legal Aid worked to end

injustices in housing, labor conditions, voting and
education rights for net only farmworkers but ether needy
Texas residents.

In 1977 TRLA organized a Farm Worker

^^Fer songs and poetry written by farm workers
regarding the union struggle see Appendix. Trini Gamez te
Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July 28, 1989, at Plainview,
Texas, tape 3 of 3, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University; Cecilia Gamez Garza to Yolanda Romero, Oral
interview, August 8, 1989, at Plainview, Texas, Southwest
Collection, Texas Tech University; The Castro County News,
Dimmitt, Texas, January 24, 1985,
164

Division, using money from the Legal Services Corporation,
specifically to deal with the problems of seasonal and farm
workers.

The Hereford TRLA office had wen 98 percent of its

cases by 1986.^2
Texas Rural Legal Aid acquired many critics and
opponents.

Republican Congressman Larry Combest asked for

an investigation of the agency and maintained that because
of TRLA "a once bright future had grown dim" for Hereford's
economy.
violence.

He accused TRLA of causing racial tension and
Republican Senator Phil Gramm also attacked TRLA

by attempting to stop funding for Legal Services.

Wes

Fisher, the Mayor of Hereford and owner of packing sheds,
agreed with Combest, claiming that "TRLA had pitted Mexicans
against Anglos."

Sheriff Travis McPherson of Deaf Smith

County, which included Hereford, pretested that TRLA lawyers
"were involved in communism . , . they're supplying these
people with the information and they're telling them all
about the Federal laws and everything,"
^2Geoffrey Rips, "Here of the People," The Texas
Observer (December 1984), pp, 5-7; Louis Dubose, "Hispanic
Power in the Panhandle," The Texas Observer (January 18,
1988), pp. 10-12; The Castro County News, Dimmitt, Texas,
June 27, 1985; The Hereford Brand, January 27, July 9,
August 9, 1985; February 19, March 9, December 16, 1986;
July 1, 1988; Lubbock Avalanche Journal, November 15, 1985;
Plainview Daily Herald, January 25, 1988; West Texas
Hispanic News, Lubbock, Texas, January 15, 1986.
^^Howard Gault Company v. Texas Rural Legal Aid, et al,
(1985); Geoffrey Rips, "The Possibility of Democracy," The
Texas Observer (January 24, 1986), pp. 2-4; Dubose,
"Hispanic Power in the Panhandle," The Texas Observer
(January 15, 1988), pp. 10-12; Dubose, "Gramm Strikes Out,"
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In 1986 when Larry Combest introduced an amendment to
eliminate over three million dollars appropriated to Legal
Services, TRLA supporters rose to the agency's defense.
Democratic state representatives Al Luna from Houston and
Paul Moreno from El Paso argued that "maybe the TRLA had
been too successful" and that any attack on TRLA would
offend the Mexican American voter population.

Beatrice

Cortes, representing Archbishop Patricio Flores of San
Antonio, joined Moreno and Luna.

Congressman Henry B.

Gonzales, chairman of a subcommittee on Housing and
Community Development, had visited Hereford twice.

He

stated that the subcommittee had found "that these lawyers
were heroes" and ended with "God bless the Legal Services
and the lawyers who have been willing te work at reduced
fees and everything else in behalf of this cause."

The

Combest amendment was defeated 103 to 278.^*

The Texas Observer (November 20, 1987), pp. 2-3; The
Hereford Brand. March 6, December 20, 1985; The Odessa
American, December 24, 1985.
^^Texas Rural Legal Aid lawyers made from $14,000 to
$18,000 a year. Rips, "Political Intelligence," The Texas
Observer (August 15, 1986), p. 16; Rips, "The Possibility of
Democracy," The Texas Observer (January 24, 1986), pp. 2-4;
Letter from Bidal Aguero to Congressman Kent Hance, January
22, 1980 concerning critical comments made by the
Congressman about Texas Rural Legal Aid (see Appendix B);
Amarillo Daily News, December 10, 1985; Amarillo Daily News.
December 26, 1985; Dallas Times Herald, December 17, 1985;
Lubbock Avalanche Journal, February 21, February 27, 1985;
March 10, July 18, 1986; San Antonio Times Herald. December
2, 1986; West Texas Hispanic News, Lubbock, Texas, November
13, 1985,
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In Northwest Texas the period from the 1930s to the
1980s brought organization and mobilization for the Mexican
American population.

Stimulated by earlier efforts in South

Texas and in California, the growing rural and urban
Hispanic population of Northwest Texas came together in
organizations like LULAC, G.I. Forum, MECHA, and Teatro
Chicano, and the working class Texas Farm Workers Union, to
make permanent changes.

Several Mexican Americans won

elections in the 1970s and 1980s to school boards, city
councils and county commissions in Lubbock, Gaines, Hockley,
Deaf Smith and other Northwest Texas counties.

The

Southwest Voter Registration Education Project in
conjunction with the Mexican American Legal Defense and
Educational Fund played a major role in the redistricting
process that made these successful elections possible.
Mexican Americans advanced from the burial societies in the
early 1920s to the organized demonstrations of the late
1970s.

They forced Anglo Americans to recognize that the

Mexican American population had not been transient for
decades, but instead had contributed significantly to the
growth of Northwest Texas.

Mexican Americans also learned

from federal court decisions and the efforts of Texas Rural
Legal Aid that they did not have to accept treatment as
second class citizens, but instead had basic rights which
had not been recognized by the Anglo residents in Northwest
Texas.

By the 1980s the Mexican American people of
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Northwest Texas realized that like other American citizens
they too had a right to the American dream that they had
come to Northwest Texas to find.^^

^Eliseo Solis to Yolanda Romero, Oral interview, July
31, 1985, at Idalou, Texas, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University; Eliseo Solis Papers, on microfilm, see Scrapbook
Material and material on Southwest Voter Registration
Education Project, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
University.
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CHAPTER VIII
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
The frontier in American History no longer existed
officially after 1890, but to Mexicans and Mexican Americans
coming to Northwest Texas the area offered the same
attractions.

In 1893 Frederick Jackson Turner quoted the

Superintendent of the Census in 1890 that "the disappearance
of the frontier signaled the end of a great historic
movement."

Yet a second great historic movement, one

starting in Mexico and moving north, began early in the
1900s and continued through the twentieth century with no
end in sight.

In Northwest Texas the Hispanic population

found opportunities not available to them in their
hometowns.

In this territory, described as a borderlands

culture region by Richard Nostrand, Hispanics sought to
improve their lot,

Mexicans and Mexican Americans

envisioned a finer life.

When the movement began in the

first thirty years of the century, few Hispanics lived in
the region.

Yet a major difference existed between the

Anglo settlers who moved westward in the nineteenth century
and these twentieth century Hispanic pioneers because the
territory in which Mexican Americans settled had once
belonged to their ancestors.^
^Frederick Jackson Turner, "The Significance of the
Frontier in American History," in Milestones of Thoughts,
edited by Harold P. Simonson (Frederick Ungar: New York,
1963), p. 27,
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At the beginning of the twentieth century Northwest
Texas, sparsely populated and speckled with small towns,
welcomed the railroad and agricultural industries that
developed within the next thirty years.

Two focal points of

activity, Amarillo and Lubbock, grew into the two largest
towns in Northwest Texas through the twentieth century.
From the early twenties to the late 1970s Northwest Texas
underwent a metamorphosis in population makeup because
railroads and agriculture led to permanent changes in the
once primarily angle communities of the area.

Northwest

Texas became the stage for a continuous population movement
that transformed this area into a twentieth century frontier
for the Hispanic population.
The first surge of Mexicans and Mexican Americans came
to Northwest Texas seeking temporary or seasonal work with
the expanding railroads and agriculture.

Thousands of

Mexicans sought refuge from the revolutionary violence and
poverty in Mexico, while Mexican Americans came to escape
the competition for work which held down wages in South
Texas and along the Mexican border.

In 1900, Texas had a

Mexican population of 71,062; thirty years later the
population had grown to 683,681.

Both the Mexicans and

Mexican Americans, many beginning their trip at the
frontera, came north seeking opportunity.

This can be

described as the initial stage of frontier development for
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Hispanics.

Once they arrived in Northwest Texas, many

decided to settle down and make a life for their families.
These Mexican and Mexican American families settled in
an area of Texas that even in the nineties remains isolated
from the rest of the state.

Therefore, when these Hispanic

families chose to move permanently to Northwest Texas they
understood they were leaving their roots behind and could
not easily return to South Texas or Mexico.

Yet, they came

anyway to live and work and build a new beginning for their
families.

In Northwest Texas they found an old friend, the

Catholic Church.

The Catholic Church made the move to this

twentieth century frontier easier to bear by providing
spiritual, emotional and monetary assistance.

Like the

nineteenth century settlers who moved westward, these
Mexican and Mexican American pioneers expected hardships as
they traveled north.

Unemployment, deplorable housing and

working conditions, no medical benefits, language problems,
transportation, violence, limited pay and discrimination
based on prejudice represented the major problems that
greeted the newcomers.

Despite the many hardships these

twentieth century pioneers experienced in Northwest Texas,
they exhibited a determination similar to settlers on
earlier frontiers.
Initially Mexicans and Mexican Americans lived in
housing provided by their employers out on the farms, but
eventually labor camps were built to accommodate farm
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workers.

Although living conditions remained poor, even

that did not stop them from moving northward to work in the
fields of Northwest Texas.

By the 1930s networks developed

among the farmworkers and provided a stimulus for the
northwest movement as more and more Hispanics began to
settle permanently in the region.

Labor camps became

crucial to the second stage of frontier development as
contact points for farmworkers.

By the 1930s Mexicans and

Mexican Americans had established small barrios in many of
the towns, yet they remained transients in the eyes of the
Anglo population in Northwest Texas.
The movement from the labor camps into the barrios
marked the beginning of the third stage of this twentieth
century frontier movement.

Since family members worked

together in the fields, when an increasing number of
families moved into town, the older children found work to
help the family.

Young men found what little work they

could as laborers, dishwashers and cooks or other low paying
jobs.

Concentrations of teenage women, often accompanied by

their mothers, worked in egg processing plants like Clary
Poultry and in laundries when farm work could not be found.
Many of these young people refused to return to the fields
after finding work in other businesses.

Slowly, economic

conditions improved somewhat for those Hispanics who could
buy property in the barrios.
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Enterprising Spanish-speaking entrepreneurs and
professionals followed Mexican and Mexican American farm
workers to Northwest Texas.

These Hispanic business people

and professionals came to Northwest Texas for economic
opportunities but they also initiated changes in the
community.

Encouraged by successes in South Texas, members

of LULAC, G-I. Forum, Viva Kennedy Clubs, and COMA organized
new chapters in Northwest Texas from the 1940s to the 1970s
to lead communities in a struggle against social and
political injustices and to promote Mexican American
cultural pride.

Regardless of their contributions some

Hispanic entrepreneurs and professionals like Armando Duran
or Roberto Ruiz became unpopular with customers or workers
for what seemed to be high prices or poor wages.

In the

urban areas Mexican Americans began to experience some
positive changes as their children attended school for
longer periods of time, and a growing minority graduated
from high school and attended college.
The majority of Hispanics continued to depend on either
working the fields locally or going on the migrant trail
during the summer school break.

Farmworkers received few

benefits because of their labor.

Few Mexican Americans

qualified for benefits because they often moved, or lacked
enough knowledge of the English language to take advantage
of available medical or health services.

In 1962 the

Migrant Health Act produced some positive changes.
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Then in

the 1970s agencies such as the United States Department of
Health, Education and Welfare as well as the Texas State
Department of Human Resources aided the needy Mexican
American population with items like food, housing and
schooling.

Mexican Americans took advantage of many of the

state and federally funded programs.
The 1970s proved to be a turning point for the Hispanic
population as its members entered their final phase of
settlement in Northwest Texas.

Spurred on by the earlier

successes of LULAC and the G.I. Forum, Hispanics continued
their efforts at organization to battle their second class
citizenship.

The Chicano Movement in California and the

United Farm Worker Movement led by Cesar Chavez, both rooted
in the late 1960s, influenced activist participation in
Northwest Texas as did the events in Crystal City, Texas.
In Lubbock and Amarillo, Mexican American students organized
Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan.

In Lubbock a

Teatro Chicano formed to deliver a message to the community.
A Brown Beret Chapter also organized and the Hispanic
community in Lubbock had a March of Faith as a form of
protest against city officials and the treatment of Mexican
Americans.
In 1978 the Texas Farm Workers, established in 1975 in
South Texas, sent representatives to organize the poorest
and most needy of the Mexican American population in
Northwest Texas.

Assisted by Texas Rural Legal Aid and the
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various Hispanic communities, the Texas Farm Workers Union
began to alter the poverty-stricken existence of farm
workers and their families.

Almost simultaneously, the

Southwest Voter Registration Education Project based in San
Antonio began to take counties to Northwest Texas to court
to force the adjustment of precinct lines in order to give
the Mexican American population a voice in government.

In

1980 a federal court demanded seven area counties redraw
precinct lines.

The Mexican American vote in Cochran,

Crosby, Dawson, Gaines, Garza, Hockley, and Lynn counties
then gained power.

The success of this organization and

mobilization became clear in the 1980s.
As the decade began, Mexican Americans discovered they
had a "newfound power."

Courted by Democrats and

Republicans, Mexican Americans now had a choice.

In October

of 1980 the Republican National Hispanic Assembly headed by
Jose Ramirez of Lubbock sought to recruit Mexican American
votes for Ronald Reagan, while others like former Catholic
priest Emilio E. Abeyta criticized Republicans for
neglecting minority issues.

To pursue certain issues

Mexican Americans organized into groups like the Business
Development Center of the G.I. Forum, the Guadalupe
Neighborhood Association and the Sheriff's Committee for
Hispanic Community Relations,

Many Hispanic organizations

in the 1980s were short-lived but still served as stepping
stones in bringing these people closer to realizing their
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dreams.

Besides the remarkable growth in the Hispanic

population and the election of Mexican American candidates,
Hispanic newspapers, radio stations, television stations and
even commercials with Hispanic personalities and billboards
written in Spanish appeared in Northwest Texas.

City-wide

September 16th and Cinco de Mayo festivals developed.

As

Mexican Americans became a larger group of consumers in the
Northwest Texas economy, major companies like Anheuser-Busch
and Coors sponsored events for the growing Hispanic
population and worked closely with organizations to offer
scholarships and grants for Hispanic students and
communities.
Differences as well as similarities existed between the
Anglo and Hispanic frontiers.

Anglo settlers on the

American frontier quickly asserted their first class
citizenship supported by United States law, unlike Hispanics
in the Northwest.

A second distinction, and one not

generally recognized until recently by the Anglo community
is the historical fact that Texas had been settled by the
ancestors of Mexican Americans.

Individuals settled both

frontiers in stages searching for a new beginning.

Other

factors that affected the American frontier movement, such
as conditions in older regions, accessibility to the
frontier area and the region, also influenced the Hispanic
2Lubbock Avalanche Journal, April 8, October 16, June
1, August 13, 1980; April 9, October 8, 1981; January 15,
April 17, June 6, 1982.
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migration to Northwest Texas.

Like Turner's pioneers who

"transformed" the frontier, the Hispanic presence clearly
transformed Northwest Texas in the last seventy years.
Turner glorified the frontiersman "as a prophet who dreamed
dreams and beheld visions."

Hispanics sought their own

dreams and visions when they moved to Northwest Texas, but
for these pioneers the struggle did not become fruitful
until late in the twentieth century when their frontier
reached its more settled stages."'

'ibid. , pp. 8, 11.
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Fig. 1.

Map of Northwest Texas Frontier
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THE DIOCESE OF AMARILLO
Fig. 3.

Map of the Diocese of Amarillo, 19.60.
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David Aulllld

Count1 Clerk

Cour1 HOUM

OCTOBIR 24, 1111
YOLANDA i'OHIRO
4111 37TH

LUIIOCX TX

71414

Dear Mr1. Roaero,
Plea•e find enclo1ed a lilt of nama• re1earched in thi•
earli••t reeorde4 hispanic birth• and death•.

office

for

The early 1900'• record• are merely lingle line entriea 10 are aomet1•e• vague iD the amount of information available. The recordl were
al•o tranacr1be4 by hand; 1omatim•• by word of mouth; and it ia obviOUI to me that few doctor•, undertaker•, or clerk• were very faa111ar
with the hi1panic culture at that tiaa, 10 nama• could very ea1ily be
ailapelled or firlt nam•• and 1urname1 rever1ed.
It ia hope4 that the enclo1ad information 11 of
aearch pro;Jeot.
li_Doerely,
DavieS RuiancS,
Deaf ••ttb county Clerk/
Regietrar of Vital ltatilt1CI/
Voter Regietrar

DR/dr
1no1o1ure

199

~enefit

to your

r•-

APPENDIX C
MARCH OF FAITH

200

MARCH OF FAITH
The following is the statement read at the March of
Faith and is taken from Nephtali De Leon's book Chicanes:
Our Background and Our Pride, pp. 72-74.
We are here to challenge and indict a system which has
denied the Chicano his basic human and civil rights.
Violence and brutality have been inflicted on our people in
the name of law and order. We have suffered too long under
a political and social system which promises equality for
all but which deliberately denies to us.
Our demands are based on what is happening in Lubbock.
The city must right these wrongs and the time is now. We
are tired of words and empty promises. We demand action-now.
In the Name of Justice, We Demand:
1. That J. T. Alley, Chief of Police, be replaced by a
competent and humane individual.
2. That Officers Mitchell, Stafford, Daniels, Vaughn,
Dudley, Hargraves, Combs, Bracken, and Officer Badge No. 102
be removed from the police force, because of their recent
behavior.
3. That James Protho and Officer Bartley be replaced
by more competent and qualified training officers.
4. That the Mayor, City Council, the City Zoning and
Planning Commission and judges of all levels of jurisdiciton
be required to read and understand the Bill of Rights, the
U.S. Constitution and the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.
5. That the City Council, the Chief of Police, and all
members of the Lubbock Police Force be required to read,
comprehend, and follow the guidelines set forth in the
Kerner Report.
In the Name of Equal Protection Under the Law, We
Demand:
1. That charges, when filed, be explained fully in
Spanish so that a person's rights under the law be
guaranteed.
2. That experienced, considerate legal assistance be
provided.
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3. That jury selection reflect equal Chicano
representation.
4. That jail conditions be totally reformed to
guarantee basic human rights which have been continually
violated in Lubbock.
5. That a Juvenile Detention and Rehabilitation
Center, separate from the jailhouse, be established without
further delay, and that a Chicano Probation Counselor be
added.
In the Name of Fair Representation and a Real Voice in
City Government, We Demand:
1. That the City Charter be changed to guarantee
Chicano representation.
2. That the Mayor be personally available to hear
Chicano problems and not be represented by an administrative
shadow.
3. That a Citizen's Review Board, armed with full
in"^ -tigative powers, be established to insure fair law
enforcement practices by the police department.
4. That a permanent Human Relations Committee be
established with equal Chicano representation.
In the Name of Equal Employment, We Demand That:
1. An equal employment opportunity commission be
established to remedy existing discriminatory practices.
2. Chicanes occupy 25% of all levels of city
employment.
In the Name of Our Right to an Education, We Demand:
1. That immediate remedies be sought to improve the
85% dropout rate of our Chicano children.
2. That a bilingual-bicultural program at all leels,
implying drastic curriculum changes, be introduced which
will guarantee a proper appreciation of our Chicano
heritage.
3. That standardized testing be adapted to the
language background of our children, and that such tests be
given orally when n^^cessary lii the special education
classes.
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4. That the school system employ Chicanes at all
levels of its oepration and that the special need for
Chicano counselors be recognized.
5. That practices of punishing students who speak
Spanish be immediately forbidden.
6. That an advisory committee to the School Board,
made up of Chicano adults and students, be immediately
established.
7. That Chicanes be represented on the Textbook
Committee that screens all books used by the public schools
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FARMWORKER SONGS AND PRAYERS
Farmworker and organizer, Luis Ordonez sang the
following song during protests and demonstrations.
"Soy Nino Mexicano Americano"
Soy nino Mexicano Americano
condos grandes herencias en mi poder.
Mi herencia Mexicana me inspira
para mejor Americano ser. . . .
Mi future brillante resplandece,
porque soy dueno de grandes capacidades.
Y con mi esfuerzo podre triunfar
si aprovecho de todas mis oportunidates.
Que orgullo siento al poder decir.
Que nino Mexicano Americano soy.
Y grito alegre y con vigor;
Aqui Vengo Mundo, Hasta arriba Voy!
The following poems were placed by farmworkers on
bulletin boards hanging in the Texas rural Legal Aid office
walls at Plainview, Texas.
Transplant
Not long ago--still, years ago, the river roared and
didn't then divide a country-the land perhaps, but not a country.
Cutting, powerful, mighty, and every so often it
overspilled its banks, changing its course,
changing its course. Rio Bravo!
Now mud-choked and slow, a sluggish trickle, and a
laughable joke; now a country it does divide.
On its southern bank, "El Hombre" faces newly
his destine and wonders: should he cross?
Rio Grande!
A place to raise his children with plenty to eat,
money te earn and where they can be united again!
At last! Los Estados Unidos!
"El hombre" looks across the bank and takes his
first step.
Coyotes will take his pay to segurar
his journey across the way.
La Migra lurks and waits . . . it knows
it will get you in the end, sangre mia.
Margarita Hernandez-Ellis
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The Migrant's Prayer
This prayer is dedicated to all migrants, citizens or
otherwise.
This prayer is dedicated to all migrants, citizens or
otherwise who fill our tables with food, who are denied
basic rights, subjected to intense hardships and who a:
suffering irreparable harm as a result of current U.S.
policies for field laborers here in this land of plenty.
I believe that this grace before meals epitomizes the
conditions that have ground the migrant agricultural worker
into a position of subservience and peonage. I offer this
grace before meals to the American public so that they may
realize what their food has cost in terms of human
suffering.
Let Us Pray
Lord, we thank you,
for your great wisdom in seeing
fit to choose our migrants
to be poor, degraded, neglected
workers to feed this prosperous country.
We thank you for the many gifts that have
continued to be bestowed upon them, your chosen people.
For the more than 236,000 school aged children not in
school, we thank you Lord.
For the migrant level of formal education which is less
than half the national average, presently at 2.8 grades of
formal education compared to the normal U.S. at 12.1 grades,
we thank you Lord.
For the average migrant income 75% below the national
average, we thank you Lord.
For the over 50,000 migrant workers and 20,000 dependents
living in unsanitary, dilapidated, dwelling huts, shanties,
abandoned automobiles, chicken coops, we thank you Lord.
For the migrant infant mortality rate two and one-half times
higher than the national average, we thank you Lord.
For the average migrant life expectancy of 49 years, 21 to
23 years below the national average, we thank you Lord.
For the migrant tuberculosis rate 17 times greater than the
national rate and other contagious diseases 5 times higher
than the national average, we thank you Lord.
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For the migrant occupational disease rate due mainly to
pesticide poisoning, for the job accident rate 3 times
higher than the national average, we thank you Lord.
For the contaminated water migrants still have to drink, we
thank you Lord.
For the hundreds of tons of fruits and vegetables that we
plant, weed, cultivate and harvest yet we cannot afford to
eat, we thank you Lord.
For the hundreds of politicians who have no backbones and
love money more than human beings, we thank you Lord.
For all the enforcement agencies who protect property rights
and could care less about human rights, we thank you Lord.
For the countless denials to medical institutions for lack
of money or a regular doctor, to social service agencies,
etc., we thank you Lord.
by Alcario Samudio
Untitled
Puppets on strings, we
live to please.
But can't you feel the
hypocrisy?
Can't you feel the disease?
Blinds us from reality
Deafens our needs.
We are puppets of Freedom
Armed against peace
Strings pulled by
hands
Of faceless beasts.
The giants among us
crunch us like insects
They wear their bloodstained Robes
into the courts of
justice
and with your hand on
the Bible
they send you to Hell.
By Olga Escobedo
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LAW o r r i c K t OF

TEXAS RURAL LEGAL AID. INC.
114 CAST tCVCNTH ST.. t C C O N D FLOOH
P.O. SOX 10 I t
PLAINVIEW. TKXAt 7 0 0 7 1
TCL. 1000) t O S - l l t l

June 28, 19S9

Mrs. Yolanda Romero
4919 37th Street
Lubbock, Texas 79414
Re.i Health of farm workers
Dear Mrs. Romero,
As you know, i am a staff attorney with the Farm Worker
Division of TRLA. Dxiring my years of working for my clients I
have heard countless stories of men, women, and children laboring
in the fields in this area without sufficient water, without
relieving themselves because there were no toilets, taking breaks
and eating lunch in the sun, and spending the day covered with
sweat and dirt becauBe they had no way to wash up before lunch or
at the end of day.
This problem is serious. So serious that standards for
sanitation were adopted by the Texas Department of Health on May
14, 1983. Additional standards were adopted by the United States
Department of Labor on May 1, 1987 which supplement the standards
adopted by the Texas Department of Health.
Unfortunately, these laws have not been enforced because of
budget problems - the government simply does not have tha money
to travel around this area looking for violations of the law.
This financial inability to enforce the laws and the general lack
of education of farm workers about their rights has resulted in
the continued terrible working conditions for the poorest working
people in this country.
These working conditions are deadly.
Heat related illnesses; OSHA estimates that when healthy people
engage in physical Tabor in hot weather without water to drink,
fifty per cent of them will suffer from heat related illnesses:
heat exhaustion, heat cramp.i, or heat stroke. Based on an
analysis of workers' compensation claims, farm workers suffer the
greatest number of heat related illnesses of any occupation—
greater than firemen, miners, and construction workers. Heat
related illnesses can be almost totally eliminated in the farm
worker population by making drinking water available during the
work day. 52 Fed. Reg. at 16055-56.
Communicable diseases; Farm workers transmit many diseases to
Health of farm workers
Page 1
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each other as a result of defecating in the fields. For example,
many viruses and bacteria can live and multiply in the soil for
weeks and months. Farm workers coming in contact with the
contaminated soil contract such illnesses as viral hepatitis,
gastrointestinal diseases and parasites. The rate of parasitic
infection alone among farm workers is equivalent to that of "the
poorest communities in the developing world." By providing field
toilet facilities and breaking the cycle of disease transmission,
OSHA estimates that 142,541 cases of parasitic infections could
be prevented annually. The savings from lost production
attributed solely to workers affected by parasitic infections
would be between $49 and 574 million. Siee Id^ at 16059.
Urinary t^:act diseases: Many farm workers who work in conditions
where toilets are unavailable, Inaccessible, or filthy try to
retain their urine in lieu of urinating in the field. Urine
retention, which is especially harmful to women, frequently leads
to urinary tract infections ("UTl"). In addition, chronic UTI may
result in serious kidney disease. A study comparing farm workers
with the urban poor showed that farm workers suffered 3.5 times
as many cases of UTI. This problem can be substantially
eliminated by making toilet facilities readily available in the
field. See id^ at 16059.
Agrichemical exposure; Farm workers come into contact with a wide
variety ol pesticides and fertilizers in the fields. All too
frequently, farm workers are poisoned by chemicals as a result of
direct spray, drift, splash, and skin contact with chemical
residues or contaminated water. Although data on the number of
chemical poisoning incidents is woefully inadequate, OSHA
estimaLed conservatively that between 80,000-90,000 farm workers
are injured each year by agrichemicals and that 800-1,000 die
annually from these injuries. In addition, exposure to
agrichemicals results in a high incidence of dermatitis among
farm workers — five times higher than the rate of incidence
among the general population. In sum, farm workers
suffer the
highest rate of chemical injury of any occupational group. Having
clean water available to immediately flush the skin or eyes after
exposure can substantially reduce the rate of Injury. See id. at
16059-61.
The unnecessary health problems of farm workers are
sometimes treated locally by doctors and hospitals. Tha problems
may also be endured until the workers return to tha Rio Grande
Valley and more serious health problems develop. Obviously, the
more responsible position would be for local agricultural
employers to voluntarily comply with field sanitation laws. This
has yet to happen. The next best thing would be for our
government to adequately fund the Texas Department of Health and
OSHA so that they can aggressively enforce tha law. In this time
of massive budget cuts it ia apparent that farm workers simply do
not have the political clout to demand such funding.
There is, however, a reasonable alternative that may assist
our government in enforcing the laws passed by our elected
Health of farm workers
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officials. We can all simply report violations of the l~w by
notifyinq the government of the date, time, and place of the
suspected violation so that it can conduct a fair investiQation
and enforce the law. Such a report would only take a couple of
minutes on the phone or it could be mailed.
I have enclosed a form report for your use. This aimple •ct
of reportinq will benefit the men, women, and children who labor
in the fields. Without your help, it is painfully clear that
these well-intentioned laws to provide decent workinq conditions
for farm workers and to help them survive their years toilinq in
the fields will continue to be a cruel charade,
One of the measure! of any society is how it treats the
weak- the children, aged, mentally ill, and the poor. Our elected
officials have taken the leqal step towards protecting the
poorest working folks in our nation. It is necessary for the
citizens of this area to aid our government in enforcinq these
lawa.
I hope you will keep this form in your car ae you travel
around this area. If you have have the opportunity, please
distribute this letter and the fo~~ to any or9anizationa at Texas
Tech who may be interestd in helpinq farm workers. I am sure the
me~bars of those orqani?.ations will reco~nize the need to
participate in enforcinq this humane law to protect far~ workers.
If you have any questions, please give me a call. If you do
decide to help the farm workers, I would appreciate it very ~ueh
if you would let me know.
Huchas gracias.

Steptfen c. Hcln~tr
AttnrnAy

enclo1urer

FIELD SANITATION COMPLAINT FORM

Health of farm workers
Paqe l
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January 22, 1980
CongraiMian Kant Hanca
Houia of Raprtiantatlvai
Washington, D.C.
Ettlmado Kant,
I was dliturbad to laa your racant crltfeal corrmanti concarntng tha »*ork of tha
Taxai «ural Lagal Aid program In Htraford.
Your ccwmanti ara aipaclally disturbing aftar noting that all tha lawsuits which hava
fetcn f i l t d by TRLA ara meant to regain or establish basic hunan righu which have
been denied to Hereford residents for so long.
I do not think that lawsuits are filed just to provoke but are filed as a last
resort after all alternatives have been exausted or after continual violations are
occurring without regard to the laws of the land. I am sbre you as a la»<yer
uilerstand this.
Such Is the case In Hereford. Farmworkers's salaries were not cut recently below
minimum wage but rather farmworkers have been continually exploited by growers
In the area. Belag paid less than the minimum wage Is the norm rather than the
exception In Hereford. This has been a violation of human rights which TRLA has
been forced to bring to the courts In order to correct.
Another case filed by TRLA <entiiensjthe Junjust falllno of an American citizen for
3 days because he "looked mexican." An Junjust and Illegal act such as this should
not be applauded but the responsible person should be castigated to the fullest
extent of the law. This Is was TRLA Is atteirptlng to do.
By far tha most disturbing thing to us Is to see that TRLA Is being critlclied
for filing a suit against the Olfrmltt Hospital and those Involved In the case
In which a 3 month old child died. The child died because he was denied admission
Into a hospital. Again a very basic hum^n right was denied. A child's right to
l i f e was denied I laysd^ffobafore the International Year of the Child began.
I applaud and cheer the efforts of TRLA to bring Justice to the people Involved.
I connend TRLA for standing up against those who would continue to deny people's
human rights. I thank TRLA for what I hope you as a congressman and as a representative of the people do also, defend the Constitution and the Bill of Rights
of the United SUtas of America.
Sincaramenta,
Bidal Aguero
Amioo Pubtlcotloni • 1636 Moln • Lubbock. Texas 79401 • PhoAa 80^763-3841 • Bldof Aguara Prwkifvit
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T O P : Fe Ilpe Garcia
and wife C r e s e n c i a
and three d a u g h t e r s ,
G r a n d m a M a t i l d e Garcia
to left of c o u p l e , and
F e l i p e ' s Aunt
G u l l l e r m i n a to right,
San A n t o n i o , T e x a s ,
1923
TO L E F T : U n i d e n t i f i e d
M e x i c a n A m e r i c a n girl
in First Communion
a t t i r e , late 1920s

Fig.

4.

Family

Scenes.
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Edward Ochoa, Jr., and Rosa Garza Lopez known as
"la Colorada" because of her natural auburn hair,
Guadalupe barrio, Lubbock, Texas, summer 1965

Clary Poultry employees, Lubbock, Texas, early
Fig. 5.

Youth and Women Workers.
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Newspaper and Dance.
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BJdal Aguero at July 4th City of Lubbock celebration, 1992

Wedding celebration of Mary Cantu and Gerardo Rangel, July
1971, Koko Inn, Lubbock, Texas, left to right Joe and Pajita
R a m i r e z , unidentified couple, Bertha and Felipe Garcia.
Fiq.

10. Bidal Aguero and Wedding.
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Lucas Truj i 1 lo
and Teatro
Ch icano posters

Fig. 11.

Teatro Chicano

Posters
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