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. yZ In the decade of the l870's the Indian menace on 

the frontiers of Texas was swept aside. With it removed, 

settlers surged forward to convert western Texas from a 

wilderness into a land of cattle ranches, productive farms, 

and prosperous cities. Colonel Ranald Slidell Mackenzie, 

a frail, young cavalryman, more than any other perhaps was 

responsible for the subjection of the Indian tribes, but 

he remained for many years a comparatively obscure figure 

in the history of the West. Every schoolboy is familiar 

with the exploits of General George Custer, who won fame in 

ignominious defeat; towns are named for other notable fig

ures, some whose deeds were of minor importance, but only 

a small state park preserves the memory of the gallant 

Mackenzie. 

In recent years, however, students have recognized 

the significance of Mackenzie's accomplishments and the 

need for a scholarly examination of his role in the con

quest of the American West. Because of the enormous scope 

of the subject, only a segment has been selected for study. 

It is the purpose of this thesis to present the story of 

Mackenzie's expedition of l873 against renegade Indians 

in Mexico who were making life and property insecure in 

Texas, and of his campaî ais of l874 that culminated in the 

final defeat of the Comanches and Kiowas. Much of the In

formation in the work is from War Det artment records 

ii 
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hitherto overlooked by historians. 

I wish to express my appreciation to Professor S. V. 

Connor and the staff of The Southwest Collection for their 

assistance in obtaining materials and to Mrs. Kay Irwin for 

her many suggestions for the improvement of the manuscript 

in grammar and style. I am especially indebted to Professor 

Ernest V/allace, who provided much of the source material 

for the study, and who gave unstlntlngly of his time in jts 

direction. Without his wise counsel and challenging but 

kind criticism, the project would not have been possible. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE INDIAN PROBLEM ON THE WEST TEXAS FRONTIER, I865-I872 

From the beginning of Anglo-American migration until 

1875, the frontier of Texas suffered under the attacks of 

Indian war parties. The Comanches, who ruled the lands be

tween the cross-timber belt and the Pecos River, saw the ad

vancing wave of civilization not only as a source of plunder 

but as a threat to their sovereignty. Joined by Kiowas and 

occasionally by other tribes, they repeatedly pillaged the 

settlements, burning homes, scalping inhabitants, and steal

ing livestock. The individual, frontiersman stood little 

chance against the powerful, we11-organized raids; survival 

demanded a government-supported defense system. The primary 

role in the defense system was played by the United States 

Array. 

When Texas joined the Union, it was understood that 

the United States would assume the responsibility of pro

tecting her frontier, but it was not until after the Treaty 

of Guadalupe Hidalgo that the Federal government made any 

effort to do so. In l849 it established west of the line 

of settlement defense posts at intervals extending from 

Duncan at Eagle Pass on the Rio Grande through Fredericks

burg and Fort Worth to Fort Washita across the Red River in 

Indian Territory. By i860 the line of defense, having ad

vanced about one hundred miles, included forts Belknap in 
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Young County, Phantom Hill north of Abilene, Chadbourne in 

Coke County, McKavett on the boundary of Schleicher and 

Menard counties, Terrett in Sutton County, Wood in Edwards 

County, and Clark at Brackettvllle. The posts, however, 

did not prevent depredations. Since the garrisons were 

small, widely separated, and often manned by infantrymen 

who were not effective farther than a "gunshot" from their 

garrison, mounted Indian raiders slipped between the forts, 

committed their atrocities, and fled to safety before the 

army could move. 

Secession of Texas in February, I86I, placed the bur

den of frontier defense upon the state. By mld-Aprll the 

2 

Federals had surrendered the forts and departed. Minute-

men companies assumed responsibility until December when, 

seeking a more permanent arrangement, the legislature cre

ated the Texas Frontier Regiment. Since raids had dimin

ished somewhat, the regiment with only 1,O89 men, although 

poorly disciplined and hampered by lack of supplies, pro

vided effective protection for eighteen months. By the 

summer of I863, however, transfers into the Confederate 

service had decreased its efficiency, its financial burden 

William C. Holden, "Frontier Defense, l846-l860," 
West Texas Historical Association Year Book, VI (June, 
1930), 35-63. 

2 
War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the 

Union and Conrederate Armies""(l30 vols.; Washington, lb8l-
1901),""Series I, I, 5 0 ^ 



r 
upon the state had Increased, and reorganization of some 

type had become essential. Consequently, in December the 

legislature provided for mllita companies, and in March 

of 1864, the new units, a force of about four thousand 

frontiersmen, assumed the task of defense and served until 

the end of the war.-̂  

The frontier as a whole fared comparatively well 

throughout the war years. Although depredations continued, 

sometimes quite bold and more numerous toward the last, 

the settlers "forted-up" and held on. The greatest terror 

was to come in the next two years, 1866 and I867. 

At the close of the civil conflict the United States 

faced the prospect of a major war with all of the Plains 

Indians. Although both Confederate and Union governments 

had made treaties with them, by 1864 the tribes were creat

ing widespread disturbances. While in the north Cheyennes 

and Arapahoes attacked emigrant trains on the northern route 

to Denver, Comanches and Kiowas raided in the south along 

the Arkansas River, along the Santa Fe Trail, and in Texas.^ 

^ William C. Holden, "Frontier Defense in Texas dur
ing the Civil War," West Texas Historical Association Year 
Book, IV (June, 1928), I6-3I. 

4 
Holden, "Frontier Defense in Texas during the Civil 

War," 31. 

R. N. Richardson, The Comanche Barrier to South 
Plains Settlement (Glendale, Calif., 1933J, 2^3-"^ (here
after cited as Richardson, Comanche Barrier). 



To meet the challenge of the Insolent tribesmen, the anny 

launched a campaign from New Mexico; Christopher (Kit) 

Carson in late November led a retaliatory attack, driving 
6 

the Comanches and Kiowas eastward. However, the pleas 

of J. H. Leavenworth, Indlsm Agent at Fort Lamed, Kansas, 

supported by the report of a congressional peace commission 

which claimed that the cost of an Indian war would be pro-

7 

hlbitlve, prevented any further military action. The ad

ministration decided that treaties were the best means of 

achieving peace. 

After preliminary negotiations by Leavenworth during 

the summer of I865, representatives of the Kiowas, KLowa-

Apaches, and some of the Comanche bands on October 18 in 

the Treaties of the Little Arkansas agreed to maintain pei*-

petual peace and to accept a reservation as their permanent 

home. On its part the government pledged to provide an-
8 

nultles. The treaty did little to insure the safety of 

"Reports of Colonel Christopher Carson," December 
4, 1864, War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the 
Union and'^nTe'derate^Rrmies, Series I, XLI, Parr"l7~5"39-942 

7 
Leavenworth to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Jan

uary 9, February 19, May 6, and May 10, I865, in Commissione 
of Indian Affairs, "Report," October 3I, 1865, 39 Cong., 1 
Sess., House Exec. Doc. I (Washington, I865), 572-575; Sen
ator J. R. Doolittle to President of the United States, 
June 11, 1865, in ibid., 576. 

o 
Charles J. Kappler (ed.), Indian Affairs, Laws, and 

Treaties (2d ed., 3 vols.), II, 57 Cong., 1 Sess., Senate 
Doc. 45^ (Washington, 1904), 887-895. 



the frontier. Since the reservation assigned the Kiowas 

and Comanches included the Panhandle of Texas, state lands 

beyond the jurisdiction of the Federal government, Texans 
9 

ignored the agreement. Furthermore, many Comanche and 

Kiowa bands not represented at the council refused to be 

bound by the negotiations, and some of the signatory chiefs 

could not always control their braves. Consequently, the 

only significant accomplishment of the treaty was the re-
10 

lease of a few captives. 

The tempo of the raids in Texas after the treaty, 

instead of diminishing, actually Increased. In April, 

1866, the Waco Register claimed that "not more than one-

flfth of the old ranches are occupied . . . the whole coun-

try seems to be in a desperate condition. . . . The re

port was not exaggerated. From January, I865, to July, I867, 

9 The reservation was restricted within a line be
ginning at the northwest corner of New Mexico, thence south 
to the southeast corner of the state, thence northeast to 
a point on Red River opposite the mouth of the North Fork, 
thence down the Red to the ninety-eighth meridian, thence 
due north to the Cimarron River, thence up the Cimarron 
to the southern boundary of Kansas and thence west to the 
place of beginning. 

Ernest Wallace, "The Habitat and Range of the 
Kiowa, Comanche, and Apache Indians before I867" (unpub
lished MS, 482 pp., Lubbock, Texas, 1959), 438. 

Register (Waco, Texas), April 21, I866, quoted in 
Carl Coke Rister, "Texas Frontier Defense, I865-I88I" (un
published MS, l44 pp., Abilene, Texas, n. d.; copy. The 
Southwest Collection, Texas Technological College, Lubbock, 
Texas), 29. 



Indians killed 163 settlers, wounded 24, carried 44 into 

12 
captivity, and stole nearly 40,000 head of livestock. 

For a time the Federal government was Indifferent to 

pleas for protection. When Governor J. W. Throckmorton pe

titioned for permission to raise a regiment of volunteers 

in September, I866, General Philip H. Sheridan, commander 

of the Department of the Gulf, which included Texas, re

fused, observing that the raids were "not very alarming . 

. . the Governor, to some extent, has been influenced by 

the exaggerated reports." -̂  An investigator sent to Texas 

by Sheridan suggested that many people leaving the frontier 

were doing so "to better their condition . . . not from any 
l4 

fear they may have of Indians." 

In 1867, however, at last recognizing the extent of 

the depredations, the army began to establish and to re-

occupy a number of forts. By I868 a line of permanent posts 

from the Red Pliver to the Rio Grande included forts Richard

son, Griffin, Concho, McKavett, Clark, Duncan, Mcintosh, and 

Brown. Another, including forts Davis, Quitman, and Bliss, 

extended to the west; Belknap, Phantom Hill, and Chadbourne 

'^^ "Report of the Adjutant General of Texas. I882, " 
quoted in Rister, "Texas Frontier Defense, I865-I88I," 35. 

•̂•̂  Throckmorton to Sheridan, September 26, 1866, 46 
Cong., 2 Sess., Senate Exec. Doc. 74 (Washington, 1880), 
22; Rister, "Texas Frontier Defense, I865-I88I," 33. 

George A. Forsyth to Sheridan, November 2, I866, 
46 Cong., 2 Sess., Senate Doc. 74, 23. 



15 were reoccupled temporarily as sub-posts. 

The return of the soldiers did not stop the raids. 

Not only did pre-war military deficiencies still prevail, 

but the army was now more concerned with Reconstruction in 

the thickly populated areas of Texas. Colonel J. J. 

Reynolds, commander of the military forces in Texas, re

ported as late as 1868 that he had withdrawn troops from 

the frontier because "bold, wholesale murdering in the in

terior of the state seems at present to present a more ur-

gent demand for troops than Indian depredations." 

Realizing that relations with the tribes were un

satisfactory, the administration in the autumn of 1866 sent 

two special agents, Charles Bogy and W. R. Irwin, to in

vestigate the situation on the southern Plains. The agents 

•̂ ^ Rister, "Frontier Defense, I865-I881, " 36-43. 
The location and dates of occupation of each fort were as 
follows: Richardson, at Jacksboro, established I866, aban
doned 1867, reoccupled February I868; Griffin, fourteen 
miles north of Albany, established July 3I, I067, Concho, 
at San Angelo, established December 4, I867; McKavett, 
sixty-five miles southeast of San Angelo, reoccupled April 
1, 1868; Stockton, at Fort Stockton, reoccupled July 7, 
1867; Davis, at Fort Davis, reoccupled July 1, I867; Quit
man, fifty-five miles south of El Paso, reoccupled January 
1, 1868; Bliss, at El Paso, reoccupled March 1, I867; Brown, 
at Brownsville, reoccupled July 1, I865; Clark, at Brackett
vllle, December 10, I866; Mcintosh, at Laredo, reoccupled 
March 8, I867; Duncan, at Eagle Pass, reoccupled March 23, 
1868. 

Secretary of War, "Report," November 20, I868, 
40 Cong., 3 Sess., House Exec. Doc. I, pt. Ill (Washington, 
1869), xvi-xvii. 
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reported that the Kiowas and Comanches were violating the 

Treaty of the Little Arkansas, that annuity goods were over

priced and of poor quality, and that the army was utterly 

ignorant of the proper method of dealing with the Indians. 

Still anxious to avoid a costly war. Congress by an 

act of July 20, I867, established another peace commission. 

Amidst colorful ceremonies and Impressive displays of 

strength the following October, representatives of the Comar 

ches, Kiowas, and Kiowa-Apaches met the commissioners on 

Medicine Lodge Creek in Kansas and signed the Treaties of 

Medicine Lodge Creek, the last ever made with the southern 

Plains tribes. After pledging to maintain perpetual peace 

with the whites, they accepted a reservation bounded on the 

east by the ninety-eighth meridian, on the south by the Red 

River, on the west by the North Fork of the Red, and on the 

north by the Washita River to a point thirty miles west of 

Fort Cobb, thence due west to the North Fork. In return 

the government promised to provide annuities, schools, and 

18 
farming implements. 

These treaties no more ended the depredations than 

the previous. To the Comanches and Kiowas, accustomed to 

the freedom of the Plains, the reservations, encompassing 

Richardson, Comanche Barrier, 296. 

•̂^ Kappler, Indian Affairs, Laws, and Treaties, as 
cited, 977-989. 



only 5,547 square miles, appeared too small; furthermore, 

the Indians did not want houses, farms, or schools. On its 

part the government failed to fulfill its promise of an

nuities. But perhaps more Important, many prominent Kiowa 

and Comanche chiefs did not sign the treaty. The warlike 

19 

KWahadi Comanches were not represented at all. By mid

summer of 1869 slightly less than one thousand Comanches 

and about one thousand Kiowas had moved to the reservation; 

an estimated fifteen hundred Comanches and an undetermined 
20 

number of Kiowas refused to come in. Meanwhile, no less 

than forty raiding parties Invaded Texas, killing forty or 

fifty people, capturing more than forty women and children, 

21 
and stealing thousands of horses. Apparently the "peace 

policy" had not succeeded. 

Many observers felt that the failure could be attrib

uted in part to the inefficiency and corruption within the 

Indian Bureau. Therefore, Congress in the spring of I869 

created a permanent board of commissioners to oversee the 

activities of the office. At the same time President U. S. 

" Avonlee Fentress English. "United States-Southern 
Plains Indian Relations, I865-I868 ' (unpublished Master's 
thesis. Department of History, Texas Technological College, 
1962), 132-136. 

20 
General W. B. Hazen, Camp Wichita, Indian Terri

tory, to General W. T. Sherman, June 30, I869, in Commis
sioner of Indian Affairs, "Report," December 23, I869, 4l 
Cong., 2 Sess., House Exec. Doc. I, pt. Ill (Washington, 
1869), 835-836. 

^ Ibid. 
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Grant, heeding the suggestion of a committee of the Orthodox 

Friends of the United States (Quakers), adopted the prac

tice of appointing religious men to serve as Indian agents, 

thus inaugurating the program known as the "Quaker peace 

22 

policy." Firmly rejecting the use of force, the idealis

tic Friends believed that kind and honest treatment and ed

ucation would civilize the savages. However, they made 

little progress with the recalcitrant tribesmen. Many bands 

still refused to move to the reservation; others who did 

continued to plunder Texas settlements. 

Several factors contributed to the failure of the 

"Quaker peace policy." On the reservation rations were 

poor and short; farming operations were unsuccessful; and 
2^ 

sickness plagued the agencies. A more serious hindrance 

was the bribery adopted to placate the renegades. The 

agents paid rewards for the return of white captives, of

ten allowed marauders to retain stolen stock, or sometimes 

even doled out additional annuities to secure the promise 

of good behavior. Bands which remained peaceful received 

only the usual amount. Since this policy rewarded evil, 

it scarcely could have Induced good conduct. Although one 

of the most practical Quaker agents in the service, Lawrie 

^^ Lawrie Tatum, Our Red Brothers (Philadelphia, 
1899), xvii-xviii. 

^ Richardson, Comanche Barrier, 327-335. 
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Tatum at Fort Sill, condemned the practice, it nevertheless 

24 
continued for several years. 

Encouraged by bribery and unpunished for their mis

deeds, depredating Comanches and Kiowas grew more Insolent 

and daring in I870. A resident of Fort Concho wrote in 

February that "Indians are bolder . . . than they have been 

25 
in years." A few months later the San Antonio Express 

reported that "twenty-seven Indian chiefs . . . are on the 

war path. . . . ̂ ort Sill Indians/ have already killed nine 

men besides wounding others . . . repulsed the military in 

two engagements . . . ̂ n d / in one week . . . from the coun

ties of Parker, Wise, and Denton carried off one hundred 

26 

and eighty-nine head of horses." Nor did the tribes re

strict their raids to Texas. Striking an agency cornfield 

at Port Sill in May, a band of Comanches killed one man 

and stole twenty to thirty horses. On two occasions the 

next month Kiowas attacked the agency, killing one man. 

24 
Lawrie Tatum, Indian Agent, KLowa and Comanche 

Agency, to Enoch Hoag, Superintendent of Indian Affairs, 
August 12, 1870, in Commissioner of Indian Affairs, "Re
port, " October 3I, I870, 4l Cong., 3 Sess., House Exec. 
Doc. I, pt. V (Washington, I870), 724-729. 

San Antonio Express, n. d., letter dated, Febru
ary 10, 1 8 7 ^ quoted in C. C. Rister (ed.), "Early Accounts 
of Indian Depredations," West Texas Historical Association 
Year Book, II (June, 1926), 21. 

26 
San Antonio Express, August 9, 1870, auoted in 

Rister, "EarTy Accounts of Indian Depredations,' 28. 
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27 wounding another, and stealing seventy-one mules. Thus, 

the events of the year proved beyond doubt that force must 

be used to keep the Indians at peace and on the reservation. 

The stories of the Indian atrocities of 1870 brought 

General of the Army W. T. Sherman the following spring to 

the frontier. After Inspecting forts McKavett, Concho, and 

Griffin, he arrived at Fort Richardson on May 17, I871. 

The next afternoon a teamster limped to the post with a 

story that shocked even hardened frontiersmen. A party of 

Kiowas had attacked Henry Warren's wagon train near Salt 

Creek, twenty-two miles southwest of Richardson, killing 

seven members. The victims had been horribly mutilated, 

one being tied to a wagon wheel and burned while possibly 

still alive. General Sherman easily could have been a vic

tim, since his party had passed over the trail only a few 

hours before the massacre. The General immediately ordered 

Colonel Ranald Slidell Mackenzie, the new commander of the 

Fourth Cavalry who was at Fort Richardson, to pursue the 

marauders with a strong force of cavalry. If the Indians 

' Tatum to Hoag, August 12, I870, as cited. 

28 
"Medical History of the Post, Fort Richardson. 

Texas, I867-I878," War Records Division, Record Group 9^, 
Adjutant Generals Office, National Archives, Washington, 
D. C. (microfilm copy. The Southwest Collection, Texas Tech
nological College, Lubbock, Texas), I, 217 (hereafter cited 
as "Medical History of Fort Richardson;" unless otherwise 
noted all materials cited from the National Archives may be 
found on microfilm copies in The Southwest Collection). 
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entered the reservation, heretofore beyond the jurisdic

tion of military forces in Texas, Mackenzie was to follow 

29 
them. 

Mackenzie, who had recently transferred to Richard

son, was an ideal choice for the assignment. The son of 

a strong-minded naval officer, young Mackenzie graduated 

from West Point in l862 at the head of his class. Report

ing at once for duty with the Army of the Potomac, he 

spent the next two years in the Corps of Engineers. Ap

pointed commander of the Second Connecticut Heavy Artillery 

in 1864, by the end of the war he had been wounded five 

times, had received seven brevets for gallantry, and had 

risen to the rank of brevet brigadier general in the regu

lar army. After the war he returned to the Corps of En

gineers as a captain. Promoted two years later to colonel, 

he was given command of the Forty-first Infantry and trans

ferred to Texas. When the army was reorganized in I869, he 

moved to the Twenty-fourth Infantry, serving in that regi

ment until the autumn of I87O. While on special duty in 

the East, he was appointed on December 15, 1870, as colonel 

of the Fourth Cavalry. After a few weeks at Fort Concho, 

he moved the headquarters of the regiment to Fort Richardson 

29 
Robert G. Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie 

(New York, I96I), 80-82; "MeHTcaTlll story of Fort Richard -
son," I, 217. 
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30 
on March 27, 1871. His personal traits as well as his 

experience qualified him for the command. Although irri

table in temper and stern in discipline, he had the respect 

31 
of his men. Described by U. S. Grant as "the most prom
ising young officer in the Army," the thirty-one-year old 

colonel sent in pursuit of the culprits was aggressive, 

32 
intelligent, and determined. The regiment he led was one 

of seasoned Indian fighters. Created in 1855, the Fourth 

was stationed in Kansas until the outbreak of the Civil War, 

During the conflict it was in action seventy-six times in 

33 Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Georgia. After the 

war General Sheridan moved the regiment to Texas where it 

served along the Rio Grande and along the northwestern 

frontier. Most of its officers and men were veterans of 

the Civil War. Although off-duty they were rough, unruly, 

and Intemperate, in the field they were disciplined. 

^^ John H. Dorst, "Ranald Slidell Mackenzie," in 
Twentieth Annual Reunion of the Association Graduates of 
the United States Military AcaH'emy, 10^9 (East Saginaw, 
MTchigan, 1««9J, Appendix, 1-9 (hereafter cited as Dorst, 
"Mackenzie"); ''Military Service of Ranald S. Mackenzie," 
War Records Division, Adjutant Generals Office, File Number 
1149, Accounts Personal, l884. National Archives. 

•̂̂  Robert G. Carter, The Old Sergeant's Story (New 
York, 1926), 17-18. 

^ Ulysses S. Grant, Personal Memoirs of U. S. Grant 
(2 vols.; New York, I886), II, 5^1. 

James Parker, The Old Army Memories (Philadelphia, 
1929), 20. 
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courageous, and capable. 

Plagued by heavy rains which had obliterated the 

trail, Mackenzie was unable to catch the renegades, but 

when he arrived at Fort Sill on June 4, he found that they 

were already imprisoned. A few days earlier a number of 

Kiowa chiefs returning to the agency for rations had boasted 

of the atrocity to Lawrie Tatum. Tatum at once had notified 

General Sherman, who had arrived at Sill from Richardson. 

Sherman had ordered the arrest of the chiefs, and although 

Black Eagle had escaped, Satanta, Satank, and Big Tree had 

34 been taken into custody. 

Deciding to turn the raiders over to Texas civil 

authorities, Sherman Instructed Mackenzie to deliver the 

prisoners to Jacksboro. A month later Satanta and Big 

Tree (Satank having been killed in an attempted escape on 

the journey from Sill to Texas) were condemned to death by 

a Jack County jury. However, Governor E. J. Davis, heeding 

the pleas of Tatum, who believed that Imprisonment would do 

more to pacify the truculent tribesmen, and of others, who 

feared an Indian war of reprisal, commuted the sentences to 

life imprisonment.35 

3^ Colonel J. J. Reynolds, "Annual Report of the De
partment of Texas," September 30, I87I, in Secretary of War. 
"Report," 1871, 42 Cong., 2 Sess., House Exec. Doc. I, pt. 
I (Washington, 1872), 64-66; Tatum,"7^uF"Red Brothers, 115-
121; Carl Coke Rister, Fort Griffin on the Texas Frontier 
(Norman, 1956), 82-83. 

35 Reynolds, "Annual Report of the Department of 
Texas," September 30, I871, as cited; Tatum, Our Red 
Brothers, 115-121. 
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The massacre of the teamsters caused the anny to 

abandon its policy of defense. Colonel Mackenzie advised 

General Shennan that the marauders "must be punished or 

they must be allowed to murder and rob at their own dlscre-
fi36 

tlon. Agent Tatum also was now convinced that force 

37 should be used against the savages. Sherman concurred 

and Instructed that all Indians found off the reservation 
oO 

be driven back to the agencies. The Kiowas of Kicking 

Bird, who had fled the reservation with the mules stolen 

from the wagon train, were the first to feel the effects 

of the new policy. Ordered to drive the band back to the 

reservation and to recover the stock, Mackenzie marched 

from Fort Richardson in early August, crossed the Red River, 

and moved up the North Fork of the Red River to the mouth 

of Sweetwater Creek, where, after receiving a mysterious 

message, he abandoned the pursuit and returned to Richard

son. Although he failed to punish the fugitive Kiowas, 

the band, warned by advocates of the Quaker policy, sneaked 

back to the reservation and surrendered the stolen prop

erty. ̂ ^ 

Mackenzie to Sherman, June 15, I87I, quoted in 
W. S. Nye, Carbine and Lance (Norman, 1938), 191. 

•̂  Richardson, Comanche Barrier, 345. 

^ Sherman to Mackenzie, n. d., quoted in Carter, 
On the Border with Mackenzie, 88-89. 

39 Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 105-148. 
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Colonel Mackenzie in the autumn returned to the field 

in search of the hideouts of the Kwahadls—the most independ

ent band of the Comanches which had never gone to the reser

vation. By late September his force, consisting of eight 

companies of the Fourth Cavalry, two companies of the Eleventh 

Infantry, and about thirty Tonkawa scouts, had assembled at 
40 Camp Cooper. Prom Cooper the expedition on October 3 moved 

west across California and Paint creeks, crossed the Double 

Mountain Pork of the Brazos, and thence traced a course par

allel to the Salt Pork of the Brazos to Duck Creek, a tribu

tary entering the Salt Fork ten miles west of present Jay-

ton. 

After establishing a supply camp on Duck Creek, the 

command marched to a point on the Freshwater Pork of the 

Brazos near the mouth of Blanco Canyon. The Tonkawas re

ported early on the afternoon of October 10 that they had 

"Tabular Statement of Expeditions and Scouts 
against Indians, etc., made in the Department of Texas dur
ing the Year ending September 30, 1872," Records of the War 
Department, Department of Texas, Adjutant Generals Office, 
Record Group 94, File Number 4099, I872, National Archives, 
Washington, D. C. (copy in possession of Ernest Wallace, 
Lubbock, Texas; hereafter cited as "Tabular Statement of 
Expeditions and Scouts, I87I-I872"). Hereafter reference 
to material in the National Archives will be abbreviated : 
W. D., Records of the War Department; D. T., Department of 
Texas; R. G., Record Group; A. G. 0., Adjutant Generals 
Office. 

4l r 
Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 159-162. 

The Freshwater Forir~oFThe Brazos today is named the White 
River, 



18 

discovered a trail leading to a Kwahadl village in the can

yon. That night a band of shrieking Kwahadls led by Quanah 

Parker struck Mackenzie's camp, stampeding sixty-six 

horses. After a skirmish the next day in which one soldier 

was killed, the troops followed the trail up Blanco Canyon 

42 
to a hastily deserted village. In close pursuit, they 

climbed the wall of the canyon onto a "vast, almost illimit

able expanse of prairie. As far as the eye could reach, 

not a bush or tree, not a twig or stone, not an object of 

43 
any kind or living thing was in sight." ̂  For the first 

time Mackenzie was on the Staked Plains. 

Following the well-marked trail that led toward the 

northwest, the column had just gotten within sight of the 

fleeing Indians when a rain mixed with sleet turned into a 

blinding snowstorm. Realizing that his men, dressed in 

summer uniforms, could not long endure the cold. Colonel 

Mackenzie reluctantly abandoned the chase only to meet 

another misfortune. While returning through Blanco Canyon 

to his camp, he was wounded in a skirmish with two stray 

44 
Comanches. After scouting without success along the 

Pease River for a few days, the command returned to Fort 

4 2 II 

"Tabular Statement of Expeditions and Scouts, 
1871-1872." 

3 Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 187-I88. 

44 
Ibid., 189-198. 
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45 
Richardson on November 19. Although Mackenzie had failed 

to punish the Kwahadls, he had learned much about the coun

try and Indian warfare—knowledge that was to prove invalu

able in future campaigns. 

To accelerate the assault against Indian marauders, 

the War Department in January replaced the incompetent com

mander of the Department of Texas, J. J. Reynolds, with 

General C. C. Augur, who had been in command of the Depart

ment of the Platte. When he took command. Augur instructed 

his officers to "be not content with a mere formal pursuit 

. . . but see that a vigorous, determined, and continued 

effort, even to the point of privation . . ."be made. 

A stroke of good fortune aided the troops in carry

ing out their assignment. In an early attack on a party 

of raiders, a detachment of the Fourth Cavalry from Fort 

47 Concho captured a Comanchero, Polonls Ortiz. ' After some 

hesitation, Ortiz disclosed the place where he and his com

rades met the Comanches to trade arms and other goods for 

stolen cattle. The rendezvous was the valley which extends 

45 -"̂  Tabular Statement of Expeditions and Scouts, 
1871-1872." 

46 
C. C. Augur, "Annual Report of the Department of 

Texas," September 28, I872, W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, 4099 
A. G. 0. I072, National Archives (copy in possession of 
Ernest Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). 

47 
Comancheros were traders from New Mexico, usually 

Mexicans, who carried on an illicit business with the Plains 
Indians, exchanging arms, ammunition, liquor, and other 
articles for hides and often for stolen Texas cattle. 
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from near present Gall southeast almost to present Snyder, 

known as Mucha-Que. He also told the skeptical cavalrymen 

about a we11-watered wagon road crossing the Staked Plains 

48 

into New Mexico. A search of Mucha-Que by Captain Napo

leon B. McLaughlin and a detachment of the Fourth Cavalry 

confirmed part of the Comanchero's story. Although no In

dians were found, the troops discovered the site of a re

cently abandoned village of 15O to 200 lodges.^ 

In May General Augur ordered Colonel Mackenzie to 

move against both the cattle thieves from New Mexico and 

the Indian marauders. With a strong force—six companies 

of cavalry, four infantry companies, thirty-two supply wag

ons, and twenty scouts—in early July Mackenzie established 
50 

a supply camp on the Freshwater Fork of the Brazos. While 

waiting for additional supplies, he sent Captain McLaughlin 

and two companies of the Fourth to search Mucha-Que again, 

and taking the other four cavalry companies, he explored 

48 
Major John Hatch, Fort Concho, to Departmental 

Headquarters, April 15 and May 21, I872, W. D., D. T., R. G. 
98, A. G. 0., 1871, National Archives (copy in possession 
of Ernest Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). 

Captain N. B. McLaughlin, Fort Concho, "Report of 
Scout," May 15, I872, W. D., R. G. 98, A. G. 0., I385 D. T. 
1872, National Archives (copy in possession of Ernest 
Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). 

50 
"Tabular Statement of Expeditions and Scouts, 

1871-1872;" Special Orders 102, May 3I, l872, W. D., D. T., 
R. G. 98, National Archives (copy in possession of Ernest 
Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). 
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along the base of the Caprock north to the Red River. By 

late July both detachments had returned to Camp Supply with-

51 
out locating any hostiles. 

Complying with the order to break up the cattle 

thieving. Colonel Mackenzie on July 28 led four cavalry 

companies onto the Staked Plains. Following a trail made 

by a large herd of stolen cattle, from Blanco Canyon the 

expedition traveled through the site of Petersburg, passed 

about ten to fifteen miles northwest of present Abernathy, 

marched past Spring Lake, Salados Lake, just over the line 

in New Mexico, Portales Spring, and Las Canadinas Arroyo 

to Puerta de Luna on the Pecos River, where the thieves had 

52 

scattered. Falling to catch the renegades, Mackenzie re

turned down the Pecos to Fort Sumner and from there went 

north to Fort Bascom near Tucumcari.-̂ -̂  On his return 

51 McLaushlln, "itinerary of Scout, July 2-l4. 1872," 
and Mackenzie, ^Itinerary of Scout, July 9-19, I872," W. D., 
R. G. 98, A. G. 0., 2312 D. T. 1872, National Archives 
(copies in possession of Ernest Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). 

5^ Ernest Wallace, "Colonel Ranald S. Mackenzie's 
Expeditions of I872 across the South Plains," West Texas 
Historical Association Year Book, XXXVIII (October, 1962), 
13-15 (hereafter cited as Wallace, "Mackenzie's I872 Expe
ditions across the Staked Plains); Mackenzie, Camp on Las 
Canadinas, to Departmental Headquarters, August 7, I872, 
W. D., R. G. 98, A. G. 0., 2506 D. T. I872, National Archives 
(copy in possession of Ernest Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). 

^^ Wallace, "Mackenzie's I872 Expeditions across the 
Staked Plains," 15-16; Mackenzie, Camp at Fort Smith Cross
ing twenty-five miles from Fort Bascom, New Mexico, to De
partmental Headquarters, August 15, I872, W. D., R. G. 98, 
A. G. 0., 2570 D. T. 1872, National Archives (copy in pos
session of Ernest Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). 
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across the Plains, he struck the Tierra Blanca Creek near 

the Texas-New Mexico line. Prom there he sent a detach

ment of cavalry down the Palo Duro Canyon, while he led 

the main force over the Comanchero trail described by Or

tiz, along the Tierra Blanca. The command reunited at the 

junction of the Tierra Blanca and the Palo Duro Canyon 

near the site of Canyon, moved southeast across Tule Creek, 

descended the Caprock near the site of Sllverton, then 

turned south through present Roaring Springs, ascended the 

Caprock near the site of McAdoo, and arrived at Camp Supply 

54 on September 2, Although he had not caught the cattle 

thieves, Mackenzie had explored two routes to New Mexico 

and had proved that the army could maneuver on the Staked 

Plains. 

A few days later Colonel Mackenzie returned to the 

field. Prom the Freshwater Fork he moved with five com

panies of cavalry north to the Salt Fork of the Red River 

and thence to McClellan Creek, a tributary of the North 

Fork of the Red. Pursuing a fresh trail, on September 29 

the command discovered a large Comanche village on the 

North Pork about seven miles above the mouth of McClellan 

Creek. Attacking the village, the troopers killed at least 

54 
Wallace, "Mackenzie's 1872 Expeditions across the 

Staked Plains," 16-17; Mackenzie, Camp on Freshwater Fork 
of the Brazos, to Departmental Headquarters, September 3, 
1872, W. D., D. T., R. G. 98, A. G. 0., National Archives 
(copy in possession of Ernest Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). 

II 
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23 Indians, captured I23 women and children, and burned 262 

lodges. Although Mackenzie's losses in the battle were 

small, only one man killed and three wounded, the fight was 

not a complete victory. A large number of horses taken by 

the troopers were lost the night after the skirmish when 

Comanche warriors returned, stampeded the herd, and even 

55 took some of the cavalry's mounts. After marching back 

to his camp on the Freshwater Fork, Mackenzie returned to 
56 

Fort Richardson on November 5. The engagement on the 

North Pork of the Red was the last major battle fought by 

the Fourth Cavalry while stationed at Richardson; five 

months later Colonel Mackenzie and his regiment were trans

ferred to Fort Clark on the Rio Grande frontier. 

The punishment Inflicted in the battle on the North 

Pork, although it did not end the depredations, did much 

toward bringing peace to West Texas. During the year gov

ernment commissioners had held two unsatisfactory confer

ences with the tribesmen, one in July and another in Septem

ber. But subdued by the capture of their women and chil

dren, who were detained at Fort Concho, a number of the 

Kwahadls came to Fort Sill, telling Agent Tatum that they 

55 Mackenzie, Headquarters Camp on Freshwater Fork 
of the Brazos, to Departmental Headquarters, October 12, 
1872, W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, 4546 1/2 A. G. 0. I872, 
National Archives. 

^ "Military Service of Ranald S. Mackenzie," as cited 

^^ Richardson, Comanche Barrier, 350-359. 
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had been whipped and were now ready to stay on the reserva-
58 

tlon and to send their children to school. Consequently, 

for about a year the northwestern frontier of Texas was 

comparatively quiet. 

5^ Tatum, Our Red Brothers, 137-138. 



CHAPTER II 

MACKENZIE ON THE RIO GRANDE BORDER IN l873 

During the l870's the frontier of Texas between the 

Nueces River and the Rio Grande was a troubled land. The 

Rio Grande was more than a boundary that separated two na

tions; it was a barrier that protected thieves and depre

dating Indians. Since those in pursuit of marauders could 

not legally cross the river, Indians and Mexicans could 

commit offenses in the United States and then flee to com

parative safety in Mexico. The resulting lawlessness led 

to a serious deterioration of international relations. 

The difficulties had begun after the Treaty of Guad

alupe Hidalgo in 1848 established the Rio Grande as the in

ternational boundary. The area north of the river, althoug 

brushy and often rocky or sandy, had adequate water and cor 

talned vegetation suited to ranching. Early Spanish set

tlers, although generally residing south of the Rio Grande, 

had carved out ranches in the region, mostly along the lowe 

reaches of the river. When the Mexican army withdrew from 

Texas after the battle of San Jacinto, many of these cattle 

men abandoned their herds, which multiplied and became pub

lic property, free to anyone who had the courage and 

American renegades likewise took advantage of the 
boundary to plunder Mexican settlements. 

25 
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resourcefulness to appropriate them. American settlers 

slowly filtered westward into the region, and a few Mexican 
2 

ranchers ventured back into their old settlements. The 

isolated ranches were easy prey for wandering bandits or 

Indians in search of cattle, horses, or scalps, but when 

the renegades were pursued, they slipped across the Rio 

Grande to safety, at times even protected by the Mexican 

populace. Although the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo pro

vided that each nation prevent incursions across the border 

by its own Indians, the Mexican government made little or 

no attempt to carry out its obligation. The raids, which 
4 

began in the late l840's, diminished somewhat during the 

Civil War, but were renewed with Increased intensity in 

the years that followed. 

Several factors contributed to the Increased activ

ity. Since the reconstruction governments had little in

terest in border defense, marauders, perceiving that they 

were in no danger of retribution from state or federal 

forces, raided almost at will. The turbulent political 

2 
Walter P. Webb, The Great Plains (New York, 1931), 

209-212. 
William M. Malloy (comp.). Conventions, Interna

tional Acts, Protocols and Agreements, bl Cong., 2 Sess., 
Senai:e DocT 357 (2 vols.; Washington, 1910), 1,1112-1113. 

4 
John Salmon Ford, "The Memoirs of John Salmon 

Ford" (unpublished MS, University of Texas Library, Barker 
History Center, Austin, Texas; microfilm copy, Texas Tech
nological College, Lubbock, Texas), 327-328. 
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situation in Mexico also fomented lawlessness; it is doubt

ful if the Mexican officials could have prevented the out

rages. Furthermore, as the number of ranches Increased, 

cattle and horse stealing became more profitable; by I87O 

a five-county district between San Antonio and the Rio 

Grande, virtually uninhabited in i860, contained more than 

5,000 people and nearly 100,000 head of livestock.^ 

Mexican cattle thieves preyed along all of the Rio 

Grande frontier, but depredations in the upper borderlands, 

an area extending from Laredo to a short distance above 

Port Clark and inland as far as San Antonio and San Diego, 

usually were committed by Indians primarily interested in 
6 

horses. Bands of Mescalero Apaches from their camps along 

the lower Pecos River and of their Lipan kinsmen, who had 

received asylum in Coahulla, Mexico, in 1854, raided both 
7 

sides of the border. Finding that the Llpans professed 

peace more than they practiced it, the irate Mexicans almost 

exterminated them in March, I856; remnants of the band 

5 
Dimmit, Kinney, Maverick, Uvalde, and Zavala coun

ties. Ninth Annual Census of the United States (Washing
ton, 187^), III, 250-251. 

6 
Report of the United States Commission to Texas, 

June 30, 1873, "Depredations on the Frontiers of Texas,"43 
Cong., 1 Sess., House Exec. Doc. 257 (Washington, l874), 13 
(hereafter cited as "Depredations on the Frontiers of Texas") 

7 
Reports of the Committee of Investigation Sent in 

1873 by the Mexrcan Government to ̂ e Frontier or"Texas 
(trans. from the official edition made in Mexico; New York, 
1875), 4l7 (hereafter cited as Mex. Comm. Reports, 1873.). 



28 

united with the Mescaleros and thereafter raided indis-
8 

criminate ly. 

Although Mescaleros, Llpans, Comanches, and Kiowas 

frequently pillaged the upper borderlands, most of the dep

redations after the Civil War were attributed to the Kicka-

poos. Originally peaceable inhabitants of the United States, 

many Kickapoos in 1864 and I865 migrated to Santa Rosa and 
9 

Naclmlento in Coahulla. On their way to Mexico, 400 to 6OO 

members of the band were attacked in January, 1865, by 360 

to 380 Texas militiamen and Confederate troops. Although 

the Kickapoos soundly defeated the Texans and Confederates 

in the battle which occurred on Dove Creek, a few miles west 
10 

of present San Angelo, a few of the Indians were killed. 

Once settled in Mexico, the angry tribesmen took revenge 

by stealing Texas horses and cattle and sometimes taking 

scalps. By 1870 it was reported that they had wiped out 

the flourishing horse raising industry of the upper border-

-, ^ 11 lands. 

^ Mex. Comm. Reports, 1873, 420-421. 

9 Ibid., 412. 

10 William C. Pool, "The Battle of Dove Creek," The 
Southwestern Historical Quarterly, LIII (April, 1950),"376. 
Figures on the number of participants in the skirmish vary. 
Professor William C. Holden states that there were two hun
dred Texas militiamen and eighty Confederate soldiers oppoed 
by six hundred Kickapoos. Holden, "Frontier Defense in 
Texas during the Civil War," 29. 

^^ Committee on Foreign Affairs, "Report on the Rela
tions of the United States with Mexico," April 25, I878, 
45 Cong., 2 Sess., House Report 70I (Washington, I878), 
xlii. 
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Besieged by demands for protection against the in

cursions, the United States Army in I867 and I868 reoccupled 

the military posts along the border, but the return of the 

soldiers did little to stop the depredations. The failure 

can be attributed in part to the small strength of the gar

risons at the two key posts, forts Duncan and Clark. Dun

can, located at Eagle Pass opposite Pledras Negras, Mexico, 

and Clark, located forty miles north of Duncan at Brackett

vllle, were the only forts close enough to the settlements 

to provide protection, but the combined strength of the posts 

never exceeded ten companies before 1873; most of the time 

12 it was seven or less. The lack of sufficient soldiers to 

patrol the river was not the basic difficulty, however. 

Troops could not stop the raids unless they could follow 

the marauders to their mountain retreats in Coahulla. In 

an attempt to halt the forays, the army in I869 designated 

specific points on the Rio Grande where livestock must 

13 cross. Since the Indians were not inclined to heed the 

•^^ "Medical History of Port Clark, Texas, I852-I873," 
W. D., R.G. 94, Vol. 907, A. G. 0., National Archives; 
"Report of the Adjutant General," in Secretary of War, "Re
port," 1868 through 1873, In 40 Cong., 3 Sess., House Exec. 
Doc. I, pt. Ill (Washington, I869), 706, 710; 4l Cong., 
^~S"ess., House Exec. Doc. I, pt. II (Washington, I870), 17O; 
4l Cong., 3 Sess., House Exec. Doc. I, pt. II (Washington, 
1871), 76; 42 Cong., 2 Sess., House Exec. Doc. I, pt. II 
(Washington, I872), 96; 42 Cong., 3 Sess., House Exec. Doc. 
I, pt. II (Washington, l873), 108-109; 43 Cong., 1 Sess., 
House Exec. Doc. I, pt. II (Washington, 1874), 62. 

13 Secretary of War, "Report," November 20, I869, 
4l Cong., 2 Sess., House Exec. Doc. I, pt. II, I8. 
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command and the Rio Grande could be crossed almost anywhere, 

the depredations continued unabated. 

The victimized settlers by I87I were vigorously de

manding military action and threatening to organize retal

iatory raids. Recognizing the necessity of punishing the 

thieves. Colonel J. J. Reynolds, commander of the Depart

ment of Texas, recommended to his superiors that army forces 

and the owners of the stolen livestock join in an expedi-
14 

tlon against the marauders. State Department officials, 

however, did not want the army to cross the border until 

the permission of the Mexican government had been obtained. 

When in I87O Secretary of State Hamilton Pish requested 
15 

such permission, the Mexican foreign office refused, 

stating that the president did not believe that he had the 

power to grant the petition nor did he think that congress 
16 

would do so. Fish unofficially replied that the United 

States might cross the border without Mexican sanetlon.1' 

1^ Reynolds to General W. T. Shernnan. July 27, I87I, 
in Commissioner of Indian Affairs, "Report,^' November 15, 
1871, 42 Cong., 2 Sess., House Exec. Doc. I, pt. V (Wash
ington, 1871), 612. 

15 Fish to Thomas H. Nelson, United States Minister 
to Mexico, December 12, I870, in House Report 701, as 
cited. Appendix B, 198-199. 

•̂^ S. Lerdo de Tejada, Mexican Department of Foreign 
Affairs, to Nelson, January 7, I87I, and Manuel Asplroz, 
Mexican Department of Foreign Affairs, to Nelson, April 20, 
1871, in ibid., 200, 202. 

1'̂  Fish to Nelson, June 26, I87I, in ibid., 2l4. 
Fish instructed Nelson to tell Mexican officials that such 
a crossing was possible, but not to file a formal diplo
matic note. 
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In the negotiations which followed, Mexican authorities 

pledged cooperation but steadfastly refused to permit Amer-

lean troops to enter Mexican territory. 

Since observers felt that most depredations were be

ing committed by the Kickapoos, the Office of Indian Affairs 

in 1871 decided to persuade the tribe to return to the United 

States. Congress cooperated by appropriating $25,000 for 

the purpose. When Agent John Miles reached Santa Rosa to 

carry out negotiations, he found the Kickapoos not the least 

Interested and the local officials and citizens also opposed 

19 
to the plan. After Miles' failure the United States con
tented itself for the time being with filing a protest with 

20 
the Mexican government. Many Americans believed that the 

Mexicans opposed the move because they shared in the plun

der; the American consul at Pledras Negras, William 

Schuchardt, claimed that the Mexicans bought the stolen 
21 

horses and sold the savages guns, ammunition, and supplies. 

Citizens of Coahulla may have opposed the move, at least in 

part, for other reasons. The band, which rarely molested 

18 
Ignacio Marlscal, Mexican Department of State, to 

Nelson, April 23, I872, in House Report 701, as cited. Ap
pendix B, 211. 

^ Charles Delano, Secretary of the Interior, to 
Fish, August 1, 1871, in ibid., 205. 

20 
Nelson to Fish, August 30, I87I, in ibid., 203-

204. 
^1 Schuchardt to Asst. Sec. of State, May 6, I87I, 

in ibid., 205-206. 
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25 

distance from the border. They charged that Mexican set

tlements suffered more from the depredations of Indians 

from the United States than settlers in the United States 

suffered from Mexican Indians. The Comanches, the commis

sioners complained, for years had conducted periodic and 

26 
destructive raids into northern Mexico. It was the 

Comanches, they said, not the Kickapoos, who were respon-

27 
sible for the raiding in Texas. 

While the two commissioners were conducting their 

investigations, the raids continued and the protests of the 

Texans grew more vehement. The Galveston Daily News de

clared that "there are many shames which deface the annals 

25 
Mex. Comm. Reports, I873, 4l4. 

Ibid., 382. 
27 

Ibid., 379. The truth lies somewhere between the 
two reports"] d?he very quantity of the charges laid against 
the Kickapoos by a wide variety of persons indicates that 
some of the raiding Indians were from that tribe. On the 
other hand, since many members of the tribe were located a 
considerable distance from the border and were engaged in 
agricultural pursuits, it is not likely that they partici
pated in the raids. Although the Mexican commission un
doubtedly was correct when it charged that Americans ex
aggerated the effects of the depredations, some of its at
tempts to prove that the raiding Indians were not from 
Mexico bordered on the absurd. For example, hearing that 
a number of Comanches were held prisoner at Fort Concho, 
the commission declared that this was "decided proof" that 
the invaders of Texas were Comanches. Mex. Comm. Reports, 
1873, 379. These particular Indians had nothing to do 
with the troubles along the Rio Grande, being captured in 
North Texas near the North Fork of the Red River. 
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of the time, but none so bold, so offensive . . . as the 

unchecked and chronic spoliation of our population on the 

Mexican border. The war policy of the administration in 

reference to the Indians . . . will stamp upon its authors 
„28 

the brand of pusillanimity . . . These new outcrys and 

a preliminary report of the American commission aroused 

the government to action. President Grant on January l4, 

1873, announced that a redistribution of the military 
29 

forces along the border would be made and a few weeks 

later vowed that Mexico would be held to strict account 
30 

for the depredations. A second effort was made to remove 

the Kickapoos to reservations in the United States. Edward 

P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in March appointed 

Henry M. Atkinson and Thomas G. Williams commissioners to 

31 

effect the removal. Ignacio Marlscal, the Mexican Minis

ter to the United States, assured Secretary of State Fish 

that his government desired to cooperate, and a short time 

later the Mexican government instructed the governors of 

Coahulla and Nuevo Leon to assist Atkinson and 

28 
Galveston Daily News, December 15, 1872. 

Galveston Daily News, January l4, 1873. 

^ Galveston Dally News, January 25, I873. 

Atkinson and Williams to Smith, October 8, I873, 
in Commissioner of Indian Affairs, "Report," November 1, 
1873, 43 Cong., 1 Sess., House Exec. Doc. I, pt. V (Wash
ington, 1873), 537-539. 
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32 
Williams. The commissioners left Washington early in 

April, stopped a few days in San Antonio, and departed for 

33 
the camps of the Kickapoos. Before they left, the War 

Department took steps to strengthen the border military 

garrisons. General W. T. Sherman on February 5 directed 

Colonel Ranald Mackenzie to move the troops of his Fourth 

34 
Cavalry to Fort Clark. In explaining the change. Gen
eral Sherman stated that the Fourth Cavalry was far more 

efficient as a scouting unit than the Ninth Cavalry, the 

35 
regiment at that time on the border. 

The unusual attention given affairs along the Rio 

Grande produced a rash of rumors and speculation. A Gal

veston Daily News editorial declared that "the movement 

of troops and other signs which outsiders could make use 

of lend to the conclusion that the Rio Grande will soon be 

the scene of Important operations . . . ̂ nd/ startling 

events may transpire." The writer added a few days later 

that "We are moved to the belief that a rupture with some 

32 Marlscal to Fish, March 21, l873, and Marlscal 
to Fish, June 12, 1873, "Mexican Diplomatic Notes, XXIII. 

Galveston Daily News, May 4, 1873-

•̂  Sherman to General C. C. Augur, commander of the 
Department of Texas, February 5, l873, quoted in Carter, 
On the_ Border with Mackenzie, 4l8-4l9. 

^^ New York Herald, April 11, l873, quoted in the 
Galveston Daily News, April l8, l873-

3^ Galveston Daily News, March l8, 1873-
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37 

foreign power is brewing." The Savannah, Georgia, Ad

vertiser in late April announced that five thousand men, 

largely Texans, commanded by ex-Confederate General James 

Longstreet were assembling to invade Mexico. A news 

report from Washington claimed that in New Orleans five 

monitors were being fitted for use with three other moni

tors and eight gunboats in "connection with recent move-

.t3Q ments on the Rio Grande. 

Some Americans, desiring territorial concessions 

from Mexico, were not opposed to war. The necessities of 

a firm line of defense, asserted Congressman James Herndon 

of Texas, required the annexation of parts of Tamaulipas, 

New Leon, Chihuahua, and Coahuila--altogether about 

200,000 square miles. According to Herndon, cession of 

these lands, peacefully if possible but by force if neces

sary, would provide just compensation for the losses of 

40 
the settlers along the Rio Grande. The administration, 

however, firmly denied that the moves were a build-up for 

war. Pointing to the military weakness in southern Texas, 

General Sherman remarked that "You can't make war on Mexico 

37 
Galveston Daily News, April 11, 1873-

oO 

Advertiser (Savannah, Georgia), n. d., quoted in 
Galveston Daily News", April 25, 1873-

39 

40 

Galveston Daily News, April 10, l873. 

Congressional Globe, 42 Cong., 3 Sess., l873, 
XLVI, pt. IIlT Appendix T. 



with three regiments of cavalry and four of infantry." 

37 

41 

The seven regiments stationed in Texas comprised about one-

42 
fifth of the nation's 26,000 man array. 

The transfer of the Fourth Cavalry, which had been 

stationed at forts Brown, Concho, and Richardson, took more 

than three months. On March 4 companies A, B, C, E, and K, 

commanded by Major Alfred E. Latimer, left Fort Richardson. 

After traveling to Port Concho, where Company G took the 

place of Company K in the column and Captain Clarence Mauck 

assumed command, the expedition, marching by way of Fort 

McKavett, arrived at Fort Clark on April 1. The Headquar

ters Unit, the Band, Company I, and a detachment of Com

pany K left Port Concho on April 17 and reached Clark in 

early May. Company M moved from Port Brown to Fort Duncan. 

Companies D, F, H, and L left Fort Concho on May 23 and 24 

and arrived at Clark in June. 3 

High ranking army officials met the regiment at the 

border. Secretary of War W. W. Belknap and General Philip 

^1 New York Herald, April 11, l873, quoted in the 
Galveston naTljTWws, April l8, 1873. 

^2 Sherman, "Report of the General of the Army," in 
Secretary of War, "Report," November 29, l873, 43 Cong., 
1 Sess., House Exec. Doc. I, pt. II, 25. 

^3 "Post Medical Reports. Fort Concho, December, 
1867-June, l889, " Vols. 401-3-4-7, W. D., Old Records 
Division, A. G. 0. National Archives (hereafter cited as 
"Medical History of Fort Concho"), 89-97; "Medical History 
of Fort Richardson," II, 5; Carter, On the Border with Ma£-
kenzie 394-4l8. Colonel Mackenzie, whohad commanded Fort 
Richardson since April, I87I, transferred to Fort Concho on 
January 1, 1873, and then relinquished command of the post 
on March 24. 
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H. Sheridan, commander of the Division of the Missouri, 

leaving St. Louis on April 3, four days later joined Colo

nel Mackenzie at San Antonio and traveled to Port Clark. 

In a secret conference Sheridan, according to Lieutenant 

Robert G. Carter, temporarily serving as Mackenzie's ad

jutant, ordered the Colonel to stop the border depreda

tions in his own way. To Mackenzie's request for orders 

and authority, Sheridan replied: "Damn the orders I Damn 

the authority . . , your authority and backing shall be 

General Grant and myself. With us behind you in whatever 

you do to clean up the situation, you can rest assured of 

45 the fullest support." 

Colonel Mackenzie during the next few weeks prepared 

for an expedition. Although the men of the Fourth were 

tough and experienced, Mackenzie felt that more condition

ing and more training were necessary. Companies were sta

tioned at grazing camps near the post: Captain John A. 

Wilcox with Company C twelve miles downstream from Fort 

Clark on Las Moras Creek; companies A and B seven miles 

northeast of the post on Pledras Pintos Creek; and com

panies E and M on Elm Creek twelve miles east of Clark. 

Company I, the other troop selected to participate in the 

Galveston Daily News, April 4 and 8, 1873. 

Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 422-23. 
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46 expedition, was left at the fort. The distribution of 

the companies served a twofold purpose. With more forage 

the horses would be in better condition for the march, and 

with the troops dispersed the Intensive training program 

47 would be less apparent to Mexican spies. ' 

Officers and men performed their duties officially 

ignorant of Mackenzie's plans. Colonel Mackenzie apparently 

confided them only to Lieutenant Carter and pledged him to 

secrecy. Having learned that there were three villages of 

the renegade Indians, he sent three scouts--the post guide, 

Ike Cox, and two civilian half-breeds. Green Van and McClaln— 

to find a route suitable for rapid traveling and to deter

mine the strength of the bands. When the scouts returned 

with the information, Mackenzie planned to destroy the 

villages and to punish the savages so that they would hesi-

48 tate before again raiding American settlements. The 

camps were located a short distance west of Remolino, a 

Mexican village on the San Rodrigo River thirty-six miles 

west and slightly north of Pledras Negras. There was ample 

reason to suspect that these Llpans, Mescaleros, and Kicka

poos, permitted by the governor of Coahulla to settle along 

the river, ^ had participated in Texas raids. Either the 

^^ Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, May 23, 
1873, W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, 2193 A. G. 0. l873. National 
Archives. 

'̂̂  Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 425-426. 

^^ Ibid., 424. 
^9 Marlscal to Fish, January l4, l874, as cited. 
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Llpans and Mescaleros, or similar bands camped further up 

the San Rodrigo Canyon, in March had stolen a large drove 

50 

of horses and had captured an eight-year-old boy. Al

though the boy was ransomed for $150, it later was re

ported that the Mescaleros were holding another captive.-^ 

The scouts at eleven o'clock on the night of May l6 

reported that they were prepared to lead Mackenzie to the 

camps. The Colonel, sending couriers to the cavalry en

campments on Pledras Pintos, Elm, and Las Moras creeks, 

ordered the troops to assemble at the camp of Captain 

Wilcox and Company C early the next morning. During the 

night companies A, B, E, and M began their march, and the 

next morning Mackenzie left the post with Company I and 

eighteen Seminole scouts. At the rendezvous he was met by 

Second Lieutenant John L. Bullls of the Twenty-fourth 

Infantry, Civil War hero and veteran of six years' service 

on the Rio Grande frontier, who led a detachment of Sem-

inoles from Fort Duncan. By one o'clock the force of 36O 

enlisted men, 17 officers, 24 scouts, and l4 citizens had 

^ William Schuchardt to Asst. Sec. of State, March 
29, 1873, (Consular Despatches, Pledras Negras, II, State 
Department Records, National Archives; hereafter cited as 
"Pledras Negras Consular Despatches"). 

^•^ William Schuchardt to Asst. Sec. of State, May 
8, 1873, "Pledras Negras Consular Despatches," II; Schu
chardt to Editor of the San Antonio Express, in "Depreda
tions on the Frontiers of Texas," 27. 
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gathered. 

The expedition marched southwest along Las Moras 

Creek to the Rio Grande. In advance of the column rode 

Mackenzie, the Seminoles, and Company I, commanded by Cap

tain Napoleon B. McLaughlin, a brevet brigadier general 

53 
of volunteers during the Civil War. After traveling 

twelve miles, the troops shortly after dusk crossed the 

river at a ford below the mouth of Las Moras and about 

54 eighteen miles above Fort Duncan. From the ford the 

column moved southwest near Monclova, a village seven 

52 
Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, May 23, 

1873, as cited; "Tabular Statement of Expeditions and 
Scouts against Indians, etc.. Made in the Department of 
Texas during the Year ending September 30, l873," W. D., 
D. T., R. G. 94, A. G. 0., 1873, National Archives (here
after cited as Tabular Statement of Expeditions and 
Scouts, 1873"). Among the various reports there is a dis
crepancy concerning the number of Seminole scouts. Mac
kenzie's initial report of May 23, l873, refers to a 
total of thirty-four, but the "Tabular Statement of Expedi
tions and Scouts, l873" lists only twenty-four. Carter, 
in On the Border with Mackenzie, 429, states that there 
were twenty, 

53 
Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, May 23, 

1873, as cited. Captain Napoleon B. McLaughlin, a native 
of Vermont who had risen from enlisted ranks to the cap
taincy, was one of Mackenzie's most trusted officers. 
Francis B. Heitman (comp.) Historical Register and Dic
tionary of the United States^rmy (2 vols.; Washington, 
1903), I, 67C" 

"Post Medical Reports, Fort Duncan, , l849 
to October, I883," Vols. 86-87, W. D., Old Records Divi
sion, A. G. 0., National Archives (hereafter cited as 
"Medical History of Fort Duncan"), 316; Carter, On the 
Border with Mackenzie, 431. 
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over. While Company I pursued the fleeing warriors and 

Lieutenant Carter with a detachment of Company A rounded 

up the village horse herd, the other troopers fired the 

lodges. For the Kickapoos the raid was a disaster; their 

homes were destroyed, their crops were trampled. The troop

ers killed at least nineteen warriors, captured forty women 

and children, and took sixty-four ponies. Although the 

soldiers burned the Lipan and Mescalero villages and cap

tured Costilletos, an aged Lipan chief, these bands escaped 

much further punishment by fleeing to the nearby mountains 

57 while the troops were attacking the Kickapoos. 

Mackenzie's losses were negligible. Only one troop

er, a private attached to Company I, was killed. Another 

private of the same company lost his right arm, and a pri

vate of Company B received a slight facial wound. Even 

the horses, which often found combat more hazardous than 

did the men, fared well in the battle. Two were shot in 

^^ Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, May 23, 
1873, as cited. Mexican investigators of the engagement 
reported that the Llpans completely escaped the blow. 
Mex. Comm. Reports, 1873, ̂ 25. Carter, in On the Border 
wilh Mackenzie, 447, states that Mackenzie HFliberately 
aTEaTcked the Kickapoos first, realizing that they were the 
largest band. William Schuchardt reported that the Kicka
poos received the initial assault only because of topo
graphical difficulties encountered by the command.̂  
Schuchardt to Asst. Sec. of^State, June 3, l873, "Piedras 
Negras Consular Despatches," II. 
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falling to the ground. At daybreak the exhausted troops, 

after having marched since the previous noon, crossed the 

border near the mouth of Sycamore Creek about fifteen 

miles below present Del Rio. On the east bank they met 

Lieutenant Henry W. Lawton, the regimental quartermaster, 

who brought a supply train loaded with rations and forage. 

After resting for a day and a night at the river, the com

mand marched for Port Clark, arriving at the post about 

60 
noon on the twenty-first. 

The mission was a remarkable feat of bravery and en

durance. Between the departure from the camp of Captain 

Wilcox on Las Moras Creek and the return to the soil of 

the United States, the command traveled more than l4o miles. 

The men spent more than forty hours in the saddle and in 

the battle with only a few short periods of rest. For the 

men of companies A, B, E, and M, the raid was an even 

greater ordeal; they had ridden nearly all of the night of 

May 16 in order to reach the rendezvous, traveling an addi

tional twelve to fifteen miles and missing another night 

^^ Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 449-460. 
No source is explicTt concerningTHe' exact point where 
Mackenzie recrossed the Rio Grande. Mackenzie did not in
dicate the location at all, and Carter, in On the_ Border 
with Mackenzie, 455, 466, only describes it as^eing Green 
Varies ford and being about twenty-five miles above the 
ford used by Mackenzie when entering Mexico. Sergeant 
Charlton, another member of the expedition, many years 
later, in The Old Sergeant's Story, 77, stated that the 
ford was piFoFably at the mouth of Sycamore Creek. Since 
Sycamore Creek enters the Rio Grande about twenty-five 
miles above the Las Moras, the two accounts check. 
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of rest. Although Mackenzie commended all of his officers 

and men for their conduct enroute and in the battle, he es

pecially called attention to Captain McLaughlin, who with 

Mackenzie led the charge on the village; Lieutenant C. L. 

Hudson, Company I, who displayed unusual bravery to the 

point of recklessness; Second Lieutenant Bullls, who with 

his scouts protected the flanks of the column on the return 

march to the Rio Grande; Lieutenant L. 0. Parker, the adju

tant; Acting Assistant Surgeon Donald Jackson; and Captain 

Mauck, Indiana veteran of the Civil War, who left his sick 

bed to participate in the raid and narrowly escaped death 
61 

at the hands of a Lipan warrior. 

Before Mackenzie returned to Fort Clark, Major S. K. 

Mlzner, commanding the post in his absence, sent a prelim

inary report on the engagement to Departmental Headquar-

ters. His daring but illegal action, which possibly 

could have meant a dismal end to the career of the brilliant 

young Mackenzie, was received as another indication of his 

Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, May 23, 
1873, as cited. Other than Mackenzie, the only officer to 
receive official recognition was Lieutenant Bullls, v;ho on 
February 27, 1890, was brevetted captain for his bravery 
in the engagement. Heitman, Historical Register and Dic_-
tionary of the United States Army, I, 261"̂  Lieutenant 
Hudson, who distinguished himself on many occasions v;hile 
serving in the Fourth, was killed in an accidental shoot
ing at Fort Clark a few months later. Galveston Daily 
News, January 4, l874. 

62 
Mlzner to Departmental Headquarters, May 20, 

1873, W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, 2112 A. G. 0. l873, National 
Archives. 
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high promise. When General Sheridan received the dispatch, 

he telegraphed Belknap that "it is more than probable that 

Mackenzie crossed into Mexico and had his fight on that 

63 

side of the Rio Grande. We must back him. . . . " Con

firming the details in another wire to Belknap on May 28, 

Sheridan stated that "there cannot be any valid boundary 

when we pursue Indians who murder our people and carry away 
„64 

our property, and to the personal report of Colonel Mac-

65 kenzle, he added his commendation. -̂  Although General 

Sherman was more cautious in his praise, he indicated that 

unless the Mexicans formally complained, there was no need 

of inquiring further into the violation of Mexican sover-

elgnty. Final approval of the expedition was given when 

Secretary of War Belknap informed Mackenzie that his deed 

had been commended by the War Department. 

The news of the battle was released to the public 

at almost the same time that it reached officials in 

^3 Sheridan to Belknap, May 22, l873, W. D., D. T., 
R. G. 94, 2006 A. G. 0. 1873, National Archives. 

Sheridan to Belknap, May 28, l873, W. D., D. T., 
R. G. 94, 2092 A. G. 0. 1873, National Archives. 

^^ Endorsement of Sheridan to Sherman, June 5, l873 
(Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, May 23, 1873, as 
cited ). 

^^ Endorsement of Sherman to Belknap, June I3, l873 
(Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, May 23, 1873, as 
cited)./^_ ^ o»i 

^^ Belknap to Secretary of the Interior, June 24, 
1873 (enclosure with Mackenzie to Departmental Headquar
ters, May 23, 1873, as cited). 
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Washington. The first accounts did not reveal the loca

tion of the engagement, but when it was learned that Mac

kenzie had led his troops into Mexico, most observers re

acted favorably. A Washington correspondent reported that 

the news of the crossing had created a great sensation in 

that city. Noting that all of Washington "seemed to in

stinctively endorse" Mackenzie, he added that "MCKenzle 

/s"ic7 will be famous hereafter as a bold and fearless gen

eral, for the hearts of the people are turned towards 

him. The Legislature of Texas in a joint resolution 

passed on June 2 extended "the grateful thanks of the peo

ple of our State . . . to General McKenzie /sic/ and the 

officers and troops . . . for their prompt and gallant con

duct in Inflicting well merited punishment upon the 

n69 
scourges of our frontier. 

Not all of the comment was favorable. A few people 

voiced fear that the engagement might precipitate a war 

with Mexico. The Galveston Daily News, although approving 

of the deed, nevertheless claimed that the administration 

was inclined to favor such a war and cautioned against 

"any act or course of conduct based upon a disregard of 

/TO 

Galveston Daily News, May 30, l873. 
69 

James P. Newcomb, Department of State, Austin, 
to General C. C. Augur, June 2, 1873, W. D., D. T., R. G. 
94, 2366 A. G. 0. 1873, National Archives. 
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70 
international law and existing treaties." Throughout 

71 the summer charges were made against the government. An 

observer in San Antonio reported in August that most citi

zens in that area felt that Mackenzie's raid was a de-

72 
liberate attempt of the administration to provoke a war. 

Although the administration had no desire to provoke 

a war, some high ranking army officers and cabinet-level 

officials had thought that only a raid south of the border 

would stop the depredations. Secretary of State Fish, writ

ing the American Minister to Mexico in January, had stated 

that if the Indian raids continued, the United States gov

ernment sooner or later would punish the marauders in their 
73 

Mexican haunts. There are no official records which show 

that General Sheridan and Secretary of War Belknap authorized 

the raid, possibly because they feared international compli

cations, but responsibility for the act can be traced di

rectly to them. If their orders for Mackenzie had been 

merely routine, it is unlikely that they would have made 

the difficult journey to the border. Furthermore, General 

Sheridan's correspondence Indicates that he expected the 

'̂ ^ Galveston Daily News, May 23, l873. 
71 

New York Times, June 10, 1873; Galveston Daily 
News, August 30 and September 3, 1873. 

72 
Galveston Daily News, August 6, l873. 

73 
Fish to Nelson, January l6, l873. Foreign Rela

tions of the United States, I873, I, pt. I (Washington, 
W37,"^3: 
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invasion. In an endorsement written after, but before he 

had received news of the invasion, he declared that, in 

his opinion, the only way to settle the frontier difficul

ties was to cross the Rio Grande and to punish the offend-
74 

ers. Although the preliminary report of the engagement 

did not state that the battle took place in Mexico, Sherl-

75 
dan immediately assumed that it had. He assured Mac
kenzie a few weeks later that under similar circumstances 

76 
the attack could be repeated. Obviously, Mackenzie had 

not acted independently. 

Colonel Mackenzie, although making no attempt to 

evade full responsibility, justified his act both to his 

superiors and to the Mexican authorities on the border. 

Claiming that his feelings toward the Mexicans were friend

ly, he assured the Mexican officials that he wished to co

operate in every way to insure tranquility and order along 

the border. Peace, not war, he insisted, had been the ob-

77 
jective of the invasion. Mackenzie also noted that there 

were precedents for his crossing. He referred to an 

74 
Endorsement, Sheridan to Sherman, May 20, 1873 

(Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, April 22, 1873, 
W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, 1965 A. G. 0. l873. National Ar
chives). 

75 Sheridan to Belknap, May 22, l873, as cited. 

Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, June 12, 
1873, W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, 2604 A. G. 0. l873. National 
Archives. 

77 
Mackenzie to Schuchardt, May 28, l873, as cited. 



52 

and excitement as the news of the attack spread. Drums on 

the day of the battle called the inhabitants of Piedras 

Negras together. After the citizens were advised that 

"six hundred gringos" had violated their territory, cour

iers were sent to several villages and to Saltillo while the 

people prepared to follow the retiring Americans. Fortu

nately, American consul Schuchardt persuaded the crowd to 

disperse, explaining that the invaders were regular troops 

of the United States Army who Intended only to punish the 
80 

Indians and who had no desire to harm Mexican citizens. 

Shortly after Mackenzie recrossed the Rio Grande into 

Texas, large groups of Indians and Mexicans appeared on 

the opposite side of the river, apparently preparing to 

attack the troops. However, nothing more deadly than in

sults and possibly a few ineffectual shots were exchanged 
81 

by the opposing forces. Although for the next several 

days wild rumors hinted at imminent attacks on settlements 

and forts across the border, within a few weeks a compara

tive calm settled over the region. 

It was many months before the Mexican government 

presented an official protest. Ignacio Marlscal, the Mexi

can Minister to the United States, in early June stated 

Schuchardt to Mackenzie, May 29, 1873, as cited; 
Schuchardt to Asst. Sec. of State, June 3, l873, as cited. 

Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 456. 
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that since he had not received an official account of the 

raid, he was not prepared to demand explanations. He did, 

however, express the belief that there would be little dif-
Op 

ficulty in settling the matter. Finally, on January l4, 

1874, he addressed a note to Secretary of State Fish. Af

ter explaining that Mexico had waited until excitement had 

quieted to bring up the issue, he asserted that his nation 

had cooperated with the United States in its efforts to 

remove the Kickapoos and to solve the border troubles. 

The Mexican government, he declared, could not allow Ameri

can troops to enter Mexican territory, for this action 

would provoke internal political difficulties. Any simi

lar offenses by Mexican troops, he assured Fish, were un

authorized and would be prevented if official notice were 

received. After expressing the hope that the army would 

make no more raids in the future, Marlscal pledged the 

cooperation of Mexico in joint actions against offenders. 

With this mild rebuke, Mexico dropped the matter. 

During the interval between the raid and Marls

cal 's protest, Indian depredations along the border had 

declined. To the Indians, complacently accustomed to the 

protection of the boundary, Mackenzie's attack had been a 

rude shock. Some of them congregated with the intention 

^^ New York Times, June 2, 1873-

^ Marlscal to Fish, January l4, l874, as cited. 
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of committing reprisals; others fled to the mountains in 

the interior of Mexico; and still others, mostly Pottowa-

tomies and Kickapoos, seriously considered the proposal 

that they return to reservations in the United States. In

dian commissioners Williams and Atkinson and Captain An

tonio Madero, appointed by Mexico to assist them, at the 

time of the raid were on their way from Monterrey to the 

border. Upon their return to Santa Rosa, the commissioners 

congratulated Mackenzie and expressed the belief that the 
84 

exploit would aid them in their mission. Mackenzie was 

dubious, fearing that the indignant Mexicans and Indians 

85 
might take their revenge on the commissioners. Williams 

and Atkinson, however, continued the negotiations. 

The Kickapoos' immediate concern was for their 

wives and children captured in the raid who, since Fort 

Clark lacked adequate prison facilities, had been taken 

to San Antonio. Before negotiating further, the Indians 

demanded the restoration of their people. When Williams 

and Atkinson, immediately agreeable, forwarded the request 

to officials of the War and Interior departments through 

84 
Williams to Mackenzie, May 28, l873, W. D., D. T., 

R. G. 94, 2532 A. G. 0. 1873, National Archives. 

Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, May 28, 
1873, W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, 2532 A. G. 0. l873, National 
Archives. 

Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, May 23, 
1873, as cited. 
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Mackenzie, who vigorously objected, the War Department, 

supported by President Grant, opposed the release. Sheri

dan declared that yielding to this demand would produce a 

dozen others. "The detention of the women and children 

. . . ," he said, "would do more to bring the tribe back 

than half a dozen commissioners." The commissioners 

traveled to San Antonio in early June to renew their ef

forts. They assured Edward P. Smith, Commissioner of In

dian Affairs, that the Mexican government positively would 

insure the removal of the tribe if the captives were re

turned. Although Smith tentatively agreed with Atkinson 

and Williams, President Grant, heeding the advice of the 
88 

army, again rejected the petition. General Sheridan 

ordered the prisoners transferred to Indian Territory, and 

by the end of June, except for Costilletos who had escaped 

on June 24, they were on their way by train to Fort Gib-

89 son. 

Despite the refusal to release the captives, or 

more likely because of it, Williams and Atkinson soon re

ported that their negotiations were successful. The 

Oy 

Sheridan to Sherman, June 10, l873, W. D., D. T., 
R. G. 94, 2320 A. G. 0. 1873, National Archives. 

Atkinson and Williams to Smith, June l4, 1873; 
Smith to Delano, June 16, l873; Delano to Bellmap, June 
17, 1873; Belknap to Delano, June 24, l873; W. D., D. T., 
R. G. 94, 2473 A. G. 0. 1873, National Archives. 

89 Galveston Dally Nejws_, June 29 and July 1, 1873-
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Kickapoo and Pottowatomie chiefs on July 11 told the com

missioners that they were prepared to leave Mexico if the 

Mexican government approved. A few days later the commis

sioners advised that about seventy-five Kickapoos had as

sembled in Saragosa and that the rest were on their way 

90 
to a rendezvous at Remolino. Although some Mexicans on 

the border objected, the Mexican government actively as

sisted the removal. By the first of September all of the 

Pottowatomies and about 250 Kickapoos, accompanied only by 

an interpreter, were marching west of the line of settle-
91 

ment on the Texas frontier toward their reservation. 

Within the next two years 480 Kickapoos and Pottowatomies 
92 

were settled on the North Fork of the Canadian River. 

Not all of the tribe left Mexico. William Schuchardt re

ported in November that many Kickapoos living between 

Piedras Negras and Chihuahua City were murdering people 

and stealing horses. Some of the band the next spring 

drifted back to the region around Santa Rosa, but although 

^^ Atkinson to Augur, July 12, 1873, W. D., D. T., 
R. G. 94, 2942 A. G. 0. 1873, National Archives; Atkinson 
to Augur, July 25, l873, W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, 3157 A. 
G. 0. 1873, National Archives. 

51 Galveston Daily News, September 4, l873. 

^^ Enoch Hoag, Superintendent of Indian Affairs to 
Edward P. Smith, October 20. 1874, in Commissioner of In
dian Affairs, "Report," l874, 43 Cong., 2 Sess., House 
Exec. Doc. I, pt. V (Washington, 1874), 520; Commissioner 
oFTndIan Affairs, "Report," November 1, l875, 44 Cong., 
1 Sesr,., House Exec. Doc. I, pt. V (Washington, 1875), 
537. 
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the braves raided Mexican ranches, they seldom ventured 

north of the border. 3 

The transfer of the Indians very likely cost Mac

kenzie one of his personal horses. Williams and Atkinson 

thought that it would be in order to give Captain Montero 

a horse in appreciation of his services. Mackenzie accord

ingly provided one from his regiment and then requested ap

proval of the act, explaining that if approval were denied, 

he would have to replace the horse with one of his own. 

General Augur, sternly rejecting the request, directed that 
94 

the Colonel recover the animal. 

While negotiations with the Kickapoos were being 

conducted. Colonel Mackenzie and the Fourth Cavalry were 

not idle. After his return from the raid, Mackenzie for 

about ten days carried on an intensive scouting program 

95 along the river with companies C, E, and G. Then in 

early June various companies were deployed over the coun

tryside to afford more protection should an attempt at re

prisal or further raiding occur. Two companies were 

93 "̂  Schuchardt to Asst. Sec. of State, November 17, 
1873; February 13, 1874; March 2, 1874, "Piedras Negras 
Consular Despatches," II. 

94 
Lieutenant L. 0. Parker, Post Adjutant, Fort 

Clark, to Departmental Headquarters, August l8, l873; De
partmental Headquarters to Parker, August 24, I873, W. D. 
D. T., R. G. 94, A. G. 0. 1873, National Archives. 

95 
Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters. May 29, 

1873, as cited; "Medical History of Fort Duncan,'' 319. 
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stationed near the Laredo road about fifty miles south of 

Fort Duncan, four at Fort Clark, two on Piedras Pintos 

Creek seven miles west of Clark, one at San Felipe thirty-

five miles west of the post, two on Elm Creek twelve miles 

east of Clark, and two between Pendencia and Cariso creeks 

twenty-five miles east of Duncan. Lieutenant Bullls and 

his Seminole scouts remained constantly in the field, camp

ing first at San Pedro Springs and later near Fort Clark on 
96 

Elm Creek. 

Colonel Mackenzie, not confining himself merely to 

such defensive measures, made more aggressive moves against 

Mexico. Writing Governor Victoriano Cepeda of Coahulla, 

he sought permission for a joint assault by Mexican and 

American troops against the Kickapoos living in Nacimiento 

Canyon at the head of Rio Sabinas. General Sheridan, how

ever, disapproved of the venture, commenting that the 

young colonel had done very well but that he should re-

97 
frain from writing so many letters. Scouts were sent 

in early June to the Serranias del Burro of Mexico to 

search for the camps of the Mescaleros. After ordering 

another search three weeks l^r, Mackenzie advised General 

Augur that the Mescaleros and Llpans ̂ ould be attacked as 

^ Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, June 12, 
1873, as cited; "Medical History of Fort Duncan," 320-321. 

Endorsement, Sheridan to Sherman (Mackenzie to 
Departmental Headquarters, June 12, l873, as cited). 
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soon as the Indian commissioners were out of danger. Fear

ing international complications, the Colonel's superiors 

refused to authorize any more moves that violated Mexican 

sovereignty. Augur and Sheridan in early July ordered 

Mackenzie not to cross the river with troops, and General 
98 

Sherman forbade the sending of any more spies into Mexico. 

A detachment of the Fourth Cavalry probably had 

crossed the Rio Grande only a few days before the orders 

were issued. Lieutenant G. A. Thurston and forty men on 

June 22 discovered a herd of stolen cattle pastured on the 

Mexican bank of the river about forty-five miles below Fort 

Duncan. The thieves, Thurston reported, brought the herd 

back to the United States without the troopers' having to 

cross the border.^^ Newspaper accounts of the episode, 

however, claimed that the cavalrymen crossed the river, 

captured the thieves, and returned the cattle. 

The Fourth Cavalry for nearly a year restricted its 

scouting expeditions to territory north of the Rio Grande, 

possibly because of the absence of its aggressive com

mander. Mackenzie, stricken with an attack of rheumatism 

^ Endorsements of Augur, Sheridan, and Sherman 
(Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, June 28, l873, 
W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, 2374 A. G. 0. l873. National Ar-
chives)^ 

^^ "Tabular Statement of Expeditions and Scouts, 

1873." 

"̂ ^̂  San Antonio Express, July 4, l873: Galveston 
Daily News, July «, 1573-
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in August, applied for an extended leave. After spend

ing several months in the East, he returned to active duty 
102 

at Fort Clark in late February, l874. Five months later 

he again led an expedition across the border. With about 

one hundred men he crossed the river eighty-five miles 

above Fort Duncan, pursuing a number of thieves driving a 

large herd of stolen cattle. The troops followed the trail, 

which at first ran in a northwesterly direction toward the 

mountains and then turned south, until they were about 

twenty-five miles from Saragosa. Realizing at that point 

that the thieves were Mexicans, not Indians, and not wanting 

any difficulties with Mexican authorities, Mackenzie imme-
103 

diately returned to the United States. The expedition 

was the last major scouting effort of the Fourth Cavalry 

while stationed at Fort Clark. Within a month Colonel 

Mackenzie and his regiment were transferred to the north

western frontier of Texas to participate in the Indian 

campaign of 1874. 

During his tour of duty on the Rio Grande Mackenzie 

had not entirely eliminated the border depredations, the 

Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, Septem
ber 12, 1873, W. D., A. G. 0., 3810 D. T. l873 (filed with 
3827 A. C. P. 1873), National Archives (copy in possession 
of Ernest Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). 

•'"̂^ "Military Service of Ranald S. Mackenzie," as 
cited. 

103 Schuchardt to John W. Foster, United States 
Minister to Mexico, August 4, l874, "Piedras Negras Consu
lar Despatches," II. 
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products of generations of mutual distrust, political in

stability of the Mexican government, and a general dis

respect for law held by many individuals on both sides of 

the river. Colonel Mackenzie, nevertheless, brought a 

temporary semblance of peace and order. For the next two 

years the army reported that "affairs were quiet" on the 
104 

Rio Grande frontier. 

104 
Sheridan to Sherman, October 27, I873, In Sec

retary of War, "Report," November 24, l873, 43 Cong., 1 
Sess., House Exec. Doc. I pt. II, 4l; Sheridan to Sherman, 
October 1, 1«74, in Secretary of War, "Report," l874, 43 
Cong., 2 Sess., House Exec. Doc. I, pt. II, 28. It was 
not until 1882, after several years of controversy and un
authorized crossings by American troops, that Mexico at 
last consented to allow American troops to cross the Rio 
Grande in pursuit of raiding Indians. Malloy, Treaties, 
Conventions, International Acts, Protocols and Agreements, 
1, 1144-1145. 



CHAPTER III 

THE BATTLE OF PALO DURO CANYON 

From the autumn of I872 until the late summer of 

1873, the settlers on the northwestern frontier of Texas 

enjoyed unprecedented peace. Most of the Comanches, hoping 

for the restoration of their women and children captured in 

September, 1872, by Colonel Mackenzie and later detained at 

Fort Concho, were camped quietly near their agency at Fort 

Sill. The Kiowas, awaiting the release of their chiefs, 

Satanta and Big Tree, imprisoned in the Texas State Peni

tentiary for the 1871 massacre of the members of a wagon 
1 

train near Jacksboro, were equally docile. 

The Comanches were the first to be rewarded for 

their good conduct. The War and Interior Departments had 

agreed that the prisoners would not be released until the 
2 

tribe had returned its white captives and stolen property. 

After the Comanches freed seven Americans and twelve Mexi

cans, returned some stolen livestock, and, except for a 

few forays, refrained from raiding. General C. C. Augur, 

commander of the Department of Texas, ordered the women 

•̂  Richardson, Comanche Barrier, 364. 
2 
General P. H. Sheridan to Secretary of the Inte

rior, October 3I, I872, and Francis A. Walker, Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, to Secretary of the Interior, November 
14, 1872, W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, 4148 A. G. 0. l872. 
National Archives. 

62 



63 

3 
and children transferred to Fort Sill, where a few days 

later they celebrated a joyous reunion with their fami

lies. 

Encouraged by the return of the Comanche prisoners, 

the Kiowas demanded the release of their chiefs. Ignoring 

the protests of Quaker Indian Agent Lawrie Tatum and oth-
5 

ers, Francis A. Walker, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

in the autumn of 1872 promised to free the chiefs if the 

Kiowas remained at peace on the reservation. Although 

the tribe had complied with the terms fairly well. Walker 

could not fulfill his promise. Since Satanta and Big Tree 

were imprisoned under the jurisdiction of Texas, only Gov

ernor E. J. Davis could pardon or parole them. Davis, 

fearful of the reaction of his constituents, refused to re-
7 

lease the chiefs on terms acceptable to the commissioner. 

While the Kiowas waited Impatiently, Walker and Edward P. 

Augur, "Annual Report of the Department of Texas," 
September 30, 1873, W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, A. G. 0., 1873, 
National Archives. 

4 
J. M. Haworth, Indian Agent, Kiowa and Comanche 

Agency, to Augur, June 12, l873, W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, 
2566 A. G. 0. 1873, National Archives. 

5 
Tatum, Our Red Brothers, I32. 

James Mooney, "Calendar History of the Kiowa In
dians, " Bureau of American Ethnology, Seventeenth Annual 
Report, 1895-1896 (2pts.; Washington, 1^95), I (hereafter 
cited as Mooney, History of the Kiowa Indians). 

'^ Thomas C. Battey, The Life and Adventures of a 
Quaker among the Indians (Boston, 1875), 199. 



64 

Smith, his successor as Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

urged Davis to modify his terms. At last the Governor con

sented to attend a conference with Smith and the Kiowa 

leaders at Fort Sill. At the conference, held in October, 

1873, Governor Davis imposed new conditions. The Kiowas 

must settle on farms near the agencies with a white man in 

each camp to report on their activities; each Indian must 

draw his rations and answer roll call every three days; 

the tribe must accept the control of the army; it must give 

up all arms, horses, and mules; and Satanta and Big Tree, 

who were present at the meeting, must remain in the Fort 

Sill guardhouse until the other conditions were met. The 

terms were greeted with angry grumbling by the Kiowas, 

who, although willing to accept all of the other restric-
8 

tions, demanded the Immediate release of the chiefs. 

Violence was averted when Davis and Smith agreed on a com

promise. The chiefs would be paroled, but if the Kiowas 

resumed their raiding, they or others of equal rank would 

be returned to prison. There were to be frequent roll 

calls of the Kiowa and Comanche men over sixteen years of 

age. Furthermore, since with the return of their women 

and children the Comanches had resumed their raids in 

Texas, the Commissioner promised to force the Comanches 

^ Battey, The Life and Adventures of a. Quaker among 
the Indians, 201-2T52. 
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J. M. Haworth, who had succeeded Lawrie Tatum as Indian 

Agent at Port Sill, to withhold the rations of the Indians 

unless five guilty raiders were surrendered within ten 
12 

days. Instead of delivering the culprits, many Comanches 

and Kiowas left the reservation, and raiding parties again 

plundered the settlements. When a few days later the Com

missioner of Indian Affairs revoked the edict, the Indians 

were convinced that their depredations had brought the res-

13 toration of the rations. Consequently, many of the young 

braves became more insolent than ever, and as the winter 

months approached, increased their depredations. 

The Indians who plundered Texas settlements during 

the winter did not always evade punishment. A band of 

Kiowas led by Lone Wolf, returning from a raid in which 

the party had killed several Mexican herders and had cap

tured three boys, was attacked on the West Fork of the 

Nueces River on December 10 by Lieutenant Charles Hudson, 

Company I, Fourth Cavalry, and forty men. In the battle 

the cavalry detachment killed nine Indians, wounded several 

Tatum, Our Red Brothers, 176-177; Haworth to 
Smith, September 1, l87^, in Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
"Report," November 1, l874, 43 Cong., 2 Sess., House Exec. 
Doc. I, pt. V (Washington, l874), 527. 

^^ Tatum, Our Red Brothers, l82; Battey, The Life 
and Adventures of a, Quaker among the Indians, 201-202. 
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14 
more, and captured eighty-one horses. Lieutenant Colonel 

George Buell, Eleventh Infantry, and two companies two 

months later attacked a Comanche camp on the Double Moun

tain Fork of the Brazos, killing eleven Indians and captur-

15 
ing sixty-five horses. ^ Nevertheless, although the army 

was vigilant, the incursions continued. Travel was so 

hazardous on the frontier that General Sherman declared in 

late January, 1874, that "l would not go . . . from Fort 

Sill to Fort Griffin . . . with less than thirty men well-

,,16 armed. 

By spring the attitude of the savages had become 

truly alarming. The Cheyennes north of the Washita River 

were complaining of the loss of horses to renegade whites 
17 

and of scanty rations. The Kiowas of Lone Wolf, whose 

son and nephew had been killed in the fight with Lieutenant 

14 
Major John P. Hatch, Port Clark, to Departmental 

Headquarters, December 15, l873, W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, 5l84 
A. G. 0. 1873, National Archives; Sheridan to Sherman, Decem
ber 16, 1873, W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, 4997 A. G. 0. l873. 
National Archives. 

15 
P. H. Sheridan, Record of Engagements with Hostile 

Indians within the Division of the Missouri from 1^68 to 
l^a2 (Washington, lb«2), 39 Tmicrofilm copy. The "SouThwest 
Collection, Texas Technological College, Lubbock, Texas; 
hereafter cited as Sheridan, Engagements with Hostile In
dians ). 

16 
Galveston Dally News, January 29, l874. 

17 
John D. Miles, Indian Agent, Upper Arkansas Agency, 

to E. P. Smith, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, 
September 30, l874, in Commissioner of Indian Affairs, "Re
port," as cited, 541-543. 
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Cheyennes, and Arapahoes attended. When the Indians had 

gathered, Ishatai delivered a fiery oration. The Great 

Spirit, he cried, had told him that if the Indians would 

turn to the warpath and annihilate the whites, the buffalo 

would return and the Indians once more would be powerful, 

happy, and prosperous. With his Immunity to the white 

man's bullets, which he would share with all the warriors, 

the Indians easily could drive the whites from the land. 

Although the more prudent bands rejected the claims of the 

young demagogue, many warriors heeded his call. Joined by 

Kiowas, Cheyennes, and Araphoes, the Comanches made plans 
22 

for war. 

The Indians planned an attack on the Tonkawa scouts, 

who lived near Fort Griffin and who were responsible for 

the death of several Comanches and Kiowas, but warned by 

Indian Agent Haworth, the commander of Griffin moved the 

23 
scouts into the post. The chiefs then decided to attack 

a group of buffalo hunters located at Adobe Walls in pres

ent Hutchinson County. Led by Ishatai and the young Coman

che war chief, Quanah Parker, a large party fell upon the 

post at daybreak on June 27. To the Indians' dismay, 

Ishatai*s medicine was impotent. The twenty-eight hunters, 

armed with high-powered, big bore rifles, took refuge 

528. 

^^ Wallace and Hoebel, The Comanches, 319-324. 

23 
Haworth to Smith, September 1, l874, as cited. 
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behind the thick walls of the post and inflicted heavy losses 

upon their attackers. Late in the afternoon the disheartened 

24 Indians withdrew. 

Although their first strong assault against the whites 

had failed, the Comanches, Kiowas, and Cheyennes continued 

their savage attacks in Kansas, Colorado, Indian Territory, 
25 

and Texas. Responding to the reports of the atrocities. 

General W. T. Sherman on July 15 telegraphed General Philip 

H. Sheridan, commander of the Division of the Missouri, sug

gesting that "it would be well . . . to converge on Port 

,,26 
Sill and settle this matter at once. The next day Sher
man asked the secretaries of War and Interior for permls-

27 
sion to follow the raiding parties onto the reservations. 

On July 20 he advised Sheridan that Secretary of War Belknap 

24 
Mooney, History of the ICiowa Indians, 203; Richard

son, Comanche Barrier, 379-3^1. The number of Indians in-
volved in the attack is uncertain. Mooney records that 
Quanah Parker later told him that he had seven hundred war
riors. Professor Richardson states that the figure is 
likely an exaggeration and notes that other Indians told 
some white frontiersmen just after the battle that there 
were about 250. 

^ Sheridan, Engagements with Hostile Indians, 4o. 

^^ Sherman to Sheridan, July 15, l874, in Joe F. Tay
lor (ed.) The Indian Campaign on the Staked Plains, l874-
1875 (compIIa"tion of military records contained in W. D., 
R. G. 94, 2815 A. G. 0. 1874, National Archives, Washington, 
D. C ; Canyon, Texas, 1962), 10 (hereafter cited as Taylor, 
Indian Campaign). 

'^^ Endorsement of Sherman to the Secretary of War, 
July 16, 1874 (Sheridan to Sherman, July 16, 1874, in ibid., 
11). 
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had ordered the punishment of guilty Indians "wherever 

found . . . the Reservation lines should be no barrier." 

With this command, the Quaker Indian policy, which for more 

than six years had protected the guilty as well as the in

nocent, was abandoned. 

General Sheridan and his departmental commanders. 

General C. C. Augur of the Department of Texas and General 

John Pope of the Department of the Missouri, organized a 

campaign to subdue the rebellious tribesmen. Pope ordered 

Colonel Nelson A. Miles to move eight companies of cavalry 

and four of infantry south from Fort Dodge, Kansas, toward 

the headwaters of the Red River. He also instructed Major 

William R. Price to move east from Fort Union, New Mexico, 

along the Canadian River with four companies of cavalry and 

to join Miles on the Texas-Indian Territory border. Both 

29 
columns were to scout between the Canadian and Red rivers. 

General Augur prepared to put three columns in the field 

under the command of Colonel Mackenzie. Mackenzie with 

eight companies of cavalry and five of infantry from a 

supply camp on the Freshwater Fork of the Brazos was to 

search along the eastern edge of the Staked Plains south 

^^ Sherman to Sheridan, July 20, l874, in ibid., 
11-12. 

Pope, "Annual Report of the Department of the 
Missouri," September 7, l874, as cited, 30; Special Order 
114, Department of the Missouri, July 27, l874, in Taylor, 
Indian Campaign, l4-l6. 
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of the Red River. Lieutenant Colonel J. w. Davidson was to 

operate westward from Fort Sill into the eastern Panhandle 

of Texas with six companies of cavalry and three of infantry, 

Lieutenant Colonel George P. Buell was to move six compa

nies of cavalry and two of infantry from Fort Griffin and 

to establish a camp near the juncture of Wanderer's Creek 

and the Red River. From there he was to scout between 
30 

Davidson and Mackenzie. Altogether, forty-six companies, 

three thousand troopers, were to take the field against the 

hostiles. 

Since not all Indians were hostiles, it was neces

sary to institute a program that would protect those who 

had not participated in the outrages and who desired peace. 

Accordingly, on July 26 Lieutenant Colonel Davidson, act

ing on instructions from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

directed that all friendly Indians must enroll at their 

agencies by August 3 and answer daily roll call. Although 

those who did not enroll were considered hostile, few In

dians complied with the edict. At Fort Sill only 173 

Kiowas, 108 Apaches, and 83 Comanches appeared, and a 

skirmish between Davidson and some rebellious Comanches at 

the Anardarko agency on August 22 caused many of them to 

31 leave. 

30 Augur, "Annual Report of the Department of Texas," 
September 24, l874, in Secretary of War, ^'Report," l874, as 
cited, 40. 

3^ Ibid., 41-42. 
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The trouble at Anardarko kept Davidson's forces out 

of the field temporarily, but the column under Colonel Mac

kenzie started during August. General Augur on July 23 

ordered Mackenzie to send his Fourth Cavalry—except for 

two companies at Port Clark, one at Fort Duncan, and two at 
32 

Fort McKavett—to Fort Concho.*^ While Colonel Mackenzie 

met Augur in San Antonio for further instructions, during 

the first week of August companies A, D, P, I, and L left 
33 Fort Clark and companies E and K left Port Duncan. Augur, 

Mackenzie, and Company C from Kerrville met the force on 

August 15 at Fort McKavett. Leaving McKavett on the seven

teenth, the expedition, joined by Company H which had been 

stationed at McKavett and two infantry companies, proceeded 

34 to Port Concho.-^ At Concho three Infantry companies were 

added to the command, but Company C was detached and left 

32 Special Order II3, Department of Texas, July 23, 
1874, in Taylor, Indian Campaign, 13-14. 

^^ "Movements of Troops in the Department of Texas 
from August 3I, l874, to August 3I, 1875," Annual Reports, 
W. D., D. T., Division of the Missouri, R. G. 94, 5689 
A. G. 0. 1875, National Archives (copy in possession of 
Ernest Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). Companies B and G re
mained at Fort Clark. Despite the order, none was left at 
Duncan, and only Company M was left at Fort McKavett. 

^ "Post Medical Reports, Fort McKavett, , 1852, 
to June, 1883," Vols. 192-4-5, W. D., Old Records Division, 
A. G. 0., National Archives (hereafter cited as Medical 
History of Fort McKavett"), I8I. 



74 

35 at the post. 

After a final inspection by General Augur and Colonel 

Mackenzie, on August 23 the troops, except for Company E, 

Fourth Cavalry, which followed a few days later, marched 

toward the Freshwater Fork of the Brazos. Traveling with

out Mackenzie, who accompanied Augur to Fort Griffin, the 

column moved up the North Concho River about sixteen miles 

before camping the first night, and a short distance far

ther up the river turned north near present Sterling City. 

After camping on the night of the twenty-sixth at Rendlebrock 

Springs in southern Mitchell County, named for Prussian-born 

Major Joseph Rendlebrock of the Fourth Cavalry, it marched 

near present Colorado City and Snyder, camped on the thirty-

first on the Double Mountain Fork of the Brazos, and on the 

next day reached its destination on the Freshwater Pork.-̂  

While the troops established the supply camp a few miles be

low the mouth of Blanco Canyon, Lieutenant Henry W. Lawton, 

the able quartermaster of the expedition and a regimental 

commander during the Civil War who was later killed in action 

37 
in the Philippine Islands, departed for Fort Griffin, the 

35 "Movements of Troops in the Department of Texas 
from August 3I, l874 to August 3I, l875," as cited; Carter, 
On the Border with Mackenzie, 474. 

3^ "Medical History of Fort Concho," 154; Carter, 
On the_ Border with Mackenzie, 478-480. 

3'̂  Heitman, Historical Register and Dictionary of 
the United States Army, I, b̂ ÔT Lawton, Oklahoma, was 
named for the quartermaster. Nye, Carbine and Lance, 371. 
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supply point located l4o miles to the east, to pick up more 

provisions. A few days later Company E, Fourth Cavalry, 

commanded by Captain Peter E. Boehm, an ex-bugler commissioned 

and decorated by General George Custer during the Civil War 

and a veteran of more than seven years' service on the fron-

38 
tier, rejoined the command. 

While the troops at the Freshwater camp were drilling, 

collecting their supplies, and overhauling their equipment, 

at Fort Griffin Colonel Mackenzie and General Augur were 

formulating plans for the campaign. Augur Instructed Mac

kenzie to "pay no regard to Department or Reservation lines. 

You are at liberty to follow the Indians wherever they go, 

even to the Agencies." If the Indians returned to the agency 

at Fort Sill and Mackenzie followed, he was to assume com

mand of all troops at that point, taking care not to involve 

39 

the friendly bands in any action.-^^ In a memorandum to Au

gur, Mackenzie outlined his plans. With his force he in

tended to move north along the edge of the Plains to the 

head of the Red River and then to scout east either toward 

Quitaque or toward the head of the Salt Fork of the Red. 

Colonel Buell was to move west from Fort Griffin by way of 

the Pease and Red rivers and to push the hostiles in that 

^ Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 179, 48l. 

Augur to Mackenzie, August 28, l874, quoted in 
Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 475-476. 
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area toward Mackenzie. Both columns were to take the field 
4o 

on September l8. 

Mackenzie, possibly delayed by the difficulty of ob-

4l 

taining supplies, did not arrive at the camp on the Fresh

water Fork until the morning of September 19. He immediately 

divided the cavalry companies into two battalions. Captain 

Napoleon B. McLaughlin, hero of the May, I873, attack on the 

Indian villages above Remolino, Mexico, commanded the First 

Battalion, consisting of companies D, F, I, and K. The 

Second Battalion, consisting of companies A, E, H, and L, 
42 

was commanded by Captain E. B. Beaumont, an I861 gradu
ate of West Point and a veteran of the battle of Gettysburg 

and of Sherman's march through Georgia, who had come to 
43 

Texas with the Fourth Cavalry in the spring of I866. The 

two battalions, companies A, C, I, and K of the Tenth In

fantry, Company H of the Eleventh Infantry, and an assort

ment of Seminole, Lipan, and Tonkawa scouts totaled 56O 

4n 
Mackenzie to Augur, n. d., quoted in Carter, On 

the Border with Mackenzie, 476-477. 
4l 

Augur to Sheridan, September 17, l874, quoted 
in ibid., 480-8l. 

42 
"Scouting on the 'Staked Plains' (Llano Estacado) 

with Mackenzie in l874," The United Service, XIII (October 
and November, I885), 4o4 THe"reafter cited as "Scouting with 
Mackenzie in l874"). 

43 
Times-Leader (Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania), August 

17, 1926, quoted in Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 
24-27. 
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44 
enlisted men, 47 officers, and 32 scouts. 

On the same day that Mackenzie arrived at the camp, 

the Seminoles, who had been scouting to the north, reported 

that they had discovered three Indian trails in the vicinity 

of the Pease River. Although none of the trails was very 

large. Colonel Mackenzie, believing that they might lead 

45 him to the hostiles, decided to move northeast. -̂  At six 

o'clock the next morning he led the two cavalry battalions, 

a supply train escorted by two companies of infantry, and 

the Indian scouts onto the Staked Plains. Three infantry 

companies, under the command of Major Thomas M. Anderson, 

Tenth Infantry, were left to guard the supply camp. Having 

marched fifteen miles, at mid-afternoon the expedition 

46 
camped at a waterhole near present McAdoo. As the troops 

were preparing to resume the march, four scouts, who since 

"Tabular Statement of Expeditions and Scouts 
against Indians, etc., made in the Department of Texas dur
ing the Year ending August 3I, l875," W. D., D. T., R. G. 
94, A. G. 0. 1875, National Archives (hereafter cited as 
"Tabular Statement of Expeditions and Scouts, l874"). 

^ Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, September 
19, 1874, W. D., A. G. 0., Letters Received, 3926 D. T. 
1874, National Archives (photocopy in possession of Ernest 
Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). 

46 
Mackenzie, "Memorandum of March of the Column 

from Camp on Freshwater Fork of the Brazos," September 20, 
1874 to October 20, l874, W. D., A. G. 0., Letters Received, 
D. T., 1874, National Archives (photocopy in possession of 
Ernest Wallace, Lubbock, Texas; hereafter cited as Mackenzie, 
"Itinerary of March, September 20 to October 20, l874 ): 
Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 482. 
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the preceding night had been exploring ahead of the column, 

returned with a report that they had been attacked by twenty-

five Comanches, one of their number having narrowly escaped 

47 

death when his horse was shot. The Colonel ordered Lieu

tenant George Albee, Twenty-fourth Infantry, a New Hamp

shire veteran of the Civil War, to take a detachment of 

Seminoles and to track the party of Indians. While Albee 

followed their trail, the other troops marched northeast, 

descended the Caprock, and made camp near present Roaring 

Springs on a tributary of the South Pease River, erroneously 

designated the Big Wichita by Mackenzie. Rejoining the com

mand late in the evening, Albee reported that he had followed 

the trail for several miles without sighting an Indian. 

Mackenzie, dividing his command the next morning, 

ordered Captain McLaughlin and the First Battalion to pursue 

Galveston Daily News, October 22, 1874. The source 
is an account of Mackenzie's movements on the march from 
September 20 to September 29, 1874, and was originally print
ed in the New York Herald, October l6, 1874. Although the 
Galveston Daily I^ws does not name the author, John W. Hunter 
claims that Lieutenant Albee wrote the article. Marvin J. 
Hunter, "The Battle in Palo Duro Canyon," Frontier Times, 
XXI (January, 1944), 177. 

48 
Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, September 20 to 

October 20, l874;" Major G. L. Gillespie, "Map of Portions 
of Texas, New Mexico, and Indian Ty. including the Staked 
Plains (Llano Estacado), showing the Trails of Expeditions 
Commanded by Colonel R. S. Mackenzie, Fourth Cavalry, Colo
nel Nelson Miles, Fifth Infantry, and Lieutenant Colonel 
J. W. Davidson, Tenth Cavalry," W. D., Cartographic Records 
Division, R. G. 75, I876, National Archives (hereafter cited 
as Gillespie, "Map of Expedition"). 
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the Comanche war party. Leaving Lieutenant Lawton's supply 

train trailing far behind, Mackenzie and the other troops 

marched northward to a tributary of the Middle Pease River 

where they halted for two hours while Captain Boehm and 

Company E investigated another Indian trail. When Boehm 

reported that the trail was made by a hunting party from 

the north, the Colonel resumed the march and late that even

ing, having traveled twenty miles during the day, made camp 

49 
on Quitaque Creek. Here he waited a day for McLaughlin's 

First Battalion to rejoin the command, but growing impatient 

when it failed to appear, Mackenzie broke camp at nine 

o'clock on the morning of the twenty-third and moved seven 

miles to a point at the base of the Caprock near the present 

highway between Quitaque and Sllverton. Despite the heavy 

rains which had fallen for two days, during the morning 

Lieutenant Lav/ton brought his cumbersome supply wagons 

50 

through the sticky mud into the camp. Late in the after

noon Captain McLaughlin appeared with a report that he had 

followed the Comanches for thirty-five miles. Although he 

49 
Mackenzie, "Itinerary of March, September 20 to 

October 20, l874;" Gillespie, '̂Map of Expedition." Mac
kenzie recorded that he camped on the Pease River. How
ever, since he was only slightly more than seven miles 
from the base of the Caprock where he later ascended onto 
the Plains, the site necessarily would have been Quitaque 
Creek, a tributary of the North Pease River. 

Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, September 20 to 
October 20, l874;" "Scouting with Mackenzie in l874," 4o6 
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had forced the braves to abandon several horses and con

siderable equipment, the Comanches had escaped under the 

cover of darkness.^ 

The Indians had led McLaughlin south, but Colonel 

Mackenzie, convinced that the hostiles were located near 

the head of the Red River, decided to reach the site by 

following the route by which he had returned across the 

Staked Plains from New Mexico in I872. After spending a 

day moving his supply train up the Caprock, Mackenzie at 

daybreak on the twenty-fifth marched northwest toward Tule 

Canyon, leaving his wagons stalled on the muddy prairies. 

Having traveled twenty miles, much of the distance on foot, 

the troopers at sunset prepared to make camp in the canyon. 

Before the campsite was selected, however. Lieutenant 

William Thompson, a good-natured New Yorker promoted from 

the enlisted ranks who commanded the scouting detachment, 

reported to Colonel Mackenzie. During the day's recon

naissance, Thompson and his scouts, traveling more than 

sixty miles, had crossed many Indian trails running in all 

directions, one leading to the east made by at least 1,500 

horses. Since another scout, a Mr. Strong, who was the 

post guide of Fort Richardson, reported the presence of 

Indians east of the Tule, Mackenzie ordered the weary troops 

of Captain Beaumont's Second Battalion to mount up. Leaving 

•̂̂  Galveston Daily News, October 22, l874. 
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the First Battalion camped in Tule Canyon, the column 

turned northeast, but after marching for five miles with

out encountering any warriors, it camped in a series of 

ravines known as Boehm Canyon. Fearing an attack, Macken-
52 

zie posted a strong guard, but the night passed quietly. 

While the Second Battalion spent the next day graz

ing its horses in Boehm Canyon and the First Battalion re

mained camped in Tule Canyon, the scouts patrolled the 

nearby Plains. One Mexican guide reported that he had seen 

buffalo running west of the Tule as though they were being 

chased by Indians. Other scouts reported that Indians were 

gathering around the First Battalion. Late in the evening 

Captain Beaumont moved the Second Battalion a few miles 

south of Boehm Canyon and camped at a waterhole on the 

53 prairie. A short time later it was joined by the First. 

Taking unusual precautions, Mackenzie increased the strength 

of the guard and ordered the troops to stake, to cross 

54 side-line, and to hobble the horses.-^ 

^ Gillespie, "Map of Expedition;" Mackenzie, "itin
erary of March, September 20 to October 20, l874;" 'Scout
ing with Mackenzie in l874," 407-4o8. 

53 
Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, September 20 to 

October 20, l874." 
Galveston Daily News, October 22, l874. Each 

animal was tied by a thirty-foot rope one inch in diameter 
attached to an iron stake. Each pair of the horses' legs 
was tied together or "hobbled," and the right foreleg was 
tied to the left hind leg or vice-versa. This procedure, 
known as "side-lining," was used only in times of great 
danger. 



82 

At ten o'clock an estimated 250 warriors struck the 

command. Firing and yelling in an attempt to stampede the 

horses, the braves circled the encampment, centering their 

attack principally on Company A commanded by Captain Beau

mont. The troopers met the assault, rushed extra guards to 

their horses, and held the line without any loss. At mid

night they heard Lieutenant Lawton and his wagon train ap

proaching the encampment. The teamsters, cracking their 

whips and yelling at their mules, were completely unaware 

of the battle, perhaps because of unusual atmospheric con

ditions, but for reasons never satisfactorily explained, 

the Indians did not attack the train. Although light skir

mishing continued throughout the night, about one o'clock 

the main body of warriors withdrew to the ravines located 

north of the encampment. They reappeared at daybreak in 

large numbers on the ridge surrounding the command. No 

longer content merely to defend the camp, Mackenzie ordered 

Captain Boehm with Company E and Lieutenant Thompson and 

his scouts to carry the fight to the Indians. When the 

cavalry charged at a full gallop, the braves lost their 

heart for battle.^^ In the skirmish that followed a bit 

of humor intruded on the realism of the struggle. Henry, 

a carelessly unarmed Tonkawa scout, approached a dazed 

55 
Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, September 20 to 

October 20, l874;" "Scouting with Mackenzie in 1874," 409; 
Carter, The Old Sergeant's Story, 105. 
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Figure 1. Mackenzie's Palo Duro Campaign, September, 1874 
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Mackenzie had found one of the major hideouts of 

the hostiles. Assured by medicine men that it was a place 

safe from the blue-coated troopers, all of the hostile 

Kiowas led by Mamanti, a large band of Comanches under 0-

ha-ma-tai, and a small band of Cheyennes under Iron Shirt 

had camped in five villages strung along the banks of the 
60 

Red River. The Indians had chosen their place of refuge 

well. In the canyon they had a never-failing source of good 

water; their horses grazed on the luxuriant meadows between 

the river and the canyon walls. An abundance of trees--

cottonwood, mesquite, cedar, and hackberry—provided wood 

for fuel and shelter. Wild plums and grapes, turkey, and 

deer added variety to their diet. The canyon walls which 

towered five hundred to seven hundred feet above protected 

them against cold winter winds and unfriendly eyes. 

When after a fifteen minute search the scouts dis

covered a trail leading to the canyon floor, Colonel Mac

kenzie quietly said, "Mr. Thompson, take your men down and 

open the fight." Thompson and his scouts, followed by 

Captain Beaumont and the Second Battalion, started into 

what one of the scouts later called the "jaws of death." 

The descent, which required nearly an hour, was a night

mare. Leading their horses, the troops moved single file, 

Nye, Carbine and Lance, 284. 
61 

Carter, The Old Sergeant's Story, 107. 
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stumbling and sliding down the steep and slippery, zigzag 

trail. About two-thirds of the way to the bottom, they en

countered a startled Indian look-out, who let out a loud 

"war-whoop." Although a quick shot ended the savage's 

earthly career, the cry and the shot aroused everyone in 

the villages below, and before the soldiers reached the 

canyon floor, the Indians were scattering in all direc-
62 

tions. 

When Lieutenant Thompson's scouts. Captain Beau

mont's Company A, and Captain Boehm's Company E reached the 

bottom of the cliff, they formed a column and headed up 

the canyon in pursuit of the tribesmen. A few minutes later 

companies H and L were on the canyon floor and, led by Colo

nel Mackenzie, joined the chase. The scene that greeted 

the troopers as they rode up the canyon was one of utter 

chaos. Everywhere the ground was strewn with articles drop

ped by the panic-stricken Indians in their hasty flight. 

Blankets, clothing, cooking utensils, buffalo robes, shields, 

ammunition—all were thrown to the winds as their owners 

fled from the attack of the blue-coats. Pack animals whose 

hastily tied burdens had slipped below their bellies ran 

crazily through the cedar brush. Others tied to trees pulled 

62 
Mackenzie, "Itinerary of March, September 20 to 

October 20, l874;" Carter, The Old Sergeant's Story, 107. 
^ Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, September 20 

to October 20, l874;" "Scouting with Mackenzie in l874," 
410-411. 
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desperately at their ropes. Ahead rode a number of braves 

64 
driving a large herd of horses. 

After a running, four-mile skirmish in which Thomp

son's scouts killed three warriors, companies A and E 

separated the Indians from their herd of ponies. Then, de

ciding against further pursuit. Captain Beaumont ordered 

his men to take the ponies and to fall back toward the 

65 camps. When the troopers attempted to drive the herd 

down the canyon, the frightened horses ran from one pass 

to another in pathetic attempts to escape the confusion of 

the battle. By shooting the leaders and blocking the trails, 

the cavalrymen finally succeeded in bunching the animals. 

They then moved the herd down the canyon about two miles 

to a point where they met Colonel Mackenzie with companies 

. 67 H and L. 

Shortly after the forces joined, the troopers dis

covered that not all of the Indians had fled. Many of the 

braves and some of the squaws had climbed up the side of 

the canyon and had taken cover behind the numerous boulders 

and bushes. When the troops returned with the herd, the 

fill 

Nye, Carbine and Lance, 286; "Scouting with 
Mackenzie in 1874,'' 4ll. 

65 
Mackenzie, "Itinerary of March, September 20 to 

October 20, l874." 

Carter, The Old Sergeant's Story, 108. 

"̂  "Scouting with Mackenzie in l874, " 4ll. 
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Indians opened a withering fire. For Mackenzie and his men, 

these were the most perilous moments of the battle. One 

trooper, seeing that they were practically surrounded, mur

mured, "how will we ever get out of here?" Mackenzie, 

overhearing the remark, sharply replied, "I brought you in, 
68 

I will take you out." Despite the heavy fighting, the 

command suffered only one casualty. Trumpeter Henry Hard, 

who, although shot through the bowels, lived to sound his 

bugle calls for many more years. The battle continued for 

some time, but with the additional loss of only a few cav

alry mounts. When the firing finally diminished, the 

troops moved toward the camps with companies H and L de-

69 ployed to protect the flanks. 

By noon, Mackenzie, recognizing that an assault on 

the warriors lodged along the canyon walls would result in 

numerous casualties, was ready to destroy the camps and to 

leave the canyon. He ordered companies A and E to occupy 

the base of the trail along the canyon wall. Fearing that 

the Indians might rally on the Plains at the top of the 

trail and cut off his escape, he sent Company H, commanded 

by Captain Sebastian Gunther, German-born soldier commissioned 

in 1863 and appointed a company commander in I87O, to prevent 

^^ Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 491. 

^ Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, September 20 to 
October 20, l874;" '̂Scouting with Mackenzie in l874, " 411. 
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any such possibility. While companies D, I, and K were de

ployed as skirmishers, he ordered one detachment to pull 

down the lodges and to destroy all of the equipment and sup

plies and another to guard the herd until it could be driven 

70 
out of the canyon. 

The troopers found that the Indians had stocked their 

larder well for the winter. In the lodges they found bows 

and arrows, all sorts of robes, new reservation-issue blank-

kets, stone china, kettles, tools and implements including 

even a pair of tinner's shears, modern breech-loading rifles 

with ammunition, bales of calico, sacks of flour, and gro

ceries of many kinds. Many of the items were appropriated 

by the Tonkawa squaws who accompanied the expedition; the 

rest were burned. 

When all of the lodges and the provisions had been 

destroyed, Mackenzie ordered the troops to move the herd 

out of the canyon. Although the trail was almost impass

able, by four o'clock the troops had driven 1,424 Indian 

ponies onto the Plains. After spending an hour bunching 

them into a compact group, the command formed around them 

a living corral. One company moved in advance of the herd; 

^^ "Scouting with Mackenzie in l874," 4ll-4l2; 
Heitman, Historical Register and Dictionary of the United 
States Army, I, 4^3-4B4": 

71 
' Galve 

ston Daily News, October 22, l874. Several 
scouts, in violation of Mackenzie's orders, of the Tonkawa . - -, 

had brought their squaws along on the campaign. 
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two rode on each side in columns of two; and another marched 

in the rear. In this fashion the column traveled slowly 

across the prairies to Tule Canyon, where it arrived at the 

encampment of the Infantry companies and the supply train 

a few minutes past twelve on the morning of September 29. 

After turning the herd over to the infantrymen, the exhausted 

troopers, having spent thirty-one of the preceding thirty-

three hours in the saddle or in the battle, rolled into their 
72 

blankets for a well-earned rest. 

The next morning Mackenzie devoted his attention to 

his most immediate problem, the captured horses. Bitter 

experience on the North Fork of the Red River in September, 

1872, when he had lost a large herd of Indian ponies and 

some of his own to the midnight raid of a Kwahadl war party, 

had taught him that it was difficult, if not impossible, to 

hold a herd against an Indian attack. Furthermore, the ne

cessity of guarding the animals would hinder the command 

during the remainder of the scout. He decided, therefore, 

that most of them must be destroyed. Since he had promised 

a number of the ponies to the guides for their hazardous 

duties, 376 of the better horses were cut out. Forty were 

given to one guide, a few were given to each of the other 

scouts, and some were distributed among the companies. 

Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, September 20 to 
October 20, l874; " ̂ 'Scouting with Mackenzie in l874, " 4l2. 



92 

Infantrymen under the direction of Lieutenant Lawton spent 

73 the morning just west of the Tule shooting the other 1,048. 

With the battle in Palo Duro Canyon and the slaughter 

of the horses, the first phase of Mackenzie's campaign was 

over. Having found one of the principal hideouts of the 

hostiles less than ten days after leaving the Freshv/ater 

camp, he had struck the most devastating blow of the cam

paign. Instead of being permitted to spend the winter amidst 

the comfortable surroundings of the canyon, the villagers 

had been cast adrift on the treacherous Plains. Although 

only four Indians had been killed, their provisions had been 

destroyed, their lodges had been burned, and most important 

of all, their horses had been captured. Without their horses 

the Indians of the Plains could not hunt the buffalo nor long 

evade the columns of blue-coats combing the land. 

^ Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, September 20 to 
October 20, l874;" Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, 
October 26, l874, W. D., A. G. 0., Letters Received, 4310 
D. T. 1874, National Archives (photocopy in possession of 
Ernest Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). 
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Farnsworth and a detachment of twenty-eight troopers from 

Price's Eighth Cavalry struck about one hundred Cheyennes 
4 

on McClellan Creek, killing four in a seven-hour battle. 

Two days later Lieutenant Frank Baldwin at the head of two 

companies of the Fifth Infantry encountered a large band 

of Cheyennes north of McClellan Creek. Realizing that he 

was outnumbered but unable to retreat, the Ingenious lieu

tenant placed his Infantrymen in wagons, charged the camp, 

and put the disconcerted Indians to flight. Amidst the 

confusion of the attack, the troops recovered two young 

girls, Adelaide and Julie Germaine, who had been held cap-

tive for several months.-^ 

Meanwhile, the command from Fort Griffin under Colo

nel Buell, a force of 15 officers, 211 enlisted men, and 

27 scouts, had established a supply camp in present Okla

homa between and near the junction of the Salt Fork and 

Red rivers. From there Buell marched up the Salt Fork 

and on October 9 destroyed a small Kiowa camp at the foot 

Farnsworth to Departmental Headquarters, November 
7, 1874, in Taylor, Indian Campaign, IO2-IO3. 

^ Miles to Departmental Headquarters, November 17, 
1874, in ibid., IO5-IO6; Nye, Carbine and Lance, 291-292. 

"Tabular Statement of Expeditions and Scouts, 
1874;" Lieutenant A. Raphall, "Map of Scout of Second Col
umn, Indian Territory Expedition, l874. Commanded by Lieu
tenant Colonel G. P. Buell, Eleventh Infantry," W. D., 
National Archives (hereafter cited as Raphall, "Map of 
Buell's Expeditions"). 
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moved up the Washita River to Fort Cobb, and then traveled 

west along the divide between the Washita and the North 

Pork of the Red to Sweetwater Creek. At the Sweetwater 

the command headed south, crossed the North Fork, and spent 

from September 24 through September 29 in a search of the 

breaks between Mulberry Creek and the edge of the Staked 

Plains. Leaving Mulberry on September 30, Davidson marched 

east along the Red River and arrived at Fort Sill on Octo

ber 10, having marched 575 miles without encountering a 

sizable party of Indians. Returning to the field on Octo

ber 21 with 25 officers, 470 enlisted men, and 50 Indian 

scouts. Colonel Davidson traveled west to the head of the 

North Fork of the Red, turned south to McClellan Creek, and 

then headed north to Sweetwater Creek. Caught without sup

plies by a howling norther in an inhospitable land that af

forded neither grass nor water, the Colonel decided to 

return to Sill. Moving slowly over ice-coated trails, the 

column marched down the North Fork, picked up provisions 
11 

near Gypsum Bluffs, and arrived at Sill on November 29. 

Colonel Mackenzie, meanwhile, continued to search 

the country from above the head of Palo Duro Canyon 

Davidson to Departmental Headquarters, October 
10, 1874, in Taylor, Indian Campaign, ̂ 6̂9-73; "Tabular State
ment of Expeditions and Scouts, lb74." 

•̂̂  Nye, Carbine and Lance, 290-293; Davidson to De
partmental HeadquartersT^ecember 22, l874, in Taylor, 
Indian Campaign, 139-140; "Tabular Statement of Expeditions 
and Scouts, lo74. 
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southward to the vicinity of the present city of Snyder. 

For three days after the engagement in Palo Duro, Mac

kenzie grazed his mounts along Tule Creek, and then shortly 

after noon on October 2, he led his forces northwest to 

locate the trail of the fleeing villagers. That night he 

camped at a waterhole about seven miles southeast of the 

head of Blanca-Clta Canyon. When he reached the canyon the 

next morning. Lieutenant Thompson, who had been scouting 

ahead of the column, reported that he had not found any 

sign of the Indians. Thompson erroneously believed that 

most of the Indians in the Palo Duro battle were Apaches 

12 
who had fled in the direction of Fort Stanton, New Mexico. 

Continuing in a northwesterly direction, the command 

camped on the night of October 4 near the present city of 

Canyon. From there it circled eastward around the head of 

Palo Duro Canyon and along its northeastern rim, capturing 

a few horses along the way from a small band of braves who 

scurried into the great canyon. Leaving the canyon, the 

cavalry crept slowly northeast for two days across muddy 

prairies, soaked by forty-eight hours of heavy rains. The 

cumbersome supply wagons bogged down in the mire and had 

to be left behind. A few hours after daybreak on October 

7 the cavalrymen encountered fifteen Mexicans driving six 

•̂^ Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, September 20 to 
October 20, l874;" Gillespie, "Map of Expedition." 



98 

ox-carts loaded with provisions. Since the Mexicans 

claimed to be buffalo hunters, they were not molested, but 

three of them joined the force to serve as guides. Mac

kenzie later learned that the supplies eventually were de-
14 

livered to a band of hostiles. 

Next day, after marching part of the way on foot to 

rest the falling horses, the expedition reached the head 

of a small stream on the edge of the Plains, probably a 

tributary of Mulberry Creek. There it discovered two more 

Mexicans with an empty ox-wagon, eight oxen, and a small 

burro. Supposing that the party had been hauling supplies 

to the Indians, Mackenzie ordered the wagon destroyed and 
15 

the oxen divided among the companies for beef. A burly 

trooper appropriated the burro for his mount, but although 

they laughed at the amusing spectacle, other cavalrymen, 

their horses exhausted by the soggy trails, were riding 

mules or walking. 

The troops spent the next five days in an unsuccess

ful search of the broken country between Mulberry Creek 

and the Plains, finding trails, but no Indians. Meanwhile, 

•̂3 Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, September 20 to 
October 20, l874." 

"Scouting with Mackenzie in l874," 536. 

Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, September 20 zo 
October 20, l874." 

-1 ^ 

"Scouting with Mackenzie in l874," 536. 
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the shortage of supplies grew increasingly serious. When 

on the tenth the supply train finally caught up with the 

column with its wagons almost empty, Mackenzie ordered 

Lieutenant Lawton to return to the supply camp on the Fresh

water Fork to pick up more provisions. With Lawton he sent 

fifty-five broken horses and a number of sick and disabled 

17 men. 

Moving south with his reduced force. Colonel Mac

kenzie, after doubling across the Red River, camped on the 

night of October 13 on the north bank of the river near the 

mouth of Mulberry Creek. The expedition for two days had 

been fdlowing a large trail made by Comanches, Kiowas, and 

Cheyennes, but the next morning, realizing that his worn 

horses and tired men could not maintain the pace necessary 

to catch the band, the Colonel abandoned the chase. After 

a day of scouting east of Mulberry Creek and north of the 

Red River, where Lieutenant Thompson's scouts saw a few 

Indians traveling northward and picked up a few ponies, 

the column crossed to the south side of Red River, camped 

on the night of October l6 on the North Pease River, spent 

the next day and night grazing the horses along the stream, 

and on the eighteenth moved to a camp a few miles north of 

present Matador.-^^ Before the command broke camp the 

^^ Mackenzie. "Itinerary of March, September 20 to 
October 20, l874;" '̂Scouting with Mackenzie in l874, " 537. 

"̂^ Mackenzie, "Itinerary of March, September 20 to 
October 20, l874." 
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following morning, it was met by a detachment escorting a 

wagon filled with rations, mail, and a little forage. Al

though the supplies were meager, the mail, the first in 

many weeks, revived the spirits of the weary men."̂  In the 

afternoon the column moved a few miles southeast to a tribu

tary of the South Pease River, probably Dutchman's Creek. 

Next day Lieutenant Lawton brought in fifteen days' rations 

and three days' forage and then left immediately for Fort 
20 

Griffin to pick up more. 

After remaining on Dutchman's Creek for three days, 

the expedition marched to the Freshwater Fork of the Brazos, 

arriving at the supply camp late in the night on October 
21 

23. The first scout of Mackenzie's autumn campaign was 

over. In thirty-four days his men had traveled nearly 450 

miles, had captured 1,445 horses, and had killed 4 Indians. 

Although not a man had been lost and only one had been 

wounded, both the horses and the men were frazzled. Never

theless, Mackenzie, suspecting that a large village of hos

tiles was located on the headwaters of the Double Mountain 

Fork of the Brazos, immediately began planning for another 

expedition. 

19 
"Scouting with Mackenzie in l874," 539. 

^^ Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, September 20 to 
October 20, l874;" "Scouting with Mackenzie in l874," 
539. 

'^'^ Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 503. 
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The troopers spent the next week overhauling their 

equipment, shoeing horses, and performing other routine 

duties. Then, late on the afternoon of October 30, Mac-

22 kenzle ordered the men to return to the field. Since 

he had sent Company E, Fourth Cavalry, to Fort Concho and 

only slightly more than half of the men in the other seven 

cavalry companies were fit for duty, the force was now much 

23 
smaller. Taking only those who could meet the rigors of 

long hours in the saddle. Colonel Mackenzie moved southwest 

onto the Plains, skirting the edge of the Caprock for about 

thirty miles and occasionally dipping into the arroyos jut

ting out into the prairie. After crossing the Double Moun

tain Fork of the Brazos near present Slaton and then 

pursuing a northwesterly course that roughly paralleled 

the river, he camped for the night in Yellowhouse Canyon 

near the present city of Lubbock. The next day was spent 

in the Yellowhouse where, although there was no wood, there 

^^ Mackenzie, "Continuation of Itinerary of March of 
First Southern Column," November 8, l874, W. D., A. G. 0., 
Letters Received, D. T., l874. National Archives (photo
copy in possession of Ernest Wallace, Lubbock, Texas; (here
after cited as Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, October 30 
to November 8, l874"). 

^3 Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, November 
9, 1874, W, D., A. G. 0., Letters Received, 4530 D. T. 
1874, National Archives (photocopy in possession of Ernest 
Wallace, Lubbock, Texas); "Movements of troops in the De- ^̂  
partment of Texas from August 3I, l874, to August 3I, 1^75, 
as cited. 
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24 was ample water and grazing. 

Leaving the canyon on November 2, the command trav

eled southwest. After sighting a few Indians off to the 

right during the day's march, the column altered course to 

the west and just before morning arrived at the north end 

of Laguna Rica (Rich Lake) located about seven miles north

east of present Brownfield, The command then turned back 

to the east, passing the south tip of Mound Lake, and 

marched to Las Lagunas Quatras, four small lakes ten miles 

west of present Tahoka.^^ As the main command prepared to 

go into camp, some of the scouts sighted a herd of horses. 

The ponies led the column to eight Indian lodges only four 

miles east of the lakes. Attacking the village, the troopers 

killed 2 Indians, captured 19 women and children, and took 

l44 horses. Among the captives were some whom Mackenzie had 

captured near the North Fork of the Red River two years ear-

1. 26 Her. 

After staying that night near the site of the battle, 

the command moved ten miles east to a camp on the west side 

of Tahoka Lake. Although the troopers spent a quiet day. 

2^ Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, October 30 to 
November 8, 1874;" Gillespie, "Map of Expedition." 

25 
Ibil-
Mackenzie, "Itinerary of March, October 30 to 

November 8, 1874;" Augur to Division Headquarters, November 
17, 1874, W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, 2815 A. G. 0. l874. Na
tional Archives. 
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Lieutenant Thompson and his scouts struck another small In

dian party, killing two braves and capturing a few more 

27 
horses. Since he had failed to locate any large villages, 

Mackenzie was ready to return to the supply camp. Leaving 

Lake Tahoka at noon on November 5, he stopped for the night 

sixteen miles to the southeast, descended the Caprock near 

present Post on the next day, and turning toward the north, 

arrived at the headquarters camp late in the night on Novem-

28 

ber 8. The second expedition of Mackenzie's autumn cam

paign had been completed. In ten hard days the troops had 

traveled more than 225 miles, had killed 4 Indians, and 

had captured 19 women and children. Nearly l60 horses, 

most of which were given to the scouts, were also taken. 

Although the scout had not turned up any large band of hos

tiles, the continual presence of the cavalry on the Plains 

had not allowed the Indians any opportunity to prepare for 

the coming winter. 

For nearly two weeks Mackenzie remained in his supply 

camp. His men were exhausted. Since the horses had been 

making long marches each day with little forage, they were 

^ Gillespie, "Map of Expedition;" Mackenzie to De
partmental Headquarters, November 9, l874, as cited. Mac
kenzie reported that Lieutenant Thompson's skirmish occurred 
on November 4, but the "Tabular Statement of Expeditions 
and Scouts, l874" states that the battle was on November 5. 

^^ Mackenzie, "Itinerary of March, October 30 to No
vember 8, 1874;" Gillespie, "Map of Expedition." 
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perhaps in worse condition. Large supplies of grain were 

needed before the animals again could render satisfactory 

service. In a report on November 9, Colonel Mackenzie de

manded that Departmental Headquarters investigate the short-

29 

age, writing that "someone must be much to blame." De

spite the poor state of the horses, the men prepared for 

the third and final scout of the campaign. 

When a wagon train loaded with corn arrived on the 

Freshwater Fork on November l6, Mackenzie was ready to 

move, although he was uncertain whether to turn north toward 

the Palo Duro or south to the Mucha-Que valley near present 

Gail on the headwaters of the Colorado River. Sleet storms 

battered the troops for several days, delaying any move-
30 

ment. When the weather finally cleared, Mackenzie on 

November 22, having decided to explore to the north, moved 

a force of 13 officers and 265 enlisted men from companies 

A, D, I, H, and L of the Fourth Cavalry, 38 infantrymen, and 

l4 scouts to the head of Blanco Canyon, thirty miles upriver 

from the supply camp. From there he sent out spies in 

three different directions. One Lipan and four Tonkawas were 

sent to explore the Tule and Blanca-Clta canyons; two Mexi

cans and three Seminoles were directed to scout the area to 

2^ Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, November 
9, 1874, as cited. 

^ Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, November 
16-21, 1874, W. D., A. G. 0., Letters Received, 49r?6 D. T. 
1874, National Archives (photocopy in possession of Ernest 
Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). 
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the west along the Double Mountain Fork of the Brazos be

tween the head of Blanco Canyon and Salado Lake; and a 

party of enlisted men, headed by Mr. Strong and Sergeant 

John B. Charlton, Company F, Fourth Cavalry, were sent to 

search the region around Quitaque.31 

Mackenzie, while his scouts scoured these areas, 

formulated plans for the winter. It was evident that the 

efforts of his column and those operating to the north had 

demoralized the hostiles. Many of the once proud warriors 

had already surrendered at the agencies. General Sheridan, 

however, believing that the final success of the campaign 

required the establishment of a camp somewhere in the vi

cinity of McClellan Creek, had ordered Mackenzie to man 

the outpost with companies of the Fourth. Although the 

morale of his men was high, the Colonel, having suffered 

the same hardships himself, was aware that the troopers 

badly needed a rest. He therefore worked out a program 

for the movement to McClellan Creek of the fresh compan

ies B, C, E, G, and M, then stationed at forts Clark, 

McKavett, and Concho. The companies in the field were to 

be sent to their home posts to recuperate. Since it was 

not certain that the base would be established, he intended 

meanwhile to hold to his plans for one more expedition on 

3 Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, November 
27, 1874, in Taylor, Indian Campaign, 114-117. 
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the South Plains.32 

The scouts returned with reports that there were few 

Indians to be found to the north or to the west; Mackenzie 

therefore decided to turn south and explore the Mucha-Que 

33 
valley.-̂ -̂  On December 3 he moved from the head of Blanco 

Canyon southwesterly toward the Double Mountain Fork of 

the Brazos. After spending the first night at a waterhole 

near present Ralls, the expedition crossed the river and on 

the second night was forced to stop on the prairie by a 

34 
howling norther that froze several of the horses.-^ When 

at daybreak the scouts reported that they had located some 

Indians at Lake Tahoka, three miles away, the command im

mediately started for the lake. No Indians were there, but 

a discovery more welcome than Indians was made--a little 

cover for the soldiers and their mounts in a ravine jutting 

out from the west edge of the water. What had begun as 

rain was now sleet; until it stopped there was little point 

^ Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, November 
27, 1874, in Taylor, Indian Campaign, 114-117; Mackenzie 
to Departmental Headquarters, December 2, l874, in ibid., 
117-119. 

33 
Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, December 

2, 1874, in ibid., 117-119. 
34 

Mackenzie, "itinerary," enclosure with communi
cation, Mackenzie to Departmental Headquarters, January 7, 
1875, W. D., D. T., R. G. 94, 252 A. G. 0. l875. National 
Archives (hereafter cited as Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, 
December 3 to December 19, 1874"); Gillespie, "Map of Ex
pedition;" Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 514-515. 
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35 
in continuing the expedition. 

When the next morning dawned clear and cold, Macken

zie ordered the command to march. Moving first to Las 

Lagunas Quatras, he then turned southeast, descended the 

Caprock, and made camp in the head of a small creek where 

the men found ample supplies of wood and water. During 

the next day the expedition had its first encounter with 

Indians when a Lipan scout discovered and killed a Comanche 

straggler. Since it was not far, Mackenzie decided to ex

plore the Mucha-Que valley, a popular rendezvous for the 

Comanches, and moved twenty-four miles southeast toward it 

before stopping for the night.3° 

The next day, while the column was camped approxi

mately east of present Laimesa near the boundary of Dawson 

and Borden counties, a scout reported five Comanche braves 

lurking in the vicinity. The Colonel ordered Lieutenant 

Lewis Warrington, Company I, Fourth Cavalry, a native of 

Washington, D. C , who had served in the regiment since 

1867, to take a detachment of ten men and to attack them. 

After a two-mile chase, one of the braves, his horse fail

ing, abandoned the animal and ran on foot for a mile before 

^^ Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, December^^3 to 
December 19, l874;" Gillespie, "Map of Expedition." 

36 Ibid. 
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Plains west of Mucha-Que. At nine o'clock in the evening 

the command returned to the Plains, marching all night in 

a westerly direction. Having traveled thirty-three miles, 

at eleven o'clock on the next morning it reached the north 

end of Lagunas Sabinas (Cedar Lake), a waterhole campsite 

of the redmen. There the troops found signs, including 

dried buffalo meat, but there were no Indians. After a few 

hours of rest the men were again in their saddles, doubling 

back to the headwaters of the Colorado. Having returned 

to Mucha-Que at nightfall on the tenth, they remained in the 

valley between present Gail and Snyder for the next five 

39 days.-̂ ^ 

Frequent rains and the condition of the men and ani

mals made further scouting impossible. Lack of forage, 

long marches, and inclement weather had left the horses too 

weak to continue, and the men, now subsisting on a small 

amount of buffalo meat each day, were continually hungry. 

Clothing was in disrepair; some of the troopers were almost 

barefoot. The rains again turned into snow and ice, fur

ther contributing to the misery. Fortunately, on the night 

of December l4 the supply wagons, long delayed by the severe 

weather and the boggy ground, finally caught up with the 

column. With his provisions replenished, Mackenzie set 

3^ Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, December 3 to 
December 19, l874;" Gillespie, "Map of Expedition." 
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out for Duck Creek, where the supply camp was now located. 

Heading northeast on December l6, the expedition crossed 

the Fort Concho trail, circled to the east of McKenzie Moun

tain in the southeast corner of present Kent County, crossed 

the Double Mountain Fork of the Brazos on the seventeenth, 

and camped on the Salt Pork on the night of the eighteenth. 

The next morning the weary men marched to the junction of 

Duck Creek and the Salt Fork, ten miles west of present 

Jayton, where they found the supply train and the remainder 

of the force awaiting them and ready for the trip to the 

4o home posts. The third and final scout of Mackenzie's 

autumn campaign had been completed. For seventeen days 

the troopers had searched the Plains, traveling more than 

225 miles, killing 3 braves, and capturing 1. 

Few of the men would soon forget the past three 

months. The Colonel and many of the rest had spent sixty-

one days on the trail. In that time they had marched well 

over 900 miles, had fought 5 battles, had killed 9 Indians, 

had captured 22, and had taken over 1,600 horses, in the 

face of the most adverse weather conditions imaginable. 

Weather, not the hostile warriors, had proved to be the 

real hazard of the campaign. 

Mackenzie, "itinerary of March, December 3 to 
December 19, l874;" Gillespie, "Map of Expedition;" Carter, 
On the Border with Mackenzie, 518-519. 
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At the Duck Creek camp Mackenzie found orders direct

ing him to abandon plans for the post on McClellan Creek, 

to break up the expedition, and to report to Departmental 

Headquarters in San Antonio for further instructions. He 

was ordered to send three companies to Fort Richardson (D, 

F, and L, Fourth Cavalry), five to Fort McKavett (A and H, 

Fourth Cavalry; I, C, and K, Tenth Infantry), and three to 

Fort Concho (l. Fourth Cavalry; A, Tenth Infantry; and H, 

4l 

Eleventh Infantry), Although the troops left on Decem

ber 20 for their home posts, they were delayed by heavy 

rains and did not arrive at the forts until January. Com

pany L, Fourth Cavalry, arrived at Richardson on January 

6, and companies A, H, and I, Fourth Cavalry arrived at the 

post on January 12. Companies F and K, Fourth Cavalry, 

which did not participate in the December scout, had reached 

Richardson on December 24. Company D arrived at Fort Grif

fin on January 7. Companies C, I, and K, Tenth Infantry, 

arrived at Fort McKavett on January 22, and Company A, 

Tenth Infantry, and Company H, Eleventh Infantry, arrived 
^2 

at Fort Concho on January 20. Colonel Mackenzie, who 

4l 
Departmental Headquarters to Mackenzie, December 

5, 1874, as quoted in Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 
521. General Augur, believlngThat Company K, Fourth Cav-
alry, had already gone to Fort Concho, did not include the 
company in his order. 

"Movements of Troops in the Department of Texas 
from August 3I, 1874 to Aucust 3I, l875, as cited; "Medi
cal Plistory of Fort McKavett," 210; "Medical History of 
Fort Concho," 167. 



CHAPTER V 

EVALUATION AND EPILOGUE 

After a brief furlough in the East in the winter of 

1875, Colonel Mackenzie returned to Texas and began the 

transfer of his Fourth Cavalry to Fort Sill. Companies B 

and G left Fort Clark on February 21; companies F, K, and 

L left Port Richardson on March l4; Company H left Fort 

McKavett and Company D left Port Griffin on March 27; Com

pany A left Clark on April 1; Company I left Richardson 

on April I8; and Company H left Richardson on May 6. Mac-
^ 1 

kenzle assumed command of Port Sill on March 16. 

When Mackenzie arrived at Sill, he found that most 

of the Indians had returned to the reservation. The army's 

constant harassment in the autumn had broken the resist

ance of the hostiles. Fighting approximately twenty en

gagements, the columns of Mackenzie, Miles, Price, Buell, 

and Davidson, although killing and capturing very few 

warriors, had taken thousands of horses and had destroyed 
2 

hundreds of lodges and great amounts of provisions. With 

the blue-coated patrols swarming like ants over the lands 

of Northwest Texas and Southwest Oklahoma, the Indians had 

"Military Service of Ranald S. Mackenzie," as 
cited; "Movements of Troops in the Department of Texas 
from August 3I, l874 to August 31, l875," as cited. 

2 
Sheridan, Engagements with Hostile Indians, 41-44. 

114 
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no opportunity to recoup their losses. Without their 

horses, dried meat, and lodges, they could not resist the 

combined onslaught of the army and the cruel winter, the 

worst in decades. Reluctantly they made their way to the 

reservations to throw down their arms and to accept the 

"white man's road." 

Even before the icy northers struck the Plains, the 

hostile bands had begun to come into the agencies. The 

notorious Kiowa chief Big Tree and a party of six Kiowas 

and twelve Cheyennes on September 30 surrendered to Lieu

tenant Thomas H. Nelll, Sixth Cavalry, at the Cheyenne 

agency at Darlington. Three days later Nelll accepted 

the surrender of Satanta, who brought with him thirty-
4 

seven warriors and more than a hundred women and children. 

When the army, by direction of Secretary of War Belknap, 

hastily started the infamous Kiowa to the Texas State Peni

tentiary, Indian Agent Haworth and Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs Smith vigorously but unsuccessfully protested. 

The order stood, and Satanta remained in prison at Hunts-

ville until October, 11, I878, when he committed suicide.-^ 

3 Nelll to Departmental Headquarters, October 1, 
1874, in Taylor, Indian Campaign, 64-68. 

Nelll to Departmental Headquarters, October 4, 
1874, in ibid., 88-90. 

^ Belknap to Sheridan, October 6, 1874, in ibid., 
90-91; Haworth to Smith, November 7, l874 and Smith to the 
Secretary of the Interior, November 9, l874, in ibid., 
93_94; Mooney, History of the Kiowa Indians, 209. 
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About the same time that Satanta turned himself in at the 

Cheyenne agency, a village of 104 Kiowa and Comanche lodges, 

numbering approximately 500 Indians, surrendered at Fort 

Sill. Then on October 20 White Horse and twenty-four 

Cheyennes, who had been in the Palo Duro battle against 
7 

Colonel Mackenzie, were arrested by Lieutenant Nelll. 

Major G. W. Schofleld with three companies of Colonel David

son's column surprised a Comanche camp on Elk Creek four 

days later, capturing 69 braves, 250 women and children, 

and between 1,500 and 2,000 horses. Among the captives 

were the prominent Comanche chiefs Ta-ba-nan-e-ka, White 
8 

Wolf, Little Crow, Red Food, and Black Duck. On October 

28 twenty more warriors and about fifty women and children 
9 

surrendered at Fort Sill. Lieutenant Nelll accepted the 

surrender of Big Horse and seventy-seven Cheyennes a week 

10 
later. In late December Captain A. B. Keyes, under the 

command of Colonel Davidson, captured fifty-two Cheyennes 

Nelll to Departmental Headquarters, October 4, l874, 
as cited. 

7 
Nelll to Departmental Headquarters, October 20, 

1874, in Taylor, Indian Campaign, 74-75. 
o 
Sheridan, Engagements with Hostile Indians^ 42; 

Haworth to Smith, September 20, lb75. In Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, "Report," November 1, l875, 44 Cong., 1 
Sess., House Exec. Doc. I, pt. V (Washington, l875}, 773-
777. 

5 Sheridan, Engagements with Hostile Indians, 43. 

^^ Assistant Adjutant General to Army Headquarters, 
November 7, l874, in Taylor, Indian Campaign, 102. 
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near Kingfisher Creek on the North Fork of the Canadian 
11 

River. 

The capitulation of the tribesmen continued during 

the first half of I875. In February Lone Wolf and Poor 
12 

Buffalo with about 250 Kiowas laid down their arms. In 

a colorful ceremony near the Cheyenne agency on March 6, 

Lieutenant Nelll accepted the surrender of Stone Calf and 

the largest band of hostile Cheyennes, numbering 24o war

riors and 680 women and children."^3 scouts Jack Stillwell 

and Jack Kilmartin in April brought in Mow-way and I85 

l4 Comanches. The same month, acting on instructions of 

Colonel Mackenzie, Dr. J. J. Sturms, Sergeant Charlton of 

the Fourth Cavalry, and a few Comanche scouts left on a 

mission to persuade the remaining Kwahadls to surrender. 

When Sturms located the band near Quitaque Creek, he told 

its chiefs that if they would turn themselves in, no harm 

would come to them; otherwise they would be hunted down 

and exterminated. The Kwahadls, including Chief Quanah 

Parker, heeded the warning, and on June 2 the chief with 

slightly more than 425 members of his band arrived at Fort 

Sheridan, Engagements with Hostile Indians, 44. 

12 
Haworth to Smith, September 20, l875, as cited. 

13 
Nelll to Departmental Headquarters, March 6, l875, 

in Taylor, Indian Campaign, I90. 
Haworth to Smith, September 20, l875, as cited. 
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Sill. After their surrender, only about thirty-five Coman

ches and a few Kiowa-Apaches still roamed the Staked Plainsl^ 

The Indians who surrendered during the course of the 

campaign found Mackenzie much more stern than the kind-

hearted but misguided Quaker agents. As the tribesmen ar

rived at the agencies, the military took their horses, weap

ons, and most of their provisions. The warriors were con

fined for a time in prison; the chiefs were placed tempo

rarily in irons; and the women and children were held in 
16 

detention camps near the post. 

In the spring the War Department, with the approval 

of President Grant, decided to send the ringleaders of the 

outbreak to San Augustine, Florida. Accordingly, in May 

nine Comanches, twenty-seven Kiowas, thirty-three Cheyennes, 

and two Arapahoes were taken under the supervision of Lieu

tenant R. H. Pratt to Fort Marion, near San Augustine, 

17 

where they were held for three years. During the selec

tion of the Cheyenne ringleaders, the last engagement of 

the campaign took place. When one of the prisoners 

-̂5 Haworth to Smith, September 20, l875, as cited; 
Nye, Carbine and Lance, 302-303. 

Haworth to Smith, September 20, 1875, as cited; 
Nye, Carbine and Lance, 295-296. 

17 
Belknap to Sherman, March 13, l875, in Taylor, 

Indian Campaign, 272-273; Special Order 88, War Department, 
May 11 1875, and Memorandum, Department of the Missouri, 
May 19, 1875, in ibid., 282-283, 285. Lieutenant Pratt 
later established the Indian school at Carlisle, Pennsyl
vania. 
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attempted to escape, the guards killed him and wounded 

several others. About half of the frightened tribe then 

fled from the reservation. The troops followed, and a 

sharp skirmish ensued in which eleven Indians were killed 

and nineteen troopers were wounded. Since the Cheyennes 

had neither horses nor food, they soon were forced to re

turn to the agency. With their return, the "Red River 

War of 1874," described by General Sheridan as "the most 

successful of any Indian campaign in this country since 

19 its settlement by the whites," was over. 

The war marked the end of the Indian problem in 

Texas. Small hunting parties occasionally struck the set

tlements of West Texas, and Indian raids along the Rio 

Grande occurred for several more years, but as a whole the 

Texas frontier was free from Indian depredations after 

1875. In the establishment of peace. Colonel Mackenzie 

had played a dominant role. He was one of the first offi

cers to realize and to advocate an offensive war against 

the Indian encampments along the edge of the Staked Plains 

in preference to defensive tactics for protection of the 

frontier settlements. When he was granted permission to 

Pope to Army Headquarters, September 1, 1875, in 
Secretary of War, "Report," 44 Cong., 1 Sess., House Exec. 
Doc. I, pt. II (Washington, I876), 75-

•̂^ Sheridan to Army Headquarters, November 23, l875, 
in ibid., 58. 
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implement his recommendations, he determinedly carried them 

out. Although his frail body made riding a torment, he led 

his troops thousands of miles over the prairies of West 

Texas. Of the forty-five months between March, I871, and 

December, 1874, he spent eighteen in the field. During 

those months he explored two routes across the Staked Plains; 

with a blow against the Kwahadls in September, I872, he 

brought temporary peace to West Texas; by a daring Invasion 

of Mexico in I873, at the cost of his health and the risk 

of his career, he gave respite to that troubled frontier 

where the niceties of diplomacy had failed; and in the au

tumn of 1874 he drove the hostiles from the South Plains. 

Although Mackenzie spent most of his career in Texas 

fighting Indians, his objective was peace, not war. In 

large measure, he achieved his aim. His accomplishments 

are perhaps best described by one of his fellow campaigners: 

Mackenzie did not secure the life, liberty, and in
dependence of the Texans . . . but Mackenzie with 
his gallant regiment of rough riding troopers did 
secure them their safety from constant harassing 
Indian incursions . . . and opened the western 
counties of Texas with their fertile valleys to 
settlement and to the almost unparalleled advance 
of civilization . . . Texans will always owe him ̂ Q 
and his gallant command a debt of gratitude . . . 

The remaining years of Mackenzie's life were filled 

with both triumph and tragedy. He remained at Fort Sill 

^^ Carter, On the Border with Mackenzie, 540-54l. 
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until the late summer of 1876, serving both as the jailer 

and as the protector of the conquered tribes. Although 

with the use of constant patrols and roll calls he made 

sure that the Indians remained on the reservation, he helped 

them in every way that he could. Using money acquired from 

the sale of confiscated Indian ponies, he purchased sheep 

and cattle for the Indians, hoping that they would become 

stock raisers instead of nomadic hunters. Since the rations 

issued by the Indian Bureau were criminally insufficient, 

he issued them supplies from army stocks. When renegade 

white horse thieves pillaged the tribesmen's herds, he drove 

21 the thieves from Indian Territory. 

After the massacre of General George Custer and his 

command by the Sioux on the Little Big Horn River in June, 

1876, Mackenzie and six companies of the Fourth Cavalry 

were transferred to Dakota Territory, where in a surprise 

midnight maneuver they captured the rebellious Sioux chief 

Red Cloud. A short time later Mackenzie joined Major Gen

eral George Crook's Powder River Expedition against the 

Northern Cheyennes. With fifteen hundred cavalrymen and 

four hundred Indian scouts, he attacked the village of 

Chief Dull Knife, destroying nearly two hundred lodges, 

capturing six hundred ponies, and klllin̂ j approximately 

21 Special Orders I83, Fort Sill, August 22,̂ 1̂875-
, Indian Campaijn, 247; Dorst, "Fackenzie," 12; in Taylor, ^ 

Haworth to Smith, September 20, l875, as cited. 
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one hundred Indians. He returned in May, I877, to Fort 

Sill, where he remained until December, when he was trans

ferred to Fort Clark. The next year he led his Fourth 

Cavalry across the border in pursuit of marauding Kicka

poos on two occasions, forcing the Mexican government to 

renew its promises to control the raiders.^^ 

When the Uncompahgre Utes of Colorado revolted and 

killed the Indian agent at the Los Pinos agency in the 

autumn of 1879, Colonel Mackenzie and five companies of 

the Fourth were ordered to the reservation to quell the 

uprising. The arrival of the troops subdued the savages, 

and after spending a quiet spring and summer at Los Pinos, 

Mackenzie in January, I88I, accepted the command of the 

newly-created but short-lived Department of the Arkansas. 

By June he was back at Los Pinos. A few months later he 

accomplished what he considered the greatest deed of his 

life. The Utes had accepted a new reservation in Utah, 

but they defiantly refused to move. Totally unarmed, 

Mackenzie confronted twenty truculent chiefs v;ith their 

bows strung and issued an ultimatum. They were going to 

Utah, he declared, either peacefully or by force. Awed at 

the display of courage and determination, the warriors 

Dorst, "Mackenzie," 12-13; Edward S. Wallace, 
"General Ranald Slidell Mackenzie, Indian Figiitlng Cavalry
man, " The Southwestern Historical Quarterly, LVI (January, 
1953), 39î =35^r: 
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23 
consented to move peacefully. 

After a short and uneventful campaign against the 

Chiricahua Apaches in Arizona in the autumn of 1881, Mac

kenzie assumed command of the newly formed District of New 

Mexico, where, acting as an administrator rather than a field 

commander, he kept the Utes, Navajoes, and Apaches of the 

territory at peace and within the confines of their reserva

tions. These were happy years for the officer. No longer 

subjected to the hardships of campaigning, he lived quietly 

with his mother in Santa Fe and earned the affection of the 
24 people of New Mexico. 

He was promoted to brigadier general on October 26, 

1882, and a year later was assigned to command the Depart-
25 

ment of Texas. Leaving the men of the Fourth Cavalry, 

who had served with him for thirteen years, he moved to 

San Antonio, where he found the sweetheart of his younger 

days. Old memories quickly blossomed into a fresh romance, 

but tragedy intervened. In early December Mackenzie dis

played signs of increasing irrationality. In contrast to 

his usual reserved and dignified manner, he began drinking 

heavily, boasting incessantly, and displaying frequent 

tantrums. On the night of December I8, he became involved 

^3 Dorst, "Mackenzie," I3-I5. 
24 

Ibid. 

-^ "Military Service of Ranald S. Mackenzie," a3 
cited . 
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in a drunken brawl in a San Antonio barroom. Convinced 

that the officer was insane, his subordinates advised Gen-
26 

eral Sheridan of his condition. Sheridan relieved Mac
kenzie of command on December 29 and ordered his confine-

27 ment in the Bloomingdale Asylum in New York. A military 

inquiry was held in March to determine the future of Mac

kenzie's career. At the hearing Mackenzie asked the board 

to allow him to remain on active duty. "l think I am not 

insane," he said. "l think I have served as faithful as 

anybody in the Army. I would rather die than go on the 
28 

retired list. The Army is all I have to care for." 

Nevertheless, after hearing the medical authorities agree 

that there was little chance that he would recover, the 

board ordered his retirement. Although they never defin

itely ascertained the cause of his illness, doctors be

lieved that a fall from a wagon at Fort Sill in l875 and 

a sunstroke suffered in his early childhood were partially 

29 
responsible. 

^^ Major Thomas Vincent to Army Headquarters, De
cember 19, 1883, W. D., A. G. 0., 6245 A. C. P. 1883 (filed 
with 3877 A. C. P. 1873), National Archives (copy in pos
session of Ernest Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). 

'̂̂  Sheridan to Vincent, December 29, I883, W. D., 
A. G. 0., 6279 A. C. P. 1883 (filed with 3877 A. C. P. 
1873), National Archives (copy in possession of Ernest 
Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). 

^^ Retiring Board, "Report on Brigadier General R. S 
Mackenzie," March 5, l884, 1283 A. C. P. l884 (filed with 
3877 A. C. P. 1873), National Archives (copy in possession 
of Ernest Wallace, Lubbock, Texas). 

29 Ibid.; Dorst, "Mackenzie," I8. 
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After a few months in the asylum, Mackenzie went to 

live with his sister, Harriet Mackenzie, in New Brighton, 

New Jersey. His health rapidly deteriorated, and on Jan

uary 19, 1889, at the age of forty-eight, he died and was 

30 
buried in the cemetery at West Point. The death of the 

courageous soldier v/ent almost unnoticed at the time. The 

following obituary is the complete coverage of his death 

carried by the New York Times: 

/ple6/ Mackenzie—At New Brighton, Staten Island, 
on the 19th January. Brig.-Gen. Ranald Slidell 
Mackenzie, United States Army, in the 48th year 
of his age.31 

Later generations, however, who understand the tremendous 

difficulties of conquering the nomadic warriors and the 

hostile geography of the Great Plains, recognize at last 

that the accomplishments of the gallant Colonel were a 

significant contribution to the development of the Ameri

can West. 

3^ Dorst, "Mackenzie," 19. 

31 New York Times, January 21, I889. 
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