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Thys 

!• 12 That noble kyng was clepyd Cambuscan 

in 
1. 15 So excellent a lorde an alle thing 

wyght 
1. 138 Had set her hert on any maner knyght 

ordeyned 
1. 177 With certayne officers demed therfore 

on 
1. 259 On ebbe and floode on gossomer and on myst 

Thys 
1. 275 Tyl the noble kyng is set vpon his trone 

Hou 
1. 283 Who coude you telle the fourme of daunses 

so 
1. 412 That with a pytous voyce she gan to drye 

al 
1. 516 And kepith in semblaunce of hys obseruaunces 

that 
1. 552 Ne neuir sithen the first man was born 

hyth 
1. 609 Gladith it selue thus say men as I gesse 

precious fyne 
1. 640 Of herbes fyne and fresshe of hewe 

The Franklin's Tale 

tendende 
1. 689 For he to vertue lysteth nat to attende 

wyth 
1. 693 Than to comyn wight any gentyl wight 

it 
1. 766 Betith his wynges and fare wele he is gong 

of 
1. 798 The whiche that lawe and loue accordeth therto 



tyl 
1. 832 So long haue they conforted her that she 
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many 
1. 850 Where as she may shpipes and barges sye 

or 
1. 940 Two yere and more as was his auenture 

1. 975 For with one worde ye may me sleen or saue 

of 
1* 987 Take this for f3malle aunswere as for me 

you 
1' 999 Is ther none other grace in youre honde quod he 

her 
1. 1017 For the orisont had rest the sonne his light 

Thy 
1. 1077 The temple in delphos wol I barfote seke 

nolde 
1. 1225 Ne gladly for that summe he wold nat gone 

euer 
1. 1256 Aurelius in alle that euery he can 

he 
1. 1262 That nyght and day his spedde him that he can 

Wher 
1. 1298 Whether he shalle haue his loue or fare a mys 

me is 
1. 1316 Nat wol I tel you I am wo begon 

or 
1. 1317 But certis other I must dye or playne 

now 
1. 1320 Aduyseth you or that ye breke youre trouthe 

your 
1. 1335 Doth as you lyst haue youre heest in mynde 

thy 
1. 1356 That vnware wrapped hast me in this cheyne 
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a 
1. 1381 On whiche they wold haue doon their lichery 

that euer X 
1. 1463 Alias quod she the tyme that I was born 

The Wife of Bath's Tale 

how 
1. 234 Of her assent but herkneth what I sayde 

wel 
1. 292 And than sayst thou we wol oure vyces shewe 

an 
1. 333 For he is to grete a negart that wol weme 

the Wyf of Bathes tale 
And here begynneth her Tale 

and that 
1. 942 Assay quod he shal fynde it what it doth 

to 
1. 970 Doun by the marsshe fast by she ran 

gentyl 
1. 1175 Than am I vertuous when I begyn 

or 
1. 1180 And certis euery man mayden and wyf 

of 
1. 1263 And olde and angry nygardes in dispence 

The Friar's Tale 

Here the freris Tale 
And begynneth his tale 

dar 
1. 1365 The ther nomore as in this caas trauayle 

hyr 
1. 1536 And with that worde they ryden forth the wey 
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The Summoner's Tale 

but 
1. 1674 Freres and feendes been ful lytel a sondre 

wey 
1. 1692 And or that a furlong were of space 

oste 
1. 1755 That was theire hors and euir he bare a sacke 

tyl 
1. 1765 So long he went from house to house that he 

fosteryng 
1. 1845 My spyrite hath his offryng in the byble 

that . 
1. 1894 Aron he hadde the temple in gouernaunce 

to 
1. 2012 That my tale sholde last tyl the morowe 

myght 
1. 2014 That to an irous man god sende lytel right 

not 
1. 2050 Awaytyng on a lorde he wote nat where 

hys 
1. 2167 Where as this lorde sat etyng at the horde 

your 
1. 2188 Nother in market ne in other large halle 

hys 
1. 2256 But so that it haue the spokes al 

vp 
1. 2271 And ye shal se vpon peryl of my lyf 

of 
1. 2273 That equally the sounde if if wol wende 

at 
1. 2274 And eke the stynke oute of the spokes ende 
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The Clerk's Tale 

his 
1. 29 He is now dede and nayled in the cheste 

thyng 
1. 54 Me thynkith it a long impertynent 

massure 
1. 165 That what wys I take ye may assure 

and 
1. 167 In worde in werke both here and euery where 

N. ̂ ught 
1. 197 n At fer fro that paleys honourable 

and 
1. 221 And in grete reuerence of charite 

what was the 
1. 294 Tyl she had herde her soueraynes lordes wyl 

Thus 
1. 421 This waiter lowly nay but ryally 

ofte 
1. 456 He hadde assayed her ynough of tyme bifore 

thus 
1. 493 I wol nat do but this I wol quod he 

he 
1. 513 But yet it semyd as it were nat so 

wyst 
1. 524 And whan this seriaunt knewe his lordes wyl 

must it 
1. 550 That she myght her dhilde kysse onys or he dyed 

vysage 
1. 693 That she had sustryd this with sadde corage 

chyldren euery 
1. 695 She loued her childe best in any wyse 

to _ _ 
1. 705 But right as they were bounde at a stake /cf. Caxton, 1. 704_/ 
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where 
1. 729 For whiche there as the people there bifore 

this 
1. 748 Betwene his people and him thus sayd the bulle 

her 
1. 777 Her yong brother rydyng by his syde 

was toward her mariage 
1. 778 Arrayed ful fresshe in her manere 

thus 
1. 804 And truly this moche I wol you say 

or 
1. 860 That euir in worde in werke I shalle repente 

out 
1. 865 To you brought I nought elles but of drede 

as 
1. 1064 Ne neuir had. so god my soule saue 

pytously 
1. 1082 And in her armes ful tenderly wepyng 

drede 
1. 1155 He preuyth folke but a day it is no nede 

on 
1. 1169 It wolde rather brist a two than plye 

or 
1. 1185 Ne let no clerke haue cause of diligence 

suche 
1. 1186 To wryte of you a story of grete meruayle 

The Nun's Tale 

and 
1. 108 The sonne and mone the sterres euery wey 

hool 
1. Ill And eke the clerenes ful of sapience 

it 

1. 188 Dyd his message and whan that he hadde tolde 
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lord 
1. 191 Almyghty god o Jesu crist quod he 

and 
1. 208 0 cristendome o fadre of alle also 

vnto 
1. 348 Alle these thynges she to tyburce tolde 

trowen 
1. 420 This with o voyce we crye though we sterue 

mowe 
1. 460 That thou may schape by that weye 

reneye 
1. 464 Wolt thou that I resceyue innocence 

might 
1. 469 Ne wotest thou nat hou fer my wytte may stretche 

veyn 
1. 497 A lewde officer and a lewde iustise 

is 
1. 534 He left her lye and on his way he went 

pope 
1. 541 And to gode vuban betoke them tho 

in to 
1. 552 In whiche vnto this day in noble wyse 

The Canon's Yeoman's Tale 

the 
And begynneth his tale 

fressh 
1. 727 And where my coloure was bothe white and rede 

folke 
1. 744 Than he exciteth other men therto 

or 
1. 812 Cley made with horse dong mannys here and oyle 

also 
1. 817 Oure sementyng and oure fermentacioun 
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and 
1. 987 And yet men ryde or go many a myle 

the 
1. 1004 Than why sholde we remenaunt haue a blame 

was at 
1. 1015 Vnto the wyf where as he went to table 

Graunt mercy the 

1. 1156 Gramercy quod this preest and was right glade 

more 
1. 1363 To me sholde ye paye nomore ĵ wys 

lusty 
1. 1402 Lo whiche a lucre is in this worthy game 

is 
1. 1413 ye be as holde as it bayerd the blynde 

The Physician's Tale 

No Substitutions 

The Pardoner's Tale 

prologue Of the Pardoner 
Here endith the pardoners prologue 

the 
And begynneth his tale 

how 
1. 621 Loke eke thou to the kyng demetryus 

we hjrm 
1. 710 Deth shalbe ded if that he may be bent 

note 
1. 816 That other answerd I not how it myght be 

bond 
1. 868 This cursed man hath in his herte it bent 

right 
1. 943 Come forth sir boost and offreth here anone 
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o 
1' 956 This pardoner aunswerd nat a word 

it 
1. 962 No more of this for this is right ynough 

The Shipman's Tale 

No Substitutions 

The Prioress' Tale 

here 
1. 499 Suche maner doctryne as men vsen there 

a 
1. 651 I sholde haue dyed ye long tyme a goon 

on 
1. 662 Me thoughte she leyde a greyn vpon my tong 

The Ryme of Sir Topas 

No Substitutions 

The Tale of Chaucer 

1. 1752 cErtes said dame prudence it is a harde thing ĵ at righ 

perylous 

The Monk's Tale 

And 
Here begynneth the monkes prologue 

Here the 
And begynneth his Tale 

heed 
1. 2692 Of Julius. and to him the der brought 
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The Nun's Priest's Tale 

Monkes tale 
Here endith the tale of the monke 

Here foloweth 
And begynneth the prologue 

to 
1. 2819 And thus he sayd vnto vs euerichone 

nomore 
1. 3176 Ryalle he was and he no man aferde 

of 
1. 3251 I wol nat haue doon in suche matere 

that 
1. 3303 Certis it was of herte alle the song 

on 
1. 3307 And stonde vpon his typtoos ther withalle 

haue 
1. 3435 That iangeleth whan he sholde holde his pees 

The Manciple's Tale 

to 
1. 3462 Sayd vnto an man as ye shalle here 

non 
1. 122 For in this worlde was there no man so fayre alyue 

The Parson's Tale 

DeWees discusses changes in lines 1-316 on pp. 19-20. 

tempted one 
1. 332 For trust wel though so were the fende one etemptyd that 

/ the flessh 
is to saye the flessh X And fruyt of satysfacion had 

delyte in beaute of the fruyt defendyd. yet certes tyl 

that reson that is to saye. Adam concentyd to the etyng 

of the fruyt. He stode hygh in the state of Innoceuce. 
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1. 391 ther is inobedience auauntyng. ypocrysye despyte. 

swellyng 
arrogancye. Imprudence: smellyng of herte. Insolence. 

Elacyon. pertynacye. veyn glorye. And other twyggis that 

I can not declare. 

it 
1. 424 and eke the vuttokkys of hem vehynd that faren as is 

were the hynderparte as a she ape in the ful of the mone. 

sayth dauyd 

1. 442 For which dauyd saith wyckednes moot come on the lord­

shippis. For god gyue that they mowe descende doun in to 

belle. For in her houses is inyquyte and shrewdnes and 

not god of heuen. 

1. 805 Certes the auarycyons man shewed no pyte ne misericorde 

his 
to the nedefulman For he deliteh hym in kepyng of this 

tresour. and not in the releuyng of euen Crysten. And 

therfore speke I first of misericorde. 

loue 
1. 937 And aboue all worldly thynges she shold haue her husbond 

wyth all her herte and to hym be trewe of her body. 

the 
1. 974 Or yf a waman magre her heed haue be enforced or not . 

and whether for couetyse or pouerte. All this shalt thou 

telle and yf it was her procuryng or no and all suche 

maner thynges. 

1. 1069 As sayth saynt Gregore that it apperteyneth to the grete 

rightwisnesse of god.that neuer shal the peyne stynte of 
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them J)a_t neuer wold withdrawe hem fro synne her thankys 

but euer coritynued in synne. For that perpetuel wys to 

shal 
do synne that they haue perpetuel peyne. 

the 
1. 1074 Ayenst that wanhope that he shold not longe perseuere 

in goodnes he shal thynke that the febylnes of the deuyl 

may no thyng doo but men wol suffre hjrm. 

holy 
1. 1075 And eke he shal haue strenthe of god and of alle hys 

chirche and of the protection of aungelys if hjnn lyst. 

Thenne shul men vnderstonde what is the fruyt of penaunce. 

and after the word of Ihu crist It is endeles blysse of 

heuene 

1. 1077 There ioye hath no contraryosyte of woo ne greuaunce there 

alle harmys be past of this present lyf there as is 

sykernes fro the peynes of belle, there as is the blessyd 

others 
companye that reioysen euermore eueriche of ioyes Ioye. 



TRANSPOSITIONS IN PYNSON'S EDITION 

Prologue 

No Transpositions 

The Knight's Tale 

so me 
1. 1127 God helpe me so I lust ful litel to pley 

may she 
1. 1950 For as she lyst the worlde she may gye 

so longe was 
1. 2084 But for her childe was so long vnborn 

whylom brendyst 
1. 2384 In whiche thou brennest whilom for desire 

IS It 

1. 3041 Than it is wisdom as thinketh me 

The Miller's Tale 

DeWees lists on p. 12 six lines — 167, 386, 429, 575, 
675, 720 — as containing transpositions. 

The Reeve's Tale 

nought do 
1. 3881 For whan we may do naught than wille we speken 

haue I 
1. 3888 And yet I haue alwey a coltes tothe 

The Cook's Tale 

No Transpositions 

The Man of Law's Tale 

her hem 
1. 140 With them and eke to sellen them theire ware 

188 
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thorough out 
1. 256 And notifyed is oute though the toun 

thorugh out 
1. 490 With dry fote oute through the se see passing 

he that 
1' 627 Saue that he slowe hermegyld with the knyf 

The Merchant's Tale 

not hym 
1. 1290 For wele or wo she wil him nat for sake 

sayd he 
1. 1419 Bet is he sayde a pyke than a pykerel 

not thou 
1. 1486 And than shalt thou nat repente the 

best myght 
1. 1766 As he myght best sauyng his honure 

hym saw 
1. 1852 Whan she sawe him vp syttyng in his shert 

wol I 
1. 1855 Than sayde he thus my rest I wol take 

hath she 
1. 1954 In the pryue softly she hath it cast 

for the 
1. 2148 I chees the for my wyf and for my comforte 

is as 
1. 2156 This lanuary is blynde as is a stone 

you yeue 
1. 2377 God yeue you bothe a shamps deth to dyen 

The Squire's Tale 

me and you 
1. 333 Bitwene you and me and that right sone 

he hath 
1. 601 Whan hath he al sayde than hath he done 
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The Franklin's Tale 

ye not me 
1» 700 I pray you haue ne nat in disdeyne 

god wold 
1' 976 Here at youre feet wolde god I were begraue 

shyp ne boot 
1. 994 That they ne lette bote ne shippe to gone 

unworthy I 
1. 1330 Al be it that I unworthy be therto 

face paal 
1. 1353 With pale face and soroufulle chere 

The Wife of Bath's Tale 

not it 
1. 964 She wolde it nat for her owne shame 

I pray 
1. 1054 Bifore this courte than pray I the sir knyght 

I haue 
1. 1236 Than haue I gote of you the mastrye quod she 

X be 
1. 1240 For by my trouthe I wol be to you X bothe 

The Friar's Tale 

redy bawdis 
1. 1339 Had alwey bawdes redy to his honde 

help me out 
1. 1605 So wysely me helpe oute of care and synne 

with me to belle 
1. 1636 Thou shalt to belle with me yet to nyght 

The Summoner's Tale 

ofte tyme herd 
1. 1675 For parde ye haue herde ofte tyme tel 
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you nat 
1. 1783 I sawe nat you this fourtnyght ne more 

The Clerk's Tale 

of vs as now 
1. 23 ye haue as now of vs the gouernaunce 

it coude 
1. 433 In al the londe that she coude it apeas 

thynke I 
1. 641 Right so I thynke to serue him pryuely 

alway haue 
1. 810 No man may haue alwey prosperite 

gan this erle to 
1. 981 Aboute the vndryn this erle to gan light 

my lord qd she 
1. 1032 Right wele quod she my lorde for in gode fey 

The Nun's Tale 

it not 
1. 147 So that ye swere ye wyl nat it bewry 

troweth not 
1. 288 Who so nat trowith this a beest he is 

mowe men 
1. 500 That is a stone that men may wele aspyen 

The Canon's Yeoman's Tale 

X 
Here endith the prologue of 

of 
X the Canons yeman 

he breke 
1. 1040 That in no wyse breke he wol his day 
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he spak 
1. 1350 And to the chanon thus spake he and seyde 

that it list you 
1. 1360 Sir at one worde if ye lyst it to haue 

The Physician's Tale 

No Transpositions 

The Pardoner's Tale 

thought it neuer 
1. 442 Nay nay I neuir thoughte it truly 

X 
Here endith the pardoners prologue 

Of the Pardoner 
X X X 

on X 
1. 803 And bad them drawe and loke X whom on it wold fal 

ryue hym 
1. 828 And I shalle him ryue throuth the sydes twey 

The Shipman's Tale 

No Transpositions 

The Prioress' Tale 

No Transpositions 

The Ryme of Sir Topas 

No Transpositions 

The Tale of Chaucer 

the X 
1. 1102 and X same the bouiite in good couriceyllyng of many a 

good woman men may telle 
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not be ydle / But shewe to doo thy prouffyt / 
1. 1588 yet shalt thou X X X X X X X X X X X 

For thou shalt in 
X X X X alle wyse fie ydlesnes 

1. 1620 as wel shold ye kepe yow and gouerne yow in suche wyse 

X X X X X X X X X 
that men. not be ydle. But shewe to doo thy prouffyt. 

X X X X clepe 
For thou shalt in wepe yow not foollarge. 

of thyn hous ne shold 
1. 1621 Therfor sayth Tullyus the goodes X X X X X 

not be hyd ne kepte so cloos but that they myght 
X X X X X X X X X X X b e opened 

1. 1652 For the rycher that he is the gretter dyspense must be 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
of thyn hous ne shold not be hyd ne kepte so cloos but 

X X X X 
that they myght make yf he wyl haue worship and wyctorye 

/The portion omitted from 1. 1588 appears in 1. 1620;_ 
the portion omitted from 1. 1621 appears in 1. 1652̂ /̂ 

The Monk's Tale 

shal he wepe 
1. 2061 But after sone wept he many a tere 

The Nun's Priest's Tale 

No Transpositions 

The Manciple's Tale 

No Transpositions 
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The Parson's Tale 

DeWees does not list any transpositions in 11. 1-316. 

tempted one 
1. 332 For trust wel though so were the fende one etemptyd that 

/ the flessh 
is to saye the flessh X And fruyt of satysfaction had 

delyte in beaute of the fruyt defendyd. . . . 

1. 771 But certes syth the tyme of grace cam. God ordeyned that 

estate and high 
som folke shold be made more in hygh X X X degre. 

X X X 
and som falke more lowe estate and hygher. And that 

eueriche shold be seruyd in hys estate and his degree. 

sayth dauyd 
1. 442 For whiche dauyd saith wyckednes moot come on the 

lordshippis. And god gyue that they mowe descende doun 

in to belle. For in her houses if inyquyte and shrewdnes 

and not god of heuen. 

1. 542 The meuyng and the sense of this is that reson of a man ne 

is hit 
ne consentith not to that sodeyn yre. And that it is venyal 
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Richard Pynson's first editiVjfi of Geo^ey Chaucer's The Canter­

bury Tales (c. 1492) is the earliest volume of that work known to have 

been printed after the 1485 edition by William Caxton. The assumption 

of Pynson's indebtedness to Caxton's edition has existed unchallenged 

for several centuries. 

This study distinguishes major textual variants recorded in a 

collation of Richard Pynson's 1492 edition with Caxton's 1485 edition. 

The transcriptions of lines containing variants of (1) additions, 

(2) omissions, (3) substitutions, and (4) transpositions of language 



elements and the schematic representations of variants of (5) abbre­

viations, (6) breviographs, (7) capitalizations, (8) punctuation, and 

(9) spelling confirm as conclusions the assumptions that previously 

have been accepted: that Richard Pynson used William Caxton's second 

edition of The Canterbury Tales as his source and that the variants of 

his text are the results of common printing practices rather than 

reliance on any other source. 

Discussions of Pynson's printing practices and his role within the 

historical scope of English printing provide backgrounds for the 

analysis of major variants in Richard Pynson's edition. Although they 

reinforce Caxton's eminence among the early printers, the findings of 

this study serve other significant functions by offering the quality 

and degree of variants that reveal language usage patterns and by 

providing proofs of Pynson's importance as a contributor to printing 

generally and to Chaucer textual history specifically. 








