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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Not many small-town editors are given the oppor

tunity to work for a President of the United States. Yet, 

H. M. Baggarly, self-styled "country editor" and 

publisher of The Tulia Herald, once declined President 

Lyndon Johnson's offer to join his White House Staff as 

personal adviser and writer. 

Fervent in his loyalty to the Democratic Party and 

torn between his admiration for Johnson, his love for his 

community, and his concern for his newspaper, 'Baggarly 

described his decision as the most painful choice he ever 

had to make. He also considers the offer the greatest 

honor of his life. 

Baggarly has received many honors. Yet he has 

continued to analyze politics and the farmer's situation, 

and quote Scripture from his vantage point in Tulia, a 

Texas South Plain city of some 5,400. In his "Country 

Editor" column, his editorials, and his "Thoughts for 

Thursday," he sometimes assumes the role of teacher, 

his first vocation. 



Throughout Baggarly emerges as a forceful, plain-

spoken, and astute observer, determined to inform all 

readers of what he believes they should know. 

One of the most vital needs is knowledge of 

politics, since it affects all phases of life. A small

town editor is better prepared to dispense this knowledge, 

Baggarly believes, since he is at the grass-roots level. 

Situated as he is at the county seat of Swisher 

County, Editor Baggarly considers The Herald the sole 

Democratic voice between the two Republican strongholds 

of Amarillo and Lubbock. As a long-time resident of an 

agrarian area, Baggarly often stresses farmers' problems 

in connection with politics. 

It is for his political observations that Baggarly 

is best known. Both President Harry Truman and President 

John Kennedy called him to comment upon things he had 

written, as did President Lyndon Johnson, who often kept 

a copy of The Herald in the Oval Office and at his bedside 

When Johnson was senator he often had excerpts read into 

the Congressional Record, as did other members of Congress 

Indeed, one congressman on Capital Hill—wondering what 

was going on in Washington—is supposed to have been told 

3 
by a colleague, "Read The Tulia Herald." Several sub
scriptions now go to President Jimmy Carter. 



The paper, which is sent to all fifty states and 

before postage became so high into several foreign 

countries, has gained Baggarly a national reputation 

for political astuteness, but he is also noted for his 

caustic remarks. Editors of the Amarilie Globe and 

Amarillo Daily News and of the Lubbock Avalanche-

Journal and the Canyon News have been targets, charged 

with slanting news or misinforming the public. Wes 

Izzard of the Amarillo Daily News and Troy Martin of the 

Canyon News continue to be objects of occasional attacks. 

The John Birch Society, Republican political enemies, 

"Shivercrats," politicians like Allan Shivers who was 

listed in the World Almanac as both a Republican and a 

Democrat, and turncoat Democrats have all received a 

large amount of space and pungent comments. Author 

J. Evetts Haley has been a less frequent target. 

Frequently Baggarly has resorted to such comments 

and name-calling that readers have complained. When this 

occurs, Editor Baggarly explains that only one word will 

convey his exact meaning and continues to write as before. 

Baggarly prides himself on publishing facts as he 

sees them. He has sometimes been complimentary to 

Republicans, notably President Dwight D. Eisenhower. He 

has also criticized Democrats, including Lyndon Johnson, 

while at the same time professing personal friendship and 



gratitude for Johnson's support of his political stand 

through this paper when Baggarly "didn't have a friend on 

any level higher than a party of the grassroots." 

Baggarly traveled with Johnson on his Victory 

Special, a thirteen-car streamliner with thirty-three 

media representatives, through the southern states as a 

member both of his staff and of the press. Johnson was 

campaigning both for re-election to the United States 

Senate and election as vice-president in 1962. 

Baggarly has been the subject of two books. The 

Texas Country Editor, with foreword by Harry Golden, and 

The Texas Country Democrat, with foreword by Adlai 

Stevenson III. The editor, Eugene W. Jones, is head of the 

government department at Angelo State University. These 

books are being used as supplementary texts in political 

science at Hardin-Simmons University, Texas A & I 

University, The University of Houston, and St. Mary's 

University. 

Upon publication of The Texas Country Democrat, 

Baggarly received congratulations from several eminent 

people. Mr. and Mrs. Dan Blocker, Walter Cronkite, 

Fred Friendly, president of the National Broadcasting 

Co. , and Lawrence E. Spivak of "Meet the Press" were 

among them. 



The late Dan Blocker, who played "Hess" Cartwright 

on the television series "Bonanza," ordered subscriptions 

of the newspaper by the score for friends. He also gave 
7 

many copies of the books for Christmas gifts. 

Senator Ralph Yarborough in 1960 wrote to Baggarly: 

The County Editor's editorials that you wrote count 
as the most important single factor in our victory 
in 23 of the 25 South Plains counties and in an 
overwhelming majority of the Panhandle counties. 

This statement is supported by one of Professor Jones' 
g 

studies in The Texas Country Editor. 

While qualified observers widely agree upon 

Baggarly's political acumen, not all agree with the 

"country editor" image. 

"He is probably one of the most powerful political 

editors in the state," said Thomas H. Thompson, former 

editor of the Amarillo Globe News. 

"I don't think of him as a country editor," he 

continued. "Baggarly is one of the most sophisticated 
ones." 

Thompson, until recently the Eagle and Beacon's 

Distinguished Professor of Journalism at Wichita State 

University, Wichita, Kansas, described Baggarly as having 

a lot of insight and dominating his county politically. 

"He is one of a class of powerhouse editors and 
9 

there are not many today," Thompson said. 



The Publishers Auxiliary of the Newspaper Editors 

Association named Baggarly "Editor of the Week" in 196 0. 

His picture appeared in the June 4 issue, the caption 

reading "H. M. Baggarly, a lion by the tail." The 

accompanying feature by Bill Dorr was entitled "A 

Country Editor with a Taste for Controversy." 

In May 1965 his picture appeared on the cover of 

the National Publisher with Senator Thomas Keuchel, 

Republican from California, and Senator Hugh Scott, 

Republican from Pennsylvania. The occasion was a 

reception in Washington of the NEA. 

Baggarly has served as speaker at national conven

tions of -the National Rural Electrification Cooperative 

Association and National Farmers Union, as well as a 

lecturer at Robert A. Taft Institute of Government Seminar, 

University of Texas at El Paso from 1970 to 1975. The 

seminar is a course for graduate students. 

For several years he conducted a radio commentary 

over fourteen radio stations in New Mexico and Texas and 

is at present a panelist on Channel 7 (KVII-TV) in 

Amarillo on "Hot Line to Politics," on which Ronald Reagan 

was once interviewed. 

Baggarly was commissioned an Admiral in the Texas 

Navy by the State of Texas April 27, 1974. He was 

honored as a Distinguished Citizen by Texas Senate 



Resolution 117 on March 20, 19 72. The resolution, signed 

by thirty-one senators and Lt. Gov. Ben Barnes, says 

in part that the "Senate of the 162nd Legislature, 2nd 

Called Session . . . extended the best wishes of the 

Texas Senate for a speedy recovery [from a stroke] and 

a quick return to his duties." The Resolution commends 

Baggarly as an outstanding editor-publisher and his 

newspaper as "a bastion of democracy and a strong voice 

of -the people. " 

Baggarly was honored as "Man of the Year 1966," 

Texas Farmers Union; Tulia "Man of the Year," 1966; 

Junior Chamber of Commerce Distinguished Service Award, 

1962. He has served as president of the Jaycees and was 

president and host for Town Hall, the community concert 

series, for five years. 

Baggarly is a Presbyterian. He has served as a 

church organist for Presbyterian and Congregational 

congregations for twenty years. He has also served as 

12 pianist of the Kiwanis Club. 

His best-known honors and achievements, however, 

have come from writing. Baggarly won a six weeks' trip 

around the world for two from Pan Ajnerican World Airways 

in August, 1954, and was given $1,000 pocket money. The 

announcements of his winning the essay contest came to 
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Baggarly as a complete surprise with a banner headline on 

the front of the Tulia Herald. The publicity was handled 

1 3 
by Marvin Koner of Life magazine. 

He has won so many awards that he has lost count. 

The first large award was for Best Column from the 

National Editorial Association in 1957, and he is perhaps 

proudest of it. 

He received Best Editorial award four years later 

from the same organization, has received nine first-place 

awards for columns and editorials from Theta Sigma Phi, 

numerous high awards for columns and editorials from 

Theta Sigma Phi, many high awards from the Texas Press 

Association, the West Texas Press Association, and the 
14 Panhandle Press Association. 

He often judges journalism contests on both the high 

school and professional levels, receiving a rash of 

invitations each time he wins another prize. He has judged 

contests for the state press association of Georgia, 

Oklahoma, Kansas, Massachusetts, Louisiana and Illinois. 

Baggarly has just edited and written the foreword 

for a text by Jim Pratt, the news director of KVIA-TV, a 

commercial (ABC) station in El Paso. It is a primer for 

radio and television journalists and will be used by 

^ ^ i5 West Texas State University at Canyon. 



CHAPTER II 

THE EARLY YEARS 

Herbert Milton Baggarly is a large man with a ready 

smile and a courteous manner. He has a soft voice that 

completely belies the sharpness of his prose, just as his 

cluttered desk contrasts with the orderliness of his mind. 

Both the walls of the Herald's office and his own 

are lined with pictures of notables, some autographed. 

While most are of prominent Democrats, such as Truman, 

Johnson, and the Kennedy brothers, entertainers such as 

Louise Massey of the Westerners, are also given space, 

testimony to Baggarly's passions of politics and music. 

Hanging beside them are award plaques, framed letters 

and Texas Senate Resolution 118. 

It is difficult to reconcile this seemingly gentle 

man with the practical businessman and hard hitting-

editor, respected, admired, or feared, but known throughout 

the nation. 

The man who declined a President's offer was born 

January 14, 1915, at Plainview, Texas to former Missourians 

and settlers of Happy, Herbert Milton, Sr. and Flora 

Baggarly. Herbert Milton, Jr. was a native of Plainview 
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"almost by accident," his parents having moved there to 

put their daughter Maureen, eighteen, in Wayland College. 

His parents were middle-aged when he was born and 

"His mother dedicated him to the Lord before his birth, ""'"̂  

his niece, Mrs. Frances Flaherty—who is three years 

younger than Baggerly—said. "She believed both he and 

she would have died without the prenatal care received in 

Plainview, and she prayed hard he would do some work for 

the Lord." 

His father belonged to the First Christian Church, 

his mother to the Baptist. Baggarly joined the Baptists 

as a child. Religion was a very important part of their 

lives. 

The Baggarlys, although not the first settlers, 

nevertheless arrived at Happy in 1906 under pioneer 

conditions. Mrs. Baggarly, describing her arrival, said: 

After traveling from Canyon over an unchartered 
trail by "chartered" horse and buggy, we were 
compelled to spend the night in a makeshift shed 
with dirt floor. We slept on the ground since our 
household goods hadn't yet arrived. During the 
night it rained constantly. Since the roof leaked 
like a sieve, I slept with a dishpan setting on my 
stomach to keep partially dry. I emptied the pan 
several times before morning.i^ 

"Baggarly was well born," Louise Tomlinson Day, 

family friend and former employee said. "His mother was 

19 
the first of everything. " 
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She played the piano and painted, wrote poetry, 

and wrote a column for the Happy Herald called "Yester

days, Yucca . . . and You." Mrs. Baggarly became 

secretary of the Plains Lumber and Grain Co., first 

local business established, of which her husband was a 
20 

stockholder. She was also appointed first Santa Fe 

agent because "there was no one else available and it 

was considered a civic duty." "She was the only married 

woman in Happy for the first seven months . . . and 

officiated at the birth of the first baby to be born 
21 

there." She also taught Bible for twenty-five years. 

Baggarly's ancestry includes idealists and sub

stantial, as well as religious, citizens. His maternal 

grandmother, Anna Fickle, a Confederate spy during the 

Civil War, was caught, incarcerated for eighteen months, 

22 

and later pardoned by Lincoln. His paternal grandfather 

owned several flour mills in Missouri. 

When his father came west, he formed partnerships 

to operate lumber and coal businesses and a grain storage 

elevator at Happy. The family had returned there by the 
23 

time Baggarly entered school. 

Of his school days in Happy, he has said, "I was a 

maladjusted child. I wasn't interested in sports. There 

were no literary events—no opportunities for anybody with 



12 

other interests. Kids were indoctrinated to believe, or 

thought, that good grades were a disgrace." 

When he was in about the fifth grade, an aunt from 

Missouri sent him a wristwatch. "Wristwatches," he said, 

"were associated with girls. Everybody in school made 

fun of that wristwatch." 

About this time he also began piano lessons— 

something else that was a "no-no" by peer standards. 

"He was inside practicing instead of outside 

25 playing," a family friend commented. He also had 

skipped the third grade, and as an accellerated student 

had older classmates. 

But while there were problems of adjustment with 

other students, there were never problems with other 

accomplishments. 

"Uncle did everything he undertook so well," his 

niece remembers. "I never had a name," she added. "I 

2 6 
was just H. M.'s niece." 

Uncle and niece performed for radio in their teens 

on KGNC. He accompanied an all-girl orchestra. The Melody 

27 
Maids, and she sang. 

Baggarly was graduated from high school in 1931 with 
2 8 

a 96.4 average, the highest ever attained at Happy. 

Yet, gaining an education was now up to him. 



13 

While once the Baggarlys had been comfortably off, 

during the Depression—like everyone else—they had 

financial problems. 

Baggarly's father hated collecting bills because 

farmers wanted to wait until harvest and then took their 

grain to some other elevator so they would not have to 

pay him. He sold his interest and worked as manager for 

about three different companies at one time or other. 

When he was managing the company in Happy it went broke. 

"Wheat was down to about 18 to 20 cents a bushel 

and then there was a crop failure," Baggarly said. 

In addition, his father's health was poor. He had 

a kidney disorder and hated to go to doctors. Eventually 

this uremic condition was complicated by asthma. 

29 

Baggarly could expect little aid from his parents. 

Armed with a scholarship and accompanied by the Happy 

school superintendent, G. H. Jones, he went to West Texas 

State University at Canyon, hoping to go to school and 

work part-time. Despite all efforts of the superintendent, 

an alumnus of West Texas, who showed Baggarly's transcript 

and urged officials to give him a part-time job, not one 

was available. Baggarly's canvass of the city was also 

unsuccessful. 

Since he could not enter college at that time, he 

began a course in accounting, but was unable to make the 
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nine-dollar monthly payments. The mail order company 

30 

sued for failure to pay but eventually dropped the suit. 

For a while after graduation he worked as a stringer 

for the Amarillo News. He did this off and on for the 

next ten years. 

In the fall of 1932 Baggarly matriculated at 

Hardin-Simmons College in Abilene but was forced to drop 

out because of finances. Since he could commute from 

home he entered West Texas State in January 19 33, traveling 

daily over the dirt road between Happy and Canyon, 

helping pay his expenses by giving piano lessons for 

twenty-five cents each for half-hour lessons. Even then 

he several times had to withdraw to teach more or carry a 

partial academic load. In addition he began having 
31 problems with his vision. Often his sister would read 

his lessons to him, a fact that a family friend felt 

32 helped to develop his excellent memory. 

At that time, a teaching certificate could be 

obtained at the end of two years of college. He got one 

and taught business courses for half a day at Happy during 

the 1937-1938 school year. 

"It took several years to get my bachelor's, 

Baggarly said. "The courses taken were determined by the 

33 
hours I could fit in with my jobs." 
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He obtained his degree in business, although he 

had as many hours in English. "I missed part of a 

semester because of my vision and was teaching part-time 

at Happy during my last year," he said. 

After graduation, Baggarly accepted a position 

teaching business subjects at Tulia High School. He was 

sponsor of the senior class and also sponsor of the school 

paper. 

The school did not have journalism books. Baggarly 

sent to several companies for texts. He studied the 

books, informing himself on basic rules, being "a 

stickler for the books" when teaching. 

Even then he was primarily interested in the edi

torial aspect—crusading. He would pick out some school 

problem, discuss it with the class, gather ideas, argue, 

and then assign an editorial on the subject. 

The high school newspaper consisted of a page in the 

local paper. It was followed by the community. "It 

became a kind of community voice." The Hornet won first 

place from the Panhandle High School Press Association in 

34 1942."^^ 

35 He was a popular teacher, as both Bill Jones, 

36 
who owns a beauty salon, and T. A. Hayhurst, who owns a 

printing concern, agree. Both had him for business sub

jects and both liked him. 
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Hayhurst, who was later to work for Baggarly, first 

as printer's devil and eventually as shop foreman, 

described him as a "good guy." He was a teacher who 

"expected you to do your work, but he had a lot of fun 

about him. "̂ "̂  

Baggarly liked teaching better than anything he had 

ever dene. Later he described those first five years in 

Tulia as the happiest of his life. 

"A teacher was a kind of celebrity then," he said. 

"I liked teaching, the faculty, the janitor and especially 

the kids; I liked the church life." 

His salary was $67.50 a month and he paid almost a 

fourth of it for a room. He caught a ride home each 

weekend to Happy to save a quarter bus fare, and played 

the piano for the Kiwanis Club weekly in exchange for a 

meal. If he could have had a car he would have thought 

himself rich. Of his profession of teacher he said, "We 

3 8 never wanted to be anything else." 

Because his parents had always spoken so highly of 

the University of Missouri, Baggarly enrolled in the 

graduate school for business and public administration 

and attended the summers of 19 39 and 1940, studying 

political science. But he had registered for the draft 

and never knew when he would be called. It was a gamble 

that he would finish, and the next summer he chose not to. 
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His father, who had become an invalid, died shortly 

in June 194 3. "For almost the last two years of his life 

he never lay down. He died in his recking chair," 

39 Baggarly said. 

Because he had always thought the Navy was mere 

highly respected than the Army and because he was not 

athletic enough to consider the Marines, Baggarly applied 

for a Navy commission in 1942. He passed everything in 

his Dallas physical but the vision test, which required 

20/20 uncorrected. He had 18/20. He continued teaching 

at Tulia High until he was drafted, and he was inducted 

into the Navy then simply, because every other man was 

inducted into that branch of service at the Lubbock 

induction center. 

He knew nothing at all about the Navy and entered 

service with some reservation, since he became "seasick 

even on a ferry." He took "everything as it came, trusting 

40 to destiny." 

Near the end of boot camp in San Diego he became 

company yeoman, was pulled out of the group to do office 

work. He kept all records and wrote letters for the 

company commander and made reports. 

Near the end of boot camp he was rated yeoman third 

class and learned the rank meant more pay than he had 
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gotten teaching. He credited the advancement to his 

having a college degree. The rating was a spot promotion, 

of which a limited number were given. Most of the men 

were sent on to trade schools. 

Boot camp had been shorter than usual. He was there 

about eight weeks and was not given the customary leave 

at the end. Instead, he was sent to New Orleans where 

the commanding officer of the Naval Station and commander 

of the Armed Guard Center was Captain J. C. Thom. Here 

Baggarly was in charge of the central office, opening and 

routing all the mail. He had a staff of six under him and 

handled the commander's correspondence. His duties also 

included investigating requests for release and writing 

the congressman, parent, or whoever instigated the requests 

In addition he chose crews for sea duty. This was 

often used as a disciplinary measure, and men chosen for 

duty greatly resented it. 

"It was a hot spot," Baggarly said. "The men chosen 

wouldn't speak to me." 

After about two months, Baggarly passed the 

examination for yeoman second class. 

One day the commanding officer received a request to 

send men to a V-12 unit at Southern Methodist University 

in Dallas. Baggarly was qualified and a little homesick 

and decided to see if he could appoint himself. He talked 

to the commander. 
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"I guess he didn't want to lose me," Baggarly said. 

"He indicated I wouldn't like going to V-12 and asked when 

I had had a leave. When I told him I had never had any— 

had had none at the end of boot camp—he told me to take 

a week and go home, and that when I returned I'd feel 

better." 

When Baggarly returned to the Armed Guard Center, 

Captain Thom asked him why he had not been commissioned. 

"I told him I had failed the eye examination," Baggarly 

said. 

The commander urged Baggarly to apply again for a 

commission and implied he would have a word with the medical 

officer. When Baggarly took his physical, his eyes were 

not checked. He was given a spot commission to ensign and 

sent to Officer Training School at Hollywood, Florida for 

four months. After completing school, he was sent to 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, for a semester's training at 

Harvard Business School. 

Ensign Baggarly was next assigned to report to the 

Commander in Chief of the Pacific Fleet, Admiral Chester 

Nimitz, who was also Commander in Chief of the Pacific 

Theatre of Operation. The plane stopped at Pearl Harbor 

enroute to Guam. Permanent headquarters was at Pearl 

Harbor but advanced headquarters was being established at 

Guam, in preparation for the invasion of Japan. 
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When Baggarly arrived at advanced headquarters, 

everything was in confusion. It was about a week before 

the office was in complete operation. "̂"̂  Baggarly prepared 

letters for the commander's signature, and became his 

aide, being "privy to some of the most interesting and 

historically significant drama of our generation."^^ 

Guam was a busy place. At first all bombing 

missions left from Guam and such a volume of supplies and 

equipment was there that one would "think the island would 

sink," Baggarly said. 

"Admiral Nimitz' Advanced Headquarters on Guam was 

an interesting place to be during the spring and summer of 

1945," Baggarly wrote thirty-one years later. While he 

was there he saw Secretary of the Navy James Vincent 

Forrestal, Jack Dempsey—"Who autographed our meal ticket"— 

and Ernie Pyle, just before he was killed. 

After the atomic bomb was dropped, the invasion was 

called off and men began to be discharged on "points." 

The Navy formula for release was one-half point credit 

for each year of age to the nearest birthday, one-half 

point for each full month of active duty since September 1, 

19 39, and ten points for dependency. Minimum points for 

AS 

release of male officers was 49. * Baggarly had only been 

in the service since June 194 3, and he was single. "I 

was sent to Pearl [Harbor] to await reassignment," Baggarly 

said. He was attached to Fifth Fleet Headquarters. 
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At Manila he had a private room in the BOQ and a 

Filipino boy to keep it. Since he had access to jeeps, 

he visited historic spots. He also became associated 

with the Presbyterian church and accompanied a quartet 

weekly on KZFM and WVTM, the Office of War Information 

and the Army radio stations. 

At Manila he attended the war crimes trials, hearing 

Japanese generals Tomoyuki Yamashita and Kenichiro Honma 

sentenced to death for atrocities committed when the 

Phillipines were initially captured by Japan and when the 

United States forces recaptured them. These were separate 

trials, but both men bowed politely when receiving their 

sentences, Yamashita to be hanged and Honma to be shot. 

He became friendly with Head Chaplain Francis B. 

Sayre, Jr., of the Navy, with whom he shared similar 

political ideas. Baggarly learned later that Sayre was 

the grandson of President Woodrow Wilson and that Sayre's 

father "had been High Commissioner to the Phillipines 

at the time of Pearl Harbor." 

Baggarly was made a lieutenant junior grade before 

leaving Manila for a rest-and-rehabilitation month at 

Baquie, a north Philippine resort. In retrospect Baggarly 

wrote that his experiences overseas were worth more than 

44 
a college education. 
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Baggarly returned from the service in 194 6 and was 

asked to put out two issues of the Tulia Herald. The 

owner had died and his widow had had great problems trying 

to run the paper. Mrs. T. F. Engleman was not a 

journalist, the labor situation was critical, and she had 

had to depend upon the owner of the Happy Herald, E. W. 

Sprowls, to publish both papers at the Tulia plant. 

Sprowls had had no vacations since the war began and he 

asked Baggarly to put out two issues of the Tulia paper 

while he took time off. Baggarly turned it "upside down," 

giving it a new nameplate and changing the format. He 

made it newsy and the town "just went wild." As a result, 

Baggarly was asked to serve as the Herald's news editor 

after teaching hours if it was agreeable to the school 

board. This suited him perfectly, as he considered him

self "married to teaching" and wasn't eager to leave it. 

Baggarly bought a one-third interest in the Herald 

before the year was over, deciding to devote full time to 

journalism. However, the three partners were incompatible 

in personality and methods, so Baggarly sold out and 

45 
returned to teaching. 

In the meantime he had had the family home moved 

from Happy to Tulia. He and his mother made their home 

there until her death in 1953. He also completed his 
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masters in business at West Texas State and turned down 

offers to teach there and at Wayland College during this 

period. 

By the fall of 1950, the Herald had "gone to the 

dogs," Baggarly said. It was crammed with ads, leaving 

little space for news. Once more Baggarly was approached 

to run the paper. This time, he was in the hospital 

recovering from an emergency appendectomy, when a 

committee called upon him. The chamber of commerce 

manager, Dwayne Davis, the school superintendent, W. V. 

Swinburn, a medical doctor. Dr. E. T. Stewart, a 

department store owner, Mrs. Mary Lavelle, and a farmer, 

Otis Harmon, promised to be actively involved and to put 

him in charge with an option to buy them out. He agreed 

46 to take the editorship. 



CHAPTER III 

POLITICAL ANALYST AND ADVOCATE 

Both his father and mother had been Democrats, and 

47 Baggarly never considered being anything else. Yet in 

the beginning of his editorship he paid little attention 

to politics, preferring to concentrate on local govern

ment and issues. 

48 "We were lukewarm toward both parties," Baggarly 

said. By 1952, however, he had gravitated toward the 

Democratic side. Because he was accused of being a 

49 
"Truman Lover" by both the Republicans and Dixiecrats, 

Baggarly studied the issues. As he accumulated facts, 

he became convinced that the Democratic philosophy would 

best serve the country. He also endorsed the merit of a 

two-party system and developed a "strong aversion to 

50 
'machine polities'." 

Baggarly believed that the Democratic party is made 

up of members who earn by labor or farming and believe in 

"prosperity from the bottom up," but that Republicans 

believe "prosperity flows from the top." He associated 
51 

Republicans with big business and inherited money. 

24 
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From the fall of 1952, Baggarly has continued to 

laud the two-party system and endorse the Democratic 

party as most representative of the masses. 

"If I had to sum up my political philosophy in one 

sentence," Baggarly said, "it would be: 'It isn't the 

52 man, it's the party'." 

Baggarly set out to inform his readers, exposing 

injustice and fallacies as he perceived them and giving 

special attention to politics. 

"Politics is the most important thing in anybody's 

53 life except Christianity," Baggarly wrote. He added 

that everybody has a stake in politics: If he is 

interested in getting and keeping a job, if farming, if 

a student and interested in the future, if retired and 

dependent en investment or social security, if he owns 

his own business or is an executive, if engaged in 

"white collar activities," if a professional person, or 
54 

if he has an "interest in the morality of the nation." 

Baggarly has not commented on international issues 

at length. Yet he has dealt with issues of major 

importance or interest from time to time, either singly 

or in connection with Republican or Democratic leaders 

or administrations. In both his "Country Editor" column 

and his editorials certain basic philosophies have emerged, 

representative of the man, as well as the political critic 
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and advocate. Inadvertently, traits of character have been 

revealed, suggesting Baggarly to be both liberal and 

practical, although the latter trait greatly prevails. 

While remaining dedicated to the Democratic philosophy 

on national and international issues, Baggarly appears to 

be a U.S. citizen first and a Democrat second. 

On the national scene, Baggarly has always been 

sympathetic toward the Negro, citing the long period of 

injustice the race has endured and strongly favoring 

55 
integration. As a strong proponent of law and order, 

however, he grew impatient with some of the means of 

attracting attention to injustice. While admiring 

"freedom riders and sit-in strikers" he nevertheless said 

there was a "breaking point for all persons."^^ 

Several years later without citing examples, Baggarly 

credited for the unrest, rebellion, and lawlessness of 

Negroes, college students and demonstrators of the early 

1960s with having been sparked by Southern governors 

standing in the doors of universities even after the U.S. 

57 Supreme Court ordered Negroes admitted. He confessed he 

abhorred busing of public school students for racial 

balance and declared busing would have never been necessary 

if Southerners had not attempted to circumvent desegre

gation by gerrymandering school districts to put most of 

5 8 
the whites in one and most of the blacks in another. 
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Baggarly's tolerance toward races extends to foreign 

nations whenever the welfare of the U.S. is not at stake. 

When the United Nations admitted Red China and ousted 

Nationalist China, he would have preferred that both be 

59 
members. 

Editor Baggarly often exhibits the spirit of 

Christianity found in his personal life; he cited God's 

covenant with Israel in regard to the U.N. and the Israel 

and Arab conflict. In the Old Testament, he reminded 

his readers, God promised the people of Israel they would 

return to their own land after a period of exile. ̂ "̂  

Despite his tolerance and Christianity, Baggarly 

is not a pacifist. "There is no place for a pacifist in 

a world which will experience 'wars and rumors of wars' 

until the very end. Mad dogs and demon-possessed humans 

62 

can only understand the language of force," he wrote in 

the fifties. 

Yet he regarded the Vietnam involvement as being 

due primarily to a need to protect American inves-tments 

and to prevent the South Vietnamese from becoming 

Communist. 

He regarded the end of the Vietnam War as merely a 

cease-fire. "No mention was made of the Communist troops 

in Vietnam," he wrote and suggested the U.S. abandon a 
..64 

"police the world policy." 
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Baggarly endorsed foreign aid because he felt that 

it made enemies into friends in the past. Practically, 

he reminded readers that when the U.S. cut back on foreign 

aid, Russia usually finished the job and received the 

credit.^^ 

The more recent Russian wheat deal was another 

issue upon which Baggarly expressed strong opinion. It 

benefitted the Russians and big business, he wrote, 

explaining that the taxpayers were the losers. The 

Executive Department, which made the deal, extended the 

$1.1 billion to Russia at the rate of 6.1 percent interest 

on money borrowed from U.S. banks at 6.1 percent 

interest. 

The proposed Panama Canal Treaty has been one of the 

few issues upon which Baggarly did not take a decided 

stand. Admitting that he was personally in favor of the 

U.S.' maintaining exclusive control of the Panama Canal 

and the Canal Zone, Baggarly reminded his readers that 

the last six presidents of the U.S. had favored a new 

treaty and that they must have nad substantial reasons to 

do so. Nevertheless, he suggested citizens should con-

6 7 
sider both sides of the issue. 

On the domestic front Baggarly has championed the 

cause of labor because he feels the nation's prosperity 

is dependent upon the living standard of the masses. 
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Workers, he feels, need old age security. Additionally, 

they should not be hired and fired by whim. ̂ ^ Adm.itting 

that "collective bargaining is a necessity," Baggarly 

still objected to contracts with cost-of-living pay 

increases because he felt they would increase inflation.^^ 

Admitting that cost-of-living clauses did seem 

fair, Baggarly nevertheless considers "wage and price 

controls (which would halt the operation of such clauses), 

. . . a lesser evil than economic collapse." He also 

feels that strikes would no longer be bargaining tools if 

strikers were allowed to collect welfare. 

Although Baggarly reiterates that he is not against 

big business, it remains one of his major concerns. He 

fears its influence in politics on both the national and 

state levels and has blamed big oil and gas for 

71 Republican victories. 

He has been especially concerned also with the 

increased profits of large companies such as U.S. Steel, 

which he believes promote inflation. He cited a Wall 

Street Journal statement that U.S. Steel "posted a 

64 per cent increase in its fourth quarter earnings in 

19 74" and gave its third dividend increase since early 

72 
1974 but still raised its prices. 

Baggarly also blames runaway inflation on greed and 

73 lack of self discipline. He also has charged that labor 
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is irresponsible to imagine it could "rely on a cost-of-

living clause to maintain its present standard of 

living. ""̂ ^ 

He expressed concern that America is not finding new 

solutions for energy, even though Gerald Ford seemed to 

feel that the high price of gasoline would solve the 

75 
problem. Some six months later, while saying that oil 

companies were supposedly developing new energy sources, 

Baggarly asked, "Is big oil going to knock itself out to 

76 develop competition for itself?" 

He was against the Supreme Court's green light on 

capital punishment. It would discriminate against the 

77 poor and minorities—those who could not fight back. 

He sympathized with Lt. William Galley, considering 

him to be a scapegoat for others who had committed 

atrocities in Vietnam. Baggarly felt Nixon's near promise 

of a pardon to Calley was an attempt to make political 

capital. He reminded readers that review boards usually 

reduce sentences. 

While saying he was all for civil and women's rights 

in principle, Baggarly disapproved of sexual mixing of 

school athletics and the Ford administration's notice to 

public institutions of education that they had to give 

79 
women equal athletic opportunities. 
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The Election of 1952 

The election year of 1952 marked the beginning of 

Baggarly's. fervent interest in national politics—and 

although he consistently supported Democratic presidential 

nominees, he did not fail to take presidents to task or 

to praise them, regardless of party. 

He expected Harry Truman to run again. Nevertheless 

he denounced the incumbent President as "probably the 

most insulting and contemptible President the country 
80 

has ever had." Later, however, he wrote, "Perhaps 

we opposed much that Truman has done, but we must give the 

devil his due. . . . The money which Americans had left 

after paying their tax bills during the Truman Administra

tion is more than the total they had before paying their 

taxes in all the years of the Republican administrations 

in history." 

As for the imminent November election, he said that 

should there be a Republican victory, the "chances are 

we'd find just as many crooked Republicans. We'd find 

that taxes would remain high." Denying that he was 

asserting things would be rosy under another Democratic 

administration, Baggarly said, "It's just a case of 

selecting the lesser of two evils." Little men "have 

82 
fared better under Democratic administrations." 
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In his predictions for the 1952 election, Baggarly 

lacked his later shrewdness. He thought that Senator 

Robert Taft would be the Republican nominee and that 

Dwight Eisenhower would not run, saying that the 

Eisenhower boom was losing momentum.^^ 

"In 1952 the country was polarized. Truman could 

do nothing right and Eisenhower could do nothing wrong."^^ 

"Truman's public relations were poor," Baggarly said, 

"When it came to the actual presidential campaign itself, 

Eisenhower was regarded well and Adlai Stevenson ill."^^ 

He endorsed Stevenson because he thought he was the 

"best man," but also thought . . . "the Democratic Party 

much more important to the masses of Americans than the 

86 particular man selected as titular head." 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 

Eisenhower carried the election in Texas by 53.1 

percent of the votes, getting 1,102,181 to Adlai E. 

Stevenson's 969,227. Swisher County voters supported 

Eisenhower only by a "1.7 to 1 lead," the Country 

Editor wrote. By 1956, when Eisenhower carried Texas by 

1,080,619 votes to Stevenson's 85 9,958, Swisher County 

went overwhelmingly for Stevenson, despite the fact that 

nationally, "most papers were Republican and all dailies 

87 
Republican." 
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In actuality, a spot check of some nationally known 

metropolitan dailies and some Texas dailies selected at 

random revealed that several well-known dailies did not 

carry the Republican label according to N. W. Ayer and 

Son's Directory of Newspapers and Periodicals. The 

Texas dailies included the Amarillo dailies published by 

the Globe-News Publishing and the Lubbock papers pub

lished by the Avalanche Journal.^^ 

Swisher County's three weeklies, the Happy Herald, 

the Tulia Herald, and the Kress News, were all Demo

cratic. 

Baggarly wrote of election campaigns themselves: 

True Democrats . . . have refused to compromise 
principle even if it meant defeat at the polls. 
True Democrats are those who believe it is better 
to lose an election than to deceive the people.^^ 

Between the two national elections, Baggarly became 

indignant at what he considered to be false propaganda 

and felt it necessary to debunk it. He charged: 

The technique of these people who are in charge of 
our every means of communications, except an 
isolated newspaper here and there, is not unlike 
that of brain washers. They are waging a psycho
logical war. They have little respect for the 
truth when truth tends to expose their true purposes. 
It's the same technique used by Hitler and Stalin. 
. . . That's why we find it necessary to debunk 
their false propaganda week after week.^O 

He added that although he stated the facts, once 

was not enough. "Personally we aren't going to miss an 

91 
opportunity to expose their dishonesty and double-talk. " 
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Announcing that President Dwight Eisenhower had 

expressed his intention of supporting all Republican 

candidates in the November election, regardless of 

whether or not they supported his program, Baggarly 

commented that "it has been only two years since he and 

his party were selling so many Democrats the idea that 

'it isn't the party, it's the man'."^^ 

Baggarly also reminded his readers that "the last 

two Democratic administrations have fallen far short of 

Utopia." Yet, "they look pretty respectable compared with 
93 

Republican administrations." 

Baggarly said: 
Eisenhower is to be commended for vetoing the bill 
which would have removed the 20 per cent tax on 
theatre tickets. He is to be commended for his 
apparently sincere interest in religion. We do not 
hold him responsible for everything that goes 
wrong or for every headache that isn't healed 
overnight. He's honest and sincere.^4 

Before Eisenhower's election, the Republican platform 

promised price supports as needed for "balanced production," 

a goal of full parity, "support to co-ops and REA" where 
95 private needs merit, among other things. During the 

summer of 195 3 the farmers had faced a drought, over-

96 production and falling farm prices. 

Baggarly was critical because the campaign promises 

had not been kept, but he considered Eisenhower a weak 

man dominated by others. 
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"Mr. Eisenhower, because of his inexperience and 

lack of training, can be nothing more than a front for a 

group of selfish and determined men," Baggarly said.^^ 

Near the end of Eisenhower's second term, Baggarly 

wrote of Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Benson: 

Benson is an honest, conscientious man. He is 
perfectly sincere in his efforts to relegate the 
farmer to the status of the Mexican peon. . . . 
The GOP bigwigs . . . sought out the one man . . . 
they thought best qualified to put the farmer 
back in his place.98 

The Election of 1960 

The 1960 election year was of particular interest 

in Texas because conservative and loyalist Democrats had 

split, the latter forming Democrats of Texas (DOT) 

committed to endorsing or recommending no Democrat not 

endorsed by the national Democratic Party. Senator 

Lyndon Johnson was in ill repute with some of the 

loyalists because he had formed a coalition with Sam 

Rayburn and Price Daniel to lead the moderates and was 

credited with sacrificing loyalty to the Democratic party 

99 for political expediency. 

Baggarly said that it was "pretty hard for honorable 

Democrats to take" but that the DOT would support Johnson 

to a man for vice president. Party unity was more 

important than spite, he said, being somewhat inconsistent 

with his earlier expressed Democratic principles. 
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Baggarly considered himself to be a personal and political 

friend of long standing with Johnson. Baggarly none

theless enumerated some of Johnson's faults: 

He hasn't always been true to some of his 
strongest supporters. Johnson hasn't treated 
Ralph Yarborough right, but Jolinson has done a 
lot for Texas.i02 

John F. Kennedy 

Baggarly supported John F. Kennedy for President and 

frequently defended him on the religious question. When 

Kennedy was running for president, Baggarly said. 

We believe Kennedy to be an honorable man and 
we think he has given us evidence that he would 
never mix religion and politics.iO3 

He reminded his readers -that as a senator, Kennedy 

"several times voted against federal aid to parochial 

104 schools." He said three things had been noted since 

the campaign began: Kennedy had tried every way to explain 

his position on religion; that Protestants who refused to 

accept his cuiswers were not questioning in good faith; and 

that it was clear Kennedy was displaying a Christian spirit, 

105 
the others intolerance or bigotry. 

"Returning inevitably to the subject of John F. 

Kennedy," Baggarly reminded his readers of Kennedy's 

"great wisdom, understanding and fair mindedness." 

He cited a Gallup poll to the effect that anti-

Catholic sentiment was not as strong as it had been a 

generation before, but that it was present in appreciable 
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amounts in some areas. 

Of the nuclear test ban treaty, Baggarly said, 

"In areas where we are ignorant . . . we prefer to leave 

such decisions to men who have this vital information. " 

He added that he tended "to side with the people who must 

be responsible for their decisions." Kennedy's decision 

was supported by ex-President Eisenhower and ex-President 

Trijman, as well as a number of Republican and Democratic 
108 senators and "most top scientists and military men." 

As for nepotism, President Eisenhower and President 

Kennedy were considered by Baggarly to be even. 

Eisenhower's brother was named a top advisor and the 

Army assigned his son John to the White House staff. 

"Kennedy appointed his brother to the Cabinet and his 

109 brother-in-law to head the Peace Corps." 

Comparing Kennedy with Roosevelt and Truman, 

Baggarly described the President as "even-tempered, never 

offensive, always a gentleman." He has "tried to 

eliminate emotion and passion from issues." 

Baggarly commended Kennedy and his family for 

refusing all gifts, unlike Truman and Eisenhower. 

However, "perhaps no president before him has been called 

upon to bear the vulgar and vituperative hatred which has 

been directed at him by persons not unlike those of 

^ .= ̂  ..ii2 Biblical times who were possessed of demons. 
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Today, John Birchers openly wish for the physical 
destruction of John F. Kennedy. Even in Tulia we 
have heard of persons who wish for his assassination. 
These people don't hate the actions of JFK. 
It s his person that they hate—and the persons of 
u f o^°^^?^^- ^^^' "̂ ^̂ ^̂  ̂ P' ̂ r̂. President. They 
hated Washington and Lincoln—even Jesus Christ— 
with the same kind of hate and for much the same 
reasons. -'•i3 

A short while later Baggarly blamed radio and 

television for emphasizing Kennedy's remark about 

Eisenhower's budget at the press conference concerned with 

preventing Russian troops from being in Cuba and with the 

danger of war. The following week Baggarly commented 

upon Richard Nixon's calling for "Kennedy to take drastic 

action in connection with Cuba," but reminded the reader 

that this action might have started an atomic war for 

which Kennedy would have been blamed. 

Concerning Kennedy's decision to resume nuclear 

testing, Baggarly became decidedly concerned with the 

character of the man, as well as with the party. 

Baggarly wrote: 

When we support a man for public office, we aren't 
as concerned about his stand on various political 
issues, which are usually controversial, as we are 
his sense of right and wrong, his honesty, his 
integrity, his sense of fairness, his determination 
to do what he thinks is right regardless of the 
pressure exerted on him, his desire to right every 
problem on its own merits and not to be influenced 
by whether it is a "liberal" or a "conservative" 
issue, whether or not it gives the edge to a 
pressure group which worked for his election.i 
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"In Vietnam, President Kennedy openly defended the 

Buddhists against Catholic persecution, "̂ "̂ ^ Baggarly 

said. In reference to a banner headline on page one of 

the Amarillo Daily News, "British Baptist Raps Catholic 

President," Baggarly charged that "when it comes to 

mixing church and state, the Catholics can't hold a 

candle to the Protestants. ""̂ ^̂  

After John F. Kennedy's assassination, Baggarly 

wrote: 

The murder of our President was a victory . . . 
for lunatics, fanatics, extremists, the 
inevitable harvest of the seed they have been 
sowing of hate. But, paradoxically, . . . 
America began to see him in focus. . . . If it 
took the President's death to strip away the 
veil of hatred and prejudice long enough for 
America to see Mr. Kennedy's statesmanship and 
greatness, then he has not died in vain. If it 
exposed the inevitable result of extremism and 
fanaticism, then he has not died in vain. 

119 He ended, "God bless your memory, John Kennedy." 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

Although Baggarly had taken Johnson to task, he 

implied he would have preferred to support him for 

120 President rather than Kennedy. He had supported 

Johnson in earlier elections and accompanied Johnson 

when he campaigned for the presidency through the Solid 

South. 

One day after Johnson became President, Baggarly 

was sitting in his niece's kitchen drinking coffee with 
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her family when Johnson called and asked, "How married are 

121 you to your job?" 

Johnson said he couldn't communicate with people: 

I am surrounded by speech writers, but they all 
speak to Harvard graduates. They nor I am able to 
communicate with the truck drivers, the farmers, 
the laborer. I especially need someone to 
communicate my position on Vietnam. 

Johnson said that he had talked the problem over 

with George Christian, his press secretary and former 

press secretary to Governor John Connally, and Christian 

said "that Baggarly was the best man in journalism for 

122 
the job."̂ '''' 

Baggarly wrote, "There is no torture comparable to 

that of frustration. . . . We returned to Tulia immediately, 
,,12 3 

numb from shock, and even that night sought advice." 

Johnson had offered Baggarly an office next to his own 

and said he would want him present at all conversations 

and to accompany him on trips to hear all that went on, 

to know what Johnson wanted to say and to express it 

right. 

The job paid $27,500. 

Baggarly's first reaction was that nobody turns 

down the President. He did not feel he could afford to 

turn it down. However, Johnson had said he did not have 

to decide right away. He told Baggarly to call him back 

124 
in twenty-four hours. 
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Baggarly worried about it. He consulted people he 

had confidence in. They all encouraged him to accept, 

with the exception of Tommy Thompson of the Amarillo 

Globe. "Tommy's comments seemed to be what we wanted to 

hear": 

The job will break your health, and even though 
the pay is attractive by Texas standards, you will 
have to draw on the paper to live as you would 
have to in Washington.i25 

"Johnson had advised me that I could get any job 

12 6 I wanted after I left." Baggarly worried but felt he 

had to take the position. He called to accept. Johnson 

had instructed the White House operator to put the call 

through, but he was in a Cabinet meeting and said he 

would call back. He did not call right away. 

In the meantime, Baggarly went home and could not 

sleep. It was a decision affecting his whole future and 

he wrestled with it. In the early morning hours he 

decided to turn Johnson down. He weighed and balanced his 

decision, and decided to elude the phone—not to go to the 

office. 

About the time he dozed, Johnson called. Baggarly 

told him he could not decide. Johnson tried persuading, 

shaming, everything he could think of. He said he would 

not look further if Baggarly refused. 

Baggarly promised to write him a letter. It was 

easier to refuse that way."^^^ He feared that if he 
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accepted the next step after Washington would likely be 

retirement. 

He would have had to find someone to take over his 

paper for him, and if he were good, Baggarly said, the 

paper would not really be Baggarly's any more. "I would 

have to start over," he said, "and with a controversial 

paper, I might not be so lucky next time. I might get 

run out of town.""^^^ 

Regretfully Baggarly wrote: 

Dear Mr. President: 

For four days . . . and nights . . . I have been 
wrestling with my own best judgment concerning the 
decision I have to make. Never have there been so 
many good reasons why I should come . . . and so 
many why I can't. 

For the sake of brevity, may I,simply state my 
feelings at this time. 

1. I consider the confidence you have placed in 
me the greatest compliment of my career. 

2. It would be the most rewarding accomplishment 
of my life to know that I had served you or had been 
of any help to you during these desperate times. 

3. My first love will always be my newspaper and 
the image I have tried to give it during the past 2 0 
years. Under no conceivable circumstances would I 
dispose of it or allow it to suffer damage as the 
result of neglect or inability to find suitable leader
ship to give it what I consider proper direction. The 
responsibility for any economic, political and 
editorial strength which it might have rests squarely 
on my shoulders. 

4. Competent replacement seems to be unavailable. 
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5. In view of the above, I do not feel that I 
could afford to be away from the paper for any 
extended period. If there is any capacity in which 
I could be of help within the framework of my 
circumstances, please call upon me. Be assured that 
I will be here doing everything within my power for 
you and the ticket between now and November. 

6. If my roots were not so deeply embedded here, 
if my conscience would let me sell the paper and 
relocate following service in Washington, I would 
catch the next plane. 

7. Please be assured that I am burning no bridges 
to service for you in perhaps some other capacity at 
some future time. 

Respectfully yours, 

H. M. Baggarly^^^ 

"Johnson's reply was short, cold, stiff, and formal--

completely out of context with our conversation," 

Baggarly said. Johnson replied: 

Dear Mr. Baggarly: 

I appreciate all the effort and feeling that you put 
into your recent letter. Your reasoning is clear to 
me and I accept it in the comfort of knowing that you 
will always be ready to help. We will be calling on 
you from tim.e to time and you have all my gratitude 
now. Sincerely, Lyndon B. Johnson.i^O 

Baggarly wrote: 

Occasionally a secretary would use the salutation 
"Dear Mr. Baggarly," but when he signed the letter, 
Johnson would invariably superimpose "H. M." in ink 
over the more formal title. He didn't this time.i-̂ i 

Baggarly later explained in his column: 

Being the conservative that we are, we made our 
decision to hold fast to those things most 
important to us—friends, home, acceptance, our two 
cats, coffee at Heard and Jones, rounding up news 
for radio twice a day, making speeches over the 
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country, our ewn comfortable bed, our church, 
Kiwanis club, getting letters from, readers, 
seeing the same old familiar faces in the post 
office, visiting Archie and Genelle Jordan on 
Sunday afternoons, visiting with Ed Crawford on 
the way to town, loafing at the funeral parlor, 
insulting Dolly Howard each day at lunch, slipping 
out the back door if we see Nell Mays coming in 
time, writing editorials and columns without 
having to "clear" them with somebody, reading 
Tommy Thompson each afternoon Vbgn we get home, 
lying on the sofa—barefooted.i^2 

In retrospect, Baggarly wrote of Johnson: 

A year ago critics were damning LBJ for not trying 
to curb inflation by a tax increase and a year later 
waiting to pounce on him if he does ask for a tax 
increase. 

He explained Johnson's decrease in popularity as being 

caused by insoluble national and international problems, 

not having the Negro, Southern, Northern or Eastern votes 

in his pocket, not having the charm that Franklin D. 

Roosevelt had, and not being able to discover and attract 

133 outstanding advisors. 

A year later Baggarly said Johnson was hated by the 

South because he had done so much for the Negroes and by 

the Negroes because he had not done more. 

"Johnson has done more for the Negro than any 

president since Lincoln, Baggarly said. 

Baggarly staunchly defended Johnson against Lewis 

Salas' charges of a rigged election box in Jim Wells 

County, saying it might have been expected. Baggarly 

said he "wouldn't vouch for what went on in Jim Wells 
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County in 194 8, but we most certainly would vouch for 

Lyndon Johnson's innocence." Baggarly attributed 

"Luis Salas' confession" to a bid for publicity. 

Baggarly charged that any chicanery in the U.S. 

Senate races which Johnson won over Coke Stevenson by a 

narrow margin was due to the efforts of the late George 

Pharr in his enmity toward Stevenson. Denouncing Pharr 

as a "South Texas political boss and a lying S.O.B.," 

Baggarly maintained that Johnson and Pharr had not met 

before the election which Salas claimed Johnson won by 

demanding 200 additional votes three days afterward. 

Baggarly wrote that he had always questioned the 

validity of the Jim Wells County vote because he never 

trusted Pharr. However, he branded as a lie Salas' 

contention that Johnson met Pharr and that "2 00 added 

votes . . . were taken in order from poll tax lists, 

explaining that although the original poll tax lists had 

disappeared, lists were on file in the state comptroller's 

office. He cited comptroller Bob Bullock as saying that 

three of the names Salas said "were voted fraudulently, 

Mrs. Miguel Acero, Miguel Acero and Hector Cerda" were 

not on the 1948 poll tax list. 

Baggarly further charged that three of LBJ's 

personal friends—aide Charles Herring; Walter Jenkins, 

his administrative assistant; and Miss Mary Rather, 
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Johnson's personal secretary—denied any possibility of 

Johnson's leaving Austin at that time for Alice to demand 

more votes. Baggarly added that Jenkins declared the 

historians wrong in crediting Johnson with a victory by 

82 votes, saying he won by 157. 

Baggarly ended his "Country Editor" column with a 

quotation from Rep. Henry Gonzalez, who he said denounced 

Salas as a "thug for Pharr." 

Gonzalez said, "'The AP story only repeats an old, 

old lie and it dishonors the memory of a man who surely 

135 deserves better. . . ,»"-'-' 

The Farm Problem 

Baggarly had little to say about the farmer during 

the early Kennedy and Johnson years beyond telling those 

who opposed price supports that a farm program could be 

136 
worse and warning that agricultural parity could be 

achieved by government-guaranteed prices or by farmers 

so organized as to control production to get the price 

137 they wanted. Agriculture's enemies did not realize 

that "farm depression can spread to industrial areas," 

u -^138 
he said. 

He lamented that "agriculture had never even approached 

parity with other segments of the economy until government 

139 
controls were instituted in the days of the New Deal." 

The subsidy could achieve a public need and provide profit 
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"at the prices we have to charge. ""̂ ^̂  Unlike labor, 

which could bargain, the farmer remained "at the mercy 

141 
of society." Baggarly defined parity as receiving a 
^ . 142 fair price. 

Since he lived in the heart of an agrarian economy, 

agriculture became Baggarly's overwhelming cause next to 

politics. "Tulia will live or die by agriculture. ""̂ "̂̂  

Richard M. Nixon 

Richard Nixon was suspect from the very beginning. 

Besides Nixon's being a Republican, Baggarly considered 

him a crook. 

Also from the beginning he considered Nixon an 

enemy of the farmer. 

In the spring of 1970, Baggarly wrote that Nixon's 

plans to combat inflation by lowering prices would be 

144 disastrous. Nixon had promised when he was running 

for president that the Secretary of Agriculture would be 

145 a representative to the White House. 

Thirty-two farm groups, called the Coalition, funda

mentally agreed on a farm program and took it to Secretary 

of A.griculture Clifford M. Hardin for presentation to the 

White House. Nothing happened. Nixon refused the initial 

proposals for a farm program. Congress came up with an 

agricultural bill but the President said he could support 

. . , ^ .̂  146 little of It. 
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Earlier in the year, Nixon had lowered soybean 

support prices by 25 cents a bushel. "He called the 

1967-196 8 reseal grain sorghum with only thirty-six 

days notice and at harvest when more than enough was 

available, causing an immediate break in the market." 

Baggarly wrote: 

Nixon also lowered the port price CCC grain 
sorghum prices by 13 cents, which affected the 
price downward. He cancelled all advance pay
ments on the 1970 feed grain program at a time 
when credit was the tightest in history, and 
lowered payment rate on feed grains from 45 
percent of base yield to 40 percent, permitted 
curtailment of credit sources to agricultural 
segments of the economy when prices were far 
lower than the cost of productions, at a time 
when expenses had skyrocketed due to inflation, 
permitted removal tax helps beneficial to 
agriculture such as 7 percent credit investment 
deduction, recommended complete phase out of 
government programs in five years, called all 
1964-65-66-67-68 resealed com and feed grains, 
increased cotton acreages and cut cotton 
payments when there was too much cotton in 
storage for a decent price.14' 

A year later he described a Nixon proposal as "one 

148 more step towards the demise of the family farm." 

This would spread farm problems among four new agencies 

without regard for farm problem relationships. "The 

USDA should be strengthened and more closely coordinated. 

The human, economic, natural, and community resources 

149 
of rural America are inseparable." 

Of the cost of living index, farm prices were off 

45 percent, food up 15.5 percent as 1974 ended. The cost 
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of living during the Kennedy and Johnson administrations 

rose an average of 1.9 percent per year. During the 

Nixon regime the index averaged 7 percent each year for 

five years and 14 percent for the first six months of 

1974.150 

After Watergate, Baggarly wrote an editorial 

expressing the opinion that Nixon had been "wooing the 

labor bosses by promising higher minimum wage and fringe 

boosts, maybe 8 percent." He also mentioned a dictator

ship. He attributed the Watergate break-in to Nixon's 

determination to make the GOP the majority party at any 

4. 151 cost. 

Later Baggarly commented that the press was under 

seige by the Nixon administration with special reference 

to the Washington Post and the challenging of the license 

renewals of two of its television stations, WIXT and WPLG 

152 
in Jacksonville and Miami, by the FCC. 

Baggarly accused Nixon of using Vietnam for politics, 

beginning with his first race for the presidency in 1960. 

Said Baggarly, "The image of Nixon and Madison Avenue 

II15 3 appears even in the release of the POWs." 

"We insist on impeachment when a president acts 

like Nixon," he wrote the following spring, and added that 

he believed Ford to be a "man of integrity, and moral and 

political honesty." He felt Nixon's resignation could 
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give the Republicans a second chance to win in the 

November general election. "̂ ^̂  

Gerald Ford 

Baggarly considered Ford a conservative Republican 

and Nelson Rockefeller a liberal. While he has never 

endorsed Republicans and did not like Ford's pardoning 

of Nixon, Baggarly's faith in Ford's integrity remained 

unshaken. His good will, however, did not extend to 

Rockefeller's ties with "Exxon, Standard Oil and other 

sectors of the military-industrial complex. """"̂ ^ 

The Election of 19 76 

Baggarly likened George Wallace to a bug that 

15 6 
crawled out of the woodwork and called Ronald Reagan 

a demogogue with "no expertise on foreign affairs." 

Endorsing Hubert Humphrey for President, Baggarly said 

that Humphrey had studied the office, had the training and 

15 8 
the courage and wanted to serve his country. 

Baggarly was elated when Jimmy Carter won the 

election. He blamed Ford's defeat, in part, upon 

pardoning Nixon but said that the people were "plagued 

by depression, unemployment, farm problems, inflation, 

and disgusted with Watergate and personal misconduct and 

159 
simply wanted a change." 
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He credited Ford's campaign managers with instigating 

the unpleasant racial incident that occurred at the First 

Baptist Church of Plains, Georgia, on October 31, 1976, 

saying that the GOP had letters ready for mailing about 

it before the incident occurred. 

Carter himself, on November 1, expressed the opinion 

that the cancelling of Sunday services the day before, 

when the Rev. Clennon King, pastor of the Divine Mission 

Church of Albany, Georgia, and a civil rights activist, 

went to the church for services with three other Negroes, 

161 was "politically inspired." 

A few days before the vote Baggarly also condemned 

"Heartland," which was distributed to boxholders by the 

Ford election committee, as a scurrilous slander sheet. 

Baggarly said, "It is difficult to disassociate Ford from 

the bastards running his campaign," and added that his 

committee was determined to get Ford elected by "deceit, 

162 
lies, and half truths." 

Before the election, Baggarly wrote of Carter, "No 

honest person, particularly those . . . who know him best 

question his morality, his sincerity, and his genuine 

Christianity. ""̂ "̂̂  Baggarly called Carter's rise perhaps 

the most significant event in Democratic history since 

1^ 164 Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 
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Jimmy Carter 

The Country Editor commended Carter for honesty in 

what Baggarly regarded as errors. While still Georgia's 

governor. Carter tried to improve race relations by 

hanging a picture of Martin Luther King, Jr. in the 

state house. Also, his daughter Amy's nurse, Mary 

Fitzpatrick, was a convicted Georgia murderess on trusty 

status in the prison rehabilitation program. "'"̂^ 

In early February Baggarly said he did not expect a 

miracle but thought the new administration a change for 

the better.-^^^ 

Two weeks later without offering a reason, he indi

cated that Carter's choice of a military man, Adm. 

Stansfield Turner, to head the CIA might be his first real 

• *. 1 167 mistake. 

In September in an editorial titled "Carter . . . 

After Seven Months" Baggarly summed up Carter's victories 

and defeats. Carter had made an impact as an environ

mentalist, partly by pushing for passage of strip mining 

controls. He had challenged successfully unnecessary 

government spending on twenty-three federally controlled 

water and irrigation projects, thus attacking "cherished 

congressional pork barrel politics." He had taken some 

steps toward reorganization of the government. 



53 

On the other hand. Carter had not found enthusiastic 

legislative support for his proposals of a merit system 

for selection of federal judges or for his proposed 

overhaul of Social Security. He had been blasted by 

organized labor and Blacks and had had "rocky relations 

with Congress." Baggarly also had misgivings about 

Carter's defense of Bert Lance, director of the Office 

of Management and Budget. He felt Carter's loyalty to 

Lance, who was investigated for financial illegalities 

during his term as president of the National Bank of 

Georgia, threatened to undermine Carter's pledge to restore 

trust in government. 

In addition, farmers had been angered, feeling 

Carter had abandoned his campaign pledge to back high 

-.168 
price supports for wheat and other crops. 

Baggarly reminded his readers that the agricultural 

program begun by Earl L. Butz, Nixon appointee as 

secretary of agriculture in 1971, was still in effect. 

While the program would run through December 31, 1977, 

Baggarly also reminded his readers that the USDA had 

issued regulations allowing "approved cooperative marketing 

associations to participate, in behalf of their members in 

authorized price support programs for wheat and feed 

170 
grams. 
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In an earlier column Baggarly had written: 

The Texas Extension Service says that it costs 
near $3.75 to produce a bushel of dryland wheat 
and approximately $4.25 for irrigated. With 
wheat selling for $2 and less, does this sound 
like a "fair profit"?171 

The theme that ran through Baggarly's comments for 

the first seven months of Carter's term was that Carter 

had done more for the farmer than his Republican 

predecessors, but that he had not done enough. 

On Friday, December 9, 1977, Baggarly attended a 

White House briefing. The briefing, which Baggarly 

described as very informal, was held in the Cabinet room 

with Carter presiding. 

A number of problems were discussed, among them the 

proposed Panama Canal Treaty, energy, unemployment, and 

the farm strike and price situation. 

Baggarly had lunch at the White House, spent forty 

minutes with Carter and the rest of the day with Carter's 

advisers. While the editor described the briefing as 
172 

giving him good background for his work, it did not 

noticeably modify his attitudes toward the issues 

discussed except possibly for the Panama Canal Treaty, 

^ 173 which he later endorsed. 

His disenchantment with Carter appears to increase 

almost weekly. He has always felt that Carter's background 

as a governor did not fit him for practical negotiations 
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as the President. However, Baggarly's greatest criticism, 

apart from the farm problem, is what he considers Carter's 

lack of practical political finesse and needless aliena

tion of power groups, 

Baggarly feels that part of Carter's problems stem 

from lack of communication, especially with the farmer, 

but he also feels that "Washington experience" is a 

necessary criterion in the selection of any presidential 

candidate. 

"But Carter has developed his own proposals with his 

own people, sought no advice from Congress, then hit them 

cold with proposed legislation." An experienced 

president would have sounded out leaders and ironed out 

differences before presenting proposals. Furthermore, 

"Congressional leaders resented not only the proposals 

but their being ignored when the proposals were being 

formulated. "-̂"̂"̂  

In April Baggarly compared Carter to Eisenhower in 

that Eisenhower vetoed a farm bill and Carter "is 

175 threatening to do the same thing." 

Saying that something about Carter had always 

disturbed him, Baggarly asked: 

Could it be that philosophically he is a 
typical Southern Republican running as a Democrat 
and surrounding himself with a group of Republican 
Georgia hack politicians for advisors?l'76 
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"Carter is the first Democratic president in our 

lifetime to be anti-agriculture," Baggarly said. He also 

suggested, "It is none too soon for Democrats to find a 

pro-agriculture candidate for 1980.""^^^ If Carter is 

indifferent to his own personal fortune, there is no need 

to drag the party down to defeat, Baggarly wrote. "̂"̂^ 

In an editorial, "The President Is A Fool," 

Baggarly said: 

We have already suggested that the present 
President will go down in history as the most 
mistake prone President in history so far as 
political mistakes are concerned. He just can't 
understand that it isn't enough to be right—he 
must be right at the right time, not at the wrong 
time. . . . Amnesty may have deserved a place on 
a far back burner of the President's stove 
. . . but the American Legion national convention 
wasn't the place for the President to bring it 
up.179 

Baggarly agreed that Carter was right that veterans' 

educational benefits should be tightened and that 

veterans' preference in civil service jobs should cease. 

However, he felt that both the military and civilian 

voters would be angered. 

Does Carter not know that the veterans lobby is 
perhaps the strongest and most effective lobby in 
Washington?180 

Baggarly continued: 

Carter has enough sins against agriculture to 
answer for without adding these affronts to the 
veterans. He's right, but he is a fool for his 
lack of political judgment.181 



CHAPTER IV 

LOYAL TEXAS DEMOCRAT 

Baggarly has been just as fervent in his belief in 

the two-party system and opposition to machine politics 

on the state level as he was on the national. As he had 

concerned himself with a few major national and inter

national issues, he devoted space also to a few state 

issues. 

Among these was the endorsement of House Bill 1099 

to create a Texas public utilities commission, which 

Baggarly felt was especially needed by small towns. "No 

municipal government by itself can afford to employ high-

priced statisticians and accountants" like large 

corporations, he wrote, adding that Texas was the only 

182 State without a state body to regulate utility rates. 

As a member of the advisory committee for the proposed 

new Texas constitution, Baggarly reminded readers that 

the present constitution had had 218 amendments in almost 

100 years and insisted that the new one would be far 

183 better. Although the constitution was defeated on its 

first submission to voters, Baggarly informed his audience 

that some controversial items had been eliminated, such as 

57 
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right to work, and urged readers to study it and vote for 

it upon its resubmission on November 4."̂ "̂̂  

Apart from legislation such as the above which he 

felt would affect Texas residents directly, Baggarly has 

devoted most of his attention to electoral politics. 

On the state level he has been concerned chiefly with 

gubernatorial candidates and sometimes with candidates 

for other high office, and occasionally congressional or 

senatorial races or incumbents. 

Although Baggarly was mere involved with local 

government in the first years of his editorship, he has 

always been involved in politics. From the beginning he 

has considered himself an old-line Democrat, a loyal 

Democrat as opposed to conservative Democrats, whom he 

185 considers basically Republican. He has had nothing but 

contempt for those he considers Republicans masquerading 

as Democrats. Through the years he has been particularly 

indignant toward those who have voted in the Democratic 

primary, promising to vote Democratic in other elections, 

but who then did not. He considers the promise sacred 

and said of the Texas Supreme Court decision that allowed 

the crossing of party lines that it had "made it legally 

186 and morally right to lie." He then wondered when the 

187 
court would "legalize adultery and stealing." 
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Although Baggarly has modified his remarks somewhat, 

party loyalty has been to him and remains a basic principle 

He firmly believes in working within a group and 

attempting to change the organization from within or 

chcuiging organizations if a member is dissatisfied. 

Baggarly once admonished: "choose your party as you would 

your wife. 

In the 1950s, therefore, Baggarly was particularly 

incensed at "Eisenhower Democrats" and what he termed 

"Shivercrats." The latter referred to candidate cross-

filing, a procedure introduced by incumbent Governor 

Allan Shivers, who ran on both the Republican and Demo

cratic tickets in Texas in 1952. 

Of equal, if not greater, importance to Baggarly, 

loyalty to the party meant supporting party nominees at 

the national level. He was indignant when high Texas 

officials did not do so. 

The action that precipitated the Democratic split 

between loyalist and conservative began in May 1952 with 

a motion for the loyalty pledge. "The Shivers-controlled 

State Executive Committee had, just before the state 

convention opened in San Antonio, adopted a resolution 
189 

opposing the Truman civil rights stand." 

At the convention, the Shivers' faction gained 

control of the delegates, and the liberals withdrew. 
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Delegates from each group subsequently traveled to the 

national convention at Chicago, demanding seats. "̂ ^̂  

Sam Rayburn was chairman of the convention, and 

because Shivers had promised him that his delegates would 

support the party nominees and that their names would 

appear on the Texas ballot, the Shivers delegation was 

seated by voice vote. A short while later. Shivers 

recommended that Democrats wishing to vote Republican 

should split their tickets, voting in the Democratic 

191 primary and voting Republican in the general election. 

The Amarillo convention officially adopted Shivers' 

192 recommendation. When Shivers was renominated for 

governor and Price Daniel gained the nomination for the 

U.S. Senate, both "campaigned openly for Republican presi-
19 3 

dential nominees." In the meantime the state Republican 

convention "nominated and cross-filed fifteen Democratic 

194 candidates" in Texas. 

The outcome was the formation of the Texas Demo

cratic Organizing Committee (DOC). This gave way to the 

Democratic Advisory Council (DAC) and finally to the 

Democrats of Texas (DOT). 

The Texas Democratic Organizing Committee was formed 

by 2 76 Democrats from seventy-six counties on May 17, 

1953. Despite an announced goal of 20,000 members, this 

organization promptly gave way when the chairman of the 
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Democratic National Committee, Steve Mitchell, "informed 

the officers of the DOC that the national party had 

already planned to set up a party organization in Texas 

to be called the Democratic Advisory Council. ""̂ ^̂  

The latter was organized in 195 4 and lasted until 

1956. It was dominated by the national committee chair

man, Sam Rayburn, who had served as speaker of the U.S. 

House of Representatives from 1949-195 3 and who again was 

speaker from 1955-1961, and Lyndon B. Johnson, then a 

U.S. Senator. Johnson had served as the Democratic 

minority leader from 1953-1954, and was the Democratic 

majority leader from 1955-1960. According to Eugene 

Jones, editor of The Texas Country Editor and The Texas 

Country Democrat, the DAC exerted little political 

influence in Texas. The Democratic Party in Texas was 

controlled firmly by the Rayburn-Johnson-Shivers-Daniel 

T*.- 196 coalition. 

The first state convention at Dallas in 1956 was 

peaceful, members deciding on Johnson as head of the state 

delegation to the national convention and as a "favorite 

son" candidate for president. The one discordant note 

was the election of Mrs. R. D. Randolph of Houston as 

national committeewoman, despite Johnson's opposition. 

The second state convention in Fort Worth marked the 

break between the moderates, led by Johnson, Rayburn, and 
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Daniel, and the liberals, led by Mrs. Randolph, who lost 

their fight to have liberals from Harris and El Paso 

counties seated. Convinced of political chicanery on the 

part of Daniel, the liberals broke with the DAC. 

The Democrats of Texas movement began in December 

1956 and was officially organized in May 1957. The con

stitution contained the statement that the organization 

would not "endorse or recommend a candidate who states 

his opposition to the platform of the national Democratic 

197 
Party." DOT members had considered Johnson largely 

responsible for their failure at Fort Worth and became 

divided when Johnson announced his intention of seeking 

the vice-presidential nomination. When he did receive it 

at the Los Angeles national convention, the DOT received 

19 8 
its death blew. It disbanded in 1960. 

, While Baggarly disclaimed membership in the DOT, 

saying that it had no membership roll, he attended a 

number of meetings. He not only aligned himself with the 

organization but identified with it: 

The "Democrats of Texas" in no sense . . . is a 
new party or a "splinter" from any party. We 
represent a majority of Texas Democrats who were 
raped last September by a coalition of Eisenhower 
Democrats and Republicans. We believe in honest 
elections, in majority rule.i^ 

Not unexpectedly, Baggarly's readers were kept well 

informed of all the DOT's activities and those of the 

"Eisenhower Democrats" and Republicans. His outrage 
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overflowed his columns and figured prominently in election 

discussions. 

Apart from the loyalty issue, Baggarly followed a 

policy of always endorsing a candidate unless he felt the 

candidates running were of about the same qualifications. 

If it was merely a matter of personal preference, he felt 

it unfair to use the newspaper's influence on its readers. 

However, he has never failed to become involved when he 

thought there was a real issue at stake.^^^ 

At the same time, he has advised his readers to 

choose their candidate on his own merits, not his 

201 opponent's demerits. In addition, within the party, 

he said: 

Voters should be most concerned not with a 
candidate's promises but with his character, his 
honor, his integrity, his inclination to weigh all 
evidence before making a decision, his temperance, 
his lack of prejudice.202 

Allan Shivers was the first to feel his editorial 

wrath. 

Allan Shivers 

Shivers succeeded Governor Beauford H. Jester in 

1949, when Governor Jester died after six months of his 

second term. In 1950 Shivers was elected governor in his 

own right. In 1952 he beat Ralph Yarborough in the 

primary, and Allan Shivers, Democrat, defeated Allan 

203 
Shivers, Republican by 1,375,547 to 468,319. In 
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1954 Shivers beat Yarborough in both primaries and the 

runoff. 

While Baggarly had supported Shivers in his candi

dacy for lieutenant governor earlier, Baggarly regretted 

Shivers' support of the Graham bill—"which would have 

crippled the farm road system in this and other 

counties" and the fact that Shivers hadn't "demanded an 

uninstructed delegation to the Democratic convention in 

Chicago." He also criticized the governor on his Amarillo 

caucus the previous winter for having snubbed Swisher, 

Castro and Briscoe county Democratic chairmen, who led 

..204 
the delegations of those counties to the caucus. 

Furthermore, Baggarly wished the governor would "devote 

himself to the preservation of the two-party system to 

which we owe our democratic form of government, rather 

than undermining confidence in his own party by referring 

to it in such uncomplimentary terms as 'Public Enemy 

NO. l.'"2°^ 

Baggarly denounced Shivers—not for his political 

belief but for failure to adopt a label and be what he 

claimed. Without giving a reason, Baggarly compared 

Shivers to Molotov in regard to Shivers' advance pub

licity at the Los Angeles national convention. Baggarly 

commented that Paul Butler, "the non-drinking, non-cussing 

chairman of the Democratic Party, who allegedly snubbed 
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'Guvnah' Shivers, actually gave the governor more consid

eration" than he would have been given at the National 

Democratic Convention. After all, Baggarly said, 

"Shivers double-crossed the party at Chicago when he 

promised to do one thing, then did another. He stabbed 

the party in the back by supporting the opposition 

officially and actively. And he had already announced 

that he would repeat his behavior in 1956 unless he can 

have 'his way at the national convention'.^^^ 

Baggarly had earlier commented upon talk of the Allan 

Shivers political machine. He said it "appears to be as 

air-tight and comprehensive as anything Texas has ever 

seen."207 

After Shivers' last term, Baggarly wrote: 

Allan Shivers will go down in history as the 
Texas governor that dragged Texas through more scandals 
than any of his predecessors. There were the Rio 
Grande Valley land deal, the state printing contracts 
scandals, the insurance scandals, the veterans land 
scandals, and these are only the beginning.2 08 

Price Daniel 

Price Daniel led the Democratic primary in 1956 

over Ralph Yarborough, the nearest contender, and beat 

Yarborough in the runoff. Daniel won again both in 195 8 

and in 1960. Baggarly considered him to be Allan Shivers' 

true successor, in the sense of sharing the same 

2 09 political philosophies. Daniel was groomed to replace 
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Shivers because, said Baggarly, Shivers was a "dead 

duck."210 

Daniel had been attorney general from January 1947 

to January 195 3 and had aligned himself with Shivers 

against the loyal Democrats, as already mentioned. He 

had been a U.S. senator from January 3, 1953, to 

January 15, 1957, running on the Republican ticket in 

211 1952. -̂-̂  

Baggarly charged that Daniel voted Republican in 

212 1948 and 1952. The Country Editor was also opposed to 

Daniel for underhanded political methods and what Baggarly 

considered to be "smears" against both Ralph Yarborough 

213 
and Lyndon Johnson. 

In comparing Daniel and Yarborough, Baggarly said 

that Daniel was backed by the gas and oil industry, while 

Yarborough was dedicated to giving the little man a tax 

break. Baggarly commented that "all six gubernatorial 

candidates are campaigning on a promise to clean up the 

corruption of the Shivers administration . . . but the 

strange thing is that two years ago Ralph Yarborough was 

the only candidate who even asserted that corruption 

• *. A "214 existed. 

However, in the spring of 1959 Baggarly commended 

Daniel for taking a stand against state or sales income 

taxes, defying "the interests who drafted him to run for 
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governor." He said that he could commend "even Price 

Daniel" when he did something commendable. ̂-̂ ^ Baggarly 

indicated that perhaps Daniel was acting sincerely in 

the interest of low-income families. ̂"'•̂  

The following spring Baggarly endorsed Daniel for 

governor, showing a marked lack of enthusiasm: 

We voted for Yarborough for governor in 1956 
because we believed him to be a better man than 
Price Daniel. We are going to vote for Price 
Daniel for governor in 196 0 because we believe him 
to be a better man for the job than Jack Cox. If 
Cox and Evetts Haley were the candidates, we would 
vote for Cox. If Haley and the devil were running 
we'd cross that bridge when we got to it. Will 
say this, however, it wouldn't be an easy 
decision.217 

Price Daniel won over Cox in the Democratic primary 

and over William M. Steger, a Republican, in the general 

election. 

John Connally 

Connally won over Don Yarborough and Price Daniel 

in the first primary in 1962 and beat Yarborough in the 

runoff. He beat Yarborough again in the primary in 1964, 

winning re-election in 1964 and 1966. 

Although Baggarly had endorsed Don Yarborough, he 

believed in giving a satisfactory incumbent a second term. 

A few months after the June 1962 election, he wrote: 

No man can please all Texas Democrats. . . . 
No man can unite all Texas Democrats. But we 
believe Connally is now doing as good a job trying 
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as any man in Texas. We hope John Connally will be 
elected by a tremendous majority on Nov. 6, serve 
two terms, then run for Senator against John 
Tower in 1966. And in 1966 we would like to see 
Don Yarborough elected governor.218 

By the fall of 196 4, however, Baggarly was 

criticizing Connally: 

Connally accepted many high honors and benefits 
from Kennedy, including his appointment as Secretary 
of the Navy. However, "he knifed the hard core of 
Kennedy support in Texas."219 

Baggarly also cited Drew Pearson as saying that 

Connally in 1967 sabotaged Bobby Kennedy's being a candi

date for vice president by saying to Johnson that the 

Democratic Party would be defeated in Texas: 

If Bobby is on the ticket, I can't be^^^ 
re-elected governor—everybody will lose. 

Three years later Baggarly was still criticizing: 

A year ago Governor Connally virtually spit 
in the face of the Mexican farm workers who wanted 
to see him and he refused. As recent as the 
governor's conference he said, "The Negroes have 
got to w a i t . " . . . (When we insult one color of 
people, we insult ALL colors.) 

Baggarly said that it should be the kiss of death for 

a candidate to insult any group. If elected, he is 

221 
expected to serve all groups. 

A month later Baggarly cited Tommy Thompson of the 

Amarillo Globe-Times on the revelation by the Dallas News 

that Connally had encouraged U.S. Rep. Frank N. Ikard to 

run for governor. 
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Baggarly commented that Connally wanted a successor 

just like himself: 

One whose first love is oil, ranching, gas, 
utilities, big business, and one with the proper 
"philosophy" on how higher education could be 
financed. The "outstanding war record" is thrown 
in for the moron vote. It's like demanding someone 
who stands foursquare for motherhood. 

Next year, our candidate for governor of Texas 
will be the one who puts people above property, who 
puts the people above Southwestern Public Service 
and Texas oil, who gives education for the people, 
on both the lower and higher levels, a higher 
priority than he gives the corporate profits of 
H. L. Hunt. . . .We're tired of sucking the hind 
teat of the Texas economic cow.222 

On Connally's becoming a Republican, Baggarly wrote 

that he wished Johnson were alive to see how "this political 

cur has stabbed in the back the party that has done so 

223 
much for him." Two years later Baggarly called 
Connally a traitor who had walked out on the Democrats 

224 after having used them to serve his interests. 

The editor also censored Connally for omitting Sen. 

Ralph Yarborough from the guest list for the reception 

planned for the presidential party at the Governor's 

Mansion on the day of the JFK assassination. Connally 

had said that there "wasn't enough room to invite every-

225 
body.""̂ "̂ ^ 

Preston Smith 

Preston Smith won the 196 8 primary with Don Yarborough 

coming in second. Smith beat him in the runoff and won the 

general election. Smith also won re-election in 1970. 
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In the spring of 196 8, Baggarly wrote, "As a person 

we have always liked Preston Smith." He had intended 

not to get too involved, he said, because several decent 

men were running. At the same time, he had always felt 

Smith was "ideologically too far to the right." 

Baggarly added: 

What we will be doing editorially and otherwise 
will be to champion the cause of Democracy in Texas. 
We will not be attacking candidates of the moral 
integrity of John Hill or Preston Smith.226 

Baggarly confessed that he had "warm feelings for 

Preston Smith," referring to Smith's being quoted as saying 

he would support the Democratic Party's nominee for 

president. However, when Smith later said he was mis

quoted, Baggarly wrote that Don Yarborough "was the only 

candidate who wouldn't follow the pattern of the past 

thirty years." He said the groups that had promoted the 

227 
pattern were the big business groups. 

A short while later Baggarly predicted: 

Governor Connally, Price Daniel, and Allan 
Shivers will all vote for Smith because he serves 
the same masters they served.228 

Baggarly subsequently wrote that Smith was the first 

Texas governor to cooperate with and show courtesy to 

Sen. Ralph Yarborough by inviting him to his inauguration. 

These actions tilted the balance in Smith's favor. 

Baggarly wrote: 

229 
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We didn't support Preston Smith in the Demo
cratic primary. We probably will support him 
this year . . . because he has treated the 
opposition within his party with respect and 
dignity.-̂ "̂ ^ 

Dolph Briscoe 

Dolph Briscoe won the first primary over Mrs. 

Frances Farenthold, with Ben Barnes running third. 

Briscoe won the runoff primary over Farenthold and won 

the general election. In 1974 Briscoe again beat 

Mrs. Farenthold in the primary and won the general 

election. Briscoe also v/on in 1976. 

Baggarly's attitude toward Mrs. Farenthold at 

first was that a liberal woman had no chance of winning in 

231 Texas at that time. By 19 74 while still feeling Mrs. 

Farenthold couldn't win, Baggarly associated her with 

"Little Business, Education, Farmers, People" instead of 

Big Oil and said her election would cause the appearance 

of 

new faces on numerous state boards and commissions, 
most of which are now dominated by big oil men, big 
ranchers, and other big conservatives. . . . We are 
going to throw away our vote for governor on May 4 
by voting for Sissy Farenthold. We won't win 
. . . but at least we will have the satisfaction of 
knowing tnat we cast our wasted vote once again 
against the conservative establishment, run by Big 
Oil, which gave us Allan Shivers, John Connally, 
and now Dolph Briscoe.2 32 

Of Ben Barnes, Baggarly wrote in 19 71 that he should 

be the choice of the conservative Democrats and Connally's 
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choice for governor in 19 72. He predicted that the 

Sharpstown banking scandal, regardless of what really 

happened, would hurt Preston Smith. ̂"̂"̂  

In the winter of 1972, however, in what Baggarly 

considered a surprise action, he endorsed Ben Barnes. 

The endorsement took the form of a front page editorial 

and said Baggarly was endorsing Ben Barnes: 

Because we believe Ben Barnes has the youth, 
the ambition, the drive and the ability to lead 
Texas most effectively at this hour in history.2 34 

In the same issue Baggarly ran a lengthy item in his 

"Country Editor" column upon Briscoe's controversy with 

the Eagle Pass School District. According to the column, 

Briscoe had sought an injunction to prevent the school 

district from collecting taxes for 196 8 and 19 69, finally 

paying $376,614.71 in 19 71 so the schools could open 

their doors. The legal fees cost the school district 

$169,490.30 and the $14,000 penalty on the 1969 taxes 

was waived. The original value of the suit had been based 

on approximately $400,000. 

Briscoe had petitioned that the school district 

should not tax him so much and should tax: 

Bank deposits, all accounts receivable, tax all 
persons' household goods and tax all manufactured 
goods. 

Briscoe was plaintiff and, Baggarly wrote. 
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The original petition accused the school 
district of illegal acts in re-evaluation of the 
land and personal property for taxing purposes. 

Baggarly asked: 

Do we want a governor of Texas who calls a 
"strike" on his tax obligations and shuts down the 
schools if they do not let him assess his own 
taxes? 

Earlier Baggarly had said that Briscoe had asked the 

voters to give him a chance to "restore integrity to 

235 state government." 

Ralph Yarborough 

Yarborough ran against Allan Shivers for governor 

twice and lost. He ran against Daniel once for governor 

and lost but was elected in a special election to fill 

Daniel's U.S. Senate seat when Daniel resigned to become 

governor. Yarborough began serving as senator in April 

1957, was re-elected to the Senate in 1964, but defeated 

in 1970. 

While Baggarly sometimes began by supporting a 

candidate and later reversing himself, he endorsed Ralph 

Yarborough consistently from 1954 throughout his politi

cal career. Baggarly often criticized other public 

officials who, he felt, did not give Yarborough enough 

respect. Serving as unofficial campaign manager for 

Yarborough, Baggarly gave him more support than he gave 
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any other candidate. Unlike his treatment of other 

politicians, Baggarly never found fault with Yarborough. 

There were many reasons Baggarly liked Yarborough. 

As an assistant attorney general of Texas, Yarborough 

had prepared the first opinion on Texas' right to the 

submerged tidelands, "advising the Land Commissioner of 

Texas to issue oil and gas leases" on them as a part of 

2 36 
Texas. Yet Yarborough was not the gas and oil industry's 

minion. He was for the little people, the taxpayers. ̂ "̂̂  

2 38 
He was also a friend of the farmer. 

Baggarly first endorsed Yarborough for governor 

because of his "honesty and integrity" and because 

Baggarly felt Yarborough could restore the state to its 

"rightful place as a power in the National Democratic 

239 
Party." As already mentioned, Baggarly endorsed him 

again because he felt Yarborough was a better man than 

Daniel. Finally, Baggarly announced that his test of any 

gubernatorial nominee would be treatment of Ralph 

Yarborough, that he would support no one who had the 

intention of bringing Yarborough down. 

Baggarly enumerated what he considered snubs to 

Yarborough. Among them were failures of Texas Democratic 

240 
conventions to name him as delegate to the Los Angeles 

241 
convention nor was a follower. Yarborough was 

excluded from Connally's guest list for the intended 
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presidential party the day JFK was killed.^^^ ^^^ 

telegram regretting that he could not attend the Ralph 

Wayne Appreciation Dinner at Plainview was ignored,^^^ 

although many others were acknowledged. On the 

national level, Lyndon Johnson had not always treated 

Yarborough with the respect Baggarly considered due 

him.244 

Yet Yarborough was the third Texan to serve on the 

Appropriations Committee. He was petitioned to become 

a serious candidate for the vice-presidential nomination 

and a favorite son candidate from Texas by the executive 

committee of the 7th Congressional District of the 

California Democratic Council. 

Baggarly blamed other politicians for utilizing 

smear tactics against Yarborough. Shivers, he said, 

linked both Yarborough and Johnson "with the communists, 

246 the pinkos and the radicals." Furthermore, Shivers 

charged both were controlled by Northern radicals and 

247 
labor bosses. Baggarly attributed "the most unfair 

incident of the entire campaign" when Yarborough was 

running against Sen. Price Daniel for the governor's 

office to Daniel's final telecast. On the evening before 

the runoff election, a man appeared on the telecast 

testifying that Yarborough had accepted a check from 

Walter Reuther, the labor leader. 
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Baggarly named as his one flaw the inability of 

Yarborough to communicate well with the voters. The 

editor blamed this upon Yarborough's lack of funds to 

hire public relations consultants. 

Yarborough gave Baggarly credit for having the 

greatest influence for his candidacy in the Panhandle 
249 counties. 

Baggarly considered Yarborough a true friend of the 
^ 250 ^ 

rarmer. On one occasion he told of Senator Yarborough's 

being on a committee to investigate the gap between farm 

income and expenses. He secured evidence that "farm 

income was not responsible for the high cost of living 

and that the farmer was not getting his share of the 

dollar," Baggarly said, but also said that the nature of 

the report was discovered and those in power dissolved the 
251 committee and appointed a new one. Despite Yarborough's 

support for the farmer, however, Baggarly blamed Yarborough's 

defeat in his last senatorial campaign on lack of support 

252 by farm counties. 

Before the 1970 election he wrote: 

There are many reasons why Ralph Yarborough is 
preferable to either of the Gold Dust twins, George 
Bush and Lloyd Bentsen. . . . Yarborough is a man of 
principle.253 
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Lloyd Bentsen 

Baggarly said that Bentsen was not the choice of 

Democrats but of Republicans and American party members 

who voted in Democratic primaries. He said: 

Since the primary made a mockery of honest 
principles, this leaves the Democrat who voted in 
good faith relieved of the pledge to support the 
nominee. 

He admonished voters to go to the polls and to write 

254 m Ralph Yarborough or not to vote for a U.S. senator. 

Several years later Baggarly charged Sen. Lloyd 

Bentsen with being backed by business. Baggarly said 

Bentsen reportedly received contributions from Gulf Oil, 

Armco Steel, Braniff International Airways. Baggarly 

also said that Bentsen's advisor, Ben Love, was chairman 

255 
of the Texas Commercial Bank. 

Election of 1978 

Without much discussion of candidates, Baggarly 

announced support for Warren Harding for State Treasurer 

and supported the following: 

John Hill for Governor; Bill Hobby for Lt. Gov.; 
Joe Christie for U.S. Senator; Price Daniel Jr. for 
Attorney General; Joe Hubenak for Commissioner of 
Agriculture; John Thomas Henderson for Railroad 
Commissioner; Ray Lemmon for Railroad Commissioner; 
Franklin Spears for Supreme Court; Jim Vollers for 
Criminal Appeals; Robert M. Campbell, Supreme Court; 
Marvin Odell Teague for Criminal Appeals.256 
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On the eve of the election, however, Baggarly changed 

his mind on the Railroad Commissioners' race, endorsing 

Jake Johnson for the unexpired term, along with John 
257 

Henderson. 



CHAPTER V 

CITIZEN BAGGARLY, EDITOR AND MAN 

"A good town citizen is a booster . . . one who 

does everything in his power to make the town better," 

Baggarly wrote in the middle fifties. ̂ ^^ During that 

time his main concern was local government. 

"A person who hasn't served as a city official has 

no concept of what it means to have a newspaper behind the 

259 
government," said John Brown, mayor from 1954-1966. 

Baggarly had favored the city management plan, whose 

adoption had drawn opposition primarily from incumbents of 

the old mayor-commissioner form of government, which 

2 60 
Baggarly described as a "do nothing, pass the buck" type." 

Baggarly gave the proposed plan much publicity in 

columns and editorials. Brown, the first mayor of the 

new type of government, said that Baggarly backed the 

council 100 percent. He also gave free advertisements for 

w ^ • 261 
bond issues. 

"We inherited their friends as well as their 

enemies," Baggarly later commented of the council. He 

attended all meetings, was asked for opinions, and always 

79 
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tried to convey to his readers what the city government 

262 
was trying to do. 

In an editorial entitled "Flowers for the Council," 

Baggarly complimented the city-meuiager-aldermanic form 

of government on its three years in office. Major 

accomplishments included establishing a police department, 

expanding the power plant, enacting a building code, 

providing for more water, widening streets, and 

26 3 
installing street lights. 

Although Baggarly's emphasis shifted to national 

and state politics in the sixties, he continued to 

support the local government and concern himself with 

issues of area interest. Among local projects he has 

advocated were paving streets, expanding the power plant 

again,2^^ keeping the electric company under city owner

ship, ̂ ^^ attracting industry, and reforming the 

26 8 
collection of taxes to unite school and city offices. 

Baggarly termed the failure of the Texas Water Plan 

amendment in 1969 a tragedy^^^ and urged adoption of the 

Mackenzie project providing for a dam on Tule Creek in 

270 
Briscoe County to create a reservoir lake. The plan, 

directed by the MacKenzie Mimicipal Water Authority, 

would provide water transmission pipelines to Tulia, 

271 
Lockney, Silverton, and Floydada. 
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The plan had been rejected two years earlier because 

"the ballot called for the entire project, including 

transmission lines to the four cities to be built 

immediately and water use to begin as soon as the project 

272 
was completed." in addition, both Tulia and Floydada 

had sufficient underground water. ̂ "̂ ^ 

On September 6, 1969, however, the plan was approved 

in a landslide vote. A 180-foot dam was built with a 

maximum depth of 150 feet, with 3,65 7,000 cubic yards in 

274 
embankment, but it has been used for recreational 

275 
purposes only. 

In August 1978 the Tulia City Council "approved 

the recommendation of the MacKenzie Municipal Water 

Authority to endorse an application for a grant from the 

Economic Development Administration for 75 percent of the 

cost of a filtration plant and an application to the 

Farmers Home Administration for a loan of 50 percent of 

2 76 
the cost of water transmission lines." 

Editor Baggarly, treating the situation today merely 

as news, has pointed out both the need for water and the 

expected increase in city water costs with the plan's 

^ 277 enactment. 

Despite his interest in local affairs, Baggarly has 

never become directly involved in political races at the 

city or county level. 
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He has through the years defined his newspaper's 

policy and explained its problems. From time to time he 

has also occasionally become involved in personal 

crusades. These last were sometimes the outgrowths of 

the paper's politics and sometimes of Baggarly's personal 

convictions. 

Maintaining a newspaper has a job and a duty, 

Baggarly wrote, "A newspaper is like a preacher."^^^ 

In 1957, two years later, referring to the situation of a 

young principal fired by the Tulia School Board without 

being given a reason, Baggarly wrote, "No newspaper worth 

its salt is going to sit by and see a man crucified 
279 unjustly. "^'^ 

"The role of a newspaper must not be violated by an 

editor's desire to be popular with people of the 

community," Baggarly explained, assuming his first role of 

teacher: 

The editor's job is sometimes a lonely one if he 
lives up to his responsibilities. 

So when we point out something that may step on 
someone's toes, it is not intended as a person 
attack made in the heat of anger but to point out a 
principle, to teach a lesson.2 80 

This explanation was given approximately one month 

before Baggarly began a crusade defending Dr. Fred Richards 

against a charge of narcotics violation. 
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During the same crusade, Baggarly received a phone 

call from a lady suggesting she was sure he had had no 

intention of publishing in "your damned old paper" the 

names of prominent persons involved in a news story last 

week. Baggarly replied: 

We are happy to discuss any issues with any 
person at almost any time regardless of their 
complaints, questions, or difference of opinion on 
any subject . . . provided they are ladies or 
gentlemen and not bitches or their sons. 

The first requirement for conversation is that 
we know to whom we are speaking. 

Perhaps we are somewhat abnormal, but we have 
not the slightest desire to destroy people, not 
even when they are guilty of wrong doing. . . .281 

A month earlier Baggarly had written: 

One policy we follow as publisher of this news
paper is to recognize no holy cows. 

When we find it necessary to criticize . . . , 
we don't do it out of a spirit of vindictiveness. 
. . . We deal only with issues and principles, seldom 
with personalities unless it is unavoidable.2 82 

Baggarly followed his remarks by enumerating some of 

the people and issues he had already challenged: 

As good a friend as we have in Tulia, we believe, 
is Harvey Milner. Yet, when he was president of the 
school board we differed with him and said so through 
these columns. In fact the exchange grew rather 
bitter and heated at times. 

During the 1960 Presidential campaign we clashed 
head-on with the pastor of the First Baptist Church 
of Tulia. And we've clashed with the Church of 
Christ and the Catholics. 

We tangled with the Methodists over too many 
Tulia teachers living out of town and commuting to 
their jobs. 

We've tangled with the city government and the 
county government when we thought they were in the 
wrong . . . also the hospital board.2 83 
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Of the local crusades that Baggarly has conducted 

during the last twenty-five years, he considers three of 

particular importance. 

The first involved the firing with no explanation of 

a high school principal, Sam Bryan (p. 81). Believing 

that the truth would come out if the situation was aired, 

Baggarly attacked the school board for its "secretive, 

McCarthy-like manner." The outcome was the hiring of Bryan 

as Happy's superintendent.^^^ 

"A head man told us 15 years ago that the reason 

they hired a fired Tulia principal to head the school 

system . . . was the truth that came out of our hell 

raising," Baggarly wrote.^^^ 

Bryan said, "Baggarly came to my rescue. I was 

invited to apply for the job." Bryan, still Happy's 

superintendent, has held that position since 1955. 

Because he felt the publicity removed the "shadow" 

cast over the principal's character, Baggarly felt the 

crusade was justified. He reminded his readers that he 

had given the school board two years of hell about Bryan 

at the time he became involved with the hospital board's 

2 87 
actions and the doctors' feud. 

Central to the dissatisfaction with the hospital 

board felt by some Tulia citizens and Baggarly was the 

hospital board's "giving away" for private use county 
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owned land intended for hospital expansion. Swisher 

Memorial Hospital District had granted to L. S. Foreman 

a tract of land 100 x 150 feet for $10 "and other good 

and valuable considerations." The tract, adjacent to 

Swisher Memorial Hospital, was conveyed by warranty deed 

filed May 12, 1971.^^^ 

Dr. Foreman left the Tulia Clinic, where he had been 

in practice with Dr. Fred Richards, and built his own 

clinic on the plot bought from the hospital district. 

Directly related to Baggarly's crusade also was the 

dissension between the two former partners and the arrest 

and indictment of one, along with a druggist. These two 

men, Richards and Dean Heard, pharmacist, were charged 

with obtaining a controlled substance in violation of the 

federal drug law and of failing to maintain proper 

receiving and sales records, respectively. 

In a front page editorial Baggarly expressed complete 

confidence in the integrity of the two and deplored 

judging based on idle gossip, rumor, misinformation, and 

malice. 

In his column Baggarly wrote that he knew what the 

two men were capable and incapable of doing: 

We know they are incapable of violating the 
spirit of ANY law . . . And v/e'd bet our ticket to 
heaven that neither of these men is guilty of 
violating any technicality of the law, if they have, 
that every doctor who ever drew a breath of life 
hasn't violated many times.2 89 



86 

About the same time Baggarly implied in an editorial 

that the narcotics raid that resulted in the indictment 

was made at the instigation of Richards' former partner. 

Dr. L. S. Foreman. The editor was much concerned that 

"irreparable damage has been done to these professional 

men," regardless of the case's outcome.^^^ 

He charged the hospital with being run unethically 

and unprofessionally, and said it was in for a year or 

two of "unadultered HELL (sic) in its future" if the 

hospital board did not get the original situation 

straightened out. If it did not, "don't ever believe this 

stinking local medical mess isn't going to be aired from A 

to Z and with names," he wrote. He added, "It so happens 

that we are a taxpayer, have a newspaper, and the most 

291 influential people in Swisher County behind us." 

Baggarly continued in this vein and defended Richards, his 

personal physician and friend, until Baggarly was hospitalized 

as a result of a stroke. 

Both Richards and Heard were exonerated, but both 

Richards and Foreman declined to comment for publication. 

One author of a letter printed in the paper expressed the 

opinion that Baggarly's publicity helped both Richards and 

A 292 Heard. 

The third crusade took place in 1974 and involved 

the police, whom Baggarly thought were spending too much 
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time giving tickets for traffic violations and too little 

2 93 
time investigating burglaries. He was also concerned 

that ticketing was driving away shoppers from Tulia.^^^ 

Although the crusade lasted some months, it brought 

about no changes in policy or staff positions, according 

to police chief Weldon Smith. 

Apart from promoting local projects for Tulia and 

conducting local crusades, Baggarly has attacked with 

some regularity the Panhandle papers of Amarillo, Lubbock 

and Canyon. The John Birch Society and J. Evetts Haley 

have also been castigated. 

Of the Amarillo papers, Baggarly has concentrated on 

the Amarillo Daily News, one of his chief complaints being 

its criticism of the Democrats. He has also charged it 

with slanted headlines. Although Prof. Eugene Jones, 

editor of both books of Baggarly's collected editorials, 

set 195 4 as the height of Baggarly's battle with Wes 

296 

Izzard, the Daily News' present editor, Baggarly con

tinues to rail at Izzard. Professing respect for Izzard 

297 
as a journalist, Baggarly dislikes his philosophy and 

has sometimes linked his name with that of the John 

2 9 8 
Birchers, because he is conservative. 

In Baggarly's view, the Lubbock Avalanche Journal 

feels the Democrats can do nothing right and the 

299 
Republicans nothing wrong. In recent years he has 

called the paper an "ultra conservative, John Birch type" 
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of newspaper and the "biggest liar in Texas."^°° He accused 

the Avalanche Journal of doing as good a job of exonerating 
... 301 
Nixon as any. Baggarly claimed that the newspaper 

reached a new depth in the cesspool during the Kennedy 

era, assailing Kennedy. "̂ ^̂  

Baggarly has attacked the publishers of the Canyon 

News for the same reasons and along the same lines of 

political philosophy as he has the other newspapers. He 

and the late publisher, Clyde Warwick, battled it out 

weekly in their columns but really were good friends.^^^ 

In a similar manner, Troy Martin, the present editor-

publisher, and Baggarly, continued the battle for a number 

of years. Now, however, Martin—who considers Baggarly 

more of a columnist than an editor—no longer answers 

-. I ,- 304 Baggarly's charges. 

His fourth target, the John Birch Society, Baggarly 

has defined as: 

A right wing hate group of at least 1,000 hate 
organizations dedicated to hate Kennedy, the 
Supreme Court, the educational system. National 
Council of Churches, and the U.S. among others.-^^5 

Baggarly maintains that this society reached its 

greatest influence under the Kennedy administration and 

consists of the remnants of the discredited McCarthyites, 

who "continued some of the more radical notions and added 

,.306 a few new ones. 
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Baggarly contended that the Birchers believed 

Communists had "secretly infiltrated almost every social, 

religious, educational, fraternal, political or economic 

organization," and even had the name of The Country Editor 

on their list of suspects. The typical Birchers believed 

307 in pressure and threats, he wrote. 

In an editorial headed "John Birch Society Not the 

Answer" Baggarly wrote that the paper has been warning 

readers for years against extremism. In "The Country 

Editor" column, he suggested readers encourage regional 

308 
daily editors to openly report the John-Birch activities. 

Baggarly's fifth target continues to be J. Evetts 

Haley. While Baggarly's remarks about Haley are scathing, 

his most lengthly denouncement occurred in 1957. 

Haley, a Shivers' appointee on the Texas Tech board 

of regents and "one of Texas' most noted political crack

pots" was blamed in part for the firing of two Texas Tech 

professors: Dr. Bryon Robert Abernathy and Dr. Herbert 

Marvin Greenberg. "̂^ Denouncing the actions of the Texas 

Tech regents as "diabolical," Baggarly commented that it 

was a sad occasion when college educators were "not allowed 

to teach truth, exercise freedom to publish research 

findings." College professors, he said, have only 
^ ..310 

"professional reputation and character as assets. 

Baggarly admitted not having read A Texan Looks at 

Lyndon, but had heard it was "full of distortions, errors 
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311 
and falsehoods." On the other hand, J. Evetts Haley feels 

he has been a target of "Baggarly's animosity" because 

Haley is "a conservative who is somewhat effective," 

312 one who is "getting something done." 

Although not a target, Billy Graham has reaped 

infrequent criticism. 

In 1964 Baggarly indicated that he was disgusted 

because Graham seemed about to go off on a political 

tangent. He disliked it when Graham boosted Price Daniel 

313 or made "snide remarks about Kennedy." 

Later that year Baggarly complained that Graham had 

permitted his supporters to get by with "inuendoes" that 

314 he was supporting Goldwater. 

Later on, Baggarly was uneasy about Graham's friend

ship with Nixon. In regard to Graham's comment in Dallas 

at a Southern Baptist Convention that "there's a little 

V7atergate in all of us," Baggarly wrote: 

There is also murder in all of us. . . . I 
thought the job of the clergy was to help us resist 
these evils, to reinforce our dedication to honesty, 
integrity and right living. It seems to me that the 
Rev. Billy is letting his friendship with Mr. Nixon 
get in his way to his duties to Jesus Christ.315 

While Baggarly still admires Graham as an evangelist, 

he feels strongly that Graham should not use his influence 

. . -. ^ 3 1 6 for political ends. 
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While the editor is an idealist, as well as a 

practical businessman, he is fully cognizant of the power 

of the press. Speaking for all newspapers, he said: 

We hold in contempt the intelligence of any 
public official who comes to town and deliberately 
thumbs his nose at the newspaper. . . . Anyone who 
needs the support of the public, who may find it 
necessary to explain his side of the problem to 
the community, who may need to be bailed out of a 
hole . . . the first place we would stop when we 
hit town would be the newspaper. 

There are just too many times when a newspaper 
can save or wreck the tenure of a public official. 

We were courted by Lyndon Johnson almost up to 
the time he left Washington. We weren't so naive 
as to believe the President wasn't just keeping up 
his political fences when he heard the pastor of 
the National Christian Church of Washington say of 
tiie Herald from the pulpit, "Its editorials have 
more insight into world problems than half the 
people we know and they should be seen in the dailies 
of big circulation," then write us a letter telling 
us what he had heard. 

Citing the occasion upon which Vice-President Johnson 

wrote him about hearing a senator from another state read 

an editorial from The Herald to the Senate, Baggarly 

commented that "the President and Vice President of the 

317 
United States saw the value of courting the press. 

On both the local and state levels Baggarly has found 

freedom of the press sometimes inconvenient and costly. 

While he has never been sued, a number of local 

advertisers have threatened to withhold their advertising. 

Other individuals have demanded retractions. 

"We have never made one," Baggarly said. "We have 

corrected typographical errors, misspelling, and figures. 
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But the relationship with readers is almost like the 

relationship between a teacher and child, a mischievous 

child who will challenge. Readership is like that. We 

can't back down."̂ "''̂  

Press freedom has been more costly on the state level. 

Mentioning that he had not supported John Connally, Allan 

Shivers, Price Daniel or Preston Smith in the primary 

elections but had in the general elections, Baggarly said 

they seemed to take a "fiendish delight in blackballing us 

when they had the opportunity, in depriving this paper of 

constitutional amendment publication which is a significant 

319 source of revenue for a weekly paper." 

Early in his career, however, when state publications 

had gone to other Swisher County weeklies, Baggarly declared 

gaining those publications was too high a price for a 

32 0 muzzled press. He felt the governors lacked acumen, 

however. Had they given The Herald the publications, he 

wrote: 

It is possible we might have felt obligated to 
them . . . and encouraged to have supported them 
for a second term. At least, we would have been 
defanged or perhaps neutralized. 

As a result of their snubs, we were more 
violently opposed to them the second time than the 
first . . . and usually they lost Swisher County 
by a bigger majority the second time than they did 
the first. 

Baggarly the crusader is an enigma, however, even to 

himself. "I don't know why I do what I do," he says. 
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He feels he would normally be the last person on 

earth to seek out issues. When he has been through a 

fight, he tells himself he can never let himself get 

involved again. But he doesn't like to see people pushed 

322 

around and he believes in fighting for principles. 

There are two H. M. Baggarlys, however. The "real" 

H. M. is quite different from the "other H. M. who writes 

in and out of the columns," said Don Crocker, who has 

known Baggarly for forty years. Baggarly, who was a family 

friend and Crocker's Sunday School as well as high school 

teacher, supported Crocker's efforts as chamber of 

commerce director in the same way he had Brown's as mayor. 

Additionally, Crocker worked as The Herald's advertising 

manager for eight years. "We never had a cross word," 

Crocker said. 

He characterizes Baggarly in his everyday run-of-

the-mill living as being more of the timid, shy type. 
He said: 

Deep in his own thoughts, you could pass him on 
the sidewalk and . . . he not only would not speak 
. . . he would not know you are there. He does not 
like the sight of blood, cannot stand to see an 
animal hurt, nor a human in pain. He is moody, can't 
stand holidays of any type. . . . He works most 
holidays and would like for everyone else to do the 
same. If there is a real problem at the paper that 
he doesn't know quite how to solve he will do one 
of two things: get in his car and "ride-it-out" 
in any and every direction or go to his home and go 
to bed. 



94 

H. M. either likes someone or he does not. 
H. M. loves clothes and good food, loves sweets 

and has been known to eat a half a box of chocolates 
at one sitting. He has always liked to drive a 
good car and has been a Buick man for years. He 
has a nervous stomach and has eaten a truck load 
of Turns during the past twenty-five years. 

Baggarly has an extensive vocabulary and throws 

"fear into any and all who differ with him on any given 

subject," Crocker said. 

He added that Baggarly is one of the top men 

a person must see and pass the "unwritten test" to get 

32 3 
something done. 

From people close to him a picture emerges of 

Baggarly as a very generous man, both with his money and 

himself. His niece Frances Flaherty told of Baggarly's 

giving her and her husband a carpet, television set, 

divan and chair after a fire, cautioning the furniture 

dealer not to mention his name. On two occasions he also 

took in young people: a young married couple whose family 

disapproved of their marriage and a young man who had been 

in a reformatory. He has also donated dozens of Bibles 

324 
to prison. 

Baggarly's minister, the Reverend Murray Travis, said 

Baggarly was very generous with the Presbyterian Church 

and that he could "probably not put together all the things 

he has done for people." He recalled Baggarly's playing 

325 
the piano for another musician who was critically ill. 
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The late Mrs. Fowler Rogers described Baggarly as 

very talented and very beloved. She said that after the 

death of one of her daughters that Baggarly treated her 

husband Rex and her like parents. After Rex Rogers 

suffered a stroke, Baggarly took him to the doctor. 

He bought poinsettias for Mrs. Rogers at Christmas and 

lilies at Easter and often dropped by with hot food he 

thought the Rogers would enjoy. He would relax, take off 

32 6 his coat, sit in her husband's wheelchair and rock. 

Former Tulia mayor John Brown described him as a 

man of great loyalty, a consistent man, who never neglected 

327 anything pertaining to the local community. 

Others described him as a "man of strong integrity" 

32 8 and also a "man of strong feeling." He is also a man 

329 of compassion and great sensitivity. One friend felt 

that his keen insight into human motivation contributed 

^ v.- A - ^ 330 
to his success as an editor. 

331 Baggarly has a phenomenal memory, Mrs. Louise Day 

said. He is also very versatile. Tommy Thompson, former 

Amarillo Globe News editor, recalling an occasion upon 

which he spoke to Baggarly's service club, said that 

Baggarly made the announcements, played the piano, led the 

332 
singing, and introduced Thompson without notes. 

Baggarly has no hobbies not connected with his work 

except for music, which he has always enjoyed. He plays 
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both the piano and organ with almost professional skill 

and performs for everything from fashion shows to funerals. 

He has been the pianist at the Kiwanis Club for many 

years and at one time was organist for two churches at 
333 once. 

In connection with his work, his niece said, "You 

never saw so many books and magazines as he has in his 

room." She commented that scattered among them were 

peanut shells and recalled what Baggarly's mother had said 

about him: "If a man doesn't have but one fault, I'm 

not going to complain any more about his not picking up 

his clothes. "̂ -̂ 4 

His niece thinks of her uncle not as an uncle "but 

as a person intelligent, knowledgeable, possessed of 

335 common sense, wrapped up in a unique man. 

One other early interest—theology—usually dominates 

Baggarly's "Thoughts for Thursday column." 

"It is obvious from his many expressions in his 

writing that he is taking religion seriously in regard 

to life," the Reverend Murray Travis said, describing 

336 
Baggarly's theology as orthodox. 

"I knew he was a good man before I ever met him," 

337 
Genelle Jordan said, referring to the column. 

Baggarly himself declared that he had always been a 

religious conservative, defending the Scriptures as being 
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infallible and authoritative. While he believed all 

Christians had much common ground if they accepted the 

Apostles' Creed or Westminister Confession of Faith, he 

felt Christians shouldn't compromise on basic doctrines.^^^ 

Whether he is orthodox or conservative, however, the 

fact remains that the column is primarily devoted to 

Biblical quotations and ideas of a religious nature. 

One of Baggarly's concerns at both "Thoughts for 

Thursday's" beginning and at present has been the Adamic 

nature of man. Enumerating crimes committed by youth, he 

recently wrote that the children are born with their evil 

ideas because they have "a bit of Adam in the soul . . . 

and all this needs is a fertile bed and a favorable climate," 

339 the latter often being provided by parental example. 

Other ideas that Baggarly has expressed in the 

column from time to time do reinforce the idea that an 

editor is like a preacher—at least with this particular 

editor. 

To Baggarly, "lack of love for our fellowman" is a 

340 
major cause of world strife. "A large percentage of 

problems are manmade by the sins of omission or 

341 commission." "Indifference to those outside of our own 

342 
circle is considered a besetting sin by God." 

"Probably the greatest problem this old world has is group 

hatred. ""̂ -̂̂  
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While religion dominates "Thoughts for Thursday," it 

is apt to crop up from time to time in "The Country 

Editor" column and has occasionally appeared in editorials. 

Who and what then is this editor who is both gentle 

and tough? How does one reconcile one H. M. Baggarly with 

the other? 

To the Reverend Baldwin J. Stribling whose Canyon 

First Presbyterian services Baggarly has occasionally 

attended and who reads The Herald, Baggarly is simply a 

throwback to the social gospel, whose believers practiced 

witnessing. "To him politics and other things aren't 

344 compartmentalized," he said. 

Regardless of whether one agrees with him, Baggarly 

is held in great affection in some quarters. Among his 

friends who showed consideration and concern when his 

stroke was followed by a heart attack and then another 

stroke were banker Marvin Carlile, who insisted that 

Baggarly's niece spare no expense for Baggarly's needs; 

Gloria and Ken White of Clovis, New Mexico, who placed a 

private plane and two pilots at Mrs. Flaherty's disposal 

and called daily to inquire about him; and the late Dan 

Blocker, who wrote to her a month before his death. 

Dan Blocker wrote: 

I wish there was something that I could do and 
if there is, please do not hesitate to call upon me. 
H. M.'s courage in the public interest has for years 
been an inspiring condition in my life. 
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He closed with wishes for a quick recovery. ̂"̂ ^ 

Obviously H. M. Baggarly has inspired strong 

emotions in many. "People either love H. M. or they hate 

him" the Reverend Robert T. Metzger, pastor of the Oakwood 

United Methodist Church in Lubbock, said. Reverend 

Metzger, who was called to the Lubbock church in 1976 from 

San Jacinto, was pastor of the First United Methodist 

Church of Tulia 1959-1962. He and Baggarly both belonged 

to the Kiwanis Club."̂ ^̂  

"Letters to the Editor" have at various times 

reflected some of the readers' assessments, not always 

favorable. 

Referring to the civil rights issue, one man wrote: 

I can truly say that it is a shame to our way of 
life that one individual is allowed to use as force
ful a tool as his newspaper to warp, twist, and even 
demolish a person's individual thinking process.347 

Another letter, written after his hospitalization, 

expressed great admiration: 

What community of 5,000 citizens can boast one 
of their number has known on a personal basis 
presidents of the United States, has been acclaimed 
by senators and congressmen and has been invited 
to speak before numerous groups of important indi
viduals? . . . Mr. Baggarly is two separate 
personalities: Newspaperman well organized, to the 
point, sometimes praising, sometimes attacking, 
but "an 180 percent from the newspaperman," 
Baggarly is a "gifted musician and a man involved 
in many worthwhile activities outside his trade.348 

The writer further described Baggarly as a 

compassionate friend, a generous man and a gentleman, a 
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sometimes moody or impatient man, but a Christian possessed 

of delightful humor. "̂ ^̂  

Another reader expressed appreciation for Baggarly's 

writing about state and governmental affairs. "It is 

through concerned citizens like yourself that we continue 

to live in a free country," he said.^^° 

At the beginning of the doctors' feud, Baggarly was 

taken to task for using "crudely expressed opinions." 

He replied: 

In my opinion calling a gossiping and lying 
woman a "bitch" is far less a moral slip than 
calling a good and moral man a "dope addict" and 
in other ways assassinating his character.351 

While friends, associates, and even editors who have 

sometimes been his targets have been generous in praise, 

other people don't want to "stir him up." One person in 

public life said, "So far he's left us alone and we want 

to keep it away." 

Although people who have been involved in alter

cations with Baggarly or have been crusaded against will 

talk freely off the record, few want to feel Baggarly's 

editorial wrath. Complaints ranged from his being too 

preoccupied with national politics to give enough attention 

to local affairs, to using the newspaper to conduct 

private vendettas. One individual even said the community 

would be better off without him. 
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On the other hand, Mrs. Beatrice Zeeck thinks that 

probably Tulia is such a well-run town because people do 

fear being blasted. Mrs. Zeeck, associate director of 

Texas Tech University News and Publications, was in 

charge of The Herald for six weeks in the 1950s when 

Baggarly took his world trip. She lived in the Tulia 

area for eight years and thinks Tulia citizens probably 

know more about freedom of the press than those of any 

other community its size. 

In the meantime, Baggarly and The Herald continue to 

make news. Within the last two years the Texas Monthly 

named The Tulia Herald the "Best Weekly Newspaper in 

353 
Texas." As a result of this KMCC-TV of Lubbock filmed 

a story on the paper. A year later the sports editor of 

the Amarillo Globe News wrote he wished he were "important 

354 enough for H. M. Baggarly to write about." 

In December 1977 Baggarly wrote: 

Perhaps the most valuable Christmas present we 
received was a copy of a letter which the District 
Governor of Rotary International, C. A. (Neal) 
Pickett of Diboll wrote to the White House. 

Baggarly said Picket complimented the decision to 

have Baggarly attend a White House briefing and said: 

Mr. Baggarly is one of the most respected and 
admired Editors (sic) in the Nation (sic) today— 
and is an intellectual giant. 

Pickett offered to subscribe to The Herald for 

• ̂  ^ ^ .̂  355 President Carter. 
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Lyndell Williams, executive vice-president of the 

Texas Press Association, commends Baggarly highly: 

H. M, Baggarly is a longtime and brilliant 
publisher of the Tulia Herald, which is a very 
influential newspaper among community newspapers 
in this state. He is a knowledgeable publisher 
and a very interesting columnist. He is a fearless 
protector of press freedom, and has contributed 
greatly to the progress of newspapering in the 
Southwest.256 

A decade ago, Thorpe Menn of the Kansas City Star 

in his review of The Texas Country Editor implied he 

thought Baggarly was out of step with the sixties. He 

said, however: 

H. M. Baggarly is a strong-spoken man, a Texas 
patriot, though often most un-Texas in outlook. He 
is a. Billy Graham type radical and writes from a 
sometimes self-righteous posture . . . nevertheless, 
I applaud Mr. Baggarly and what he is doing.-357 

J. Evetts Haley, however, said: 

I think he is an out-and-out scoundrel, without 
any principle, and would do anything to promote the 
socialist cause. 

Haley considers Baggarly a "man of mediocre ability 

who has a following among socialists and radicals": 

He said: 

It's incredible that a man will take a stand so 
destructive of American principles and form of 
government and be tolerated and ^^^^^^f ̂^^^f 5^8 
from a community of good people such as Tulia. 

One must agree with the Reverend Robert Metzger that 

"people either love him or hate him." However, Baggarly is 

regarded with respect by many. He and his newspaper, 

nationally known, have put Tulia on the map. 
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"He is probably the most powerful political editor 

in Texas," Tommy Thompson said. Not only does Baggarly 

control his area voters, "he is one of the last of the 

powerhouse editors—one of the last of a vanishing 

breed."^^° 



CHAPTER VI 

CONCLUSION 

There is a certain amount of awe elicited by a 

person connected with Presidents. Yet the Country Editor's 

self-effacing manner soon puts one at ease. 

On the surface H. M. Baggarly appears at first to 

fit the role he has chosen. His gentle, unassuming 

attitude belies the sophisticated editor. 

Only through the pictures of notables, awards, and 

letters that cover the walls of The Tulia Herald's office 

and through the pages of The Herald is one reminded that 

here is a man who is no "country editor" at all. Yet again 

through his columns one is made aware of his power, 

accomplishments, and great intelligence. 

In person, Baggarly's soft voice and gentle manner 

almost make one forget that his caustic prose has struck 

terror into "any and all who differ with him on any given 

subject, ""̂ ^̂  that his insight into national affairs has 

caused Presidents to telephone. Possibly, too, his caustic 

remarks on state issues have caused Texas politicians to 

reconsider their ways. 

104 
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Through "Thoughts for Thursday" one is reminded 

weekly of Baggarly's deep Christianity, and through the 

"Country Editor" column and editorials one is enlightened 

not just on major news cind political issues, but on the 

man himself. 

Baggarly, the man, is patient, helpful, generous. 

From his friends one has the impression of a rather shy 

man, compassionate, perhaps a little lonely: One who took 

an interest in prisoners, gave a home to young people, and 

expressed deep appreciation for a little copper tombstone 

36 3 
for his dog. Muffin Baggarly. 

Both Baggarlys, editor and man, have been a challenge 

to know. It has been a unique experience this writer 

would not have cared to miss. 
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