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Mexican-Amcricans, tre GCJJ, and Bexar County 
Politics 

Mexican-Amei-iCci.Ms, roTitioa:i Access, and the 
Dem.ocx?. t.ic Partv * n -S' Anto>̂ i.o 



v 

tlj.G ]3emooratTo l a rtj i - iexican-Anericai io a;i; 
O r g a n i z a t i o n i n San Anhonio 

The R e p n b l i c a n Pa i ' ty , L;oxio?5n-..roriCc-ns, avd 
P o l i t i . c a l .Cccess i n Con Antonio 

î-iexican~A[r:C icc..n T n c l u s i o n i n t h e Gove:':'nxents 
of San Antoni.o ancl iTe.xar Goxnty 

Suraríicary 

V . 00NGLU3TC ' i ' i O 

\ 
Tole and The Goncept of P o l i t i c a l 

Mex ican- / jne r i cans 
The Concept of P o l i t i c a l í i e t t i n g and 

Mexican-Arnericans 
P o l i t i c a l Role and t h e G u l t u r a l Lach_x 

Mexican-Americans i n South Te.xas 
P o l i t i c a l Role a.nd t h e Soci .o-eccnomic 

f ound of 

262 

Gonditions of Mexican-Americí m San A ntO-'iio 
s h i p P o l i t i c a l Role and Kexican-Amierican Leade; 

and Groups i n San Aiitonio 
- P o l i t i c a l Role and Mexican-Araerican Vot ing 
Patterns in San Antonio 

Political Role and Mexican-American Political 
Access in San Antonio 

Political IRole, Political Setting, and Mexican-
Americans in San Antonio 

APPENDIX ii. 290 

BIBLIOGRA.P Y 293 



f 

LIST OF TABLES " 

Table Page 

1, Illiteracy and Death Rates in Texas Gounties, 
1930 59 

2, Death Rates in the Five Largest Cities of Texas 

in 1930 60 

3, Infant Mortality in San Antonio Selected Years 65 

4, Maternal Deaths in San Antonio Selected Years . 67 
5- Educational Characteristics of Population of 

Mexican-American Descent 25 Years and Older 
in San Antonio in 1960 78 

6. Unemplo;̂ /Tnent Characteristics of PopiiTation in 
the Five Largest Cities of Texas in 1960 . . 80 

7. Mexican-American Doctors and Midwives in San 
Antonio Selected Years 84 

8. Spanish Language Media of Com.mujiicaticn in 
San Antonio Selected Years 85 

'9. Charac'teristics of Population in Selected Voting 
Precincts in San Antonio in 1960 159 

10.• Mexican-American Population in 1960 in Selected 
Precincts of San Antonio 161 

J-l. Mexican-American Registration in San AntoniO in 
Selected Precincts, 1948-1968 163 

12. Mexican-American Voting in San Antonio Selected 
Precincts in Presidential Elections, 
1948-1964 166 

13- Voting in Presidential Elections Seiected Pre-
cincts, 1948-1964 170 

14. Voting in United States Senatorial Eloctions 
Selected Precincts in San Antonio, 196I-I966 179 

15. Voting in Democratic Senatoriai Pi'ir-.aries 
Selected Precincts in San Antonio, 194 8-1^64 187 

•\r-[ 



^ F»*—-aWMF 1 

V l l 

16. Voting in Democratic Gubernatorial Primiaries 
Selected Prec inc ts in San Aîitonio, 
1950-1964 191 

17. Voting in Gubernatorial Elections Selected 
Precincts in San Antonio, 1964-1966 205 

18. Mexican-Am.erican Democratic Precinct Ghairmen, 
1948-1968 242 

19. Mexican-Americans and the San imtonio City 
Council 252 

20. San Antonio Boards and Commissions and Mexican-
Americans Selected Years 254 

21. Mexican-American Candidates and Elected Officials 
for County Office in Bexar Courxty, 
1948-1968 , . . . ̂  257 



f rîr̂ --*sMĤ P"''" y 
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INTRODUCTION 

The political setting to which individuals react 

includes much more of society than the social groupings to 

which they belong, Those v/ho would study the political 

setting and the political role of ethnic groups have a re-

sponsibility to place their work in a broader setting. Two 

ways of locating this study seem to be particularly impor-

tant. First, the political role of an etTmic group can be 

seen within the context of a larger political system. 'cec-

ond, the data collected in studying the impact of political 

role upon the political setting lie within a particular his-

torical framework, These two characteristics manifest 

themselves in the cultural background, the socio-economic 

conditions, leadership and groups, voting patterns, and 

access to government of the ethnic group. The unifying 

analytical concept is political role. 

Political role is a basic unit for the study of 

political behavior. The concept of role refers to expecta-

tions about how a political actor behaves in particular 

situations, Heinz Eulau argues that the most suitable 

concept for analyzing a relationship between at least two 

political actors is role. Furthermore, utilization of role 

Robert Dahl, Modern Political Analysis (Englewood 
Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, Inc, 1963), p, 11, 
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is suitable for determining the political relevance of the 

behavior under analysis, The concept of role has assumed 

a key position in the fields of sociology, social psychol-

ogy, and cultural anthropology. Students of the social 

sciences frequently make use of it as a central term in 

conceptual schemes for the analysis of the structure and 

functioning of social systems and for the explanation of 

individual behavior,' 

Political role can be used as a conceptual tool on 

three levels of analysis, These three levels of the analy-

sis of political role are the cultural, the social, and the 

personal, On the cultural level, analysis of political 

role calls attention to the norms, traditions, rights and 

duties that relate to the behavioral pattern of the polit-

ÍC£L1 actor. On the social level, analysis of political 

role is related to inquiry into the interaction, connection 

or bond that produces a relationship between one political 

2 
Heinz Eulau, The Behavioral Persuasion in Politics 

(New York: Random House, Inc, 1963), p. 39, 

Neal Gross, Ward Mason, and Alexander McrTachern, 
Explorations in Role Analysis (New York: John Wiley and 
Sons, Inc, 1958), p. 3. 

See for example: Talcott Parsons, The Social 
System (Glencoe: The Free Press, 1951); Theodore Newcomb, 
Social Psychology (New York: The Dryden Press, 1951); 
George P. Murdock, "Sociology and Anthropology," in John 
Gillin (ed.), For a Science of Social Man (New York: The 
MacMillan Cc, 1954), pp, 14-31; and Bruce J. Biddle and 
Edwin J. Thoraas (eds.); Role Theory: Concepts and Re-
search (New York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc, 1966). 
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actor and another r̂ olitical actor. On the personal level, 

analysis of political role is directed to the definitions 

of the role held by the actors in the behavioral pattern.^ 

Analysis of political role shows the interdepen-

dence of people in their political activity. Lester 

Milbrath contends that political action is directly related 

to the political setting. In this regard, the political 

behavior of an actor is defined, channeled, and confined by 

the environment of the actor. Utilization of the concepts 

of political role and political setting is, therefore, con-

sistent with the analytic objectives of political science. 

This study of the political roie of Mexican-

Americans arises from a long interest in the politics of 

south Texas, The author has observed the nature of politics 

in south Texas and the salient role of Mexican-Am-ericans 

therein. This role is significantly bound up in the long 

cultural heritage of the region; it is openly represented 

in cultural conflict; moreover, it has changed the political 

setting. 

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study is to describe and analyze 

the impact of the political role of Mexican-Americans upon 

5 
Eulau, op, cit., pp. 39-40. 

Lester V/. Milbrath, Political Participation 
(Chicago: Rand McNally and Cc, 1965), pp. 6-7. 



the political setting in San Antonio, Texas, The study 

shows the relation between the political role and the 

political setting of Mexican-Americans in San Antonio. San 

Antonio is utilized because it is the major metropolitan 

area of south Texas and because approximately fifty per 

cent of the population of the city is Mexican-Arcerican. 

Significance of the Study 

San Antonio, Texas has the largest urban concentra-

tion of Mexican-Americans in the United States. Conse-

quently, Mexican-Americans represent a significant lactor 

in the political setting of San Antonio, south Texas, and 

the state of Texas. The study of the political role of 

Mexican-Americans in San Antonio offers a major insight 

into the character of ethnic politics and the impact of the 

activity of an ethnic group upon the political setting. 

In most cities and large towns in the United States 

there are "foreign districts" known as Little Ital̂ /, Little 

Bohemia, Polack Town, or by some other designation. In San 

Antonio there is Mexican Town. According to Warner and 

Srole, these terms refer to concentrations of ethnic groups 

in particular sections of a community. These cultural 

minorities have modified the form of American society and 

have changed the social, economic, and political history of 
7 

the United States. 

7 
W. Lloyd Warner and Leo Srole, The oociai System 

of American Ethnic Groups (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1945), p. 1. 



Milton Gordon defines ethnic group as a segment of 

the population contained within the national boundaries of 

the United States set off by one of tv̂ o concepts. First, 

an ethnic group can refer to a group considered foreign by 

the dominant group in an area. Second, the terra ethnic 

group can refer to any individual who considers himself a 

member of a group of foreign culture. However, ethnics may 

be either of foreign or native birth. The ethnic group 

bears a special relationship to the social structure of a 

modern complex society which distinguishes such groups from 

other categories oi groups. Within the ethnic group there 

develops a network of organizations and relations which 

permits and encourages the members to remain within the 

confines of the group for all of their priraary relation-

ships and for some of their secondary relationshir.s 
Q 

throughout all the stages of the life cycle. 

Ethnic groups offer a major instrument for the 

study of political role and how that role is related to the 

larger cultural and social relationships of the groun. 

This study emphasizes the cultural variety within American 

life by recognizing ethnic groups as instruments for polit-

ical analysis. Utilization of ethnic groups enables 

examination of the modifications in the political setting 

brought about by the political role of the groups. 

^.ilton M, Gordon, Assimilation in Araerican Life 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1964), pp. 27-34. 



Mexican-Americans in San Antonio constitute a 

clearly delineated ethnic group. According to a criterion 

established by Lyle Saunders, the Mexican-ĵ jnericans are 

defined as that group who think of themselves in terms of 

"we" in response to the labels, Mexican-American, ̂ 'exican, 

Spanish-speaking pecple, TTexicanos, Latin-Americans, and 

similar terms. They are thought of by Anglo-Americans in 

terms of "they" in response to the same identifying sym-

bols. The term Anglo-American used in this study is 

defined by Saunders as the numerically dominant English-
9 

speaking population of Texas. Strictly speaking, the 

Mexican-Araericans did not immigrate from Spain and Mexico; 

they v/ere very much a part of the landscape when the Anglo-

Americans came to the southwestern United States. Basi-

cally, the difficulty in nornenclature arises from the fact 

that the Mexican-American people represent a fusion of 

Indian, Spanish, and Mexican heritages, both racially and 

culturally, in every possible combination and mixture. 

In Texas, T''exican-Americans are more numerous in 

the extreme southern and western sections of the state than 

in the eastern, northern, and northwestern sections. In 

1960, there were sixty-seven counties in Texas with m-ore 

"lyle Saunders, The Opanish Speakinf̂  Population of 
Texas (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1949), p. 9. 

Carey McWilliams, North from Mexico (Philadelphia 
J. B, Lippincott Cc, 1948), p. 7. 
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than 2,500 Mexican-Americans. Bexar Gounty (San Antonio) 

had the largest number (257,000) followed by T:1 Paso Gounty 

(136,993) and Hidalgo County in the lower Rio Grande Valley 

(129,092). The ̂ 'exican-Araericans in 1960 outnumbered the 

total non-white population of the state by over 200,000-

Furthermore, their numbers are growing at a much faster 

rate than is the state's total population. During the 

decade of the 1950's, Mexican-American population increased 

by thirty-seven per cent while the total population of 

Texas was increasing by twenty-four per cent. In 1960, in 

Texas, there were 1,417,811 Mexican-Araericans living in the 

state. 

There are numerous historical and sociological 

studies of ethnic grcups and their cultural development in 

12 American society, Several sociological studies have been 
* 13 

made concerning Mexican-Americans. ^ The politics of 

U. S. Bureau of the Census, U. S. Gensus of Popu-
lation: 1960 General Population Gharacteristics, Texas. 
Final Report PC (1)-45B, pn. 59-62. 

12 
See for example: Oscar Handlin, The Uprooted 

(Boston: Little, Brown and Gc, 1951); R. E. Par:-: and H. A. 
Miller, Old Worli Traits Transpianted (New York: Harper 
and Gc, 1921); E. V. Stonequist, The Piarginal llon (?Tew 
York: Gharles Scribner's Sons, 1937) ; a:id :Tathan Glazer 
and Daniei P. Moynihan, Beyond xhe ITeltin/̂  Pot (Gambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 1963). 

13 
See for example: Manuel Gamio, x̂ lexican Immigra-

tion to the United States (Ghicago: University of Ghicago 
Press, 1930}; Manuel Gamio, The Mexican ram.i^irant (Ghicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1931); Paul Taylor, .M.r. American' 
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Mexican-Araericans is largely unexplored, though central to 

the political culture of south Texas and San Antonic 

Nothing is available on the irapact of their political role. 

This study is significant because it seeks to fill this gap 

in the scholarly literature. 

Hypothesis of the Study 

The political role of Kexican-Araericans in San An-

tonio has changed the political setting in San Antonic 

Method of the Study 

That the role of Mexican-Araericans in San Antonio 

politics has changed the political setting in San Antonio 

is shovm by the analysis of role on the cultural level, the 

social level, and the personal level. Analysis of the 

political role of Mexican-Americans on these xhree levels 

defines the political role of Mexican-Americans and shows 

the irapact of the role of the ethnic group uron the polit-

ical setting in San Antonic Analysis of the political 

role of Mexican-Americans on the cultural level requires 

investigation into the historical background of Mexican-

Americans in San Antonio and south Texas. Analysis of the 

political role of Mexican-Araericans on tTie social level 

Mexican Frontier (Ghapel Hill: University oi T̂ orth Garo-
lina -Press, 1934); Pauline Kibbe, Latin-Americans iri Texas 
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 194 6); and 
Williara Madsen, The Mexican-Araericans of South "̂ exas (New 
York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1964). 



requires a study of the socio-economic conditions of 

Mexican-Americans, Finally, analysis of the political role 

of Mexican-Americans on the personal level calls attention 

to the development of Mexican-American leaders and political 

action groups, to the characteristics of 'Texican-American 

voting patterns, and to the access of Mexican-Americans to 

official and unofficial political organizations. 

The organization of each chapter of this study is 

twofold, The first part of each chapter includes a brief 

survey of the literature of social and political science as 

it relates to the subject matter of the chapter, The 

second part of each chapter is an analysis of the pertinent 

variable which involves the political role of Mexican-

Americans in San Antonic 

In order to analyze the political role of Mexican-

Americans on the cultural level, Chapter I describes the 

historical background of Mexican-Americans in south Texas 

and San Antonic This historical and cultural analysis 

includes the early settlement of Texas and the role of 

Mexicans, the social conflict of the nineteenth century 

vfith the arrival of Anglo-Araericans, and the cuitural prob-

lems of the twentieth century, 

Chapter II examines the social level of political 

role through an analysis of the socio-economic conditions 

of Mexican-Americans in San Antonic The analysis includes 
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the socio-economic legacy of Mexican-Americans in relation 

to Anglo-Americans, Contemporary socio-economic character-

istics of Mexican-Araericans are significant factors in the 

political setting of San Antonic It is essentially the 

socio-economic conditions that Mexican-Arriericans seek to 

change through the utilization of political power. How-

ever, cultural conflict with Anglo-Americans is a major 

obstacle. 

Chapter III examiines the personal level of polit-

ical role hy a study of the developraent of Mexican-American 

leaders and political action groups. Leaders, such as 

Henry Gonzalez and Albert Pena, have eraerged; they reflect 

the changing political setting caused by the political role 

of Mexican-Americans. The political role of Mexican-

Americans on the personal level has also produced organiza-

tions such as the League of United Latin American Gitizens 

and the Political Association of Spanish-Speakinr Organiza-

tions, 

Chapter IV extends the analysis of political roie 

on the personal level by exam.ining the characteristics of 

Mexican-American voting patterns. Analysis of presidential, 

senatorial, and state primary elections provide data on the 

nature of Mexican-American voting characteristics. These 

voting patterns reflect the role of the Î Texican-Ámerican 

electorate in San Antonio and illustrate how that electorate 

relates to the political setting. 
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Chapter V examines the political role of Mexican-

Americans on the personal level by investigating Mexican-

American access to official and unofficial political 

organizations in San Antonic The analysis includes non-

partisan organizations, political parties, and official 

govemment, The inclusion of Mexican-Americans in polit-

ical parties as well as in positions of official govem-

ment helps define their behavioral pattern in the political 

setting in San Antonic 

Chapter VI concludes the study by comparing the 

data of this study with the literature of social and polit-

ical science, The conclusions enable the study to reflect 

upon the nature of political role in relation to the polit-

ical setting, Also, the conclusions allow the study to 

make general observations about the impact of the political 

role of Mexican-Americans in San Antonio as well as ethnic 

politics in the United States, 

Sources of Information for the Study 

The politics of ethnic groups and the nature of 

political roles are analyzed in the literature of polit-

ical science, This material is related to and compared 

See for example: Angus Campbell, Philip Converse, 
Warren Miller, and Donald Stokes, The American Voter (New 
York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc, 1960); Robert Lane, 
Political Life: Why People Get Involved in Politics (New 
York: The Free Press, 1951); Michael Parenti, "Sthnic 
Politics and the Persistence of Ethnic Identification," 
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with the Mexican-American political role in San Antonic 

In the winter of 1967 and the spring of 1968, the 

author interviewed numerous individuals intimate with 

politics and the political role of Mexican-Americans in San 

Antonic The interviewees included Mexican-American and 

Anglo-American political leaders, religious leaders, busi-

ness and professional leaders, and other political activists, 

The names of the interviewees are included in the bibliog-

raphy, The questionnaire is included in the Appendix, 

Other sources of information include San Antonio 

newspapers, other articles and periodicals, and letters 

from various individuals with a close association with the 

political role of Mexican-Americans in San Antonic Voting 

statistics from Bexar County records, census data frora the 

United States Bureau of the Census, and other public docu-

ments are utilized in the study, The author was present at 

various meetings and political rallies at which Mexican-

American leaders discussed Mexican-American politics. The 

author was also present at meetings of the San Antonio 

Community Relations Commission at which the role of Mexican-

Americans in the affairs of San Antonio was the paramount 

issue, 

American Political Science Review, Vol, 61 (September, 1967), 
pp, 717-726; Robert Dahl, Who Governs? (New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1961); Raymond Wolfinger, "The Development 
and Persistence of Ethnic Identification," American Polit-
ical Science Review. Vol. 59 (December, 1965), pp. 896-908; 
Seymour M, Lipset, Political Man: The Social Bases of 
Politics (Garden Cityl Doubleday and Co,, 1960); and 
Milbrath, op, cit. 
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POLITICAL :(OLE At;D THE GlĴ i.TuRAL BAG: ̂ TKUUTÍD 

UF í'i:̂ XIGAN-AtTĵ RTCA[Tb IN SOUTH T̂ Z/.̂  

The convergence of Spanish-speakin/^ and iTnf̂ '-lish-

speaking people in south Texas has brought two cuitures 

into contact, ana insofar as they are aifferent, î .to con-

flict, This cultural conflict has an important influence 

upon roliticai role because politicai behavior is a product 

of past experiences and changes at varyin/: times as a re-

sult of forces within the political settin.̂ -. These forces 

inciude developments between and within sociai ,~;roups :ind 

are related to the cultural level of politicol role. 

A Note on Literature for Analyzin̂ "; 
Gultural Relations and 

Political TH:ole 

Dan Nimmo and Thomas Ungs observe tho.t "hui..'in con-

flict has been assailed as,- at best a necessary evil; at 

worst, incoiitrovertible evicience of the icrvei'siiy and ras-

cality of man*" Tn i'ocent years, the roie oi conflict has 

become accepted as normal by students of noliticai role and 

2 
of C"ulturai r e l a t i o n s . 

Dan Nirarao and Thonas Unrs, /•meric: n P o i i t i c a l 
P a t t e r n s : Conf l i c t a.nd Oonsensus (Boston: ^ j i t t l e , :'rown 
and C c , 1967), p . 6. 

2 
See for example: :']lton "̂ ;̂. l'JcNeil ( e a . ) , '^'ie 

1'3 
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Georg Simmel, in his classic work, argues for the 

use of conflict as an analytically desirable concept.' 

Simmel contends that: 

At one time it appeared as if there were 
only two consistent subject matters of the 
science of man: the individufil unit and the 
unit of individuals (society); any third 
seeraed logically excluded. ín this concep-
tion, conflict itself—irrespective of its 
contributions to these iramediate social 
units—found no place for stuay. A more 
comprehensive classification of the science 
of the relations of men should distinguish, 
it would appear, those relations which con-
stitute a unit, that is, social relations 
in the strict sense, from those which 
counteract unity. 

Simmel also argues that the individual does not attain the 

character of his politicai behavior exclusively by an ex-

haustive harmonization of his personality according to 

logical, objective, religious, or ethical norms. On the 

contrary, contradiction and cultural conflict not only 

precede the development of a political role but are opera-

tive in it at the very moment of its existence. 

Nature of Human Gonflict (î nglewood Gliffs: Prentice-I:;;ll, 
Inc, , 1965) ; and Robert Dah 1, Pluralist •-em.ocracy in the 
United States: Gonflict and Gonsent (Chicago: Ran-.i 
r̂ cNally "̂ Gc, 1967). 

"̂ Georg r-imrael, Oonflict (Glencoe: The Free f'ress 
1955). This is a translation from the Ger.nan by Kurt H. 
Wolff. 

^ bid., pp. 14-15. 

5 
I b i d . , p . 1 5 . Oirirael's eraphasis upon human no tu re 

is supported by Graham Wallas, Human Nature in ^̂ .litics 
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Lewis Goser stresses the positive functicns of 

social conflict, Coser says that the distinction between 

"ourselves, the we-group, or in-group" and everybody else, 

or the "others-group, or out-group" is established in and 

through conflict. Goser points out that conflict is noz 

confined to classes, althcugh class conflicts have appeared 

as the most convenient illustrations to many observers. 

Nationality and ethnic conflicts, political conflicts, and 

conflicts between various language groups afford equally 
7 

relevant exaraples, 

The general value or positive function of social 

conflict is to be found in what Coser calls "reciprocal re-

pulsions," Conflict sets boundaries between groups within 

a social system by strengthening group consciousness and 

awareness of separateness, thus establishinj: the identity 

of groups within a systera. Such separateness helps maintain 

a total social system by creating a balance tetween the 

various groups in the system. 

(New York: F, S. Crofts & Gc, 1921} ana James 0. Oavies, 
Human Nature in Pplitics (New York: John >;iley Æ bons, 
Inc, 1963). 

Lewis A. Goser, The Functions of Qocial Oonflict 
(Glencoe: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1956), D. 35. 

^lbid. 

^lbid., p, 34, 



16 

According to Nirrjrao and Ungs, conflict is contagious. 
9 

Demands are usually met by counter-deraands and opposition. 

Coser argues that it is this contagious character of con-

flict that produces organized political activity. Hefore 

conflict can be turned into political activity, a nega-

tively privileged group raust first develop the awareness 

that it is, indeed, negatively privilegea. It must corae to 

believe that it is being denied rights to which it is en-

titled. It must reject any justification for the existing 

distribution of rights and priviieges, 

The cultural background of r̂ exican-Araericans in San 

Antonio and south Texas is one of conflict with Anglo-

American cultural development, This relationship between 

competing cultures has given the politicai role of Mexican-

Americans in San Antonio its essential character. 

Early Gultural oettlements 
in Texas 

Prior to 1690, Texas formed a reraote and nominal 

part of the Spanish conquests. Frora their base in the 

Indies the Spaniards had explored raost of the shoreline of 

the New World from the southern coast of what became the 

11 United States all the way to Gape Horn. Ponce de j.eon 

Q 

N̂iram.o and Ungs, op, cit., y.p, 7-3, 

Coser, op. cit,, p, 37, 

Bernadine Rice, "San Antonio, Its :Jarly Beginnings 
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died in .Florida in quest of the mythical fountain of youth. 

Lucas Vasquez de Ayllon searched for treasures in the Garo-

linas, An expedition led by Panfilo de î'avaez explored 

Florida but upon returning to the location where they had 

left their ships the expedition discovered the ships raissing, 

They raade five boats and set sail frora Florida. Part of the 

expedition was lost at sea but one of the boats, containing 

Cabeza de Vaca, was shipwrecked on an isiand near the 

12 present location of Galveston, Texas. After innuraerable 

hardships and traveling with Indian tribes, de Vaca made 

his V7ay across Texas and finally reached Mexico City in 

1536.^^ 

Between 1528 and 1602, a handful of Spaniards ex- J 

plored the borderlands cf ^̂'ew típain: from Galveston to San 3 
< 

Diego; from Sonora to ûanta Fe; from the west coast of ^ 

Mexico to Monterey. Finding only raud villaf̂ es and unin-

habited desert wastes, the Onanish ignored settlement of 

Texas for over a century. ̂  

and Development Under the Repubiic," (Unpublished I':. A. 
Thesis, University of Texas, Austin, Texas, 1941), p. 1. 

Carey McWilliams, N'orth from Kexico (Philadelphia: 
J, B, Lippincott Gc, 104*̂ ,), p, 21, 

13 
Ibid., pp- 21-22. 

-̂ "̂ lbid,, p. 24. See also Odie h. Fai-i:.:, The Sa.:.-a 
of Texas: A Successful Failure (Austin: 'oteĉ -̂Vaurhn Cc, 
1965), VV' 73-92. 
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The French first aroused the attention of the Span-

ish to its neglected territory. In 1685, the French took 

possession of Texas in the name of the French king and es-

tablished a colony on Matagorda Bay, In 1689, an expedi-

tion, under Alonzo de Leion, drove out the French; and in 

1690 the Spanish made their first permanent settlement in 

Texas, This settlement set the pattern for Spanish colo-

nization of Texas through the use of missions, The missions 

offered to settlers the protection of a fort, as well as the 

benefit of a church and becarae the nuclei around which k, 
15 î 

gradually grew towns, Although the Spanish founded some j 

twenty-five missions in Texas, their principal and ultimately j 

their only settlements between the Sabine River and the Rio iy 
ki 

16 •, 
Grande River were San Antonio, Goliad, and Nacogdoches, j 

x 
Once Spanish settlement began in Texas a type of 

life developed that had a lasting influence. This type of 

life was essentially patterned after medieval feudalism. 

Beginning in 1748, the rancheros of Tamaulipas, the prov-

inces across the Rio Grande from south Texas, had been 

encouraged to settle along the river in an effort to build * 

a line of defense against the Indians, Most of these 
^Arthur Ikin, Texas (London: Sherwood, Gilbert, 

& Piper, 1841), pp, 1-2, 

George P, Garrison, Texas (New York: Houghton, 
Mifflin and G c , 1903), pp, 65-67, 



•̂ '̂ William Kennedy, Texas (Fort Worth: The 
Molyneaux Graftsnan, Inc, 1925), pp. 324-328. 

Sarauel H, Lowrie, Culture Conflict in Texas (New 
York: Columbia University Press, 1932), p, 30, 

iq 
^lkin, op, cit,. pp, 5-6, 
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settlers came from such coramunities as Guerrero, Camargo, 

and Miero. Over a period of some years, a few towns began 

to appear on the Texas side of the river: Dolores in 1761; '̂' 

Rio Grande City in 1757; and Roma in 1767, When Mexico 

achieved its independence from Spain, in the third decade 

of the nineteenth century, the government parcelled out 

most of the land lying between the Rio Grande and the 

Nueces River in the form of large land grants to favorites 

of the new regime and the moveraent of settlers into the 

17 ^ 
region from Mexico became more rapid, ^ 

< 

Poorly organized, feebly garrisoned, chronically ! 

neglected, the Texas settlements were quickly engulfed in j 

the tide of nineteenth century Anglo-American immigra- J 
18 ^ 

tion, In 1821, Anglo-Araericans from the United States, 3 
y 

under the leadership of Moses Austin, founded a colony i. 
which subsequently became prosperous, Numerous other 

19 colonies were gradually formed. 

Due to the troubled state of affairs which pre-

vailed during the decade of the Texas Republic, most of the 

Anglo-Americans settled north and east of the Nueces River, 

and this pattem prevailed for some years after the Texas i 
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Revolution, During the period of the Texas Republic, 

Mexicans continued to cross the Rio Grande and settle be-

tween the Rio Grande and the Nueces because the position 

of Mexico was that the Nueces was the official boundary 
20 between it and Texas, 

In Texas the Mexican settlements were directly in 

the path of Anglo-American immigration, Unlike the rest of 

the borderlands, Texas was not separated frora the centers 

of Anglo-American population by mountain ranges or deserts, 

In a series of belts or strips, the rich, alluvial plains 5: 

stretched from the Gulf of Mexico to the Plateaus. The j 

rivers that marked these belts could be crossed at all ^ 
21 3 

seasons at almost any point without much trouble. Anglo- iii 
American settlers noved into Texas primiarily from the J 

22 ^ 

southem states of the United States, On the other hand, ^ 

between the southerly settlements in Texas and those of 

Mexico there was a great expanse of semi-arid land which at 
20 
McWilliams, op, cit., p, 84, See also Garrison, 

op, cit., pp, 262-263. 

^•^Andrew Muir, Texas in 1837 (Austin: The Univer-
sity of Texas Press, 1958), pp. 117-121. This is a reprint 
of Muir's observations of Texas at the time of the Republic 

^^omer P. Thrall, History of Texas (St. Louis: 
N, D. Thompson & C c , 1879), p. 765, 
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that time served as a more or less natural barrier to the 

enforcement of effective Mexican control. -̂  

Early Cultural Relations in South Texas 

San Antonio was the center of Spanish life in south 

Texas. The city was the official residence of the governor 

of the province, At this time a way of life developed in 

south Texas quite similar to that which developed in Cali-

fornia, 

A patriarchal system was established in which a few >. 

large land-owners lived an ideal and lordly existence based î 

on peonage, Vestiges of the system are still found in J 

south Texas, The peon was always in debt; in fact, he \ 

usually inherited the debts of his father, Land-owners 

sold high priced goods to their peons on credit, often re-

fusing them perraission to make purchases in the towns, The 

peon was not permitted to cultivate land on his own, or 

even to supply his own table needs, His ownership of stock 

was limited to a few chickens, pigs, and goats, Throughout 

south Texas, the peons lived in one room thatched-roofed, 

dirt-floor huts, with an arbor made of dry corn stalks, 

This ranch life, reminiscent of medieval feudalism, survived 

23 
Nicholas De LaFora, The Frontiers of New Spain 

(Berkeley: Quivira Society Publications, 1958), pp, 1<̂ 0-
194, 

^ 
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well into the twentieth century though not as widespread as ji* 

in the nineteenth century, 

These people of Mexican-Indian background took 

little part in the Mexican independence movement and had no 

tradition of self-government. Manhood suffrage was unknown. 

The lack of democratic traditions, the system of peonage, 

and the persistence of the patron-peon relation, combined 

to produce a type of political bossism. The Anglo-American 

cattle barons assumed the prerogatives of the Spanish land-

owners in the nineteenth century and were accepted by the ^ 
2S 5! 

peons as protectors, ^ 5 

In 1834, the Anglo-Americans outnumbered the Mexicans J 

in Texas, Most of the Anglo-Americans were concentrated on iii 

small farms or towns, while the Mexicans were located on J 

the larger ranches or in the old Spanish towns, There were 

few chances for Mexican and Anglo acculturation for they saw 

very little of each other, From the outset, however, what 

relations there were between the two groups were clouded by 

fear of war, The Anglo-Americans bore the brunt of Mexico's 

hostile distrust of the United States and were, in turn, 

encouraged to take an unfriendly attitude toward the Mexicans 

Paul S, Taylor, An American-Mexican Frontier 
Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1934), 
pp, 36-37, 155, 325-329. See also McWilliams, op. cit., 
p. 85, 

-̂ Donald Day, Big Country: Texas (New York: Di;ell, 
Sloan and Pearce, 1947), pp, 87-91; and Taylor, op. cit., 
pp. 142-143. 
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whom they regarded as inferior and in the way of manifest 

destiny. Each group formed a very unfavorable opinion of 

the other. To the early Anglo-American settlers, the 

Mexicans were lazy, shiftless, jealous, cowardly, supersti-

tious, backward, and immoral. To the Mexicans, the Anglos 

were arrogant, overbearing, aggressive, conniving, rude, 
27 imreliable, and dishonest. 

Under the most favorable circumstances, a recon-

ciliation of the two cultures would have been difficult. 

The language barrier was a constant source of misunder- ^ 

standing; neither group could communicate, for all prac- X 

Lowrie, op. cit., pp. 30-31. See also Eugene 
Barker, Mexico and Texas: 1821-1835 (New York: Russell 
and Russell, Inc, 1965), pp. 8, 11, 30 and 32. 

27 
McWilliaras, op. cit., p. 99-

28 
I b i d . , pp. 99-100. See a l s o V/illiam R. Hogan, 

^ 

tical purposes, with the other. The Mexicans knew almost J 

nothing of local self-govemraent, while the Anglo-Americans «J 
I* 

brought to Texas traditions of constitutionalism and limited ^ 

government as well as ideas of liberty and individual jj 

rights. Although tolerant of peonage, the Mexicans strongly 

opposed slavery. The Anglo-Americans, however, raost of whom 

were from the southern states, were vigorously pro-slavery. 

There were religious differences as well since the Anglo-

Americans were primarily Protestant and the Mexicans were 

Catholic 
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With the Texas Revolution came the embittering 

memories, for the Texans, of the slaughter of Anglo-

Americans at the Alamo; and, for the Mexicans, of the hu-

miliating rout and defeat at San Jacintc^^ Prior bitter-

ness was intensified greatly. Towards the Mexicans 

remaining within the limits of Texas, the feelings of the 

Anglo-Americans were scarcely better than towards the In-

,. 30 dians. 

Throughout the decade of the Texas Republic (1836-

1846), the shooting war continued in south Texas between ^ 

the Nueces and Rio Grande Rivers. Murder was raatched by ^ 
K 

murder; raids by Anglo-Americans from Texas were countered "̂  
> 

•2-1 * 

by raids from Mexico.-^ Since Texas claimed that the "̂  

The Texas Republic (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 
1946), pp. 191-206, 

29 •̂ Garrison, op, cit,, p. 242. For the position of 
the Mexicans on this conflict see Garlos E. Gastaneda (ed,), 
The Mexican Side of the Texas Revolution (Dallas: P. L. 
Turner Co,, 1928), 

^^Sister Paul of the Cross McGrath, Political 
Nativisr. in Texas: 1825-1860. (Washington: The Oat.oolic 
University of America Press, 1930), p. 66, 

^ Joseph M. Nance, Attack and Counter-Attack 
(Austin: The University of Texas Press, 1964), 

boundary with Mexico was the Rio Grande and Mexico claimed 2 

that the boundary rested on the Nueces, the zone between 5 
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the rivers was the site of constant guerrilla warfare 

throughout the life of the Republic,-^^ 

Provoked by the annexation of Texas in 1846, the 

Mexican-American War represented the culmination of three 

decades of cultural conflict in Texas, To the Mexicans, 

every incident was regarded as part of a deliberately 

planned scheme of conquest, To the Anglo-Americans, the 

war was inevitable having been caused by the stupidity and 

backwardness of the Mexican officials.^ The war added 

greatly to the heritage of hatred between the United States ^ 

and Mexicc A large part of the American army was made up J 

of volunteers who committed various acts of violence *̂  
: 

against Mexican civilians. Their behavior during the war 

The year 1844 saw the rise in the United States of 

a political party known as the American Party which was 

highly nationalistic and anti-Catholic Much anti-Catholic 

feeling found expression during the Mexican-American War. 

Charges against American desecration of religious places. 

^^McWilliams, op. cit,, p. 101. 

-̂ -̂  

^^Barker, op. cit., and Lowrie, op. cit. 

^"^McWilliams, op, cit,, p, 102, The activities of 
Texas participants are related in John S. Ford, Rip Ford's 
Texas (Austin: The University of Texas Press, 1963), 
pp. 59-84, See also William J. Hughes, Rebellious Ranger: 
Rip Ford and the Old Southwest (Norman: University of 
Oklahoma Press, 1964), pp, 74-107, 

"54 included robbery, rape, and murder of Mexicans, 2] 
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which in Mexico were primariiy Catholic, were offered as 

additional proof of American lack of virtue.-̂ '̂  
•s, 

Just as the end of the Texas Revolution did not end 

hostilities in Texas, so the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 

failed to bring peace to the borderlands. The area of 

south Texas became the home of numerous outlaw bands who 

attacked and molested all settlers. In the fact of con-

tinual fighting and disorder which included filibustering 

expeditions by Anglo-Araerican adventurers, Indian raids, 

revolution, war, and constant guerilla fighting, the 

Mexicans in Texas retreated and their retreat gave rise to 

the belief that the Anglo-Americans were successfully pur-

suing a raandate of destiny. It was reported in 1859 that 

the "white race was exterminating or cmshing out the in-

ferior race." An American soldier wrote horae that "the 

Mexicans, like the poor Indian, are doomed to retire before 

37 the enterprising Anglo-Araericans." 

With the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, officially 

ending the Mexican-American War, all residents in Texas 

of Mexican ancestry were made United States citizens. The 

cultural relations between Anglo-Araericans and Mexican-

^^McGrath, op. cit., pp, 66-67 and 114-116. 

^^Ed Bartholomew, Kill or be Killed (Houston: The 
Frontier Press, 1953), p. Iff. 

-^'McWilliams, op, cit., p, 105» 
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Americans, however, did not improve. Bitterness and hatred 

continued as indicated by the highly significant Cortinas 

episode, 

Juan Cortinas was bom near Brownsville, Texas, A 

man from a prominent and well-to-do family, he was noted 

for his horsemanship, The Cortinas War, which lasted a 

decade at the time of the American Civil War, began when a 

deputy sheriff arrested a Mexican-American who had been a 

servant of the Cortinas family, Contending that the arrest 

was merely another example of Anglo-American arrogance, 

Cortinas shot the deputy and freed the prisoner, Cortinas 

led raids against the Anglo-Americans in the towns and 

robbed their shops, stores, and banks in a style similar to 

a Robin Hood, Throu^hout the area of south Texas the name 

of Cortinas was known; he had defeated the Anglo-Americans 

and the Mexican flag flew in his camp, He was the chsimpion 

of Mexican-Americans—the man who would right the wrongs of 

the Mexicans and drive the hated Anglos out of the area. 

Incensed by these raids, the Anglo-Americans burned the 

homes of all Mexicans suspected of being implicated or of 

giving aid to Cortinas and his men, The Anglo-Americans 

believed that every Mexican-American was in league with 

Cortinas and would, if given a chance, murder every Anglo 

inhabitant, When the Cortinas War finally came to an end 

r 

! ! 

Sí 

,"' '• 
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in 1883 with the death of Cortinas, the fighting stopped 

but the cultural consequences and hatreds lived on:^^ 

In the period from the close of the Araerican Givil 

War to 1880, there was nothing resembling law and order in 

south Texas, Friction between Anglo-Americans and Mexican-

Americans was intense and continuous, Neglected during the 

Civil War, great herds of cattle roamed wild in the bmsh 

country and plundering expeditions crossed and re-crossed 

the Rio Grande as cattle stealing became a thriving busi-

ness, The number of murders committed bv various outlaw t 
z 

bands was never determined. Anglo-Americans reasoned, how- l 
ever, that all Mexicans were guilty whether they were "J 

I 
Mexican-Americans or citizens of Mexicc On numerous f! 

1«. 
occasions, American troops were sent on expeditions into U 

Mexico; nor were the Mexicans much more respectful of ^ 

39 ^ 

American sovereignty. Suspicion and hatred was apparent, 

on both sides, as indicated in a report by General Steele 

in 1875 in which he reported that "there is a considerable 

Texas element in the country bordering on the Nueces that 

thinks the killing of a Mexican no crime," and a collection 

Walter Prescott Webb, The Texas Rangers (New 
York: Houghton Mifflin C c , 1935), pp. 175-193. See Ford, 
op. cit., pp. 308-309 on the attitude of Anglo-Americans 
toward Cortinas. 

39 / 
^^George Durham, Taming the Nueces Strip (Austin: 

The University of Texas Press, 1962). See also Webb, 
op. cit., pp. 233-391, and Lewis Nordyke, Great Roundup 
(New York: V/illiam Morrow C c , 1955). 
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of "Mexican thieves and cut-throats who , . . think the 

killing of a exan something to be proud of." 

Mexicans in San Antonio in the 19th Century 

In the first half of the 19th century, San Antonio 

was chiefly inhabited by Mexicans. These Mexicans were of 

two classes: a small group of commerical businessmen and a 

much larger group of poor and illiterate peasants. The 

wealthy Mexicans lived in houses built principally in the 

Spanish or Morisco style, The poor Mexicans occupied nu-

merous huts which were constructed of poles planted perpen-

dicularly in the ground, plastered with mud, and roofed 

with long leaves from aquatic plants growing along the 

banks of the San Antonio River, The poorer Mexicans stood 

out in the population not only because of their sheer num-

41 bers but because of their subsistent living conditions, 

From the 1840's San Antonio grew rapidiy. Mexicans, 

Indians, Anglo-Araericans from the states, other immigrants, 

adventurers, thieves, horse traders, all raoved into San 

Antonic Mrs. Sam Maverick, probably the first Anglo-

American woman to take up permanent residence in San Antonio, 

thought that the thieves and wretches who inhabited San 

40 

41 

McWilliams, op, cit,, p, 109. 

Webb, op, cit,, p, 83. 
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Antonio were a serious drawback to the development of the 

42 

city. From a population of about 3,500 in 1850, San 

Antonio increased to 10,000 in 1856 and about 15,000 in 

1873. One found in the city the strangest mixture of 

civilizations, white, yellow, red, black, Mexican, Indian, 

Negro, and all possible com.binations of these races and 

groups. The Germans, the Anglo-Americans, and the Mexican-

Americans were fairly equal in numbers, In addition to 

thefee groups, there were representatives from many other 

European nationalities, C 

During the 1850's and 1860's, San Antonio was a « 
H 

center for freighting by Mexican-Araericans in Texas. The *J 
î 

Mexican-Americans hauled goods worth thousands of dollars J 

from San Antonio to Ghihuahua and other points in Mexicc IQ 

In 1857, the intense feeling against Mexican-Americans by jj 

Anglo-Araericans took the form of the so-called Gart War. 

This war was nothing less than an effort on the part of cer-

tain Anglo-American freighters to run the Mexican-American 

freighters out of business. San Antonio was a center for 

such battles. 
Joseph W. Schmitz, In the Days of the Republic 

(San Antonio: The Naylor Cc, 1960), p. 6. 

"̂ Sidney Lanier, Retrospects and Prospects (New 
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899), p. 34. 

^J. Frank Dobie, A Vaquero of the Brush Gotmtry 
(Boston: Little, Brown and Cc, 1929), p. 48. 
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At this time, San Antonio established four schools 

which have been described as the first genuinely free 

school system to be opened in Texas, Many of the large 

landowners around San Antonio, who virtually constituted a 

"landed aristocracy," felt that education would ruin the 

Mexican-Americans who were in conditions of peonage, Con-

sequently, the more influential segment of the economy 

opposed mass education, This situation has changed very 

slowly in south Texas and is still encountered in some 

parts of the area particularly where the education of 

45 Mexican-Americans is concemed, -̂  

South Texas Politics and 
the Mexican-Americans 
in the 19th Century 

The Mexican-Americans of San Antonio and south Texas 

have, for the major part of the last one hundred years, 

lived in a type of feudalistic state, Like the medieval 

peasant, whose conceptions of the distant king and more dis-

tant emperor must have been hazy, the Mexican-American 

knew only his locality, He learned little of, or cared 

less for, the state of Texas or the federal government of 

the United States, The only mler he knew was his local 

chief, If he were guilty of criminal cffenses or became 

involved in a dispute, the chief knew simple ways to handle 

í 

45 Day, op. cit,. p. 299-
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the problem short of the tedious workings of the law, which, 

indeed, were not much in evidence, The Mexican-American of 

south Texas, knowing little about the privileges or duties 

of sharing in the political process, and desiring to accede „,. 

to the wishes of his chief, allowed his hand to be guided ^'' 

in marking his ballots for presidential, state, and other * 

candidates. 

Under the cultural conditions and economic rela-

tions that existed, the Mexican-Americans were very sus- i 

ceptible to political bosses. Mexican-Americans were easy 

prey since most of them were employed by others. In this 

case, political bosses needed only to control the employer 

who, in turn, would tell "his Mexicans" how to vote. Under 

the patron system it was customary for Mexican-Araericans 

working for someone else to go to their employer and ask 

how to vote, Mexican-Americans were not necessarily forced Ik^ 

to vote a particular way but they asked who to vote for as ' 

a sign of their loyalty, respect, and degree of faith in 

their employer or patron, The patron system is still very 
47 evident in south Texas, particularly in the mral areas. 

^ 0, Douglas Weeks, "The Texas-Mexican and the 
Politics of South Texas," American Political Science Review, 
Vol. 24 (May, 1930), p, 610. 

^'^Frank L, Madla, Jr,, "The Political Impact of 
Latin Americans and Negroes in Texas Politics," (Unpub-
lished M. A, Thesis, St, Mary's University, San Antonio, 
Texas, 1964), p. 66. 
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One of the earliest Anglo-Araerican patrons in south 

Texas was Colonel Stephen Powers, Powers was born in Maine 

and trained in law in New York where he becam.e a friend and 

supporter of Martin Van Buren. After being in the diplo-

matic service for a time, he joined the array at the out-

break of the Mexican-Araerican War and went to Texas as the 

Colonel of a New York Regiraent. When the war was over, he 

stayed in Texas, In writing of Stephen Powers and politics 

in south Texas, 0. Douglas Weeks has observed that: 

Here was a place, therefore, which appealed ^ 
to this disciple of Van Buren, from whom he must J 
have learned soraething of politics. In fact, ^ 
politicians in New York had been dealing with an j 
ethnic population since the infancy of Tammany 
Hall. If the sons of Irish peasants could learn ^ 
to use the ballot by the short and direct raethod, ui 
why could not these simple and priraitive de- *• 
scendants of Mexico? Not that it had to be done 8) 
in a cormpt way; only occasionally had Tammany ^ 
Hall itself been cormpt. 

Powers assumed the role of friend and protector for 

the Mexican-American people. As a lawyer he rendered them 

assistance, particularly when newcomers undertook to occupy 

their land and take their cattle. Also, as a lawyer, he 

could ease them into believinr that perhaps they never really 

owned the land or the cattle. On the whole, he seems to 

have dealt as fairly with both Mexican-Araerican and newcomer i 

as frontier ethics required. He was able gradually to build 

Weeks, op. cit., r). 611. 
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up a treraendous influence over both Anglo-Anericans and 

Mexican-Americans in the area of south Texas.̂ -" 

In 1878, four years before his death, Powers made 

Jim Wells his partner. Wells, whose grandparents came to 

south Texas in 1823, was educated at the University of Vir-

ginia. His sympathies and prejudices were Southern. Jim 

Wells lived through the Reconstruction period and was a 

bourbon Democrat of the old school. He proved thoroughly 

capable of assuming the raantle of Powers, both in the role 

"^^bid., pp. 611-612 

50ibid. 

>. 

of lawyer and in that of patron for Mexican-Araericans. ^ 
Q: 

Jim Wells was the most powerful political boss in south ij 
•H 

Texas at the end of the 19th century and that power was > 

based on his control of Mexican-American votes. On one ^ 

occasion, when speaking of Mexican-Araericans, Wells said: '^ 

The Mexican people, if you understand thera, [j 
are the most humble people you ever knew . . . . 
They are largely like the Indians in that re-
spect, Their friendship is individual. For 
instance, You have a great raan.y friends among 
them, and they follow your name and your for-
tunes; and that is the way it is . . . . I 
suppose the King Ranch people control over 500 
votes and they, the Mexicans, go to Gaesar 
Kleberg, and to Gaptain King - while he was 
still living and ask him who they should vote 
for, The truth is, and very few people who 
don't live in the country know, that it is 
the property owners and the intelligent 
peopie who in that way do really vote Mexicans, 
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and that is the tmth about it, and anyone 
who has lived there can see the worth of 
it, if they know it," 

San Antonio, the cultural center of south Texas, 

was dominated by machine politics and political bosses, 

The first of the bosses to take the city govemment away 

from the Mexican politicians was Bryan Gallaghan, an rish-

man married to a Mexican woman. He took office in 1846. 

Callaghan's political power rested in his control of 

Mexican-American votes. He mied through friendship and 

love. He always protected his servants, helped them \ihen ^ 

they were sick, and never let them go hungry. When asked ^ 
«J 

upon one occasion whether or not he was a political boss, j 

he replied in part as follows: itl 

So far as I being boss, if I exercise J 
only influence among these people it is be- J 
cause of the many years I have lived among [j 
them that I was their friend and they could 
trust me. I take no advantage from their 
ignorance. I buried raany a one of them 
with my money and married raany a one of 
them; it wasn't two or three days before 
the election, but through the year around, 
and they have always been true to me; and 
if it earned me the title of boss, every 
effort and ali ray money went for the bene-
fit of the Democratic ticket from President 
to constable; and if that is what earned 
it, I am proud of it. 

^ Jovita Gonzales, "Social Life in Cameron, Starr 
and Zapata Gounties," (Unpublished M. A. Thesis, University 
of Texas, Austin, Texas, 1930), p. 85. 

c2 
^ Weeks, op, cit,, p. 614. 

file:///ihen


36 

In 1885, Callaghan's son, "King Bryan" Gallaghan II, 

became mayor and held the office periodically until his 

53 death in 1912,-^^ After the poll tax was instituted as a 

prerequisite for voting, Callaghan's political supporters 

simply paid the poll tax for Mexican-Americans who in turn 

were told how to vote,^^ The attitude of Mexican-Americans 

toward voting v;as described in the following manner by 

Kathleen Gonzales: 

The real home-seeker, which is the . . . 
very poor Mexican, cares very little for ^ 
this country's govemment, He never be- Q; 
comes interested in politics unless it prom- K, 
ises him a position. If by becoming a ? 
citizen, paying his poll tax, and gambling í 
on election day as to the party which will "̂  
win, he may obtain a city position as street 2 
cleaner or laborer, he does so, but not ^ 
willingly, The Mexican laborer is an in- K 
strument in the hands of the political tQ 
machinery of this city, and he holds his J 
position as long as the party he voted for 5 
is in power, As soon as a new party is in- I-
stalled, he loses his position; but he soon 
changes and becomes in favor of the party 
in office, and thus secures his old place. 
If asked about the stand the party in power 
takes about certain important questions, he 
is unable to give an answer because he does 
not know; neither does he make it his busi-
ness to find out. He is easily won over 

-̂  Audrey Granneberg, "Maury Maverick's San 
Antonio," Survey Graphic, Vol. 28 (July, 1939), p. 421. 

^^Edwin L. Dickens, "The Poll Tax in Texas," (Un-
published M. A. Thesis, Texas University of Arts and 
Industries, Kingsville, Texas, 1963), p. 76, 
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by a good speaker; not by what is said 
so much, but by the admiration a Mexi-
can has for a good orator,-̂  

Cultural Developments of Mexican-Americans 
in South Texas from 

1900 to 1950 

Cultural conflict intensified in south Texas with 

the outbreak of the Mexican Revolution in the first decade 

of the 20th century. Bloody incidents and violence were 

56 the order of the day. No one knew how many Anglo-

Americans, Mexican-Araericans, and Mexican civilians were y 

killed along the border in these years. The estiraate, J 

K according to Walter Prescott Webb, ranged from 500 to 5000. '̂  

Incidents of all kinds, with which the record is full, ? 

57 ^ 
served to keep alive and worsen the old antagonisms. ^ 

D 
During the Mexican Revolution and the confusion Jj 

u 
of World War I, from Brownsville to Calexico, raiders ^ 

crossed and recrossed the border exploiting the chaos and 

hatreds on both sides of the line. On March 9, 1916, 

Pancho Villa spread terror up and down the border with 

his raid on Columbus, New Mexicc Before much time had 

^^Kathleen M. Gonzales, "The Mexican Family in 
San Antonio," (Unpublished M. A. Thesis, University of 
Texas, Austin, Texas, 1928), p. 22, 

56 
Dobie, op, cit., pp. 43-68. See also Tracv.H. 

Lewis, Along the Rio Grande iNew York: Lewis Publishmg 
Cc, 1916), PP- 177-178. 

'̂̂ Webb, op. cit.. pp. 477-478. 
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passed, the Pershing expedition was deep in Mexican 

territory. Over two thousand postcards a day were sold in 

El Paso depicting cmelty of Mexicans while American 

troops marched through the streets singing: 

It's a long way to capture Villa; 
It's a long way to go; 
It's a long way across the border 
Where the dirty greasers grow.58 

During this bloody period, hundreds of civilians were 

killed. Anglo-Americans were killed by vengeful Villistas, 

at times for no other reason than that they were "gringoes." 

Mexican-Americans were killed in Texas chiefly because 

they were "greasers."^^ 

In an article in World's Work, George Marvin re-

ported that: 

The killing of Mexicans . . , along the 
border in these last four years is almost 
incredible, . . . Some Rangers have degen-
erated into common man-killers. There is 
no penalty for killing, for no jury along 
the border would ever convict a white man 
for shooting a Mexican , , . Reading over 
Secret Service records makes you feel as 
though there was an open game season on 
Mexicans along the border,60 

58 
Lev/is, op, cit,, p. 190. This song was sung to 

the tune of the popular ballad "Tipperary," Although it 
may appear somewhat spurious, the Lewis' observations of 
1916 and 1917 do indicate the character of cultural con-
fiict between Anglo-Americans and Mexican-Americans, 

"^' ' 

>. 

k 
} 

l 

59M McWilliams, op, cit.. p. 112, 

George Marvin, "The Quick and the Dead on the 
Border," World's Work. Vol, 33 (January, 1917), p. 295, 

k 
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Some Texas Rangers reported that "we met two 

Mexicans on the road but did not have time to bury them." 

The Rangers were described as ". . . the most coldblooded 

bunch of persons in the world . . . they have no regard 

for human life whatever." 

Venustiano Carranza, President of Mexico, in a 

well-documented report, charged that 114 Mexican-Americans 

were murdered in south Texas. A nuraber of American offi-

cials acknowledged the accuracy of the charge. In an 

editorial on November 18, 1922 The New York Times said l̂  
î 

that "the killing of Mexicans without provocation is so J 
„63 

See also George Marvin, "Bandits and the Borderland," 
World's Work, Vol, 32 (October, 1916), pp. 656-663. 

Lewis, op. cit., pp. 176-177. 

^^McWilliams, op. cit., p. 112. See also "Mexican 
Rights in the United States," Nation, Vol. 115 (July 12, 
1922), pp. 51-53. 

^^See The New York Tiraes, Noveraber 18, 1922, 
quoted in Mcí/illiams, op, cit,, p. 113. 

f^ 

common as to pass almost unnoticed." ^ *J 
î 

Spearheaded by the comoletion of the rail lines, jj 

the westward movement of cotton, the spread of "winter û) 
i 

garden" fmit and vegetable production, and the rapid í̂  

economic expansion of south Texas after 1910, an enormous 

demand for unskilled labor developed. It so happened that 

the expansion of cotton into south Texas coincided with 
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the social revolution in Mexicc The dislocations of the 

Mexican Revolution forced thousands of Mexican citizens to 

move across the Rio Grande. From 70,981 in 1900, the num-

ber of persons of Mexican ancestry in Texas shot up to 

683,681 by 1930.̂ "̂  

The southern plantation met fourteenth-century 

feudalism in south Texas, and frora this meeting came the 

large-scale cotton and vegetable farming of the area. 

Based on the use of migratory Mexican labor and poor 

Mexican-Americans, the economy of south Texas grew rapidly. î 
Q! 

Educated to peonage in Mexico, with large families to help Q 

him, with little knowledge of the language or the intri- « 
:j 

casies of figures, the Mexican laborer, and his Mexican- jj 

American counterpart, fitted right into the serfdom of "1 
X 

south Texas agriculture. There was an attitude expressed ' 

by south Texas farraers and ranchers which summed up the 

dominant feelings of Anglo-Americans toward persons of 

Mexican background when they would say, "don't hire a 

white man, too damn stubborn. Give rae a Mex. If he don't 

65 do what I tell him, I'll knock his damn block off." 

^^McWilliams, op. cit., p. 178. 

^Day, op. cit., pp. 155-156. See also Ralph W, 
Steen, Twentieth Century Texas (Austin: The Steck Cc, 
1942), pp, 54-55 and Frank Goodwyn, Lone-Star Land (I-ew 
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1955), PP- 72-76, 
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By 1940, nearly 400,000 workers of Mexican ancestry 

labored in the fields of south Texas. During the harvest 

season, thousands of Mexican citizens came across the Rio 

Grande, with or without the approval of the two govern-

ments, If a worker could not get a passport, he simply 

went to an unguarded part of the river and swam over. 

Those who got in this way came to be known as "wetbacks." 

Many of them never returned to Mexicc 

Pauline Kibbe paints a picture of a typical occur-

rence in the lif e of migratory Mexican and Mexican-American Q: 

laborers in observing that: ^ 
í ^ 

,j 
On one Sunday aftemoon in October, 496 j 

migratory labor trucks were counted on the j 
streets of . . . a city of between 40,000 itj 
and 50,000. Each tmck carries an average ^ 
of fifteen migrants, of all ages, which J 
means an estimated total of 7440 migrants J 
who had come to spend the week-end, seek U 
new employment, purchase their groceries, ^ 
ajid other suppíies, find a little recrea-
tion, etc Suppose each of the 496 trucks 
spent an average of 325. That is a total 
of S12,400 income to the business places 
of all kinds for one weekend. Yet no pro-
visions whatever had been made for taking 
care of this influx of people which occurs 
regularly every fall. There is no place 
provided where they may park their trucks, 
take a bath, change their clothes, even go 
to the toilet. 

World War II brought with it new employment oppor- ^ 

tunities for Mexican-Americans and Mexican nationais who , 
i 

Day, op. cit, 

67 
Pauline Kibbe, Latin-Americans in Texas 

(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1946), p. 177 
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did not return to their homeland. In every phase of the 

war, including the military plants and the training 

schools as well as the armed services, opportunities 

opened up for thousands of Mexican-Americans to learn new 

skills, to acquire new experiences, and to come in contact 

with entirely new currents of thought and opinion. In 

more than one comraunity, joint service in various civilian 

defense agencies had a raarked tendency to break down bar-

riers which had so long separated the Mexican-American 

from the rest of the population. Out of this wartime ex-

perience came a new pride in citizenship and a growing 

resentment of cultural differences manifested in forms of 

discrimination. 
68 San Antonio became the center for such 

developments, 

At the end of World War II a series of inciaents 

occurred in south Texas which indicated that although the 

violence of the 19th and early 20th centuries may have 

ended, the old prejudicies and hatreds remained, A south 

Texas town refused to bury one of its war heroes because 

his name, Felix Longoria, revealed Mexican ancestry. 

Longoria had been killed in a battle with the Japanese 

after volunteering for a Philippine patrol. His body was 

shipped back to his wife in Texas, but the local under-

taker feared that the "whites" would object to his being 

68 

pp, 33-34 
Steen, op, cit,. pp, 302-308, and Goodwyn, op, cit.. 

î 
CQ 
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honored with funeral services in his chapel and burial in 

the community cemetery. Although a great deal of publicity 

resulted because of this incident, the Anglo-Americans in 

the community still refused burial and Longoria's body was 

interred by the United States in Arlington National Geme-

tery. 69 Another illustration of a similar attitude is the 

story of Sergeant Jose Mendoza Lopez, a winner of the Gon-

gressional Medal of Honor. He was denied service in a res-

taurant in a south Texas town because the restaurant ovmer 

would not serve Mexicans. Sergeant Lopez had just returned 

from a highly publicized "good will" tour of Mexico which 

had been arranged by the United States ârmy. Lopez pro-

tested with a vehemence that came as quite a surprise to 

70 the Anglo-American residents of the coramunity. Noting 

the reluctance of Anglo-Americans in south Texas to aban-

don their traditions of cultural prejudice, Garey 

McWilliams declared that Texans were not the political 

partners of the Fuhrer of Germany but they were the slaves 

to the same prejudices and superstitions. 71 

69 

70 

Goodwyn, op, cit., p. 34. 

McWilliams, op. cit., p. 261. See McWilliams' 

i 

k 

(Q 

account of similar incidents, pp. 262-265. 

71 Ibid,, pp, 270-271. 
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George I. Sanchez has systematically investigated 

many phases of the cultural background of Mexican-Americans 

72 
in south Texas,' Sanchez has called attention to the 

patterns of discrimination in employment, in schools, and 

in civic life throughout Texas, For example, in the course 

of a hike, a scoutmaster and his troop of Boy Scouts, all 

in uniform were ordered out of a public park because they 

were "Mexicans," Texas churches posted signs reading "For 

Colored and Mexicans" and refused Mexican-Americans per-
7 " ^ >• 

mission to attend the "white churches" on Sunday. '̂  H; 

Sanchez has also pointed out that: z 
*• 

In many ceraeteries, whether owned by "̂  
county authorities, by private individuals J 
or corporations, or by religious organiza- m 
tions , , , the bodies of 'Mexicans' are ^ ̂ _. ^ 
denied the right of burial, In those 'A 
cemeteries where such bodies are received J 
they are assigned to a separate plot of 5 
land, far enough from the plot destined ^ 
for the 'whites' so as to be sure that 
the bodies of the 'whites' will not be 
contaminated by the presgnce of the 
bodies of the Mexicans. 

72 
George I. Sanchez, Forgotten People (Albuquerque; 

University of New Mexico Press"̂  1940). See also Lyle 
Saunders, The Spanish SpeakiUjn: Population of Texas (Austin: 
The University of Texas Press, 1949)t and Kibbe, op. cit,, 
and Taylor, op, cit, 

73 
^George I. Sanchez, "Pachucos in the Making," 

Common Ground, Vol. 4 (Autumn, 1943), pp. 13-20, 

"̂̂ lbid., p, 15, 

í 
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Another example of the cultural conflict represented in 

social discrimination encountered by Mexican-Americans 

when dealing with Anglo-Americans was that of public rest-

rooms, In south Texas county courthouses, it has not been 

unusual to find signs posted which designated the toilets' 

75 use by "whites" only and Mexicans were told to keep out. 

Through the first half of the 20th century in 

south Texas, there were segregated public school facilities 

for Anglo-Anericans, Mexican-Americans, and Negroes. 

Mexican-iUnerican youth were segregated until the Junior ^ 
s 

high school grades. By that time, the Mexican-Anerican « 
Q) 

children were usually far behind the Anglo-American chil- "J 

dren in educational preparation. Mexican-American girls P 

usually dropped out of school by the beginning of the high ;,1 

school years. Most Mexican-American boys dropped out of ^ 

the public schools during the high school years prior to 

graduation. The language barrier, insufficient prepara-

tion in the lower grades, economic problems, and social 

discrimination combined to force Mexican-Araerican youth 
out of school. 

There was segregation in movie theaters. Certain 

sections of the local movie house were designated for 

Mexican-Americans and other sections for Anglo-Zimericans. 

Negroes were usually restricted to sitting in the balcony 

^^lbid,, p, 16, 
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of the theater, Hence, cultural conflict permeated all 

social relations including business, education, and recrea-

tion, 

Mexican-Americans and South Texas 
Politics from 1900 to 1950 

Several large and small political machines were 

built on the Mexican-American vote in south Texas counties 

prior to World War II, These machines were confined mainly 

to the personal holdings of from twenty-five to 1000 votes 

of small-time bosses based in the counties of south Texas. Î  
s 

These political organizers relied on the traditional tech- * 
Ql 

f ^ 

niques of ward heelers in dealing with iramigrant grouDS "J 
î 

everywhere: counsel in solving personal problems, aid in P 

times of economic distress, patronage, assistance before aj 
< 

governing authorities. The individual Mexican-American jj 

usually became qualified to vote at the behest of his boss 

or chief, who may have paid the poll tax and who often held 

the tax receipt until election day to insure discipline 

and orderly procedure. Economic dependency often made the 

control easier and in south Texas politics Anglo-Araerican 

employers have traditionaliy "voted" their "Mexicans." 

The boss could be seen delivering a basket of food at Thanks-

giving, packages of candy at Christraas, or helping sick 

Mexican-Americans secure a room at the local hospital, if 

there was one, The boss usually paid the doctor's bill. 
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These acts were not done simply for political purposes; if 

these acts had not been performed by the bose, they wonld 

not have been done at all, Usuaily the boss would repay 

his costs by deducting the money from the income of "his 
r-ir 

Mexicans" if the Mexican-Anerican worked for him, 

To a large extent, south Texas politics has neces-

sarily been a matter of negotiation with major and petty 

political bosses, There was, and still is, emphasis on 

the trade, the swap out, the quid pro quc The politician 

who attempted to appeal over the heads of the local bosses, ^ 

to go directly to the people, encountered a remarkable de- J 

gree of personal attachment and loyalty to the boss by "J 

"his" Mexican-Araericans, j 
Writing in 1946, Edgar Greer Shelton said it was )̂ 

< 

common knowledge that a political machine existed in San JJ 

Antonio and Bexar County, The Kilday brothers, Owen, who 

was Bexar County Sheriff, and Paui, who was United States 

Congressman, controlled a large section of the San Antonio 

electorate, This control was most extensive among the 
78 

Negro and Mexican-American voters of the city. 

Dickens, op. cit., pp. 74-85. 

'̂''̂V, 0, Key, Jr,, Southern Politics in State and 
Nation (New York: Alfred A, Knopf, 1949), p. 273. 

'^^Edgar Greer Shelton, "Political Conditions Among 
Texas Mexicans Along the Rio Grande," (Unpublished M. A, 
Thesis, University of Texas, Austin, Texas, 1946), p. 92. 
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The political machine of the Kilday brothers was a 

gigantic organization based on the priests of the Catholic 

churches, other Catholic agencies, the American Legion, 

and the Mexican vote. The Mexican vote was the primary re-

source of the machine since it provided the political 

wherewithal by which the Kilday brothers maintained their 

political power.'" 

The Kilday machine was similar to an army organiza-

tion. There was a marked pyraraidal system like the line 

organization of the military. When an election came 0; 
J 

around, the top raan gave the orders and they were trans- j 

mitted on down to the bottom of the pyraraid to the voters. '̂ 

Each man in the pyramid was given the job of seeing certain 2 

people. At the base of the pyramid were the voters who líi 
y 

supplied the necessary votes to keep the ooliticians in r 
80 power, 

Herschel Bernard, a dose observer of San Antonio 

politics, described a typical election day in the Mexican-

American section of the city during the tenure of Sheriff 

Kilday. He said that: 

Sheriff Kilday could put fifty pistols 
on the west side on the day of the election 
and fear did the rest. When you have a 

^%bid, 

®^Ibid., pp, 93-94, 
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sheriff's deputy at every polling place 
wearing his pistol, Mexican-Americans 
voted 'right,'81 

There have been political factors influencing the 

behavior of Mexican-Americans other than the patron or 

boss. In south Texas these factors have been, and still 

are, prime forces supplementing the traditions and prac-

tices of Anglo-American patemalism. 

The attitude of many Mexican-Americans toward the 

poll teix was a major governing factor in south Texas poli-

tics. Many Mexican-Americans could not comprehend paying 

Sl.75 for the right to vote several months later. The 

economic impact of the poll tax was a critical factor in 

Mexican-American participation: there simply were many 

Mexican-Americans who could not afford to pay the tax. 

Another factor influencing the position of Mexican-Americans 

in south Texas politics has been, and remains, the residency 

law whereby a citizen must have lived in the county six 

months before being eligible to vote. Mexican-American 

migration from job to job, as they followed the different 

crops that required harvesting, caused disfranchisement of 

prospective voters, The customs of Mexican-Americans have 

played an important role in the politics of the group. For 

example, Mexican-Americans have long felt that a woman's 

place was in the home; consequently, most, if not all. 

3 

81 
Interview with Herschel Eernard in San Antonio, 

Texas, December 29, 1967. 
î 
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Mexican-American women were not encouraged to participate 

in politics. This traditional reservation on political 

participation is still an obstacle in the path of Mexican-

American leaders who do not wish to offend the customs of 
8? their people. 

Summary 

The cultural background of Mexican-Americans in 

south Texas and San Antonio is a long one. The heritage 

of Mexican-Americans stretches back as far as the Spanish, v 
Q: 

and conceivably even farther back to the Indians. The ^ 
Q: 

cultural background of south Texas is one filled with inci- ,5 
dents of cultural conflict between Mexican-Araericans and I 

1(1 
Anglo-Araericans. To the dominant group in south Texas, h» 

tQ 

the Anglo-Americans, the Mexican-Americans were the intmd- J 

ers, Anglo-Araericans have for generations looked upon I-

the Mexicsin-Araericans as non-essential things or persons 

that exist only at the suffrance of the superior race. 

The notion that Mexican-Americans count for nothing dies 

very slowly in south Texas. 

There is a strong element of racism in the rela-

tions between the Anglo-Americans and the Mexican-Americans. 

The Anglos have traditionally looked upon the Mexicans as 

non-white and essentially inferior. 

^^Madla, op. cit., p. 71 
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The Mexican-Americans in south Texas and San 

Antonio have been raanaged politically in the same way as 

national minority groups in major urban centers of the 

northeastem United States. For the most part, the 

Mexican-Americans remained unacculturated and unassimilated 

into the culture of Anglo-American south Texas. Many of 

the Mexican-Americans did not speak English, had little 

education, and had only the raost remote conception of 

Anglo-Saxon governmental institutions. They have been the 

subject of coercive influences which are usually brought 

to bear on depressed groups because of their low economic 

status. 

There has been remarkably little independent polit-

ical action by Mexican-Americans in south Texas. This is 

explainable not alone by political indifference but also by 

voting requirements, Though disfranchisement measures have 

not been directed specifically at Mexican-Americans, their 

effective enfranchisement has usually been brought about 

by individuals primarily interested in utilizing their 

votes, In most areas throughout south Texas, unsponsored 

individual Mexican-Araericans raet a barrier at the ballot 

box sirailar in character to that which discouraged Negro 

voting in most of the southern United States. Political 

machines and political bosses based upon a system of Anglo-

American paternalism has been the primary political heri-

tage of Mexican-Americans in south Texas and San Antonic 

(t: 

(Q 

5 

1/. »• 

li 

î ' 
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CHAPTER II 

POLITICAL ROLE AND THE SOCIO-EGONOMIC 

CONDITIONS OF MiEXICAN-AMERICANS 

IN SAN ANTONIO 

On the social level, analysis of political role 

defines the relationship or interaction between actors in 

a political setting. Socio-economic conditions raay pro-

vide a basis for defining such a social relationship. Q: 
$ 

Indeed, Robert Lane suggests that the economic interpre- g 

tation of politics includes the desire of man to satisfy ^ 

his needs for economic and social well-being through polit- itj 

ical channels. The utilization of political channels to ^ 

improve socio-economic conditions is a product of polit- i 

ical activity. The nature of socio-economic conditions, 

therefore, relates directly to the social level of polit-

ical role and the political setting. In order to relate 

socio-economic conditions to political role and political 

setting, there is a need to review the literature of 

political science. 

-^Robert Lane, Political Life: Why People Get 
Involved in Politics (New York: The Free Press, 1959) 
pp, 101-108, 

52 
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A Note on Literature for Analyzin^ 
Socio-Economic Gonditions 

and Political Role 

Robert Dahl indicates that there are three stages 

through which an ethnic group passes in using political 

channels to improve socio-economic conditions, These 

stages are as follows: 

First stage: Members of an ethnic group in this 

first stage of political role are alraost exclusively pro-

letarian. They work with their hands, for wages, in shops 

and factories, They are low in socio-economic status, in- Q̂  
s 

come, and influence, For leadership, they depend upon 5 
Q 

influential politicians from previously assimilated ethjiic *̂  

groups, In this first stage, the group ordinarily has a [j 

high degree of political homogeneity, Ethnic sirailarity tij 
s 

is associated with similarity in political attitudes. The fj 
I-

member of the group may be a resident of a ghetto, a mera-

ber of a faraily with low and uncertain income, a victim 

of uneraployment, a person of little social prestige, or an 

object of discriraination by raiddle-class citizens of Anglo-
Saxon stock. 

Second stage: In the second stage of political 

role, the group has becorae raore heterogeneous. There is 

socio-economic diversity; the group is no longer prole-

tarian. An increasing and significant proportion of the 

group have white-collar jobs and other social character-

istics of the middle-class. Some gain considerable 
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political influence from higher status, income, and self-

confidence, Th^y challení̂ e and overthrow tĥ - inonmbent 

leaders on whom they previously were dependent. Although 

the political homogeneity of the group declines in the 

second stage, the group retains a high sensitivity to 

their ethnic origins. Gonsequently, an ethnic candidate 

can still activate strong sentiments of ethnic support in 

all strata of his ethnic group. 

Third stage; In the third stage of political role, 

the group has becorae highly heterogeneous. Large segraents f^ 
s 

are assimilated into the raiddle-class strata: they have * 

middle-class jobs, live in middle-class neighborhoods and *J 

look to others of the middle-class for friends, associates, P 

and marriage partners. In this third stage of development, '.(j 
ethnic politics is often enbarrassing or raeaningless. 

Political attitudes and interests have become a function 

of socio-economic factors identified with the middle-class 
2 

rather than old ethnic ties. 

Oscar Handlin, in his raajor contribution to the 

study of ethnic groups, has pointed out that, "the end of 

politics is the exercise of power through the state—in 

which are embodied all the socially recognized instruraents 

of control and coercion."-^ Ethnic groups have not become 

2 
Robert Dahl, Who Governs? (New Haven: Yale 

University Press, 1961), pp, 34-35. 

^Oscar Handlin, The Uprooted (Boston: Little, 
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politically active iimnediately upon immigration to the 

United States. Political activity developed when socio-

economic needs led the ethnic group to the ballot box. 

With the recognition of their socio-economic needs, 

ethnic groups have become more active politically. How-

ever, one of the major obstacles in the path of the polit-

ical articulation of ethnic groups has been their socio-

economic conditions. 

Seymour M. Lipset has argued, with regard to 
>. 

socio-economic conditions and political role, that polit- Q: 

ical participation is restricted for those persons in a U 

position of low socio-economic status. Lipset observes ^ 

that: lu 
h. 

The low participation of the very poor . . . jj 
is partly attributable to their stmggle for J 
existence which leaves no energy for 'invest- ii 
ment' in political activity, the resuits of ^ 
which are in any case dubious. Lower-class 
individuals have fewer friends and a narrower 
geographic range of social contacts than those 
of higher strata; they read few books . . . 
which would contribute to a deeper involve-
ment . . . low status appears to isolate 
people from involvement in the larger cul-
ture, and restricts their attention to the 
more trivial aspects of life.5 

Brown and Cc, 1951), p. 201. See also Oscar Handlin, 
Immigration as a Factor in American History (Englewood 
Gliffs: Prentice-Hall, Inc, 1959). 

^lbid,, pp. 201-206. 

^Seymour M, Lipset, Political Man: The Social 
Bases of Politics (Garden City: Doubleday and Oo., 1960), 
pp. 205-206, 
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In addition to the raanner in which low socio-

economic status serves to restrict the political role of 

poor people, there is a peculiar problem confronting the 

women of low socio-economic groups. Lipset notes that: 

The position of the married woman illus-
trates the problem of available tirae or dis-
pensability as a detriment of political 
activity. The sheer deraands on a housewife 
and mother mean that she has little oppor-
tunity or need to gain politically relevant 
experiences . , . . Women who are freed 
from some of the burden of the housewife 
should come closer to approximating the 
political role of men.6 y 

ct: 

Middle-class and upper-class American women have ij 

fewer children and more labor saving devices than do the '3 

women of low socio-econo.ic faailies. These socio-economic 5 

factors, as well as general conditions, have a direct cor-

relation with the political role of Mexican-Americans, It X 
I i 

is a raaxim of political science that the higher the socio-
7 

economic status, the more active the political role, 

Mexican-iVraerican Socio-Economic 
Conditions in San Antonio 

Before World War II 

Mexicsm-Americans in San Antonio in the years pre-

ceding World War II were in a severely depressed socio-

Ibid. See also Lane, op. cit., pp. 243-251 on 
social pattems and participation, 

7 
Angus Campbell, Philip Gonverse, warren r'áiler, 

and Donald Stokes, The American Voter (New York: John 
Wiley & Sons, Inc, 1960), pp. 354-356. See also Lester 
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economic condition, The Mexican-Americans were of very 

low socio-economic status, 

According to statistics compiled in 1929 by the 

Municipal School Authority of San Antonio, fifty-six per 

cent of the children enrolled in the priraary schools bore 

Mexican names, twenty-two per cent in the jtmior high 

schools, and only nine per cent in the senior high 

schools. Max Handman reported that of the Mexican- . 

American population of 101,709 about 90,000 were in the !|å^ 

city of San Antonio to the presence of this large group of 
Q 

Mexican-Americans."^ 

A high death rate and a high illiteracy rate were 

socio-economic characteristics of Mexican-Americans in the 

1920's and the 1930's. The illiteracy among Mexican-

Americans was higher than that of Negroes, Illiteracy 
Milbrath, Political Participation (Chicago: Rand McNally & 
C c , 1965), pp. 110-141. 

nVIax S, Handman, "San Antonio," Survey, Vol, 66 
(May 1, 1931), pp. 163-166, 

^lbid,, p, 166. 

\ 

peon class, He wrote that this was "a narae which was often h 
K 

used to describe the manner of living of the Mexicans as ft 
Ql 

well as to excuse the failure of the comm\mity to supply J 
them with better living conditions." Handman also reported Û 

that "there vms an utter indifference on the part of the 
«1 

3 

:\^ 
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among the other non-English speaking stock taken as a 

whole was much less."^^ Table 1 illustrates these socio-

economic conditions, 

In the 1930's San Antonio's "Mexican Town" was 

described by Ralph Maitland as one of the most extensive 

slum areas anywhere in the United States.-^"^ The Mexican-

American death rate per 10,000 deaths was high enough to 

give to San Antonio the distinction of being the second 

ranking city in death rates araong the five largest cities 

12 
in Texas. Table 2 presents this data. ^ 

Nearly all of the Mexican-Araericans were poverty J 

stricken and a majority of the 20,000 farailies were depen- '3 

dent upon private charity and what aid they could secure j 

from state and local government, In 1940, in San Antonio, 

there were fifty-four public and thirty-eight private >< 
l i 

social agencies, Some of the agencies were directly con-

cerned with Mexican-Amiericans such as the Guadalupe 

Community Genter, St. Anthony's Home for Mexican-American 

working girls, Gasa Regina, Latin-American Recreation 

H. T, Manuel, "The Mexican Population of Texas," 
Southwestern Social Science Quarterly, Vol. 15 (June, 1934), 
p. 48. 

Ralph Maitland, "San Antonio, The Sharae of Texas," 
Forum and Century, Vol. 102 (August, 1939), p. 53. 

12 
Manuel, op. cit.. p. 48. The five largest cities 

in Texas in 1930 were Houston, Dallas, San Antonio, Fort 
Worth, and El Pasc 
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TABLE 1 

ILLITERACY AIÍD DEATH RATES IN 
TEXAS COUNTIES 1930 

Deaths 
Per cent per 
illiteracy^ 10,000 

1. Counties with large 
Mexican (but not Negro) 
population. 15.5 98 

2. Counties with large >, 
Negro (but not Mexican) Q: 
population. 6,7 86 J 

3, Counties with large 
Negro and Mexican 
population. 11.5 99 

00 
. « * 

4. Counties with few ^ 
Negro and Mexican fî 
population. 1*7 58.5 Ĵ  

II 
5. German and Czech ^ 

counties, 6.7 89 

6. State average. 6.8 96 

^llliteracy was defined by the United States 
census as based upon census taker's record of whether a 
person 10 years of age or older "can read or write in 
any language." 

SOURCE: H. T. Manuel, "The Mexican Population of Texas," 
Southwestern Social Science Quarterly, Vol. 15 
(June, 1934), p. 48. 
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(P TABLE 2 

DEATH RATES IN TfîE FIVE LARGEST 
CITIES OF TEXAS IN 1930 

Deaths y 
City per tt 

10,000 J 

*J 

I 
UJ 

El Paso 171 

San Antonio 146 K 

Houston 107 J 

Dallas 107 ^ 

Fort Worth 104 

SOURCE: H. T, Manuel, "The Mexican Population of Texas," 
Southwestern Social Science Quarterly, Vol. 15 
(June, 1934), p, 48. 
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Center, and the Mexican Ghristian Institute. However, 

most of the agencies were not designed for any one ethnic 

group. The public agencies included numerous programx 

directed at disadvantaged residents of San Antonic There 

was the Bexar Gounty Ghild Support Department, a United 

States and a Texas indigent childrens prograra, a Bexar 

County Public Health Departraent, a City-County Welfare 

Agency, Works Project Administration District Office, the 

San Antonio City Housing Authority, and numerous others.^ 

Housing in "Mexican Town" was very poor. Floor-

less shacks, renting at $2 to .̂8 per month, were crowded 

together on nearly every lot. The houses were generally 

without plumbing, sewage connections or electric lights. 

Open shallow water wells were situated only a few feet 

from unsanitary outdoor toilets. Streets and sidewalks 

were unpaved and became mudholes in rainy weather. 

Employment opportunities and conditions were bad. 

The plight of the pecan shellers of San Antonio was typi-

cal of the working conditions for persons of Mexican back-

ground. Pecan shelling was the industry in San Antonio 

during the 1930's employing the most Mexican-Araerican 

l'̂  "̂ San Antonio Public Service Cc , An Economic and 
Industrial Survey of San Antonic September, 1942, pp, 306-
311. 

Audrey Granneberg, "Maury Maverick's San Antonio," 
Survev Graphic Vol, 28 (July, 1939), p. 423. 

ft 

? 

5 
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laborers, Under the system utilized, several thousand 

workers were employed at various times of the year, An 

average pecan sheller could earn about five cents an hour 

15 
or í:2,50 a week. -" H. A, Shapiro concluded that: 

The living conditions were beyond belief, 
The only vital substances that ever thrived 
in the area were the gerras of tuberculosis 
and infant diarrhea, Thousands of human 
beings living in decrepit wooden shacks or 
in crowded corrals, shelled pecans in a 
race with starvation, In these homes, 
which lacked toilets and mnning water 
lived fully two-thirds of San Antonio's 
residents of Mexican ancestry,l6 

The attitude of the city at large towards the < 
Q: 

Mexican-Americans was a mixture of indifference and resent- ,5 
•J 

ment, Audrey Granneberg reported that a commonly offered 2 
UJ 

solution to the problem was, "they ought to be sent back h 
CQ 

Pauline Kibbe observed the socio-economic condi- h 

17 to Mexico where they came frora," 

tions of Mexican-Amiericans in San Antonio in the 1940' s 

and concluded that there had been little change and, per-

haps, it was worse than previous times, The usual pattem 

15 ̂Seldon C, Menefee and Orin Cassmore, Pecan-
Shellers of San Antonio, WPA, Division of Research, 1940, 
n, p, 

H. A. Shapiro, "Pecan Shellers of San Antonio, 
Texas," Southwestern Social Science Quarterly, Vol. 32 
(March, 1952), pp, 230-231, 

17 
Granneberg, op. cit,, p, 424, 
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was for the Mexican-Americans to live, primarily, in one 

section of town, partly because they wanted to be close to 

one another; partly because their language made it raore 

convenient for them to live among those who spoke the same 

tongue; but often because they were not permitted to rent 

or own property anywhere except in the "Mexican Town," 

regardless of their social, educational, or economic 

status. There simply was no other place to live."̂ ® 

Mexican-American Socio-Economic _, 
Gonditions in San Antonio Ct 

During the 1940's ^ 

During World war II, San Antonio had the questionable 02 
• • * 

•J 
distinction of having the highest tuberculosis death rate ^ 

of any large city in the United States. The highest rate r* 

of death from the disease was araong the Mexican-Americans. ^ 
1 •• 

The Texas State Department of Health in 1944 indicated a 1* 

tuberculosis death rate among Anglo-Araericans of 31 per 

100,000 population; among Negroes, of 95 per 100,000; and 

among Mexican-Americans, of 209 per 100,000. In other 

words, the Mexican-Araerican death rate was about seven 

times that of the Anglo-Americans in Texas. San Antonio, 

with an estimated population of 107,000 Mexican-Araericans 

in 1944, listed the following nuraber of deaths frora tuber-

culosis per 100,000: 45.6 among Anglo-Americans, 88 among 

1 o 
Pauline Kibbe, Latin-Americans in Texas 

(Albuquerque: The University of New Mexico Press, 1946), 
pp. 123-124. 
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Negroes, and 143 araong Mexican-Araericans.''-^ 

The cause of the high incidence of tuberculosis 

among Mexican-Americans in San Antonio was explained by Dr. 

David M. Gould as follows: 

The most obvious reason why one Latin 
American out of twenty was found to have 
tuberculosis is poverty. These people 
have been exploited as a source of cheap 
labor; they harvest the crops, shell the 
pecans, wash the clothes, and dig the 
ditches, For this they receive barely 
enough to keep body and soul together . . . 
The natural corollaries of such condi-
tions are cheap, congested, ramshackle . 
houses, narrow, unpaved streets, few (̂  
toilets, few water faucets, and a mini- iC 
mum of electricity. Diets are monotonous, J 
high in starch, low in protein, and ,2 
lacking in milk, raeat, f m i t s , and vege- "J 
tables, Under such conditions education 5 
is cursory . . , All these factors mean JJ 
a low standard of living which under- !•• 
mines resistance and raakes the Latin t/j 
American an easy mark for the tubercle J 
bacillus, A vicious circle is established Q 
when the tuberculosis Latin American be- K 
comes poorer and sicker, spreading bac-
teria to his crowded family and numerous 
contacts, and pyramiding the poverty and 
disease among his people.20 

Infant and m a t e m a l raortality rates in San Antonio 

during World War II further indicate the severity of the 

socio-economic probleras faced by Mexican-Araericans. Table 3 

shows that the number of births among Mexican-Americans 

"like A Sore Thumb (San Antonio: Bexar County 
Tuberculosis Association, 1945), n. p, 

^^Public Health Reports, Vol, LX, N c 5 (Washington, 
D . C : Federal Security Agency, United States Public Health 
Service, U, S. Printing Office, 1945), p. 123. 'í 

;4 
I •'••-' 
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TABLE 3 

INFANT MORTALITY IN SAI\Í ANTONIO 
SELECTED YEARS 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Totals 

SOURCE: Pauline 

Live 

Anglo 

3,140 

3,789 

4,580 

5,294 

4.789 

21,556 

Births 

Mexican 

3,415 

3,937 

4,264 

4,977 

4,843 

21,436 

Kibbe, Latin Anericans 

Infant 

Anglo 

144 

138 

160 

179 

160 

781 

Deaths 

Mexican 

525 

375 

361 

511 

523 

2,295 

in Texas 

tt 

5 
Q) 
g 
î 

(Albuquerque: The University of New Mexico 
Press, 1946), p. 131. 
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and Anglo-Americans during the five year period l^MO-1944 

were about equally divided. The number of infant deaths 

were far from equally divided. The high infant death rate 

among the Mexican-Americans was attributed priraarily to 

21 
diarrhea and enteritis. Table 4 shows that there was an 

even greater disparity between the ethnic groups in the 

number of mothers who died in giving birth to these chil-

dren, 

There was a vicious cycie repressing the Mexican-

Americans. For the most part, they or their oarents had t^ 

.een the victi.s of socio-econo.io discri.ination and ex- 5 

ploitation at the hands of their employers. The result *̂  

was that all members of a household who could work had to H 

work a full day in order to obtain the bare necessities of C/j 
3 

life for the faraily. When the families are so poor that fj 

even the children must work, it becoraes impossible to secure 

the minimum of education for the children. A man without 

an education had no other choice than to become a common 

laborer just like his parents. Upon becoraing a comraon 

laborer, the worker received very poor wages which forced 

him to put his own children to work. The cycle was com-

pleted and continued from generation to generation. 

If a person is a common laborer with very low 

income, he is badly housed, has a poor diet, and is easy 

21 
Kibbe, op. cit., p. 131. 
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TABLE 4 

MATERNAL DEATHS IN SAN ANTONIO 
SELECTED YEARS 

Maternal Deaths 

Anglo Mexican 0; 

5 
QJ 

1942 5 29 ^ 

1943 6 25 3 

1944 1 22 ;j 

Totals 14 77 .í̂  

SOURCE: Pauline Kibbe, Latin Araericans in Texas 
(Albuquerque: The university or New Wexico Press, 
1946), p. 131 
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prey for disease. He is without water or sewer facilities. 

He is forced to live "across the tracks" or "on the other 

side of the river," where the neighborhoods are generally 

without playgrounds or public facilities, poorly lighted 

or with no lights at all; he is subjected to unsyrapathetic 

law enforcement officials; and, worst of ali, he is faced 

with inadequate school buildings and insufficiently 

trained teachers. This vicious cycle was priraarily the 

result of widespread socio-econoraic discriraination 

practiced by Anglo-Americans due to their deep-seated prej- ft 

udices against Mexican-Americans. J 

The wages which were paid to Mexican-Americans and ^ 

the opportunities offered for eraployment were, in the final i i 

analysis, plain and simple exploitation according to Carlos fî 

23 X 
Gastaneda, a University of Texas History Professor. '^ This i! 

r* 

economic discrimination was based on the assumption that 

the Mexican-American was inferior to the Anglo-American in 

ability and physical endurance. Yet, according to 

Castaneda, the Mexican-American was employed in skilled 

jobs, which he performed well, at coramon labor wages. 
22 

From the statement by Reverend John J. Birch, 
Executive Secretary of the Bishop's Committee for the 
Spanish Speaking, San Antonio, Texas. Statement made in a 
public hearing before the President's Gommittee on Civil 
Rights, May 14, 1947, V/ashington, D. C. in Alonso Perales 
(ed,), Are We Good Neighbors? (San Antonio: Artes Graficas, 
1948), pp. 53-54. 

23 
Carlos Castaneda, "Dtatement on j)iscrimination 

Against Mexican-Americans in Employment," in Ibid., p. 61, 
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Also, the Mexican-i^erican was employed in the hardest and 

filthiest type of work in industry and in agriculture in 

spite of the allegation that he was too weak to do a good 

day's work, The Mexican-American was, therefore, paid an 

inferior wage for hard work that no one else would do for 

that or any other wage, 

The pattern of socio-economic discrimination in 

San Antonio in the 1940's can be shown by several illus- ^̂ | 

trations, On Febmary 21, 1945, the newspaper, La Prensa 

in San Antonio printed an article from a Mexican newspaper, Oí 

The newspaperman, Montiel Olvera, was described as one of IQ 

/ 
t 

Mexico's outstanding columnists, Olvera wrote: 

24ibid, 

^^La Prensa, Febmary 21, 1945. See also H. C. 
Woodbridge, "Mexico and U, S, Racism," Commonweal, Vol. 42 
(June 22, 1945), PP. 234-237, 

m 

We do not understand how it is possibie for u 
such cordial friendship to exist from country '* 
to country, nor for our contribution to the war J 
effort to be over-estimated at the same tirae J 
our fellow-citizens in certain sections of the U 
North American Union are segregated as though ** 
they were afflicted with leprosy. We do not 
understand the attitude of those who deny to 
the good neighbor admission to a restaurant, a 
theater, or a church, after said neighbor has 
offered his blood in the fields of battle 
against nazism and nipponism. We do know that 
on the part of the American Government there 
is the most cordial attitude toward our Govern-
ment and our people, on the othe r hand there is 
the different, diametrically opposed and posi-
tively adverse attitude of the private citizens 
of that Republic.25 
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During World War II the War Housing Center in San 

Antonio was responsible for securing housing for workers 

in the military departments and at the railitary bases. 

The Director of the Center had 306 listings of apartraents 

for rent but he said that he had been requested by the 

owners not to rent any of them to Mexican-Americans or 

Negroes, The Mexican-Americans and the Negroes were 

supplying thousands of víorkers for the local military 

fields and camps at the tirae. 
>. 

Perfecto Solis was a native of Laredo, Texas, a 0: 
J 

veteran of World War II, in which he was severely wounded. ^ 
J 

He married an Anglo-American girl from New Jersey whom he ^ 

met during the war when she was a registered nurse. ile- (AJ 

turning to Texas after the war, they raoved to San Antonio '-T 

where they atterapted to purchase a horae under a veterans' n 

prograra, When the dealer learned that Solis was Mexican-

Araerican, the dealer refused to sell the house because of 

restrictive clauses against the purchase of such real 

estate by Mexican-Americans. Mrs. Solis expressed an 

inability to understand such restrictive clauses against 

Mexican-Americans in general and veterans in particular. 

Mr. Solis said, however, such behavior was quite common 
27 in San Antonic 

Pf) 
Perales, op. cit., p. 124. 

^^lbid., pp. 139-140. 
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Upon his return to San Antonio after service 

during World War II, Leopoldo C. Mancilla applied for a 

veteran's loan to purchase a home in a housing addition 

listed "Homes for Veterans Only." When he visited the 

real-estate dealer and showed the dealer his loan certif-

icate and his Army discharge papers, Manciila was not able 

to purchase a house because the housing addition was not 

open to Mexican-Americans. 

Walter A. Gipprich, who was frora Maryland, met and 
>. 

married Esther Leyva during the war. The coupie had two (i; 

children. In July, 1947, Gipprich rented an apartment at 2 

a time when his wife was in the hospital. He had no diffi- ^ 

culty renting the apartraent along with his two children; 

however, upon the return from the hospital of his wife, '.'J 

the landlady informed them they would have to move out. 

Since Mrs. Gipprich was Mexican-Anerican, neighbors com-

plained of "Mexicans" living in the apartraent house. The 

Gipprich faraily raoved out "in the best interest of all 
2Q 

concerned," said Gipprich. " 

Discrimination with regard to housing was but one 

problem depicting the socio-economic conditions of Mexican-

Americans, although it distinctively showed the nature of 

Anglo-Araerican feelings. Refusals to serve Mexican-

Americans at restaurants, barbershops, theaters, swimming 

^^lbid., pp. 142-143 

^^lbid,, pp. 144-145 

X 
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pools, and other public places were quite common in the 

days of World War II and immediately thereafter, The 

socio-economic status of Mexican-Americans was quite low 

and discrimination practiced by Anglo-Americans rather 
30 widespread,-^ 

Mexican-American Socio-Economic 
Conditions in San Antonio 

Since World War II 

World War II was an economic stimulus immediately 

for San Antonio but not for the city's Mexican-Americans, v 

The city was engulfed in a massive military build-up that ^ 
Oí 

hired raany of the unemployed. Most of the job opportunities .5 
*J 

required education, skill, or previous experience. The î̂ ' 
? 

spending by the military poured millions of dollars into 1« 
(Q 

the local economy in constmction and purchasing. Military J 

and civilian payrolls represented substantial economic h 

gain for San Antonio businessmen and skilled workers.-^ 

With rapid economic growth in San Antonio, thou-

sands of Mexican-Americans moved into the city from south 

^^lbid., pp. 139-213. See also Sister Mary John 
Murray, A Socio-Cultural Study of 118 Mexican Farailies 
Living in a Low Rent Public Housing Pro.ject n San Antonio, 
Texas (Washington: The Catholic University of America 
Press, 1954) for an in-depth study of Mexican-Araerican 
socio-economic conditions in San Antonio at the end of 
World War II. 

31 
Eugene Rodriguez, Jr., "Henry B. Gonzalez: A 

Political Profile," (Unpublished M, A, Thesis, Ot. Mary's 
University, San Antonio, Texas, 1965), p. 26. 
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Texas. Some Mexican-Americans already living in San 

Antonio did receive eraployraent opportunities from the 

military build-up. Large numbers of Mexican-Americans, 

lacking educational qualifications, skills, and training, 

received very little help in rising above their socio-

economic probleras. With the large influx of Mexican-

Americans from south Texas, Mexican-American socio-

economic conditions remained depressed. In 1950, those 

areas that contained the great majority of Mexican-

Living Area 

San Antonio may be divided into quadrants. The 

overwhelming majority of Mexican-Americans live in that 

section of San Antonio known as the "WEST SID?^." The east 

side of San Antonio is essentially N e g r c The south side 

of the city is where a major portion of lower-and-middle-

class Anglo-Americans reside. The north side is the "silk 

stocking" area of San Antonio composed primarily of upper-

middle-class and upper-class Anglo-Americans. Conse-

quently, it is not unusual to hear peopie in San Antonio 

>. 
Americans provided most of the city's deaths from tuber- i 

culosis and infant diarrhea. Those areas of San Antonio 2 

in which Mexican-Americans lived were the least socio- ^ 

•^2 CJ 
economically advantaged in the city. Uj 

^^lbid., pp, 28-29. 
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refer to the west side when speaking of Mexican-Americans. 

It constitutes an ethnic colony in San Antonic Figure 1 

shows the census tracts of San Antonio in which the major 

portion of Mexican-American population resides. 

Education 

Education is one of the most, if not the most per-

plexing socio-economic problem for Mexican-Araericans in 

San Antonic United States Congressman Henry Gonzalez 

has written that: v 
Q: 

Educators especially must be aware of the ^ 
probleras facing the Spanish-surnaraed. For it ? 
is the schools which are the first front in rS 
the war on poverty . . . In the case of the *̂  
Spanish-surnamed, the schools have been fail- î 
ing. Instead of leaving school well-equipped Q 
to face life, the Spanish-surnamed have been I* 
leaving school in droves because it offers íiî 
nothing to meet their needs . , ,33 J 

Dr, Bill Crane, Professor of Government at St, •• 

Mary's University in San Antonio, emphatically states that 

the typical Mexican-Araerican in San Antonio occupies a very 

low position in terms of education. Crane's personal 

observation is that the San Antonio Mexican-American has 

approximately one-half the quality of educational oppor-

tunity as compared with the typical Anglo-American. Anglo-

American students come from school districts in which 

"53 
^^Henry Gonzalez, "Hope and Promise: Americans 

of Spanish Surname," The Federationist, Vol, 74 (June, 
1967), p. 16, 
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three to four times as much raoney has been spent on their 

education as compared with the funds available for the 

school districts in which Mexican-Americans predominate, 

This gross disparity manifests itself in the quality and 

quantity of teachers, curriculum, and facilities,^^ 

Father Henry Casso, Vicar of Urban Ministry for 

the Arch-diocese in San Antonio, declares that the greatest 

hope for socio-economic progre.ss for Mexican-Americans is 

in the field of education, The background of many Mexican-

Americans is one in which they cannot speak English, they Q; 

have no marketable skill, and they have no tradition of j 

education, Their school drop-out rate is high. The solu- ^ 

tion to the problem is reform in the curriculum to allow S 

for bicultural or bilingual education. Father Casso tO 
y 

points out that approximately one-half of the population i\ 

of San Antonio has a native language which is not English, 

Father Casso suggests that if a child's native language is 

Spanish then Spanish should be used to educate the child. 

Such a program will elimânate a situation which has held 

back Mexican-American youth in the first grade as long as 

three years. It also contributes substantially to the 

problem of the fifteen or sixteen year olds in the 5th 

or 6th grades which ieads to the "drop-out" or "kick-out" 

problem. In order to achieve the concept of bicultural or 

1967. 
Letter from Bill Crane to the author, December 11, 
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bilingual education, Father Gasso argues, Texas is going 

to have to change a law which prohibits the speaking of 

Spanish in the public schools. Because of the necessity 

of such a change, Father Casso declares that the political 

role of Mexican-Americans must become raore active. 

Sister Mary John Murray, in her study of the 

socio-cultural characteristics of Mexican-American farailies 

in San Antonio, observed that: 

The greatest handicap to the educational 
achievement of the Mexican-American child is ^ 
a lack of facility in the English language. Q; 
At school everything is taught through the ^ 
medium of English and outside school the ? 
child speaks only Spanish, This lack of rS 
knowledge of English impedes his progress "̂  
in school and in many cases leads to dis- î 
couragement and early withdrawal from Jj 
school,36 f« 

tfl 
Therefore, the language barrier is a major problem for J 

Q 

Mexican-Americans, Father Casso's bicultural or bilingual K* 

program may be the solution but political action will have 

to be utilized to bring about the desired changes. 

In San Antonio in 1960 there were 101,175 Mexican-

Americans twenty-five years of age or older. For this 

group the average raedian school years completed was 5.8 

years. Table 5 illustrates the educational characteristics 

/ 
/ 

^^lnterview with Father Henry Casso, Vicar of 
Urban Ministry for the Arch-diocese in San Antonio, in San 
Antonio, Texas, December 30, 1967, 

^^Murray, op, cit,, pp, 137-138. 



TABLE 5 

EDUCATION.lL CHARAGTERISTICS OF POPULATION OF 
MEXICAN-AMERICAN DESCENT 25 YEARS AIÍD 

OLDER IN SAN ANTONIO IN 1960 

78 

No school years completed: 

Elementary: 1 to 4 years: 
5 to 7 years: 

8 years: 

High School: 1 to 3 years: 
4 years: 

College: 1 to 3 years: 
4 years or more: 

18,630 

25,723 
24,239 
8,720 

10,449 
9,017 

2,975 
1,422 

18. bio 

25.5 
24.0 
8.6 

10.4 
8.7 

2.9 
1.4 

Median school 
years completed: 

0} 

5.8 years 

SOURCE: U. Bureau of the Gensus, U. o Census of 
Population and Housin^: 1960. Gensus Tracts 
Final Report PHC (1)-134 (ívashington, D. C. : 
U. S, Government Printing Office, 1962), 
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of San Antonio Mexican-Americans twenty-five years of age 

and older in 1960, 

Kenry Gonzalez, United States Congressman frora San 

Antonio, says that: 

The American of Mexican descent in terms 
of number of years completed in school ranks 
as low as, or below, any other ethnic group. 
The person of Mexican descent has completed 
nine years of schooling in California, Colo-
rado, and Wew Mexico, eight years in Arizona, 
and less than seven years in Texas. These 
figures and their relation to the ability of 
the group to find adequate employment speak 
for themselves,37 

In San Antonio in 1960 the unemployment rate for \l 

Mexican-ilmerican workers was higher than that of non-white Cj 

Employment Patterns 

workers: 7.8 per cent for Mexican-Americans to 6.2 per cent 

for non-white workers. Table 6 shows the unemployment 

characteristics of the five largest cities of Texas in 1960. 

In 1966, the U. S. Department of Labor made a 

study of employment patterns among Mexican-Americans in 

San Antonio. In the core area of the city where 114,889 

people live, 84 per cent are Mexican-American. The 

unemployment rate is eight per cent, or twice the national 

average, The subemployment rate, which takes account of 

all the "negative employment factors" in a measurement of 

serious job problems, is a startling 47.4 per cent. With 

•^7 

-̂  Letter from Henry Gonzalez to the author. November 24, 1967, 
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TABLE 6 

UraiPLOYI^iBNT CfiARACTiCR S IGS OF POFUT.ATION 
IN T?IE 5 LARGBST CTTIES OF TEXAS I N 1960 

City 

Houston 

Dallas 

San Antonio 

Fort V/orth 

El Paso 

Ío of civilian -̂ Non-
Labor force V/hite 

4.3 7.2 

3.3 6.1 

5.3 6.2 

3.9 6.8 

6.3 4.8 

SOURCE: U. S. Bureau of the Census, U. 
Population ána HOUSÍHÍT: 1960. 

Ío Mexican-
American 

5.9 

5.6 

7.8 

5.5 

9.9 

S. Census of 
CensuG Tracts. 

F i n a l Repor t PHG ( 1 7 - 3 4 , 4 3 , 50, 6 3 , and 134 
(V/ashington, D.G. : U. S. Government P r i n t i n g 
O f f i c e , 1 9 6 2 ) . 

i 

IQ 

i 

% m. 
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so large a percentage of the entire working age population 

in the area presenting employment problems of one kind or 

another, several general characteristics of this popula-

tion group are directly relevant to the problem.^® The 

Department of Labor survey showed that: 

1. 44,5 per cent of those working full-time 
in the area were earning less than $60 
per week, The comparable figure for the 
United States as a whole is 15.4 per cent, 

2. Median family income is íîí2,876 per year, 
which compares with a national figure of 
$6,300, y 

Q: 
3. The unemployment rate for teenagers is J 

24.6 per cent. Jg 
/ • • * 

4. 70 per cent did not graduate from high j 
school; 48 per cent did not go beyond § 
the eighth grade; and 6.5 per cent had Uj 
not gone to school at all. ** 

tQ 
5. 29 per cent of all family units were S 

headed by a woman, the national average UÎ 
is 21 per cent. ^ 

6. 25,4 per cent of the 29,000 families 
included six or more members, the 
national average is 11 per cent. 

"Sub-employment in the Slums of San Antonio," 
A Survey by the U. S. Department of Labor, U. S. Govemment 
Printing Office, V/ashington, D. C,, 1967. The index of 
sub-employment includes: (i) those unemployed in the sense 
that they are actively looking for v/ork and unable to find 
it; (2) those working part-time when they are trying to 
get fuil-time work; (3) those heads of households under 65 
who earn less than $60 per week working full time; 
(4) those men in the 20-64 age group who should have been 
working but who were not and were not looking for work; 
and (5) a conservative, and carefully considered estimate 
of the male "undercount" group who were statistically 
expected but "unfound," 
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7. 47,3 per cent of the group are 20 to 
62 years of age, 39 per cent are 16 
to Í9 years of age which is a íiignif-
icant concentration of youngsters in 
the group.39 

In discussing the meaning of unemployment figures, 

Henry Gonzalez says that: 

The unenployment figures are, of course, 
deeply significant. They represent raore than 
just numbers of persons without jobs. They 
represent in addition heads of families with-
out money coraing in to try to obtain lood, 
clothing, shelter, and other necessities. 
They represent substantial hunger, hardship, 
and deprivation. They represent despair and 
hopelessness. Especially in urban areas, 
undereraployment, rather than uneraployment is 
the more critical problen. Workers with low 
skills get low pay. But these are symptoms 
of the problems of why men cannot find jobs. 
What are these root causes? This is the 
sickness that experts must prove and that 
governments raust solve if we are to wipe out 
poverty in the southwest.40 

George Eichler, President of the San Antonio AFL-

CIO Council, has described the current working conditions 

of Mexican-Araericans in San Antonio. He says that: 

The general working conditions and wages 
for Mexican-Americans in San Antonio are very 
p.oor. The reasons for this are primariiy 
education, living environment, lack of job 

^^lbid, 

^^Letter from Henry Gonzalez to the author, November 24, 
1967, See also "Occupational Change Among Lipanish 
Americans," Document B-1061 (College Station, Texas: Texas 
A & M University, 1966). 
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opportunities because San Antonio is 
basically a service type economy havin^ 
no large industries, and an over abun-
dance of low skilled or unskilled 
workers,41 

Hence, for the mass of Mexican-Americans in San 

Antonio educational probleras abound and eraployraent condi-

tions are poor, However, for some Mexican-Americans 

socio-economic conditions are better than the 1930's or 

the 1940's. Middle-class Mexican-Americans now send their 

children to college to become doctors, lawyers, teachers, 

scientists, and businessmen. Their daughters find jobs as (^ 
J 

secretaries and clerks. These Mexican-Am-ericans received 2 

veteran's benefits from World War II to secure educational "̂  

training which enabled thera to improve their socio- H 

economic conditions. Table 7 illustrates the increased (Q 

number of Mexican-American doctors in San Antonio over the Q 

past twenty years, a number which is almost four tiraes 

what it was in 1946. The use of midwives has declined 

which is indicated by the fact that in 1946 there were 44 

midwives listed and today there are 24. The fact that 24 

midwives practice in San Antonio is indicative of the 

socio-economic conditions of raany Mexican-Americans who 

cannot afford the services of a doctor. Table 8 shows 

that socio-economic conditions are better for some 

Mexican-Americans today than at the end of World War II 

Letter frora George iJichler to the author. 

I 
f 

I 

November 20, 1967, 
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TABLE 7 

MEXICAN-Al^IERICAN DOCTORS AND MIDWIVES 
IN SAN ANTONIO: SELECTED YEARS 

Year Doctors Midwives 

y 

1946 26 44 ^ 
1948 32 47 QC 
1950 34 46 5̂ 
1952 31 44 •J 
1954 35 38 î 
1956 38 35 P 
1958 41 38 jj 
1960 56 34 N, 
1962 61 33 < 
1964 69 30 >< 
1966 75 27 yl 
1968 83 24 

SOURCE: Listings in the Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company Directory, San Antonio, Texas, Selected 
years. 



TABLE 8 

SPANISH LANGUAGE MEDIA OF C0rø4UNICATI0N 
IN SAN̂  ANTONIO: SELECTED YEARS 

Year Radio Television 

* 
bilingual station: English and Spanish. 

SOURCE: Listings in the Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company Directory, San Antonio, Texas, Seiected 
years. 

í . 
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1948 1 0 
1952 2 0 "J 
1956 3 1 î 
1960 3 1 3 
1964 3 1 C 
1968 4 1 tn 

3 
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because of the increased media of coramunication that deal 

strictly with a Spanish-speaking clientele. Thus, by the 

late 1960's some Mexican-Americans are better off in ban 

Antonio than earlier but there is still a large reservoir 

of Mexican-Americans whose socio-economic conditions are 

very bad and their status quite low. 

Socio-economic Ambiguity 

It is somewhat ambiguous to argue that socio-

economic conditions for some Mexican-Anericans are very ^ 

bad, while at the same time to argue that such conditions J 
01 

have improved for some Mexican-Americans. The explanation '3 

lies in the failures of the socio-economic programs of the Cj 

1930's, World War II, and "La Raza." 

There was a multiplicity of socio-economic programs 

of both private and public nature active in San Antonio 

prior to V/orld War II. Today, thirty years later, there is 

still immense poverty among Mexican-Americans in San 

Antonio. 

Dr. Vera Burke, Director of Sociai bervices for the 

Bexar County Hospital District, lists four reasons for the 

failure of socio-economic programs of the 1930's. These 

Interview with Dr. Vera Burke, Director of 
Social Services for the Bexar Gounty Hospital District, 
in San Antonio, Texas, April 10, 1968. bee also îvichael 
Harrington, The Other America (New York: The Macr-'iillan 
Co., 1963), PP. 1-18, 
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inc: I i U? 

1, Agencies have not directed themselves 
to the causes of poverty. They have 
attempted to handle the effects of 
poverty and are much like a "bandaide" 
rather than attacking the causes of 
poverty. 

2. There is a Protestant-Gatholic-
Puritan ethic which says to those in 
poverty "help yourself by work" v/hich 
is unrealistic. There are not enough 
jobs available to those in poverty 
that pay a sufficient income for 
living expenses, 

3, There is a vicious cycle of poverty 
which is not understood or comprehended 
by the more affluent sector of society. 
Many people refuse to look at poverty 
problems because such a sight is not 
pleasant — so, they wear blinders like 
a race-horse. There is poverty from 
generations back and youth drop-out 
of school to get a job and help out at 
home. Not having an education they 
cannot secure skilled jobs and are 
themselves in poverty conditions. 

4. Migrant labor, poor diet, poor nutri-
tion, and language problems all compound 
the poverty condition. 

According to Father Henry Gasso, if a Mexican-

American did succeed in pulling himself up by his "boot-

straps" through help or encouragement from operating 

socio-economic programG, there has always been another 

Mexican-American waiting in line to take his place. The 

rural r'lexican-/imerican comes to San Antonio in search of 

a job but he has three nain handicaps: he speaks only 

Spanish; he has no significant education; and he hns no 
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real skiil. Most of these rural Mexican-AmericanG worked 

on a farm or ranch in south Texas and in ian Antonio there 

is no demand for such labor. Father Gasso suggests that 

the whole area of rural Mexican-American life needs 

thorough examination. -̂  

In 1964, the Economic Opportunities ^ct was ir.iple-

mented to combat poverty. The war on poverty consists of 

a bundle of different prograras, each airaed at a specific 

poverty-creating condition or at a special clienteie 

group. The raain thrust is to provide educational and Job (̂  

opportunities for the young and includes ODeration Head- S 
01 

start, Neighborhood Youth Gorps, and Job Corps. The /•J 

program also includes a variety of attempts at solving fj 

adult problems through such ideas as the Community Action ' oj 
Programs, However, these programs have not solved the 

pressing socio-economic problems of the ^exican-Americans 

in San Antonio. Indeed, many of these programs have within 

them the seeds of such extensive change that they have 

been embroiled in locai politics to the degree that they 

have been ineffective.^ 

World War II and the veterans' beneiits derived 

therefrom provided a basis for education in iaw, medicine, 

Casso, op. cit, 

44 
Bill Crane, "San Antonio: Pluralistic Gity and 

Monolithic Government," in Leonard Goodall (ed.), Urban 
Pnlitics in the Southwest (Tempe: Arizona State Univer-
sity Press, 1967), pp. 131-132. 

5 
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and engineering, From this development came the stimulus 

for a growing Mexican-American middle class. Sons and 

daughters have followed their fathers and slowly increased 

Mexican-American economic progress, These Mexican-

Americans have taken the lead in arousing Mexican-American 

political participation because the most extensive polit-

ical awakening of Mexican-American in San Antonio dates 

45 from about 1947, Poverty, illiteracy, and their socio-

economic counterparts are still problems for many Mexican-

Americans, Political action by the Mexican-American tt 
s 

middle class in San Antonio is designed to change these j 

conditions, 7; 
4. 
M 

One of the major obstacles in the path of middie- Q 

class Mexican-Americans to activate their less fortunate tQ 

Mexican-American brothers is "La Raza." "La Raza" is a 

term used to define all Mexican-Araericans who live accord-

ing to the customs and traditions which have been honored 

by Mexican-Americans for generations. According to 

Sister Frances Jerome Woods, "La Raza" includes the heri-

tage, language, religion, folkways, and mores of Mexican-

Americans. 

^^lnterview with Albert Pena, Bexar Gounty Coramis-
sioner, in San Antonio, Texas, December 28, 1967. 

^ Sister Frances Jerome Woods, Mexican Ethnic 
Leadership in San Antonio (V/ashington: The Gatholic 
University of iunerica Press, 1949), p. 56. 

3 
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Literally, "La Raza" neans The Race. The more 

conservative Mexican-/imericans think of theraselves as both 

citizens of the United States and as members of "La Raza." 

The term refers to all Mexican-Americans who are unitei by 

cultural and spiritual bonds derived from God. Acceptance 

and appreciation of things as they are constitute primary 

values of "La Raza." Because God, rather than man, is 

viewed as controlling events, the Mexican-American who 

lives by "La Raza" often lacks the future orientation of 
4.7 ^ 

more progressive Mexican-Americans who plan ahead. Q: 

In San Antonio the traditional working class of g 

Mexican-Americans constitutes the najority of persons in ^ 

conditions of socio-economic deiDrivation. These î'exican- S 

Americans particularly support "La Raza" and believe in tt 

hard work, no motivation toward change or progress, and a ij 
48 ^ • 

strong desire to stay out of trouble. PeterTorres, a 

/ 
t 

San Antonio city councilman and representative of the more 

liberal progressive Mexican-American point of view, argues 

that it is good to reraem.ber one' s herita;~"e but that it 

should not hinder socio-economic progress for the better-

ment of the group. Torres considers "La Raza" as a 

William Madsen, The Mexican-Americans of South 
Texas (îTew York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1964), 
pp, 15-17. 

ACí 

Interview with Gilbert Murillo, Social /.'orker in 
San Antonio, in San Antonio, Texas, December 28, 1967. 
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continuation of Mexican nation'jlism and beliove;; ii, í-.íioulri 

be repudiated or reduced in order for Mexicctn-Americans to 

"take their rightful places in American society."^^ 

Summary 

San Antonio has been a relatively large and weil 

known center of commerce and trade for over twc centuries; 

its metropolitan culture is the most diverse in Texas. It 

has a great variety of racial tints, economic interests, 

and political ideas. San Antonio's racial and ethnic v 

groups have had many years to get theraselves v/oven into ^ 
Q: 

the fabric of the community. The diversity of backgrounds, 5 

interests, and viewpoints has made San Antonio the scene î 

Ul 
of many bitter battles, whose scars remain apparent, and h« 

la 
where conflict still prevails. < 

Q 

By 1947 "the Mexican problem" in San Antonio h?̂ d K 

not changed extensively frora previous years. There was a 

new public housing authority but it left much to be desired. 

World War II brought economic growth to the city but the 

poorer Mexican-iimericans did not receive any of the eco-

nomic blessings, Some Mexican-^iVmericans have been able 

to make socio-economic progress for themselves and their 

families by means of educational benefits received from 

their railitary service, However, by 1968, the socio-

I 

/ 

AQ 

Interview with Peter Torres, San Antonio Gity 
Councilman, in San Antonio, Texas, December 27, 1967, 
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economic conditions for most Mexican-Americans are still 

depressed, 

The Mexican-Americans constitute the largest single 

ethnic group in the city of San Antonio. Most Mexican-

Americans live in the ethnic colony of west side ^an 

Antonio. The educational level of Mexican-Americans in San 

Antonio is far below that of the rest of the city. Income 

is low and unemployment is high. The housing for Mexican-

Americans contains units described as deteriorating and 

dilapidated to a greater degree than any other group of 

persons residing in the city. Gonsequently, the general 

socio-econoraic conditions of Mexican-Americans today are 

not significantiy different from an earlier time. Cn any 

scale of socio-economic variables, the Mexican-Americans 

of San Antonio are found at the bottom of the ladder. 

Most of the individuals of Mexican-American background are 

in a situation of economic depression and social depriva-

tion, The cycle of sickness, unemployment, poor living 

conditions, more sickness, and more unemployment is still 

very much a fact of life for raany Mexican-Americans in San 

Antonio, Today's requirements of education and marketable 

skills take a high toll in unemployment or low-payinrr 

jobs, /i highly urbanized and industrialized economy puts 

many jobs out of the reach of Mexican-Americans who iack 

education and training to secure the jobs. Hence, most 

tt 

01 
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Mexican-Americans are still found primarily doing raanual 

labor and the lowest payinr jcbs are filled by them in Jan 

Antonio. The consequences of subsistence workin̂ '- condi-

tions compound problems of housing, diet, education, and 

health. 

There is a major tendency for Mexican-Araericans to 

be in the lower levels of socio-economic status in San 

Antonio. Consequently, their political role has been 

limited by socio-economic problems, If the political role 

of Mexican-Americans in changing the poiitical setting in d: 

San Antonio is to resemble the political development of m 

51 

action. Mexican-ilmerican leadership and groups in San CíJ 

f 

other ethnic groups in American society, then the realiza-

tion of the socio-economic problems precedes political 

Antonio have come to the realization of the socio-econoraic Q 

problems that beset Mexican-Americans and are designed to 

instigate political action. 



objectives. Group objectives may be no less than reform-

ponents in the political behavior of the ethnic groups. 

To facilitate analysis of Mexican-American leadership and 

groups in San Antonio, a definition of leadership and 

groups is needed and their relation to political behavior 

should be noted. 

A l^ote on Literature for Anp.lyzin^-
Leadership, Groups, and 

Political Role 

The traditional approach to the stud^/ of political 

leadership has often been a normative one. 1-oiitical 

Sidney Verba, Small Groups anc Political i3ehavior 

S'4 

tr 

/ 
/ 

CPIAPTER III 

POLITICAL ROLE AND MEXICAN-AMERICAN LEADERSHIP 

A> D GROUPS IN SAN ANTONIO 

In the analysis of political role on the personal 

level, leadership and groups are major variables. There 

is a direct relation between leadership, groups, and 

political role in affecting the nature of the political ^ 

setting. Leadership requires the realization of group J 

01 

ing the political setting itself. If ethnic groups, as J 

Ui 
political actors, are to utilize their political roles to f* 

CQ 
change the political settings to correspond with their S |. 

demands, leadership and orfi:anization are essential com- I* ! 

^ 
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philosophers have dealt with the question of who should 

lead and what qualities the leader ought to bring with him 

to his office. In the last three decades, social scien-

tists essentially have emphasized an analytical approach 

to leadership rather than normative. This study is, con-

sequently, interested in how leaders have deveioped and 

how these leaders perforra the function of leadership. 

2 
Leadership is a process or function. It requires 

a group with a coraraon goal and a differentiation in the 

tasks performed by the group menbers such that one or raore QJ 

members may direct and control others in the pursuit of * 
01 

is not a trait possessed by an individual but a group 9 

the goai. The major point of emphasis is that leadership 

process related to the functioning of the group. V/hen 

group activity involves thinking rather than instinct or 

impulse, concerted action becomes impossible without some 

•5 
central control. 

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1961), pp. 3-5. 

p 
This definition was formulated by Paul Pigors over 

thirty years ago and stands today as the essential defini-
tion of leadership, See Paul Pigors, Leadership or Domina-
tion (New York: Houghton Mifflin Go,, 1935), p, 6. Sie 
also Verba, op. cit.; Franklyn S. Haiman, Group Leadership 
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Go., 1960); Bernard M. Bass, 
Leadership. Psychology and Organizational Behavior (Kew 
York: Harper and Row, Inc, 1960); Emory S. Bogardus, 
Leaders and Leadership (New York: Appleton-Century Go., 
1935). 

-^Pigors, op. cit., pp. 6-8. 

h 

h " 
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The leader is an individual whose rationalizations, 

judgments, and feelings are accepted by the group as bases 

of belief and action. This is a reciprocal definition. 

It assumes that the leader acts as a stimulus to group ac-

tion, and also that the group accepts the rationalizations, 

judgments, and feelings of the leader as its own. The 

implication here is that these very rationalizations, judg-

ments, and feelings of the ieader may have been stimulated 

by the group- The leader is stimulus, but he is also re-

sponse. This reciprocal relation between ieader and Q; 

5 5 
follower is inherent in leadership.-^ g 

The presence of a "common cause" is basic for lead- *̂  

ership. Leadership is always in some sphere of interest H 
í! 

toward some objective goal seen by leader and follower. C/j 
s 

hot only is there always a goal which lies outside both f) 

leader and follower, but this objective can never be wholly 

separated from the present. Mo matter how distant the goal, 

a person cannot get there unless he studies the inmediate 

conditions which are bound up with it. Thus, leadership 

always has specific reference to the actual situation. 

Organization is the second stage of leadership. 

Machinery has to be set in motion by which to administer 

"̂ lbid., pp. 10-11. 

Ibid., p. 16. 

^lbid,. p. 13. 

/ 
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the group's purpose and safeguard its interest because the 

chief social values cherished by individuals in modern 

society are realized through groups. Angus Campbell and 

his associates point out that the concept of a group's 

influencing a set of members poses some difficult logical 

problems. The group is, after all, no more than a set of 

individuals who are its members. If we say that a group 

(a set of members) influences its members, it appears that 

we are using circular logic. However, groups have in-

fluence because we tend to think of them as wholes, and 0; 

01 

Jr 
/ ',' 

/ 
/ 

come to respond positively or negatively to them in that 

form, In this sense, even people who are not members of a 

^lbid., p. 8. 

Angus Campbell, Philip :̂]. Gonverse, Warren E. 
Miller, and Donald E. Stokes, The American Voter (New York: 
John Wiley Ã Sons, Inc, 1960), op. 295-296. 

"Arthur Bentley, The Process of Government (Bloom-
ington: Principia Press, 1949), p. 211. See also Robert 
Golembiewski, "The Group Basis of Politics: Notes on 
Analysis and DevelODment," American Politicai Science 
Review, Vol. 54 (December, 1960), pp. 38-51. 

CO group may be influenced by the position that a group takes 2 

in politics. 'jj 

Arthur Bentley in 1908 advanced the thesis that 
9 

the group is the basic political form. According to 

Bentley, men come together because of a common activity 

and, in turn, are thrown into competition with the activity 

of other men. This activity produces a mass of purposeful 
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action or a group. Through groups, individuals are able 

to achieve political, economic, and social satisfaction. 

According to Earl Latham, organized groups are 

structures of power designed to dominate, neutralize, or 

conciliate that part of their environment that presses in 

upon thera most closely. In this process there is an ob-

servable balance of influence in favor of organized groups, 

and in favor of the best and most efficiently organized 

in their dealings with the less efficiently organized. 
^ « 

Organization represents concentrated power, and concen- ^ 
Q: 

trated power can exercise a predominant influence when it J' 
11 "̂  

encounters power which is widespread and not concentrated. J; 

David Truman defines a group as an association of p 

individuals with one or more shared attitudes which makes 

certain clairas upon other groups in society for the estab- [ í i 

lishment, maintenance, or enhancement of forms of behavior 

that are implied by the shared attitudes. These are shared 

attitudes tovrard what is needed or wanted in a given sit-

uation, observable as demands cr clairas upon other groups 
12 in the society. 

Bentley, op. cit. 

•̂ -̂ Earl Latham, The Grouo Basis of Politics (Ithaca; 
Cornell University Press, 1952), pp. 1-2. 

12David Truman, The Governmental Process {'Aev York; 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1951), pp. 33-34. Other studies which 
emphasize the group-nature of politics include: Pendleton 
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In analyzing the impact of political roie upon the 

political setting, the literature of political science 

presents certain conclusions regarding the nature of lead-

ership and groups. Some conclusions are that: 

1. There is an integral relationship 
between leaders and foliowers tnat 
manifests itself in the nature of 
groups. 

2, Groups are basic political forms 
created from comraon causes, com-
mon activity, or shared attitudes 
of merabers, 

3, Groups are political forras uti- QJ 
lized in changing the political ^ 
environment or setting of the ^ 
group. 2> 

4. The development of groups and 3 i 
the rise of leaders are a measure PJ • 
of the changing political setting. 1» 

Herring, Group Representation Before Gongress (Baitiraore: 
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1929 )t and T"he Politics 
of Democracy (New York: W. W, Norton, Inc, 1940); V. 0. 
Key, Jr., Politics, Parties, and Pressure Groups (ijew 
York: Thomas Y. Crowell Cc, 1942). 

13 
Sister Frances J. V.'oods, Mexican î thnic Leader-

ship in San Antonio, Texas (Washington: The Gatholic 
University of America Press, 1949), p. 98. 

Mexican-American Leadership in San Antonio: 
General Observations ÉB'I' 

In 1949, Sister Frances J. Woods, in her analysis 

of Mexican-American leadership in San Antonio, observed 

that for years attempts were unsuccessful by various 

Mexican-American politicians to provide effective leader-
1"̂  ship, ^ The attitude of one Mexican-American leader was 
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expressed to Woods in the following manner: 

How far can a Mexican get in politics? 
I ran for the school board, V/hat did I get? 
The gate! There are seven members on the 
board. What harm would be done in having 
one Mexican member? There is no pay. I am 
capable, well educated, and a veteran of 
World War I, If I can't get on the school 
board, what chance would I have in the city 
hall?14 

In the development of the poli-cical role of Mexican-

Americans in San Antonio, leadership has been an essential 

problem. There has been jealousy and dissension among 
y 

Mexican-AEierican leaders contributing to problens of com- (t 

5 
QB 

munication and understanding with Anglo-Americans. ithnic 

conflict, intra-group conflict, and lack of communication *̂  
M 

lead to misunderstanding which severely weakens Iiexican- 2 
C 

American leadership. One respondent interviewed for this flÍ 
study said: jj 

There is a difficulty of communication 
existing between Mexican-Araerican leaders 
who are thought to be radical or too mili-
tant by many Anglo-Americans, particularly 
Anglo-Americans in county and city govern-
ment. As a result, you have a situation 
in which the power structure of San Antonio 
may not really understand the social and ^^ 
economic problems of the Mexican-Americans. 

There is conflict between Anglo-American leaders 

and Mexican-Americans. This conflict was noted by w'oods 

^^ibid. 

Interview with Jack Lee, Assistant to the Bexar 
County Democratic Party Chairman, in San Antonio, Texas, 
December 28, 1967, 
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in her discussion with an Anglo-American. The Anglo-

American said: 

There aren't any Mexican leaders. 
Mexicans expect the Anglo to 'shell out' 
for them all the time. They are better 
off here than they were in Mexicc Why 
don't their leaders do something? When 
Mexicans get a little money, they move 
out of the group instead of helping the 
others,l6 

Woods indicated that the prevalent attitude among Anglo-

Americans at the end of World War II regarding Mexican-

Americans was that San Antonio could not support a large 

Mexican population. A common opinion was, "Why don't the S 
Q: 

Mexicans raake an effort to help themselves? What the QB 
17 •̂  

Mexicans need is leadership." j 
3 | 

One of the major obstacles in the development of rjj ̂  an effective Mexican-American leadership has been the ele-

ment of "escape." V/henever a Mexican-American businessman 

did find himself economically well-off or secure there was 

a tendency to move out of the Mexican-American community 

into a more prosperous neighborhood leaving behind all of 

the economic pressures found among the less successful 

Mexican-Americans. V/oods quoted one Mexican-American 

businessnan to the effect that "the majority of people of 

Woods, op, cit,, p, 3, 

-̂ l̂bid. 

Interview with Peter Torres, Jan ntonio City 
Councilman, in San Antonio, Texas, Deceraber 27, 1967, 

'JS 

» 
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Mexican origin who are in a position to lead are averse to 

politics," He added, "If more businessmen and intellec-

tuals took part, I would take part alsc" " 

In the spring elections of 1948, political history 

was made in San Antonio when Mexican-Americans anct Negro 

voters combined and by joint effort put representatives of 

both groups on two school boards, The Mexican-Araericans 

20 were credited with "considerable political sagacity." 

The San Antonio Light noted that this political success 

was "the first time the west side stuck together on a Qí 

Latin candidate," and it was predicted that the political QJ 

Maury Maverick, Jr., whose family has been exten-

sively involved in San Antonio politics for over one 

hundred years, declares that leadership of Mexican-Americans 

in San Antonio has changed over the past twenty years. In 

the past, Mexican-Americans were manipulated by Anglo-

American politicians "such as the Kilday brothers during 

the 1940's." However, Maverick argues that, "this situa-

^Woods, op, cit. 

^^San Antonio Light, April 4, 1948 

^•^lbid. 

strength of Mexican-Americans "will emerge into the light ^9% 

of day" and shouid not be taken for granted by Anglo- Ui 

2 1 fth 

American politicians, ** ? 
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tion has changed with the rise of Mexican-/ime 'ican leaders 

who have broken through Anglo-American domination and con-

trol," Maverick further points out that: 

You now find organized riexican-Am.erican 
political action designed to benefit them-
selves and not just Anglo-American poli-
ticians. Until the early 1950's there was 
little hope for the Mexican-Americans of 
San Antonio but then al ong came Henry B. 
Gonzalez and he showed the way. Henry B. 
Gonzalez has been the greatest thing to 
happen to the Mexican-American.22 

Henry B. Gonzalez y 

The explanation of the spectacular rise of Henry <. 
OC 
OB Gonzalez through San Antonio politics is recounted here in 

detail because: (1) his entrance into politics was perfectiy î 

synchronized with the coming of age of the Mexican-Americans, >* ,*> 

(2) he was an almost perfect embodiment of that awakening, 

(3) his career has shown the change in political setting in 

San Antonio, and (4) the careers of other Mexican-American 

leaders have been similar to that of Gonzalez. 

Henry B. Gonzalez is a first generation Araerican 

23 of Mexican ancestry. His parents fled Mexico during the 

Interview with Maury P'.averick, Jr., in San 
Antonio, Texas, December 27, 1967. 

"̂ The author is indebted to Eugene Rodriguez, Jr. 
and Dr. Bill Crane of St. Mary's University for the major 
portion of this material on Henry Gonzalez. See Eugene 
Rodriguez, Jr,, "Henry B, Gonzalez: A Political Profile," 
(Unpublished M. A. Thesis, St. Mary's University, San 
Antonio, Texas, 1965). 

A 

3 
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revolutionary uprisings of 1910 moving to San Antonio in 

1911. Henry Gonzalez, who was born May 3, 1916, studied 

pre-engineering at San Antonio Gollege and went on to 

receive a law degree from St, Mary's University in 1940. 

Shortly after Pearl Harbor he served as a civilian cable 

and radio censor under military and naval intelligence. 

In 1943, he accepted a position as assistant juvenile pro-

bation officer in San Antonio where he worked closely with 

juveniles and addressed civic groups about juvenile prob-

lems in the city, After a period of duty where he was ct 

the first Mexican-American and the youngest chief juvenile ? 

probation officer in San Antonio's history, Gonzalez "̂  

resigned because of a disagreeraent with a judge in the ^ 

juvenile court, His record prompted the San Antonio Coun- l/j 
5 

cil of Parents and Teachers to officially express regret j 
2á ^ 

over his resignation and praise his work, 

In the years that followed, Gonzalez' political 

interests developed rapidly. He participated in the activ-

ities of numerous Mexican-American improvement organiza-

tions, In 1947, a group of Mexican-American businessmen 

formed the Pan American Progressive Association (PAPA) 

and hired Gonzalez as executive-secretary. Pîe was active 

in assisting people who were in need of better living 

conditions. He was responsible for one of the major 

/ 

24 ^Ronnie Dugger, "Henry Gonzalez, His Life and 
Times," The Texas Observer, June 13, 1958, 



105 

breakthroughs for Mexican-Americans against discrimination. 

This action occurred when he initiated PAPA's interest in 

the Puente case, which involved the right of Mexican-

Americans to buy property in restricted areas.^^ While 

this case was still in the courts, the Supreme Court of 

the United States ruled against restrictive covenants in 

the decision of Shelley v Kraemer. Judge .>. G. Taylor 

of the Forty-fifth District Court of Texas (Bexar County) 

ruled in Puente's behalf. On appeal, Judge Taylor's deci-

sion was upheld which made a significant breakthrough 

toward changes in the political setting of Mexican-

27 Americans, 

Gonzalez operated a Spanish-English translation 

service, wrote articles for bicultural publications, becarae 

Educational Director for the International Ladies Garraent 

Workers Union and taught the raerabers English and citizen-

ship, and he also taught raathematics at Sidney Lanier High 

School in the Veterans' Training Program, He becarae active 

in religious and civic affairs, serving as a scoutmaster. 

^^Clifton V Puente 218 SW 2d 272 (1948) 

^^Shelley v Kraeraer 334 U. S. 1 (1948) 

27 
Rodriguez, op. cit,, pp. 46-47, 

i ^-
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as President of the San Fernando Holy Nane Society, and as 

President of the Bishop's Goramittee for the Spanish Speak-

28 ing. 

In 1950, it was generally believed that a candi-

date of Mexican descent could not win a county-wide elec-

tion in Bexar Gounty. Henry Gonzalez was more optimistic 

and decided to run for the Democratic nomination for state 

representative. His announcement attracted little atten-

tion because it was believed he would not attract nany 

voters. Actually, Gonzalez' announcement marked the be-

ginning of one of the most remarkable and colorful polit-

ical careers in San Antonio's history. He was unsuccessful 

in 1950, but he initiated a process that led to eventual 

political triumph for himself and others of his ethnic 

29 background. 

San Antonio operated under a 1914 charter until 

1951 at which time a council-manr.ger charter was approved. 

Under the 1914 charter the city had a mayor and four 

commissioners who doubied as the city council and as the 

heads of the five administrative departraents. Each council 

member participated in appropriatin,? money then, as de-

partment head, proceeded to spend it. This system attracted 

political interests to such an extent that the whole system 

(t 

S 

28 Ibid., p. 48. See Dugger, op. cit 

29 Ibid., pp, 52-53, 
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was brought under criticism. Gonsequently, a charter 

revision movement developed, The council-manager systera 

was approved in a referendum in October, 1951. The new 

council-manager charter provided for a nine-member council 

elected at large. The city manager was made the chief 

executive and administrative officer of the city with 

powers of appointment and removal over all persons in the 

"50 
administrative offices. 

The city government elected in 1951 was described 

as a "businessmen's government" devoted to running the 

city like a "business ought to be run."-^ The new city 

council annexed some eighty railes of fringe territory for, 

what they called, city growth and added city revenues. 

They charged that tax rates had been juggled for various 

32 areas of the city in line with political interests. The 

annexed area included wealthy oilraen v/ho did not want to 

be included in the city iiraits. In 1953, this group helped 

finance a campaign that defeated the "businessmen's govern-

ment," The newly elected city council promptly voted to 

33 de-annex the annexed area. 

-̂  Edward G. Conroy, "Gouncil-Manager Charter," 
American City, Vol. 66 (December, 1951),' p. 99. 

"Businessmen Take Over ;̂an .̂ ntonio," Business 
Week, No. 1167 (January 12, 1952), cp. 104-105. 

^^lbid, 

•̂ -̂ "Unwanted Civic Baby," Business Week, u^. 12d8 
(r.ay 8, 1954), p. 178. 

s 

h 
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The city election of 1953 was probably the most 

expensive municipal election in San Antonio's history. A 

slate of candidates calling themselves "The San Antonians" 

opposed the Citizens Committee who had brought about the 

charter revision of 1951. Henry Gonzalez was one of the 

nine San Antonians and became "titular head of the west 

side campaign." Of the nine candidates on the ticket, he 

was the only Mexican-American. The Citizens Committee had 

two Mexican-Americans: incurabent Ruben Lozano and 

Gonzalez' opponent, George de la Garza. Gonzalez won his Q:: 

election by a substantial majority, soundly defeating S E ^ • • 

de la Garza on the west side. 2»!;.' 
X 

The San Antonians were successful in defeating all "^ 

candidates of the Citizens Committee. For his contribu-

tion to the success of their election, the new San Antonio 

city council designated Henry Gonzalez as mayor pro-tempore 

He now had a forum from which to present his views, and 

the opportunity to represent the "comraon citizen" in the 

35 manner he believed proper. 

Two weeks after taking ofiice, Gonzalez attracted 

banner headlines by opposing a proposition by the mayor 

and city manager to "burn communist-tinged" books in the 

^^Rodri^mez, op. cit., pr). 58-61. See also the 
San Antonio Light, April 8 and 10, 1953. 

í 

35 Rodriguez, op. cit., pp. 61-62. 
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public library.-̂  Mayor A. C. White had suggested that 

city library books by "known communists" be cerisored. 

This set off a storm of controversy as local newspapers, 

liberal ministers, the local League of Woraen Voters and 

other groups defended the public library and a free press. 

On the side of censorship were certain San Antonio house-

wives calling themselves the Minute V/oraen who, araong other 

things, had crosschecked the card catalogue of library 

book authors. The Minute Women prepared a "iEaD READIuG" 

/ 

list of some 115 authors and 500 books associated with Qí 
< 
OC 

3i 
I 

new appointments to the City Library Board. The new board «1 '-. 

"un-American" activities. Public attention became so in-

tense that Mayor V/hite and a raajority of the council made 

^ Muaur\y Maveric?, Sr. , "Branding of the Books," 
Gommonweal, Vol. 58 (July 11, 1953), p. H . 

^^lbid. 

i;n 
directed librarv staff to leave off purchase of those books fJ 

likely to provoke objection by right-wing council members. k ^ . 

In the months that followed the Library Board loaded book 

and periodical lists with ultra-conservative titles, 

screened books, and gave favored displays to the right-wing 

37 
materials. 

In the latter half of their two year term the San 

Antonians became more and more involved in bitter contro-

versy. City managers were hired and fired, and other key 
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city employees resigned or were dismissed. Gonzalez' 

behavior did not endear him to his fellow cô unciimen: he 

exposed a minimum-standards housing ordinance as discrimi-

nation against the poor, he opposed a phone rate increase 

proposal, and he opposed council action in the library 

dispute. He was recognized as a liberal member of the 

council. A recall movement was initiated against six of 

the nine councilmen but Gcnzalez was not considered for 

recall. V/hen five of the six councilmen mentioned on re-

call petitions resigned before recall occurred, the San 

^^Rodriguez, op. cit., pp. 66-69. See also the 
San Antonio News, August 10, 1956. 

.». 

Antonians' influence was significantly reduced. A few QQ 

months later a new slate of candidates calling theraselves j 

the Good Government League (GGL) was organized and suc- *^ 

cessfully elected. Although not a member of the GGL, !J 
< 

Henry Gonzalez was unopposed by their forces. He sought 
38 and won reelection as an independent. 

Throughout his years on the city council Gonzalez 

spoke for desegregation in general and specifically against 

city segregation of public facilities. In 1956, he 

offered ordinances desegregating all city facilities and 

the council passed then. He worked well with the city 

council and when he decided to run for the Texas Senate 

39 his fellow councilmen expressed tany public tributes. 

39 Ibid., pp. 71-72, See also the San Antonio 
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In his campaign for election to the Texas Senate, 

Henry Gonzalez faced several obstacles, For almost two 

decades Bexar County's legislative delegation had been 

dominated by representatives of the conservative tradition 

and the incurabent candidates for reeiection usually had 

little difficulty raising campaign funds when challenged 

by liberal candidates, In 1952, the county voted for Re-

publican Dwight Eisenhower and nost forecasters predicted 

a similar outcome in 1956. Henry Gonzalez had one addi-

tional handicap — he was a Mexican-American. 40 a: 
< 
QC 

The District Clerk estimated that of the 140,000 D 

eligible voters in Bexar County in 1956, 100,500 were r 
Anglo-American, while only 29,000 were Mexican-American u 

and 10,500 were Negrc However, Gonzalez was a solid J 

favorite on the west side, Voter interest in the Mexican- i 

American section was intensified by an extensive campaign 

by attorney Albert Pena, Jr,, for county commissioner of 

precinct one, The Pena campaign organization covered every 

section of the precinct in behalf of both himself and 

41 Gonzalez, 

Light, May 3, 1956, 

40-
Ibid,, p, 74, 

-̂̂ lbid,, pp. 74-75. See also the San Antonio 
Light, May 20, 1956. 
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Gonzalez defeated his opponent, conservative 

incumbent 0. E. Lattimer, by only 282 votes in the Demo-

cratic primary. Large majorities expected by Lattiraer did 

not materialize. Gonzalez was able to win as much as 40 

per cent of the votes in several north side precincts 

which, when added to an over-whelming vote on the west 

side and east side of the city, proved sufficient to win 

the primary. The victory was called a "staggering upset 

against long odds," and was credited in part to Gonzalez' 

"personality and relentless drive." ^ 

QT 
The general election in 1956 between Gonzalez and 33 

Republican Jesse Oppenheimer proved to be bitter and sen-

his priraary opponent were supporting his Republican oppo-

nent. Oppenheimer accused Gonzalez of being a "leftist," 

"left-winger," and a "creeping socialist." He warned of 

the dangers of electing a liberal such as Gonzalez. In 

answer, Gonzalez gave his own definition of liberal when 

he said, "I mean by liberal, a man who believes in living 

and let live, in toleration, a person not dogra.atic. If 

43 that's what liberal means, I'm proud to be called one." 

July 30, 195^ 
^ Ibid., p. 75. See aleo the San Antonio News, 

IMA'f P' 7̂6. See also the San Antonio Light, 

>. 

•J 
£ 

sational. Gonzalez charged that the interests that backed M 

5 

October 19, 1956. 
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In the presidential election of 1956, Eisenhower 

carried Bexar CotLnty by a margin greater than in 1952. 

Gonzalez defeated Oppenheimer by approximateiy 13,000 votes 

and ran only 6,000 behind Eisenhower. On the west side, 

Gonzalez' margin of victory was alraost 10,000 where he ran 

more than 2,000 ahead of Adlai Stevenson. The key to 

Gonzalez' victory is dramatized by these figures since his 

margin on the west side provided him almost all of his 

margin of victory as he was able to neutralize his oppo-

nent in the other areas of the county. 

There is little doubt that many Bexar County resi-

dents were surprised when Gonzalez was elected senator. 

In one instance, Gonzalez overheard a woman lawyer assure 

a friend, "I'm not going to have that Mexican represent me 

in Austin." She was surprised to hear him answer, "Relax 

lady, you have hira." There was disbelief in some quarters 

that a "Mexican" was now their state senator. This atti-

tude was reflected in the state capitol itself as some 

senators and other state officiais referred to Gonzalez as 

"that Mexican.""^^ 

In his first session as a state senator, Henry 

Gonzalez participated in a filibuster against legislation 

Ibiå'> P' 77. See also the San Antonio Light, 
November 7, 1956, 
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which attempted to circumvent the United States Supreme 

Court's decision in Brown v Board of Education.^ Several 

bills, ten in number, ranging from one that called for 

local option elections determining school board policy on 

integration to one that denied public employment to raem-

bers of the National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People were designed to reject the Gourt's deci-

sion, Along with Senator Abraham Kazen of Laredo, 

Gonzalez conducted a successful filibuster lasting thirty- ^̂  
Q:: 

six hours, Almost every maior newspaper in Texas reported < 
æ 

the filibuster in front page headlines. National news 5 
47 "" magazines and news commentators reported the developments. C 

Eugene Rodriguez reports that, in the course of the « 

filibuster, Gonzalez argued that: 

conscience. But if we fear long enough, 
we hate, and if we hate, we fight. The 
assault on the inward dignity of man which 
our society protects, has been made, And 
this , . . is an assault on the very idea 
of America, which began as a new land of 
hope . . . For whom does the bell toll? 
You, the white man, think it tolls for 
the Negrc I say, the bell tolls for 
you. It is ringing for all of us.48 

46 347 U. S. 483 (1954) 

"^^Rodriguez, op, cit,, pp, 80-81. See also the 
San Antonio News, May 3, 1957; and "Texas: For Whom the 
Bells Toll," Tirae, Vol. 69 (Î ay 13, 1957). 

^ Rodriguez, op, cit., pp. 80-81, 

It may be some can chloroform their . 't 
(' 
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The stand by Gonzalez on segregation lifted him 

into a position of state-wide prominence. He received the 

state N A A C P "Gitizenship Award" and was named the outstand-

ing Latin American Citizen of the Year by the Alba Glub 

at the University of Texas. He accepted speaking engage-

ments all over the state and became the acknowiedged 

symbolic leader of Texas' combined Mexican-American and 

Negro minorities of two and one half million. Newspapers 

throughout the state referred to him as "liberal Senator 
>. 

Gonzalez."^^ ^ 

The 1960 primaries were charged with anticipation Q 
J 

of the presidential election. Lyndon Johnson was going to j , 

bid for the Democratic nomination and his campaign took »J 

first place in political discussion in Texas. In San 

Antonio a factional split in the Democratic Party between 

liberals and conservatives led to a bitter primary battle, 

For four years groups identified with the liberal wing of 

the Democratic Party had been building up their forces 

and in 1960 a loose coalition of labor, minority groups, 

independent liberals, and others organized for a major 

effort in the primaries against the Bexar Gotmty legisla-

tive delegation composed mainly of conservative representa-

tives, The coalition supported Gonzalez and he made no 

Må-» PP- 80-83, See also Ronnie Dugger, 
Filibusters and Majority Rule," The Progressive, Vol. 21 
(August, 1957), p. 21. 

'*. 
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effort to disassociate himself from them.'^ 

The first primary in 1960 resulted in a run-off 

between Gonzalez and State Representative R. L. Strickland 

for the office of state senator. In the run-off Bexar 

County conservatives conducted a well financed campaign 

against Gonzalez. The west side and the east side of San 

Antonio were forfeited to Gcnzalez as major emphasis was 

placed on the north side and the south side of the city. 

Gonzalez was charged with union ties and fuil page adver-

tisements in San Antonio newspapers warned voters, "Don't Q:: 
< 

let Hoffa and Gonzalez Ruin Our State." On the other 32 
J 

hand, Gonzalez campaigned against "special interests" ^ 

i 
paign was unsuccessful as Gonzalez won renomination. ! 

51 
that, he said controlled Strickland.^ Strickland's cam-

Henry Gonzalez had to face Ike Ksjnpmann, a local 

attorney, in the 1960 general election. Kampraann was well 

known in the Republican Party of Texas. Gonzalez did not 

devote as much attention to his own carapaign as he did to 

John Kennedy's. He campaigned in eleven states for 

Kennedy and the Democratic ticket and was national co-

chairman of the Viva Kennedy Glubs. Viva Kennedy Glubs 

were set up to make special appeals to the Mexican-Americans 

^^lbid., p. 93. 

^ San Antonio News, June 1, 1960 

\ 
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of the southwestern United States for the Democrats in 

1960. These clubs were the forerunners of the Political 

Association of Spanish-Speaking Organizations in Texas.^ 

Henry Gonzalez defeated his Republican opponent 

and even ran ahead of John Kennedy in Bexar County. 

Kennedy carried 91 precincts in defeating Richard liixon by 

over 12,000 votes, whereas Gonzalez carried 121 precincts 

and defeated Kampmann by more than 18,000 votes. His 

reelection as state senator gave to Gonzalez the position 
> 

as the number one vote-getter in San Antonio and Bexar Q:: 
^ ^ 53 County. 

John Kennedy's election elevated Lyndon Johnson to 

•52 
^ Rodriguez, op. cit., pp. 94-95 

^^lbid. 

C 
3 

the vice-presidency. A special election was called to j 

fill Johnson's United States Senate seat. Gonzalez' name |4 

was put forward as a candidate along with Maury Maverick, IKii ; 

Jr. These developments proved disastrous to Deraocratic 

liberals as Gonzalez and Maverick split the liberal forces 

in the state and Republican John Tower and conservative 

Democrat William Blakley led in the balloting. There were 

71 candidates in the special election and Gonzalez ran 

sixth winning a little less than ten per cent of the total 

vote. However, he ran far ahead of all Democrats in San 

Antonio and polled 6,000 more votes than did John Tower, 
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the eventual statewide winner. As a result, Gonzalez' 

local political strength was firmly established.^^ The 

San Antonio Light reported that, "once again they (Bexar 

County voters) made it clear that State Senator Henry 

Gonzalez commands the largest and most loyal personal 

following of any local politician."^^ 

Two months after the special election for the 

office of United States Senator won by Republican John 

Tower, President Kennedy announced the appointment of 
>. 

United States Gongressmxan Paul Kildav of San Antonio to Qí 

the United States Gourt of Kilitary Appeals. Henry 

Gonzalez became the logical Democratic candidate to re-

S6 
place Kilday.^ 

The special election in November, 1961 held in San 

Antonio for United States Congressraan took place in a 

highly charged political atmosphere. Except for the elec-

tion of one jíepublican, Gongressnan Bruce Alger of Dallas, 

Texas reraained Democratic in Congress throughout the 

Eisenhower presidency. In 1952 and again in 1956, a raa-

jority of Texas voters marked their ballots for Eisenhower 

for President. At the same time, other than the Dallas 

area, a majority of Texas voters elected all Democrats to 

54ibid. 

•̂ -̂ San Antonio L igh t , Apr i l 5, 1961 

^ î (odriguez, op. c i t . . p . 96. 

5 
J 
C 



I \ 

was selected as the Republican nominee and the Democrats 

nominated Henry Gonzalez. They were the only candidates 

-̂  Wilbourn E, Benton, Texas Its Government and 
Politics (2d, ed,; Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, Inc, 
1966), p. 4, 

-̂  Rodriguez, op, cit., pp. 115-116. See also 
the San Antonio Light, November 5, 1961, 

1.1.; 
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the United States Congress. ÍJowever, by 196I the Republican ,.'^ 

Party in Texas was becoming more successful. In 1960, even 

with Lyndon Johnson on the ticket, John Kennedy barely 

carried Texas by 50,000 votes. Also, the victory of John 

Tower was the first time a Republican had been elected 

United States Senator from Texas in over one hundred 

57 years, ̂  

In this atmosphere, the resignation of Paul Kilday 

from Congress offered San Antonio Republicans an opportu-
>. 

nity to add to their recent party success. John Goode, Jr., Qi 
< 

8 
J 
C 

in the special election. Dwight Eisenhower, who had j 

rarely campaigned for congressional Republicans, spent î 

three days campaigning in San Antonio for Goode. President "î 

Kennedy, Vice-president Johnson, and Texas Governor Price 
58 

Daniel extended their support to Gonzalez. 

Extensive organizational efforts were made by both 

parties, Election results show that the carapaign stimu-

lated more interest than any other special election in the 

history of San Antonic Over 90,000 votes were cast. 
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Every precinct of the city produced a turnout of at ieast 

sixty per cent of its eligible voters. On the west side, 

seventy-five per cent of the voters turned out and gave 

Gonzalez a margin of 12,000 votes. Goode's stronghold in 

the "silk stocking" areas of the north side produced six 

to one majorities for him, Goode's victory margins were 

no match for the twelve to one margins on the west side 

and the nine to one margins on the east side given to 

Gonzalez, Final results showed that Gonzalez won by more 

than 10,000 votes,^^ O ^ '• 

Henry Gonzalez was unopposed in 1962 in the Demo- Q 
m 
J 

cratic primary and the generai election. He did not have ^ Í.S , 

difficulty in winning re-election to Congress in 1964 and 4 

1966, His Republican opponent in 1964 was John O'Connell, J 

a lawyer who had been in San Antonio for ten years. The "î 

campaign was not as tense and emotional as some of IjP ' 

Gonzalez' previous campaigns. Gonzalez won the highest , •?• '' 

number of votes he had received in San Antonio to that 

date, He defeíited O'Connell 100,000 to 50,000. Gonzalez 

carried 136 of the county's 171 precincts; thirty-six of 

them by margins in excess of ninety per cent; seventy-four 

by margins of seventy r<er cent or more of the votes. 

Gonzalez lost sixteen precincts with thirty per cent of 

the votes. The most revealing figures in the election 

59ibid. 
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were the results of eighteen north side precincts con-

sidered Republican strongholds, In these precincts, 

Gonzalez received only thirty-one per cent of the vote 

against John Goode in 1961; in 1964 against O'Connell 

Gonzalez received forty-five per cent of the votes.^*^ 

The effect of Henry Gonzalez on San Antonio and 

Bexar County politics has been remarkable. More than any 

one man he revolutionized politics in San Antonic As the 

first major Mexican-Araerican candidate for the Texas Leg-

islature, he surprised political observers by aimost 
>. 
Q:: 
< 
X 

wmning in 1950- A year after Gonzalez' near victory in Q 
J 

1950, a Mexican-American was elected to the city council r 

of San Antonic Two years later, Henry Gonzalez was J 

elected to the council and since then there has been at l k 
V ' 
•i 

least one Mexican-American on the city council. ' 

Henry Gonzalez became the voice of the Mexican-

Americans of Texas. He assured them that "my own career 

is an illustration that the walls of prejudice can crumble," 

because, "you will be heard when you have something to 

offer." In San Antonio, as well as other areas of south 

Texas, Mexican-Araericans listened and have followed the ^^lbid., pp, 149-151. For 1968 election results 
see footnote 52 on page 204, 

Ronnie Dugger, "Henry Gonzalez: His Life and 
Tines," The Texas Observer, June 13, 1958, 
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example of Henry Gonzalez, These leaders' careers have 

been very similar to his, 

Albert Pena, Jr. 

Albert Pena, Jr., along with Henry Gonzalez, is 

given more credit than any other Mexican-American for pro-

viding the leadership necessary for the rise of independent 

Mexican-American political power in San Antonic .vs one 

long time participant in Mexican-American affairs put it: 

Henry Gonzalez and Albert Pena helped 2; 
break the control of Anglo-Araericans over ^ 
Mexican-i'unericans. There is no longer x 
political manipulation of Mexican-Americans Q 
by Anglo-Americans simply because Gonzalez j 
and Pena showed Mexican-Americans how to g jj* 
participate in politics,62 3 lî  

The consensus of opinion among Mexican-American 

political activists in San Antonio is expressed by the 

following statement by State Representative Jake Johnson, 

Johnson stated: 

It is true that the changes which have 
taken place in San Antonio were slow in 
coming. Henry Gonzalez and Albert Pena 
knocked down many doors. Anglo political 
bosses used to control the west side but 
no longer.63 

^^lnterview with M, G, Gonzalez, Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney for Bexar County, in San Antonio, Texas, 
December 28, 1967, 

^^lnterview with Jake Johnson, State Represent-
ative from San Antonio, in San Antonio, Texas, December 27, 
1967, 

J 
• 

5 
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Although Henry Gonzalez has received more national 

publicity than Albert Pena, Pena has proven particularly 

valuable to the development of the Mexican-American polit-

ical role, One of the primary reasons for the destruction 

of Anglo-American bossism on the west side of San Antonio 

was that Albert Pena did nct "sell out" to the Anglo-

American interests that had dominated Mexican-American 

politics. Pena followed an independent course. 

The political career of Albert Pena began in the 

1956, when Henry Gonzalez ran for state senator, Albert 

Pena campaigned for and won the office of Bexar County 

Commissioner. His precinct, precinct one, is essentially 

the southwestern quadrant of Bexar Gounty and contains the 

greatest number of Mexican-Americans in the county. Pena 

was re-elected in 1960, 1964, and is seeking his fourth 

term in 1968.^^ 

Albert Pena is a liberal Democrat who has held the 

office of President of the Political Association of 

"^lnterview with John Alaniz, in San Antonio, Texas, 
December 27, 1967. 

^lnterview with Albert Rena, Bexar County Commis-
sioner, in San Antonio, Texas, L'ecember 28, 1967, 

k 

early years of the 19^0's, He was instrumental in poll ^ 

.ax drives. in encoura.in. .ex.oan-A.er.can o..an..ation3. f 
J 

in increased Mexican-American voting, and in stressing -

greater Mexican-American political participation. In J 
3 m-;, 
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Spanish-Speaking Organizations (PASO), a statewide 

Mexican-iunerican political action group. He was one of 

the founders of the Bexar County Liberal Goalition which 

was coLiposed of Mexican-Americans, Kegroes, labor union 

members, and Anglo-Airierican sympathizers. He was chair-

nan of the Coalition and its chief spokesraan and strate-

gist frci 1956 thro\:igh 1964 when the Goalition's fac-

tionalization over local issues caused it to disband. 

Among San Antonio politicians, Albert Pena is 
»• 

known as the "ultinate in the organizational politician." 
X 

He collects election results, statistics, and voting 0 

patterns so he will know how various precincts have voted J 
C 

in preceding elections. Pena is a real believer in orga- J 

nization; he believes that organization is the only way 

he can fight politically against money which his supporters 

lack. Pena depends upon several hundred volunteers who 

have nothing to give to hira but their time, energy, and 

vote, In return, Pena expresses their interests and needs 
67 

from his forum as county coimnissioner. 

Bill Crane, "San Antonio: Pluralistic City and 
Monolithic Govemment," in Leonard Goodall (ed.), Urban 
Politics in the Southwest (Tempe: Arizona State Univer-
sity Press, 1967), pp. 138-139. 

'lnterview with Bill Crane, Professor of Govern-
ment at St. Mary's University, in San Antonio, Texas, 
November 24, 1967, 
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The nature of the political organization utilized 

by Albert Pena is one based upon a block worker campaign. 

This is an effort directed at every block on every street 

in the precinct, At least every house on the block should 

be contacted. If the election is a particularly big one, 

then the contact should be made at the beginning of the 

campaign and again just before the election, Pena and 

his staff keep a card file to identify qualified voters 

and their stand on issues and candidates, If the voter is 

identified as favorable to Albert Pena and the interests 
X 

he represents, then the voter is not contacted again. If Q 
i« 

J 
the voter is against Pena or is undecided, attempts are j 

3 

made to contact the voter again at a later date. Statis- J 

tics keot by Pena and his staff cause them to believe that ! 

their organizational efforts and the block worker csimpaign •̂ IP*̂ '̂  

can change the results of an election by at least seven to 

ten per cent in Bexar County's precinct one. In real 

terms this is a change of from fourteen to twenty per cent 

of the vote,^^ 

Albert Pena is thought of by his friends and sup-

porters as a courageous, down to earth, hard-nosed politi-

cian v/ho has won many tough political battles, His success 

represents the goals of Mexican-ilraericans on the west side 

Interview with staff assistant for Albert Pena, 
in San Antonio, Texas, December 28, 1967, 
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and their desire for a better life which they intend to 

have by means of political action for theraselves and their 

children. On the other hand, Pena is particularly disliked 

and singled out for criticism by those who disagree v/ith 

him. Outside Bexar County precinct one and among the more 

successful socio-economic interestí^ of San Antonio, Albert 

Pena is persona non grata. One of his staff assistants 

told the author, "If a man is judged by the company he 

keeps then it also follows that he should be admired for ^̂  

69 '^ 
the enemies he makes." ^ This is the nature of Albert <C 

X 
Q 
J 

John Alaniz represents some of the most recent 

developments in Mexican-American leadership, He is younger 

and more aggressive than either Gonzalez or Pena. John 

Alaniz was born in the deep south Texas community of 

Mercedes in 1929. He attended grammar and high school in 

San Antonic From 1950 to 1953 he followed a pre-law pro-

gram at San Antonio Coilege and Texas km University, 

Alaniz transferred to St, Mary's University Law School in 

San Antonio and received his law degree in 1957. After 

three years of law practice he was elected to the Texas 

House of Representatives and served three terms. In 1966, 

'í 

Pena's leadership; he is admired by his supporters and 

damned by his opponents. 3 j| 

John Alaniz 

J 

'V-

69ibid 
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he ran for Bexar County Commissioner for precinct two 

losing a very close election by 300 votes. In 1967, he 

was appointed by United States Senator Ralph Yarborough as 

Special Representative to Senator Yarborough for Mexican-

American affairs, In.this iatest capacity he remains in 

San Antonio where he is very active in Mexican-American 

politics, 

John Alaniz is a member of the American Bar Asso-

ciation and the State of Texas Bar Association. He is a 
>< 

member of the Texas Trial Lawyers' Association. Alaniz ^ 
v 

also serves on the advisory committee of the Ford Founda- 0 
« • 
J 

tion Mexican-American Study Proiect at the University of • 
3 

California at Los Angeles, He is a member of several J 

Mexican-Araerican groups which include the League of United i 

Latin Araerican Gitizens, the Political Association of 

Spanish-speaking Organizations, and the Federation for the 

Advancement of the Mexican-American. In 1968, Alaniz was 

appointed national legal adviser for the League of United 
71 Latin /imerican Citizens, 

For John Alaniz the political stiraulation and ad-

vancement of Mexican-Araericans is a most iraportant goal. 

He has experienced the socio-economic ^̂ roblems of iost 

Letter from John Alaniz to the author, January 27, 
1968, 

71 Ibid, 
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Mexican-Americans and he is committed to political action 

to change such socio-economic conditions. He is convinced • 

that political action to increase the power of Mexican-

Americans is the raeans to secure the necessary reforras. 

John Alaniz declares that Mexican-Araericans have been and 

still are exploited by the "power establishment" of San 

Antonio in order to maintain their dominant socio-economic 

position. The "power establishment" is represented by the 

Good Government League that controls the city government 
»• 
V 

and similar interests in Bexar County government, It is ^ 
'.* 

mainly through politics that such exploitation as job 

discrimination, wage discrimination, education restrictions, 

and living conditions can be reformed. John Alaniz declares 
72 that his role in politics is devoted to reforms. 

"^^lnterview with John Alaniz, in San Antonio, Texas, 
December 27, 1967, 

K ' 

» M 

^lí 
Peter Torres, Jr, , '^ 

Peter Torres, Jr., is another young leader of 

Mexican-Americans in San Antonic After serving in the 

Marine Corps during the Korean War, he started college 

immediately upon discharge in 1954. He received a B. A. 

degree in government with honors at St, Mary's University 

in San Antonic He taught high school history and govern-

ment in San Antonio while attending law school at night. 

Torres is a practicing lawyer and raember of the San Antonio 
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Bar Association, State of Texas Bar Association, .ian 

Antonio Trial Lawyers' Association, and the Texas Trial 

Lawyers' Association. He is a raember of the Methodist 

Church, the local Board of the San Antonio Civil Liber-

ties Union, and formerly was on the State Board of the 

Texas Civil Liberties Union.'^ 

In the city elections of 1967, Torres ran for 

city councilraan as an independent and defeated a candi-

date sponsored by the Good Governraent League. As a new 

member of the San Antonio City Council, and as a leader of 

Antonio while serving the larger community of San Antonio 

as one of its citv councilmen? 

The political platform of Peter Torres emphasizes 

his desire to work with all groups in San Antonio and not 

just one group. Torres contends that the factions within 

local government in San Antonio must be better assimilated 

if the problems of the people and the comraunity are to be 

attacked and solved. He Doints out that he wants to be 

73 -̂ Letter from Peter Torres to the author, 
February 22, 1968. 

74 
Interview with Peter Torres, San Antonio City 

Councilraan, in San Antonio, Texas, December 27, 1967. 

^ 4 

í 

Mexican-Americans, Peter Torres has a particularly diffi- Íi 

cult job. How can he represent the great needs of his -; 
m 

fellow Mexican-Araericans to the larger community of San J 

m 
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recognized as a San Antonio leader and not just a west 

side spokesman for Mexican-Americans, -̂  

Torres declares that he wants to see more community 

unity or community assimilation and to achieve this inte-

gration he argues that all Mexican-Americans must work for 

community progress, The Mexican-American must educate 

himself for economic betterment but in order to do that he 

must be able to secure the necessary education. Peter 

Torres sees educational opportunity as the most important 

need for Mexican-Americans. He says, "Mexican-Americans 

should be proud of their traditions and 'la raza,' but 

they should not emphasize their traditions that lead to 
76 

community weakness and dissension, 

To the author, Peter Torres declared: 

I love San Antonic It is ray city and I 
think it can be a thriving community. Once 
it was the largest city in Texas, Today, 
there are those who are content to raake it a 
sleepy Mexican border town, San Antonio has 
problems, The conclusion is inescapable in 
a community where a large segment of the 
population has a median income of twenty-
seven dollars a week. San Antonio has 
received funds from the federal government 
as a Demonstration City, In our applica-
tion we explained the plight of our people, 
We, in effect, admitted that we are a di-
sasteî  area and that we need help- But, 
the program is not a cure-ali. Solutions 
to our coramunity probleras will have to come 
from within — there must be a desire on 

* < 

X 
í 

r 
4 Wfifil 

ipilê 

'̂ l̂bid. 

76 Ibid, 
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the part of the entire coramunity, its 
people and its leadership, to resolve 
the problems with which we are faced. 
Our city government should be concerned 
with the many problems faced by our 
peopie and should be seeking genuine 
solutions, perhaps independently of the 
available federal programs, If*we lack 
genuine desire to help ourselves, the 
federal assistance will add nothing,77 

Peter Torres is a supporter of liberal jJemocrats 

and is an advocate of the Liberal Coalition which has been 

successful in Bexar Gounty politics, However, he points 

out a problem that plagues liberals in San Antonic He ,, 
X 

says that: í 
61 

Some leaders in the Liberal Coalition î̂'* 
are at times too dograatic They have too 
often faiied to study and document pro-
posals and consequently appear as radicals 
or irresponsible individuals, Liberals, 
to be successful, raust, above all things, 
be accurate with their information, pro-
posals, and programs,78 

Pursuing this philosophy has brought Peter Torres into 

continual conflict with his fellow city councilmen who are 

supporters of the Good Government League. To them he is 

the radical, the very label he wishes to avoid. However, 

to Mexican-Americans, Peter Torres represents the hopes 

and aspirations of those who desire soraething other than 

the traditions of the west side. 

\ 

'̂ '̂ lbid, 

'^^lbid. 
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Joe Bernal 

Joe Bernal was born in San Antonio in 1927. He 

attended local public schools graduating from Sidney 

Lanier High School in 1944, Imm.ediately following his 

high school graduation Bernal attended Texas Technological 

College and New Mexico State University under the Army 

Specialized Training Reserve Program. In 1945, he entered 

the U. S. Army Infantry. After the war, he was transferred 

to the Air Force from which he was honorably discharged in 

1946. Returning to San Antonio, Bernal continued his col- ^ 

lege education at Trinity University receiving his 3. A. i 

degree in 1950. Joe Bernal served as a public school í 

teacher until 1964 when he was elected to the Texas House l 

of Representatives. In 1966, he was elected to the Senate 
7Q 

of Texas, '-" 

Joe Bemal has been active in various teacher's 

organizations and civic groups. He is a member of the San 

Antonio Teachers' Council, raember of the Texas State 

Teachers Association, and a meraber of the Texas Classroom 

Teachers Association. He is a life member of the National 

Education Association. Joe Bernal has participated in the 

United Fund, Boy Scouts, and Pan Araerican Optimist orc;ar.i-

zations. In 1961, he went to Chile as a Red Gross 

Volunteer Teacher on a high school student exchange. He 

^Letter from Joe Bernal to the author, February 22, 
1968, 
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is also active in various Mexican-American groups such as 

G. I, Forum and the League of United Latin American Citi-

80 zens, 

The political career of Joe Bernal began while he 

was a student at Trinity University. He participated in 

several student organizations active in San Antonio and 

Texas politics. In 1964, he was elected to represent 

Bexar County in the Texas House of Representatives, In 

the 1965 legislative session, he voted consistently for 

proposals favorable to liberal Democrats. In I966, he J; 
_ »•' 

was encouraged to seek election to the Texas Senate. 1 

The senatorial campaign of 1966 in San Antonio 

resulted in a strange combination of conservatives support-

ing the liberal candidate, and liberals supporting a con-

servative candidate. Joe Bernal was encouraged to seek 

election to the Texas Senate by leaders of the Good Gov-

ernment League. The GGL gave its endorsement and support. 

to Bernal. To oppose Joe Bernal and, thus, to oppose the 

GGL, liberal Democrats and Ilexican-American leaders sup-

ported David Carter, a conservative Democrat. Although 

Joe Bernal and other Mexican-Araerican leaders were in 

agreement on programs and proposals for l exican-American 

needs, personality conflicts developed that caused some 

SOibid. 

%bid. 

• • H l i r il': 

J •> 
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Mexican-Araerican leaders to oppose Bernal. Joe Bernal, 

however, won the office of state senator by 8,000 votes. 

Atterapts are being made to unify the leadership of 

Mexican-Americans in San Antonio to avoid such similar 

developraents. Joe Bernal is one of those who favors unity 
R? 

among Mexican-Ajnericans and is working to that end. 

The League of United Latin-Araerican Citizens 

One of the first concrete expressions of a chang-

ing political role for Mexican-Araericans in San Antonio ^^ 
t 

took the form of an organization known as the Order Sons i 

of America which was founded in 1921. The constitution ||| 

of this organization restricted its raerabership exclusively I 

to citizens of the United States, native or naturalized, 

of Mexican or Spanish ancestry. The central purpose of 

the organization was to use social, econoraic, and political 

action to proraote the rightc and privileges of Araerican 

citizens. Politically, the Order Sons of Arierica took no 

partisan stand, but confined itself to trainin.;̂  its mera-

bers for citizenship. 

M. C. Gonzalez, currently an assistant district 

attorney in Bexar County, participated in the founding of 

Q^Ibid. 

^•^lnterview with M. C. Gojizalez, Assistant District 
Attorney for Bexar County, in San Antonio, Texas, Dece.nber 
28, 1967, 

« .3» 
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the Order, According to Gonzalez, Mexican-Araerican 

veterans, returning from World War I, were the inspiration 

in the creation of the Order Sons of America. These vet-

erans came back to San Antonio after the war and were 

confronted with socio-economic problems which had plagued 

Mexican-Americans for decades. Since these veterans had 

fought in a war "to make the world safe for democracy," 

they began a fight to improve the conditions of Mexican-

84 Americans. 

izens League. All of these organizations were devoted to 

improving the socio-economic conditions of Mexican-

Americans, In an attempt to unite all of these groups, a 

meeting was called in Corpus Christi, Texas in 1929. Out 

of this raeeting came the League of United Latin-American 

Citizens or LULAC. By 1935, there were LULAC chapters from 

Texas to California and by the 1960's, LIJLAC was a national 

85 organization, 

The basic goals of LULAC were underscored in the 

early days of the organizîi.tion. The position of LULAC re-

mains essentially the same today. The members of LULAC 

S^Ibid. 

^^lbid. 

t < 

By 1925, other Mexican-American groups had been ^ 

created in south Texas. These groups included the Order i 
J 

Sons of Texas, the Order Knights of America, and the Cit- j ^ 
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want to: 

Eliminate as much as possible race 
prejudice on both sides of the dividing 
line and to gain for the lîexican-
American equality before the law, equal 
facilities for education and other forms 
of improvement, and a reasonable share 
of political representation in the affairs 
of the community, state, and nation.86 

Education for effective citizenship is what LULAC 

demands. Pl. C. Gonzalez stresses the point that LULAC 

supports education, rather than political agitation, as 

the avenue to progress. He declares that LULAC is not a 

political action organization but is devoted to Mexican-

American progress through education and legal action in m 
• w. 

the courts, Every year LULAC chapters award scholarships i 

to young Mexican-Americans to enable them to attend college, 

Also, LULAC is devoted to American nationalism and does 

not encourage Mexican-American separatism as suggested by 

the concept of "la raza." On the contrary, LIJLAC works 

towards Mexican-Araerican acculturation into the American 

• 4. 87 society. 

Mexican-American acculturation has increased in San 

Antonio because of the activities of LULAC. The highlight 

of the LULAC year in San Antonio is the annual LUL."C 

0. Douglas Weeks, "The League of United Latin-
American Citizens: A Texas-Mexican Civic Organization," 
The Southwestern Political and ::ocial Science Quarterly, 
Vol. 10 (Deceraber, 1929), p, 259, 

87 
Gonzalez, op, cit. 

t 
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festival at which the "LULAC of the Year" is announced. 

The proceeds from the festival go to the LULAC scholarship 

fund. LULAC's activities proraoting Mexican-American ac-

culturation can be shovm by the evolution of the annual 

LULAC festival. The evolution of this event is very 

significant because of four reasons: (1) it displays the 

decline of Mexican nationalisra araong Mexican-Americans in 

San Antonio, (2) it shows an increase in Mexican-Araerican 

identification with the society of the United States, 

(3) it represents the educational value of organized ethnic C 
m 

group activity, and (4) it shows that the activities of î* 

organized groups are indicative of a changing political 

setting. The annual LULAC festival has evolved frora the 

traditional Mexican national holiday of Ginco de Mayc A 

detailed analysis of periodic Cinco de Mayo celebrations 

shows the evolution of the LULAC festival. 

Cinco de Mayo (May 5) is a î\''exican national holiday 

which celebrates the victory of the Mexican national army 

over a French army of the Emperor l-aximilian. Aithough 

the actual end of the Maxirailian regime in Mexico did not 

corae until 1867, the first Mexican victory was on May 5, 

1862. Adherents of l-'exican nationalism brought thr cele-

bration to Texas with them in the years after 1910. 

Q O 

San Antonio Express, May 2, 1948. 
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In 1948, Cinco de Mayo was celebrated in San 

Antonio with four days of celebrations held in two city 

parks. These celebrations were under the joint sponsor-

ship of the Mexican Committee for Civic and Cultural Action 

and the Consulate General of Mexicc A carnival spirit 

prevailed with games and musical events presented three of 

the four nights. A homes and gardens beautification con-

test was sponsored by the Mexican Consulate General. A 

queen was selected on the night of May 5 to reign over a 

^San Antonio Express, May 2-5, 1948. See also 
the San Antonio Light, May 5, 1948, 

qo 
' San Antonio Express, May 2-4, 1952, '̂ee also 

the San Antonio Light, May 3 and 4, 1952, 

•« 

fair patterned after a country fair in Mexicc The C 
#• 

celebration came to an end with special services given to 

the Mexican victory in 1862.^^ ' îl' 

In 1952, Cinco de Mayo was celebrated with three 

days of celebration. A fiesta or fair was held with six-

teen queen candidates presented. A dance was held for the 

benefit of the LULAC scholarship fund to help Mexican-

American youth raeet college expenses. The queen was se-

lected and a grand ball held on May 4th with eraphasis 

placed upon LULAC activities in proraoting Mexican-American 

90 acculturation. 

In 1956, Cinco de Mayo was celebi-ated with two 

days of activities. The varir̂ us activities, which centered 
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around the selection of a king and queen for a grand ball, 

emphasized the program of LULAC. Proceeds from the grand 

ball went into the LULAC scholarship fund.̂ -"-

In 1960, no mention was given to Cinco de Mayo in 

the San Antonio newspapers or their Spanish language news 

sections. By 1960, the former Cinco de Mayo celebration 

had become referred to as the "annual LULAC festival." 

The program followed a format of king and queen selections 

with presentation at a grand ball proceeds from which went 

into the LULAC scholarship fund. The LULAC scholarship C 

fund was given prominent news coverage in the Spanish lan- í 

guage sections of the San Antonio newspapers.^ ! 
t 

In 1964, the Spanish language sections of the San 

Antonio newspapers made reference to Cinco de Mayo only on 

May 5. The celebration had, by 1964, clearly become a 

fund raising event of LULAC. The highlight of the celebra-

tion was the selection of the "LULAC of the Year." No 

mention of the original reason for Cinco de Mayo was in-

cluded in the news coverage of the LULAC festival. No 
93 aspect of Mexican nationalism was prominent in the activities.^^ 

^ San Antonio Express, May 4 and 5, 1956. See also 
the San Antonio Light, May 5, 1956. 

^ San Antonio Express, May 3, 1960. See also the 
San Antonio Light, May 4, 1960. 

-̂̂ San Antonio Express, Tay 5, 1964. 
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From 1948 through I964 there was a clear trend 

away from Mexican nationalism toward Araerican accultura-

tion in the May 5 festival. Mexican nationalism is no 

longer significant in the celebration. The May 5 event 

has become the highlight of the LULAC prograra in San 

Antonio as the raajor source for the organization's schol-

arship fund. That scholarship fund is devoted to the 

continued acculturation of Mexican-Americans, 

LULAC's eraphasis upon education has not satisfied 

some Mexican-Americans who believe that rauch more needs to f 

be done for the members of the ethnic group. LULAC has 

been successful in paving the way for other Mexican-

American groups, LULAC leadership is coraposed, for the 

most part, of older generation Mexican-Americans who were 

bold and imaginative for their day, Other Mexican-American 

groups, organized since World War II, are more aggressive, 

The younger and more contemporary Hexican-Americans are 

more impatient with Texas traditions ana practices than 

the older generation of Mexican->imericans. These younger 

Mexican-iimericans, those who have come on the scene in San 

Antonio over the last ten to fifteen years, find PASO raore 

action oriented. The "new breed" of Mexican-Merican is 

94 more anxious to move ahead by changing the status quc 

^^lnterview with Maury Maverick, Jr., in San 
Antonio, Texas, Uecember 27, 1967. 
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The Political Association of Spanish-
Speakin/r Organizations 

The 1960 presidential campaign introduced a new 

and broader focal point for Mexican-American politics. 

The era of Henry Gonzaiez' rise to political prominence 

marked the 1950's for Mexican-Ajnericans in San Antonic 

The Viva Kennedy Glubs initiated a new phase of Mexican-

American politics. Mexican-American leaders in San 

Antonio contend that it was the Viva Kennedy Clubs, with 

Henry Gonzalez and Albert Pena at the head, which saved 

Texas for John Kennedy in the very close election of 1960. 

After the presidential election, a way was found to keep 

up the momentum of Mexican-Araerican politics. Delegates 

representing the Viva Kennedy Clubs from all over the 

state of Texas raet in Victoria, Texas and initiated the 

movement that produced the Folitical Association of 

Spanish-Speaking Organizations (PASO), President Kennedy 

gave PASO a tremendous initial boost because he was rec-

ognized as an "amigo rauy bueno," (a very good friend).^-^ 

The purpose and aims of PÍLSO are broad and exten-

sive, PASO seeks to unite into one state non-partisan 

organization all persons regardless of race, color or 

creed desiring to solve those problems peculiar to citizens 

^^Frank L. Madla, Jr., "The Politicai Impact of 
Latin Americans and Negroes in Texas Politics," (Un-
published M, A, Thesis, St. Mary's University, San Antonio, 
Texas, 1964), p, 16, 

.4 

m 



/ 
/ 

142 '{* 

96 
Gonstitution of the Political A;:-:sociatiQn of 

Spanish-Speaking Organizations, Article . 

1 ... of Spanish speaking descent. Through political action 

PASO seeks to attain the rights of full citizenship for 

all Americans as guaranteed under the Constitution of the 

United States, PASO's program calls for united political 

activity for the economic, educational, cultural, and 

civic betterment of Mexican-Americans, To accoraplish 

these objectives it is necessary to encourage increased 

political participation, to provide a means of comraunica-

tion between members in all counties and communities to 

better coordinate the efforts of the group, to institute 

a program of political education amongst raembers of the ílfsss'' 

Spanish speaking community to better enable them to vote 

and qualify for political office, and to promote the elec-

tion and appointment to local, state, and national office, 

persons r̂̂ /mpathetic to the aims of the group, Also, PASO 

seeks to establish constructive relationships for local 

and national cooperation with other groups and organiza-
96 tions having sirailar aims, 

In a conversation with -LÍbert Pena, 1967 state 

chairman of PASO, the explanation was received as to why 

there is a PASO and why PASC works with Mexican-Anericans 

in San Antonio and south Texas to increase political action. 

In Texas there are over two million Mexican-Americans who. 

» ^ 

I ™ , 
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for the most part, are below average in hoolth, education, 

housing, and income, This segment of the population has 

been referred to as the "sleeping giant" because it has 

the potential to elect legislators who would sympathize 

with its probleras, PASO is conceived of as a means for 

channeling the thoughts and aspirations of these forgotten 

Americans to the legislators and news media,^ 

The loyalty of Mexican-American people has been 

demonstrated time and again in war and peace, Yet, when 

it comes to such matters as wages or decent streets, play-

grounds, education, and opportunity following in the wake 

of these things, the Mexican-American is the "forgotten 

man," The very public officials who owe their elections 

to Mexican-Americans often corapietely forget election 

promises and shut their eyes to their responsibilities, 

This is the reason for PASO: to seek out the candidates 

for public office at all levels and support those who will 

give the Mexican-American a chance to be a good /mierican. 

The Mexican-American askr. not for charity or abundant wel-

fare. He asks only for a chance to help himself. He asks 

for a chance for better pay and better education and decent 

medical care which are three ma.ior stepping stones to a 

better life, Therefore, PASO tcnds to support candidates 

who support Medicare, lederal aid to education, and strong 

07 
-" Albert Pena, op. cit. 
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labor laws. This is because PASO is not so worried about 

federal or union control but rather PASO is concerned with 

Mexican-Araericans who need a chance to live.^^ With this 

in mind, Albert Pena declared that: 

Our future is to play the role of the 
conscience of the liberal moveraent, the 
Democratic Party, and the Republican Party; 
and address ourselves to the task of elirai-
nating the evils of discrimination, segre-
gation in job opportunities, education and 
housing. It is in our hands to change the 
political complexion of the state of Texas 
not solely for the benefit of PASO, but for 

• the benefit of all Texans.99 

Additional Mexican-Araerican 
Groups in San Antonio 

There are additional Mexican-American groups active 

in San Antonic A relatively new organization in San Anto-

nio is the Federation for the Advancement of the Mexican 

American (FAÎ  A). FAMA was organized in 1967 with one basic 

purpose: to promote and develop programs fostering eco-

noraic, educational, cultural, spiritual, civic, and social 

betterment of the Mexican-American community. FAIIA see s 

to proraote the image of the Mexican-American as a patriotic, 

first-class American citizen. The organization is a fed-

eration which desires to unite in one forum all individuals. 

58ibid. 

'.Albert Pena, 1967 Prograra íor the otate Conven-
tion of the Political Associaticri of Spanir:h-'c peaking 
Organizations, n. p. 
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organizations, and leaders in San Antonio working for 

Mexican-Americans, The hope is to bring various Mexican-

American groups into an effective and positive relation-

ship with other groups involved in the areas of concern. 

The organization has an executive director and office in 

San Antonic 

Also in San Antonio there is a Mexican-American 

organization composed raainly of college age youths. The 

organization is the Mexican-Araerican Youth Organization 

(MAYO). It is a militant group small in n-umber with ap-

proximately thirty menbers. There are incredible problems 

among the poor of the Mexican-American community in San 

Antonic This condition ieads to militancy on the part of 

some, especially the young, Mexican-Americans. Gilbert 

Murillo, a social worker among Mexican-Araericans in San 

Antonio, says that because MAYO is militant the merabers 

start out with efforts that seera to never win or get any-

where. Frustration grows with each defeat and irration-

ality increases. Some of the Îlexican-Ámerican youth are 

so filled with bitterness and hatred for Anglo-Americans 

that they readily support and rally around the concept of 

"Brown Power." MAYO is patterned after the militant Negro 

group called the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 

'4 

•̂ ^̂ Brochure of the Federation for the Advancement 
of the Mexican Araerican, 1967, n. p. 



146 

or SNCC which emphasizes Afro-American heritage and history. 

MAYO emohasizes "la raza" as a rallying cry. "La raza" is 

a basis for MAYO to appeal to other militant Mexican-

American youth who are willing to unite against the "gringo" 

who has enslaved the "Mexicanc" t is an appeal to Mexi-

can nationalism, Unless conditions improve, Murillo de-

clares that violence is quite possible in sections of San 

Antonio's west side, 

In January, 1968 approximately 1,500 delegates 

from the southwestern United States representing Mexican-

American groups and aspirations met in San Antonio to pro-

claim "La Raza Unida" (the united race). It was a Kexican-

A.merican unity conference and it represents the most recent 

and progressive step in Mexican-Araerican social and polit-

. , .. 102 ical action. 

Leaders of the conference declared that La Raza 

Unida is a constructive effort by an ethnic group which does 

not owe anyone an apology for its origin and which is as 

proud of its heritage as it is of being a full-fledged 

Araerican. The consensus of feeling at the conference was 

that the most important achievement was pulling together 

Mexican-iUnericans of different groups from all across the 

-̂ •̂̂ lnterview with Gilbert Murillo, oan Antonio 
social worker, in San Antonio, Texas, Deceraber 28, 1967. 

"'•̂ L̂etter from Joe Bernal to the author, January 
31, 1968. 
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southwestern United States. San Antonio I'oxican-Araerican 

leaders declared it was the best thing to happen to their 

coramunity. They were pleased that it happened in San Anto-

nio because it signifies again that for most Mexican-

/imericans in Texas as well as the southwestern United 

States, San Antonio stands out as a baLie for direction and 

•A 103 
guidance. 

The greatest concern felt at the La Raza Unida was 

that for political activity. The most urgent neeci that was 

before the conference was the recognition by Mexican-

Americans of the use of the power of the vote in all eiec-

tions. The conference declared that there was no more 

effective way to let the power of the Mexican-Americans be 

felt than through the exercise of the political process by 

voting. Political success can only be secured through 

unity of purpose and La Raza Unida is believed to be the 
104 key to such purpose. 

The consensus of opinion among Mexican-Americans 

at the La Raza Unida conference v/as one of optiraism. John 

Alaniz of San Antonio declared: 

It's a dream that hr.s come true to many 
of us, and it is only regrettable that so 

lO^ibid. 

lO^Ibid. 



148 

raany other Mexican-Araericans who had the 
same dream didn't live to see it materi-
alized.105 

It remains to be seen how successful La Raza Unida 

will be. One thing is apparent, however, Mexican-Americans 

are on the move in Texas. Leaders and groups have devel-

oped and represent changes that have occurred in the 

political setting. The Mexican-iimericans have become more 

active in their political role; the sleeping giant is 

being aroused. 

Summary 

In San Antonio there has developed a new genera-

tion of Mexican-American leaders and groups. Traditional 

spokesmen of Mexican-Araericans have been replaced by new 

leaders who draw their power from the local Mexican-

American comraunity rather than from Anglo-ilmerican politi-

cians. C 

Henry Gonzalez and Albert Pena are given raore 

credit than any other Mexican-Americans for the development 

and stimulation of independent Mexican-î jnerican political 

behavior in San imtonic Gonzalez has become prominent on 

a national scale as Gongressnan frora San Antonic Pena, 

as Bexar County Goramissioner, gives voice to the deepest 

^San Antonio Sun, January 11, 1968. The San 
Antonio 'Sun is a supplement to the San Antonio Kewâ  
devoted to news of Mexican-American interest. 
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despairs and highest hopes of Mexican-AraericanL- in :.an 

Antonio, south Texas, and elsewhere. Additional Mexican-

American leaders have developed in San Antonio and they 

represent the increased political activity of the ethnic 

group, John Alaniz, Peter Torres, and Joe Bernal have 

come to occupy important positions between the Mexican-

Ajnerican comraunity and the larger coramunity of San Anto-

nic These leaders indicate the political awakening of 

Mexican-Americans in San i'mtonio since World War IT. 

The most outstanding illustration of original 

Mexican-American groups is the League of Latin-American 

Citizens. LULAC's purpose is to give voice to the aspira-

tions and needs of Mexican-Americans. Although the LUL.-̂ C 

organization was not originally intended to be a political 

group, its attempts to make Mexican-Americans aware of 

their rights have had political repercussions. 

In San Antonio, particularly after .v'orld War II, 

Mexican-American railitary veterans became active in advanc-

ing the political role of the ethnic group. Through bene-

fits received from their military service, many of the 

Mexican-iimericans finished high school, learned trades, 

corapleted college, and entered professions. In becomi.î : 

politically active these Mexican-iimericans have dem.anded 

more in return for their votes Ihan precedin.-T generations 

of Mexican-^imericans, 
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Since 1961, Mexican-Americans in San Antonio have 

used the Political Association of Spanish-Speaking Organ-

izations as a stimulant for political activity. PASO is 

a political action organization designed to serve as a 

means for united Mexican-American politics. It is the 

most aggressive of the Mexican-American groups in San 

Antonio in terms of supporting candidates and electioneer-

ing, 

Other groups, such as the Federation for the Ad-

vancement of the Mexican-i^erican, the Mexican American 

Youth Organization, and La Raza Unida, illustrate the 

political developments taking place within the Mexican-

i^erican community in San Antonic These developments 

have implications beyond San Antonio because of the city's 

cultural association with south Texas, 

The general development and activity of leaders 

and groups is highly related to participation in politics. 

The development of new leaders and the eraergence of various 

organizations are products of the political activity of 

Mexican-Araericans in San Antonic With the increase in 

independent Mexican-Ajnerican leadership and groups, there 

has developed a corresponding increase in Mexican-American 

participation in other aspects of Mexican-ilmerican politics, 

These aspects include voting, participation in elections, 

involvement in political parties, and inclusion in official 

positions of government. 

• fWî' •«; 



CHAPTER IV 

POLITICAL ROLE AND MEXICAN-AMSRICAN 

VOTING PATTERNS IN SAN ANTONIO 

In the analysis of political role on the personal 

level, voting patterns deraonstrate the definitions of the 

role held by the political actor in the behavioral pat-

tern, Angus Campbell and his associates declare, "in the 

contemporary world the activity of voting is rivaled only !' 

by the market as a means of reaching collective decisions 

from individual choices," In an examination of the po-

litical role of an ethnic group in relation to the polit-

ical setting, voting patterns are of paramount importance, 

It is voting patterns that can portray the political 

orientation of the p-roup within the context of the larger 

political setting. It is voting patterns that indicate 

the preferences of leaders and groups as to who shall con-

trol political power in the political setting. t would 

be difficult to overstate the significance of voting 

patterns in describing the characteristics of the ethnic 

group in its relation to the political setting. 

Angus Campbell, Philip E. Converse, Warren E, 
Miller, and Donald E. Stokes, The iimerican Voter (New 
York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc, 1960), p, 3. 

' ^ • ^ 

151 



152 

Mexican-American voting patterns in San iVntonio 

are aignificant bocause the voi.ing bohaviíji' oi Iht- ethnic 

group is a primary means whereby the group can change the 

political setting, Also, Mexican-American voting patterns 

indicate the characteristics of ethnic politics in San 

Antonic The literature of political science provides a 

framework for description of voting patterns and enables 

the examination to focus upon the characteristics of eth-

nic politics by comparison with Mexican-Araerican voting 

patterns in San i^tonic 

A Note on Literature for Analyzing 
Ethnic Groups, Voting Patterns, 

and Political Role 

There are several reasons for ethnic group interest 

in politics which have led to various voting patterns, 

These reasons include the following: 

1. Persons of ethnic background are 
interested in politics for the same reasons 
as the rest of the population; they have 
occupational interests which may be affected 
by governmental economic policy, they are 
subject to local and national taxation, they 
have personal preferences among candidates 
and political parties,2 

2, There is ethnic rivalry or conflict 
which takes several forms, Irish have in-
creased their political activity to keep 
control from the invading Italians; Jews in 
Boston supported the Republican Party be-
cause the Irish controlled the Democratic 

Robert Lane, Political Life: Why People Get 
Involved in Politics (New York: The Free Press of Glen-
coe, Inc, 1959), p. 236, 



153 

organizations; Yankee Protestants attempted 
to secure Italian support for the Republican 
Party in New York against the Irish Democrats,-^ 

3. National policy dealing with inmaigra-
tion has been a matter of considerable concern 
for ethnic groups, Desiring increased immi-
gration by fellow ethnics, American ethnic 
groups have been active in the past regarding 
quotas and regulations on immigration.4 

4. The interest which members of various 
ethnic groups take in foreign policy also 
leads these groups into the political arena. 
As ethnic groups becorae more politically ac-
tive, gradually "in the party platforms 
appeared planks that espoused the immigrant 
causes: Irish independence, Italian nation-
alism, Zionism."5 

5. The relationship between political 
strength and distribution of rêwards becomes 
important if the ethnic group lives in 
physically segregated areas, for then street-
paving, sewage disposal, street lighting, 
school facilities, and other governmental g 
services become ethnically related matters. 

In his study of ethnic voting patterns, Robert 

Dahl has observed that ". . . in spite of growing assiraila-

tion, ethnic factors continued to raake theraselves felt 
7 

with astonishing tenacity." RayTnond Wolfinger has 

-̂ William F. V/hyte, Street Gorner Society (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1955), p. 196; Oscar Handlin, 
The Uprooted (Boston: Little, Brown and Oo., 1951), p. 216 

^Lane, op. cit., pp- 13-14 and 237. 

'̂ Handlin, op. cit., p. 208, 

Lane, op, cit, , p. 21̂ 3. 

Robert Dahl, V/ho Governs? (Mew Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1961), p. 59. 
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demonstrated that ethnic voting patterns persist into the 

r u i î c i . i i i l a i l L l i i f . l ; r : n t ^ r n I i o i i r i f i i i i l i>f* >\n ,n<:r. I Í I M I , i n c ^ l l . i i i i . -

pot or not, ethnic voting nay be with us for a iong time 

+ 8 to come, 

Michael Parenti suggests that part of the expla-

nation for ethnic voting patterns beyond the second and 

third generations is to be found in the distinction between 

assimilation and acculturation. Acculturation refers to 

the system of beliefs, values, norras, practices, symbols, 

and ideas (science, art, artifacts, language, law and 

learning included). Assimilation refers to the system of 

interrelations and associations among individuals and 

groups. Thus a church, famiiy, club, informal friendshio 

group, or formal organization composed of individuals 

interracting in some kind of context involving roles and 

statuses are elements of assimilation. The beliefs, sym-

bols, and practices mediated and adhered to by members of 

the church, family, club, or group are elements of accul-

turation. 

Raymond E. Woifinger, "The Developraent and Persis-
tence of Ethnic Voting," Araerican Political Science Review, 
Vol. 59 (December, 1965), ^p. 896-908, 

Q 

^Michael Parenti, "Ethnic Politics and lilthnic 
Identification," Ajnerican Political Science Review, Vol. 61 
(September, 1967), p. 718. See also Talcott Parsons, The 
Social System (Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 1951). 
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Therefore, when we speak of the melting pot we are 

more accurate in terms of acculturation than in terms of 

assimilation. For ethnic social sub-systeras may persist 

or evolve new structures independent of the host society 

despite cultural transitions in the direction of the main-

stream culture. In the face of widespread acculturation, 

the ethnic group still maintains a social sub-structure 

encompassing primary and secondary group relations com-

posed of essentially one's fellow ethnics. 

Nuraerous writers have observed the influence of 

ethnic cultural variations on political life, causing one 

to conclude that not only is there slim evidence to show 

that assimilation is taking place, but there is even some 

question as to whether acculturation is anywhere complete. 

There are several explanations for the ærsistence of in-

dividual ethnic identity. First, even if the avaiiable 

range of social exposure brings a raan into raore frequent 

contact with out-group merabers, early in-group experiences, 

farnily narae, and filial attachraents raay implant in him a 

natural awareness of, and T.erhaps a pride in, his ethnic 

origins. Furtherraore, the acculturated ethnic may be no 

Ibid. See also Arnold ,v. Green, "A líe-examina-
tion of the Marginal Man Goncept," Social Forces, Vol. 26 
(1947), no. 167-171; Milton Gordon, iissimilation in Åjneri-
can Life'(New York: Oxford University Press, 1964), p. 34; 
and Erich Rosenthal, "Acculturation without ASRirailation," 
ihnerican Journal of Sociology, Vol. 66 (November, 1966), 
pp. 275-288. 
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more acceptable to the native group than the unacculturated 

Few things so effectively assure the persistence of in-

group awareness as out-group rejection, and much of the 

ethnic cradle-to-grave social structure, often considered 

"clannish," is really defensive. 

Selected Mexican-Araerican Voting 
Precincts in San Antonio 

In order to analyze Mexican-American voting pat-

terns in San Antonio, seven voting precincts were selected. 

The primary reason for selecting these particular seven 

precincts was because their locations have not changed in 

twenty years. Since 1948,these seven precincts have re-

mained within the same boundaries and the same nuinbers. 

It is necessary to recognize these precinct characteristics 

in showing Mexican-American voting patterns over the pre-

vious two decades. Additional precincts that could have 

been utilized have a major handicap: their precinct lines 

have not remained stable over the last twenty years and in 

some cases their nurabers have been changed. Consequently, 

to produce as accurate an analysis as possible, the study 

utiiized seven precincts whose locations have remained 

constant. 

Ibid. , p. 722. See also ..'esley and Beverly 
Allinsmith, "Religious Affiliation and Politico-Economic 
Attituder:," Public Opinion Quarterly, Vol. 12 (19^8), 
pp, 377-3í3v; and Lawrence Fucns, The Political Behavior 
of the American Jews (Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 
1956), 
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The seven precincts chosen represent a cross sec-

tion of the precincts on the west side of San Antonic 

All of the precincts contained a substantial majority of 

Mexican-American residents, Some of the precincts con-

tained Anglo-American as well as Negro voters. One of tne 

precincts contained Negro residents in excess of ten per 

cent with two precincts exceeding twenty per cent. Median 

income per family ranged from over S4,000 to less than 

•̂̂ 2,000 annually. While the educational average was low 

for all precincts, there was distribution in median years 

completed in school ranging from less than four years to 

raore than eight years. Table 9 lists the characteristics 

of the population in the seven selected precincts. iil-

though the data is based upon 1960 census reports, there 

has not been a substantial change in the socio-economic 

character of the precincts since 1960, 

Figure 2 indicates the location of the seven pre-

cincts and shows that their distribution extends from the 

core of San ivntonio westward to the city limits. Precinct 

12 corresponds with census tract 44; prccinct 16 corres-

ponds with census tract 59; precinct 21 corresponds with 

census tract 34; precinct 22 corresponds with census tract 

35; precinct 23 corresponds with census tracts 22 and 36; 

precinct 24 corresponds with census tracts 39 and 40; and 

precinct 25 corresponds with cersus tract 38. 

îr-
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Precinct 12, with 94 per cent Mexican-Americans in 

1960, had the lowest median family income and least nuraber 

of school years corapleted of any of the precincts studied, 

Precinct 16, containing 86 per cent Mexican-American popu-

lation, had the highest median family income; it is also 

the precinct with the highest percentage of Anglo-Americans 

of any of the seven precincts. Of the seven precincts 

used in the study, three contained Mexican-/miericans in 

excess of 90 per cent. These three (12, 23, and 24) had 

the lowest median school years corapleted of the seven pre-

cincts. In all of the precincts, the greater the percent-

age of Mexican-iiraericans, the lower the median number of 

school years completed. In those precincts with the 

smallest percentage of Mexican-Americans, the median faraily 

incorae and the median number of school years corapleted was 

the highest of the seven precincts. The exception was 

precinct 16 which contained the greatest concentration of 

Anglo-Ajnericans, These population characteristics are 

shown in Tables 9 and 10-

Under these circumstances there are certain obser-

vations that are pertinent to the voting patterns of 

Mexican-Americans, Mexican-Americans occupy a position of 

low socio-economic status because of low education, low 

status occupations, low incoines, and an ethnic rainority 

position. These factors becorae collectively important in 
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TABLE 10 

MEXICAN-AMERICAN POIÍJLATION I N 1960 IN 
SEliECTED PRECINCTS OF SAN ANTONIO 

Precinct Mexican-Americans Ío of Total /o 

12 

16 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

6,956 

8,726 

9,716 

8,909 

7,721 

11,591 

5,528 

94 

86 

79̂  

63̂  

90 

92 

62' 

a 13'/ Negro 

26/̂  Negro 

^22'/n Negro, 

SOURCE: Raw data is from U. o. Bureau of the Oensas. U, S 
Census of Population anci Housinr: 1'.'60. Censua 
Tracts, Final Report (1)-134 (v̂ /ashington, D. C : 
U. S, Govemment Printing Office, 1962), Voting 
precinct correlation is from data received from 
the office of the Bexar County Clerk, San Antonio, 
Texas, 
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analyzing and describing the voting patterns of Mexican-

12 Americans in San Antonio. 

Analysis of voting statistics in the selected 

Mexican-American precincts provides the basis for deter-

mining voting patterns. Utilization of registration 

figures and voting turnout indicate the extent of partici-

pation by Mexican-Americans, Description of a series of 

presidential and senatorial elections as well as a series 

of senatorial and gubernatorial primaries enables us to 

determine the ideological and píirtisan nature of Mexican-

American voting patterns in San Antonio. 

Mexican-American Registration and Voting 
Turnout in Selected Precincts 
in San Antonio 1948-1966 

The voter registration of Mexican-Americans in San 

Antonio has increased since 1948, The registration has 

doubled in the last twenty years, In the seven precincts 

representative of Mexican-Americans chosen for this study, 

registration was 7,019 in 1948. In 1968 total registration 

for the seven precincts was 13,431. Table 11 portrays 

these registration features. 

On the impact of socio-economic conditions and 
voter participation see Lane, op, cit., pp, 220-221; 
Campbell, et, al., op, cit., pp. 404-408; Lester 'w'. Milbrath, 
Political Participation (Chicago; a(and r'cKally v Co, 1965), 
PD- 120-131; and Seymour î. Lipset, Political Man: The 
Social Bases of Politics (Crarden City: Doubleday k Co,, 
1960), pp, 188-190, 
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TABLE 11 

MEXICM-AMERICAN REGISTRATION IN SAN ANTONIO 
IN SELECTED PRECINCTS 1948-1968 

Year Total Registered 

1948 7,019 

1952 8,649 

1956 9,623 

1960 8,712 

1964 9,805 

1966 16,520 

1968 13,431 

SOURCE: Office of the Bexar County Clerk, San Antonio, 
Texas. 
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In 1966, Mexican-American voter registration 

increased phenonenally, Wheroas the registration for 1964 

totalled 9,805, in I966 the total registered was 16,520. 

The main explanation for this large increase in Lhe course 

of two years was the demise of the poll tax as a registra-

tion requirenent. Since 1902, the poll tax served as the 

means of voter registration in Texas. It was long criti-

cized as a deterrent for voter registration for persons of 

13 low socio-economic status. -^ In 1966, the Supreme Court 

of the United States ruled the poll tax unconstitutional 

as a prerequisite for voting in state elections. Subse-

quently, special provisions were made in Tezas for a two 

week voter registration period during which persons could 

register vího had not registered during the reguiar regis-

tration period. A massive voter registration drive occurred 

in San Antonio and thousands of persons were regis-cered 

who had never before registered to vote. In the enthu-

siasm to register as many people as possible in the two 

week special registration period, severai persons of I-iexi-

can background were registered who were not United otates 

citizens. Charges and countercharges of fraud and political 

•̂ Edwin L. Dickens, "The Poil Tax in Texas," 
(Unpublished M. A , Thesis, Texas University of Arts and 
Industries, Kingsville, Texas, 1963), 

Harper v Virginia Board of Elections 383 '̂̂  • S, 
663 (1966). 
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manipulaticin were made between Anglo-American politicians 

and Mexican-American politicians. After an official in-

vestigation it was discovered that four aliens hsd been 

mistakenly registered by enthusiastic workers. However, 

in 1968 several of the leaders of the voter registration 

drive of 1966 refused to participate in encouraging 

Mexican-Americans to register to vote and, consequently, 

voter registration declined to less than that of 1966. 

The reason given for lack of participation by those per-

sons who had led the voter registration drive of I966 

was disgust with politics and politicians after the pub-

licity and arguments arising out of the 1966 registra-

tions, -̂  In the final analysis, however, there has been a 

steady increase in the number of Mexican-Americans regis-

tered to vote in San Antonio, 

Mexican-American voting tumout has steadily 

increased in San Antonio since 1948, whereas the seven 

precincts chosen for this study had a turnout of 3,914 in 

1948, in 1964 the number was two and one-half times as 

great with a turnout of 8,540, These figures correspond 

to voting turnout in presidential elections as indicated 

by Table 12, 

Not only has there been a tendency toward increased 

voter turnout, but the percentage of turnout has increased. 

-^^lnterview with Bill Ci-ane, Professor 01: Govern-
ment, .̂t. Kary's University, in San Antonio, Texas, 
April 11, 1968. 
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n\ TABLE 12 

MEXICAN-AI4ERICAN VOTING IN SAN ANTONIO 
SELECTED PRECINCTS IN PRESIDENTIAL 

ELECTIONS 1948-1964 

Year Votes 

1948 3,914 

1952 6,621 

1956 6,612 

1960 7,308 

1964 8,540 

Per 

55. 

76. 

68. 

83. 

87. 

cent 

.7 

.5 

.7 

• 9 

.1 

SOURCE: Office of the Bexar County Clerk, San Antonio, 
Texas, 
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By comparing the number voting with the nuinoer registered, 

we note a movement toward increased voter turnout nercent-

age. An increase from 55.7 ner cent turnout in 19^8 to 

87.1 per cent turnout in 1964 indicates a significant 

change in oarticipation by Î'exican-Americans registered to 

vote in L;an Antonio. In the last two presidential elec-

tions, í'exican-i'ijnerican voters in San Antonio have turned 

out to vote over 80 per cent of the tirne. These percent-

ageo are well above the national average even in presiden-

tial elections. When one considers the evidence that 

Mexican-Ainericans, as an ethnic group, have a voter turnout 

in excess of 80 per cent, this is a remarkabie statistic. 

Numerous studies have indicated that minority groups and 

low-status persons have IOVÍ voter participation. Mexican-

Americans in San Antonio, once the.y are registered to vote, 

tend to vote at a higher rate than the general American 

population. Herein lies the most significant evidence of 

the political awakening of l-exican-Americans in San Anto-

nio since Viorld V/ar IT. 

ríot oniy have Mexican-Americans in 1-,'an Antonio 

increased their voter registrati(jn and percentage of voting, 

their increased nolitical articulation has an ideological 

and partisan character. Mexican-Americans in San Antonio 

•̂  Milbratn, op. cit.. pp. 110-141, See "iibrath 
for a series of references on political participation and 
socio-economic status. 
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tend to vote for those candidates with whom they have 

greater ideological and partisan identification. 

Mexican-American Voting in 
Presidential Elections 

1948-1964' 

In 1948, a dramatic conflict within the riemocratic 

Party reflected a division between the conservative and 

liberal factions that had been eraerging over a series of 

elections. Three raain issues that identifieci conservative 

Democrats in Texas concerned the nomination of a senatorial 

candidate, the instruction of presidential electors, and 

the control of the party machinery. Conservative ^̂ emo-

crats in Texas in 1948 supported Coke Stevenson for the 

senatorial nomination, a slate of unioledged uresidential 

electors, and anyone who would oppose Harry Truman, Lib-

eral Democrats were that faction of the Democratic Party 

who were Roosevelt-Truraan men and they suonorted Lvndon 

Johnson for the senatorial nomination. v.ith regard to 

presidential electors, liberal Democrats wanted a r.iate of 

17 electors pledged to the re-el.ection of Truman. 

In San Antonio the major newspapers came out in 

editorials supporting the Republican Party and its nominee, 

17 
V. 0- Key, Jr,j Southern Politics in State and 

Mation (New York: Alfred .̂. Knopf, 1949), pp. 255-258. 
See also Alexander Heard, A Two-Party SouthV (Chf̂ cel Hill: 
The University of North Carolina Press, 1952), nr/. 253-261; 
and Seth S. KcKay, Texas and the Fair Deal (San nntonio: 
The Naylor Co-, 1954), pp, 246-251 and 271-275. 
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Thomas Dewey, the Governor of New York, The San Antonio 

ligbt explained the issues by declaring that: 

The nation needs an administration that 
will foster free enterprise, that will pro-
vide equal justice between labor and manage-
ment in industrial issues, and that wiil 
pursue a constructive program of more busi-
ness in government and less goverrmient in 
business, The Truman administration is 
incapable of that service, for it is wedded 
to socialism and labor demagogy. The Truman 
administration advocates socialized medicine 
and federalized education. The policy-
makers are them.selves socialists, inimical 
to the Araerican way. The nation needs an 
administration that will purge native Com-
munists out of government. The Truman 
administration cannot do this because the 
New Deal has been infested by Cormnunists 
since its earliest phases. The American 
people must elect Dewey and Warren.l8 

The voters in San Antonio did not heed the advice 

of the newspapers and voted instead for the Democrats. 

Harry Truman carried Bexar County 35,970 to Dewey's 26,202. 

The Republican vote was concentrated in the northern pre-

cincts of the city which were primarily Kepublican. The 

vote went overwhelmingly for Truman among Negro and Mexi-

can-yimerican voters. Truman carried the Mexican-Amei'ican 

precincts by margins of from five to one to upwards of ten 

to one. The Democrat received "8.8,o of the votes cast. 

Table 13 lists these voting patterns for selected Mexican-

American nrecincts. 

•̂ Ŝan imtonio Light, November 1, 1948, 
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In 1952, voters in Texas were concerned about the 

attitude of the two presidential candidates toward the 

tidelands issue, Eisenhower had said that he supported 

the Texas position; he said he felt that federal ownership 

of land was calculated to bring about steady progress 

toward centralized ownership and control which he bitterly 

opposed. Adlai títevenson was approached by Governor Ailan 

Shivers for a statement; the Democratic nominee replied 

with support for a recent Supreme Gourt decision denying 

state control of the tidelands."^^ Shivers thereupon 

announced that he could not support otevenson in the presi-

dential election. Governor Shivers declared that he would 

recommend voting a "split ticket;" Texans should choose 

Eisenhower for President, then switch to the Democratic 

column for the party's nominees, Shivers headed a group 

called "Democrats for Eisenhower" and frequently referred 

to the 1952 election as a "year of decision." Texans 

widely believed the charge made in the Dallas News that 

the major issue was "Texas* historical right to its own 

lands." To the astonishment of all observers, there were 

more than two million votes cast in the general eiection 

of 1952; thø figures represented more than a 72 per cent 

increase over the highest total ever compiled in a general 

-̂ Û, S, V Texas 339 U, S, 707 (1950). 
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election in Texas. Eisenhower received the vote of 

1,102,878 Texans; Stevenson received 970,128.^^ 

líisenhower carried Bexar Gounty with 65,3sa to 

50,260 for Stevenson. However, L'tevenson won all of the 

Mexican-American precincts by receiving 76.2̂ '; of the votes 

cast. Precinct 21 gave Stevenson a four to one raajority 

with 1,033 votes to Eisenhovær's 244, Precinct 25 gave 

Stevenson a five to one majority with 247 votes to 51. 

Although Eisenhov/er was winning the co\mty and the state 

plus fashioning one of the largest popular victories in 

the nation's history, Mexican-Ainerican precincts in San 

Antonio were voting for iidlai Stevenson. See Table 13 for 

Mexican-American voting patterns in 1952. 

The Eisenhower administration proved very popular 

in Texas. The new president asked Gongress to pass a spe-

cial law giving Texas the right to its tidelands, and this 

was done. Partly as a result of this act Eisenhower again 

carried Texas in 1^Í56. Primarily because of ̂ íisenhower's 

popularity -'nd opposition to AdJai Stevenson, Texans gave 

21 
Eisenhower 1,080,619 votes to ;..tevenson' s 859,958. 

^̂ îlcKay, op. cit., pp. 356-376, 406-418, and 423-
424, -̂ee also 0. Douglas V/eeks, Texas Presidential Politics 
in 1952 (Austin: The University of Texas Press, 1953). 

^•^0. Douglas V/eeks, Texas One-Party Politics in 
19^6 (Austin: The University of Texas Press, 1957J, 
op, 15-50. 
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In Bexar County the Eisenhower vote was practically 

identical to that of four years earlier. Eisenhower did 

receive more votes in the county in 1956 than in 1952; 

65,901 to 65,391. Stevenson lost votes between 1952 and 

1956; 50,260 to 46,790. The Kexican-American precincts 

gave a majority of their votes to Adlai Stevenson. The 

Democratic nominee won 72.1̂ 0 of the votes cast in the 
t 

election. Although the percentage for Stevenson was not 

as high as that of 1952, the former governor of Illinois 

did̂  carry the Mexican-American precincts from two to one 

to three to one. Table 13 indicates these voting patterns 

for Mexican-American precincts in San Antonio. 

The presidential election of 1960 attracted a record 

turnout of over 69 million voters in the United States. 

The vote in Texas was also the largest recorded in the 

state's history, John Kennedy, the Democratic nominee, 

received 1,167,932 votes to Richard Nixon's 1,121,699. 

Thus, Kennedy received 46,233 voteo more than Nixon in 

Texas,^^ 

In Bexar Gounty the vote went to Kennedy by a mar-

gin of 75,300 to 63,931. A majority of 11,369 votes for 

Kennedy was based largely on the substantial returns he 

received in the Mexican-American precincts. In the Mexican-

22 
0. Douglas Weeks, Texas in the 1960 Presidential 

Election (Austin: The University of Texas Press, 1961), 
pp. 63-78, 
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American precincts support for Kennedy was simply over-

whelming as he won 69f> of the votes, The "Viva Kennedy" 

clubs had operated successfully throughout the campaign 

and produced ten to one m.ajorities for John Kennedy, Al-

though Nixon was very popular in the high socio-economic 

precincts of San Antonio, Kennedj'-'s margins were staggering 

in the Mexican-American and Negro precincts. Nixon's 

popularity was based upon his identification with the 

Eisenhower presidency under whom he was vice-president. 

John Kennedy's liberal support for civil rights, his Catho-

lic religion, and his Democratic partisanship corabined to 

produce a heavy turnout in the low socio-econoraic precincts 

of San Antonio. In the middle-class Anglo-Saxon precincts 

of south side San Antonio, Kennedy and Nixon were fairly 

even in voter support. Kennedy's personality coupled with 

Mexican-American political organizations active on the 

west side of San Antonio produced a tremendous surge of 

votes for the Democratic nominee. See Table 13 for the 

results of votin̂ r in Mexican-American precincts in San 

Antonio in 1960. 

The presidential election of 1964 was the most 

devastating landslide since 1936. All of the states in 

the United States, except five in the deep South and 

Arizona, went for Lyndon Johnsor., the Democratic candi-

date, In Texas all 254 counties went Democratic except 
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sixteen diehard Kepublican counties. These counties, 

mostly rural and in the western areas of the state, cant 

majorities for Barry Croldwater. It is significant that 

three of the four largest counties in Texas — Harris 

(Houston), Dallas (Dallas), and Tarrant (Eort Worth) — 

which had gone Republican in 1960 gave Lyn(3on Johnson 

2'5 sizable majorities in 1964. 

In Bexar Gounty Johnson defeated Goldv/ater two to 

one. Johnson receivod 108,658 votes to Goldwater's 

53,469, (roldwater received his greatest support from the 

north side of San Antonio which has traditionally given 

Republican presidential candidates a base of support in 

San Antonio. Goldwater's opposition to expanded federal 

welfare activities, to civil rights legislation, and to in-

ternationalism provided an appeal to conservative San 

Antonio voters. The support for Lyndon Jolinson and the 

Democratic Party in the Mexican-American and Negro pre-

cincts was overwhelming. Johnson received margins in 

excess of twenty to one and he won 957̂» of the votes cast, 

In the seven precincts included in this study as indica-

tive of Mexican-American voting patterns in San Antonio, 

Johnson received over 1,000 votes in five of the precincts 

and over 900 in another, Barry Goldwater received 112 

•̂ O. Douglas Weeks, Texas in 1964: A One Party 
State Again? (Au'stin: The University of Texas Press, 
1964), pp. 29-30, 
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votes in precinct 23 and less than 72 votes in the other 

precincts, (loldwater received 12 votes to Johnson's 577 

in precinct 12. Precinct 23, which gave Goldwater his 

largest vote in the selected precincts, has one of the 

highest percentages of Anglo-American populations of the 

precincts studied. Table 13 indicates these voting pat-

terns for Kexican-American precincts on the west side of 

San Antonio in 1964. 

In presidential elections in San Antonio, the 

Mexican-Americans over the past twenty years have con-

sistently supported the Democratic Party. In recent elec-

tions Mexican-Americans in San Antonio have overwhelmingly 

rejected conservative Republicans. These voting patterns 

are evident particularly after 1964 and the most recent 
•x-

organizational activities among Mexican-Americans. 

To further analyze the voting patterns of Mexican-

Americans in San Antonio, state wide elections, such as 

those for senatorial and gubernatorial candidates, must be 

considered. These elections snow the partisan and ideolog-

ical character of the Mexican-American electorate in San 

Antonio. 

Mexican-American Voting in United 
States Senatorial Elections 

Elections in Texas for the office of United States 

*See footnote 52 on page 204 for 1968 election 
results. 
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Senator have genera]ly been decided in the prinary of the 

Democratic Party, Since the Republican ^arty, until re-

cently, has not been strong enough to contest senatorial 

elections, nomination in the i)emocratic primary has been 

tantamount to election, 

In 1961, a series of events culminated in the elec-

tion of a Republican candidate foi' the office of United 

States Senator, A special election was held in Texas in 

1961 to fill the vacancy created by Lyndon Johnson's 

election as Vice-president of the United States. In a 

run-off with interim appointee, William Blakley, Republi-

can John Tovíer became the first Republican senator from 

Texas in ninety years. John Tower's victory came with a 

voter turnout in Texas of oniy one-third that of the 1960 

presidential election. The Republican victory occurred 

after the first election in which five raajor Democratic 

candidates severely weakened party Linity through factional 

disputes. Had the parties nominated candidates in the 

usual manner, and had the respective winners of their party 

nominations been identified by party affiliation on the 

special election ballot, it is unlikely that Repubiiĉ in 

24 Tower would have been elected. 

James T;. Soukup, Glifton XcCleFkey, and iîarry 
Hollowáy, Party and Factional Division in Texas (i.ustin: 
The University of Texas Press, 1964), p- 26. 
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In the 1961 special election won by John Tower, 

Democrat Wiliiam Blakley carried the Mexican-/.merican pre-

cincts in San Antonio. Blakley received 68.5 pei' cent of 

the votes cast in Mexican-ivmerican precincts. Although 

the margins of triumph for Blakley were large araong the 

San Antonio Mexican-Americans, they were not nearly as 

large as those margins given John Kennedy in 1960 or those 

given to Henry Gonzalez in the special congressional elec-

tion held later in 1961. The fact that Anglo-Americans 

did not substantially support Blakley contributed to the 

Tower victory in Bexar County. John Tower carried Bexar 

County 27,161 to 22,821. The off-year election served to 

limit traditional Democratic voter turnout. Blakley was 

identified as a conservative and some Mexican-American 

leaders did not work for his election. A 5,000 vote mar-

gin for Tower could have been erased in the Mexican-

American pi-ecincts had Blakley not been identified as a 

2S conservative Democrat. What Mexican-Anerican turnout 

there was, strongly supported the Democrat Blakley. These 

voting patterns among San Antonio Mexican-Americans are 

shown by Table 14, 

In 1964, the senatorial election between liberal 

Democrat .-íalph Yarborough, and his Republican opponent, 

George Bush, was much closer in Texas than the presidential 

^^lbid., pp, 13, 129, and 151 
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election of that year, The incumbent, Yarborough, received 

1,463,958 votes and the Republican, Bush, received 1,134,337 

votes, Yarborough's victory margin was 329,621 votes, Of 

the 254 Texas counties, Yarborough carried 222 and Bush 

32; yet the margin of the Yarborough victoi'y was ciose in 

?fi many of the counties won by him, 

In Bexar County, Yarborough received a larger per-

centage of the vote than in any other major metropolitan 

county in the state. He received three votes for every two 

given to Bush and carried the county 95,051 to 64,532. 

Yarborough received 13,000 fewer votes in Bexar County 

than did Lyndon Johnson. George Bush won 11,000 more votes 

in Bexar County than did Barry Goldwater. In the Mexican-

American precincts the Yarborough margins were as high as 

those for Lyndon Johnson, as Yarborough won 93,8 per cent 

of the votes. Although Bush ran ahead of Goldwater in 

Bexar County, in the iMexican-American precincts the lib-

eral Democratic Yarborough won substantial majorities. 

Yarborough's support for civil rights, medical care for 

the aged, and other liberal proposals paid high dividends 

from Mexican-American voters. 

It is instructive to compare thc suoport riven 

Ralph Yarborough in the Fexican-American precincts in San 

Antonio in 1964 v;ith the V/i.Miam Blakley vote in the same 

Weeks, Texas in 1964, op. cit., p. 31. 
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precincts in 1961, Mexican-American voter turnout was 

much higher in the presidential election year. One must 

consider this factor in making a comparison between the 

support given to Yarborough and the support given to 

Blakley by r-'iexican-/jrierican voters in San ,\ntor.io. Raiph 

Yarborough did have a record of support for liberal pro-

grams designed to help the socio-economic conditions of 

Fexican-Americans. William Blakley had no such record. 

Consequently, there was a tendency among Mexican-American 

voters in San Antonio to support the liberal Democrat to 

a greater degree than the conservative Democrat. Table 

14 indicates these voting patterns of Mexican-Am.ericans 

in San Antonio. 

A senatorial election of particular significance 

was that of 1966 when Republican John Tower sought re-

electicn. Waggoner Carr, identified with the conservative 

faction of the Democratic Party in Texas, opposed Tower. 

Carr was a former jpeaker of the Texas House of :-epresenta-

27 tives as well as a two term Attorney General of Texas. 

Tov/er won the election in what was a raajor triumph for the 

Republican Party in Texas. Tovær received 842,501 votes 

27 
On the factional aspects of the Democratic i'arty 

in Texas see ;:;oukup, KcCleskey, and Holloway, op. cit. ; 
Clifton McCleskey, The Government and Politics of Texas 
(Boston: Little, Brown and Co., Inc., 1966), pp. 80-126; 
and Wilbourn E. Benton, Texas Its Government and Politics 
(Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, Inc, 1966), pp. 120-
128. 
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to 643,B55 for Carr, The incumbent Reoublican carried all 

of the major metropolitan counties of Texas including 

Bexar County. Of the 254 counties in Texas, Carr carried 

105, However, the overwhelming majority of these counties 

were small rural counties that did not produce substantial 

numbers of votes, 

In Bexar County the Republican candidate scored an 

impressive victory. Tower received 59,170 votes to Carr's 

29 44,176, ^ Although Carr carried ali of the Mexican-

American precincts in San Antonio, his margins of success 

were so low that he could not offset the large majorities 

given to Tower on the north side of the city. Carr re-

ceived 74,2 per cent of the Mexican-American votes and the 

Republican won 25.8 per cent of the votes. Table 14 shov/s 

that Mexican-American voters in San Antonio did not give 

Waggoner Carr the degree of support given by them to Ralph 

Yarborough in 1964, When we consider that Mexican-;imerican 

registration in San Antonio reached an all time high in 

1966, the lack of support given to the conservative Demo-

crat represented a major loss to the conservative faction 

of the Democratic Party. iVhereas the seven orecincts 

selected for this study produceĉ  an 87.1 per cent turnout 

in 1964, in 1966 these precincts voted only 33-6 per cent. 

28 Texas Alraanac and ndustrial Guide (Dallas: A. n 
Belo Corp., 1968-1969), pp. 606-609. 

^^ bid,, p. 606, 
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Of the potential 16,520 votes in the seven precincts, 

Waggoner Carr received only 24,9 per cent. Although Carr 

defeated Tower in the Mexican-American precincts, Carr's 

identification with the conservative faction of the Demo-

cratic Party restricted his appeal to the Mexican-American 

voters in San Antonio. 

In anaLyzing Mexican-American voting patterns in 

San Antonio we find that Mexican-Americans generally vote 

Democratic and tend to support liberal Democrats to a 

greater extent than conservative Democrats. This observa-

tion can be further tested by analysis of Democratic Party 

primaries which show Mexican-American voting patterns 

within the dominant party in Texas. 

Mexican-American Voting in Democratic 
Party Senatorial Primaries 

1948-1964' 

There were eleven candidates for the Democratic 

nomination for the office of United States ;̂enator from 

Texas in 1948. Of the eleven it was generalLy conceded that 

the race was mainly between Congressman Lyndon Johnson and 

ex-Governor Coke Stevenson.'^ There was an indeiinite but 

clear split between liberals and conservatives in the fight 

to succeed .enator V.'. Lee O'Daniel. Inost observerá thought 

New Dealish Congressman Johnson a bit brash to clialleniTe 

Coke Stevenson's bid for the United States Senate. The 

^ McKay, op, cit,, pp, 164-218, 
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ex-Governor had served longer than any other governor. He 

had been the wartime chief executive and was admired by 

Democrats of property and affairs who regarded him as safe, 

Congressman Johnson had received Franklin Roosevelt's 

support in the special senatorial election of 1941, which 

Johnscn lost to Governor O'Daniel by a small margin. By 

1948,Johnson had lost rauch of his crusading spirit which 

had been identified with a rather vigorous liberalism. He 

had conformed to the necessities of building a statewide 

following. Wevertheless, in 1948 Lyndon Johnson was 

"51 recognized as a long-time supporter of the ílew-Deal.'̂  

The primary was held in July, 1948 and the eleven 

candidates so divided the vote that no one candidate re-

ceived a majority of the 1,202,392 votes cast. As was 

expected, Stevenson and Johnson received sufficient sup-

port to bring them into a i*un-off in August. 

In the voting and counting of the ballots in the 

run-off election, there followed an amazing episode in 

Texas political history. So ciose was the election that 

the final results were not known until the September can-

vass by the State Democratic Executive Committee. The 

canvass by the Committee gave Johnson 494,191; Stevenson, 

494,104. There was a difference of only 87 votes in a 

total of almost a million cast, Stevenson forces charged 

"̂l 
•̂  Key, op, cit,, p, 258, 
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fraudulent voting in certain south Texas counties, Johnson 

forces made similar charges regarding certain east Texas 

counties, 

V/hether there was fraudulent voting has been de-

bated since that time, What did occur was bloc voting by 

Mexican-Americans in rural counties of south Texas where 

the Anglo-American political machines had fallen out with 

Coke Stevenson and turned against him in the senatorial 

primary. Particularly in Duval, Jira Wells, and Zapata 

counties extremely large margins were given to Johnson. 

Bloc voting by Mexican-Americans according to the wishes 

of their patron or boss remains evident in these three 

south Texas counties. Consequently, state wide candidates 

must make allowance for this characteristic of south Texas 

if they want the support of literally thousands of votes; 

votes that can decide elections. Breaking this traditional 

practice is one of the major goals of Mexican-American 

leaders and groups who want, instead, Mexican-Americans to 

vote for Mexican-American interests rather than those of 

the patron or boss. 

In Bexar County in 1948 voters supported Lyndon 

Johnson in the very close race for the Democratic nomina-

tion for United States Senator. Johnson received 15,610 

votes to Stevenson's 15,511. In the Mexican-American 

^^McKay, op, cit,, pp, 218-246. 
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precincts Johnson received a slightly higher margin of 

victory by winning 60,3 per cent of the votes. Johnson 

carried all of the Mexican-American precincts because 

Mexican-American voters identified Johnson with Franklin 

Roosevelt and the New Deal. Conservative Democrats in 

Bexar County were sufficiently influential in the Mexican-

American precincts to secure for Stevenson a substantial 

vote. Also, Stevenson's tenure as Governor of Texas made 

his name known among Mexican-American voters and this 

33 helped his cause. Table 15 shows these voting patterns 

among Mexican-Americans in San Antonio in 1948. 

In 1954, Lyndon Johnson sought re-nomination for 

United States Senator. His primary opponent was a polit-

ical unknovm whose main campaign issue v;as that no candi-

date should be elected without some opposition. The 

primary was an insignificant contest with Johnson winning 

easily. In the Mexican-American precincts in San Antonio 

there was opposition to Johnson because he had become 

identified with the conservative faction of the Democratic 

Party. Ljmdon Johnson, as a state wide office holder, had 

moved more closely to tbe conservatives since 1948 and in 

so doing had aroused Mexican-American opposition in San 

Antonio, Johnson's winning percentage in 1954 was 62,8 

per cent, only slightly higher than 1948, By 1̂ 5̂4, the 

•̂ -̂ lnterview with Maury I.averic;-., Jr. in San 
Antonio, Texas, December 27, 1̂ ;67. 
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activities of Mexican-American leaders and groups were 

developing a degree of political awareness among Mexican-

Americans so that a clear trend toward liberal voting was 

emerging in Mexican-American precincts, Although con-

servative Democrats still dominated Bexar County politics, 

there was change developing within the poiiticai setting 

by which liberal Democrats could exert more influence in 

Bexar County elections. 

In the Democratic senatorial primary of 1958, lib-

eral Democrat Ralph Yarborough was given overwhelming 

support in the Mexican-American precincts of San Antonio. 

Yarborough was identified with iidlai Stevenson and liberal 

Democrats in 1952 but Mexican->miericans did not support 

Yarborough when he ran against Allan Shivers for the guber-

natorial nomination in that year. In 1954, when Yarborough 

ran against Shivers a second time, Mexican-American voters 

in San Antonio rallied to his cause. In 1958, in the sen-

atorial primary against w'illiam Blakley, Ralph Yarborough 

received heavy support on the v/est side of >'an . ntonio and 

carried Bexar County 35,532 to 25,698.-'^ The incumbent 

United States Senator won 85,9 per cent of the votes. 

^ Ralph Yarborough was the incumbent since he had 
been elected in a special election to fill the vacancy 
created by the resignation of Price Daniel. He defeated-
Blakley, a Dallas millionaii'e businessnan, at that time 
also. " See Aonnie Dugger, "Texas' New Junior benator," 
New Republic, Vol. 136 (April 22, 1957^ p. 8, 
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Table 15 indicates these voting patterns in the selected 

precincts of San Antonio. 

In 1964, Yarborough was opposed by Czordon i cClendon, 

The issue of liberalism versus conservatism was a major 

issue in the primary campaign, McClendon campaigned as a 

conservative alternative to the liberal Senator Yarborough. 

Over-centralized government in Washington, liberal give-

away programs, and destruction of individualism were 

assailed by McClendon as products of senators such as 

Ralph Yarborough. Ralph Yarborough countered with argu-

ments for civil rights legislaticm, federal programs to 

combat poverty, and humanitarian treatment of all persons, 

Yarborough won the nomination by 232,438 votes out of 

1,577,584 votes cast in the state. The support given to 

Yarborough by Mexican-Americans in San Antonio was similar 

to that of 1958 as he won 85.3 per cent 01 the votes. The 

liberal senator carried all Mexican-Araerican precincts by 

large margins and víon Bexar County 50,264 to i-lcClendon' s 

26,145. Table 15 shows these voting patterns araong 

selected Mexican-American precincts and leads one to era-

phasize Kexican-American support for liberal }en:ocrats in 

primaries devoted to the n-̂ raination of senatorial cardi-

dates. 

-̂  For results 01 state wide as well as county 
returns from the 1964 m'in?.ry see Texas i-.lraanac and 
ndustrial Ouide (Dallas: A. lî. -elo Corp., 1966-1967), 
pp. 560-566, 
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Mexican-American Voting in Democratic 
Gubernatorial Primaries 

1950-1964 

Another means of analyzing Mexican-Araerican voting 

patterns in San Antonio is through results obtained from 

Democratic gubernatorial priraaries. These results reflect 

upon the nature of the political setting, 

Upon the death of Beauford Jester in July 1949, 

the lieutenant governor, Allan Shivers, succeeded to the 

governor's office. The new governor had served for ten 

years in the Texas Senate before becoming lieutenant 

governor; thus he had considerable experience in the ways 

of Texas oolitics.^ 

In the July primary of 1950 Shivers proved himself 

an able campaigner and won easily over six opponents, His 

major opponent was Caso March who was identified with the 

liberal faction of the Democratic Party, March, a law 

professor at Baylor University, had been a candidate in 

1946 and 1948 losing both times to Jester.̂ '̂  In 1950, 

Shivers carried bexar Gounty six to one with a vote of 

36,901 to 6,413 for March. Shivers carried all of the 

Mexican-American precincts by large raargins winning over 

80 per cent of the votes. Table 16 indicates the voting 

^ Seth McKrjy and Odie Faul-k, The Sâ -a of Texas: 
Texas After Spindletop (Austin: Steck-Vaughn Co,, 1965), 
pp, 214-215. 

"57 
^ McKay, Texas and the Fair Deal, op, cit,, p, 312, 
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TABLE 16 

VOTING IN DEMOCRATIC GUBEHKATORIAL PRIMARIES 
SELECTED PRECINCTS IN SAN ANTONIO 

1950-1964 

Precincts 

Candidates: 

1950 Ist 
Shivers 
March 

1952 ist 
Shivers 
R. Yarbgh 

1954 2nd 
Shivers 
R, Yarbgh 

1952 2nd 
Daniel 
R, Yarbgh 

1958 Ist 
Daniel 
Gonzalez 

1962 2nd 
Connally 
D, Yarbgh 

7fl2 

217 
53 

116 
97 

71 
281 

111 
242 

39 
297 

237 
116 

1964 Lt. Gov. 
Smith 54 
Fuentes 203 

#16 

245 
72 

135 
97 

193 
459 

259 
509 

117 
662 

287 
296 

118 
529 

#21 

386 
85 

202 
213 

135 
643 

221 
448 

69 
672 

481 
291 

108 
529 

#22 

351 
84 

146 
149 

129 
578 

176 
429 

58 
636 

486 
308 

120 
499 

#23 

285 
82 

212 
170 

193 
486 

227 
435 

107 
598 

498 
396 

185 
705 

^24 

220 
46 

122 
119 

229 
618 

165 
430 

31 
641 

270 
269 

76 
344 

#25 

35 
12 

54 
22 

65 
278 

105 
291 

31 
394 

558 
426 

177 
545 

Votes 

1739 
434 

987 
867 

1015 
3343 

1264 
2784 

452 
3900 

2817 
2202 

838 
3354 

< 
/" 

81.1 
19.9 

53.8 
46.2 

23.2 
86,7 

31.2 
68,8 

10.3 
89-7 

56,1 
43.9 

19.9 
80.1 

SOURCE: Bexar County Records of Democratic Primary 
Elections, San Antonio, Texas. 
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patterns of Mexican-American precincts in San Antonio 

in the 1^50 priraary, 

The Democratic gubernatorial primary in 1952 is of 

interest not only because of the contest for governor but 

for the fight to get the state's electoral votes for Pres-

ident. Texas state races, more than ever before, were 

tied to national issues and the presidential carapaign. In 

fact, it was difficult to decide where the national cam-

paign ended and the state carapaign began. Political 

observers, the old guard hepublicans, the Trumfm loyal 

Democrats, and Democrats who supported Dwight Eisenhower 

agreed that it was very doubtful if there was a dividing 

line between the two campaigns. The Shivers campaign for 

re-election was strongly identified with conservative Demo-

crats in Texas, opposition to Truman, and "sins of 

Trumanism" such as civil rights laws, corruption in Wash-

ington, inflation, centralization, bureaucracies, and 

Communism in "high places." ;it Iph Yarborough, Austin 

attorney who opposed Shivers in the Democratic primary, 

waged a vigorous campaign against the governor and attacked 

several parts of Shivers' program for Texas. Few people 

believed that Yarborough had rauch of a chance against the 

leader of the conservative faction of the Democratic Party 

and the Texas anti-Truman forces. Yarborough iiiipressed 

his public as a young man of capabilities. However, he, 

like Adlai Stevenson, was so identified with the wew Deal 
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as well as "Tru.manism" that it was useless for him to 

insist that he was not a "hand picked pro-Fair Dealer 

candidate." Shivers polled 833,861 votes, Yarborough re-

ceived 488,345 votes.-̂  

In San Antonio and Bexar County Shivers received 

24,412 votes to 12,538 for Yarborough. This two to one 

margin for Shivers was reduced when one looked at the 

Mexican-American precincts. Shivers carried practically 

all of the Mexican-American precincts but only by slight 

raargins receiving 53,8 per cent of the votes, /ilthough 

there was general support for Shivers' renomination, 

Yarborough received strong support in sorae of the Mexican-

American precincts. Mexican-Americans did not follow 

Shivers' advice and split their ticket and vote for the 

Republican candidate for president, Mexican-American 

voters cast their ballots only for Democratic candidates 

in 1952. Hence, the Mexican-American precincts voted 

heavily for Stevenson for president but less so for 

Shivers for governor, A vote of this nature indicates 

party identification with some ideological considerations. 

Since Adlai Stevenson was described as too liberal for 

Allan Shivers, a vote for Shivers could be defined as a 

^ j'cKay, Texas and the Fair Deal, op. cit., 
pp. 377-378. See also McKay and Faulk, op. cit., pr. 214-
218; and Fred Gantt, Jr. , The Chief hjxecutive in Texas 
(Austin: The University of Texas Fress, 19^^4), pp. 44-45, 
207, and 316; D. B, Hardeman, "Shivers of Texas: A 
Tragedy in Three Parts," Harper' s, Vol. 21': (November, 
1956), pp- 50-56, 
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vote against Stevenson, Such was not the case in Mexican-

American precincts, Although many Mexican-Araericans did 

vote for Kalph Ysrborough against Shivers, Shivers never-

theless carried most of the Mexican-American precincts. 

During these years the conservative Democrats controlled 

Bexar County politics to such an extent that they could 

deliver many Mexican-/yiierican votes to state wide candi-

dates. Mexican-American voters gave most of their support 

to the incumbent conservative governor against the liberal 

Yarborough and at the same time voted for Adlai Stevenson 

for president. Party loyalty to the Democratic candidate 

was sufficiently strong in Mexican-Araerican precincts that 

their vote went to Stevenson rather than Sisenhower. See 

Tables 13 and 16 for these voting patterns among San Anto-

nio Mexican-Americans in 1952, 

In 1954, Shivers asked the Deraocratic voters to 

give hira a third term as governor. His chief opponent 

again was Ralph Yarborough. A large number of candidates 

in the first primary brought about the necessity of a run-

off primary which Shivers won 775,088 to 683,132 for 

Yarborough. The run-off was cast in terms of conservatism 

39 versus liberalisn within the Democratic Party.^^ 

In San Antonio and .Bexar County the political set-

ting had changed in so far as riexican-Americans were 

•̂ "McKay and Faulk, op. cit., p. 221. 
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conoerned. Although Shivers again carried the county, his 

margin over Yarborough was much less than in 1952. Shivers 

won 38,985 and Yarborcugh received 31,174 votes. In the 

Mexican-American precincts Yarborough v/on a substantial 

majority of the votes. Yarborough carried practically all 

of the Mexican-Araerican precincts by handsome margins win-

ning 86.7 per cent of the votes. Mexican-American leaders 

and group activities delivered the Mexican-American vote 

to the liberal Oemocrat. See Table 16 for Mexican-American 

vcting patterns which show the changing political setting 

from 1952 to 1954, 

Shivers' third terra was not a happy one because of 

a scandal in the veterans' 'land program, Other developments 

led to a decline in the popularity of the governor, In 

the Democratic primary of 1956 United States oenator Price 

Daniel declared that he would seek the gubernatorial nomi-

nation. ííis major opponent was Ralph Yarborough, who was 

making his third attempt for the governor's office. In 

all, six candidates entered the first primary and so di-

vided the vote that a run-off was required. In the run-

off primary Daniel eraerged victorious over Yarborough. 

Senator Daniel received 698,001 votes to 694,830 for 

Yarborough. Yarborough received the support of labor 

groups, re,?^ar Democrats v/ho had not bolted the party in 

Hardeman, op. cit,, pp, 54-55. 
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1952 and again in 1956, as well as racial and ethnic 

minority groups. Price Daniel, a former Attorney General 

of Texas who had been elected United States Senator in 

1952, was supported by conservative Democrats.^'^ 

In Bexar County Price Daniel was able to maintain 

the conservative Democratic success experienced by earlier 

state wide candidates of the conservative faction. Daniel, 

a supporter of Eisenhower for President, received 38,985 

votes to 27,870 for Yarborough. In the I»;exican-American 

precincts Yarborough received extensive support and 

carried all of the precincts on the west side of San Anto-

nio. Yarborough won 68.8 per cent of the votes. In 1956, 

the Mexican-Americans not only supported the liberal 

Yarborough for governor in the Democratic prira.ary but also 

voted for Adlai Stevenson for president. This voting pat-

tern was different from that of 1952 when Kexican-Americans 

supported Shivers and indicates a changing political set-

ting in San Antonio because of the political role of 

Mexican-Americans, 

Price Daniel announced in 1958 that he would seek 

a second term. His most important opponent was State 

Senator Henry B. Gonzalez from San Antonio. Dai iel easily 

won the priraary, Democrats of Texas (DOTj, an organization 

^ McKay and Faulk, op, cit., np. 221-222, 

^^lbid,, p. 223, 
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oi' lioerai .Democrats, supported Gonzalez' opposition to 

Daniel. From the very beginning there was little chance 

of success for Gonzalez since he was a Mexican-Araerican, 

a liberal, a Catholic, and Daniel was running for a tra-

ditional second terra, Governor Daniel received 60 per 

cent of the total vote and v/on víithout the necessity of a 

run-off. Gonzalez finished second in the balloting with 

19 per cent of the vote, but ran ahead of Daniel in 

minority group areas of urban centers and won eleven 

counties. The counties won by Gonzalez were primariiy in 

south Texas where he received a heavy ethnic vote from 

fellow Mexican-Americans. South Texas political raachines 

did not endorse Gonzalez, yet he carried several counties 

indicative of a changing political setting in the re-

43 gion,̂ -̂  

Henry Gonzalez did not win his home county of Bexar 

as Price Daniel received 33,939 votes to Gonzalez' 26,029. 

In the Mexican-American precincts, as should have been ex-

pected, Gonzalez won landslide margins by receiving almost 

ninety per cent of the votes. He was not able to counter 

Daniel's voting strength in the southern and northern 

parts of San Antonio. Gonzalez' ethnic identification 

with Mexican-Americans contributed to his strong support 

^^Eugene Rodriguez, Jr., "Henry Gonzalez: A 
Political Profile," (Unpublished M, A, Thesis, St. Mary'í: 
University, San Antonio, Texas, 1965), po, 85-87, 
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in the west side precincts of San Antonio. The fact that 

Gonzalez was from San Antonio injected an element of lo-

calism into the campaign but that did not help him with 

Anglo-American voters, The ethnic and ideological dif-

ferences between Gonzalez and Daniel were the major issues 

operating against the state senator in his horae tovm. 

In 1960, Price Daniel won re-nomination for a 

third term as Governor of Texas without any effective op-

position. In 1962, as usual, the raajority party in Texas 

was split into liberal and conservative factions. John 

Connally eraerged as the winner of the priraary after a run-

off. 

The Democratic primary of 1962 included several 

major candidates; consequently, a run-off priraary resuJ.ted. 

In the run-off, John Connally, protege of Lyndon Johnson, 

was opposed by liberal attorney Don Yarborough of Houston. 

Connally, although associateîd with John Kennedy' s New 

Frontier as Secretary of the Navy, took instead a more con-

servative position. Don Yarborough was the exponent of 

the New Frontier. Yarborough keyed his carapaign to the 

need for improvements in the state's social services and 

44 economic tiolicies. 

In the run-off priraary Connally increased his 

original vote from 431,498 to 565,174, a net gain of only 

McKay and Faulk, op. cit., p. 226; and .oukup, 
McCleskey, and Holloway, op, cit., pp, 140-145. 
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133,676, By contrast, Don Yarborough sliowed a net gain of 

220,938, increasing his ori.crinai total frora 317,986 to 

538,924. Connally's margin was only 26,250 votes, giving 

him 51.2 per cent and Yarborough 48.8 per cent of the 
45 votes, 

In San Antonio and Bexar Oounty John Connaliy 

emerged victorious because of a series of campaign maneu-

vers which denied Don Yarborough the Mexican-American 

support Yarborough sorely needed. Gonnally's carapaign in 

San Antonio was waged along a broad poiitical spectrum. 

He criticized federal aid to education and advocated a ten 

per cent cut in state spendi/ig. Largely, however, he 

avoided direct stands on most state and nationai issues 

and in the run-off refused to participrtte in a series of 

television debates proposed by Yarborough. Connally's 

association with the Kennedy administration was effectively 

utilized in Negro and Mexican-American precinctí-. Dis-

turbed by liberal successes in the Deraocratic Party, a 

coalition of Ijyndon Johnson and /Qlan chivers sur;porters 

supplied the bulk of Connally's carapaign funds in San 

Antonio. Aithough the Political Association of Spanish 

^^Soukup, McCleskey, and Holloway, op. cit., 
pn, 145-149, See also Gantt, op. cit., pv, 296-297. 

Interview with John Alaniz, Mexican-American 
political leader in San Antonio, in l.>an Antonio, Texas, 
December 27, 1967. See also '..'illie Mo?̂ ris, "Texas 
Politics in Turmoil," Harper's. Vol. 225 (.september, 1962), 
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Speaking Organizations (PASO) endorsed Don Yarborough, the 

campaign strategy for John Connally paid off as Connally 

carried the county 41,915 to 23,296. In the Mexican-

American precincts, Connally's margin of victory was sraali 

but he did secure enough votes to carry the west side pre-

cincts by winning 56 per cent of the votes cast in the 

primary election. .̂ee Table 16 for Mexican-American voting 

patterns in 1962. 

In the gubernatorial election of 1962, John 

Connally was opposed by Republican Jack Cox, a forraer Demo-

crat and confidant of Allan Shivers. Gonnally made a 

determined effort to unite the warring factions of the 

Democratic Party and did manage to do so. He carried San 

Antonio and Bexar County by corabining conservative Demo-

47 crats and Mexican-Americans, Connally was successful in 

putting together a very fragile and uneasy conservative-

liberal coalition that secured 60 per cent of the vote in 

Bexar County. His greatest success was on the west side 

as Republican Oox received heavy support from north í̂ ide 

San Antonio. The election was one of the closest 

pp, 86-86; and Frank Madla, Jr,, "The Political Impact of 
Latin Araericans and Negroes in Texas Politics," (Unpub-
lished M, A, Thesis, St, Mary's University, San ;.ntonio, 
Texas, 1964), pv- 76-77, 

'̂ '̂ Willie Morris, "Texas," Nation, Vol. 195 
(October 27, 1962), p, 257. 
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gubernatorial elections in Texas history as Cox won 45 per 

cent of the total state wide vote, 

By 1964, the "fragile coalition" within the Demo-

cratic Party was split and the feuding factions returned 

to norraal, In March, 1964, liberal Democrats raet in 

Houston and formed the "Texas Organization of Liberal Demo-

crats," They supported Lyndon Johnson for president, but 

some of them were not too enthusiastic, The liberals' 

greatest enthusiasm was for Senator Ralph Yarborough, At 

the Houston meeting Ralph Yarborough was endorsed for re-

election along with a state vride ticket for the coming 

priraary which included Don Yarborough for governor and 

Albert Fuentes, Jr, for lieutenant governor. Fuentes, a 

former offiOial of the Political Association of Spanish 

Speaking Organizations, was from San Antonio and had been 

active in Mexican-American political efforts in the city 

' as well as in south Texas, Fuentes was given much credit 

49 ^ ^ for organizational activities among Mexican-Americans,^-' 

The 1964 Democratic primary was a landslide for 

Governor Connally as he carried all but two of the state's 

254 counties and won by raore than seventy per cent of the 

vote, Oonnally, after two years in ofiice, had become one 

x' /-' ̂  

^^Soukup, McCleskey, and Holloway, op. cit., 
pp, 150-151. 

49 Weeks, Texas in 1964, op, cit., pp, (-9 
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of the raost popular of all state wide candidates. Don 

Yarborough polled only 471,871 votes to Connally's 

1,124,609.^^ 

Preston Smith, the incumbent lieutenant governor, 

carried the state by a margin greater than Connally. 

Smith, identified with the conservative faction of the 

Democratic Party, received 1,160,218 votes to 304,350 for 

Albert Fuentes, Smith carried Bexar County 40,927 to 

26,559. In the Mexican-American precincts, Fuentes re-

ceived very large majorities by receiving over 80 per cent 

of the votes, As a horae-tovm liberal Mexican-American, 

Puentes defeated Smith easily in the Mexican-American pre-

cincts of San Antonio. Smith received such large majorities 

in the other Bexar County precincts that Fuentes was easily 

defeated in the county, although Smith won only 19.9 per 

cent of the votes in Mexican-American precincts. Ethnic 

identification was a factor in this primary as Fuentes, 

being a Mexican-American, received his greatest support 

from Mexican-American precincts,-^ See Table 16 for 

Mexican-American voting patterns in the prinary for the 

Democratic nomination for lieutenant governor in 1964« 

^^lbid,, pp. 10-14, 

•̂̂ See the Texas Almanac and Industrial Guide 
(Dallas: i^., H. Belo Corp., 1966-1967), pp- 563-566 for 
1964 primary results. 
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Tn 1964, and again in 1966, John Connally was re-

elected as Governor of Texas without difficulty, Connally 

was unopposed in the Democratic primary of 1966, After 

1966 Connally had his appointees in every seat on every 

one of the state's 200 boards and commissions. Connally 

supporters were in a large raajority in the Texas Legisla-

ture, 

Mexican-American voters in San Antonio supported 

John Connally for his elections against token Republican 

opposition. The vote was much heavier for Connaliy in 

1964 than in I966 as Connally won 96 per cent of the votes 

in 1964 and almost 85 per cent of the votes in 1966. The 

heavy turnout associated with the presidential election of 

1964 conceivably explains tiie larger vote for Connally in 

that year as opposed to I966, Opposition to a state rnin-

imtim wage law and lack of acceptable support for Mexican-

Araerican demands in the suramer of 1̂ 6̂6 contributed to 

Connally's decline in popularity among Mexican-Araericans. 

In the suraraer of I966 ConnalJ.y refused to support a march 

sponsored by Mexican-Americans in their deraand for ;. state 

minimum wage law, Leaders of "The March" sought a r.eeting 

with the governor in Austin on Labor Day but the governor 

was not available. In San Antonio, Mexican-American 

leaders and organizations declared that they would no longer 

support John Connally as Governor of Texas, In the general 

election of 1966 Mexican-American precincts in San Antonio 
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gave most of their votes to Connally; however, their 

support was substantially lower than that of 1964 as the 

Republican candidates increased their votes from 4 per cent 

in 1964 to over 15 per cent in 1966, Table 17 indicates 

these voting patterns among Mexican-Americans in San Anto-

nio, 

Mexican-American votinê  patterns in 1968 were un-

changed from the immediately preceding elections. In the 

Democratic party primaries in the spring of 1968, Mexican-

American leaders and groups endorsed liberal Don Yarborough 

against several recognized conservative Democrats. In 

the run-off priraary, won by Preston Smith, Nexican-Americans 

voted overwhelmingly for Don Yarborough. 

In the general election of 1968, Mexican-Americans 

gave most of their votes to the Democratic party. fíowever, 

PASO endorsed Republican Paul Eggers for governor against 

Preston Smith in the belief that Eggers was raore liberal 

than Smith, Eggers raade a direct appeal for Mexican-

American votes and in so doing indicated that the Republi-

can party in Texas is seriously attempting to compete 

with Democrats, In the presidential election Kexican-

Americans voted in very large majorities for Hubert 

52 
Humphrey against Richard ixon. 

^^Dr, Bill Crane, Professor of Government at St, 
Mary's University in San Antonio, in commentin,̂  on the 
1^68 electivon, observes that Hexican-Americans throughout 
south Texas overwhelmingly voted for Humphrey, In fact. 



205 

TABLE 17 

VOTING IN GUBERlNÍATORIAL ELECTIONS SĤ LI-ICTSD 
PRECINCTS IN SAN ANTONIO 

1964-1966 

Precincts #12 #16 #21 #22 #23 #24 #25 Votes io 

Candidates: 

1964 
Connally 523 879 1116 1203 1408 934 1425 7488 96.0 
Crichton 13 39 43 50 103 23 43 314 4.0 

1966 
Connally 181 480 742 712 763 636 638 4152 84,8 
Kennerly 25 129 107 96 181 103 104 745 15.2 

SOURCE: Bexar County Records of Special and General 
Elections, San Antonio, Texas, 
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Summary 

The political participation of Mexican-Americans 

in San Antonio has increased over the last twenty years. 

Participation in voter registration and voting percentage 

has increased. Mexican-American organizational efforts 

have had a primary role to play in bringing about in-

creased political participation. 

The real breakthrough for Mexican-Americans came 

in the period of 1952 through 1956, Albert Pena and Henry 

Gonzalez provided the impetus for increased participation 

by their political leadership, Prior to 1952 Mexican-

Americans were dominated by Anglo-American political bosses 

to an extent that enabled the bosses to deliver large num-

bers of Mexican-American votes. The activities of Mexican-

American leaders and groups encouraged independent Mexican-

American voting patterns, 

In San Antonio the great majority of Mexican-

Americans are supporters of the Democratic Party. Over 

the past twenty years Mexican-American precincts have reg-

ularly turned in a raajority of their votes for Deraocratic 

candidates. Within the Democratic Party, Mexican-Americans 

have followed a pattern of support for liberal Democrats. 

the percentage of Humphrey support was even slightly larger 
than that for Kennedy in 1960- The west side support for 
Henry Gonzalez was even larger than usual. Coordinated ef-
forts by Senator Ralph Yarborough, Congressman Henry 
Gonzalez, and County Commissioner Albert Pena produced nine 
out of ten Mexican-American votes for the Democrats. Letter 
to the author from Dr. Bill Crane, November 26, 1968, 
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Mexican-Americans tend to support the liberal faction of 

the Democratic Party because the liberais have proposed 

programs that coincide more closely with the socio-economic 

aspirations of the Mexican-American people. 

Ethnic voting patterns are apparent among Mexican-

Americans. On those uccasions when Mexican-Americans 

have had an opportunity to vote for a meraber of their ethnic 

group, they have responded positively. Although there were 

few Mexican-Americans in the primaries and elections uti-

lized in this study, those candidates were given strong 

support by their fellow Mexican-Americans. 

With the increase in Mexican-American voter regis-

tration and voting percentage there has come increased 

political power for Mexican-Americans. Their voting pat-

terns have provided a means by which political power has 

been brought to bear on the political parties, issues, and 

government of San Antonio, 



CH/iPTER V 

POLITICAL ROLE AL;D I^XICAN-AMERICAN 

POLITICAL ACCESS IK 

SAĴI ANTONIO 

Analysis of political role on the personal level 

calls attention to the success of the political actor in 

gaining access to government. Access is understood to 

mean actually holding an office or being able to influence 

an office-holder, Alfred de Grazia contends that for the 

majority of Americans access to governraent constitutes 

holding an office or some representative of the grouD 

holding an office, Ethnic groups are vitallj'" concerned 

with the individuals in official positions of government 

because those office-holders may or may not identify with 
2 

the ambitions of the group. Hence, the basic objective 

of groups in their political activity is to gain acce:s 

to government, 

Alfred de Grazia, Public and Republic (New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, Inc, 1951), p. 3. 

Robert Lane, Political Life: Why People Get 
Involved in Politics (New York: The Free Press of Glen-
coe, Inc, 1959), pp. 101-114. See also Oscs.r Handlin, 
The Uprooted (Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1951), 
pp, 207-209. 

^David Truman, The Government^ii Process (New York 

208 
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In analyzing the personal level of political role 

of Mexican-Americans in San Antonio, this investigation 

must consider the factor of access to the offices of gov-

ernment, Gaining access to the offices of govemment, 

where earlier access was denied, represents a changing 

political setting for the political actor. It is useful 

for this study to emphasize the foilowing mechanisras by 

which a political actor may secure access to the offices 

of government: (1) nonpartisan groups; (2) political par-

ties; and (3) political elections and appointments in the 

official government, The literature of political science 

provides a basis by which the study can compare political 

access with Mexican-American politics in San Antonio, 

A Note on Literature for Analyzing 
Politics, Political Access, 

and Political Role 

A nonpartisan group represents an organization 

which rejects the idea of a political party. It also re-

jects the idea of affiliation with a political party and 

chooses instead to reward its friends and punish its ene-

mies according to the interests of the group. The 

Alfred A. ?:nopf, Inc^, 1951), PP- 264-265. See also V. 0 
PCey, Jr., Politics, rarties, and Pressure Groups (ĵ ourth 
edition; New York: Thoraas Y. Crowell Co., 1958), p. 22; 
and Dan Nimmo and Thomas D. Ungs, American Political Pat-
terns (Boston: Little, Brovm and Co., 1967), pp. 4-17, 

Key, op, cit,, pp. 70-71, 
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rationale for nonpartisan politics, which spread widely 

during the early decades of the twentieth century to many 

cities, schools, and other local bodies, was thfit local 

affairs should be divorced from national and state poli-

tics, It was argued that partisan politics raust be "kept 

out" of school, health departments, and so on. Conse-

quently, nonpartisan elections are provided by law in raany 

American communities. In the overwhelraing majority of 

cities with coraraission and city-manager forras of govern-

ment and forty per cent of the mayor-council cities, non-

partisan eiections are used for election of councilmen, 

Many popular officeholders cultivate the image of being 

above politics and appeal in nonpartisan terms for support 

of members of all political parties.^ 

Whether partisanship has actually been removed when 

the nonpartisan ballot has been adopted is the subject of 

more than one recent study. Charles R. Adrian suggests 

the following typology for nonpartisanship in actual practice: 

5 
•̂ Hugh A. Bone and Austin Ranney, Politics and 

Voters (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Cc, 1963), pp, 106-107. 
c 
Charles R, Adrian, "A Typology for RonPartisan 

Elections," Western Political Quarterly, Vol. 12 (June, 
1959), pp. 449-458, See also lí̂ ugene G. Lee, The Politics 
of Nonoartisanship (Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 1960); James 0, Wilson, "Politics and Reform in 
American Cities," in Ivan Hinderaker, (ed.), American Gov-
emment Annual, 1962-1963 (New York: Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston, Inc, 1962), pp, 37-52; and Robert H. Salisbui-y 
and Goriíon Black, "CÍass and Party in Partisan and Non-
partisan rilections," American Political Science Review, 
Vol, 57 (September, 1963), pp, 584-592, 
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1, cities in which it is norraally im-
possible for a candidate to win 
without the support of a major party 
organization (e,g.,Jersey City dur-' 
ing the time of the Hague machine, 
and Chicago). 

2, cities where both party and non-
party groups compete with slates of 
candidates on a reasonably equal 
basis (e.g., Cincinnati, Albuquerque, 
and Wichita). 

3, cities customarily having slates 
supported by nonparty groups but 
with little or no participation by 
party organization (e.g,, Kansas City 
since the fall of Pendergast, Dallas, 
Fort Worth, Nashville, and raany 
others). 

4, cities in which neither party or-
ganization nor slates of candidates 
are important, 

Concerning the actual effect of nonpartisanship, 

two recent case studies indicate that nonpartisan munici-

pal elections do not free the electorate from the pressure 

of group influence or contribute to "an integrated civic 
7 

life," The significant thing about nonpartisan elections 

is that politics is not avoided or elirainated but tnat, on 

the contrary, a different form of politics replaces the 

older partisan style, Nonpartisan government requires 

politicians because groups are involved in local government 

These groups have different ambitions and interests which 

Gerald Pomper, "Ethnic and Group Voting in Non-
oartisan Municipal Elections," Public Opinion Quarterly, 
Vol, 30 (Spring', 1966), pc. 79-97, 
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produce conflict leading to demands for governraental reso-

lution. 

Because political power is not shared equally, 

social scientists have engaged in debate over the question, 

"Who governs?" Two approaches to this question are rele-

vant to this study: The first approach is the pluralistic 

model which is probably the dominant point of vieví among 

pol.itical scientists today.^ This approach argues that 

majority coalitions among groups must be created on each 

issue. Thus, power in the local community is highly de-

centralized, fluid, and situational. There is no single 

elite, but a multicentered system in which the centers 

exist in a conflict-and-bargaining relation to each other. 

The second approach with regard to the question of "Who 

governs?" is the power-elite explanation. According to 

this approach, power in a local community is not de-

centralized. The distribution of power is viewed as 

inherently hierarchical and those at the top of the pyramid 

make all the key decisions. The elite's resources are 

overwhelmingly greater than those of low-status people. 

o 

Bone and Ranney, op. cit., pp. 107-108. 

^The best known and most influential works on this 
approach are Ti-uman, op, cit,; and Robert Dahl, Who 
Governs? (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1961). 
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Hence, whoever desires access to government must work with 

and support the power elite, 

Political parties represent a second means of 

access to government, Pendleton Herring wrote three dec-

ades ago that the function of American political parties 

is "to bring the diversity of our society into working har-

mony," According to Austin Ranney and Willmoore Kendall, 

political parties are essentially interested in making 

nominations and contesting elections "in the hope of 

eventually gaining and exercising control of the personnel 

12 

ana policies of government," In other words, political 

parties represent coalitions of groups organized in such a 

manner as to mobilize support in elections for positions 

of government, Such mobilization builds community consen-

sus, Political parties seek to control the authoritative 

policy-making bodies of the community and, in do doing, 

make governmental decisions in response to the deraands and 

The best known and most influential works on 
this approach are C. Wright Mills, The Power Elite (New 
York: Oxford University Press, 1956); and Flowd Hunter, 
Community Power Structure (Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 1953). See also, Nelson W. Polsby, 
Community Power and Political Theory (l-̂ew Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1963). 

"̂  Pendleton Herring, The Politics (Pf Democracy 
(New York: W. W. Norton & Cc. Inc, 1940), p. 64. 

1 p 
Austin Ranney and v/iilmoore Kendal l , i^eraocracy 

and t h e Araerican Pa r ty Systera (New York: Harcour t , Brace 
(fc World, I n c , 1956) , p , 85 . 
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ambitions of those groups which compose the party."̂ ^ n 

terms of access to government, Herring concludes tnat "our 

party system tries to reconcile conservative eiements with 

the forces making for change."-̂ '̂  This concept of poiitical 

party is based on a positive attitude toward the role of 

compromise and mediation between groups seeking access to 
1"̂  governraent. ̂  

Inclusion in the official positions of government 

is a third raeans of access to government for a political 

actor, Although access raay take various forms, as this 

study indicates, Robert Lane contends that securing a posi-

tion in government is one of the priniary reasons for 

1 f> 
people to enter politics, Irregardless of one's polit-

ical needs, whether they be economic, social, or psycho-

logical, those needs can be served by officials who identify 

17 with the interests involved, 

Oscar Handlin indicates that with the rapid growth 

in the number of foreign-born voters, ilraerican politicians 

increasingly were conscious of the necessity of satisiying 

1*5 ^Nimmo and Ungs, op, cit., pp. 222-223, 

Herring, op, cit., p. 105. 

"̂ N̂eil A. McDonala, The Study of Political Parties 
(New York: Random House, Inc , 1955), p"̂  2 T 

16T 

Lane, op. cit. 

-̂ l̂bid. 
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the needs and interests of naturalized citizens. Succeed-

ing generations of these imraigrants encouraged the adjust-

ments. From the start, the children were more intiraately 

involved than their parents. Handlin notes that "the 

schools had acquainted thera with the rnecht̂ nisms of poli-

tics" and had also "imbucd them with the conviction that 

governraent was susceptible to popular control and capable 

of serving popular interests." 

V. 0- Key, Jr, observes that the Araerican political 

systera has absorbed wave after wave of imraigration. .̂s 

each new influx of migrants arrived, peoples of like na-

tional origin, language, and culture formed political blocs 

These groups were used by politicians and the immigrants 

and their children, in turn, used politicians as circum-

stances, immediate self-interest, or a strategy of self-

19 protection dictated. Many youngsters growing up after 

1850 in the northern cities of the United States came to 

understand that as sons of immigrants, without the in-

herited advantages of capital or family connectionc, there 

were few roads to success open to thein. In politics, any 

office was available to him who could coramand tlie support 

of numbers; and in uiany places, the imralgrants who had no 

Handlin, oo. cit, 

-^%ey, oo, cit., pr. 584-585. See also Samuel 
Lubell, The Future of American Politics (Third edition; 
New York"i fîarper and Row, 1^65), p. 85. 
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other assets had at least the weight of numbers, Ethnic 

identification between the candidate and his coraraunity of 

foreign-born became a positive aid in his quest for office. 

With his success the ethnic group secured greater access 

to government. 

There is a long heritage of cultural conflict v/ith 

regard to Mexican-Americans in San imtonio. The political 

role of Mexican-Americans is essentially designed to bring 

about a more deoirable political setting for the group. 

Access to government is highly correlated with a changing 

political setting. In San Antonio, access to govemraent 

invoives the Good Government League, partisan politics, 

and positions in local government. 

Mexican-Americans, Political Access 
and the Good Government League 

The political role of Mexican-Americans in San Anto-

nio cannot be divorced from issues of local government. 

The Good Government League is a nonpartisan organization J 

that dominates the city government of San Antonio. Hence, 

the number one issue in city government for Mexican-

Americans in San Antonio is the Good Government League 
p-] 

(GGL), In order to relate the political role of Mexican-

^'^Handlin, op. cit., p. 209. 

p-| 

Interview with Albert Pena, Bexar County Commis-
sioner, in 3an Antonio, Texas, Deceraber 28, 1967. 
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Americans in San Antonio to the GGL, it is iiecessary to 

analyze the city government in San Antonic 

San Antonio has the council-manager form of city 

government. The mayor is elected for a two year term of 

office, He is elected by the voters simply as one meraber 

of the city council and is not designated on the ballot as 

mayor, The nine member city council chooses one of their 

number to act as mayor, víhose forraal duties are princi-

pally ceremonial. The mayor has no appointive, legislative, 

and budgetary pov/ers except as a single member of the 

council. He presides over the council meetings but does 

not possess the veto power. He has only indirect rela-

tions with the city bureaucracy. In theory, he is a 

22 
shining example of a weak mayor, In reality, this pic-
ture of the weak position of the mayor is not an accurate 

23 one because he is the dominant power in the GGL. 

The city council of San Antonio is elected at-large 

by the voters for a tv̂ o year term of office, The charter 

calls for nonpartisan elections. As a body, the council 

sets administrative policy, approves the budget, and 

appoints the city manager, the city clerk, the Public 

Bill Crane, "San Antonio: Pluralistic City and 
ríonolithic Government," in Leonard E, Goodall (ed.), 
Urban Politics in the Southwest (Tempe: Arizona State 
University Press, 1967), p. 133. 

•̂ lnterview with William Sinkin, Member of the 
Good Government League, in San Antonio, Texas, December 28, 
1967, 
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Library Board, and municipal judges, The city manager 

jappoints, supervises, and removes the heads of the various 

city departments, 

As is indicated above, the city charter requires 

nonpartisan elections. In the sense that Republicans and 

Democrats do not run for the council as such, the intent 

of the charter is fulfilled. On the other hand, an entire 

slate of candidates is offered by the private nonpartisan 

GGL. Since 195^ the GGL has been entirely successful in 

its efforts to control city hall, Candidates for the city 

council are carefully screened and "non'inated" by the 

Board of Directors of the GGL. Mexican-American leaders 

in San Antonio declare that the candidates of the GGL are 

hand picked by an elite oligarchy which controls the per-

sonnel and destinies of the GGL. Only candidates are 

selected who will follow the lead or agree with the ideol-

25 

ogy of the GGL Board of Directors. The mayor of San 

Antonio, a very conservative and wealthy businessman in 

the city, secures his power not from his official position 
26 

in the city government but from his position in the GGL. 
^Crane, op, cit,, pp, 133-134. 

^^lnterview with Peter Torres, San Antonio City 
Councilman, in San Antonio, Texas, December 27, 1967, 

Interview with John Daniels, Bexar County Demo-
cratic Partv Chairman, in San Antonio, Texas, Jeceraber 27, 
1967, 
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The GGL has a large membership which unites behind 

the selected candidates, The successful campai.o-n tactic 

is to field a balanced ticket which reflects the diversi-

fied population of San Antonio.̂ ''' The present city 

council of San Antonio is composed of five Anglo-Americans, 

three Mexican-Americans, and one líegrc One of the 

Mexican-Americans, Peter Torres, is not a raeraber of the 

GGL and is, instead, a severe critic of the League. The 

other eight councilmen were candidates of the GGL in the 
po 

last city elections in 1967, The campaign strategy is 

simple; offer a balanced ethnic or racial ticket, repeat 

the goals of the organization (that is, a good efficient 

economical city government), illustrate how the previous 

administrations fulfilled these goals, and promise more of 

the same, This campaign strategy has been successful for ̂ ^̂  
2Q fifteen years. ̂  

Bill Crane, a professional student of politics in 

San Antonio, suggests several reasons for the uninterrupted 

success of the GGL. These reasons include its large mem-

bership, its support by high socio-economic groups, its 

cohesion, its plentiful financing, its væak opposition. 

27 
Crane, op. cit,, p- 135. 

Torres, op. cit, 

PQ 
-̂ Crane, op. cit. 
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and its utilization of minority candidates, ̂*̂  

The leadership of the GGL is composed of persons 

of a high socio-econoraic status. Taking part in the de-

liberations of the GGL are representatives of the city's 

leading and most influential law firms, bankers and in-

vestors, spokesmen for the cattle and oil interests, real 

estate developers, merchants, raanufacturers, Protestant 

religious leadei'S, transportation and coramunication fig-

ures, advertising and public relations personnel, retired 

military officers, ovmers of construction and building 

companies, and leaders of important civic and womens 

organizations. 

Unity is a major strength of the GC-L. Delibera-

tions while selecting candidatcs are closed to the public 

and the press. A screening committee reports its nomina-

tions to the Board of Directors which makes its recoramen-

dations to the general merabership of the League. Approval 

automatically follows since all necessary accomodations 

have been raade in the preceding process. Arrangementc are 

made so that only a selected few raay make any statera.ents 

to the communications media. Hence, v/hen a statement is 

released to the public, it is supported bv united sentiment. 32 

^^lbid., pp, 135-137 

-̂̂ lbid,, p. 135. 

^^lbid. 
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The GGL does not lack for campaign funds. Iioney 

is raised and spent for whatever is necessary to conduct a 

successful campaign. Professional public relations firms 

are employed and all advertising media are used. Bill-

boards, television, radio and newspaper advertisements are 

particularly effective. The city is blanketed with 

attractive and appropriate mail-outs, The prospective 

voter has ample opportunity to acquire a printed list of 

the GGL candidates whose continual slogan is "For continued 

progress, vote GGL." There is little public debate, dis-

cussion, or even appearances between candidates. The GGL 

slate relies on the usual advertising methods and on the 

33 organized support of the League membership. '̂  

The political efforts of the GGL are continual. 

The League constantly points to its administrations as the 

opposite of partisan politics, The public is constantly 

reminded of past accomplishments, current projects and 

plans for the future, The very name "Good Government 

League" is a powerful asset because it is rather difficult 

for the potential opposition candidate to stand against 

"good government," The community has come to equate GGL 

candidates with progress, respectability, stability, and 

eccnomy, Opponents are autom.atically branded as being 

opposed to council-manager government and in favor of a 

^^lbid. 
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return to the dirty politics of the spoiis systera. One of 

the recent city elections saw a GGL candidate carried to 

victory on the slogan of "Progress, not Politics!" Any 

potential opposition leader is branded a tool of power hun-

gry political bosses, Public opinion raakers throughout 

San Antonio have enthroned the simple concept that "nice 

people support the GGL,"-̂ ^ 

Another factor enabling the GGL to remain in office 

in San Antonio is the væak and divided opposition it gen-

erates, There is rarely a time when there is an organized 

effort to field a complete and unified opposition slate, 

Usually several of the councilmen places go un-challenged. 

As elsewhere, politics is an expensive operation. It is 

estimated that it costs at least $30,000 for an individual 

to conduct a respectable campaign in San Antonic Gener-

ally speaking, those who can afford these prices belong to 

35 the GGL. Consequentlj'-, few attempt it. 

The GGL makes a practice of utilizing minority 

groups to maintain itself in office. It is through this 

practice that Mexican-Americans gain access to the GGL. 

Mexican-Americ',n leaders contend, however, that those 

Mexican-Americans who are GGL candidates are essentially 

"Tio Tomases," or "Uncle Toms" and are not representative 

"̂̂ lbid,, p, 136 

^^lbid,, p. 137 
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of Mexican-/imerican needs.^ The more progressive Negro 

leaders have a similar problera. In one recent election, 

a Negro Baptist minister of liberal inclinations sought 

election as an independent for the city council. His 

election would have been a first for î̂an Antonic He ran 

an effective and close race but lost. v.'hen he tried 

again the next election, he was confi-onted with t}ie fact 

that the GGL had nominated another Negro rainister for the 

same place. The voter could vote the straight GGL tic'-:et 

and, at the sajiie tirae, insure proper and necessary "rainor-

ity representation" on the city council. The independent 

Negro's primary issue was denied him and he lost the second 

37 time by a considerably wider raargin.^ 

í'Iexican-Americans have access to the GGl because 

the League constantly recruits young, pi'ofessional types 

with personal followings on the west side of San Antonic 

Regaraless of the opposition cry by the Independent 

Mexican-American leaders that these GGL reci'uits are not 

really identified with Mexican-American probleras, the fact 

remains that ethnic identity secures, for the GGL Mexican-

-̂  Interview with John Alaniz, Mexican-American 
political leader in San Antonio, in San Antonio, ':'exas, 
)ecember 27, 1967; and Pena, op. cit. 

"57 
•̂  Crane, op. cit. 
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American candidates, large numbers of votes,^^ An excep-

tion to this general practice occurred in the 1967 city 

elections when Peter Torres, an independent Mexican-

American, waged a successful campaign againot the GGL 

Mexican-American candidate. Torres' election was essen-

tially based on his political strength in the west side 

precincts of San Antonio where I'íexican-Americans rejected 

the GGL candidate. It is argued by Mexican-American po-

litical leaders that the Torres' election is a sign of the 

growing soohistication of Mexican-Americans in city poli-

tics. These leaders believe that the political roie of 

Mexican-Americans in San Antonio has grovm sufficiently 

strong and independent of the GGL that the leaders can 

plan more active opposition to the GGL. They beiieve the 

time is at hand when Mexican-i\mericans can secure access 

to the city government not through the GGL but through 
30 

independent Mexican-American political power.-̂ ' 

Mexican-Americans, the GGL, and 
Bexar County Politics 

If the city government of San Antonio is "as 

modern as tomorrow," the county governmental structure is 

40 
the raost unreforraed level of government in Texas, County 

-̂  Torres, op. cit. 

^^Alaniz, oo. cit.; Pena, op. cit.; and Torres, oj^. 
cit. 

40 Crane, op, cit,, o. 138. 
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government has changed very little in the past century in 

Texas since it is structurally and functionaily frozen 

into the Constitution of Texa,s. Practically all county 

officials are elected by the voters for four year terms. 

General policy and administrative oversight are the respon-

sibility of the county commissioners court composed of 

four commissioners representing precincts plus a county 

judge elected at large. V/hile this body can determine, 

to a limited degree, what is to be done in county affairs, 

it is almost powerless to supervise the doing since almost 

all the routine administrators are popularly elected. 

Conflict in local politics in San Antonio is often 

generated between Bexar County Courthouse and the San 

Antonio City Hall. Physically separated by oniy a city 

block, the courthouse and the city hall in SBJI Antonio 

have been poles apart in political theory and practice. 

Except for a joint jail and combined efforts in public 

health, there is little cooperation between these over-

lapping governmental units. Furthermore, county elections 

Clifton McCleskey, The Government and Politics 
of Texas (Second edition; Boston: Little, Brown & Cc, 
1966), pp, 302-314. See r Iso -Vilbourn E. Benton, Texas 
Its Government and Politics (Second edition; Englewood 
Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, Inc, 1966), pp. 360-381. On the 
nature of the county comraissioners court in Texas see 
J, William Davis, "The Implications of Baker v Carr on 
the County Commissioners Court in Texas," Baylor Law 
Review, Vol. 17 (Winter, 1965), .̂ p̂. 41-48; cind Ci, E. 
Oden and R. L. îieek, "County ueapportionment: A Rebut-
tal," Baylor Law Keview, Vol. 18 (Spring, 1966), r.p. 15-
21, 
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are partisan with the result that politicai iines are î ore 

clearly drawn in county government than in city govern-

ment, Mexican-Americans have greater access to county 

government than they do city government because liberai 

Democrats, who identify with Mexican-American socio-

economic problems, have had greater success in county elec-

tions, 

Prior to the soring primaries in 1966, the Bexar 

County Commissioners Court was composed of a liberal Derao-

crat serving as county judge; plus one liberal Democrat, 

one Republican, and two conservative Democrats serving as 

42 commissioners. 

The liberal Democratic commissioner was Albert 

Pena who has been, and remains, the most persistent critic 

of the GGL and its activities in San Antonic Operating 

from his base of political povær in county precinct one, 

Commissioner Pena has verbally and by written word denounced 

the GGL and the city governraent of San Antonic Pena has 

charged that the city government of San Antonio is jn 

", . , undemocratic, decadent and dangerous . . . political 

machine where . . , a very, very sraali group of San Anto-

nians, old families, with wealth and position, sit on top 

of the structure." -̂  In his successful bids for re-election. 

Crane, oo. cit. 

^^lbid,, pv. 138-139 
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Pena has been consistently opposed by the G'rL and he h-.s 

supported independent candidates vying for seats on the 

city council, 

The Bexar County Judge was Charles Grace in 1966. 

Grace, a liberal Democrat, was a strong opponent of the 

GGL, Through the support of liberal Democrats, such as 

Albert Pena, Grace had secured the position as county 

judge upon the death of a county judge who had been in 

office for twenty years. The deceased judge was a long-

time supporter of conservative Democrats and friendly with 

the GGL. The leaders of the GGL were not pleased with the 

45 selection of Grace as Bexar County Judge, 

The mutual enmity between Albert Pena and Charles 

Grace on the one hand, and the GGL on the other, came to a 

head in the Democratic primaries. At stake was the ad-

ministration of literally millions of dollars pouring into 

the city from recent and increasing federal programs to 

fight poverty, urban blight, unemployraent, and other urban 

problera.s, Who would receive the resulting plum.s of patron-

age? City bureaucrats? County officials? Or boards 

jointly functioning? The prospect and irapact were stagger-

ing, Also at stake was the coraposition of the Bexar County 

1968, 
^ Letter from Albert Pena to the author, March 15, 

-̂'lnterview with Charles Grace, former Bexar County 
Judge, in Lubbock, Texas, May 2, 1968, 
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líîginLMtivo dologation to Aur.l.ln. Tt war. iiher'r lly 

oriented; was it to reraam so? The state representatives 

from Bexar County were generally anti-GGL; was this to 

continue? 

A coalition of liberal Democrats (e.g,, Mexican-

Americans, Negroes, labor leaders, Anglo-Araerican intellect-

uals, loyal or national Deraocrats),^' led by Albert Pena, 

concentrated on securing the renoraination of Grace for 

county judge, Plans were raade to support John Alaniz as 

a replacement for the conservative Deraocrat on the coimnis-

sioners court, The liberal coalition nominated an entire 

slate of representatives for a county wide assault on 

conservative Democrats, The GGL, acting through a front 

organization called the Committee for Community Progress, 

recruited a candidate for county judge, supported the in-

cumbent conservative county commissioner, and fielded a 

slate of nominees for state representatives, It was a 

bitter and expensive campaign which was concentrated pri-

48 marily on the battle for county judge. 

AC 

^ Crane, op. cit. 

^ On the coalitional aspects of the liberal fac-
tion of the Democratic Party in Texas see James R. 
Soukup, Clifton ricClesiíey, and Harry Holloway, Party and 
Factional Division in Texas (Austin: University of Texas 
Press, 1964), pp. 90-139. 

AO 

^ Crane, op. cit. 
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Out of the struggle between the GGL and the liberal 

Democrats came the "Black Hand" campaign. County Judge 

Charles Grace, attem.pting to get federal anti-poverty 

programs started in San Antonio and Bexar County ran head 

long into the oov/er structure of the GGL. The GGL, or the 

Committee for Community Progress, attacked Grace as repre-

senting a sinister plot by the Pena-Teamster-Liberal group 

who, it was asserted, were trying to take over San Antonio 

and Bexar County for their own selfish ends. Grace v;as 

described in television political advertising as an agent 

of a "black hand" conspiracy attempting to subvert the good 

governraent of Bexar County. Extensive public relations 

were directed at portraying Grace as an agent of the "black 

49 

hand" who was controlled by labor unions and Albert Pena. 

Mexican-American leaders, as well as some Anglo-American 

members of the GGL, declared that the whole campaign was a 

disgraceful show of public opinion manipulation. The 

campaign represented the degree to which the GGL would go 
50 

to "support its friends and punish its eneraies."-̂  This 

foray of the nonpartisan GGL into Bexar County politics 

reduced Mexican-American access to county government with 

the defeat of Judge Grace. A secondary casualty of the 

49^ • 4. 
-̂̂ Grace, op. cit. 

^^nterview with Pena, in San Antonio, Texas, 
op. cit, Sinkin, op, cit. 
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"Black Hand" carapaign was John Alariiz. He lost his bid to 

become a second Mexican-American Eexar County Comraissioner. 

Although Alaniz carried the Mexican-American votes, he was 

not able to secure enough support from Anglo-Americans 

since the county precinct in which he was running was com-

posed of a large Anglo vote.^ 

The GGL is a nonpartisan organization; it is not 

called Democrat or Republican. The GGL might be desci'ibed 

in seemingly self-contradictory language as a "nonpartisan 

52 party." V/hen political parties do not norainate and back 

candidates, the illusion is created that no one is influ-

encing elections, This illusion exists in San Antonio city 

politics. In fact the GGL fills the vacuum. The GGL does 

not, officially, enter into county politics. Under the 

guise of the Committee for Community Progress, the GGL was 

quite prorainent in county politics in the pi'iraaries of 

1966, In city politics, the GGL uses Mexican-Araerican 

candidates to secure ethnic support for the GGL slate, \ It 

is questionable as to how represent-jtive aro these Mexican-

Americans for their fellow ethnics. Mexican-American 

leaders, independent of the GGL, charge that these "Mexicanos" 

51 
^ Alaniz, op. cit. 

^ n the concept of a "nonpartisan party" see 
Fred I. Greenstein, The American Party System and the 
American People (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, Inc, 
1963), PP. 57-58. 
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are used by the GGL to perpetuate themseives in office, 

According to this interpretation, the GGL simpiy continues 

the practice of Anglo-American domination cf Mexican-

Americans. Until Mexican-Americans secure election on 

their ovm, independent of the GGL, there will be no real 

access for Mexican-Americans to city hall.̂ -̂  Bexar County 

politics represents a different situation. Since partisan 

politics is recognized in county government, Mexican-

Americans have been raore successful in securing access to 

government. The Mexican-Araericans' relation with the 

Deraocratic Party provides greater access to county and 

state government than does the utilization by Mexican-

American candidates of the GGL. 

Mexican-Americans, Political Access, 
and the Democratic Party 

in San Antonio 

The Democratic Party in San Antonio and Bexar 

County is the dominant political party in the county. Al-

though there has long been a reservoir of Republican sup-

port in the county, the Democrats have overwhelraingly 

dominated partisan elections. 

The T)emocratic Party is a very loose amalgamation 

of many establishments representing different interests 

such as labor, business, racial groups, intellectuals. 

53 
^^Torres, op, cit. 
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liberals, conservatives, teachers, civil servants, and 

various disparate groups. According to -John Daniels, 

Democratic County Chairman, one could simpiify tnis fac-

tionalisra and ra.ake a distinction between the "ins" and 

the "outs." Daniels asserts that there is a difference 

between groups who are "in" and groups who are on the 

"outside." Daniel says that: 

There is no doubt that a raajor differ-
ence between the two is their idealism. 
The 'ins' are definitely raore conservative 
and in favor of the status quo than are the 
'outs.' The 'ins' have a greater invest-
ment, in the business and economic interests 
of the comm.unity. The 'outs' are more 
idealistic in a liberal sense and want to 
change things. The 'outs' are raainly the 
rainority groups and certain Anglo-Araerican 
intellectuals who do not have as much in-
vested in the business and economic status 
quc54 

Jack Lee, assistant to the Bexar County Democratic 

Party Chairman, describes the Democrats in a sirailar manner, 

He declares that the Democratic Party is divided into two 

factions: the liberal Deraocrats and the conservative Derao-

crats. The liberals, however, are snlit into two factions 

also: "establishment" liberals and "militant" liberals. 

In a state wide campaign, particularly a presidential cam-

paign, liberal Democrats can work together. When one 

considers city, county, and local politics, the split 

•̂  Interview with John Daniels, Bexar County Derao-
cratic Party Chairraan, in San Antonio, Texas, Jecember 27, 
1967. 
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betweon the liberals becoraes evident and is severe. The 

liberals can unite against conservative Democrats in state 

races because they see themselves as the "outs" in state 

governraent. On the local level, factionalism is very 
55 acute, 

Don Yarborough, a liberal Democrat from Houston 

who has been a candidate for the Democratic nominc;tion for 

governor, has campaigned extensively in San .-.ntonic He 

contends that the distinction between "establishment" 

liberals and "militant" (he prefers to call thera "true" 

liberals) liberals is an accurate conclusion. íarborough 

declares that the "establishment" liberals support the 

GGL in local politics virhereas the "true" iiberals are 

those Deraocrats closest to the problems of Mexican-

Americans. In comparing the liberal Democrats in San 

Antonio with those of Fort Worth or Houston, Yarborough 

suggests that the San Antonio liberals are so involved in 

city and county politics that they split over local issues. 

Such a division among liberals is not found in the other 

major cities of Texas. Yarborough is particularly dis-

tressed by liberal factionalism in San Antonio because 

this in-fighting can and does, hurt liberal Deraocrats 

^^lnterview with Jack Lee, Assistant to the Bexar 
County Democratic Party Chairraan, in San Antonio, Texas, 
December 28, l^.'Gl, 
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seeking stato wide office.^^ 

Maury Maverick, Jr. , agrees vrith the explanation 

offered by Don Yarborough for liberai factionalism in San 

Antonic According to Maverick, the GGL is coraposed of 

both Democrats and Republicans. The conservative Derao-

crats and the Republicans, however, are the dominant forces 

in the GGL. There are Democrats in the GGL merabership -v:ho 

call themselves liberals and support the state vride candi-

dates of a liberal nature, the national Dera-ocratic Party 

nominees, extended social vjelfare programs, and other 

issues identified vrith liberal Democrats. Other liberal 

Democrats in San Antonio, who oppose the GGL, are priraiarily 

the more liberal ("militant" or "true"), Mexican-Araericans 

57 and their Anglo-American sympathizers. 

Albert Pena, John Alaniz, and Peter Torres are 

ada.mantly opposed to the GGL. Consequently, these Mexican-

American leaders do not have good relations vrith other 

liberal Deraocrats vího are merabers of and supporters of the 

GGL. With regard to the Deraocratic Party in Bexar County 

Peter Torres says that: 

The Party is dead. The Chairraan is part 
of the financial interests which dominate 

^ Interview with Don Yarborough, D, state wide 
leader of liberal Democr̂ .ts in Texas, in San Antonio, 
December 29, 1967. 

^ ̂ lnterview v.-ith Maury Raverick, Jr. , in San Antcnio, 
Texas, Decenber 27, 1967. 
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San Antonio economic life. He is a lawyer 
for business interests prominent in the 
social, economic, and political life of the 
city, He serves the monied interests of 
San Antonio and not the Democratic Party, 
The Democratic Executive Committee does 
not meet, there is no real precinct or-
ganization and, only a chosen few who are 
allies of the Chairman make decisions. 
This control of, not politics but, eco-
noraics and social affairs makes San Anto-
nio 'controlled community,' It is a 
reason for no Republican Party because 
the interests that run the Deraocratic 
Party and the interests that would run a 
Republican Partj'- are actually the sarae, 
The individuals who control the Democratic 
Party in San Antonio, the GGL, are actually 
Democrats in name only.58 

There are Anglo-American sympathizers with the 

"true" or "militant" liberal Mexican-Americans. Jake 

Johnson, a state representative from Bexar Coimty, argues 

that the real Democrats in the county are the Mexican-

American leaders like Albert Pena, John Alaniz, and Peter 

Torres, The other politicians who cali themselves Demo-

crats, according to Johnson, are Democrats in name only 

59 because they support the GGL, 

The conservative Democrats in San Antonic and 

Bexar County have been closely identified with the guber-

natorial administrations of Beauford Jester, Allan Shivers, 

Price Daniel, and John Connall/. These Bexar County 

58 
^ Torres, op, cit. 

^^lnterview with Jake Johnson, Texas State 
Representative from San i'mtonio, in San Antonio, Texas, 
December 27, 1967, 
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Democrats supported Eisenhower instead of /idlai Stevenson 

in 1952 and 1956; they were not very receptive to the can-

didacy of John Kennedy. Their primary distinction from 

liberal Democrats is that the conservative Democrats do 

not see government as a resource for progress and instead 

think of government only in negative terras. The conser-

vative Democrats in San Antonio always support the GGL by 

giving money and lending influence to the League. In 

local politics there is a marriage betvíeen conservative 

Democrats and Republicans in the institution of the GGL. 

This combination of conservative Democrats and Republicans 

with their common social and economic interests makes them 

very powerful in local politics through the mechanism of 

the GGL,̂ -̂  

In the final analysis, however, the Democratic 

Party in San Antonio and Bexar County is generally lib-

fiP eral, If Mexican-Americans and Negro populations vote 

together and are supported b̂ ^ organized labor and Anglo-

American liberals, such a coalition can constitute a 

majority of votes in any county wide election. A good 

illustration of the strength of the liberal Deraocratic 

60 
Daniels, op. cit. 

61- . . 
jjee, op, cit, 

Daniels, op. cit.; and Pena, op. cit 
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coalition is the primary results in 1964 between incumbent 

United States Senator Ralph Yarborough and conservative 

Democrat Gordon McClendon. Yarborough carried Bexar 

County two to one winning 50,264 votes to 26,145 for 

McClendon.^^ 

It is through the liberal faction of the Demo-

cratic Party in Bexar County that Mexican-Americans have 

their greatest access to government because Mexican-

American votes comprise the major component of electoral 

strength for liberal Democratic candidates. In an analy-

sis of Mexican-American voting patterns in San Antonio, 

this characteristic of the political role of Mexican-

Americans was observed. Utilization of their political 

role in the Democratic Party represents a raeans of chang-

ing the political setting in San Antonic 

Mexican-Americans and the Deraocratic 
Party Organization in San 

Antonio 

The great majority of Mexican-Americans in San 

Antonio align themselves with the Democratic Party because 

there is a traditional attachment to the Democrats. Older 

generation Mexican-Americans, when they consider partisan 

politics, think essentially of the Democratic Party. 

Lalo Solis, who has been active in pclitical cam-

paigns on the west side of San Antonio for over thirty 

-̂ Daniels, op. cit. 
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years, declares that the Mexican-American people have 

alvíays been Deraocrats and they will continue to be so in 

their politics. Solis and his friends, an clder genera-

tion of Mexican-Americans, reracmber Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

From this memory, Solis argues that the Democrats are 

closer to the poor people and, consequently, the Mexican-

Americans are loyal to their friends. For Lalo Solis 

there is an historical identification with the Democratic 

Party that also secures support for the party from other 

Mexican-.^ericans, ^ 

Lalo Solis is an exaraple of those Mexican-Araericans 

who voted for conservative Democrat Waggoner Carr in the 

general election of I966. Whereas the younger raore liberal 

Mexican-Anericans such as Pena, Alaniz, a.nd Torres led a 

movement to deny Carr Mexican-Araei-ican votes as "punish-

raent" for his conservatism, Lalo Solis supported Carr. 
/ 

Solis explained his support for Carr in the follovíing 

manner: 

As it is nov̂ r, Texas does not h::ve a vote 
in the United States Senatc Republican Tower 
kills the vote of Deraocrat Yarborough. Had 
Carr been elected, he víould have voted with 
Ralph Yarborough more than ths Republican. 
Carr and Yarborough would hr̂ ve voted together 
more often than Tower and Yarborough.65 

^lnterview with Lalo Solis, an older generation 
Mexican-American politician iu San Antonio, in San Anto-
nio, Texas, Deceraber 2R, 1-̂ )67. 

^^lbid. 
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Solis puts party loyalty above ideological matters, 

He has been a life-long Democrat and he will support all 

Democrats, He explains that: 

Some conservative Democrats have supported 
liberal Democrats, So, liberal Democrats should 
not help Republicans against a conservative Demo-
crat, Helping a Republican may in time hurt 
liberals; so liberals should support the Demo-
cratic nominee, All Democrats should work and 
be loyal to the party, Mexican-Americans should 
support the Democratic Party because the Repub-
licans do not really care for the Mexican. 
Since most Republicans are Anglo-Araericans, a 
Mexican-American candidate cannot usually win 
in Republican areas,66 

Not only is there a traditional attachment to the 

Democratic Party among Mexican-Americans, there is an issue 

oriented support as well. As was indicated above, the 

younger generation of Mexican-/Lmericans, those that have 

come on the scene in San Antonio since World V/ar II, are 

raore ideologically involved and program oriented than 

their parents, In considering partisan politics as a 

means of access to government, this new breed of Mexican-

American asks, "V/here else can the Mexican-American go 

other than the Democratic Party?" For thera the Republican 

Party offers no access to governraent because they believe 

the Republican Party in Texas does not really care for 

Mexican-Araericans, Mexican-Airerican leaders in San Anto-

nio declare that the Republican Party on the national 

level, particularly in l̂ H.4, indicated no understanding 

^^lbid. 
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or concern for the problems of Mexican-Americans. Thus, 

access to government for Mexican-;jjnericans through polit-

ical parties lies with the organization of the Democratic 

Party,^^ 

Mexican-Araerican access to government through the 

Democratic Party has increased since 1948, v;herever 

Mexican-Americans are in the majority in San Antonio, they 

control the party machinery. Mexican-Americans are pre-

cinct chairraen, members of the county committees, and 

office holders. According to Jack Lee, assistant to the 

Bexar County Democratic Chairman, Henry Gonzalez is the 

real leader of the Democratic Party in Bexar County. 

Gonzalez' political power rosts, first of all, on the sup-

port of the thousands of Mexican-American voters in the 

west side precincts. From this base of power, Gonzalez 

has been able to work with other Democrats to such an ex-

tent that Lee seriously doubts that anyone can be elected 

Democratic Party Chairman without the support of Gonzalez. 

In terms of oarty organization, Mexican-American 

representation has steadily grovm over the past two dec-

ades, Table 18 shows the trend toward greater participa-

tion by Mexican-Americans in the Democratic Party as 

precinct chairmen, Although the population of Mexican-

67 
Pena, op, c i t . , and /i laniz, op, c i t , 

6 8 T • j . 

Lee, op, c i t . 
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Americans is approximately one-half of the population of 

Bexar County, Mexican-Americans control only one-fourth 

the positions of precinct chairmen. Although Mexican-

Americans do not control party positions directly corre-

lated with their electoral potential, there has been a 

marked increase in Mexican-Americans holding party posi-

tions, 

The most significant factor limiting Hexican-

American access to government through the Deraocratic Party 

is Mexican-Araerican voter participation. Although 

Mexican-American voter registration and turnout has in-

creased since World War II, there is a lingering tradition 

of hesitation and fear. If, and when, this heritage can 

be broken, Mexican-American leaders are confident of much 

greater political success, ̂  

The tradition of fear and lack of understanding on 

the part of î-'exican-Americans was raade quite evident be-

cause of a series of events which occurred in 1^66. Many 

relatives of Mexican-Araericans in San Antonio were illegal 

entrants to the United States before and after World V/ar 

II, Because of these faraily connections, San Antonio 

Mexican-Araericans have been hesitant about registering to 

vote and identifying themselves to public officials, It 

was pointed out to the author, if one's aunt or uncle or 

69T. • A. 

-̂ Pena, op. cit. 
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'PABiiJ 18 

Î-'IEXI CAN-AIvIERI CAN DEMOCPXATI C 
PRECINCT CHAliir':EN 

1 9 4 8 - 1 9 6 8 

Year 

1948 

1950 

1952 

1954 

1956 

1960 

1962 

1964 

1966 

1968 

Mexican-
Americans 

8 

11 

12 

20 

20 

25 

33 

36 

53 

* 

Total Uc 
Precincts 

121 

121 

128 

139 

148 

154 

169 

172 

172 

205 

Per cent 

6,6 

9-0 

9.3 

14.3 

13.5 

16,2 

19.5 

18-6 

20.9 

25.8 

*Mexican-Americans are contesting as precinct 
chairmen in 66 of 205 precincts, At this writing the 
Democratic primary has not been held and results are 
not available. 

SOURCE: Bexar County Clerk, San Antonio, Texas. 
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parents had entered the United States illegally, then you 

might be fearful of discussing your own citizenship be it 

naturalized or by birth. Large numbers of Mexican-

Americans in San Antonio, confronted with this problem, 

are fearful of answering questions regarding citizenship 

70 in the voter registration process. 

Herschel Bernard, a San Antonio political activist 

who is a strong advocate of greater Mexican-Arierican polit-

ical power, explained to the author the events of 1966. 

In the spring of the year, after the poll tax was removed 

as a registration requireraent, a period of free voter 

registration was established. Groups and individuals 

identified with Mexican-Araerican political interests ini-

tiated a drive to get unregistered Mexican-Araericans 

registered to vote. Several thousand Mexican-Americans 

were registered who had never registered before. Since 

citizenship is required to register to vote, the registra-

tion officials asked questions concerning citizenship and 

aroused fear and apprehension in the minds of many of the 

Mexican-Americans. Just a few days before the Deraocratic 

prim.ary in May, 1966, several thousand letters were sent 

to the newly registered voters practically all of whom 

lived on the west side of San Antonic These letters ex-

plained the penalty for registering to vote while not 

Interview with iíerschel Bernard, in San ilntonio, 
Texas, December 29, 1967, 
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being a citizen of the United States, On the day of the 

priraary, few of the new registrants actually voted. Bernard 

declared that he saw Mexican-Anericans come to the polling 

place, hesitate, then turn around and leave without voting 

rather than go into the polling place where the election 

officials were representatives of government authority. 

The long traditions of fear associated with the cultural 

background of Mexican-Americans in south Texas, the dis-

trust of law officials, and the letters, created such a 

condition in the mind of Mexican-Americans that they 

simply refused to vote. Bernard argues that the letters 

which were sent to the newly registered Mexican-Americans 

were designed to intimidate thera so as to keep them from 

votiiig, He declares that the letters were part of the 

"Black Hand" campaign to discredit Judge Charles Grace and 

71 limit Mexican-Americans' support for Grace. 

Patricia Villareal, a Mexican-Araerican political 

activist in San Antonio, told the author of the incident 

regarding the letters in 1966. Miss Villareal said that 

she had two aunts who registered to vote during the free 

period of voter registration in 1966. One aunt, a natur-

alized citizen of one year, lived on the north side of 

San Antonic The other aunt, a naturalized citizen of 

sixteen years, lived on the west side of the city. The 

'̂ -̂ lbid. 
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aunt which lived on the north side received no letter. 

The aunt on the west side received a letter in which she 

was informed of the laws against a person illegally regis-

tering to vote in Texas, Miss Villareul believes that 

Mexican-Americans are subjected to intimidation to prevent 

them from registering to vote; or, once they have regis-

tered, to discourage them from voting. 

Whether or not the letters in 1966 were deliberately 

designed to intimidate the nev-íly registered voters is de-

batable, Nevertheless, many of the Mexican-Americans who 

had registered to vote for the first time, did not vote in 

the Democratic primary of that year, After the free 

registration period closed there were many charges and 

countercharges about fraudulent registration. Mexican-

Americans had registered in record setting numbers. Anglo-

American politicians charged Mexican-American politicians 

with rigged registration. After bitter accusations, rauch 

publicity, and an official investigation it was learned 

that four of the raany thousand newly registered llexican-

Araericans were not citizens of the United States. As a 

result of the publicity and bitterness which occurred be-

cause of the investigation, several Mexican-Araericans who 

were significant in the voter registration drive concluded 

that their efforts were not worth ali of their trouble. 

72 
Interview with Patricia Villareal, m San 

Antonio, Texas, December 30, 1967, 
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Hence, in 1968 they refused to participate in a registra-

tion drive aimed at Mexican-Americans which resulted in a 

decline in the number of Mexican-Americans registered.^ 

Although Mexican-Americans in San Antonio utilize 

the Democratic Party as a means of access to government, 

the ethnic group has not realized its potential. Polit-

ical participation in the election process has been, and 

remains, the most difficult political problem confronting 

Mexican-Americans. Mexican-American leaders in San Anto-

nio and their Anglo-American allies believe that Mexican-

Americans are becoming more politically sophisticated. If 

Mexican-American political participation can be further 

stimulated, the political power of the ethnic group can 

become very significant. If Mexican-American political 

articulation increases, as hoped, their leaders believe 

liberal Democrats will become more influential in San 

74 Antonio and more powerful in Texas Democratic politics. 

What of the Republican Party in San Antonio and 

Bexar County? Do not the Republicans offer access to gov-

ernment for Mexican-Americans? 

^^lnterview with Bill Crane, Professor of Govern-
ment at St, Mary's University, San Antonio, Texas, in San 
Antonio, Texas,''April 11, 1968. 

'^^Alaniz, op. cit.; Bernard, op. cit.; See also 
Joan W, Moore and Ralph Guzraan, "New Wind from the South-
west," Nation, Vol. 202 (May 30, 1966), p. 645, 
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The Republican Party, Mexican-Araericans, 
and Political Access 

in San Antonio 

There has long been Republican support in Bexar 

County, The party, however, has not been able to secure a 

position of power due to the overwhelming influence of the 

Democrats, 

Jim Lunz, Chairman of the Republican Party of 

Bexar County says, "the local party is in a growinc; state. 

Since 1964 we have been rebuilding,"'^^ L. E. Sheppard, 

Executive Director of the Republican Party in Bexar County, 

admits that "our party's raain voting strength is still 

concentrated in the upper and upper-middle income areas 

which are predominantly Anglo-American of northern Bexar 
County."*̂ ^ 

Sheppard indicates that the Bexar County Republicans 

can be divided into two general groups. The first group 

wants the party to grow and to win at all levels of gov-

ernment, to help bring about a true two-party system in 

Texas, and to be a broad based political party, The second 

group is priraarily interested in the election cf a Repub-

lican as President, This second group is closely allied. 

'̂ L̂etter from Jim Lunz, Chairman of the Republican 
Party of Bexar County, to the author, April 1, 1968. 

'̂ L̂etter from L. E, Sheppard, Executive Director 
of the Republican Party in Bexar County, to the author, 
April 8, 1968. 
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either act;mlly or in a de facto sense, witii the conserva-

tive wing of the Democratic Party in state and local poli-
77 tics,' ' 

In 1964, the Republican Party in Bexar County re-

ceived less than five per cent of the i>iexican-Araerican 

vote, In 1966, Republican John Tower won twenty-six per 

cent of the Mexican-Araerican vote, Jim Lunz points out 

that this phenomenal increase among Mexican-Americans was 

due, in part, to the liberal Democrat's ocposition to John 

Connally and Waggoner Carr, One of the deliberate 

features of the John Tower campaic-XL in Bexar County in 

1966 was to gain Mexican-American voters and party raembers. 

Sheppard believes the effort was immensely successful and 

concludes that most Bexar County politicians will give the 

Republican Party about ten per cent of the normal vote of 

79 Mexican-Araericans. Consequently, the Republican Party 

now has eight Mexican-American precinct chairraen as cora-

pared to 1960 when there were no Mexican-Araerican Repub-

• ^ u • 80 lican precmct chairraen. 

'^'^lbid. 

Vft 
Lunz, op, c i t , 

7Q 
^Sheppard, op, c i t 

80-r . . 
Lunz, op, c i t , 
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Joe Guerra, a Mexican-American Republican in San 

Antonio, contends that the party is essentially in its 

infancy, To grow the party must expand beyond the pro-

fessional clientele it now favors, Guerra declares that 

the Republicans in San Antonio are primarily people of 

professional status such as doctors and lawyers. Guerra 

says, "they must share the party with the average middle-

class people and the working class. Until the Republican 

Party makes this shift in its orientation, it will remain 

a minority party." According to Guerra, if the Repub-

lican Party in San Antonio wants to become fully corapeti-

tive with the Democrats and receive Mexican-American 

support, the Republicans must take a more progressive 

stand on issues of human dignity, The Republicans can 

continue their conservative stand regarding economic 

issues and private enterprise; but, and Guerra is very 

emphatic, Republicans in Texas and San Antonio have got to 

take a more progressive stand on civil rights and the 

matters of human dignity, Guerra concludes that the Re-

publicans must become more liberal in order to appeal to 

Mexican-Americans. 

"̂̂ lnteî iew with Joe Guerra, a Iiexican-AT.erican 
Republican in San Antonio, in San Antonio, Texas, December 
30, 1967, 

^^lbid. 
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Whether the observations of Joe Guerra will be 

supported by the Republican Party in Bexar County remains 

to be seen. Liberal Democrats in San Antonio argue that 

the Republican Party will offer no access to government 

for Mexican-Americans. The extent to which the Republican 

Party grows in Bexar County will depend upon how many dis-

sident conservative Democrats re-align with the Republi-

cans, Jake Johnson contends that new recruits to Repub-

lican ranks come from conservative Democrats who are 

reacting to the increasing influence of liberals and 

Mexican-Americans in the Democratic Party. There is a 

feeling that racism and prejudice against Mexican-Americans 

contribute to the re-alignment of some conservative Derao-

crats, Liberal Democrats do not stress the factor of 

ethnic prejudice because it is their position that dis-

enchantment with the national Democratic Party is the 

major cause for the re-alignment of conservative Democrats 
O'? 

with the Republican Party, 

Jim Lunz concedes that it will be "a long road 

for the Republican Party in Texas to make any great inroads 
84. 

with the Mexican-Araerican or \i±th the Negrc" Until the 

Republican Party raakes a concerted effort to secure the 

^^Johnson, op, cit.; Maverick, Jr,, op, cit,; and 
Bernard, op, cit, 

84T •̂. 
Lunz, op, cit. 
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support of Mexican-Americans by offering the Mexican-

Americans access to government, the Republicans have 

written off approximately fifty per cent of the population 
85 of Bexar County, 

The nonpartisan Good Governraent League represents 

a limited means of access to government for Mexican-

Americans. The Republican Party currently offers little 

partisan access to government. As indicated, it is the 

Democratic Party that currently offers the greatest parti-

san access to government for Mexican-Americans. 

Fiexican-Araerican Inclusion in the 
Governments of San Antonio 

and Bexar County 

Mexican-Americans in San Antonio since 1948 have 

increasingly sought access to government by election to 

the officials position of governraent. Not oniy have 

Mexican-Americans been seeking election to the city and 

county governments, they have been increasingly successful 

in their election bids. Although Mexican-Araericans con-

stitute about fifty per cent of the population of Bexar 

County, representatives of the ethnic group do not comprise 

one-half of the officials in local government, 

Table 19 shows that Mexican-Americans have in-

creased their number of candidrtes as well as elected 

^^Republican Party relations with Mexican-Americans 
in Texas are analyzed in Soukup, iMcCleskey, and Holloway, 
op, cit., pp, 126-137, 
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TABLE 19 

MEXICAN-AMERICANS AND Tlffi SAN ARTONIO 
CITY COUNCTL 

Mexican-
Mexican-American Total Nc iiuericans 

Year Candidates of Candidates iiilected 

1947 

1951^ 

1951^ 

1953 

1955 

1957 

1959 

1961 

1963 

1965 

1967 

1 

0 

4 

4 

5 

4 

11 

9 

6 

7 

11 

28 0 

27 0 

32 1 

35 1 

38 2 

16 1 

39 1 

34 2 

26 1 

20 2 

39 3 

^Old ward systera where terra of office was four years 

^First city council under new counciJ-laanager olan 
with election at large for two year term of office. 

SOURCE: San Antonio City .̂ ecretary, San Antonio, Texas. 
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officials in city government, In 1947, it was rare and 

extraordinary for Mexican-Americans to seek election to 

the city council, By 1967, nearly one-third of the thirty-

nine candidates for positions on the San Antonio city 

council were Mexican-Americans. It v;as not urtil 1951, 

when Henry Gonzalez was elected city councilman, that a 

Mexican-j^erican was successful in securing a seat on the 

council, In 1967, three Mexican-Americans hold positions 

on the San Antonio city council. V/hereas twenty years ago 

Mexican-Americans had very little access to the San Anto-

nio city council through inclusion on the council, in 1967 

one-third of the council was Mexican-American. 

Mexican-Americans are appointed to city boards and 

commissions to a greater extent today than two decades agc 

At the end of World War II it was unheard of to appoint a 

Mexican-American to any city board or commission. Table 

20 shows that Mexican-American participation on city 

boards and commissions has tended to increase giving 

Mexican-Americans greater access to the city governraent 

than in an earlier day. The appointment of Mexican-

Americans to city boards and conmiissions remains far below 

the percentage of Mexican-Araerican population in San Anto-

nio. Mexican-American leaders are particularly anxious to 

have a higher percentage of Mexican-Araericans on the city 

boards and commissions. These Mexican-American leaders 
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m TABLE 20 

SAii Ai'ITONIO BOARDS AND C( iFiJVIISSIONS 
AND MEXTCAN-AMERICAî S 

SELECTED YEARS 

T o t a l Mexican- % Mexican-
Year Members Araericans Americans 

1955 47 5 10 .6 

1960 49 10 20 .4 

1967 91 18 1 9 . 7 

SOURCE: San Anton io C i t y S e c r e t a r y , San An ton io , Texas . 
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argue that their ethnic group should be represented in the 

appointed positions commensurate with the percentage of 

Mexican-American population in San Antonio. If the polit-

ical role of Mexican-Americans grows, with increased 

participation, the leaders believe Mexican-American appoint-

raents will also increase. In so doing, Mexican-Americanc 

wili achieve greater access to the city government of San 
, 4. . 86 Antonic 

Mexican-Araericans have increased their number of 

candidates as well as elected officials in Bexar County 

government since 1948. Mexican-Americans have achieved 

greater access to county government by electing raenbers of 

the ethnic group to county positions because of their 

political role in the Democratic Party. There are more 

elective positions in county governraent than in city gov-

ernraent, Also, patronage is an important factor for 

Mexican-Araericans in gaining access to county governraent. 

The political role of Mexican-Araericans in the 

Democratic Party in Bexar County enables the ethnic group 

to exert a degree of influence upon county officials. Of-

ficials in the county 'who are elected incluoe the county 

commissioners, county judge, county sheriff, county 

attorney, county clerk, county tax assessor-collector, 

justices of the peace, constabies, and others. Ilost of 

86rn „ . i 

Torres, op. cit. 
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these officials are elected county wide and depend upon 

the Democratic Party as their avenue to office. The in-

creased role of Mexican-Americans in the Democratic Party 

requires these officials to pay attention to the Mexican-

American electorate, Some of the county officials are 

elected from precincts within the county (e.g. county 

commissioner, justices of the peace, and constables), 

Mexican-Americans have won control over these county posi-

tions where the Mexican-Americans have sufficient voting 

87 power, 

In 1948, Mexican-Americans secured the election of 

one of their fellow ethnics to the position of justice of 

the peace, Since 1948, Mexican-Americans have secured 

positions as county commissioner, justices of the peace, 

constables, deputy sheriffs, attorneys in the county at-

torney's office, and judges of county courts at law. 

Table 21 shows the trend toward increased participation by 

Mexican-Americans in the official positions of Bexar County 

Patronage represents a significant factor in 

Mexican-i\jiierican involvement in Bexar County government, 

County government in Texas stands as one of the suprerae 

^"^lnterview with M. C, Gonzalez, Assistant 
District Attorney in Bexar County, in San Antonio, 
Texas, December 28, 1967. (̂n the nature of county 
government in Texas see Clifton McCleskey, The Gov-
ernment and Politics of Texas, op, cit., 305-310. 



257 

Tx.BLE 21 

MJÍXICAN-AI''IERICAN C A : ; D I D Í . T E S Aî  D LLRGTED 
OFFICIALS FÔ .̂ COUNTY OFFICE III 

BEXAR COUNTY 1 9 4 8 - 1 9 6 8 

Year 

1948 

1950 

1952 

1954 

1956 

1958 

1960 

1962 

1964 

1966 

1968 

Mexican-Araerican 
Candidates 

3 

2 

2 

3 

5 

5 

8 

7 

15 

16 

17 

Mexican-^vnericans 
E l e c t e d 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

2 

5 

5 

6 

7 

*At this writing the 1968 elections have not been 
held. 

SOURCE: Bexar County Clerk, San Antonio, Texac 
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exanples of "spoils politics,"^^ As Mexican-Americans 

have increased their political power through the ballot 

box in Bexar County, politicians have taken heed and re-

sponded accordingly, V/hereas few Mexican-Americans 

staffed county positions twenty years ago, today the :íex£ir 

County court house contains large numbers of employed 

Mexican-Anericans, Anglo-Americans, seeking to secure 

Mexican-American support, have appointed merabers of the 

ethnic group to jobs in county government, With the in-

c-rease in the number of Mexican-American elected officials, 

more Mexican-Americans have been appointed to jobs in 

county government. The patronage systera in Bexar County 

government has responded to the political role of Mexican-

Americans in much the same manner as local government re-

sponded to increased political activity by ethnic groups 

in northeastern cities in the latter part of the nineteenth 

century, Although numerous volumes have been produced 

criticizing patronage or "spoils politics," for American 

ethnic groups, the systera has represented a raajor means 

^^lbid., pp. 311-312, 

®%andlin, op, cit., p];'. 201-226. See also Lane, 
op, cit,, pp, 239-240; Lawrence Fuchs, The Political Be-
havior of jlmerican Jews (Glencoe, Illinois: The Free 
Press, 1956), pp, 44-47; Edward M. Levine, The Irish and 
Irish Politicians (Notre Oame: University of liotre Dame 
Press, 1966), pp, 144-155; and V/illiam Whyte, Street 
Corner Society (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 
1943), PP. 210-211. 
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for inclusion in positions of government. For San Anto-

nio's Mexican-Americans, patronage is an important means 

of access to Bexar County government, 

Summary 

Groups and interests who have reasons for entrance 

into politics may utilize their political role to gain 

access to government. Upon securing access to government, 

groups and interests may bring their influence to bear on 

the government and accomplish those ends which initiated 

the group's political activity. 

Mexican-Americans in San Antonio have been con-

fronted with at least three possibilities by which the 

ethnic group could gain access to government. These three 

possibilities are the Good Government League, political 

parties, and positions in government, 

The nonpartisan OGL provides access to government 

for those Mexican-Americans who join the organization and 

support its interests. The GGL since 1953 has dominated 

the city council of San Antonio because the League represents 

a coalition of political and socio-economic interests with 

enough power to generally overwhelm its opposition. 

Mexican-American leaders, independent of the GGL, believe 

the League represents a power elite v/hich controls city 

government for its ovm benefit. The power elite is composed 

of leaders of the GGL. Through the GGL this power elite 
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promotes its ovm socio-economic interests, According to 

this interpretation, San Antonio is a controlled city. 

The city is controlled by high socio-economic interests 

who depend upon a cheap supply of labor for profit. Po-

liticians (e.g.,Albert Pena, Peter Torres, and John 

Alaniz), declare that any Mexican-American who supports, 

or is supported by, the GGL is dominated by the socio-

economic interests of the CT(JL leadership. To work with 

the GGL is to betray the political independence of 

Mexican-Araericans. According to these more outspoken 

Mexican-American leaders, the GGL is a continuation of 

the heritage of Anglo-American domination of "Mexicanos," 

Independent political action by Mexican-Americaiis is the 

only way to secure a just place for the ethnic group in 

San Antonic 

Political parties in Bexar County offer a means of 

access to goverrmient for Mexican-Americans. The Deraocratic 

Party, due to traditional allegiance as well as issue 

orientation, receives the support of raost P'̂ iexican-Araericans, 

The liberal faction of the Democratic Party in San Anto-

nio is closely identified with Mexican-.imericans because 

liberal Deraocrats support civil rights legislation, raini-

mum wage guarantees, expanded health services, and other 

public programs designed to ccrabat poverty. Mexican-

American leaders in San Antonio strongly suTjport such 

programs, The Republican Farty in San Antonio does not 
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curren.tly represent a means of access to government for 

Mexican-Americans. The liepublicans identijy with high 

socio-economic interests in Bexar County who have very 

little in common with Mexican-Americans. 

Mexican-iimerican inclusion in positions of offi-

cial government has increased in the last twenty years. 

Individuals such as United States Congressman Henry 

Gonzalez, Bexar County Commissioner Albert Pena, Texas 

State Senator Joe Bernal, and San Antonio City Councilman 

Peter Torres, are indicative of the changing political 

setting in San Antonic Mexican-Americans in positions of 

city and county government are quite commion today, M. C. 

Gonzalez, who has been active in Mexican-Araerican politics 

since World War I, says "a generation ago such a develop-

91 ment was beyond most people's imagination."• 

Ql 
^ Gonzalez, op. cit 
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C0NCLU3I0NS 

This study analyzes the relationship of political 

role with the political setting. Political role refers to 

expectations about how a political actor behaves in par-

ticular situations, Political setting refers to the 

environment which defines, channels, and confines the po-
2 

litical behavior of an actor living in that setting. 

In this study, political actor refers to Mexican-Americans; 

whereas, political setting refers to San Antonio, Texas. 

To carry forward the analysis the study formulates 

a working hypothesis. The hypothesis serves as a begin-

ning point for the analysis, and it serves as a guide for 

organizing the investigation. The hypothesis which this 

study utilizes is that the political role of Mexican-

Americans in San Antonio, Texas has changed the political 

setting in San Antonic 

The conclusions for this study are set forth in 

the following manner. First, comparisons are made between 

the literature of political science and the aata produced 

•'•Robert Dahl, Modern Political Analysis (Engle-
wood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, Inc, 1963), p. H . 

^Lester W, Milbrath, Political Participation 
(Chicago: Rand McNally and Cc, 1965), VV* 6-7, 

262 
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by this investigation. Second, conclusions are raade as to 

the relation of the data produced by this study with the 

hypothesis, Third, observations are made regarding the 

relationship between political role and political setting. 

The Concept of Political Role 
and Mexican-Araericans 

Heinz Eulau contends that political role operates 

on three levels: the cultural, the social, and the per-

3 
sonal,-̂  On the cultural level, political role refers to 

the norms, traditions, rights, and duties that relate to 

the behavioral pattern of the political actor. On the 

social level, political role is related to the interac-

tion, corjiection, or bond that produces a behavioral pat-

tern between one political actor and another political 

actor, On the personal level, political role refers to 

the definitions of the role held by the different actors 

in the behavioral pattern. Analysis of political role on 

these three levels is required in order to relate the role 

to the political setting. In the study of political role 

and political setting, the identification of the political 

actor whose role is under analysis is the major point of 

origin, 

•̂ Heinz Eulau, The Behavioral Persuasion in Poiî  
tics (New York: Random House, Inc, 1963), P- 39. 

"̂ lbid,, p, 40. 
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An ethnic group may constitute a political actor.^ 

The ethnic group displays uniformities of behavior on a 

cultural level, on a social level, and on a personal lev-

el, Mexican-Americans in San Antonio constitute a 

clearly distinguished ethnic group,'̂  Mexican-Americans, 

as a group, constitute a political actor and, hence, play 

a political role, 

The political role of Mexican-Americans in San 

Antonio on the cultural level is reflected in the histori-

cal background of the ethnic group. The historical back-

ground of Mexican-Americans in San Antonio indicates the 

norms, traditions, and cultural relations in the behavioral 

pattern of Mexic8.n-Americans, The cultural level of the 

role of Mexican-Americans in San Antonio is significantly 

related to the political role of Anglo-Americans. The 

norms, traditions, and cultural relations of Mexican-

Americans with Anglo-Americans display various forms of 

cultural conflict. 

^On the nature of group and political behavior see 
David Truman, The Governmental Process (New York: Alfred 
A, Knopf, Inc, 1951), p. 23. 

W, Lloyd Warner and Leo Srole, The Social System 
of American Ethnic Groups (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1945), p. 1. 

"̂ Lyle Saunders, The Spanish Lipeaking Population of 
Texas (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1949), p. 9. 
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The political role of Mexican-Americans on the 

social level is related to the socio-economic conditions 

of the ethnic group. The socio-economic conditions of 

Mexican-Americans are indicators of the interaction or 

connection between the major poiitical actors in the po-

litical setting of San Antonic The social interaction, 

bond, or connection betweeii Mexican-Americans and Anglo-

Americans produces a behavioral pattern directly related 

to the personal level of the political role of Mexican-

Americans, The socio-economic conditions of Mexican-

Americans in San Antonio are particularly noteworthy when 

brought into comparison with the socio-economic conditions 

of Anglo-Americans, 

The personal level of the political role of 

Mexican-Americans represents the raost extensive behavior 

pattern of the group, In coraparison with the cultural lev-

el and the social level of political role, the personal 

level of political role involves the more obvious activi-

ties of the political actor. On the person?! level of 

political role, the behavior pattern of îlexican-Araericans 

indicates the definitions or attitudes of the ethnic group 

toward other political actors -r'nd tov;ard the political 

setting, The definitions or attitudes in the behavioral 

pattern of Mexican-ixmericans in San Antonio are explicitly 

^Eulau, op. cit., pp- 39-46. 
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indicated by Mexican-American leaders and political action 

groups, by Mexican-î jnerican voting patterns, and by 

Mexican-American access to the political offices of San 

Antonio and Bexar County. 

The Concept of Political Setting 
and Mexican-Americans 

To analyze the impact of political role on the po-

litical setting requires an investigation of political 

action, Lester Milbrath argues that political action re-

quires two decisions by the political actor: one must 

decide to act or not to act; and one must also decide the 

direction of the action, Furthermore, decisions about the 

direction of political action are specific as to the set-
Q 

ting in which the decisions are made,^ Therefore, the 

impact of political role on the political setting depends 

not only upon a decision to act but also upon the direc-

tion of the action in the particular political setting. 

In the analysis of political setting by Milbrath, 

he uses the concept to refer to the environment which con-

fines the political behavior of an actor living in that 

setting,"^^ Specifically, Milbrath uses the concept of 

political setting to refer to: (1) rules of the game about 

the conduct of politics; (2) political institutions. 

%lilbrath, op, cit., pp. 6-7. 

-̂ l̂bid., p. 90, 
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especialiy the political party system; and (5) the special 

charactoristics of a given carapaign.̂ ^ Political settings 

can be viewed in different ways. Gabriel Alraond and 

Sidney Verba use political setting to refer to an entire 

12 
national culture, Settings have one thing in coramon, 

however, the concept of status quc Poiitical actors in 

their political role can defend or try to change the status 

quc Defenders of the status quo are often called con-

servatives, and those trying to change-the status quo are 

13 called liberals. -^ Consequently, a political role directed 

toward change in the political setting away from the status 

quo woiild be a liberal political role. 

In this study of the relations between the polit-

ical role of Mexican-Americans and the political setting in 

San Antonio, political setting involves five factors. 

These five factors define, channel, and confine the polit-

ical behavior of Mexican-Araericans. These five factors 

are cultural background, socio-economic conditions, group 

awareness, voting patterns, and poiitical access. In 

other words, this study analyzes the expectations about 

how a political actor behaves in particular situations. 

-^•^lbid. 

-| p 

Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba, The Civic 

Culture (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1963) 

•^^Milbrath, op, cit,, p, 7, 
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These particular situations operate on cultural, í̂ ocial, 

and personal levels and operate in a specific oolitical 

setting. This political setting is represented by cultural 

background, socio-economic coiiditions, group consciousrxess, 

voting behavior, and access to the offices of government 

of the political actor living in the setting, 

The political roie of Mexican-Americans in San 

Antonio is directly related to the characteristics of the 

political setting, As a result, changes in the political 

role of Mexican-Americans manifest themselves as changes in 

the political setting, The impact of Mexican-Americans on 

the political setting is much the same as the impact other 

American ethnic groups have had on their political set-

tings, As the political role of the Irish, the Italians, 

the Jews, and the other Araerican ethnic groups changed so 

did their political settings, The political role of 

See Oscar Handlin, The Uprooted (Boston: Little, 
Brown and Cc, 1951); Oscar Handlin, Imraigration as a Fac-
tor in American History (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 
Inc, 1959); Lawrence Fuchs, The Political Behavior of 
American Jews (líew York: The Free Press of Glencoe, Inc, 
1956); Edward M. Levine, The Irish and Irish Politicians 
(Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame, 1966); Milton M. 
Gordon, Assimilation in American Life (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1964); Manuel Gamio, Mexican mraigra-
tion to the United States (Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1930); Manuel Garaio, The Mexi(3an Iraraigrant 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1931); Nathan 
Glazier and Daniel P. Moynihan, Bevond the Melting Pot 
(Carabridge: Harvard University Press, 1963); Warner and 
Srole, op, cit.; and íi. E. Park and H. A. Miller, Old 
World Traits Transolanted (New York: Harper and Cc, 
1921). 
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Mexican-Americans in San Antonio is very similar to the 

behavioral patterns of other American ethnic grouos. 

Political Role and the Cultural Background 
of Mexican-Americans in 

South Texas 

Analysis of political role on the cultural level 

calls attention to the customs, traditions, and norms thcit 

relate to the behavioral pattern of the political actor.-̂ ^ 

The analysis of the political role of Mexican-Americans on 

a cultural level leads this investigation to conclude that 

cultural conflict plays a pararaount part in the relation-

ship between political role and political setting. 

On the cultural level of the political role of 

Mexican-Americans in south Texas and San Antonio, there is 

a long heritage of Anglo-Ara.erican paternalism. However, 

the political action of Mexican-Americans in ban Antonio 

is devoted to changing the political setting represented 

by Anglo-American domination. 

Georg Simmel argues that conflict not only precedes 

the development of political action by an actor but is 

operative in that political action at the very moment of 

its existence,-'- The pressure of social and cultural con-

flict is a primary force behind the behavioral patterns of 

15 ^Eulau, op, cit., p, 40, 

1 f\ 
Georg Simmel, Conflict (,:ew York: The Free Press 

of Glencoe, Inc, 1955), pp, 13-20. On conflict as a basic 
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Mexican-American politics. The long heritage of cultural 

conflict in south Texas and San Antonio between Mexican-

Araericans and Anglo-Americans has strengthened group 

consciousness for both actors, On this basis, Mexican-

Americans and Anglo-Araericans represent competing polit-

ical actors within the political setting of south Texas, 

Lewis Coser contends that "reciprocal reoulsions" 

promote group identification and unity.'̂ '̂  Political ac-

tivity arises from united group consciousness as demands 

are made on the political setting to change the distribu-

tion of rights and privileges, As a group becomes aware 

of itself as negatively privileged in the political set-

ting, group unity becomes stronger and political action is 

^ 18 encouraged. 

The political role of Mexican-Araericans has changed 

the political setting in San Antonio partly because of 

cultural conflict. Mexican-Americans have not changed the 

element of cultural conflict within the political setting. 

feature in political behavior see Robert Dahl, Pluralist 
Democracy in the United States: Conflict and Consent 
(Chicago: Rand McNally & Cc , 1967); Dan î-̂irarao and Thomas 
Ungs, American Political Patterns: Conflict and Consensus 
(Bosto n Little, Brown <?c Cc, 1967), 

Lewis A, Coser, The i'unctions of Social Conflict 
(New York: The Free Press of Glencoe, Inc., 1956), pn. 34-
35. 

^^lbid. 
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but as a political actor there is an increased group con-

sciousness, Mexican-American political activity has re-

sponded to cuitural conflict in such a manner as to 

strengthen group awareness of the politicai setting. Eth-

nic conflict, arising from the culturai level of the 

political roles of Mexican-Am.ericans and Anglo-ihnericans, 

has contributed to Mexican-American political action 

designed to change the political setting of the group. 

Mexican-Americans, as a political actor, have come to re-

ject the culturai norms, traditions, and practices of 

Anglo-American páternalisra. Mexican-Araericans see thera-

selves as negatively privileged in the political setting 

of San Antonic This group awareness is itself a mani-

festation of a changed political setting, 

Political Role and the Socio-economic 
Conditions of Mexican-Americans 

in San Antonio 

On the social level, analysis of political role is 

based on an investigation into the relationship, interac-

tion or connection between one nolitical actor and another 

political actor, -" Socio-economic conditions may define 

this social level of political role. Such conditions 

place the political actors in definite relationships where-

by privileges, opportunities, and social oenefits are 

19 
Euiau, op, cit. 
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prescribed. When a political actor is located in a par-

ticular socio-economic status, that status helps to explain 

the political behavior pattern of the actor.^^ AS Milbrath 

indicates, political action may be devoted to change of the 

status quo or political action raay be in defense of the 
21 

status quc Anglo-Americans in San Antonio generally 

favor a defense of the status quo v:hereas Mexican-Americans 

desire a change in the status quc To change the socio-

economic status of the political actor requires changing 

the po.Mtical setting which confines that political ac-

tor,22 

All indices of socio-economic status show Mexican-

Americans in San Antonio to be classified in the lower 

level of the social order, In terms of death rate, liter-

acy, education, employment, housing, and other socio-

economic factors, Mexican-Americans are lower than Imglo-

Americans in the social system, 

The great majority of Mexican-Americans are located 

in the first stage of political development described by 
p-̂  

Robert Dahl, Mexican-Araericans in San Antonio are 

Robert Lane, Political Life: V/hy People Get 
Involved in Politics (líew York: The Free Press of Glen-
coe, Inc., 1959), pp. 101-108, 

^-^Milbrath, op. cit. 

22 
Lane, op. cit. 

-̂ Robert Dahl, Who Governs? (Lew Haven: Yale 
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essentially proletarian as they work with their hands, for 

wages, in shops and factories. Ethnic simiiarity between 

Mexican-Americans is reflected in a homogeneity of oolit-

ical attitudes, Mexican-Americans are victims of unemploy-

ment, they are persons of little social prestige, and they 

are objects of discrimination by Anglo-Araericans. How-

ever, the socio-economic advances made by some Mexican-

Americans (such as, doctors, teachers, and businessmen), 

enable them to be classified in the second stage of the 

Dahl trilogy, It is this group, those in the second 

stage of political development, who are most involved in 

the politics of San Antonic Some of these Mexican-

Americans have gained a considerable amount of political 

power, Very few Mexican-Americans can be located in the 

25 third stage of political development advanced by Dahl. 

On the social level of political role, socio-

economic needs lead a political actor to demand raore po-

litical power so as to iraprove the conditions confronting 
pr 

the actor. However, the political actions of the actor 

University Press, 1961), pp. 34-35. 

^^See Ibid. at p. 35 for a description of the 
second and third stages of political deveiopraent of an 
ethnic group, 

^^lbid. 

^ Oscar Handlin, The UDrooted (Boston: Little, 
Brown & Cc, 1951), pp, 201-206, 
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are severely limited by the same socio-econoraic condi-
27 

tions, Socio-economic needs have led some Mexican-

Americans to demand more political power for theraselves so 

as to improve opportunities for education and employraent. 

Seymour M, Lipset underscores a raajor obstacle in this 

aspect of Mexican-American political action when he notes 

that political effectiveness is reduced by a low socio-
po 

economic status. Robert Lane supports Lipset's arguraent 

in observing that groups with low socio-econoraic status 

2Q have limited political power. ' Mexican-American poverty, 

language, and lov/ social status represent significant 

obstacles to political action aimed at changing the polit-

ical setting. Mexican-Araerican politics in San Antonio 

have overcome some of the socio-economic iinitations for 

the better educated and employed raembers of the ethnic 

group. The majority of Mexican-Araericans in San Antonio, 

however, reraain in socio-econoraic conditions which repre-

sent the major hindrance to more active and independent 

political behavior, Although some Mexican-Anericans are 

on a plane of socio-econoraic equality with most A;.glo-

Aiaericans, the reraainder of the Mexican-Americans are in a 

^Seymoui- M. Lipset, Political Man: The Social 
Bases of Politics (Garden Cityl Doubleday k Cc, 1960), 
pp. 205-206. 

^^lbid. 

29 ^Lane, op, cit., pp, 243-251. 
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low status position, On this social level of political 

role, Mexican-Americans have had little success in chang-

ing the setting which confines most of the merabers of the 

ethnic group, This continuation of low socio-econoraic 

status for Mexican-Araericans in San Antonio represents the 

most significant failure of the political role of Mexican-

Americans, 

Political Role and Mexican-iunerican 
Leadership and Groups in 

San Antonio 

On the personal level, analysis of political roie 

is directed to the definitions of the role held by the po-

30 litical actors in the behavioral pattern.^ The attitudes 

of leaders and groups reflect the definitions of their 

political role. And as a group, people can be treated 

analytically as interacting with other groups, even though, 

in reality, individuals rather than groups are involved in 

31 concrete relationships. 

Paul Pigors views leadership as a process or func-

tion.^^ The leader is an individual whose rationalizations, 

judgments, and feelings are accepted by other raerabers of 

^^Eulau, op. cit. 

^^lbid., pp, 47-47. 

^^Paul Pigors, Leâ iership or Doraination ('lew York 
Houghton Mifflin Cc, 1935), p. 6. 
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the group as bases of belief and action. Here is a recip-

rocal process or function since the rationalizations, 

judgments, and feelings held by a leader have been stimu-

lated by merabers of the group. Leaders are not only stimuli, 

but they are also responses to the feelings and aspirations 

of their group. Pigors, and other writers on the nature 

of leadership, indicates that this process of reciprocity 

between leader and follower is the basic characteristic of 

leadership, ̂-̂  

The rationalizations, judgments, and feelings of 

leaders and groups are the definitions of their political 

role in the behavioral pattern. Herein is found one aspect 

of the personal level of political role. In San Antonio 

there are individuals, such as Henry Gonzalez and Albert 

Pena, whose rationalizations, judgments, and feelings are 

accepted by other Mexican-Americans as bases of belief and 

action, The development of Mexican-American leaders, where 

leadership was previously lacking or non-existent, is a 

manifestation of a changing political setting. On the 

personal level of political role, the eraergence of leaders 

and political action groups indicates that the political 

ikiå'» PP' 6-I3. See also Sidney Verba, Small 
Groups and Political Behavior (Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1961); Franklyn S. Haiman, Group Leader-
ship (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Cc, 1960); Bernard M. 
Bass, LeadershiD, Psychology and Organizational Behavior 
(New York: Harper and Row, Inc., 1960); and Emory S, 
Bogardus, Leaders and Leadership (New York: Appleton-
Century Cc , 1935), 
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setting has changed from a setting which severely restricted 

political action to a setting which aliow^ puiitical action. 

According to Earl Latham, political action groups 

are structures of power designed to dominate, neutralize, 

or conciliate that part of their environment that presses 

in upon them most closely,̂ '̂  Arthur Bentley contends that 

groups represent a basic political form which seeks for 

its raembers political, economic, and social satisfaction,^^ 

David Truman argues that groups make ciaims upon other 

groups in society for the establishment or enhancement of 

forms of behavior desired by the deprived or demanding 
36 group.^ 

Upon the basis of the importance of political ac-

tion groups, the emergence of Mexican-American groups 

represents a major development on the personal level of 

the political role of Mexican-Americans. Prior to World 

War I, Mexican-American political action groups were simply 

unknown in south Texas, After World War II, and particu-

larly over the last twenty years, Mexican-American groups 

have become active in San Antonio as well as south Texas, 

The emergence of LULAC, G, I, Forum, PASO, FiîMA, and LA 

34 
Earl Latham, The Group Basis of Politics 

(Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1952), pp. 1-2. 
35 
Arthur Bentley, The Process of Governraent (Bloom-

ington: Principia Press, 1949), p. 211. 

Truman, op, cit,, pp, 33-34, 
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RAZA UNIDA shows the changing political setting in which 

Mexican-Americans are located. These Mexican-American 

groups are basic and fundamental political forms created 

from common causes and shared ethnic attitudes. Mexican-

American political leaders and groups are devoted to and 

active in changing the political setting of the ethnic 

group. On the personal level of political role, the 

emergence of leaders and groups is a measure of the chang-

ing political setting. 

Political Role and Mexican-American 
Voting Patterns in 

San Antonio 

On the personal level of political role, voting 

patterns indicate definitions of the behavioral relation-

"57 ship that exists for the political actor.^ In other 

words, the attitudes of the political actor as displayed 

by voting represent definitions of the behavioral pattern, 

According to Robert Lane, persons of ethnic back-

ground are active in politics because they have occupa-

tional interests v/hich are affected by what government does 

or does not dc Ethnic groups are directly interested in 

the rewards of politics in the form of governmental ser-

vices designed to solve ethnic problems arising from the 

^ On the nature of the personal level of polit-
ical role, see Eulau, op, cit. 

á'fi.. 
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political setting of the group.^° In this regard, I-exicr.n-

Americans in San Antonio vote mainly for candidate:- thut 

support better employment opportunities, school facilities, 

minimum wage protection, medical care programs, and greater 

public welfare programs for the benefit of the merabers of 

the ethnic group. 

Ethnic voting patterns, as an indication of the 

personal level of political role, allow an investigation 

to distinguish between acculturation and assimilation.^^ 

Acculturation refers to the beliefs, values, practices, 

symbols, and ideas in a behavioral pattern. Assirailation 

refers to the system of relationships and associations 

among individuals and groups."̂  Michael Parenti observes 

that ethnic social substructures may persist or evolve 

new structures in the direction of the mainstrean culture. 

In the face of widespread accuituration, the ethnic group 

may still maintain a social sub-structure encorapassing 

•zo 

Lane, op. cit., pp. 236-239. See also .villiara 
Whyte, Street Corner Society (Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1^55); and Handlin, op. cit. 

•50 

Plichael Parenti, "Ethnic Politics and Ethnic 
Identification," Araerican Political Science Reviev;, Vol. 61 
(Septeraber, 1967), pp. 717-726. See also Erich .losenthal, 
"Acculturation Without Assimilation," American Journal of 
Sociology, Vol. 66 (November, 1966), pp. 275-288, 

On this distinction nee Talcott Parsons, The 
Social System (Glencoe: The Free Press, 1951). 

â^ 
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primary and secondary group relations composed of fellow 

ethnics, The lack of assimilation in the face of extensive 

acculturation helps explain the persistence of ethnic vot-

ing noted by Robert Dahl and Raymond Wolfinger.^^ 

On the personal level of political role, Mexican-

Americans in San Antonio indicate a greater degree of 

acculturation than assimilation. Mexican-Americans in San 

Antonio identify closely with personalities such as Henry 

Gonzalez and Albert Pena. There is much greater associa-

tion among fellow Mexican-Araericans than between Mexican-

Americans and Anglo-Americans. On the other hand, Mexican-

Americans display general agreement with the beliefs, 

values, symbols, and ideas of the American social systera. 

Increased Mexican-American accuituration is indicated by 

extensive activities by the ethnic group with regard to 

voter registration and other American political practices. 

Utilizing the political practices and ideas of Araerican 

politics, Mexican-Americans tend to discrirainate between 

"friends" and "foes" more so today than in years past. 

Mexican-Araerican voting patterns display a strong prefer-

ence for the Democratic party and a general tendency for 

42 
Dahl, op, cit. , p. 59, and Ka;vTnond '.volfin_rei-, 

"The Development and Persistence of Ethnic Votinr," 
American Political Science P.eview, Vol. 59 (December, 
1965), PP. 896-908. 

/ / 
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liberal Democrats over conservative Leraocrats. In this 

respect, the personal level of the political role of 

Mexican-Americans is related to the political setting 

which confines the groun- As Lester Milbrath points out, 

a political decision designed to change the status quo 

víould normally be a liberal decision.^^ Ilexican- inericans 

in San Antonio, with their support for liberal Deraocrats, 

are a force for change in the status quc 

The voting patterns of Mexican-Araericans indicate 

the definitions of the group with regard to the behavioral 

pattern v/hich involves the group. These definitions, cor-

responding to the personal level of political role, indicate 

a close sirailarity between the political behavior of 

Mexican-Americans and other American ethnic groups, a 

greater degree of acculturation than assirailation, ar.d r̂ o-

litica]. action which tends to be liberal rather than con-

servative. These developraents correspond with the findings 

of Angus Carapbell and his associates that shov; voting as a 

raajor raeans 'whereby an ethnic group can raake chan;:e in 

the political setting confronting the ethnic group. 

"̂ •̂ Milbrath, op. cit. 

Angus Campbell, Philip E. Converse, V/arren i:;. 
Miller, and Donald E. Stokes, The American Voter (Tiew York: 
John w'iley and Sons, Inc, 1964), pp. 3-7. The literature 
of American ethnic groups argues this point extensively: 
see Handlin, oo. cit. 

>'-



282 

Political Role and Mexican-American 
Political Access in San Antonio 

As Lester Milbrath indicates, if a pclitical actor 

raakes a decision to change the status quo such a decision 

represents changing the poiitical setting confining the 

45 actor, Robert Lane argues that an ethnic --roup achieves 

one of its primary goals for entering politics when the 

group is able to place fellow ethnics in positions in gov-

46 emment, The placing of fellow ethnics in the offices 

of government is the meaning of access utilized in this 

study of the political role of Mexican-Americans in San 

Antonic If an ethnic group achieves access to the offices 

of government, where access was earlier aenied, then such 

47 access represents a changing political setting. 

On the personal level of political role, the defi-

nitions which a political actor gives involving the be-

havioral pattern can be represented by the avenues of 

access to government chosen by the actor. In other words, 

the mechanisms of access open to the actor and successfully 

utilized by the actor represent another aspect of the per-

sonal level of the role of the actor. The mechanisras of 

access to the offices of government open to a political 

^^Milbrath, op, cit, 

"̂ L̂ane, oo, cit,, pp. 101-114. See also Handlin, 
op, cit. 

iee Truman, op, cit., pp. 264-270. 4^s, 

i ,<*, 



283 

actor are numerous and may vary with the political setting, 

This study of the political role of Mexican-iimericans in 

San Antonio emphasizes nonpartisan groups, oolitical par-

ties, and elective or appointive positions in government. 

Nonpartisan groups provide access to the offices 

of government for a political actor.^® "íonpartisan elec-

tions do not free the electorate from the pressure of 

group influence,^^ In nonpartisan elections politicians 

are active because groups are involved in local govern-

ment. These groups as political actors have different 

ambitions and interests which produce conflict leading to 

demands for governmental action.-̂  In this regard, 

Mexican-Americans in San Antonio consider the nonpartisan 

Good Government League to be a "power-elite" which has 

controlled municipal government in San Antonio since 1953. 

Although the GGL presents a slate of candidates on which 

all racial and ethnic groups are represented, Mexican-

American leaders in San Antonio charge that minority 

group candidates are selected for electoral balance and 

have no pov/er in the policy-makin^: of the GGL. > n the 

Hugh A, Bone and Austin :ianney, Politics and 
Voters (New York: McGraw Hill Book Cc, 1963), pp. 106-
107, 

"cerald Pomper, "Ethnic and Group Votinvg in I.on-
partisan Municipal Elections," Public Opinion Quarterly, 
Vol. 30 (Spring, 1966), pp. 79-97, 

^ Bone and Ranney, op. cit., pp. 1(̂ 7-108. 

f^. 
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personal level of political role, Hexican-Araericans in San 

Antonio define the behavioral pattern in which they are 

involved as one that does not allow significant access to 

government through the GGL. Consequently, the political 

role of Mexican-Americans in San Antonio has not changed 

the political setting of the group with regard to the non-

partisan GGL, 

Political parties offer a political actor another 

means of access to the offices of government. Austin 

Ranney and Willmoore Kendall contend that political parties 

are essentially interested in making nominations and con-

testing elections in the hope of eventually gaining and 

exercising control of the personnel and policies of govern-

51 raent,-^ Political parties seek to control the authorita-

tive policy-making bodies of the community and, in so 

doing, make governmental decisions in response to the de-

52 mands and ambitions of those groups who compose the party.^ 

Hencé, a political actor who chooses to utilize a polit-

ical party as a mechanism of access to the offices of 

government must decide what political party or parties to 

enter, what nominations to seek, and what campaign 

•̂̂ Austin Ranney and Willmoore Kendall, Democracy 
and the American Party System (New York: Harcourt, Brace & 
World, Inc, 1956), p, 83, 

^ Niramo and Ungs, op. cit., pp. 222-223. See also 
Pendleton Herring, The Politics of Democracy (Mew York: 
W, W, Norton & Cc, Inc, 1940), p. 64, 

áu á.^. 
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strategies to develop, Political decisions of this nature 

require the actor to define his role in the behavioral 

pattern which amounts to the personal level of political 

role, If the actor is successful in gaining access to the 

offices of government such access would represent a chang-

ing political setting.^^ 

Political parties represent the most successful 

means of access to the offices of government for riexican-

Americans in San Antonic Mexican-American leaders and 

groups have stimulated political action particularly 

through the Democratic party. This political action has 

enabled Mexican-Americans to win elections and place fellow 

ethnics in the policy-making bodies of the community. 

Mexican-American political activity is very similar to 

that of other American ethnic groups. As Oscar Handlin 

has observed, for these ethnic groups, any political office 

was available to him who could command the support of num-

bers; and in many places, the immigrants who had no other 

54 assets had at least the weight of numbers.^ In San Anto-

nio, as for other ethnic groups, Mexican-American ethnic 

•̂̂ For American ethnic groups, political parties 
have been singularly important in allowing the groups 
access to government, See Handlin, op, cit,, p. 209, 

^^lbid., pn, 207-209. See also Dahl, op. cit., 
pp. 32-51; and Samuel Lubell, The í\iture of American 
Politics (Third edition; Lew York: Harper and Row, 1965), 
pp, 84-85. 
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identification between the candidate and his community of 

Mexican-Americans is a positive aid in the quest for office. 

Today there are more Mexican-iunerican precinct chairmen, 

more Mexican-American candidates, and more Mexican-Aiaerican 

office-holders coming through the ranks of the Democratic 

party than at any other time in the history of San Antonic 

A third means of access to the offices of govern-

ment is actual inclusion in the official positions of gov-

55 ernment, Actually holding an office of government is 

peculiarly important for minority groups, involving rauch 

more than the mere spoils of office, Each first appoint-

ment or election given a member of any ethnic group is a 

boost in that group's struggle for social acceptance. It 

means that another barrier to their advance has been lifted, 

another shut door swung open. Samuel Lubell notes that 

whenever a member of an ethnic group or minority group is 

installed in a government job, other merabers of the group 

think instinctively, "Maybe there's a place up there for 

me or my child."^ Inclusion in the official positions of 

government enable Mexican-Americans to have greater access 

to the offices of government beyond political porty ac-

tivity, V/hereas twenty years ago few Mexican-Americans 

^^Lane, op, cit, See also Alfred de Grazia, 
>ublic and Republic (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc, 
1951), ?• 3 ofi "the importance of office as representmg 
a group, 

^ Lubell, op, cit,, p, 85. 
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were elected or appointed to governmental offices in San 

Antonio and Bexar County, by the end of 1968 it is quite 

common to find merabers of the ethnic group staffing the 

offices of government. 

Political Role, Political Setting 
and Mexican-Americans 

in San Antonio 

This study represents an analysis of political role 

in relation to political setting. In the process of ana-

lyzing political role, this study analyses cultural, social, 

and personal aspects of the behavioral pattern. Political 

setting represents the environment which confines and 

channels the political behavior of an actor. 

On the cultural level, the political role of 

Mexican-Araericans in San Antonio has liraited impact. Cul-

tural conflict persists between Mexican-Americans and 

Anglo-Americans. The political actions of Mexican-Araericans 

have stimulated greater group awareness than was the case 

tv;enty years ago and to this extent the political setting 

of the group has changed, 

On the social level, the political role of Mexican-

Americans has had very restricted irapact on the political 

setting. Most Mexican-Americans rem.ain confined in low 

socio-economic conditions in comparison with Anglo-

Araericans. The political actions of Mexican-Araericans 

j ^ â 



288 

have not significantly changed this aspect of the polit-

ical setting. 

On the personal level, the political role of 

Mexican-Americans in San Antonio has had a striking in-

fluence upon the political setting. The emergence of eth-

nic leaders and political action groups, of more group 

oriented voting patterns, and of greater access to the 

offices of government represents significant influence of 

the ethnic group upon the political setting. It is on the 

personal level of political role that Mexican-Americans 

have been most successful in changing the political set-

ting in San Antonic 

In the final analysis, the concept of political 

role shows that an actor may be implicated in several role 

networks, The political actor is implicated in cultural, 

social, and personal levels of behavior. Such a network 

of behavior expectations reflects the complexity of the 

social matrix and warns against treating any one level of 

57 political role as if it were exclusivc^ Mexican-

Americans, as a political actor, are implicated in a 

variety of role networks. Such a variety of behavior ex-

pectations indicates that one should not expect the polit-

ical setting to be changed in direct ratio to changes in 

political role, Instead, a more valid conclusion would 

'̂'Eulau, OT), cit,, p, 41. 
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indicate that some aspects of a political setting are 

changed by some aspects of political role while other 

facets of the politicai setting are not changed or change 

very slowly. 



APPENDIX I 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

1, How would you describe the place of Mexican-Americans 
in the politics of San Antonio? 

2, What do you see as the main political probleras facing 
Mexican-Americans in San Antonio? 

3, Why do you think you have been successful or influen-
tial with Mexican-Americans in San Antonio? 

4, Are Mexican-Americans interested in politics or are 
they apathetic? 

5, How influential is "la raza" in the behavior of 
Mexican-Ameri cans ? 

6, How much of a problem for Mexican-American leaders is 
language ? 

7, Is Mexican-American political participation generally 
increasing or not? Why? 

8, How would you describe the political participation of 
Mexican-Americans over the past twenty years? 

9« I have been told that up until about 1948 or the 
early 1950's that Mexican-Araericans were fairly well 
told what to do by Anglo-Araerican politicians, Is 
that true? Why? 

10, How influential are Anglo-American politicians today? 

11, How influential are Anglo-Americans in rural south 
Texas? 

12, Does living in a city have any effect on the cultural 
relations between Anglo-Americans and Hexican-
Americans? How does this compare with south Texas? 

13, Are Mexican-Americans using political power to change 
their socio-economic conditions? 

14, Since socio-economic conditions are so bad in parts 
of west-side San Antonio, why have there been no 
riots as in other big cities? 

290 
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15, Why do not more Mexican-/imxericans join labor unions 
in order to raise their wages? 

16, Is there Mexican-American discrimination of other 
Mexi can-Americans ? 

17, What do you see as the differences between various 
Mexican-American groups such as LULAC, PASO, G. I. 
Forum, and La Raza Unida? Are there other grou-3S of 
importance? 

18, Why not have these groups ooin together rather than 
be separate? 

19, How would you describe the Democratic Party in Bexar 
County? the Republican Party in Bexar County? 

20, Are most Mexican-Americans Democrats or Republicans? 
Why? 

21, Why did John Tower do so well in Mexican-American 
precincts in 1966? 

22, What about Republicans; are they increasing in strength' 
Why? 

23, V/hat role do Mexican-ilmericans play in the Democratic 
and Republican Party organizations in Bexar county? 

24, Are there Mexican-Araerican precinct chairraen? How 
influential are they? 

25, Once in a while I hear charges of Mexican-Air.erican 
bloc voting. Is this true? Why? 

26, If Mexican-Americans bloc vote, is this democratic? 
What is the difference between bloc voting and manip-
ulated voting? 

27, I have been told that as the influence of Mexican-
Americans in Democratic Party politics has increased, 
Anglo-Americans have changed their party alignraent 
over to Republican. Is this true? Why? 

28, Do you think racial pre.iudice has anything to do with 
party realignment or is it a matter of political and 
economic issues? 
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29, 1*0 most Mexican-Americans vote for liberals or con-
servatives? 

30, How would you compare the liberal and conservative 
Democrats in San Antonio? 

31, Why do labor leaders, Negro, Mexican-American, and 
Anglo-American sjnnpathizers join together against 
conservative Democrats? 

32, V/hat do you see as the future of Mexican-Americans in 
San Antonio and Texas? 

^.. Á jC. 
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