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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The Need for Political 
Integration in Nigeria 

The controversy that characterized the creation of 

Nigeria in 1914 was manifested again in 1950 when the North

erners threatened to pull out of the Union. Similarly, the 

Southerners and Easterners attempted to pull out of the 

Union in 1953 and 1967, respectively. The dynamism which 

characterized the nationalists' struggle for Nigerian 

independence in the 1940s and 1950s dwindled or became non

existent shortly after the British indicated their willing

ness to grant independence to Nigeria. The skillfulness 

employed by the British in diverting the nationalists' 

attention from agitation against the British to agitation 

among fellow nationalists touched off a wave of ethnic 

struggle to determine who would get the largest amount of 

national power. 

Consequently, parties were formed on an ethnic basis to 

gain rulership of the country. The majority of those early 

nationalists were Southerners. Seeing the more populous 

North (which initially opposed and later reluctantly 

accepted the idea of independence) take the reins of power 



was a bitter pill for the Southerners to swallow. The 

Northerners feared Southern domination, because Southerners 

were more qualified educationally to man most of the skilled 

government positions. Hence they did everything within 

their power to retain their dominant position. The fears 

held by Nigerian elites had a spillover effect on the common 

man and helped to keep Nigeria a politically divided nation, 

a community where citizens would pride themselves on belong

ing to a particular tribe or ethnic group first, before con

sidering themselves Nigerians. 

A key weapon used by the early nationalists to push for 

independence was the print media. As William Hatchten puts 

it, "to study either nationalism or the press in British 

West Africa is to study the other" (1971, 144). In Nigeria 

the press history also serves as a history of Nigerian 

nationalism. 

All newspapers and magazines in operation prior to the 

attainment of Nigerian independence in 1960 were either pri

vately owned or owned by religious organizations. Since the 

attainment of independence, the major print and broadcast 

media are owned by either the regional or national govern

ments. Through these arrangements the national government 

can attempt to exercise control over the communication sys

tem, since most regional broadcasts depend on the NTA for 

the majority of their programming. 



Objectives/Hypotheses 

The central focus of this dissertation is on the poten

tial effectiveness of mass media as a means for Nigerian 

political integration. It is assumed by some that media can 

potentially be a force in forming a national identity among 

disparate cultures (Morrison and Stevenson, 1972, 902-927), 

particularly where media outlets are dominated by govern

ment. Implicit in the media/integration hypothesis is the 

idea that attitudes can be formed or modified such that 

individuals come to share values, develop a willingness to 

interact with groups other than their own, and exhibit an 

inclination to participate in governmental affairs. The 

particulars covered in this dissertation are as follows: 

1. A review of the history of the Nigerian state, high

lighting the role of ethnic conflict. 

2. A review of how three major concepts--integration, 

media and participation--are used in the development litera

ture and how they are interrelated. 

3. An analysis of survey data from Nigerian students 

testing the following hypotheses drawn from points 1 and 2 

above: 

(a) media consumption and participation could be 

positively or negatively related to feelings of integration; 

(b) media consumption could be positively or 

negatively related to participation; 



(c) media consumption could positively or negatively 

affect integration attitudes directly and independently from 

participation and indirectly through participation. 

The literature review in Chapter IV suggests that media 

effect can be positively related to some dimensions and 

negatively related to others at different points in time. 

The basic hypotheses are diagrammatically represented in 

Fiaure 1. 
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Figure 1. Mass Media and Political Integration: 
A Working Model 

4. The survey data analysis will highlight the role of 

ethnicity in all considerations. Ethnic group membership is 

a potentially confounding variable insofar as individuals 

from different tribal groups may be differentially inclined 

to absorb media or to participate or to develop feelings of 

national integration. Generally at the outset, however, the 



directional hypotheses listed in point three will be assumed 

to hold for all ethnicities or ethnic groups. 

Analytically, the student data will be treated in sev

eral ways. First, simple frequencies and contingency tables 

will be employed to reveal response distributions and the 

fundamental relationship between ethnicity and all other 

variables. Second, factor analysis will be used to derive 

comjnon underlying dimensions in media, participation, and 

integration. Third, as implied in the diagram on page five 

illustrating mass media use and political integration, mul

tiple regression will be applied in a simple path analysis 

to test the joint effects of media and participation on 

political integration. A discussion of these key concepts 

is appropriate at this time. 

Mass Media 

A key independent variable in this study is mass media. 

Jan Erik Nordlund (1978, 150-162), Figure 2, clearly shows 

in his media interaction model that human beings have a need 

for interaction, which sets up a socialization process or 

social psychological structure. That structure generates 

the need for media interaction. The need for media inter

action determines the level of mass media exposure and the 

relationship that might result from such interaction. The 

consequences of such media relations may be the acquisition 
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of knowledge and shared values, which may increase the level 

of participation and integration. 

Mass media use was measured by the (a) amount of in

formation or entertainment disseminated by the media the 

respondent is exposed to, (b) frequency of media exposure, 

(c) source of information of the respondent, (d) effects of 

media exposure on respondent's attitude, and (e) reasons for 

attending to a particular medium. 

Political Integration 

According to Morrison and Stevenson (1972, 902-927), 

there are basically four dimensions in defining political 

integration: horizontal, vertical, centralization and value. 

Horizontal integration is the degree to which communication 

facilities are available to members who hold similar roles 

within a geographic entity. The availability of communica

tion facilities can facilitate interaction between members 

who hold similar roles within a geographic entity. This 

assumption gets its credence from Deutsch's early work 

(1963) on communication and integration. Increased communi

cation between individuals is likely to reduce the chances 

for conflict and increase a sense of approval. Thus in-

group cohesion and out-group interaction become the bases 

for horizontal integration. Vertical integration is the 

degree to which different individuals in different strata in 

a political entity are linked together, or the concept of 
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elite-mass linkage. Centralization is the extent to which 

established institutions have the power to enforce their 

will on their citizens. Value integration is the degree of 

value congruence, which refers to consensus within the com

munity on basic communal values. While all dimensions are 

important, this dissertation focuses upon horizontal and 

value integration, and not all values are examined. Because 

ethnic division is so important, this research emphasizes 

the degree to which citizens of different groups are willing 

to interact with each other. 

Political integration was measured by the degree of our 

respondents' willingness to interact or be involved with 

members of ethnic or regional groups other than their own. 

Participation 

Participation is another independent variable in this 

study. In democratic societies, participation is important 

in assuring citizen control over political leaders and in 

drawing the masses to a sense of identification with the 

nation. There are several perspectives on the role of 

participation. Little (1976, 437) sees participation as 

psychologically satisfying and involving the mythology of 

being able to channel ideas from the bottom up. Another 

definition portrays participation as a coercive mechanism 

used to facilitate oppression and maintain the status quo. 

According to Sharlet (1969), such a concept emphasizes 



"mobilization" rather than participation. Beyond conven

tional forms of participation, developmental scholars are 

also concerned with nonconventional involvement in the forms 

of violence and civil disobedience. 

Studies conducted on participation in Nigeria (e.g.. 

Verba, et al., 1978, 103) show that political participation 

appears to be higher in urban areas than in rural areas. In 

urban areas, as was also explicated by Bienen (1985, 148-

149), elites usually organize around communal cleavages, not 

occupational ones. As Lemarchand (1972, 68-89) argued, eth

nicity and clientelism are intertwined and sometimes vaguely 

defined in discussing communal cleavages and patron/client 

relationships. In Nigeria, this concept becomes more signi

ficant in that the patron/client relationship revolves 

around ethnicity. This sort of relationship also determines 

the level of political participation. 

Participation was measured by (a) the degree of the 

respondent's involvement in voting for a political party in 

the defunct civilian regimes and (b) the extent of the 

respondent's involvement in campaign-related activities. 

The questionnaire used in this study appears in Appendix 

A; the selection criteria for the student sample appear in 

Appendix B. The questions asked reflect the traditional 

western democratic approach. These questions were asked 

because of the present political situation in Nigeria (a 
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military regime). Questions deal with participating in pre

vious elections and contributing money to political parties 

that are now defunct. 

Justification for Study 

The acceptance of any given theory in any discipline 

requires the continued testing and replication of given 

hypotheses. In the quest to develop a theory based on the 

effects of mass media in political integration, a number of 

studies have devoted their attention to mass media use and 

political knowledge as they are manifested in certain overt 

or covert behaviors (Atkin and Gantz, 1976, 231; Tan and 

Vaughan, 1976, 271; Chaffee, Ward and Tipton, 1970, 647-59; 

and Osaghae, 1981, 73-77). The common feature in all 

thesestudies is that they have been concentrated mostly in 

developed nations such as the United States and Britain. 

Similarly, social scientists such as Morrison and 

Stevenson, 1972; Karl Deutsch, 1953 and 1963; Coleman, 1963; 

Coleman and Roseberg, 1964; Binder, 1964; Ake, 1967; Weiner, 

1965 and 1971; and Wallerstein, 1971, appear to have either 

written generally on the theory of integration or national

ism or conducted studies in which the continent of Africa 

was looked into superficially. 

Also, Huntington (1968) and other social scientists have 

suggested that a nation, in order to be developed, requires 

the establishment of certain key institutions to manage 
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changes. However, they fail to stress the importance of 

legitimizing the institutions or developing symbols or myths 

that may act as welding blocks. As a result, these institu

tions are either riddled with corruption or become ineffec

tive and susceptible to military takeover. 

In Nigeria the media are important from several perspec

tives. The promulgation of Decree No. 4—the Public Offi

cer's Decree (Protection Against False Accusation)—has been 

seen in many quarters, especially among the media, as an 

attempt to gag the press (Agbabiaka, 1985, 489). For 

example. Decree No. 4 was promulgated in late 1984 but dated 

back to 29 March 1984, so that certain journalists could be 

arrested for the publications they made; if they refused to 

disclose their sources to the Federal Military government, 

they would be tried and convicted under the new decree. 

The media, of course, are of the opinion that under 

Decree No. 4 the business of journalism has become exceed

ingly hazardous and the government has deprived itself of 

the very means by which it can test the effectiveness, not 

to mention the soundness and popularity, of its programs and 

policies. Under General Babangida, Decree No. 4 has been 

abolished. 

This study is therefore an attempt to determine if there 

is any relationship between mass media use and political 

integration by redirecting attention to a developing nation 
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where (a) about 95% of the mass media of communication is 

owned by the government or a political party; (b) there are 

very sharp differences of opinion between the numerous 

diverse ethnic groupings; and (c) the policy-makers believe 

strongly that education is a major factor in national devel

opment . 

A review of Nigerian history and the ethnic differences 

that have shaped the way.politics is played in Nigeria is 

the topic of the next two chapters. This detailed discus

sion serves two functions. First, it is intended to famil

iarize the reader with problems of integration or malinte-

gration in Nigeria. Second, the historical account forms a 

good foundation which facilitates an understanding of the 

analyses presented in later chapters. 



CHAPTER II 

THE NIGERIAN STRUCTURE AND POLITICS: 

THE FIRST REPUBLIC 

In this chapter the structure of Nigeria and how it and 

ethnic politics have fostered malintegration are discussed 

in detail. As a nation and geographic entity, what is now 

known as Nigeria occupies 924,522 square kilometers or 

367,000 square miles of West Africa. It is the largest 

country in black Africa with an estimated 97 million persons 

(1986 World Development Report, 180). It is larger than the 

Federal Republic of Germany, France, or the United Kingdom. 

It is bounded to the West by the Republic of Benin, to the 

North and Northeast by Niger and Chad respectively, and the 

East by Cameroon. Nigeria is about 20 degrees above the 

equator. Although its climate is tropical throughout, it 

has a range of geographical features that has contributed to 

the heterogeneity of its people. The country is divided 

into two distinct zones--savanna and rain forest; in 

addition, to the far south there is the mangrove swamp, 

especially in the delta of the river Niger (from which the 

country derives its name), and in the eastern part of the 

country, there are highlands of 1,200 meters or more in 

13 
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height. Thus Nigeria, with one-fifth of the population of 

Africa, occupies only 3% of the continent's land mass 

(Herskovits, 1982, 8-9. See Figure 3). 

Figure 3. Geographic Location of Nigeria in Africa 

In Nigeria there are about 395 different"languages. 

These are not dialects but mutually unintelligible or in

comprehensible languages—one quarter of all those spoken on 
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the African continent (Ajayi, 1961, 166). Most of these 

languages come from four language groups—Hausa-Fulani, Ibo, 

Yoruba, and Edos. However, six other groups—the Tiv, 

Efiks, Munchins, Kanuris, Ibibios, and I jaws—are also 

represented. (See Figure 4.) 

^^ i^'^rTB a/«J tMkrr 

Figure 4. Nigeria's Main Ethnic Groups 

Even before the 16th century, some groups of these 

tribes developed trade routes and elaborate political 

systems--states, confederations and even empires. As far 
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back as 900 B.C. there was iron smelting in the Niger and 

Benue river areas; to the South, in Igbo-Ukwu; West (Ife); 

and Southwest (Benin) in the 9th, 12th and 13th centuries, 

respectively (Ajayi, 1961, 196 and Herskovits, 1982, 9). 

While trade existed between these varying tribes before 

the advent of the British, these tribes had developed cer

tain institutions ranging from feudalism in the north, to 

monarchies in the West and Southwest. The people of the 

East, who are generally referred to as "individualistic" or 

semi-democratic, had well established governments. However, 

the coming of the British, the amalgamation of the South and 

the North, and the introduction of the indirect rule system 

in the North, coupled with the educational disparity that 

existed between the South and the North, solidified the eth

nic differences and ethnic conflict. 

Nigerian Politics 

It was these ethnic differences that were reflected in 

the way Nigerian political and traditional leaders were to 

organize the governing of Nigeria. Prior to the formation 

of the ethnically-based political parties, in 194-5, the 

major political voices were not those of traditional rulers 

yearning for power, but those of Western-educated Nigerians 

who had studied in Britain or the United States. Addition

ally, they were all from the southern part of Niceria, 
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either from the Yoruba tribe in the West, or the Ibos from 

the Southeast (Schwarz, Jr., 1965, 71). 

Until the constitutional conference called for by 

Governor John MacPherson, political activities had been con

centrated in the South. Southerners had tended to' take the 

Northerners for granted as "backward children" who would 

follow their lead once the British had granted Nigeria in

dependence. However, to the Northerners, the Southerners 

appeared to be a "nuisance," a greater threat than the 

British—understandably so, since the policy of the British 

in the North was simply "indirect" rule. During this time, 

however. Southerners had moved to the North in quest of 

jobs. As late as 1953, Southerners held about 82% of the 

clerical service jobs in the North (Schwarz, Jr., 1965, 71). 

This frightening situation led a Hausa-based newspaper 

Gaskiya Ta Fi Kwabo ("Truth is worth more than a penny") to 

remark that 

Southerners will take the place of Europeans in the 
North. What is there to stop them? . . . There are 
Europeans but, undoubtedly, it is the Southerner 
who has the power in the North. (Schwarz, Jr., 
1965, 72) 

This fear led to the Northern unwillingness to allow the 

British to grant Nigeria independence. The Northerners 

became a conservative force, doubting the feasibility of 

Nigeria becoming a unified nation. Even a motion made by 

Azikiwe in the legislative council debate of March 4, 1948, 

calling for a united Nigeria drew this reply from Abubakar 
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Tafawa Balewa (later the Prime Minister of Nigeria from 1960 

to 1966) that m̂ any Nigerians 

. . . deceive themselves by thinking that Nigeria 
is one. This is wrong. I am sorry to say that 
this presence of unity is artificial and it ends 
outside this chamber. . . . The Southern tribes 
who are now pouring into the North in ever in
creasing numbers . . . do not mix with the North
ern people in social matters, and we in the North 
look upon them as invaders. (Schwarz, Jr., 1965, 
73) 

Although the constitutional committee's aim to keep 

Nigeria unified was achieved in the conference held at 

Ibadan in 1950, it was riddled with several sharp regional 

or ethnic differences. The report of the drafting committee 

on the Constitution in Lagos in 1950 had recommended that 

In a country of the size of Nigeria with its diver
sities of history, race, tradition and religion, 
real unity will not . . . be achieved by attempting 
to concentrate all power at the center but rather 
by further decentralization of authority to the 
regions. (Schwarz, Jr., 1965, 73) 

In other words, the committee recommended a "federal" 

system of government with three regions—the North, East, 

and West. The East opposed this proposal on the grounds of 

shared powers, while the West agreed since such arrangements 

were in line with what Awolowo advocated in his "Path to 

Nigerian Freedom": since Nigeria was not a nation but a 

mere geographical expression, each separate ethnic group 

should be divided: 

On top of all this, the country is made up of a 
large number of small, unintegrated tribal and 
clannish units, who live in political isolation 
from one anotner. The Yoruba, for instance, belonq 
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to the same racial stock. But they are divided 
into a number of tribes and clans, each of which 
claims and strives to be independent of the others 
(Awolowo, 1947, 47) 

Other issues on which the Northerners and Southerners 

conflicted included 

(a) The constituents of the Central House of 
Representatives. The North had requested for at 
least half of the seats in the House, while the 
South suggested that the North get only 4 5 seats 
while the East and West get 33 each. The North 
finally got half the seats. 

(b) The revenue sharing method. The North 
recommended that revenue be shared on a per capita 
basis, thereby giving it more than half of 
the total revenue. The South objected. The Com
mission then recommended that on balance, revenue 
sharing should depend on the number of adult male 
taxpayers within each region and a grant of 2 mil
lion pounds given to the North as a compensation 
for past deficiencies. (Schwarz, Jr., 1965, 73) 

(c) Boundaries. The boundaries were to be 
redrawn as advocated by the West, but the North 
objected and the issue was eventually left for the 
Governor General to decide. The boundaries were 
later not redrawn. 

(d) Composition of the Northern House of 
Assembly. It was proposed that only Northern 
Nigerians be elected into the Northern House of 
Assembly to the exclusion of all other Nigerians 
no matter how long they have lived in the North. 
This proposal the Easterners rejected. 

(e) The role of the chiefs and emirs--the 
symbol of continued ethnic separation as well as 
of the traditional order. The Easterners took a 
radical role, recommending a very lim̂ ited role to 
no role whatsoever, but the Northerners took a 
more conservative role, advocating a prescribed 
role for the traditional rulers. The radicalism 
displayed by the Easterners over the role of the 
traditional rulers can be epitomized in the 
speeches of these two Eastern representatives--Eyo 
Ita and Mbonu Ojike: "Today we are out to abolish 
feudalism, not to reform it. We must leave the 
archaic in limbo where they belong and the people 
who carry unbrellas for their majesties are peo
ple. Enfranchise them." (Schwarz, Jr., 1965, 76) 
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This bitter c nflict which existed between the North and 

the South led to he formation of ethnically-based political 

parties to vie fo the rulership of the country and to dic

tate the course o its future. 

Fo mation of Political Parties: 
The First Republic 

Necessity of ourse, is the mother of invention and the 

Nigerian politica parties are no exception. Nigerian pol

itical parties ar se out of either frustration with the 

action of the Crc n Colony or ethnic differences arising out 

of the quest for eadership. During World War II Nigerians 

first demonstrate the necessity for the development of an 

independent Niger a. The vast majority of Western-educated 

Nigerians in the > arly days were Yorubas who lived in Lagos 

and a few other Y< ruba cities. Some of them came from, fam

ilies who had bee; exposed to Western education for many 

years (Johnson, 1' 21, 25). Lagos was also a center for 

"native foreigner ," Africans, often freed slaves, who had 

come to Nigeria f Dm, among other places, Serra Leone, 

Liberia, Brazil, > nd the United States. According to Ajayi 

(1961, 196-209), I any had ancestors who had been carried off 

from Nigeria by s avers; consequently, most of their roots 

into their tribal rulture had been bent, if not broken. 

While earlier pol lical activities were concentrated in 
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Lagos, those involved thought in terms of a broader commun

ity. As Ajayi puts it. 

At the end of the 19th century, the driving force 
of nationalism in Nigeria was not loyalty to 
Nigeria as such, but racial consciousness as 
Africans. (Ajayi, 1961, 210) 

This existence of African nationalismi as opposed to 

Nigerian nationalism reflected the artificiality that has 

continuously plagued Nigeria. Similarly, Nigerian nation

alism was plagued by the fact that those who were involved 

then in politics were "native foreigners" and Westernized 

Yorubas who had far more in common with the coastal Western 

educated elites in other colonies than with the masses in 

Nigeria's own interior. Added to this complicated picture 

is the involvement in African nationalism of some American 

and West Indian Negroes such as W. E. B. DuBois, a pioneer 

of Pan-Africanism, and Marcus Garvey, a leader of the "Back 

to Africa Movement" and popularizer of the slogan "Africa 

for the Africans" (Ajayi, 1961, 150). These men, for exam.-

ple, had no ties with a particular tribe or country, though 

they did feel a community of interest as members of a race. 

Racial nationalism, however, v/as counterbalanced by 

tribal nationalism. The educated Nigerians, for example, 

did not turn their attention to all of Africa; they rather 

tended to turn their attention to their own tribes. Thus 

according to Hodgkins (1960, 24), Akiga, a Tiv, told his 
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brothers of the new generation that can read: 

. . . read his book and tell others, who cannot, of 
the things of our ancestors. And, do you, however 
great your knowledge may be, remember that you are 
a Tiv, remain a Tiv, and the things of Tiv; for 
there-in lies your pride. 

To reiterate, the Second World War was a great motivator 

for the African nationalists and those who advocated Niger

ian nationalism. During the war, Nigeria became a stopping 

place for over 100,000 white troops on their way to the 

Middle East and India; some of them spread radical political 

ideas; others, aggravated by racial tensions, showed that 

the average white man was less exceptional than the select 

colonial administrator (Morel, 1968, 187). Also, Morel 

(1968, 188) feels that the Italian invasion of Ethiopia 

brought forth both a sense of African nationalism and anti-

European feeling among some Nigerians. 

However, the wartime idealization of freedom and demo

cracy by Britain and her allies and specific pledges like 

that of the Atlantic Charter supporting "the right of all 

peoples to choose the form of government under which they 

will live" were taken by Nigerians as applicable to them

selves as well as to Europeans under the yoke of Hitler 

(Schwarz, Jr., 1965, 57). In this view, they were probably 

influenced by Americans of the stature of President Roose

velt and Wendell Wilkie, but not Winston Churchill who 

thought "all peoples" did not include colonial peoples. 
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More than 100,000 Nigerian troops served during World 

War II, about 30,000 serving outside the country in India, 

Burma, East Africa, and the Middle East*. On their return, 

the ex-servicemen became members of the nationalist miove-

ments and wage-earning Nigerians who had left their tribal 

homelands (Morel, 1968, 188 and Schwarz, Jr., 1965, 57-58). 

Also important in the development of nationalistic ideas 

of consciousness was the incessant unrest in the Carribbean 

colonies. Also, the Indian struggle for independence con

tinued unabated through the wars, and shortly after was 

successful (Coleman, 1963, 251). Each of these movements 

greatly inspired many Nigerians. These incidents of unrest 

led to a Royal Investigative Commission, whose recommenda

tion led to the enactment of the Development and Welfare 

Acts of 1940 and 1945 (Schwarz, Jr., 1965, 58). Through 

these Acts, the Imperial Government put new emphasis upon 

the economic and social development of the colonies in order 

to prevent similar unrest in such places as Nigeria. 

However, as a result of the Indian success, Nigerians' 

quest for independence was unstoppable by the British, as 

more Nigerians desired change. Nationalism spawned from the 

number of generations under colonialism, as highly attested 

to by Awolowo: 

Our grandfathers, with unbounded gratitude, adorea 
the British who emanicipated them from slavery and 
saved them from the "horrors" of tribal wars. Our 
im.mediate fathers simply toed the line. We of 
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today are critical, unappreciative, and do not 
feel we owe any debt of gratitude to the British. 
The younger elements in our group are extremely 
cynical and cannot understand why Britain is in 
Nigeria. (Awolowo, 1947, 8) 

As one can see, the nationalist leaders to this point 

were Southerners who had gone abroad for study and returned 

as either lawyers, teachers, journalists, doctors, business

men, or, of course, agitators. The majority of these Niger

ians went to Britain, a handful went to America, and many 

returned militiant. Included among these Southerners were 

Nnamdi Azikiwe, Obafemi Awolowo, and Anthony Enahoro. How

ever, Azikwe (popularly known as Zik) was the most dynamic 

of them all. 

Having returned to Nigeria from America in 1934, Zik 

applied to teach in several Nigerian institutions and insti

tutions in other West African countries, but was denied on 

the grounds that American education was inferior to that of 

Great Britain. Frustrated with this state of affairs, he 

became the most exciting, sensational, and militant news

paper editor that West Africa had ever seen (Coleman, 1963, 

261). In Ghana, he edited the Accra African Morning Post 

from 1934 until he was convicted of sedition (a charge later 

reversed) in 1937. He later returned to Nigeria to form the 

West African Pilot, whose motto was "show the light and the 

people will find the way" (Coleman, 1963, 264). This news

paper was published in Lagos, but distributed nationally--
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featuring the common man, the problems of the provinces, and 

Lagos and its elites. Branches were established in Ibadan, 

Onitsha, Port Harcourt, and Kano, and the newspaper was a 

crucial factor in the spread of nationalism and race cons

ciousness. The newspaper queried why should educated Niger

ians become second-class citizens in their own country? 

Although Zik's earlier writings reflected a larger community 

than Nigeria, he soon became caught up in Nigerian affairs 

as Nigeria began to emerge as a nation, to the extent that 

he was sometimes charged as a tribalist rather nationalist. 

This charge will be discussed later in the split between Zik 

and Awolowo. 

The Era of the Inevitable: National 
Council of Nigeria and the Cameroons 

The first Nigerian national party grew out of students' 

dissatisfaction, upon which Zik and others built (Ajayi, 

1961, 201). In the spring of 1944, students at Kings Col

lege, Lagos, struck in protest against the use of their 

dormitories by soldiers; seventy-five were expelled, and 

eight were drafted into the army (Ajayi, 1961, 201). The 

Nigerian Union of Students, frustrated by the lack of a 

national or central organization to coordinate the political 

activities of the groups, called a meeting at Glover Hall in 

Lagos. At the meeting, on August 26, 1944, the Nigerian 

National Council (which later changed its name to the 
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National Council of Nigeria and the Cameroons [NCNC]) was 

formed (Ajayi, 1961, 204 and Schwarz, Jr., 1965, 61). 

Herbert Macaulay was elected its first president and Azikiwe 

its General Secretary. The ideology of the group was based 

on the belief that Nigeria is "rightfully entitled to liber

ty and prosperous life" and they resolved "to work in unity 

for the realization of our ultimate goal of self-government 

within the British Empire" (Schwarz, Jr., 1965, 61). 

This party stressed organizational goals, rather than 

individualistic goals. It incorporated several existing 

quasi-political parties, literary societies, social clubs, 

professional organizations, and tribal groups. However, one 

of the largest labor unions--the Nigerian Union of Teachers 

—and the most militant political group then--the Nigerian 

Youth Movement (NYM)—declined membership (Ajayi, 1961, 

206) . 

The Nigerian National Democratic Party 

Suffice it to say that before the NCNC was formed in 

1944, there existed the Nigerian National Democratic Party, 

led by Herbert Macaulay. This party, founded in 1936, per

formed its activities in Lagos. Although it aimed at the 

unification of Nigeria's tribes, it had branches in the pro

vinces (Ajayi, 1961, 207). At the same time, the NYM was 

founded. In 1938, the NYM charged the NNDP with being dom

inated by "native foreigners." The NNDP, whose function was 
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to elect members to the legislative council, developed prob

lems as a result of the incessant challenges from the NYM. 

However, in 1941, the NYM permanently split and tribalism 

came to the fore of Nigerian politics as the problem between 

Ernest Ikoli and Samuel Akinsanya, in their contest to fill 

a vacant post in the legislative council, was decided on 

tribal grounds (Ajayi, 1961, 207). Zik, who was aLso a mem

ber of the NYM, resigned in 1939 principally on business 

grounds, although it was later alleged that his reason for 

leaving was that the NYM was supporting or subsidizing the 

Daily Service newspaper (whose editor, Ernost Ikoli, was an 

Ijaw) against Zik's newspaper, the West African Pilot 

(Morel, 1968, 169). The Lagos-based politics were riddled 

by tribal politics as the NYM became virtually Yoruba based. 

Akinsanya, being an Ijebu-Yoruba and never agreeing with 

other Yorubas, split the NYM permanently. However, the 

underlying tribal tension was overshadowed by the surge of 

nationalistic feeling against the British, highlighted by a 

general strike in the summer of 1945. Nigerian nongovern

mental workers requested an increase in pay following the 

wartime increase in the cost of living. About 30,000 

workers in 17 unions took part (Ajayi, 1961, 209). Although 

they succeeded in getting the pay increase, during the 

strike period Zik sought national power, as he used his 

newspaper to spread nationalistic feelings wider than ever 
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before. As a matter of fact, some people believe that it 

was during this time that he set Nigeria on the path to 

freedom. Shortly after, the government shut down his news

paper on the grounds that he misrepresented the facts about 

the strike. As actions mounted, Zik declared that the gov

ernment was planning his assassination. He declared that he 

was willing to give his life for the redemption of Africa, 

although he later fled to Onitsha for safety (Ajayi, 1961, 

212). 

The Richards Constitution 

Shortly before the general strike, the new Governor of 

Nigeria, Sir Arthur Richards, suddenly presented a new 

constitution to the country. Although the new constitution 

was in some ways an advance and a response to the changes in 

Nigerian and British opinion that had taken place during the 

Second World War, it fell short of actually accomplishing 

the dream of Nigerian nationalists. It included among other 

things the following provisions: 

(a) Northerners were to become members of the 
Legislative Council for the first time. 

(b) Persons known as "unofficials" other than 
colonial administrators were to be in a majority 
in the only national legislative body—the Legis
lative Council. 

(c) Regional houses of assembly were created. 
(d) Native authorities, the tribal instru

ments of indirect rule, were given the crucial 
role of selecting members into the regional houses 
of assembly. 
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(e) The Legislative and regional houses of 
assembly were merely forums for discussion—as 
Nigerians were not added to the executive branch 
where decisions were make. (Ezera, 1960, 210) 

As would be expected, most politically aware Nigerians— 

especially those from the South—resented the Richards 

Constitution. Their bone of contention was the so-called 

"obnoxious ordinances": 

(a) The mineral ordinance—vested in "the 
Crown" control of all Nigeria's minerals and 
rivers. 

(b) "Crown lands"—all land acquired for 
public purposes. (Ezera, 1960, 211) 

The troubling phraseology of the constitution, in which 

references were made to "the Crown," left many Nigerians 

confused. Nationalists interpreted that phrase to mean 

that the British were bent on the exploitation of Nigeria, 

since it appeared that a distant monarch was reaping the 

benefits of Nigerian resources, whereas the constitution 

when using the word "Crown" was actually referring to the 

Nigerian government in Lagos. The point remained, however, 

that one could not divorce the colonial government in Lagos 

from the British government in London. However, such lead

ers as Awolowo were willing to give it a try, but Zik and 

other leaders of the NCNC mounted a nationwide campaign 

denouncing the constitution. 

Delegation to London 

As Nigerians began to feel that they had been deprived 

by the Richards Constitution of their right to manage their 
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own affairs, tension began to rise. The NCNC led by 

Herbert Macaulay and Zik toured the country to sell their 

disapproval to the Nigerian people. Their tour was both 

financially and ideologically successful. Although 

Macaulay died during that tour (and was succeeded by Zik), 

the money collected was used to send a delegation to London 

to protest the Richards Constitution (Ezera-, 1960, 212). 

Although not much was achieved in terms of changing the 

contents of the constitution, that delegation represented a 

high point in Nigerian nationalism. It included represent

atives from a broad spectrum of Nigeria's peoples, includ

ing a Northerner, Bukar Dipchariman, a Kanuri. Reports 

show that on its return, the delegation was greeted by a 

Lagos crowd of about 100,000 people shouting "NCNC: Free

dom or Death" (Ezera, 1960, 228). 

"Zikism" or the Zikist Movement 

Because the delegation to London to protest the 

Richards Constitution produced unfavorable results, young 

militant Nigerians were no longer satisfied with mere pro

tests and petitions. The Nigerian youths who were members 

of the NCNC formed a militant group known as the Zikist 

Movement (named after the now-president of the NCNC, Nnamdi 

Azikiwe) out of frustration due largely to the inability of 

their continued protests and petitions to yield results. 

m^Sk 
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Under the leadership of Mallam H.R. Abdallah, they chanted 

that 

We have passed the age of petition. . . . This is 
the age of action—plain, blunt and positive 
action. If we tell the Governor to come down, he 
will not; we must drag him down and take over. 
(Coleman, 1963, 298) 

In 1948, growing impatient with the NCNC, the Zikist 

Movement stepped up the call for a revolution. Without 

Zik's knowledge, movement members arranged to implicate Zik 

so that he might be jailed and hoped this would strike up a 

revolution. The government instead arrested the ringlead

ers of the Zikist Movement and for a time their militancy 

was curtailed. However, in 1949, 21 coal miners were shot 

and killed by policemen under the order of a senior police 

officer (Coleman, 1963, 298). This incident reawakened the 

Zikist Movement. In four Eastern towns Zikist leaders 

stirred up riots and the people assaulted Europeans and 

looted European-owned stores and damaged government 

property (Coleman, 1963, 298). The constant harrassment 

and rioting led the government to declare the Zikist 

Movement illegal. 

As tension mounted between the nationalists and the 

colonial government, the power of the Zikist Movement 

declined because of 

(a) Vigilance on the part of the Colonial 
government 

(b) Azikiwe's unwillingness to give full 
support to the Zikist Movement 

(c) Zik's belief that the British had 
decided to set Nigeria free anyway without any 
bloodshed 
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(d) Skillful British concessions that 
changed Nigerian politics from whether the 
British would go or even when they would go to 
who would succeed them. (Mellanby, 1958, 17) 

Most Nigerians agreed that the British should go, 

although they were divided as to when. The major problem 

created by this nationalistic drive was the debate over who 

would inherit British power. 

Trouble in the South 

Because the British made concessions in 1948, many na

tionalists were immobilized from politics by being appoint

ed to Senior Civil Service positions. Also, constitutional 

discussions that led to the General Conference of 1950 

directed attention toward the roles various Nigerian groups 

would play in the nation that was being formed. 

It was this context that eventually led to the creation 

of separate southern cultural and political factions. The 

Yorubas--who are dominant in the Western Region--were the 

established leaders. They had been exposed to Western 

education at a much earlier date than any other group of 

Nigerians. They were also the wealthiest, as the main 

Nigerian cash crops then came from the West--cocoa, rubber, 

and timber, which were sold and shipped to London. Also, 

cities such as Lagos, Ibadan, and Abeokuta were important 

missionary, intellectual, and political centers. The Ibos, 

dom.inant in the Eastern Region, were energetic, land-hunary 



33 

newcomers who out of sheer poverty and lack of sufficient 

land to till were always willing to move out of their small 

village communities. As the Ibos moved to varying cities 

outside their localities, they formed village improvement 

unions to provide scholarships to their sons and daughters. 

By 1930, the educational gap between the Yorubas and the 

Ibos had been so drastically reduced that there were now 

more Ibos than Yorubas at most of the important Nigerian 

schools (Awolowo, 1947, 25). 

Besides education, the conflict between the Yorubas and 

the Ibos came principally from two areas, viz: 

(a) the sporadic spread of the Ibos into all 
parts of Nigeria because of the crowded condition 
in the East and their desire to leave home to 
advance themselves. For example, in Lagos there 
were 264 Ibos in 1911, but by 1951 they had in
creased to 26,000. 

(b) generally the Ibos tended to be more 
militantly nationalistic than the Yorubas--with 
some exceptions, however. As a result, the Ibos 
challenged the economic and political interests 
of the established Yorubas. (Awolowo, 1947, 29) 

In 1936, the return from England of Francis Ibiam (the 

first Ibo doctor and later governor of the Eastern Region) 

and the formation of several Ibo Unions, which later came 

under the umbrella of the Ibo Federal Union in Lagos, in

creased the tension between Ibos and Yorubas. This umbrel

la union (which fostered the educational activities of the 

Ibos) became a chief supporter of the NCNC (Awolowo, 1947, 

32) . 
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As a counter to the Ibo Federal Union, a Yoruba organ

ization was formed in 1948: the Egbe Omo Oduduwa (society 

of the sons of Oduduwa—the legendary Yoruba tribal ances

tor) . This organization, which was initially founded by 

Obafemi Awolowo in London in 1945, was only reactivated in 

1948 to counter the Ibo Union. Its main objectives were 

(a) the need for a Yoruba land. Awolowo's 
thinking was to unite the Yoruba people and to 
create and actively foster the idea of a single 
nationalism throughout Yoruba land 

(b) to accelerate the emergence of a virile, 
modernized and efficient Yoruba state with its 
own individuality in the federal state of Nigeria 

(c) to promote the study of Yoruba language, 
culture, and history 

(d) to encourage other ethnic groups to do 
the same, but cooperate with them so as to attain 
unity in the federation. (Awolowo, 1947, 48-50) 

The objectives of the Egbe were basically those of 

Awolowo, who had advocated separate nations based on ethnic 

differences. While a majority of the Egbe members bought 

these objectives, the radical members continuously mounted 

inflammatory slogans at the Ibo Union and its members as 

they referred to Zik as an "Arch Devil," promising that the 

"big tomorrow" for the Yorubas was coming when they would 

"hold their own among the other tribes of Nigeria" (Coleman, 

1963, 346). 

In the middle of 1948, as Coleman (1963, 347) posits, 

tension had increased between the Yorubas and the Ibos to 

the extent that violent confrontations were almost inevit

able. All through this period, the Yorubas and the Ibos 
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still formed the bulk of the NCNC. But the straw that broke 

the camel's back was the conversion of the Ibo Federal Union 

into the Ibo State Union, which became explicitly a politi

cal body rather than a cultural entity. Zik became the 

president and all attacks by the Yorubas on Zik were consid

ered attacks on the Union or nation as epitomized here: "If 

a hen is killed, the chickens would be exposed to danger" 

(Coleman, 1963, 347). 

At the first meeting of the newly created Ibo State 

Union, the president (Zik) made a statement in which he 

linked the destiny of Africa to the hands of the Ibos; this 

statement was construed as an insult to the other tribes, 

and Zik was branded a tribalist. Specifically, Zik said 

that "The God of Africa has specifically created the Ibo 

nation to lead the children of Africa from the bondage of 

the ages," and as a result, they must not shirk their 

responsibility (Coleman, 1963, 348). 

In midst of these tensions, Awolowo emerged as the 

champion of Yoruba nationalism. Having started life as a 

struggling young man, Awolowo left for Britain, where he got 

his education. It was while in Britain that he became in

volved in politics and conceptualized his separate nations 

proposal in a federation called Nigeria. It was that driv

ing force that brought him to the limelight on his return 

from England. The split between the Ibos and the Yorubas 
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further exacerbated the separation between the Western and 

Eastern Regions. It was this separation and the.continued 

conflict that led to Awolowo's formation of the Action Group 

Party in 1951 to fight or challenge the NCNC. Awolowo be

came the leader and included many leading Yoruba businessmen 

and traditional Yoruba leaders. According to Schwarz, Jr., 

the Action Group was different from the NCNC because 

(a) Membership was individual as opposed to 
the NCNC, which was organizational. 

(b) Discipline was very tight and was to be 
homogeneous initially. 

(c) It attracted a large portion of the in
tellectual community in the Western Region. 

(d) It was organized as a regional party, 
while the NCNC was national in scope. (Schwarz, 
Jr., 1965, 67) 

As things developed, the NCNC became closely tied with 

the Eastern Region; Azikiwe (whose political base had been 

in Lagos) lost his chance as a result of the 1951 constitu

tional changes, which gave the Western Region legislative 

powers to pick representatives from Lagos to the national 

assembly from several men nominated by Lagosians (Schwarz, 

Jr., 1965, 68). Zik then left for the Eastern Region and 

became the Premier of Eastern Nigeria. On the other hand, 

Awolowo became the Premier of Western Nigeria, with neither 

holding a national office. 

The North Versus the South 

Just as internal conflict was plaguing the Southerners, 

the Northerners were also conflicting with the Southerners 
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(especially the Ibos). The educational gap that existed 

between the Yorubas and the Ibos was greatly reduced by the 

late 1930s. The most important jobs that the Yorubas had, 

or had to contest for, were now being held by the Ibos. 

This situation was of course worsened in the North largely 

because of the Colonial government's indirect rule, in which 

the day-to-day activities of government were left in the 

hands of the emirs (traditional rulers), and the ultimate 

but deliberate prevention of the sons and daughters of these 

folks from acquiring formal education. This educational 

disparity, coupled with the Ibos' density of population and 

the frustration arising from inadequate farmland (which 

fostered their migration), helped ignite the fuel that even

tually caused dissatisfaction among the Northerners. 

While the Southerners agitated nationalism in the early 

thirties, early stirrings of nationalism among indigenous 

Northerners came in Bauchi in 1943. Such Northerners as 

Saad Zungur, Aminu Kano, Abubaka Tafawa Balewa (later Prime 

Minister), founded the Bauchi General Improvement Union. 

(Ajayi, 1961, 207). Because the Emir of Bauchi did not like 

this improvement Union, it later disbanded. Abubaka T. 

Balewa and Aminu Kano had been sent to Britain by the Colo

nial government and on their return, formed the Northern 

Teachers Association (Ajayi, 1961, 207). 
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The Northern Peoples Congress 

Dr. R. A. B. Dikko, a Fulani and the first Northerner to 

go abroad for a University degree, organized the Northern 

Peoples Congress in 1949 (Ajayi, 1961, 219). The Congress 

was not designed as a political party; rather, it was to be 

a Northern cultural association. Members of the association 

(as in the South) included educated Northerners, such as 

Aminu Kano, Abubaka T. Balewa, Yahaya Gusau, and Aliyu Mai 

Bornu (Ajayi, 1961, 219 and also Awolowo, 1947, 139). 

At its inaugural meeting, the N.P.C. was careful to 

avoid the same fate that befell the Bauchi General Improve

ment Union, by being cautious about the functions of the 

Congress as these statements indicate: 

The purpose of the Congress is not to usurp the 
authority of our natural rulers; instead, our ar
dent desire is to enhance these rulers ' authority 
and to help them in the proper discharge of their 
duties and in enlightening the peasants. (Sklar, 
1963, 518) 

In August, 1950, the more radical members of the N.P.C. 

formed the first Northern political party under the leader

ship of Aminu Kano (Sklar, 1963, 520). The party, the 

Northern Element Progressive Union (NEPU), began with great 

success in the five stage election held in 1951. This suc

cess frightened the members of the conservative NPC, which 

later converted the NPC into a political party to contest 

the NEPU. Substantial advantage was given to the conserva

tive elements by the electoral rules, in that each native 
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authority, then often the emir acting alone, was permitted 

to appoint 10% of the membership of the final electoral col

lege in its area; consequently, not a single NEPU candidate 

was elected in the final stages. Although the NPC and NEPU 

were both Northern parties, NEPU finally allied itself with 

the NCNC of the South because of the usurpation of power and 

the discrimination displayed by the NPC. For example, the 

NPC later became wholely dominated by the Fulanis. In 1958 

about 32.4% of the party's National Executives were Fulanis, 

though the Fulanis make up only 18% of the regional popula

tion. Also, 69% of the National Executives had been native 

authority functionaries, and in the 1959 election 135 of the 

NPC's 161 candidates were associated with the native author

ity system (Post, 1963, 273). 

The disenchantment between the NPC and NEPU was similar 

to what took place in the South, where there was also dis

enchantment between the NCNC and the A.G. However, the 

North's political split was basically a "class struggle," 

while in the South it was economic and tribal. While the 

A.G. decided to contest for power within its region, NEPU 

formed an alliance with the NCNC (a Southern party). 

Secession: The North or the South? 

On 31 March 1953, Chief Anthony Enahoro, from the Edo 

speaking tribe of Ishan in the Western Region (later Mid 

West—now Bendel state) and a member of the Action Group 
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Party, moved that "this House accept as a primary political 

objective the attainment of self-government for Nigeria in 

1956" (Coleman, 1963, 258). That resolution moved by 

Enahoro plunged Nigeria into crisis. It nearly led to the 

secession of the North, as bloody tribal rioting began in 

that region. 

Countering Enahoro's motion was that of the Sardauna of 

Sokoto, speaking on behalf of the NPC, that rather than fix

ing an exact date, we should substitute "as soon as practic

able" for "in 1956" (Coleman, 1963, 259). The North, he 

said "does not intend to accept the invitation to commit 

suicide" (Coleman, 1963, 259). So with the North not will

ing to commit itself and the Southerners struggling with 

each other as to who would be more nationalistic, the debat

ing arena became a fierce battleground. The Southerners in 

the conference were willing to accept the proposed date, but 

the Northerners held fast to their guns. The Northerners 

ostensibly gave two reasons for their unwillingness to ac

cept a definite date: 

(a) no commitment without consultation with 
the people. Ostensible because the Northern rulers 
were autocratic feudal and conservative rulers who 
consulted no masses before making decisions and 

(b) the Southern domination that had always 
shaped their political thinking. They were con
vinced that getting independence now will virtually 
leave them with nothing as the Sardauna of Sokoto 
exclaimed "but beyond a little window dressing." 
(Ahmadu Bello, 1962, 131) 
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As the Northerners walked out of the Conference, they 

were met with abuse and boos from the Lagos crowd. South

erners such as Bode Thomas and Samuel Akintola, both Action 

Group members and former ministers, remarked that 

We refuse to associate ourselves with Africans who 
have not got the guts to speak their minds. . . [We 
are] not appointed as Imperialist Ministers to do 
the will of the Imperialist agents in Nigeria. 
(Coleman, 1963, 399) 

But the Sardauna of Sokoto replied by saying that "the mis

take of 1914 has come to the light and I should like to go 

no further" (Ahmadu Bello, 1962, 131). 

After the Northerners left Lagos, the NCNC and the A.G. 

mounted a series of campaigns directed specifically at the 

Northerners. When Samuel Akintola arrived to campaign in 

Kano, rioting broke out. In four days about 36 were killed 

and more than 277 persons were wounded (Coleman, 1963, 399-

400). 

The Northerners thought seriously about secession, but 

dropped the idea simply because to do that would mean devel

oping an alternative sea route, necessary for contact with 

coastal traders. Instead, they proposed an eight-point pro

gram that would not create a central legislature, but only 

an agency for the assessment of customs duties, which would 

immediately be passed on to the regions (Schwarz, Jr., 1965, 

79). 
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In the midst of all this confusion, seeing an opportuni

ty to buy time, the British announced in 1953 that the House 

of Commons had decided the Nigerian Constitution would have 

to be redrawn to provide greater regional autonomy (Schwarz, 

Jr., 1965, 80). This proclamation led to the Conferences 

(1953 in London and 1954 in Lagos) for decentralization and 

regionalization. Nigeria was therefore to become a federa

tion with three strong regions—North, West, and East— 

invested with residual powers. Also, the transfer of power 

from the British to the Nigerians was to be pursued sep

arately but vigorously by each region at its own pace, and 

any region that so wished could have full internal self-

government within the still independent federation by 1956. 

The idea here was to move toward a political as well as a 

constitutional pattern of regionalization (Schwarz, Jr., 

80). Thus the NPC controlled the North, the NCNC controlled 

the East, and the A.G. controlled the West. 

The formation of Nigeria's early political parties 

reflected the role ethnicity was going to play in the 

nationalist quest for independence. The Nigerian political 

development seems a tale of unhappy disintegration and in

creasing parochialism. The trend toward tribal, religious, 

and regional political parties is not what nationalistic 

Nigerians should be proud of, but it generated greater par

ticipation among the various tribes. Thus tribal-based 
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parties created a forum in which the Ibo pride meant sacri

fices for Ibo education; the Northern pride and the memory 

of the glory of the Islamic kingdom inspired the Northerners 

to seek to match the Southerners in modern skills; and the 

Egbe Omo Oduduwa. and the Action Group united the Yoruba 

clans to fight against what they called the "outsiders." 

This pattern of tribal parties was evident when the 

British finally decided to grant Nigeria independence in 

1960. In the 1959 election, three major political parties--

the NPC (North), the NCNC (East), and the A.G. (West)—vied 

for the leadership position (Appendix C). Since no party 

had a clear majority, alliances became mandatory; thus, the 

NPC and NCNC allied to form the government, and the Action 

Group constituted the opposition. But to the extent that 

the North, which was a senior partner in this coalition, did 

not have the educated manpower to fill the administrative 

positions, the junior partner (the East) benefitted: there 

was a marked over-representation of Ibos and Easterners in 

influential positions. While the NPC and NCNC were still 

able to form a workable coalition, trouble brewed among the 

Ibos and Hausa-Fulanis in the North--especial ly as a result 

of the 1962 census, which neither the North nor the East 

accepted after requesting a recount (O'Connell, 1967, 100-

114). It was this tribal unrest between the Ibos and the 

Hausas that created a greater strain in the NPC/NCNC part

nership . 
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Realignment of Parties: 
The First Republic 

The Yoruba Action Group rift of 1963 (which was chiefly 

a power struggle between Awolowo and Akintola) led to the 

imprisonment of Chief Awolowo (the leader of the Action 

Group) and created the polarization of the Yoruba leader

ship. This polarization led to a Western regional crisis 

that precipitated the NPC and the NCNC to seek new allies. 

Consequently, Chief Samuel Akintola broke away from the A.G. 

and formed the Nigeria National Democratic Party, with the 

hope of getting Yoruba security through mass support. Up to 

this point, under Awolowo, the Yorubas had played the role 

of the opposition and had had little or no influence in the 

national government. The NNDP joined forces with the NPC 

after the latter's break from the NCNC to form the Nigerian 

National Alliance (NNA), and the NCNC joined forces with 

what was left of the Action Group (now headed by D. S. 

Adegbenro, after Awolowo had been sent to prison) to form 

the United Progressive Grand Alliance (UPGA). 

Although the NNA won the 1964 election, that election 

was marked with violence, looting, and rioting. Election 

laws were abused, opposing candidates were not issued cam

paign permits, and gangs were hired to beat up and victimize 

opponents. As a result, the UPGA requested a postponement 

of the election and threatened secession just as the 
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Northerners did in 1953. This idea was later dropped, and 

the UPGA boycotted the election—especially in the Eastern 

Region and part of the Western Region. Consequently, the 

NNA was victorious (Appendix C). The President had no power 

to declare the election null and void. 

With this stalemate and the unwillingness of President 

Azikiwe, himself an Ibo, to call for the deputy leader of 

the NNA to form a government, he was left with the option to 

resign. Some Nigerians, however, intervened and a compro

mise was reached: 

(a) a broad-based national government should 
be formed on the basis of the controversial 1964 
election 

(b) new elections should be held in those 
areas in which the election was boycotted 

(c) the Western House of Legislature should 
be dissolved so as to enable the people of that 
region to express their wish as to who should 
govern them. (Arikpo, 1966, 140) 

The Western House of Legislature was therefore dissolved 

and elections were held on 11 October 1965. The election 

proved to be the most controversial in Nigerian history. 

There were many electoral irregularities (Arikpo, 1966, 

141). Electoral officers were kidnapped. Many electoral 

officers deserted their posts to avoid receiving nomination 

from UPGA candidates, so that NNDP candidates could be 

returned unopposed. The appointments of electoral officers 

that would be impartial were revoked and according to the 

Western Nigeria Electoral Regulation section 19B the 
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validity of such proceedings cannot be contested or ques

tioned in any legal proceedings (Arikpo, 1966, 141). 

The victory for the NNDP (NNA) was necessary because had 

the UPGA won that election, the Southern alliance against 

the North would have been rejuvenated, as the NCNC had firm 

control of the East and Midwest and the A.G. had control of 

Lagos. This state of affairs led to the question raised by 

many observers as to the use of the powers of the Prime 

Minister in quelling the crisis in the West. Rather than 

devoting his energy to building a strong economic and stable 

Nigeria, Abubaka T. Balewa was caught in the act of balanc

ing the party scale and their stongholds. 

The victory of the NNA in the West accentuated the fear 

of the East: Hausa-Fulani domination. The conduct of that 

election is still being widely criticized today because it 

was the last straw that set in motion a chain of tragic 

events. 

The frustrated masses of Western Nigeria, having gone 

through an election in which their wishes were not truly 

represented, took to the streets in revolt. Travellers on 

the major roads were at the mercy of roaming gangs. The 

police were unable to cope with the dangerous situation, nor 

did the Prime Minister intervene to quell the situation. 

With this situation getting out of hand, the Nigerian Unity 

(that all meaningful Nigerians have taken part in) was 
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gradually reverting to tribal entities or what Olorunsola 

(1972, 33) called "cultural sub-nationalism." 

The 1966 Coup d'Etat 

On the night of 14-15 January 1966, Major Chukwuma 

Nzeogwu (of Ibo descent) and his military associates killed 

Samuel Akintola (Premier of the Western Region), the 

Sardauna of Sokoto Ahmadu Bello (Premier of the Northern 

Region), Festus Okotie-Eboh (a Midwesterner and the Minister 

of Finance), Abubaka T. Balewa (Prime Minister), and a host 

of other important Northerners and overthrew the government 

of Prime Minister Balewa. 

As Major Nzeogwu was a junior officer, he agreed to hand 

over power to a more senior officer. Hence, Major-General 

Ironsi (an Ibo) became the Head of the Supreme Military 

Government, Commander of the Nigeria Armed Forces, and 

leader of the Nigerian government. 

Frustration was growing among the Hausas, as a majority 

of the top military officers killed in the coup were Hausas, 

and coupled with that, the Premiers of Midwestern and East

ern Nigeria, Dennis Osadebay and Michael Ikpara (both Ibos), 

were not killed during the coup. This state of affairs 

raised some questions as to the actual motives of the coup. 

There are three different schools of thought: 

(1) The first word of the leader of the coup. 
Major Chukwuma Nzeogwu, was that the participants 
were concerned with stamping out tribalism, nepo
tism, and regionalism, but when it became clear 
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that not all regional premiers were killed, and 
that only very few Ibo military officers were also 
killed, many Nigerians became skeptical—especially 
Northerners. 

(2) Another school of thought, based on the 
handling of the coup is that the Ibos, having been 
relegated to second fiddle in politics and having 
failed to use legitimate channels to seek leader
ship, had resorted to violence as an interest-
aggregating instrument. Many Northerners, as one 
would expect, hold this view. 

(3) The third school of thought was unwilling 
to lump everyone that participated in the coup as 
tribally motivated. They claim that while some 
might have taken part out of the love for their 
country, others were basically driven by tribal 
sentiments to eliminate those Northern leaders. 
(Olorunsola, 1972, 34-35) 

The echo of the second school of thought sounded most in 

the North and led to the eventual massacre of the Ibos in 

the North and the Hausa residents in the East. This chain 

of events led to a counter coup on 29 July 1966. Admitted

ly, the counter coup was undertaken to restore Northern 

political influence and to ensure that the region's freedom 

of action as a political entity would be restored. This 

event, of course, was fueled by Decree Number 39 of 1966, 

which abolished the regions of Nigeria and the federal form 

of government; it united the top grades of the public ser

vices and introduced a provincial system of administration 

(Nigerian Official Gazette, 1966). The riot which broke out 

in the various Northern and Eastern cities led to several 

losses of life and property. 

Major-General J.T.U. Aguyi-Ironsi, while on a reconcil

iation tour of Ibadan, was abducted on 29 July 1966 and was 
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eventually killed by Northern Nigerian soldiers. Many Ibo 

officers and recruits were killed along with him. His suc

cessor, Lieutenant Colonel Yakubu Gowon, himself a Northern

er, proceeded to invoke Decree Number 39 and stated that 

"the basis for trust and confidence in our unitary system of 

government has not been able to stand the test of time" 

(Arikpo, 1966, 146). But this proclamation did not seem to 

satisfy all Northerners. So again in September, civilians 

as well as some Northern soldiers went on a rampage, kill

ing, looting, and destroying property of the Ibos or those 

they believed to be Ibos. 

The common feature of the first and second coups was 

that the political change was accompanied by changes in the 

assignments of senior civil servants. In the Nigerian Civil 

Service, officials are career officers who cannot be dis

missed so long as they conduct themselves well. They can, 

however, be relegated to lower or unimportant positions. So 

in the first coup, after Decree Number 39 was promulgated. 

Northern civil servants who acted as secretaries to the 

various officials of the toppled regimes were demoted, and 

since difficulty existed in readjustment to lower positions, 

they all retired to their various places of origins—where 

people felt that it was they who had instigated the Northern 

upheaval and the second coup. The previous discussion on 

educational disparities pointed out that Northern elites 
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were less qualified than their Southern counterparts, so 

when Decree Number 39 centralized the civil service, it was 

only fitting that those who were more qualified (the major

ity of them Ibos) were appointed and assigned to these posi

tions . 

After the second coup, Ibo higher administrators suf

fered similar reverses. They were relegated to the back

ground or killed in the process. As a result of the blood

shed which followed the second coup, Ibos in Eastern Nigeria 

began to agitate for redress or separation. The refugee 

problem put significant pressure on the regional government. 

The remaining Ibo administrators also fled to the Eastern 

region where, like their counterparts in the North, they 

took an active part in the decision of the state to secede 

and, later, the Biafran war (O'Connell, 1967, 178). 

The important point here is that the seed of discord 

centered around the ethnic differences that had haunted the 

struggle for Nigerian independence. One would expect that, 

having gone through that struggle and the subsequent elec

toral irregularities which led to rioting, killings, and 

looting of properties, Nigerians would have learned a les

son. However, Nigerian intransigence was carried beyond 

human comprehension in the Nigeria/Biafran civil war. (The 

events that led to the war and the war itself are discussed 

in detail in Dudley, 1973; Oyediran, 1981; Kirk-Green, 1971; 

and 0 'Connell , 1967. ) 
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After 13 years (1966-1979) of military rule, Nigeria 

was again ready to experiment with a civilian government. 

In 1979, the military formally handed over power to Alhaji 

Shehu Shagari, leader of the National Party of Nigeria 

(NPN), whose party won a disputed two-thirds of the 19 

states. The Second Republic of Nigeria was thus born. 



CHAPTER III 

THE SECOND REPUBLIC: A MOVE 

TO CIVILIAN RULE 

The height of malintegration was reached in the First 

Republic. On 1 October 1979, after a succession of military 

regimes—Generals Yakubu Gowon, Murtala Muhammed, and 

Olusegun Obasanjo—power was handed over to the civilian 

government following an election supervised by the military. 

The Second Republic was supposed to follow the lead of the 

military in fostering an integrated society. In fact, the 

slogan that characterized the civil war (in line with the 

nationalistic tendencies of the military) was "To keep 

Nigeria one is a task that must be done." But integration 

has become a mirage to which Nigerians have been very 

sensitive. 

Background to the 1979 Election 

When the war ended in January 1970, civilians who had 

worked or served under General Gowon were seasoned politi

cians. They had hoped that now, since the war was over, 

civilian government would be established. Consequently, 

they resigned their appointments so that they could have 

enough time to plan their campaign strategies. But this 

52 
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hope was shattered in a national broadcast by General Yakubu 

Gowon when he promised to return government to the civilians 

in 1976. Gowon claimed that the intervening time period 

would be used for reconstruction, rehabilitation, reconcili

ation, and reintegration. 

The military efforts were directed towards achieving 

these points mentioned above. There was the handing over of 

houses deserted by Southerners to their respective legiti

mate owners; people who were victims of the war were reset

tled; administrators from Eastern states were given a time 

period in which to return to their previous positions; and 

the National Youth Service Corps (for Nigerian graduands) 

was established and things were going, to use the military 

term, "according to plan." But there was a dramatic turn of 

events in 1974 on the 14th anniversary celebration of 

Nigerian Independence, when General Gowon announced that his 

tentative 1976 date of returning government to the civilians 

was no longer realistic. The Gowon regime became very un

popular, despite the attempt to use the Udoji Commission 

recommendations to appease workers by giving them pay 

increases. 

The 1975 Coup-Overthrow of General Gowon 

On 29 July 1975, in a bloodless coup. General Gowon's 

regime was overthrown while he was attending an O.A.U. 

meeting in Kampala, Uganda. The reasons given for this 
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overthrow by General Muhammed were as follows: 

(a) inability of the government to fulfill the 
legitimate expectations of the people; 

(b) lack of consultation, indiscipline, in
decision, and even neglect, which became the dis
tinguishing character in the running of the affairs 
of state; 

(c) the drift of the nation toward chaos and 
further bloodshed; 

(d) virtual inaccessibility of the Head of 
State even to official advisors; 

(e) insensitivity of the leadership to the 
true feelings and yearnings of the people; 

(f) the need for a new lease on life and sense 
of direction for the nation. (Oyediran, 1980, 216) 

In his maiden speech to the nation, the new leader 

General Murtala Muhammed revoked the appointments of top 

military officers from the rank of Major General and above, 

as well as those of top civil servants and police officers. 

Next came new appointments and the creation of three organs 

of government--the Supreme Military Council, the National 

Council of States, and the Federal Executive Council 

(Oyediran, 1980, 217). These actions were received with 

mixed feelings, especially by those politicians who had 

waited so long after Gowon declared that 1976 was the year 

in which the civilian regime would be returned. 

The frustration was ended when the Head of State 

General Muhammed announced on 1 October 1975 that a five-

stage program had been adopted to transition the country to 

civilian rule. Included were plans to appoint a committee 

to draft a Constitution and a promise to lift the ban on 

political parties in 1978 (Oyediran, 1980, 220-223). 
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A week later, top-ranking university administrators and 

former politicians from all parts of the federation were 

appointed to form the Constitution Drafting Committee (CDC). 

The preliminary recommendation of the SMC was that 

Nigeria needed not only a truly genuine national political 

party and an independent judiciary, but also an executive 

presidential form of government in which the President and 

Vice-President were duly elected and responsible to the 

people. 

In August 1977, a Constituent Assembly was elected. 

The CA was headed by Justice Udo Udoma, with Justice Buba 

Ardo as his deputy. Jointly, the CDC and the CA, based on 

the area of priority of the SMC, recommended an elected 

government with a president and bicameral assembly 

nationally and a governor and unicameral legislature on the 

state level. A multi-party system was recommended with the 

proviso that party composition be broad-based and national 

rather than geographical, ethnic, or religious. Shortly 

after, 299 local governments were created, with an emirate 

and traditional council established side by side with local 

governments. Under very stringent guidelines, elections 

were held to fill the local government positions. 

Ban on Political Parties Lifted 

In early September the new Head of State, General 

Olusegum Obasanjo (who succeeded Muhammed after he was 
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killed in an unsuccessful coup in 1976), held a meeting with 

traditional rulers, religious leaders, top public servants, 

and members of the mass media. At that time. General 

Obasanjo announced that the ban on political parties had 

been lifted and called on all Nigerians to remember their 

struggle to become a nation; he advised when political 

parties a,re being formed and manifestos and promises are 

being released, 

let the game of politics be played according to the 
laid-down rules. Let all players be good sports
men. No matter the result of the competition, let 
all players remain friendly and without bitterness, 
look forward to another competition. Let the play
ers, the spectators and the umpires all resolve to 
make the competition fair and just. Let all Niger
ians show commitment in bringing about a civil rule 
through the process of peaceful and fair election. 
(Oyediran, 1981, 16) 

Party Formation in the Second Republic 

While there are usually difficulties in attempting to 

define what constitutes a political party, three theories of 

political parties have been suggested—institutional theo

ries which focus on the interrelationship between early 

parliaments and the emergence of political parties, develop

mental theories which relate parties to the broader process

es of modernization, and historical situation theories that 

focus on historical crises or tasks which political systems 

have encountered at the moment in time when parties devel

oped (Oyediran, 1981, 45). Another dichotomy is presented 
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by LaPalombara and Weiner when they suggest that 

of the many internal political crises which nations 
have experienced during the periods in which poli
tical parties were being formed, three . . . [are] 
most salient in their impact on party formation. . 
. . These crises are legitimacy, integration and 
participation. (1966, 7-21) 

Not only are these crises salient in the formation of 

political parties, every political leader within any polity 

must wrestle with them to the extent that the fight to 

resolve them leads to neglect for national issues, as is 

attested by Huntington (1968, 194). Also, Oyediran (1981, 

45) suggests that in Nigeria all social forces and groups 

became directly engaged in general politics rather than just 

issues which affected their own particular interests, and 

the Nigerian society as a whole was "out-of-joint." 

During the 12-year ban on politics by the military, 

there were still many informal associations among old polit

ical leaders. These informal associations included the 

Committee of Friends, the National Council of Understanding, 

the National Movement of Nigeria, the Committee of National 

Unity, the Progressives, and Club 19. Oyediran (1981, 45) 

grouped these associations into two: those that operated 

almost continuously through the military regime—e.g., the 

Committee of Friends and the Committee of National Unity--

and those that gradually developed as the process of making 

the 1979 constitution evolved--e.g., the National Movement 

of Nigeria, the Progressives, and Club 19. 
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The Committee of Friends, who were basically members of 

the banned Action Group party, used the occasion of the 

release of Awolowo and the celebration of his 57th birthday 

to form a forum from which the Committee of Friends shared 

their frustration and persecution during the reign of the 

ousted regime. Although Awolowo declined to serve in the 

CDC, members of this committee such as Samuel Aluko, Olawole 

Idris (both from Lagos state), and Bola Ige (Oyo state) 

contributed to the proceedings of the CDC (Oyediran, 1981, 

48). While a majority of the members of this Committee were 

former members of the A.G., during the three years in which 

the committee tried to organize around various issues, con

flict of interest (especially the undemocratic nature with 

which Chief Awolowo ran the Committee) arose, and members 

such as Samuel Aluko, Anthony Enahoro, and Chief Onitiri, 

who were instrumental in the formation of the Committee, 

deserted Awolowo, and the old faction (Awolowo and Akintola) 

of the Western politics was rekindled. 

The case of the NCNC and the NPC was more dramatic, as a 

vacuum had to be filled. The leader of the NPC, Sardauna of 

Sokoto (Ahmadu Bello) and the Prime Minister Abubaka Tafawa 

Balewa were both killed in the January 1966 coup, and be

cause of the role played by Zik in supporting the Federal 

Forces in the last days of the civil war in Nigeria, the 

Ibos (who were the nucleus of the NCNC) were very reluctant 
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to accept him as a leader. Besides, the creation of states 

in 1967, which had led to the separation of the Eastern 

region into three different states--Southeastern state. 

Rivers, and East Central State—and the North into six sep

arate states--Northwestern, Kwara, Benue-Plateu, Northeast

ern, North Central, and Kano States—helped to shift atten

tion from solidifying their old parties to looking for a 

nationally acceptable leader. 

This struggle surfaced during the deliberations of the 

CDC in which (once again) the Northerners proposed the 

equalization of the Sharia courts—based on Muslim laws—and 

the national high courts. As this motion was defeated, 

those Northerners who had previously pursued a different 

line of action began to close the gap that existed by find

ing common grounds. The pro-Sharia court group, the anti-

Northern leadership and anti-Sharia court group, and the 

Waziri Ibrahim group came together under one umbrella. 

Unity Party of Nigeria 

In line with the CDC and CA's recommendations, the SMC 

approved that not only must political parties be formed, 

they should be broad based and national in scope. As a 

result. Chief Obafemi Awolowo (later the leader of the 

United Party of Nigeria) announced that the Committee of 

Friends (which operated throughout the military regime, and 

intensified its activities when Awolowo was released), was 
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becoming the first major political party--the United Party 

of Nigeria (UPN). Awolowo thanked the Head of State and 

made this announcement on Friday, 22 September 1978, two 

days after the ban on political parties was lifted: 

For this great and courageous act, I pay very 
warm and unreserved tribute to General Olusegun 
Obansanjo and his men. I do this on behalf of 
myself and the Unity Party of Nigeria which in 
accordance with the wishes of the National Commit
tee of Friends, came into being upon the declara
tion of return to political activities. [Closing 
his address he called] . . .all fellow Nigerians 
to shed off all existing political commitments and 
rally to the indomitable, invulnerable and con
quering banner of the Unity Party of Nigeria to 
wage total and effective war against the suffocat
ing strangle holds of ignorance, disease, poverty, 
and squalor, and in our victory through God, to 
bestow on our land now and in perpetuity the rule 
of law, public morality and social justice. 
(Oyediran, 1981, 34) 

Although the list of those who attended this conference 

included members of the pre-1966 political parties--NNDP, 

NPC, NCNC, and A.G.—there were no big-name politicians to 

steer the course of the party to give it the solidification 

Awolowo had hoped for. 

National Party of Nigeria 

The National Party of Nigeria (NPN), which was formerly 

the National Movement, was a collection of certain Northern

ers who were members of the CDC and had fought individually 

for the Sharia Court controversy and failed (Oyediran, 1981, 

56). The leaders of this movement (which was the brainchild 
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of Dr. Ibrahim Tahir, then the head of the Sociology Depart

ment at Ahmadu Bello University), declared that 

the impact of this was to ensure that the movement 
which emerged contained elements from all the 19 
states while ensuring that the party constitution 
and the manifesto which emerged were the products 
of an all-states consensus and hence enjoyed wide
spread support among the foundation members and 
their communities. (Oyediran, 1981, 56) 

In order to achieve consensus and support, he outlined five 

strategies: 

(a) emphasis was to be put on the absence of 
any ready-made political group or association. . . 
The purpose of this was to discredit other existing 
ready-made political associations as being somehow 
ill-intentioned and undemocratic. 

(b) States rather than individuals were to be 
adopted as a primary source of founding negotiating 
groups. This was to create state-wide non-partisan 
groups that will eventually form the nucleus of the 
party. 

(c) Each state was to work out a constitution 
acceptable to its community. These constitutions 
later formed the constitution and manifestos of the 
party. 

(d) To join the foundation group (that is, 
the National Movement) each participant came as an 
individual but through his state and any ready-made 
political group was not to be admitted. This was 
to prevent disputes between individuals from the 
same state and allow for separate discrete parties. 

(e) There was to be an insistence on absolute 
democracy between individual members and between 
the central group and the individual state groups. 
(Oyediran, 1981, 57) 

The Northern group was, however, to organize a formid

able force first (which they actually did), before admitting 

any individual or groups from the Southern states. As many 

Southern groups and individuals were looking for Northern 

alliances, that gave some time to the Notherners to make 
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careful consideration on what type of alliances would be 

fruitful. The Northerners then decided on working with top 

Southern political leaders, especially those who were mem

bers of the CA. and old political leaders, such as Chief 

Anthony Enahoro (Bendel State), Fani Kayode (Lagos), J.O-J. 

Okezie (Imo State), C.C. Onoh (Amambra State), Richard 

Olajide (Ondo State), and A.M.A. Akinloye (Oyo State). 

In August 1978, five representatives from each state met 

to work together as a political party (National Party of 

Nigeria—NPN) for the 1979 election. 

People's Redemption Party 

The class struggle that characterized the pre-1960 

politics in the North manifested itself again in the pre-

1979 election. In the pre-1960 election, the forces led by 

Alhaji Aminu Kano (one of the founders of the Northern 

Peoples Congress—NPC) broke away from the NPC and formed 

the Northern Elements Progressive Union—NEPU. In the pre-

1979 election, Aminu Kano (again a foundation member of the 

NPN) broke away from-the NPN to form the People's Redemption 

Party. He was joined by Samuel Ikoku, who was formerly a 

member of the UPN and later NPN. Although this group lacked 

many leaders with national outlook it was made up of several 

Nigerian intellectuals at Ahmadu Bello University. To 

create a national outlook, in compliance with the Constit'̂ j-

tion, Southerners were encouraged to join and help was 
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enlisted from N.U. Akpan from the Cross River state. On 21 

October 1978, the PRP was formally launched amidst a cheer

ing crowd at the Ahmadu Bello Stadium in Kaduna. 

Nigerian People's Party—NPP 

The NPP was a product of the merger of three separate 

political associations—Club 19 (a political association 

that operated as a social club of friends who considered 

themselves victimized all through Nigerian history; the 

Progessive front of the Eastern States and Lagos; and the 

National Council for Understanding and Solidarity (NCUS). 

Club 19 was led by men from the Benue and Plateau states. 

The purpose or intention of these men (although from the 

North) was to break the Northern hegemony and ensure that 

minority ethnic groups played important parts in Nigerian 

politics after the military handover of power in 1979. 

While disassociating themselves from the NPN, they realized 

that they could not be successful alone. As a result, they 

looked southward for alliances. They finally decided to 

join the Eastern Progressive. The Lagos Progressive was 

also divided on which party to ally with. Two factions 

emerged from this dispute—one joining the National Move

ment (later NPN), and the other joining the Eastern Pro

gressive. The Waziri Ibrahim group--NCUS, also from the 

North—joined the Eastern Progressive. 
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In October 1978, the NPP was formed. This group was 

made up of old NCNC members and the newly merged old 

politicians from the various associations. However, con

flict arose in their national convention over the issue of 

presidential candidacy and chairmanship of the party. One 

faction led by Kola Balogun had recommended that the two 

positions be separated, but the other faction led by Waziri 

Ibrahim held that the positions be held by one individual 

and recommended that Waziri Ibrahim be nominated for that 

position. 

When the convention ended, the question could not be 

resolved and there emerged two political parties--the NPP 

(which was the original party) and the Waziri Ibrahim 

faction, which later became the Great Nigerian People's 

party (GNPP). 

While the GNPP chose Waziri Ibrahim as its leader and 

presidential candidate, the NPP held its convention in 

December 1978 and selected Nnamdi Azikiwe (who also was the 

leader of the banned NCNC) to be its presidential candidate. 

The 1979 and 1983 Elections 

Of the 19 official political parties that submitted 

their applications to the Federal Election committee (Appen

dix D), only five met the criteria established in sections 

202 and 203 of the Constitution of Nigeria. Accordingly, 

these five political parties were approved by the Federal 
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Electoral Commission (FEDECO), and the stage was set for the 

race for rulership. 

The campaign that followed was no less fierce than those 

of the pre-independence and pre-1964 elections. Alhaji 

Shehu Shagari, leader of the National Party of Nigeria, be

came the first president of the Second Republic of Nigeria 

following an election in which his party won a disputed two-

thirds of the 19 states. (The results of the 1979 presiden

tial, gubernatorial. Representative and Senate House races 

are shown in Appendix E.) After a turbulent four years 

under NPN leadership, elections were held in 1983 for 

another four years. Again, the NPN won handily (Appendix 

F). But as conditions in the country deteriorated, and 

general apathy became a household word, the army in their 

characteristic rescue manuever, took over power in a blood

less coup on 31 December 1983. The reason for this takeover 

was spelled out by General Buhari as follows: 

The change became necessary in order to put an end 
to the serious economic predicaments and crisis of 
confidence now afflicting our nation. . . . This 
generation of Nigerians and indeed future genera
tions have no other country than Nigeria. We shall 
remain here and salvage it together. (West Africa, 
January 10, 1984, 56) 

Right from the time the British announced the amalgama

tion of the Northern and Southern Protectorates with the 

Lagos Crown Colony, the struggle to keep Nigeria a united 

country has plagued all involved, from the British to the 
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Nigerian politicians and military leaders. Such testimony 

can be found in the writing of the first Nigerian national 

anthem in which emphasis was placed on Nigerian unity: 

. . . Though tribe and tongue may differ, in 
brotherhood we stand. [And] . . . help us to build 
a strong nation, where no man is oppressed. 

Similarly, such thoughts can be found in the second 

national anthem: 

. . .In love and honesty to grow and living just 
true. Great lofty heights to build a nation where 
peace and justice shall reign. 

And when the attempts were made by the Biafrans (the 

former Eastern Region) to forcibly separate from the rest of 

Nigeria, the fighting slogan was: "To keep Nigeria one is a 

task that must be done." The question therefore is, why has 

it become so difficult to achieve this mirage--"national 

unity"? A possible answer to this question may be suggested 

by looking into the role of the Nigerian military since 

1966. 

Role of the Nigerian Military 
in Nigerian Politics 

There has been a continued argument among political 

scientists on the effects of military rule on social change 

in developing countries. In this argument, three points of 

view are usually posited: 

(1) In the absence of any formal institutions 
such as social or political organization, the mili
tary is most likely to act as a progressive force 
toward achieving economic growth and social change. 
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(2) Military intervention is essentially a 
conservative or a reactionary activity designed to 
defend the status of the entrenched elite group, 
and by so doing, prevent economic or social change. 

(3) The effect of military intervention 
should not be generalized or regarded as monolith
ic; rather, such effects should be viewed based on 
the type or make-up of the society or polity 
studied. (For a detailed discussion of how these 
arguments have unfolded see Jackman, 1976, 1078-
1097 and Wells, 1974, 871-886.) 

The purpose of this short discussion is not to empir

ically assess the validity of the aforementioned argum.ents; 

rather, it will give a brief history of the role of the 

military in Nigerian politics in order to ascertain if there 

is a common thread that appears to be running through the 

military's proclivities whenever they intervene. 

Nigeria first experienced its military presence in the 

January 1966 coup masterminded by Major Chukwuma Uzeogu (of 

Ibo descent, from the Bendel State). As Major Uzeogu was a 

much junior officer. Major-General Ironsi (himself an Ibo) 

was made to take control of the government. Ironsi was 

quickly overthrown and replaced by Colonel Gowon (later 

General Gowon). The situations leading to that first coup 

are covered extensively elsewhere (Luckman, 1971, 115; Peil, 

1975; Bienen, 1982, 949-965). 

By 1975, General Gowon was overthrown by General 

Muhammed in a bloodless coup; subsequently, Muhammed was 

replaced by Obasanyo when the former was assassinated in 

1976. Obasanyo, following the nine-point program for return 
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to civilian regime intitiated by Gowon in 1966, promised a 

return to a civilian regime in 1979. In 1979 a supervised 

election was held in which the NPN won a disputed contest 

with two-thirds of the 19 states and became the first polit

ical party to rule after the 1966 coup that brought in the 

military. Although the NPN won the 1983 election, the 

victory was short-lived since General Buhari overthrew that 

government. In October 1984 General Babaginda overthrew 

Buhari's government. 

A detailed analysis of the Nigerian military interven

tions reveals a common thread. Every military regime 

(a) promises to hand over power to a civil
ian regime as soon as it is practicable. 

(b) promises to give the nation a better and 
more purposeful sense of direction. 

(c) embarks on prudent management of the 
available resources and diversification of the 
economy. 

(d) attempts to achieve self-sufficiency in 
production of major staple food commodities and 
essential raw materials within targeted periods. 

(e) encourages labor-intensive projects with 
the hope of creating more job opportunities. 

(f) rephases development projects involving 
large foreign exchange commitments. 

(g) promises to clean the society of the 
cankerworm of pervasive corruption. 

(h) maintains law and order and ensures the 
security of life and property. 

(i) upholds the principle of public account
ability and encourages the development of improved 
work ethics among Nigerian workers. 

(j) checks the activities of hoarders, 
smugglers, and all social and economic saboteurs. 
(Graf, 1985, 27-28) 

From the 1966 coup to the present military regime of 

General Ibrahim Babgunda, the common thread that tends to 
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link all the military regimes is that none of these regimes 

has been able to develop a social or economic program of its 

own that will probably lead to any social, political, or 

economic change in Nigeria; rather, their programs appear to 

center around probity, that is, the institution of various 

tribunals (e.g., the Exchange Control Decree of 1984, the 

Antisabotage Decree, or the Recovery of Public Property 

Decree of 1984); efficiency and proper management (such as 

the arbitrary dismissals of civil servants and the reduction 

of certain governmental agencies); and the maintenance of 

law and order (such as the establishment of such agencies as 

the National Council on Information and Culture that will 

launch national security). Programs such as the war against 

indiscipline (WAI), and the war against economic sabotage, 

ostensible living, corruption, and public disorderliness 

were also instituted (Federal Government of Nigeria News 

Review, 31 March 1984, 4). 

The Nigerian military has always ruled or participated 

in Nigerian politics with civilians as co-partners. As was 

suggested by Bienen (1978, 209), the military's first in

clusion of civilians or politicians in the 1966 military 

government was to widen its base of support before and dur

ing the Nigerian Civil War. The purpose of this military-

civilian dyarchy, Bienen emphasized, was to mobilize the 

general civilian population to handle representative 
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functions at both the national and state levels and to unify 

the disunified states in the federation. The military 

created institutions in which civilians could participate 

but which the military controlled. Ironically, the civilian 

politicians or leaders used these institutions to build a 

base of power independent of the military and by so doing 

obtained some leverage in a political system they no longer 

controlled (Bienen, 1978, 210). 

In 1967, when Gowon included civilians in his cabinet or 

the Federal Executive Council, he stated in his maiden 

address: 

We are now embarking on the road back to full 
civilian rule. During this transition, however, 
we must continue with the political and 
administrative program of the Supreme Military 
Council. (Kirk-Green, 1971, 454) 

Each of the 12 states followed suit by appointing ci

vilian politicians to their various state cabinets. These 

appointments were seen as a transition from military rule to 

civilian government. However, General Gowon did renege on 

his promise to return the government to the civilians in 

1976. The civilians appointed to these agencies were, 

according to the military officers, to operate in an advis

ory capacity, while the commissioners saw themselves as 

political appointees whose responsibilities were to run the 

day-to-day affairs of government. Whether or not there is a 

consensus as to the role of the civilian appointees m a 
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military regime, one thing is perfectly clear: without the 

assistance of the civilian appointees, the military may be 

in grave difficulty in trying to govern. 

Another aspect of the interjection of civilians into 

military rule is the reliance on the expertise of the 

bureaucracy. Lacking any system-transforming mission, the 

military finds it a legitimacy-producing mechanism to leave 

the bureaucracy intact (with a few exceptions where the 

civil servant was perhaps a party to the reason for a mili

tary takeover or is regarded as a worse offender). The 

judiciary and the press may also be used by the military to 

legitimize its purpose. However, in the case of the press, 

its role is usually vital as a channel for the rulers to 

gain some insight into what the ruled are thinking and vice 

versa. As time passes, however, repressive measures are 

usually taken against the press (e.g.. Decree 39 of 1983, 

which was instituted to arrest and convict any person making 

any representation without concrete proof, or the military 

act of banning publishers for publications that were not 

authorized by government--the 1987 Newswatch magazine inci

dent ) . 

Military organizations by nature have few conciliatory 

mechanisms beyond that of internal discipline, so when that 

mechanism is threatened, such as in a military coup, there 

is usually violence. That violence is usually characterized 
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by a domino effect, hence counter coups. The Nigerian mili

tary regime is no exception to this phenomenon. The history 

of the Nigerian military governments has at least for now 

laid to rest the popular image of the army as a force for 

national unity. According to Bienen (1985, 37), far from 

being a cohesive, united, corrective instrument, it has 

proven to be a reflection of the ethnic and social tensions 

that have plagued Nigeria since independence. 

In the absence of a clear-cut program to revitalize the 

Nigerian society, either by the military regimes or civilian 

governments, Osaghae and Luma (1987) have suggested that 

what Nigeria needs is a resocialization process that will 

not only redirect its political future but its inhabitants' 

values as well. The effects of the mass media of communica

tions (one important agent of socialization) in moderniza

tion and development have been well documented. This author 

is of the opinion that the mass media of communications may 

be an important factor in the process of Nigerian political 

integration. This proposition is the subject of the next 

chapters. 



CHAPTER IV 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

This chapter reviews the literature on the three key 

concepts of mass media, participation, and political inte

gration. First, the extent of the knowledge on the treat

ment of mass media in political development is reviewed, as 

well as the role of mass media in Nigeria. Secondly, the 

literature on participation is reviewed, with an emphasis on 

the definitional problems and a comparison between partici

pation and mobilization. Finally, the integration litera

ture is reviewed, with particular emphasis on the problems 

involved in developing an integrative society. Integration 

models developed on the basis of possible solutions to mal

integration are also discussed. 

Mass Media of Communications 

The Old Paradigm 

The importance of information in world society is appar

ent in several ways. Information is used to denote the con

tents and describe situations where there is need to inter

act or where it is clear there is no exchange of messages at 

all. Information disseminated by the mass media or other 

channels of communication is used for a number of different 

73 
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reasons or purposes, viz 

(a) to convey knowledge of a specific kind 

(b) to sell products 

(c) to distribute political propaganda 

(d) as an instrument or tool for social change. 

Since Lerner's The Passing of Traditional Society (1958), 

systematic efforts have been made by social scientists to 

study to v/hat extent the use of various information-

disseminating devices can be directed toward educational 

purposes, or more specifically, how these devices can be 

used to contribute to national and local development in 

developing countries. Or, according to Hedebro (1982, 4), 

how can the mass media and personal contact be used to 

persuade large groups in a village, region, or an entire 

country to adopt new techniques and ideas? 

The point of view expressed by Lerner (1958), Schramm 

(1964), Pye (1963), and Inkles and Smith (1974) is that the 

task of the mass media should be to alter people's psycho

logical or mental set to the extent that people should think 

in other ways than before. Inkles and Smith (1974), for 

example, feel that modernization primarily is a question of 

individual change and that by establishing a wide-ranging 

mass media system, knowledge and skills could be developed 

and multiplied much more rapidly and perhaps inexpensively 

than before. The media, Schramm (1967) feels, could 
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compensate for or supplement teachers, schools, and educa

tional materials. Social scientists such as McClelland 

(1961), Rao (1966), Lerner (1958), Hoselitz (1960), and 

Rostow (1960) stress the importance of creating a sense of 

nation-ness. Many developing countries, they argue, are 

mixtures of different cultures, languages, political sys

tems, and religious beliefs, and such mixtures are obstacles 

to social change. The mass media, they claim, can expand 

people's horizons and enlarge their focus and interest to 

include other regions besides their local areas. Further

more, they claim that the presence of the m.edia presents 

possibilities for promoting common language for the sake of 

mutual understanding among ethnic groups. This approach 

will in turn generate a feeling of concern for the nation as 

a whole. It is under such circumstances that people may be 

willing to make sacrifices for others outside their local 

communities. Another key issue raised by Lerner (1958) is 

the issue of mobility. Lerner argues that the mass media 

should and does act as a mobility multiplier, in that an 

expanding mass media system will spread attitudes that are 

favorable to social change, and through other mechanisms 

these ideas will promote development. Lerner's communica

tion model for development is illustrated diagrammatically 

in Figure 5. This model indicates that increased literacy 

leads to media exposure and vice versa, and this in turn 

stimulates participation. 
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Urbanization ^ Literacy Economic and political 
participation 

Mass media 
exposure 

Fig .re 5. Lerner's Communication Model for Development 

Hedebro's summary of what the goals or functions of the 

mass -̂ edia are and ought to be (1982, 17-18) is as follows: 

1. The mass media can create a climate for 
change by inducing new values, attitudes, and 
modes of behavior favorable to modernization. 

2. The mass media can teach new skills "from 
literacy to agriculture to hygiene to repairing a 
motor car." (Schramm, 1967, 18) 

3. The mass media can act as multipliers of 
resources of knowledge. 

4. The mass media are unique in the sense 
that they can mediate vicarious experiences, 
thereby reducing the psychic and economic costs of 
creating mobile personalities. 

5. Communication can raise levels of aspira
tion which can in turn act as incentives for 
action. 

6. Communication can make people more prone 
to participate in decision making in society. 

7. Communication can help people find nev\/ 
normiS and harmony in a period of transition. 
(Rao, 1966) 

8. ComiTiunication can change the power struc
ture in a society of a traditional character by 
bringing knowledge to the masses. The informed 
person takes on greater significance, and tradi
tional leaders v;hose power is based on other fac
tors will be challenged. 

9. Communication can create a sense of 
nation-ness. 

10. Communication can help the majority of 
the population realize its own importance, and 
this may lead to increased political activity. 
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11. Communication facilitates the planning 
and implementation of development programs that 
will correspond to the needs of the population. 

12. Communication can make economic, social, 
and political development a self-perpetuating 
process. (Rao, 1966) 

While these functions appear to reflect the thinking of 

the late fifties and sixties, that the mass media of commun

ications is an important ingredient in the development pro

cess, suffice it to say that there are other viewpoints. 

Criticism of the Old Paradigm 

Although in the minority, Klapper (1960) published an 

empirical finding that stated that the media have little or 

no direct effects on people and that rather the media tend 

to enforce attitudes and behavior people already possess. 

In other words, the potential for change is very small. 

Although Pye (1963) and Schramm (1964) appear to agree that 

the mass media does have an enormous effect on the individ

ual 's attitude and behavior, Schram.m emphasizes that com

munication can be used as either a stimulant or a tranquil

izer: the mere presence of a communications system does not 

guarantee an improved standard of living, since it could 

also be used to divert attention away from national prob

lems. Similarly, Pye (1963, 229) believes that under some 

conditions, especially in those countries with small modern

ized elites, the weight of communications policies should be 

on the side of protecting the freedom of these leaders and 

strengthening their influences throughout society. 
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Mass Media and Development 

Emphasis on the mass media of communications in the 

1960s for the purpose of development in developing countries 

was an outgrowth of several factors, including such histor

ical events a.s the Industrial Revolution in Europe and the 

United States; the colonial experience in Africa, Asia, and 

Latin America; the quantitative empiricism of North American 

social scientists; and the capitalistic economic and politi

cal philosophy of that time (Roger, 1976, 214-215). Impli

cit in all these phenomena was the outgrowth of what was 

development. Development was therefore defined in terms of 

economic growth, that is, the gross national product (GNP) 

or when divided by the population, the per capita income. 

Of course, in the mid 1970s this intellectual aberration 

came under sharp criticism, and alternative definitions (to 

be discussed later) emerged. This focus on economic growth 

carried with it an aggregate bias about development: it had 

to be planned and executed by the national government 

(Roger, 1976, 216). Local communities were to benefit from 

a trickle-down effect. Material well-being, which was the 

nucleus of the then-dominant paradigm, could be measured and 

social science empiricism further strengthened. This 

approach to development began to take on a somewhat dehuman

ized nature, in that such values as dignity, justice, and 

freedom did not fit in because they could not be quantified 



79 

or measured, at least not at that time. The effect of mass 

communications on development measured under this proscribed 

definition has not lived up to par (by any standard) in 

African, Asian, or Latin American countries. 

Another major development in the analysis of the effect 

of the mass media of communications is the fact that most 

underdeveloped countries, although they have appeared to 

gain political independence, are still largely dependent on 

their former colonial masters at least economically. In the 

1950s to the 1970s and even now, power has been largely 

concentrated in the hands of the developed countries--the 

United States, Britain, the Soviet Union, and lately Japan. 

In the 1950s and 1970s, the "blame-attribution" model (the 

cause of underdevelopment was a within problem rather than a 

without problem) was largely accepted by Euro-American lead

ers and scholars to the extent that some of the power elites 

in the underdeveloped countries were often coopted to ac

cepting this model. 

Following the Stockholm Conference on Human Environment 

of 1972; the "Oil Blackmail" of 1973,.due to the Yom Kippur 

War of 1973, that is, the Arab oil embargo; the Bucharest 

Conference on World Population of 1974; and the Rome Con

ference on Food of 1974, delegates from developing nations 

began to collaborate in redefining the problems of under

development, not only as a "within" problem, but also as 
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largely due to "external" factors (Rogers, 1976, 220-221). 

The arguments put forward by this redefinition are discussed 

extensively by Rifkin, 1975; Rostow, 1961; Schumacher, 1973; 

Seers and Joy, 1971; Frank, 1976; and Oxaal and Mutchler, 

1971. 

Given the economically-derived definition of develop

ment, a series of communication research projects were con

ducted. For example, Rogers and Danziger (1965) in Colum

bia, Fry (1964) in Turkey, and Inkles and Smith (1974) in 

their six nations investigation showed that the mass media 

were not necessarily the "do it all" as was proposed by the 

old paradigm, although it was in the front rank along with 

the school and the factory as inculcators of individual mod

ernization. Other field experiments (Golding, 1974, 39-53; 

Inayatullah, 1976; Beltran, 1975, 187-193; Baghouti, 1975, 

418-424; and Neurath, 1962, 275-283), although showing a 

correlation between mass media and modernization variables, 

did not prove causality. Rogers and Shoemaker (1971) con

cluded that the effect of mass media of communication in 

facilitating development was often indirect and contributory 

rather than direct and powerful. This finding was, however, 

qualified in that the media, the message, the audience, and 

the nature of the intended effects do play an important role 

in generalizing their findings. 

In all these criticisms of the dominant paradigm, none 

has argued that the mass media of communications could not 
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be a change agent if used properly. The major flaws in the 

1960s and 1970s were those of operationalization of concepts 

and the direction of mass media research. Also, past re

search has frequently focused on identifying opinion leaders 

in mass audiences and investigating their role in the inter

personal transmission of mass media messages without study

ing where and how the opinion leaders got their messages and 

to whom such messages are disseminated by the opinion 

leaders. 

Mass Media: A Change Agent? 

Communication does not cause change or assure 
stability in the way that oxidation causes heat or 
the way perception of danger causes the arousal of 
the autonomic nervous system. (Whiting, 1976, 
199) 

Communication is neither universally causal of change 

nor forever irrelevant to it (Whiting, 1976, 192). Problems 

arise in the analysis of communication and change when 

social scientists attempt to mix levels of analysis, first 

by operationalization of the major concepts in the commun

ication process; second, by conflating the present content 

of the messages with the potentials of message exchange; and 

third, from limiting consideration of communication to the 

mediated channels under elite control. 

Nisbet (1969, 270-340) has proposed the following gen

eralization as being germane to change or empirical testing. 
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(See also Whiting, 1976, 194-195 for a supporting argument.) 

(a) Fixity is normal—change is neither norm
al, ubiquitous, nor constant. 

(b) Change involves crisis—both to get people 
to give up old values, relations, and habits and in 
the impact it has upon their lives. 

(c) Understanding fixity is vital to under
standing change. 

(d) Directionality in change is in the eye of 
the beholder. 

(e) Change is discontinuous. 
(f) Change is more often induced from without 

than from within. 
(g) There is no necessity in change nor is 

change irreversible. 
(h) The causes of change are not uniform 

across history. 

While Nisbet (1969, 270) may have been skeptical about 

the role of communication in the change process, he does not 

show that the role of communication in effecting change in a 

particular situation is impossible. Instead, he demon

strates that communication is one means, and not necessarily 

always the most important one, in bringing about change. 

The relative importance of communications in change cannot 

be separated from a given society in which change is being 

investigated or attempted (Whiting, 1976, 196). 

Change therefore requires a reference point; those shar

ing in the change process must also share a common memory of 

how conditions used to be, and a perspective is required 

before change can be conceived. The effects of communica

tion in the change process are therefore not attributable to 

their natural consequences; rather, communication involves a 
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special kind of human action, action that is mediated by a 

semantic process which may be partly controllable by the 

receiver. This is not to say that the receiver must under

stand the full intentions and motivations of the sender or 

source, but there should be some understanding and recogni

tion of meaning (Bransford and McCarrell, 1972). Communi

cation works when the activities of the sender and receiver 

mesh and result in- outcomes that are predictable on the 

basis of the shared structure of meaning, which were pre

requisites to the communication effort in the first place 

(Lewis, 1969). In other words, as Whiting puts it. 

If communication causes action in the brute 
world it does so by first passing though the sym
bolic worlds of both the sender and receiver. 
(1976, 200) 

Whiting (1976, 200) stresses further that communication 

causes change only to the extent that it modifies people's 

symbolic repertoire or activates some dormant part of that 

repertoire. Perron (1972, 134), while agreeing on the pos

sibility of communication as a change agent, stresses the 

fact that it is possible to change what people do, not by 

changing what is inside them but by changing the circum

stances and conditions under which they act. The peasants' 

productivity level can be changed therefore by changing the 

premises under which they must operate, by constructing and 

transmitting messages to reflect that change process. 
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Whiting (1976, 206-208) has suggested some basic guide

lines for those who wish to use communication to effect 

change: 

(1) Examine the problem to determine whether 
messages can most effectively be directed at a mass 
audience or to various specialized subaudiences who 
are in charge of key contextual constraints. 

(2) Since messages only work through their 
impact on symbols systems in the receiver and since 
they are themselves only constituted of symbols, 
the selection and arrangement of symbols are what 
will determine the success of the message. 

(3) In order for the right message to be con
structed, there must be an inquiry phase into the 
nature of the audience. 

(4) Slow change through the repetition of mes
sages often is all that is hoped for, or even all 
that is thought possible, whereas the development 
and transmission of the right messages to the right 
audiences could effect rapid and dramatic change. 

VJhile this is not a rekindling of the late 50s or the 

60s, this author is of the opinion that because of the per

vasiveness of the mass media of communication, the role of 

the media in developing an atmosphere favorable to integra

tion can be explored. The assumption here is that the 

knowledge gained from the use of the media will in turn 

generate certain behavior such as participating in societal 

activities, accepting other members outside one's own com

munities or ethnic groupings, and legitimizing the various 

governmental institutions. 

Lippman (1921) suggests that the "picture in our heaas" 

is mainly constructed from the pictures that we get from the 

mass media. Since then other researchers have refined 
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Lippman's notion and have further investigated how specific 

media contents can lead to the construction of related 

social realities. "Enculturation" or "cultivation" research 

involves investigation of how media can influence our per

ception of the facts, norms, and values of society through 

selective presentation and by emphasizing or de-emphasizing 

certain themes (Gerbner, et al., 1979 and 1980). And since 

for most of us, the media, particularly television and 

radio, are the main sources of information about our social, 

economic, and political environment, the main assumption is 

that this influence can be quite pervasive (Tan, 1980). 

The pervasiveness of the mass media today leads millions 

of people to devote considerable amounts of their time to 

these media. For example in the United States, about 98% of 

households have television; 99% have radio and most automo

biles are equipped with one; about 77%-86% read newspapers, 

spending about three hours reading newspapers a week (1980 

Directory of Publication, 4-20). Considering the vast net

work of communications reaching an equally vast audience, it 

would seem that the beliefs, opinions, and attitudes re

flected in the mass media are in themselves reflected in the 

audience attending to these media. 

Mass Media In Nigeria 

In most African countries, mass media are not distrib

uted to the degree in which they are in more developed 
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nations. For example, in Nigeria, where the illiteracy rate 

is very high, broadcast media (especially since the intro

duction of portable and transistor radios) are common, but 

sparsely distributed. There are approximately 3.5 million 

radio sets, 150,000 television sets, 686,000 daily news

papers in circulation, and approximately 2 million weekly 

and monthly magazines in circulation (Ogilvy, Benson, and 

Mather, 1976) for a population of almost 97 million people. 

The Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria has established 

state stations in each of the nineteen states of the Federa

tion, in addition to the already existing stations previous

ly owned by the four former regions of the country. There 

is also a national Nigerian Television Authority that has 

now acquired the sole management of all television stations, 

formerly owned by the states in Nigeria. At present, there 

are 19 television stations in Nigeria with a tethered 

balloon system of network service, and telephone services 

attached to this infrastructure, and a geostationary satel

lite broadcasting system for the West African region 

(Ugboujah, 1980, 14-15). 

No doubt the leaders of Nigeria are aware of the vital 

role of the media in a developing polity, but the history of 

the media in Nigeria, especially the press, has not been too 

rosy. As Coker (1968) points out, the success of the 

î ^̂ kail 
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Nigerian press can only be attributed to its role in social 

services, as a political weapon, as a custodian of the his

torical chronicling of events, and as a guardian and cham

pion of the people's rights and liberties. However, Coker 

emphasizes that on economic grounds, the press has been a 

total failure. This assessment is only a reinforcement of 

Wilbur Schramm (1968, i) that in developing nations news

papers are born in idealism and live in frustration. This 

view is also affirmed in Omu's 1978 study. Press and 

Politics in Nigeria 1880-1937. However, the size and the 

activities of the communication agencies may also reflect 

the economic development of a society (Ugboujah 1980, 17 and 

Essien, 1968, 3). 

While it is easy to calculate media ownership and to 

determine how many people have radios or television sets, or 

even how many newspapers or magazines are in circulation, it 

is very difficult to calculate or determine usage patterns. 

For example, in most Third World countries, newspapers pur

chased by one person may be read by several persons. Simi

larly, one television or radio may serve a multitude of per

sons who do not necessarily stay under one roof (Ainslie, 

1966, 36-37 and Mytton 1983, 32). While there is a great 

disparity between developed and underdeveloped countries as 

to television or radio ownership, or newspaper or magazine 

sales, there may not necessarily be differences, at least 
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proportionately, in the usage pattern of these media. Gen

erally, however, a typical media audience is likely to be 

young, to be "town" dwellers, to have had at least some 

education, to be employed, and to be male (Mytton, 1983, 

33). A majority of those who have access to the media usu

ally become opinion leaders, as they may be more informed 

and are more likely to discuss public affairs issues. 

Media content in Nigeria, for example, is marked by a 

certain degree of uniformity. A considerable amount of 

attention is paid to national sentiment and symbols in the 

handling of the news. There is a great deal of exhortation 

of effort for the good of the nation as a whole, and prom

inence is given to the speeches and activities of the coun

try's leaders. This is particularly true because of the 

differences in ethnic settings and ideologies. The mass 

media are expected, to a greater or lesser degree, to sup

port the national government. However, in Nigeria where 

states may operate their own media, positions taken by the 

states are reflected in their editorial comments and the 

prioritization of news items and therefore the positioning 

of such news items. 

In the majority of cases, electronic mass media belong 

to and are controlled by government. In 1982, for example, 

there were only three privately-owned commercial radio 

stations on the entire continent of Africa (World Radio-TV 
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Handbook, 1982). In 1975, Wilcox (38) listed 71 newspapers 

in independent black African countries, of which all but 20 

were in the hands of governments or ruling parties. Seven 

of these 20 were Nigerian. The point here is that with an 

almost exclusive control of the media by the government, the 

media can be and usually have been used to foster the devel

opment of integrative behaviors. 

The hypothesis that our perception of social realities 

can be learned from the mass media is well supported. For 

example, Bandura (1977) explains in his social learning 

theory how we acquire specific information response tenden

cies and values by simple observation. Learning by obser

vation, according to Bandura, is mediated by attentional, 

retention, motor reproduction, and motivational processes. 

However, sensory capacities, arousal level, perceptual set, 

and past reinforcement history of the observer also deter

mine attention (Tan, 1980). Response tendencies are learned 

and performed to the extent that they have reinforcement 

value. So when we generalize media information to our en

vironment, then the media has guided the construction of our 

social realities (Osaghae, 1981, 75). 

The role of mass media in political socialization has 

been the focus of many political communication researchers 

over the years. The mass media provide important informa

tion about candidates, issues, societal problems, and 
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proposed solutions to these problems, which then become the 

basis for deciding which candidate to vote for, which solu

tion to favor, or which influence strategy to adopt. But in 

socialization research, efforts are directed towards the 

identification of the sources of influence and the nature of 

the influence, which in most cases are in the direction of 

support for and stabilization of the system (Brim, Jr., 1960 

and Tan and Vaughn, 1976, 276). Most political socializa

tion researchers have suggested that this process is gener

ally consensual, homogeneous, and supportive (Dawson and 

Prewitt, 1969). Also, Marx (1967) suggests that "being 

plugged into the channels of communication is associated 

with increased militancy." 

Political knowledge (which is synonymous with public 

affairs knowledge in the election context) is conceived as 

the individual 's possession of accurate information about 

political actors, issues, and events relevant to a campaign 

for public office. Knowledge is typically defined in terms 

of (1) recall of candidates' names, personal characteris

tics, and qualifications; (2) identification of election 

issues and current campaign developments; and (3) recogni

tion between candidates and issue positions. The impact of 

general mass media campaign communication on gains in 

knowledge has been inferred in numerous voting studies, 

based on recurrent findings of a moderate association 
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between media exposure and campaign-related knowledge (Atkin 

and Gantz, 1976, 231-237; Trenaman and McQuail, 1961; 

McClure and Patterson, 1974, 3-31; and Tan and Vaughn, 1976, 

277). In studies involving the level of participation there 

is, for example, a positive relation among the level of edu

cation, psychological involvement, and communal activities 

in the modes of democratic participation in five nations— 

the U.S., India, Nigeria, Japan, and Austria (Verba, et al., 

1971). In other words, education (knowledge) has a positive 

relationship with the level of communal activities. Lerner 

(1958) also found a positive relationship among mass media 

exposure, urbanization, and the level of political partici

pation. 

Since there is general agreement among political social

ization and communication researchers that the mass media of 

communications play a key role in the acquisition of polit

ical knowledge in a society, in countries such as Nigeria, 

this tool cannot be disregarded. The formulation of certain 

acceptable political symbols that will foster political in

tegration can be learned, therefore, from these media. 

Political Participation 

Oba Eware of the Benin Empire said that if he had known 

that acquiescence was a curse, he would have asked for for

giveness. In other words, it was the non-participation of 

his citizens that finally led to his demise. The corollary 
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of this assumption is that, no matter what political system 

is being analyzed, citizen participation, whether in a 

democratic, socialist, feudal or totalitarian system, is of 

paramount importance not only for system maintenance, but 

also for stability and integration. 

The furor that always exists in the study of political 

participation is not over whether political participation is 

bad or good; rather, it usually centers around the develop

ment of a universally acceptable definition of the concept. 

On the one hand, participation in the traditional Western-

democratic notion involves activities which result in effec

tive control over political leaders by citizens acting upon 

rational and informed judgment about major policy alterna

tives (Almond and Verba, 1965, 338). On the other hand, 

participation is viewed by others as a process whereby cit

izens are manipulated and coerced into hyperactive support 

of the policies of self-appointed leaders who are totally 

impervious to public opinion (Friedrich and Brzezinski, 

1965, 161-171). Little (1976, 437) describes yet another 

model for participation as real and psychologically satis

fying to individual citizens but in fact based upon self-

deceit and the myth that such participation has an effect on 

government. This third model of participation is further 

supported by Ellul (1967, 196), when he claims that 

Democracy is good. To have democracy, the citizen 
must participate; thus, what I am doing is my form 
of participation, it is real. Not to do it would 
be to despair of everything. . . . 
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Almond and Verba (1965, 344-354) call this belief the 

"democratic myth of citizen competence." 

In the 1960s, emphasis was placed on the democratic 

context of participation, which according to Nelson (1987, 

104) "is the upward flow of influence that shapes government 

agendas and determines policies." The new dimension in the 

definition of participation (which includes protest and vio

lence) was widely regarded by most scholars, (for example. 

Nelson, 1987, 104) as the antithesis of participation, sig

nifying the absence and breakdown of "political institutions 

and processes." The traditional definition. Nelson claims, 

is "an inherently desirable goal and a means to other goals; 

it protects liberty, promotes equality and encourages 

stability." 

The proponents of this view regard participation in a 

non-democratic setting as evil, or a fad, since such parti

cipation is not exercised out of the individual's free will. 

When this type of definitional approach is discussed, the 

Soviet Union is usually the system under analysis. Sharlet 

(1969) holds that there are three essential characteristics 

in discussing participation, viz: 

(1) it must arise out-of a feeling of 
"efficacy" (or "subjective competence," Almond and 
Verba, 1965). In other words, the individual 
believes his political behavior may be able to 
change the outcome of governmental decision. 

(2) it must be voluntary to the extent that 
citizens have a meaningful choice as to whether to 
participate or not. Not only is participation 
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allowed, the process for participation must be 
institutionalized to the point where participation 
is facilitated, and 

(3) it must be effective in producing a signi
ficant and relevant responsiveness on the part of 
the political system. 

Sharlet (1969), in his examination of the Soviet Union, 

found that these essential characteristics were not met by 

the Soviet system of political arrangement, and concluded 

that the comparative discussion of participation has no 

relevance to the Soviet Union. Other social scientists, 

(Hazard, 1964; Meyer, 1965; and Raymond, 1968) have contend

ed that a more suitable concept exists in the comparative 

discussion of participation. They categorize it as "mobili

zation." They claim that in the Soviet Union, "transmission 

belts" are developed for the communication and implementa

tion of the policies of the elites, thereby developing a 

system that can mobilize its population to fulfill the 

objectives of the party elites rather than permitting the 

population to participate in defining and implementing the 

objectives. Almond and Verba (1965, 168) classify this 

phenomenon as "obedient participation," in other words, the 

political behavior of subjects rather than citizens. 

In a detailed analysis of these two concepts--participa-

tion and mobilization--Little (1976, 437-457) provides a 

great deal of comparison of the two systems focusing on the 

types of activities that constitute traditional participa

tion as enumerated by Verba and Nie (1972, 31). This list 
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includes voting; campaign activities; membership in local, 

communal, and political organizations; discussion of politi

cal issues with others; and political contributions. Little 

(1976, 453-455), while stressing the inadequacy in the def

inition of the term "participation," agrees that over the 

years, it has undergone incremental redefinition (e.g., 

Brzezinski and Huntington, 1964, 220 and Verba and Nie, 

1972, 2-3), which offers a definition that strips participa

tion of its ideological content. Brzezinski and Huntington 

define participation as "the involvement of individual cit

izens in collective political activities related to the 

functions performed by the formal institutions of the polit

ical system." Using this definition. Little (1976, 437-457) 

concluded that participation exists in systems in which par

ticipation has virtually no impact on the recruitment of 

political leaders or the generation of national policy. 

This mass participation is good for the individual because 

it allows the individual to generate input into the system 

regardless of the overt purposes or ultimate consequences of 

the involvement (Verba and Nie, 1972) and is good for system 

maintenance aside from any impact of the recruitment of 

leaders or the articulation of policy (Almond and Verba, 

1965 and Edelman, 1967). 

A new dimension of participation that is often put aside 

or regarded by traditionalists as an antithesis of partici

pation is the non-democratic form of participation, such as 
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protest demonstrations and violent activities. In Nelson's 

words, "it [participation] may range from civil conversa

tions and orderly voting to riotous rebellion." Even with 

the addition of this new dimension, Milbrath's (1965) def

inition of participation—which is "behavior which affects 

or is intended to affect the decisional outcomes of govern

ments"—remains the cornerstone for all contemporary defini

tions. As Nelson (1987, 105) has argued, Milbrath's defi

nition basically focuses on action, treating attitudes and 

values as possible determinants of participation but not 

participation itself. Emphasis is placed on the processes 

involving government, while excluding other external struc

tures that may be essential in the policy-making process 

(for example, the church in Nicaragua and the Philippines in 

the 1980s). Further, Milbrath holds that participation is 

usually preceded by certain stimuli—such as mass communica

tion, political discussions, voting and campaigning, and 

actual running for public office. Protest, according to 

Milbrath, is the poor man's tool and such an act is an ex

traordinary form of participation and does not fall within 

the realm of participation. In his hierarchy of activities, 

Milbrath lists protest as the least effectivce form of de

manding changes in the political system. 

The literature on social change portrays the spread of 

education, communication, urbanization, the cash economy. 

M, 
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geographic mobility, and voluntary associations as mechan

isms for promoting broader participation. But the short

coming of this body of literature is the playing down of 

the consequences that may also create a disruptive social 

arrangement. 

Verba, Nie, and Kim (1978) define participation as "the 

means by which the interests, desires, and demands of the 

ordinary citizen are communicated." In previous defini

tions, participation has always been regarded as unidimen-

sional, but they argue that the inability to understand the 

fluctuation in the rate of participation is largely due to 

this misconception. For them (1978, 8) participation is 

multidimensional. 

The belief that participation is multidimensional is of 

course reflected in the social/psychological theories of 

frustration/aggression and relative deprivation. Gurr 

(1970, 6-7) claims that violence is the outcome of intense 

collective relative deprivation. In other words, as the gap 

between value expectation and value capability widens, peo

ple within that given polity may become frustrated and the 

propensity for violence increases. This line of thought, 

for which Gurr has become famous, hinges on socioeconomic 

deprivation. Such a point of view can also be found in the 

writings of Feierabend (1966, 249-271), Tanter (1965, 159-

184), Rummel (1963), and Bwy (1968, 17-66). This control 
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proposition is at least partly rejected by Barnes and Kaase 

(1979). Using protest as part of participation, they found, 

contrary to Gurr's assertion, that economic deprivation or a 

personal level of deprivation is largely unrelated to 

socioeconomic level. They therefore conclude that while 

there is evidence that those who feel severely deprived are 

somewhat more protest prone than those who feel extremely 

satisfied, the relationship is very weak and is overshadowed 

by other factors — such as age and the individual 's ideolog

ical conceptualization (Barnes and Kaase, 1979, 390); more 

succinctly. 

It is difficult to dismiss entirely the relevance 
of dissatisfaction to political action. But it is 
clear that the former lies far back in the causal 
chain, that the translation process is crucial, and 
that other more proximate influences condition the 
extent and the form of political action. (396) 

They also conclude that unconventional participation (such 

as protest and violence) is only an extension of more con

ventional forms of participation. 

While the definition of participation has created a body 

of literature--usually expanding Milbrath's definition of 

participation and thereby creating dissent from various 

authors--the consequences, as might be expected, have gen

erated different points of view also. In the study of the 

consequences of participation, efforts are usually directed 

toward the relationship between participation and equality, 

that is, under what conditions must certain individuals. 
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groups, or organizations participate in the political ar

rangement; participation and economic growth, that is, who 

must get what and how much; and participation and stability 

or instability, that is, does participation have the capa

city to generate system legitimacy and hence stability or 

does participation imply the propensity for violence and 

hence instability? 

The conventional definition of participation creates a 

directional approach in that it posits that participation 

generates equality (both social and economic), national 

economic growth, and stability as a result of strengthened 

commitment and legitimacy. Conversely, those opposed to the 

inclusion of "unconventional" participation feel that regime 

responses can trigger a wave of counter violence and as a 

result instability may develop. Studies conducted by Nelson 

(1987, 307) indicate that for those who do not value parti

cipation as an inherent good, the government's response, not 

the act of participation itself, is crucial. Simply put, 

"any formal obstacle can be circumvented if one has the 

right patron or the right amount of money" to influence 

those who make policies. 

While Verba, et al. (1978) feel that widespread partici

pation may intensify group conflict and lead or contribute 

to instability, they note, however, that the strongest fac

tor in increasing mass participation on the basis of socio

economic characteristics is "well-structured cleavages." 
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The establishment of such cleavages will not only allow for 

a more equitable distribution of the societal resources, but 

also for a cohesive society with minimal friction. Similar

ly, a broader participation as Mayer and Burnett (1977, 42) 

put it allows government to claim legitimacy because 

the ease with which society manages to consolidate 
into a relatively cohesive unit and bring under 
control whatever centrifugal forces threaten it 
seems to be positively related to its willingness 
to admit a wider range of interest and people to 
share in the decision-making process. 

Similarly, Vengroff (1974, 308) found that self-help 

projects that generate mass participation, at least at the 

local level, not only satisfy local demands, but also 

increase support for national political authority. 

In most developing countries, participation may be 

equated with mobilization. Participation in the context of 

developing nations, especially in African and Asian coun

tries and to some extent in Latin American countries, is 

regarded as, in the words of Almond and Verba (1965, 117-

126), subject participation. That is, individuals within 

these societies are more interested not in the input of 

decisionmakers, but in the output generated by these 

decisionmakers. 

There are of course broad and narrow definitions of 

mobilization. In the narrow concept of mobilization, Rigby 

(1964, 553-554) sees mobilization as a generation of public 

support for particular political decisions, and Little 
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(1976, 444) sees mobilization, in its broad sense, as long-

range and general processes of adaptation to social and 

political changes. This later conceptualization is in 

conformity with Deutsch's assertion (1961, 494) that social 

mobilization is 

the process in which major clusters of old social, 
economic and psychological commitments are eroded 
or broken and people become available for new pat
terns of socialization and behavior. 

Huntington authenticated this broader definition of mobili

zation as 

a change in the attitudes, values and expectations 
of people from those associated with the tradition
al world to those common to the modern world. It 
is a consequence of literacy, education, increased 
communication, mass media exposure and urbaniza
tion . 

In developing nations, therefore, as Little (1976, 44) has 

asserted, more specific mobilizational processes are of 

greater relevance and interest in furthering mass political 

participation. This line of thought is supported by Nie, et 

al. (1969, 366 and 813-814) who point out that in the U.S., 

a great majority of all types of voluntary 
organizations. . . . is the most significant source 
of participation in political activities . . . and 
. . . those who are organizationally involved 
participate in politics at rates far greater than 
citizens who are not involved. 

They conclude therefore that "in every nation [studied] 

organizational involvement is the strongest predictor of 

participation." 
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In the advanced Western democracies, much of the impetus 

for political participation is usually not the result of 

individual motives of the citizens, but rather a result of 

mobilization by a variety of institutional and social agen

cies (Little, 1976, 445). Compared to developing nations, 

the process by which these occur is usually very different. 

The majority of developing nations are characterized by 

either one party systems or military regimes. The process 

of mobilization for mass political participation becomes 

very important for regime legitimacy. Sometimes in assess

ing the level of political participation in developing na

tions, studies (Almond and Verba, 1965, 194-196) have shown 

a positive relationship between feelings of efficacy and the 

individual's evaluation of governmental output, except (in 

the Almond and Verba studies) in Mexico, where "a highly 

active sense of participation and patriotism coexists with a 

low evaluation of actual governmental performance." 

Conversely, however. Inkles (1969, 1131) found no sig

nificant relationship between feelings and judgments about 

government and the level of participation, as is explicated 

below: 

Good citizens are not necessarily happy, approving, 
or satisfied. In some countries the men who are 
informed, interested, and fully participate in the 
political process may also be alienated, anomic, 
and hostile. In some settings those manifesting 
such disgruntlement may be mainly expressing deep 
seated personality tendencies, but in other hands 
they are making objective judgments perfectly con
sistent with their expectations as good citizens. 
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Mobilization, therefore, in developing nations as in the 

Soviet Union, may be intense, overt, and heavily promoted by 

governmental agencies or parties for the output of the po

litical system, but in Western democracies, mobilization (in 

the form of public relations) is usually more subtle and 

decentralized, which according to Little (1976, 445) "occurs 

principally through organizational and social influences." 

Political Integration 

One way of coping with social diversity is to use 
forceful means to suppress and eradicate it; an
other is to search out institutional arrangements 
that will encourage dialogue, unblock communica
tions channels, keep political and governmental 
leaders on their toes, facilitate the articulation 
and aggregation of conflicting interests and in 
these ways create a sense of political efficacy 
while building national unity out of ethnic diver
sity. (LaPalombara and Weiner, 1966, 418) 

Nowhere else is this prescription more relevant today 

than in Nigeria where the forces of economic and social 

inequalities, religious beliefs, and cultural and ethnic 

differences have literally torn the nation apart. 

When the final division of the colonial territories was 

ratified at the Berlin Conference in 1885 by the Imperial 

Powers, Nigeria existed as three separate political enti

ties: the Colony and Protectorate of Southern Nigeria, the 

Protectorate of Northern Nigeria, and the Crown Colony--

Lagos and its suburbs (Awolowo, 1947, 47). All three zones 

were administered under separate authorities until 1914 when 
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they were amalgamated and became the Colony and Protectorate 

of Nigeria (Ostheimer, 1973, 1-4). 

The efforts of the British to develop Nigeria into an 

integrated nation after the amalgamation in 1914 were con

tinued by the Nigerian political, religious, and cultural 

leaders on the attainment of independence in 1960, but to no 

avail. 

The most important question, therefore, to which a 

solution has not yet been found for Nigeria is how a society 

can hold itself together when it is made up of conflicting 

ethnic groups, each having its own interests and values. In 

almost all multi-ethnic nations in the world today, there 

seems to be constant strife because of differences in 

values, resources, and aspirations. Ethnic conflicts, 

behaviors which have become serious threats to the survival 

of modern nations, occur because of differences regarding 

the nature of ethnic relations, the control of central gov

ernment, the terms of ethnic cooperation, insufficient or 

inequitably distributed national resources, and political 

authority that cannot be granted to everyone or every group 

(Lindbloom, 1977, 140-144). The overall view here is that 

ethnic differences lead to the struggle for who controls 

what. In other words, political leaders tend to exploit 

ethnic differences in their inter-elite struggles to satisfy 

their own personal ambitions. This generalization is 
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consistent with the thought of such scholars as Geertz 

(1967), Jacob and Toscano (1964), Deutsch and Foltz (1966), 

Outright (1969), and Goldsworthy (1982) that "national po

litical arrangements in Africa and the Third World countries 

are seriously impeded by a conflicting relationship between 

ethnicity and integration" (Morrison, 1983, 446). 

Conversely, Morrison and Stevenson, using the Ashante 

tribe of Ghana as an example, is of the opinion that ethnic

ity does not necessarily prevent integration. He claims 

they "often work in tandem and constitute an integral part 

of systemic change" (1972, 902-927). That is, ethnicity and 

integration "coexist and to a certain extent, manifest a 

reciprocal relationship." What Morrison may have overlooked 

is the fact that there is a difference between political 

integration and functional integration. Political integra

tion bears on the principle of total acceptance—the prin

ciple of "ours" rather than "theirs"—while functional 

integration may result from coercion or force, or worse 

still the acceptance of the system out of frustration, with 

the emphasis being "theirs" rather than "ours." The latter 

is especially so in groups which do not share a common cul

ture or identity (Marenin, 1978, 641). 

Furthermore, LaPalombara and Weiner (1966, 413) distin

guish between national integration and process integration 

by asserting that national integration implies the aoility 
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"of a government to control the territory under its juris

diction as well as a set of popular attitudes toward the 

nation. . ., a willingness to place national above local or 

parochial concern." Process integration is "the regulari-

zation of structure and process whereby the discrete ele

ments in a given national territory are brought into mean

ingful participation in the political system." 

While LaPalombara and Weiner (1966, 413) have indicated 

that these two forms of integration are closely related, 

they also agree that it is possible to have national inte

gration without process integration. The division of the 

colonial territory, which was ratified at the Berlin Confer

ence in 1885, pretty well established the territorial inte

gration that LaPalombara and Weiner refer to above. With 

the exception of territoral disputes between Libya and Chad 

on the one hand and between Morocco, Algeria, and Mauretan-

ia; Ethiopia and Somalia; and Iraq and Iran on the other 

hand in the eighties, nations in most of the developing 

world have come to accept these divisions as relevant to 

their nationhood, despite cultural and ethnic diversities. 

As it is often said, "having made Italy, we must now make 

Italians." This comment is applicable to most developing 

nations, especially in areas such as Ghana, Nigeria, Sene

gal, and Cameroon where there are cultural, ethnic, and 

linguistic differences. The issue that most governments m 
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developing nations have to wrestle with hinges around not 

only the control over the nation's territory but also the 

issue of subjective loyalties. 

Morrison (1983, 447), while defining integration "as the 

nature and degree of linkages that arise between the nation

al government and a variety of subnational units," claims 

that integration can and does flourish in ethnically diverse 

states. Such linkages according to him occur as a result of 

interaction (positive or negative) between and within ethnic 

groups, which lead to greater acceptance of the national 

government ("supportive behaviors and knowledge" are usually 

exhibited). The problems inherent in the development of 

national consciousness, which is the most important process 

of national integration, appear to be overlooked. In cate

gorizing national integration, Weiner (1971, 643-669) 

identified and isolated five meanings of the concept: the 

change from cultural diversity to national identification; 

the establishment of a central political authority; the 

linkage of the elite and the masses; minimum value consen

sus; and a capacity for action toward a common goal. This 

categorization Weiner thought was sufficient to explain what 

holds a nation together irrespective of cultural and ethnic 

differences. The political integration process and national 

integration or nation building as aspects of political de

velopment are not only multidimensional, but are also holis

tic, goal seeking processes (Marenin, 1978, 642). 
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While integration can be defined from several perspec

tives, Ake (1967, 8-11) identified certain illustrative 

elements that can be found in an integrated society. These 

include the level of legitimacy, extra-constitutional behav

ior, the level of political violence, secessionist demand, 

alignment patterns, bureaucratic ethos, and the functions of 

designated authorities. He concludes by defining political 

integration as "a system in which the minimal units (indi

vidual political actors) develop in the course of political 

interaction a pool of commonly accepted norms regarding pol

itical behavior and a commitment to the political behavior 

patterns legitimized by these norms." Commitment to these 

norms channels the flow of exchanges (inputs and outputs, 

actions and reactions, expectations and responses) among 

interacting political actors. 

We know of no system that has "perfect" integration—a 

situation in which the society is held together entirely by 

normative consensus. On the other end of the spectrum, a 

society would be minimally integrated and fragile if its 

subjects obey the rulers not out of a sense of commitment to 

the system's values but only because they are obliged to do 

so. However, a society where political exchanges are not 

regulated by a common normative culture may be said to be 

malintegrated or disintegrated. In such a society, emphasis 

is on effective rather than on legitimate means for pursuing 
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political goals. Conversely, a highly integrated society 

would place emphasis on legitimate rather than on effective 

means of achieving political goals. Hence, Ake's definition 

of political integration as 

. . . a system in which the minimal units (individ
ual political actors) develop in the course of pol
itical interaction a pool of commonly accepted 
norms regarding political behavior and a commitment 
to political behavior patterns legitimized by these 
norms. (1967, 11) 

can be extended to reflect a situation in which institutions 

are set up to give positive reinforcement to those political 

interactions, thus giving a picture of a politically inte

grated society. 

Political integration according to Morrison (1983, 447) 

is the linkages between the national government and several 

of its subunits (individuals and otherwise), which generate 

an atmosphere whereby citizens of a given polity may jointly 

develop interactive mechanisms that may foster integrative 

tendencies. 

While Morrison (1983, 447), Johnson (1971), and Hayward 

(1971) may not have distinguished between national integra

tion and functional integration, suffice it to say that pol

itical (functional or process) integration may be fostered 

by the amount of information available to the citizens of a 

given polity. While it is equally possible to argue that an 

informed society may also have the tendency to resent gov

ernmental policies or develop negative attitudes toward 
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government or other people from different ethnic settings 

(Greenberg, 1970, 333-335; Marx, 1967), in most developing 

nations where the media of communication, for example, are 

wholely owned by the government and stringent rules are made 

to control or censor information disseminated by these med

ia, information generated is usually either supportive of 

governmental actions or propagandistic in nature. While 

there is a general consensus on the effects of the mass med

ia in national development as a result of exposure to these 

media, participation in societal affairs that is generated 

from such exposure is germane to political integration. In 

other words, the knowledge gained from the exposure to the 

mass media will influence the level of participation or non-

participation . 

Problems of Political Integration 

Despite an all-encompassing definition of political 

integration, problems arise from two interlocking perspec

tives : 

(1) How can the state to be integrated arrive at 

commonly accepted symbols of political behavior from the 

diverse groups of its citizens? 

(2) How can the state increase the normative consensus 

required for the governing of political behavior among mem

bers of the political system or state so as to create a 

stable political system? 
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There are numerous factors that can be cited as being 

responsible for the malintegration in Africa. Osei-Kwame 

(1980, 18-28) discusses in detail several of these factors, 

ranging from the newness of the states to what he calls 

"Internal Colonialism." 

Similarly, several hypotheses have been rendered or sug

gested for political integration in Africa. These include 

the functionalist thesis, which suggests that exposure to 

factors of modernization will diffuse ethnic antagonism and 

increase political participation (Almond and Verba, 1963; 

Lerner, 1958; Parsons, 1964; Mitchell, 1956; and Cohen, 

1967). However, social scientists such as Uchendu (1979), 

Mercier (1965), and Osei-Kwame (1980), oppose this proposi

tion on the grounds that there are no empirical studies to 

support their claims and secondly, in most advanced coun

tries such as the U.S.A., Belgium, or the United Kingdom, 

politics is usually played along ethnic lines (e.g., Polish, 

Jewish, Hispanic American voting blocks). They also argue 

that most of the ethnically based associations are organized 

and flourish in urban areas, where modernization is assumed 

to have taken place or is currently taking place (Sklar, 

1963 and Offodile, 1947). 

Unipartism or the single party system. In many devel

oping nations of Africa, there is a growing feeling that 

single parties are essential for the establishment of 
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political integration. LaPalombara and Weiner in their 

Political Parties and Political Development (1966) support 

this point of view with historical evidence from the case of 

German unification under the control of the Iron Chancellor 

and the Liberals, in which religious and social groups in 

opposition to their rulers were ruthlessly dealt with. In 

Italy, Cavour and his successors were able to tame any op

position to their style of rule. The successful achievement 

of this state of affairs, they held, was largely due to a 

strong national bureaucracy and national army. They further 

claim that in the developing countries of Africa, such a 

phenomenon is possible if the one-party system is not neces

sarily based on tribal, religious, and regional foundations 

as in the case of Nigeria, where the NPC and NPN were 

regarded as Hause-Falani (Moslem parties), the A.G. and UPN 

as Yoruba based parties, and the NCNC (after 1945) and NPP 

as Ibo and Christian based parties. 

Such situations in which multiparties emerge on region

al, tribal, or religious foundations create more disintegra

tion than they resolve. Given these circumstances, Emerson 

(1966, 250) concludes that although the one party structure 

is not a guarantee of national integration, it is a better 

tool for achieving it than is a structure with two or more 

parties . 

However, LaPalombara and Weiner (1966, 415) are quick to 

add that when a single party system is installed, there is 
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usually the difficulty of distinguishing between the govern

ment and the party. This is what Wallerstein (1961) calls 

governmentalization. The characteristic feature of this 

arrangement is that party work diminishes and loses its 

effectiveness in terms of functioning as an Instrument of 

political participation and recruitment, since the leaders 

of the party have now assumed bureaucratic roles. Conse

quently, any alienation is usually directed toward the 

single party, and loyalty to the nation is usually equated 

with loyalty to the single party. 

LaPalombara and Weiner (1966, 415) further argue that 

unless the single party attempts to merge the destructive 

cultural traits of the minority communities into a "national 

culture, or create a structure of unity in diversity," with 

the aim of establishing national loyalties (without elimin

ating subordinate cultures), the single-party approach to 

integration will lead to further disintegration. 

In Nigeria, for example, a single-party system has not 

been developed, and the prospect for such an occurance looks 

very dim, in that a single-party system could inhibit atti-

tudinal integration. Competitive party structure, it is 

felt, is apt to generate an atmosphere of responsibility and 

accountability, since mere lip-service may be necessary, but 

not sufficient, for continuance in power. 

However, other developing countries are now experiment

ing or have experimented with the single-party structure. 
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Such parties as the TANU party of Tanzania (now CCM-Chama 

Cha Mapinduzi), KANU of Kenya, the Malawi Congress Party, 

Seirra Leone People's Party, Convention Peoples Party of 

Ghana (under Nkrumah) (Hodgkins, 1961, 22) are good examples 

of unipartism set up in the hopes of achieving integration. 

The discussion or the further elaboration of- the failures 

and successes of these single-party structures in the devel

oping countries of Africa are in themselves tantamount to 

writing an entire book. They are therefore mentioned only 

as examples. Another attempted solution to the problems of 

integration (especially in the case of Nigeria) is the 

National Youth Service Corps. 

National youth service corps. The Nigerian National 

Youth Service Corps (NYSC) was an integrative organization 

established to foster the development of inter-ethnic trust, 

to eradicate illiteracy, and to render selfless service to 

the nation. The establishment of the NYSC was the brain

child of the military, who saw fit to mobilize a section of 

the urban population (university students) for the facilita

tion of the reconstruction and rehabilitation of the general 

populace after the civil war. 

Nigerian students and politics. The political passivity 

demonstrated by the Nigerian University students during the 

colonial period came to an end in the 1960s, when Great 

Britain tried to retain Her Majesty's influence over 



115 

Nigeria. An attempt was made to make Nigeria sign an Anglo-

Nigeria Defense Pact, which would have prevented Nigeria 

from building her own military. For the first time, univer

sity students jointly demonstrated against the pact and 

argued that the Defense Pact was tantamount to compromising 

Nigerian Independence and her foreign policy principle of 

positive neutrality (Olorunsola, 1977, 58). As further 

proof of university students' willingness to be politically 

active, they submitted to the late Prime Minister of Niger

ia, Sir Abubakar Tafewa Balewa, during his visit to the Uni

versity of Ibadan, in 1965, a proposal for the establishment 

of a Youth Volunteer Corps for both civil and military 

purposes. Balewa's response was "You are dangerous enough 

without a gun" (Agunbiade, 1973, 1). 

The military coup of 1966, which left certain members of 

government dead while others survived, fueled the road to 

the Nigerian civil war. At the University of Nigeria 

Nsukka, the idea of succession and the establishment of an 

independent Republic of Biafra was conceived and hatched. 

Students voluntarily enlisted in the army and fought against 

the federal government. 

There were similar occurrences on the federal side of 

the conflict. While university students opted to render 

their services to the Federal Military Government, General 

Gowon rejected their offer on the grounds that there were 
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enough non-student volunteers willing to defend the unity of 

Nigeria and that it would be too expensive to draft univer

sity students, taking into consideration the manpower needs 

of the country during and after the civil war for recon

struction and rehabilitation (Agunbiade, 1973, 1). 

The commissioning of a committee to investigate the 

feasibility of establishing an NYSC in 1968 was an outgrowth 

of the needs that arose during the war (Agunbiade, 1973, 2). 

Initially, the commission, which was headed by Timothy Omo-

Bare, was to focus on the plight of primary and secondary 

school graduates. The Commission recommended training these 

graduates in basic skills so as to reduce the level of 

unemployment among the well over 600,000 graduates of pri

mary schools. 

The five major national objectives to be accomplished by 

the establishment of the NYSC were 

(a) a united, strong and self-reliant nation; 
(b) a great and dynamic economy; 
(c) a just and egalitarian society; 
(d) a land of bright and full opportunities 

for all citizens; 
(e) a free and democratic society. (Federal 

Ministry of Information, 1970, 210-212) 

As Udom (1981, 146) reveals, these post-war national 

priorities reflected Nigeria's prewar social conditions of 

inequality and uneven development. The achievement of these 

objectives required a meticulous use of the available man

power. For the purpose of rapid development, elementary and 
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secondary school graduates had very little to offer, and the 

most appropriate place to turn to, therefore, became the 

universities—which were the trainers and suppliers of the 

skilled labor force. 

In a dramatic change of events, the Federal Military 

government decided against the original plan to establish 

the NYSC as a training organization for the elementary and 

secondary school graduates. Instead, it was to be estab

lished for graduates of institutions of higher learning. 

This dramatic change of events was highly criticized by the 

Nigerian University student representatives. Amidst student 

opposition, on 22 May 1973, Decree No. 24 was promulgated, 

making the NYSC mandatory for all graduating university 

students (Agunbiade, 1973, 2). In June of 1973, about 2,600 

graduating students were drafted into the NYSC in spite of 

opposition (Agunbiade, 1973, 2). The governance of the 

military has continued the merciless crackdown on student 

opposition groups and has created a politically passive 

student body. 

Charismatic leadership. Immanuel Wallerstein (1961, 87-

92) is of the opinion that the state's authority is facili

tated if the state's claims are put forward by someone whom 

the masses respect and trust. Apter (1963, 329-330) simi

larly argues that in a society undergoing social change, 

such as Ghana under Nkrumah, the individual's sense of 
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direction is usually uncertain. The only relief for many 

individuals was Nkrumah's charismatic personality, which 

provided psychological comfort. This prescription, however, 

overlooks the problems or constraints of interethnic sus

picion and conflict that may inhibit the emergence of such a 

generally accepted leader. Again, this proposition assumes 

the existence of ethnic solidarity, rather than an attempt 

to achieve solidarity through charismatic leadership. 

Worse still, there is the question as to what happens 

when such charismatic leaders die—Kenya is a good example. 

A strong dependence on a charismatic leader, such as Julius 

Nyerere of Tanzania, is likely to prevent the political 

recruitment of citizens who might be capable of replacing 

the existing leader. Another proposition to solving 

malintegration is bridging the elite-mass gap. 

Bridging the elite-mass gap. Edward Shils (1960, 265-

292) advocates bridging the gap between the elites and the 

masses as a solution to political integration. Shils con

siders modern nations to be dangerously polarized in favor 

of the elites and as a result the poor masses disintegrate 

into groups seeking to optimize their strength against the 

elitist government. This proposition explains the incidence 

of contemporary group rivalries in many nations, where nepo

tism, favoritism, and institutional discrimination remain 

endemic. Disintegration may not be due entirely to the 



119 

action of the masses, as events in most developing nations 

over the years have shown. For example, the most educated 

and economically well-off citizens tend to be those seeking 

fragmentation (North against South; intellectuals against 

the wealthy) of the political system. 

The theoretical propositions discussed above have gen

erated several models in an attempt to find what it is that 

keeps nations together despite their differences in terms o: 

culture, values, economic, social, and political beliefs. 

At the macro-level, aggregate data have been collected on 

civil disturbances, such as the frequency of intertribal 

wars or disputes, military coups, and the level of group 

struggle in administrative representation (Johnson, 1970; 

Rummel, 1972; and Morrison and Stevenson, 1972). At the 

micro-level, five models have been advanced. These are (1) 

the social network model, (2) the diffusion model, (3) the 

attitudinal or social distance model, (4) the communication 

model, and (5) the accomodation model. Each of these model: 

will now be examined on its merit. 

The social network-model. The social network model 

traces the pattern of social contacts, interaction, and com

munication linkages between individual persons and social 

groups within a given society. The focus there is usually 

on the density, frequency, durability, and direction of the 

observed interactions and the actors involved. Osei-Kwame 
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(1980, 39) observes that the social network model's short

coming stems from the fact that these methods usually do not 

evaluate the contents, feelings, and meanings that the 

actors attribute to their interactions. While stressing the 

importance of those "invisible" variables in political inte

gration, he agrees on the difficulties involved in measuring 

the so-called "invisible" variables. Cohen (1967, 112) how

ever, defends the use of the social network model in this 

extract: 

Often it is objective symbolic forms that generate 
the subjective experience of ethnicity and not the 
other way around. In terms of observable and ver
ifiable criteria, what matters sociologically is 
what people actually do, not what they subjectively 
think they do . . . [continuing, he says] Our 
subjective life is notoriously chaotic, whimsical, 
vague, shifty, and very largely unconscious. Most 
people are therefore only too happy to be assisted 
by "experts" or "leaders," parents or teachers of 
the culture they inherit, to find definite expres
sions for their uncertain ideas and feelings. When 
questioned, though, different men give different 
reasons for performing certain patterns of behav
ior, and the same man may give different reasons 
for performing the same act at different times. 

Attention therefore is focused on visible or reported 

interactions. 

The diffusion of economic development. This model 

focuses on the spatial distribution of modern amenities 

within a given polity. These include such items as tele

phone installations, industries, railroads, number of radios 

and television sets, roads, schools, and hospitals. Studies 
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(Soja, 1968 and Roden, 1974) have found that the more wide

spread these modern amenities, the more likely will inter

action and participation be generated within the society. 

Critics of this theory (e.g., Osei-Kwame, 1980) believe that 

citizen loyalties are usually "indirect and based on impres

sionist inferences from historical events." 

The attitudinal or social distance model. This model 

claims to focus on the attitude of the individual in a wider 

range of interactions that are both spatially available or 

unavailable to the researcher. In support of this model. 

Price (1973, 470) and Osei-Kwame (1980, 41-42) feel that not 

only is it important to know what people are thinking now, 

but to know also what they might do under a hypothetical 

situation. 

The limitation to this model, however, is that attitud

inal surveys deal only with the will to interact and not 

actual interaction. In other words, potential behavior not 

actual behavior is measured. This is not to say, however, 

that attitudinal surveys cannot be surrogate of political 

integration; rather, it could act as a complement to the 

social network model and enhance our proposition that cer

tain behavior can lead to political integration. 

Deutsch's communication model. Most analyses of politi

cal integration have borrowed heavily from the earlier works 

of Deutsch's communication model. The communication model 
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focuses on the use of the mass media, telecommunication, and 

available transportation as factors in the development of 

political integration. 

Critics of this model believe that using an increased 

number of telephones and telephone conversations, for exam

ple, as a measure of political integration does not reveal 

the content of the conversation; neither does it reflect 

harmonious relationships (Soja, 1968). However, the inclu

sion of other variables or factors, such as the number of 

radios, television sets, railroads and rails, roads, devel

oped waterways, and air transportation, makes up for the 

shortcomings emanating from the use of such limited 

variables. 

Cultural accomodation model. This model developed by 

Osei-Kwame (1980) focuses on inter-ethnic loyalty and inter

action and intra-group cohesion and loyalty. While Osei-

Kwame has added a new model to the study of political in

tegration, suffice it to say that nothing different was 

actually done that is not included in the models discussed 

earlier. In his study conducted in Kumasi, Ghana, he found 

that 95% of his respondents were integrated because of their 

willingness to be culturally adaptive and accommodative. 

This process cannot succeed without the development of an 

effective communications system. 

The position taken in this study is that to achieve 

national integration (ability of government to control the 
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territories under its jurisdiction), one must first develop 

a certain level of political integration--that is, the 

development of a certain level of consensus as to who gets 

what, how and when—in short, the distribution of the scarce 

national resources. When such a consensus has been devel

oped, it may then be possible to develop national integra

tion, which is the development of a national consciousness 

that may be generated from one's attitude toward self, the 

group, and the nation. 

Certain basic characteristics may be identified in an 

attempt to develop national consciousness (Marenin, 1978, 

644). An individual will be politically integrated when 

1) the individual's commitment to his own group 
does not present a salient identification as a 
member of a larger group. 

2) the individual exhibits tolerance for other 
groups, which may minimize differences and 
stereotypes and develop a high degree of communica
tions capacity with members of other subnational 
groups. 

3) the individual has a high esteem of his 
fellow citizens, and a willingness to sacrifice 
personal interests for the public good, and has 
support for the political institutions which govern 
the nation. 

The exhibition of these characteristics meets the general 

definition of political integration, which is 

. . . a system in which the minimal units (individ
ual political actors) develop in the course of 
political interaction a pool of commonly accepted 
norms regarding a political behavior and a commit
ment to political behavior patterns legitimized by 
these norms, in which institutions are set up to 
give positive reinforcement to those political 
interactions. 



CHAPTER V 

STUDENT DATA ANALYSIS 

In this chapter, the data from Nigerian student respon

ses to the questionnaire is discussed as it relates to each 

of the key concepts: media, participation, and integration. 

First, the pattern of student responses to the media ques

tions is arrayed by frequency distribution and by ethnic 

groups. Second, participation is discussed as it relates to 

Nigeria, and the aggregate data of the participation indica

tors, as well as the ethnic differences on these indicators, 

is presented. Finally, the marginal totals in the aggregate 

on the integration indicators are examined, and observations 

are made about the degree to which ethnic groups are more or 

less inclined to integrative attitudes. 

Mass Media Usage in Nigeria 

The literature reviewed on mass communication develop

ment shows two distinct views. First, mass communication 

development is often identified as a source of political 

instability (Feierabend, 1966; and Gurr, 1970, 3). It is 

usually argued that rapid increases in the sources of in

formation bring an urge for the good things of life that 

outruns the capability of the government and the society 

124 
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to supply. As a result, civil disorder and governmental 

instability come about as the revolution of rising expecta

tions becomes the revolution of rising frustration (Gurr, 

1970, 3). Similarly, Pye (1963) concludes that the pressure 

of communications development brought the downfall of 

stable, traditional societies, and gave rise to unstable, 

transitional ones. In other words, it was when the peasants 

were connected to the outside world that they realized cer

tain goods and services could be rendered by government and 

they as citizens could ask for these goods and services. 

Lerner (1958) also argues that political and economic mod

ernization is dependent upon the development of "psychic 

mobility," or "empathy" on the part of individuals. This 

process, he concluded, was once gained essentially by phys

ical mobility, but is now multiplied by the advent of mass 

communications. Deutsch (1961, 494) agrees that expecta

tions are increased by new forms of communication, including 

but not limited to the mass media. According to Deutsch, 

communication produces social mobilization, a process 

in which major clusters of old social, economic, 
and psychological commitments are eroded or broken 
and people become available for new patterns of 
socialization and behavior. 

Supporting this line of thought, Feierabend (1966) pos

ited what is implicit in Deutsch's study, that expectations, 

articulated in political demands, are very likely to exceed 

the government's ability or willingness to meet those 
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demands. On the basis of frustration-aggression theory, one 

can predict civil disorder and government instability. Gurr 

(1970, 3) writes: 

The necessary precondition for violent civil con
flict is relative deprivation, defined as actors' 
perception of discrepancy between their value 
expectations and their environment 's value capa
bilities. 

Davis's (1969) theory on the causes of revolution agrees 

with the above line of thought when he emphasizes the dif

ference between perception of a situation as opposed to the 

objective situation itself. He concludes that a revolution 

is more likely to occur not during a long period of misery, 

but during lulls after a period of steady economic growth. 

New conditions of life, a perception intensified by exposure 

to the mass media of communications, may facilitate a mis-

perception, hence revolution. 

A second school of thought holds that the level of mass 

communication development achieved in a country is directly 

related to the degree of stability and political development 

there (Lipset, 1967; Lerner, 1958; Cutwright, 1969). 

Lipset, for example, shows that the group means of several 

communication variables are highest for European stable de

mocracies, somewhat lower for European unstable democracies 

and dictatorships, and lowest for Latin American stable dic

tatorships. Lerner (1958) identifies the secular trend of 

change from oral communication to the media communications 
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system and demonstrates that the degree of this change cor

relates positively with other key sectors in the social 

system, including political participation. Cutwright (1969) 

constructed an index of political development guided by the 

concept that the more complex and specialized the political 

institutions of a nation are, the more politically developed 

it is. He correlated this index with several environmental 

measures and found the highest degree of association (.81) 

to be with an index composed of newspaper circulation, news

print consumption, telephone, and pieces of domestic mail as 

compared with one of only .68 between political development 

and economic development. Taylor (1969, 557) found no rela

tionship between mass media development and instability when 

he looked at two aspects of political development—civil 

order and the institutionalization of governmental office— 

and two aspects of mass communication development--the level 

or intensity of communication and the rate of communication 

(average annual rates of change for five years). 

While this dichotomy appears clear, there is a general 

problem in terms of operationalization. Political scien

tists have not agreed upon a definition of political devel

opment which will take into consideration other factors, 

such as the value of justice, rule by the majority, and 

rights for the minority; rather, political development often 

assumes economic dimensions when operationalized. More 
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importantly, however, is the need to recognize that politi

cal development is not a unidimensional phenomenon—regard

less of how it is operationalized. There is also general 

agreement from both schools of thought, that is, those who 

hold that mass communication increases the likelihood of 

instability and those who hold that mass communication in

creases the level of participation and legitimation and 

hence stability, that the development of mass communications 

does have an effect; whether that effect is negative or pos

itive does create a forum for continued research. In other 

words, according to the literature, the development of mass 

communications can be expected to operate in one way on some 

of these dimensions and in another on others. 

In Nigeria, the leaders are aware of the vital role of 

the media in a developing polity, especially because of the 

role the media (especially print) played during the nation

alists' struggle for independence and, later, for African or 

Nigerian nationalism. The majority of the media (especially 

the broadcast media) are owned and operated by the various 

governments. Media content is marked by a certain degree of 

uniformity. Considerable attention is usually paid to 

national sentiments and symbols in the handling of news. 

This author shares the latter school of thought, that the 

image in our heads can be constructed from exposure to the 

mass media of communication. In other words, our hypothesis 
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that the more one is exposed to the m.ass media of communica

tion, the more likely one will develop integrative tenden

cies is supported by our data. 

Whatever the effects of media, the initial question must 

be: "How much of any media message is consumed?" Our data 

(Table 1) revealed that 52.8% of our respondents spend, on 

the average, four hours or more a day watching television, 

TABLE 1 

Frequency Distribution: Average Number 
Of Hours Per Day Watching Television 

Value Labels 
Hours Frequency Percent Cum % 

0 3 1.0 1.0 

1 30 10 11.0 

2 55 18.3 29.2 

3 54 17.9 47.2 

4 67 22.3 69.4 

5 42 14.0 83.4 

6 26 8.6 92.0 

7 8 2.7 94.7 

8 15 5.0 99.7 

9 1 .3 100 

N = 301 
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and over 65% watch television frequently or every day (Table 

2). Our data (Table 3) also revealed that our respondents 

are more likely to watch television for entertainment than 

for information. This is evident in the proportion of our 

respondents who almost always watch either the local or 

national news—23% and 47.8%, respectively—and those who 

agree they watch television to be entertained (64.8%). (The 

figures are 63.8% for radio and 45.8% for newspapers; see 

TABLE 2 

Frequency Distribution: Frequency 
Of Watching Television 

Value Labels Frequency Percent 

Never 2 

Rarely 16 

Sometimes 86 

Frequently 105 

Every Day 92 

301 100.0 

0, 

5. 

28, 

34. 

30, 

.7 

.3 

.6 

.9 

.5 



TABLE 3 

Frequency Distribution: Television 
Program Watched Most 

131 

NATIONAL NEWS 

Value Labels Frequency Percent Cum % 

No Response 

Almost Never 

Sometimes 

Frequently 

Almost Always 

1 

8 

57 

91 

144 

. 3 

2 . 7 

1 8 . 9 

3 0 . 2 

4 7 . 8 

. 3 

3 . 0 

2 1 . 9 

5 2 . 1 

9 9 . 9 

LOCAL NEWS 

Value Labels Frequency Percent Cum 

No Response 

Almost Never 

Sometimes 

Frequently 

Almost Always 

1 

33 

114 

85 

68 

. 3 

1 1 . 0 

3 7 . 9 

2 8 . 2 

2 2 . 6 

. 3 

1 1 . 3 

4 9 . 2 

7 7 . 4 

1 0 0 . 0 

N = 301 
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Table 4.) Similarly, 53.8% of our respondents agree that 

watching television helps them keep up with the main events 

of the day (Table 5). Our data (Table 6) also revealed that 

69.4% agree that watching television gives one information 

that one can use. While the difference between watching 

television to be entertained and to get information appears 

to be minimal, other media--radio and newspapers--give a 

clearer picture. Those who listen to the radio to be enter

tained (63.8%) are fewer than those who listen to the radio 

to get information they can use (65.1%). About 16% agree 

TABLE 4 

Frequency Distribution For The R's Reason 
For Attending To A Particular Medium: 

To Be Entertained 

Value Labels TV Radio Newspaper 

Don't Know 

Strongly Disagree 

Disagree 

Agree 

Strongly Agree 

6 

10 

24 

195 

66 

2.0 

3.3 

8.0 

64.8 

21.9 

100.0 

6 

14 

24 

192 

65 

2.0 

4.7 

8.0 

63.8 

21.6 

100.0 

8 

27 

95 

138 

33 

2.7 

9.0 

31.6 

45.8 

11 .0 

100.0 

Actual question to Table 4: "Here are some reasons people 
have given for listening to the radio. Please indicate the 
extent to which you agree or disagree with each reason as it 
applies to you personally." 
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TABLE 5 

Frequency Distribution: Keep 
Up With Main Event (TV) 

Value Labels 

Don't Know 

Strongly Disagree 

Disagree 

Agree 

Strongly Agree 

Frequency 

16 

10 

47 

162 

66 

301 

Percent 

5.3 

3.3 

15.6 

53.8 

21.9 

100.0 

Actual question to Table 5: "Here are some reasons people 
have given for watching TV. Please indicate the extent to 
which you agree or disagree with each reason as it applies 
to you personally." 

that listening to the radio helps one forget about one's 

problems. About 49% read newspapers to get information 

first, and 68% agree that reading newspapers helps one 

understand others' problems. Only 11% (Table 4, page 135) 

read newspapers to be entertained. 

Television (as in most advanced countries) remains the 

primary medium as a source of information for our respon

dents, probably because most university students are urban 

and are drawn from the economically elite. Also, a majority 

of Nigerian university students live on campus at institu

tions that furnish television to all dormitories, student 
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TABLE 6 

Frequency Distribution: Information 
That I Can Use (TV) 

Value Labels Frequency P e r c e n t 

7, 

4 . 

8, 

69 , 

10, 

.0 

.3 

.6 

.4 

.6 

Don't Know 21 

Strongly Disagree 13 

Disagree 26 

Agree 109 

Strongly Agree 32 

301 100.0 

Actual question to Table 6: "Here are some reasons people 
have given for watching TV. Please indicate the extent to 
which you agree or disagree with each reason as it applies 
to you personally." 

centers, and activities halls. Thirty-three percent of our 

respondents get their information from television (Table 7). 

About 18% and 20.3% get their information from the radio and 

newspapers, respectively, as compared to only 12.3% from 

family or 10.6% from friends (Table 7). Among respondents 

who read the newspaper (Tables 8 and 9), about 33.6% spend 

between 11 and 20 minutes reading it, and about 30% spend 

more than half an hour. Only 39.5% read newspapers every 

day. Our data (Table 10) also revealed that 42% of our 

respondents will almost always read a specific story about 
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TABLE 7 

Frequency Distribution 
Source Of Information 

Television 

Radio 

Newspaper 

Movies (cinema) 

Friends in Nigeria 

Family (parents & relatives) 

Magazines 

Others 

Missing 

F r e q u e n c y 

99 

53 

61 

4 

32 

37 

8 

0 . 5 

2 

Percent 

301.0 

32.9 

17.6 

20.3 

1.3 

10.6 

12.3 

2.7 

1 .7 

._e_ 

100.0 

Actual question to Table 7: "What is your most important 
source of information about Nigerians and Nigerian culture? 
Check one: radio, newspapers, TV, movies (cinema), friends 
in Nigeria, family (parents and relatives), magazines, or 
others (specify)." 

government and politics. The majority of our respondents 

depend heavily on the media to get information about the 

outside world, as Table 10 illustrates. 

Because ethnic variation is so important, the media usage 

questions were cross-tabulated with ethnicity. On 13 of 
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TABLE 8 

Frequency Distribution Of R's 
Number Of Minutes Per Day 

Reading Newspapers 

5-10 minutes 

11-20 minutes 

21-30 minutes 

31 and more 

more than 1 hour 

Frequency 

56 

101 

55 

64 

25 

P e r c e n t 

18, 

3 3 , 

18 , 

2 1 . 

8 . 

.6 

.6 

.3 

.3 

.3 

Actual question to Table 8: "On the average, how many 
minutes per day do you spend reading one issue of a daily 
newspaper (when you read one)?" 

TABLE 9 

Frequency Distribution Of R's 
Frequency Of Reading 

Newspapers 

Practically never 

Few days a week 

Several days a week 

Every day 

Frequency 

7 

85 

89 

119 

Percent 

2.3 

28.3 

29.7 

39.5 

Actual question to Table 9: "How often do you read a 
Nigerian daily newspaper other than your university 
newspaper (when you read one)?" 



137 

TABLE 10 

Frequency Distribution Of R's 
Chances Of Reading Specific 

Story In Newspaper 

Frequency Percent 

Rarely 

Almost always 

Africa 

Practically never 8 2.7 
Rarely 30 10.0 
Sometimes 125 41.5 
Almost always 138 45.8 

USSR 

Practically never 28 9.3 
Rarely 73 24.3 
Sometimes 133 4 4.2 
Almost always 67 22.3 

USA 

Practically never 18 6.0 
Rarely 49 16.3 
Sometimes 151 5 0.2 
Almost always 83 27.6 

Government/Politics 

Practically never 10 3.3 
Rarely 44 14.6 
Sometimes 120 39.9 
Almost always 127 42.2 

Nigeria 

Practically never 0 0.0 
23 7.6 

Sometimes 103 3 4.2 
175 58.2 

Actual question to Table 10: "When you read a daily news
paper and come across the following kinds of stories, how 
often do you read them? Please check the appropriate box." 
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the questions there are significant (p <.05 level) group 

differences. These differences are displayed in Table 11. 

For example, the Hausas and Ibos are more likely to watch 

the national news on television than are the Yorubas and the 

Edos (88.8% â id 84.6% to 67.7% and 80.3%, respectively). 

Conversely, however, the Yorubas, Ibos, and Edos agree or 

strongly agree they watch television to get in touch with 

the world (88.2%, 88.5% and 88.7%), more than the Hausas 

(79.7%). The Yorubas agree or strongly agree that they 

watch television to understand others' problems (77.4%), 

compared to Hausas (61.0%), Ibos (61.6%), and Edos (71.8%). 

The Ibos, Hausas and Edos agree or strongly agree that 

watching television is like having a good talk with a friend 

(51.9%, 48.2%, and 47.9%, compared to 34.3% for the Yorubas; 

see Table H E ) . 

The Hausas are more likely to spend one hour or more 

reading the newspaper (11.1%; see Table 12A). While each 

ethnic group will read the editorial page, the Edos (77.5% 

and the Yorubas (76.9%) are more likely to read the editor

ial page than the Hausas (70.3%) and the Ibos (56.9%). The 

Ibos are more likely to read the newspapers to satisfy their 

sense of curiosity (77.0%; see Table 12C). The Ibos strong

ly agree or agree (78.8%) that they listen to the radio to 

get information first, as compared to the Hausas (61.1%), 
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Hausa Ibo Yoruba Edo 

Frequency of 
Watching TV 

(n=54) (n=52) (n=102) (n=71) 

Never 
Rarely 
Sometimes 
Frequently 
Every day 

Total % 

1 
1 

31 
31 
33 

9 
9 
5 
5 
2 

0 
1 

42 
17 
38 

0 
9 
3 
3 
5 

1 
8 
35 
34 
19 

0 
9 
6 
7 
8 

0 
4 
29 
23 
42 

0 
2 
6 
9 
3 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Significance = 0.05 
Chi Square = 24.86 
Cramer V = 0 . 1 7 

B National News 

No response 
Almost never 
Sometimes 
Frequently 
Almost always 

Total % 

0.0 
1.9 
9.3 

25.8 
63.0 
100.0 

0 
0 
15 
25 
59 

0 
0 
4 
0 
6 

100.0 

1 
2 
28 
37 
30 

0 
9 
4 
3 
4 

100.0 

0 
2 
16 
28 
52 

0 
8 
9 
2 
1 

100.0 

Significance = 0.01 
Chi Square = 24.58 
Cramer V = 0.17 

Watch Television to get 
in Touch with World 

Don 't know 
Strongly disagree 
Disagree 
Agree 
Strongly agree 

Total % 

Significance = 
Chi Square 
Cramer V = 

0.04 
21.05 
0.16 

0.0 
3.6 

16.7 
55.6 
24. 1 

100.0 

1.9 
0.0 
9.6 

50.0 
38.5 
99.9 

2.9 
4.9 
3.9 

68.6 
19.6 

100.0 

0.0 
1 .4 
9.9 

64 .8 
23.9 
100.0 
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TABLE 11 CONTINUED 

Hausa Ibo Yoruba Edo 
(n=54) (n=52) (n=102) (n=71) 

D. Understand Others' 
Problems 

Don't know 5.6 9.6 8.8 9.9 
Strongly disagree 9.3 1.9 0.0 5.6 
Disagree 24.1 16.9 13.7 12.7 
Agree 53.7 50.0 67.6 57.7 
Strongly agree 7.3 11.6 9.8 14.1 

Total % 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Significance = 0.03 
Chi Square =22.0 
Cramer V = 0.16 

E. Good Talk with Friends 

Don't know 7.4 7.7 14.7 9.9 
Strongly disagree 0.0 1.9 17.6 7.0 
Disagree 44.4 38.5 33.3 35.2 
Agree 37.0 40.4 30.4 35.2 
Stronglv agree H »2 11-5 3.9 12.7 

Total % 100.0 100.0 99.9 100.0 

Significance = 0.008 
Chi Square = 26.83 
Cramer V = 0.17 

D. Tell a lot About Life 

Don't know 
Strongly disagree 
Disagree 

3.7 3.8 5.9 4.2 
7.4 0.0 10.8 2.8 
22.2 11.6 4.9 5.6 
55.6 55.8 57.8 60.6 

Agree DD.^ r. ^r^ c oc o 
strongly agree _ i l ^ 28.8 2 ^ 2 ^ ^ 

Total % 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Significance = 0.008 
Chi Square =26.4 
Cramer V = 0 . 1 8 
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Hausa Ibo Yoruba Edo 
(n=54) (n=52) (n=102) (n=71) 

Number of Minutes Spent 
Reading Newspapers 

5-10 minutes 
11-20 minutes 
21-30 minutes 
31 and more 
more than 1 hour 

Total 

11.1 
33.3 
18.5 
25.9 
11.1 

100.0 

19.2 
42.3 
7.7 

21.2 
9.6 

100.0 

28.4 
32.4 
23.5 
9.8 
5.9 

100.0 

12.7 
32.4 
15.5 
32.4 
7.0 

100.0 

Significance = 0.008 
Chi Square = 26.90 
Cramer V = 0.17 

B. Editorial Page 

Practically never 
Rarely 
Sometimes 
Almost always 

Total 

Significance •• 
Chi Square 
Cramer V 

0.04 
17.28 
0.14 

5.6 
24.1 
33.3 
37.0 

100.0 

0.0 
23.1 
50.0 
26.9 

100.0 

10.8 
24.5 
41.2 
23.5 

100.0 

9.8 
12.7 
35.2 
42.3 
100.0 

Satisfy my Curiosity 

Don 't know 
Strongly disagree 
Disagree 
Agree 
Strongly agree 

Total 

3 
11 
24 
55 
5 

7 
1 
1 
5 
6 

3 
7 
11 
63 
13 

8 
7 
5 
5 
5 

100.0 100.0 

7.8 
7.8 
29.5 
52.9 
5.9 

100.0 

11.3 
2.8 
18 .3 
50.7 
16.:̂  

100.0 

Significance = 0.04 
Chi Square = 21.53 
Cramer V = 0 . 1 6 
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Yorubas (58.8%), and Edos (71.1%). Table 13C illustrates 

that Edos strongly agree or agree (74.7%) that they listen 

to the radio to be part of what is happening, as compared to 

the Hausas (61.1%), Ibos (67.3%), and Yorubas (69.6%). The 

Edos (88.7%) and the Yorubas (81.7%) strongly agree or agree 

that one can learn a lot about people from̂  listening to the 

radio, as compared with the Hausas (74.1%) and the Ibos 

(72.7%). 

Political Participation in Nigeria 

Ethnically oriented voting behavior is exhibited by the 

distribution of our respondents' voting behavior in the 1983 

election (Table 14). For ecample, 67% of the Hausas voted 

for the NPN Hausa-based party as compared to 34.6% for Ibos, 

28.4% for Yorubas, and 47% for Edos. About 45% of Yorubas 

voted for the UPN Yoruba-based party, while only 11% of 

Hausas voted for the UPN party. Our data also shows that 

only 4% of the Hausas, 4.2% of the Edos, and 1% of the 

Yorubas voted for the NPP Ibo-based party, while 28.4% of 

the Ibos voted for the NPP Ibo-based party. 

A similar pattern is also demonstrated in the 1979 and 

1983 national presidential elections, where 68% of all 

states in the old northern region voted for the NPN Hausa-

based party in 1979 and 64.2% in 1983. The UPN Yoruba-based 

party also got 78% of the Yoruba votes in the national 
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Hausa Ibo Yoruba Edo 

Get Information First 
(n=54) (n=52) (n=102) (n=71) 

Don't know 
Strongly disagree 
Disagree 
Agree 
Strongly agree 

Total 

0 
7 
31 
44 
16 

0 
4 
5 
4 
7 

100.0 

5.8 
5.8 
9.6 

69.2 
9.6 

100.0 

4 
3 
32 
44 
14 

9 
9 
4 
1 
7 

2 
1 

23 
52 
19 

8 
5 
9 
1 
7 

100.0 100.0 

Significance = 0.05 
Chi Square = 20.76 
Cramer V = 0.16 

B. Having Good Talk With 
Friends 

Don't know 
Strongly disagree 
Disagree 
Agree 
Strongly agree 

Total 

7 
16 
33 
35 
7 

4 
7 
3 
2 
4 

11 
5 
30 
50 
1 

5 
8 
8 
0 
9 

13 
15 
42 
24 
3 

7 
7 
2 
5 
9 

4 
8 
32 
50 
4 

2 
5 
4 
7 
2 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Significance = 0.03 
Chi Square = 22.62 
Cramer V = 0.16 

Part of What's Happening 

Don 't know 
Strongly disagree 
Disagree 
Agree 
Strongly agree 

Total 

Significance = 0.00 
Chi Square = 36.81 
Cramer V = 0.21 

0 
18 
20 
33 
27 

0 
5 
4 
3 
8 

100.0 

19 
5 
7 

40 
26 

2 
8 
7 
4 
9 

100.0 

7 
5 
16 
55 
13 

8 
9 
7 
9 
7 

100.0 

5 
4 
15 
57 
16 

6 
2 
5 
8 
9 

100.0 
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TABLE 13 CONTINUED 

Hausa 

D. Learn A Lot About People 

Don't know 
Strongly disagree 
Disagree 
Agree 
Strongly agree 

Total 

Significance = 0.04 
Chi Sqiiare = 21.57 
Cramer V = 0.16 

0 
14 
11 
66 
7 

0 
8 
1 
7 
4 

Ibo Yoruba Edo 
(n=54) (n=52) (n=102) (n=71) 

100.0 

0 
7 
9 

63 
19 

0 
7 
6 
5 
2 

100.0 

2 
6 
17 
63 
9 

0 
9 
6 
7 
8 

100.0 

2 
0 
8 
70 
18 

8 
0 
5 
4 
3 

100.0 

TABLE 14 

Ethnicity And Party Choice: 
1983 Election 

Response Hausa 
(n=54) 

Ibo 
(n=52) 

Yoruba 
(N=102) 

Edo 
(n=71) 

Did not vote 

NPN 

UPN 

NPP 

GNPP 

PRP 

1 6 . 6 % 

6 6 . 7 % 

1 1 . 1 % 

3.7% 

1.9% 

0 

1 5 . 4 % 

3 4 . 6 % 

2 1 . 6 % 

2 8 . 4 

0 

0 

2 4 . 5 % 

2 8 . 4 % 

4 5 . 1 % 

1 .0 

0 

1.0% 

3 1 . 0 % 

4 6 . 5 % 

1 6 . 9 % 

4 . 2 % 

0 

1.4% 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Significance = 0.00 
Chi Square =83.4 
Cramer's V = 0.32 
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presidential election in 1979 and 68% in 1983. The UPN 

party got only 11% of the Hausa votes in 1979 and 14.4% in 

the 1983 presidential elections. The NPP Ibo-based party 

got 71% of the Ibo votes in the 1979 national presidential 

elections and 49% of the Ibo votes in the 1983 elections. 

This discussion shows that ethnicity plays an important 

role in Nigeria's voting behavior, as none of the three 

major parties did well outside its home areas, both in our 

data and in the results of the presidential elections held 

in 1979 and 1983. Constitutional provisions notwithstanding 

it was still easy to assign home areas to each of the three 

major political parties. Also important is the fact that 

Nigerian university students, although atypical of the 

general population, could be used as a litmus test for pre

dicting possible public reaction to policies or programs. 

However, the high scores (87% and 58.7%) for those who never 

took part in political campaigns or never "contributed money 

to any political parties" reflect the fact that students in 

Nigeria's institutions of higher learning are perhaps 

politically passive. They do, however, exercise their basic 

civic right to cast their votes when they have attained tne 

voting age. 

Because of the pervasiveness of ethnicity in the social, 

economic, and political structure in Nigeria, elites, 

according to Bienen (1985, 148-149), "have found it easier 
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to organize around communal cleavages, that is, language, 

ethnic, and neighborhood ties, than around occupational 

ones." Similarly, the lack of class solidarity, coupled 

with the inability of the urban worker to team up with the 

rural peasant, has impeded the development of organizational 

structure strong enough to generate input into the political 

system. The alternative, as was mentioned earlier, rests on 

the formation of ethnically-based cleavages. 

These ethnically-based cleavages do have a feature that 

is often neglected when mass political participation is 

discussed in Nigeria. This feature is called patron-client 

relation. Within these ethnically-based organizations, for 

example, political parties, "major networks" and "minor 

networks" are developed. This type of arrangement Gamer 

(1982, 100) has lucidly described as a situation in which 

those involved in this setting "develop special relation

ships with economic and political elites, and they form, 

chains of individuals who exchange both economic assets and 

political supports." This phenomenon typifies what obtains 

in the tribal cleavages that abound in Nigeria's political 

system. Under this arrangement members of these cleavages 

focus their attention on the governmental output as it 

affects their individual well-being, without the thought of 

generating any input in the decision-making process of gov

ernment. The rule of the game, as Payne [JUts it (1965, 223; 
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also cited in Gamer, 1982, 104), is as follows: 

Patronage is entrenched from top to bottom. It 
works something like this: public figure (A) 
recommends close personal friend (B) to head a 
department. (B) makes his cousin (C) section head. 
Nephews (D) and (E) obtain jobs through (C). (F) 
owns a small factory which owes back taxes. (F) is 
a close friend of (A) and (G) who is second manager 
of the factory and is brother-in-law of (B). [Will 
(E) collect the back taxes? Not if he is a normal 
human being. ] 

In the Nigerian context, therefore, the idea that peo

ple join politically-oriented organizations because of their 

preexisting interest in and concern for political matters, 

is mediated by the individual 's interest in the output of 

government (within ethnically-based cleavages), through a 

feature inherent in the society, called patron-client 

relationship. 

The preceding results and the results discussed so far 

show a diversity of pattern. It is by no means clear how 

one would rank the ethnic groups in terms of media consump

tion, the level of participation, or integrationist atti

tudes. Rather, one could look at different and specific 

aspects of the measures described to see which ethnic group 

has a higher frequency of media usage, positive attitudes on 

participation, or integrationist attitudes. 

Nigeria and Ghana: A Comparison 

Ghana, another West African country like Nigeria, would 

be a good country for purposes of comparison. Ghana, like 
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Nigeria, has experienced years of military rule and pseudo-

elections since independence. Parties in Ghana, as in 

Nigeria, have submerged and re-emerged. For example, in 

Ghana during the 1978 election, the People's National Party 

(PNP) members were formerly members of the CPP led by 

Ghana's former president, Kwame Nkrumah, and opposed to 

Busia. The United National Convention (UNO, organized 

around Ga, Ewe, and Akan ethnic groups, was also very active 

in Ghana's political process. The Action Congress Party 

(ACP) drew membership from the Fante ethnic group. These 

new parties constituted an updated version of the CPP-UGCC 

rivalry under a different heading. 

In Nigeria, a similar arrangement is evident. The NPN, 

which was organized around the Hausa-based Muslim religion, 

was a reflection of the former NPC, a Hausa-based Muslim 

party. The UPN, a Yoruba-based party, was a reflection of 

the AG (an earlier Yoruba-based party), and the NPP was a 

reflection of the NCNC, an Ibo-based party. These new par

ties, although more diversified because of constitutional 

constraints, could be easily associated with geographic 

areas. Apart from the NPN, the leaders of the other two 

parties were also the leaders of the older parties that had 

been displaced. 

Just as the three major parties in Nigeria got their 

support chiefly from their ethnic base electorates, the 
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parties in Ghana had similar experiences. The UNC got most 

of its votes from the Ga, Ewe, and Akan ethnic groups. 

Also, the majority of the ACP votes came from the Fante 

ethnic group. 

As with our data, 75% of Ghanians registered to vote in 

the 1979 election and only 37% actually voted (Chazan, 1987, 

pp. 61-86). The breakdown of Ghana's 1979 election, as in 

Nigeria, reflected ethnic linkages, which the Jerry Rawlings 

administration is trying to change by instituting a People's 

Parliament and a new type of democracy devoid of the com

munal patronage network that has existed in Ghana for so 

long. Nigeria's presidential election results for 1979 and 

1983 exemplify a similar pattern despite constitutional pro

visions that have been instituted in theory to prevent the 

regional or ethnic based parties necessary for sustaining 

communal cleavages and linkages. 

Participation Results 

Tables 15 through 18 give an aggregate illustration of 

the level of participation of our respondents. All items 

tapping attitudes about participation are provided with the 

proportion of each giving participation responses. In a 

majority of the cases, our respondents exhibited a lack of 

participation in the political process. The item asking if 

the respondent has ever contributed money to any political 

party shows that 87.0% (Table 16) of our respondents have 
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TABLE 15 

Reported Voting: Participation 

A, Registration and Turnout %Yes %No 

Did you register in the 1979 election? 

Did you register in the 1983 election? 

Did you vote in the 1979 election? 

Did you vote in the 1983 election? 

5 9 . 0 

7 8 . 0 

5 6 . 0 

7 7 . 4 

4 1 . 0 

2 2 . 0 

4 3 . 4 

2 2 . 6 

B. Party choice in 1979 and 1983 
(Among those old enough to vote) 1979 1983 

NPN 

UPN 

NPP 

Other 

No response 

1 5 . 6 % 

3 1 . 6 % 

5.0% 

7 . 3 % 

4 0 . 5 % 

4 2 . 2 % 

2 6 . 9 % 

7 . 3 % 

1.0% 

2 2 . 6 % 

100.0 100.0 

never contributed. This response may not, however, be a 

reflection of an unwillingness to participate; rather, it 

could be a result of insufficient disposeable income to be 

used for such an exercise. Our data also revealed that 

58.0% (Table 17) have never participated in political cam

paigns. This response could also be attributable to the 
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TABLE 16 

Frequency Of R's: Financial 
Contribution To Political 

Parties 

Value Label Frequency Percent 

No 262 8 7.0 

Yes 32 10.6 

Missing/No response 7 2.4 

100.0 

TABLE 17 

Frequency Of R's: Participation 
In Political Campaigns 

Value Label Frequency Percent 

Never participated 175 

Barely 45 

Sometimes 5 4 

Always 24 

Missing/No response 3 

58 . 

15 . 

17, 

8, 

1, 

.1 

.0 

.9 

.0 

.0 

100.0 
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TABLE 18 

Frequency Of R's: Voter 
Registration In 
1979 Election* 

P e r c e n t 

37. 

59. 

2. 

.5 

.5 

.9 

Value Label Frequency 

No 113 

Yes 179 

Missing/No response 9 

301 99.9 

*controlling for age 

military government's restrictions on student participation 

in political activities. However, 62.1% and 78.0% (Tables 

18 and 19) did register to vote in the 1979 and 1983 elec

tions, respectively. 

There is a significant group difference in voting pat

tern as is exemplified in Table 20. Of the 83.5% of the 

Hausas who registered to vote in the 1983 election, 82.4% 

actually voted as opposed to the Ibos with 82.7% registering 

to vote in the 1983 elections and 74.6% actually voting. 

Among the Edos 70.4% registered to vote and fully 67.7% 

actually voted. A similar pattern is evident in the 1979 

elections, where 67.0% of the Hausas registered to vote and 

about 62.0% actually voted. 
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TABLE 19 

Frequency Of R's: Voter 
Registration In 
1983 Election 

Value Label Frequency Percent 

No 6 0 19.9 

Yes 235 78.1 

Missing/No response 6 2.0 

100.0 

What is important here is that although these differ

ences do exist, they are statistically not significant at 

the p <.05 level. This phenomenon itself is worthy of note. 

Contrary to expectations, this result leaves us with the 

problem of trying to explain at what time political leaders 

form or adopt a political ideology. Or do political leaders 

manipulate societal norms for their own political ends? 

A majority of our respondents voted for the UPN party in 

the 1979 election, but 55% voted for the NPN party in the 

1983 election (Table 21). The NPN eventually was the ruling 

party in both the 1979 and 1983 civilian administrations. 

In December 1983, the NPN administration under Shehu 

Shagari was overthrown by the military. The question posed 
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A. Voter Registration in 1979 Election 

Response Hausa Ibo Yoruba Edo 
(n=54) (n=52) (n=102) (n=71) 

No 

Yes 

Significance = 0.44 
Chi Square = 12.5 
Cramer's V = 0.12 

33.3% 

66.7% 

28.8% 

65.4% 

41.2% 34.2% 

58.8% 62.0 

B Voter Registration in 1983 Election 

Response Hausa Ibo Yoruba Edo 
(n=54) (n=52) (n=102) (n=71) 

No 

Yes 

Significance = 0.186 
Chi Square = 12.5 
Cramer's V = 0.12 

1 6 . 5 

8 3 . 5 

1 7 . 3 % 

8 2 . 7 

1 8 . 6 % 2 9 . 6 % 

78.4% 70.4% 

by this phenomenon is, is the increase in our respondents' 

votes for the NPN's party in the 1983 election (55% as 

opposed to 28% in the 1979 election) an endorsement of the 

administration's performance in office? One alternative 
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TABLE 21 

Frequency Distribution: Party Choice 
1979 and 1983 Elections 

Value Label Frequency Percent 
1979 1983 1979 1983 

Did not vote 122 68 40.4 22.6 

NPN 50 127 28.0 55.0 

UPN 95 81 53.0 35.0 

NPP 21 22 12.0 9.0 

GNPP 5 1 3.0 0.0 

PRP 8 2 4.0 1.0 

Total* 301 301 100.0 100.0 

*Total excludes those who did not vote. 

explanation is that a sizeable number of our respondents 

were not old enough to vote in the 1979 election. Yet even 

if we control for age, a majority of our respondents (53%) 

voted for the UPN party in the 1979 election, and in 1983 a 

majority (55%) voted for the NPN party. The question still 

remains: what is it that has increased our respondents' 

interest in the NPN party? There are two equally plausible 

explanations. First, the two weakest parties in the party 

system (the PRP and the GNPP) became steadily weaker as 

there was a split. Their inability to fiercely participate 
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may have increased the "big three" appearance of the party 

system. Second, and perhaps more important, the unwilling

ness of either Zik or Awolowo to step down and the refusal 

of FEDECO to license as a new party (the "Progressive 

People's Party"), which would have brought together rebel 

factions of the GNPP and the PRP, increased voters' interest 

in the NPN. 

Rather than the campaigns focusing on the economic woes, 

they centered around charges and counter charges of plans 

for rigging the election. The election produced a resound

ing victory for the party in power--the NPN party. The NPN 

received a plurality in 12 of the 19 states in 1983 (com

pared with nine states in 1979) and met the constitution's 

"one-quarter" requirement in 17 states (compared with 12 and 

two-thirds in 1979) (Beckett, 1987, 106). This result is 

consistent with our result, where the percentage of respond

ents voting for the NPN party in 1983 also increased. 

Not only did the NPN party have a resounding victory, 

according to Beckett (1987, 106) the party moved beyond its 

putative home areas, as it made an enviable stride in states 

and areas that were strongholds of the UPN, NPP, PRP, and 

GNPP in the 1979 election. 

A Comparative Perspective 

A comparison of reported rates of political participa

tion among Nigerian students with those of the larger nation 
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and with other nations would be useful. Data exists on 

Nigeria and other nations, but the possibility of comparison 

is limited by two major factors. First, this study uses a 

university student population and participation studies 

usually involve aggregate results or samples of entire pop

ulations. Second, questions asked of respondents are not 

always comparable within or across nations. 

As long as one is aware of these limitations, the 

Nigerian student data can be contrasted with other studies. 

The major comparative work is that of Verba, Nie, and Kim 

(1978). Looking at Nigeria only, their data is comparable 

to the data in this study only on voting, and even here, the 

comparison is less than perfect. They asked "how regularly" 

respondents voted in national elections (as opposed to the 

current study, which asked about voting in two specific 

elections). Of the national Nigerian sample, 66% reported 

voting in national elections (Verba, Nie, and Kim, 1978, 58-

59), a proportion that is less than the students' reported 

proportion of 77% in the 1983 election, which is the best 

comparison since many of the students were too young to vote 

in 1979. This result is not surprising given the students 

higher-than-average status and the fact that status is 

associated with voting turnout in all democracies. In 

contrast with other nations, the Nigerian student population 

does relatively well. Among seven nations in the Verba, 
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Nie, and Kim study, only Austria has a higher reported na

tional turnout. 

Integration in Nigeria 

The Nigerian student data permits at least a partial 

basis for looking at some of the notions implied by the 

integration literature. Several items from the question

naire address attitudes about values and willingness to 

interact with people of different ethnic groups. The dis

play can be revealing in two respects. First, the observer 

can look at the marginal totals in the aggregate to observe 

the absolute levels of indicators of integration. Second, 

one can observe the degree to which ethnic groups are more 

or less inclined to integrative attitudes. The latter is 

important given the history of ethnic conflict in Nigeria. 

Table 22 illustrates the aggregate perspective. All 

items tapping attitudes about integration are provided with 

the proportion of each giving "integrative" responses. In 

19 out of 21 cases, the majority exhibits integrative 

attitudes, exemplified by the high proportion of those who 

agree or strongly agree that there should be inter-/intra-

trade without ethnic bias (88.3%). Similarly, our data 

illustrate that 88.7% of our respondents agree or strongly 

agree that place of residence should be the individual's 

choice. About 90% disagree or strongly disagree that states 

should have their own currencies, 90% agree or strongly 
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TABLE 2 2 

Marginal Frequencies: Attitudes 
About Integration 

Percent with 
Integrative 

Item Responses 

Inter/Intra trade without ethnic bias 88.3 
State radio statons to play only state's music 89.4 
Place of residence individual's choice 88.7 
Should states have their own currencies 90.4 
Displaying Nigerian national flag by business 

and institution 73.4 
Should the National Youth Service Corps be 

discontinued 81.0 
NYSC good may overcome ethnic differences 81.7 
Acceptance/non-acceptance of checks from 

customer of different ethnic group 58.1 
Intermarriage bridging ethnic differences 59.8 
Will you serve in the NYSC 74.4 
Will you accept a job outside of your state 66.4 
Will you work with others from different ethnic 

groups to achieve national goals ^ 75.1 
NYSC helps participants understand others' 

cultures 89.4 
Knowledge of others' cultures increases 

flexibility 90.0 
People should be buried in the states where 

they die 7 3.1 
Natural resources should be nationalized and 

shared among states 80.1 
Nigerians have novi learned to accommodate 

others after the civil war 57.5 
Blood from another ethnic group should be 

rejected by patients 84.0 
Nigeria should have an indigenous national 

language 25.0 
Inter-ethnic marriage is a good thing 84.8 
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agree that knowledge of others' cultures increases flexi

bility in decision-making, and 81% disagree or strongly 

disagree that the NYSC be discontinued. 

However, in only two out of 21 cases did our data reveal 

less than a majority support for integration. The 36.9% of 

our respondents who will accept checks from out-of-state 

customers and 25% who are supportive of an indigenous 

national language for Nigeria exemplify this phenomenon. 

A possible explanation for this phenomenon could be that the 

refusal to accept out-of-state checks may not be a display 

of malintegrative attitudes, but rather a display of eco

nomic uncertainty or an acceptance of the flaws that abound 

in the business structure in Nigeria. In Nigeria, where 

economic, business, or banking activities are not wholely 

computerized, the continued acceptance of out-of-state 

checks is probably a license to business suicide or bank

ruptcy. Should there be insufficient funds or should the 

customer's intent be to defraud the business persons, claim

ing the amount involved may not only be difficult, but may 

become practically impossible. Similarly, the 25% of our 

respondents who agreed that Nigeria should have an indigen

ous national language depicts the emotions usually displayed 

by Nigerians in trying to select one language over another 

as the national language. Some of the respondents who 

answered negatively to this item, however, commented that 
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should the selection of an indigenous language become 

necessary, it should be what they called "Wazobia," that is, 

having three major indigenous national languages: "Wa" 

being Yoruba; "Zo" being Hausa and "Bia" being Ibo—all 

these of course meaning "come." 

A second perspective is provided by looking at the full 

array of integration responses by ethnic groups. Because of 

limitations in the number of cases, the response patterns of 

only four ethnic groups—the Hausas, the Ibos, the Yorubas, 

and the Edos—are employed. Thirteen of the items showed no 

statistical difference between group responses: place of 

residence individual's choice; states to own currencies; 

displaying Nigerian national flag; NYSC good way to overcome 

ethnic differences; acceptance/non-acceptance of out-of-

state checks from customers; inter-ethnic marriage bridging 

ethnic differences; working outside of one's state; NYSC 

helps participants understand others' cultures; knowledge of 

others' cultures increases flexibility in decision-making; 

place of burial; inter-dependence of states on natural 

resources; blood transfusion; and indigenous national 

language. 

On eight of the questions or items, there are group dif

ferences. Table 23 shows these differences. For example. 

Table 23A illustrates that the Ibos are more willing to 

trade with others from different ethnic groups than the 
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Hausa Ibo Yoruba Edo 

Trade Without 
Ethnic Bias-

(n=54) (n=52) (n=102) (n=71) 

Strongly disagree 
Disagree 
Agree 
Strongly agree 

Total % 

13 
7 
42 
37 

0 
4 
6 
0 

100.0 

3.8 
3.8 
23.1 
69.2 
99.9 

2.0 
4.9 
25.5 
67.6 
100.0 

4.2 
5.6 

22.5 
67.6 
99.9 

Significance 
Chi Square 
Cramer V 

0.009 
21.9 
0.16 

B. State Radio Stations 
To Play Music From 
Their States Only 

Strongly disagree 
Disagree 
Agree 
Strongly agree 

Total % 

44.4 
29.6 
14.8 
11.1 
99.9 

73 
21 
3 
1 

1 
2 
8 
9 

100.0 

64.7 
26.5 
4.9 
3.9 

100.0 

70.4 
22.5 
2.8 
4.2 
99.9 

Significance 
Chi Square 
Cramer V 

0.02 
19.3 
0.15 

NYSC Should Be 
Discontinued 

Strongly disagree 
Disagree 
Agree 
Strongly agree 

Total % 

Significance 
Chi Square 
Cramer V 

0 . 0 4 
1 7 . 1 

0 . 1 4 

3 1 . 5 
3 5 . 2 
2 2 . 2 
1 1 . 1 

1 0 0 . 0 

4 0 . 4 
4 2 . 3 
1 3 . 5 

3 . 8 
1 0 0 . 0 

4 8 . 0 
3 9 . 2 

4 . 9 
7 . 8 

5 2 . 0 
3 1 . 0 

8 . 5 
8 . 5 

9 9 . 9 1 0 0 . 0 
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Hausa Ibo Yoruba Edo 

D. Acceptance of Checks 
of Different Ethnic 
Group 

Strongly disagree 
Disagree 
Agree 
Strongly agree 

Total % 

( n = 5 4 ) 

9 . 3 
2 2 . 2 
1 4 . 8 
5 3 . 7 

(n=52) (n=102) (n=71) 

7 . 7 
1 7 . 3 
3 4 . 6 
4 0 . 4 

1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 

6 . 9 
1 7 . 6 
1 0 . 8 
6 4 . 7 

7 . 0 
1 9 . 7 
1 1 . 3 
6 2 . 0 

1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 

Significance = 0.02 
Chi Square = 18.7 
Cramer V = 0 . 1 5 

Serving in the NYSC— 

No 1 . 8 9 . 6 
Don't know 18.5 19.2 
Will Consider 13.0 5.8 
Yes 66.7 65.4 

Total % 100.0 100.0 

10.8 
10.8 
2.9 

75.5 

4.2 
11.3 
2.8 
81.7 

100.0 100.0 

Significance 
Chi Square 
Cramer V 

= 0.02 
= 23.7 
= 0.17 

Working Together for 
National Goals— 

No 
No opinion 
Yes, if other things 

are all right 
Yes 

Total % 

Significance = 0 
Chi Square =31 
Cramer V = 0 

.00 

.0 

. 19 

9.3 
24.0 

14.8 
51.9 
100.0 

1.9 
3.8 

32'. 8 
61.5 
100.0 

0 
7.8 

27.5 
64.7 
100.0 

2.8 
12.7 

14.1 
70.4 
100.0 
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TABLE 2 3 CONTINUED 

Hausa Ibo Yoruba Edo 
(n=54) (n=52) (n=102) (n=71) 

G. Inter-ethnic 
Accommodations— 

Don't know 
Strongly disagree 
Disagree 
Agree 
Strongly agree 

Total % 

0 
7.4 

20.4 
48.1 
24.1 
100.0 

0 
17.4 
26.9 
51.9 
3.8 

100.0 

0 
15.7 
27.5 
51.0 
5.8 

100.0 

1.4 
18.3 
31.0 
36.6 
12.7 

100.0 

Significance = 0.02 
Chi Square = 2 3.0 
Cramer V = 0 . 1 7 

H. Inter-ethnic Marriage 
A Good Thing--

Strongly 
Disagree 
Agree 
Strongly 

Total 

disagree 

agree 
% 

5.6 
18.5 
40.7 
35.2 

100.0 

3.8 
3.9 

69.2 
23.1 

100.0 

5.9 
5.8 
56.9 
31.4 

100.0 

8.5 
7.0 

42.3 
42.2 
100.0 

Significance = 0.02 
Chi Square =19.6 
Cramer V = 0 . 1 5 

Hausas (92.3% to 79.6% agreed or strongly agreed to the 

statement). The Ibos, Yorubas, and Edos with 90% or more 

disagree or stongly disagree with state-owned radios playing 

only music from their own state, as compared with 74% of the 

Hausas disagreeing with the statement (Table 23B). While 

the Ibos, Yorubas, and Edos disagree or strongly disagree 
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(80% or more) that the NYSC be discontinued, the Hausas, 

although supporting the continuance of the NYSC, scored low

est of the ethnic groups (66.7%). A different pattern 

emerges when we consider the willingness of our respondents 

to accept or reject checks from customers of different eth

nic groups. The Hausas, Yorubas, and Edos (54% or more) as 

opposed to Ibos (40%) showed more willingness to accept 

checks from those who belong to different ethnic groups. 

Although the majority of our respondents exhibited their 

willingness to serve in the NYSC, the Edos (81.7%) are more 

likely to serve. Some doubt is demonstrated by the Hausas 

(51.9%) in working with others from different ethnic groups 

to achieve national goals, as compared with the Ibos, 

Yorubas, or Edos (62% or more) who are willing to work with 

others to achieve national goals. The Hausas agree or 

strongly agree (72.2%) that inter-ethnic accommodation has 

developed since the civil war. But other ethnic groups--

Ibos, Yorubas, and Edos (49 . 3%-56 . 8% )—are cautious in 

believing that inter-ethnic accommodation has been achieved 

since the civil war. 

The Ibos tend to be individualistic and semi-democratic 

and because of their mobility-oriented approach to survival, 

necessitated primarily Py a lack of sufficient land, may be 

more willing to trade with others from different groups. 

Conversely, the Ibos' reluctance to accept checks from 
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customers of different ethnic groups may be due to the dis

trust which reached its climax shortly before and after the 

civil war. The Hausas, Edos, and Yorubas were partners dur

ing the civil war and trusted each other in their quest to 

keep Nigeria one. That trust may have spilled over to our 

respondents, as reflected in their willingness to accept 

checks from people of different ethnic groups. 

The almost 52% of the Hausas who expressed some doubts 

about working with others from different ethnic groups exem

plifies the fears and conservatism that have characterized 

their approach to interactions. History shows that the 

Hausas initially opposed independence because of their fear 

of Southern domination, especially the Ibos, and the educa

tional disparity between Southerners and Northerners. The 

81% of the Edos who are more likely to serve in the NYSC 

shows the role the Bendel State has played in the unifica

tion process. The Edos have always been the power breakers 

in each of the civilian administrations. In their quest to 

find a more acceptable alliance, it is only fitting that 

understanding others' cultures will help in deciding which 

alliance will be more fruitful and helpful to Nigerian 

unity. 

While the majority of our respondents in all ethnic 

groups agrees or strongly agrees that inter-ethnic marriage 

is a good thing, the Ibos, Yorubas, and Edos (84.5^, and 
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more) are more willing to engage in inter-ethnic marriages 

than the Hausas (75.9%; see Table 23H). While one recog

nizes the conservative nature of the Islamic religion, which 

may be why the Hausas are less likely to engage in inter

ethnic marriage, religion as a major factor in defining the 

behavior of Nigerians has been troublesome. When analysts 

have tried to treat religion as a key independent variable, 

they have found difficulties in trying to parcel out reli

gion from ethnic subcultures (Cohen, 1967). Cohen (1967), 

for example, found that Yoruba Moslems objected to Hausa 

Moslems' religious and economic separatism in Ibadan. Smock 

(1966, 140) found that although Islam has been described as 

a religion of obedience and respect for authority-normally 

understood to discourage individualism--Islam, like Christ

ianity, involves individual rather than group adherence to 

beliefs which are held valid. 

Social scientists (Cohen, 1967; Smock, 1966; Bienen, 

1985, 123) have found that ethnicity, not religion, is crit

ical in social, political, and economic networks through 

which business is carried out. Although the Ibos have been 

characterized as individualistic and predominantly Catholic, 

LeVine (1966, 32-50) has speculated that there are certain 

elements in Ibo culture, for example willingness to innovate 

and rely on individual initiative rather than inherited 

position, that explain their behavior better than reliejion. 
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This analysis leaves one with the question, "Which came 

first? The chicken or the egg?" Does religion determine 

the culture and behavior of a given group? Or do the cul

ture and behavior of a given group determine which religion 

would be most compatible with that particular group? 



CHAPTER VI 

MULTIVARIATE ANALYSIS 

The Nigerian student data suggest some support for the 

research hypotheses; however, the simple bivariate correla

tions cannot directly test the model presented in Chapter I 

To facilitate a more direct test of the path assumptions, 

therefore, this chapter will factor analyze the question

naire items in an attempt to reduce the complexities of the 

data to summary coefficients that capture underlying dimen

sions. The second objective is to examine the ethnic dif

ferences on the factor scores. Although the ethnic differ

ences are not great, four separate path analyses have been 

tested to substantiate or refute our claim. 

This study focuses on the pattern and level of mass 

media use and political integration in Nigeria, That is, 

does exposure to the mass media of communication increase 

the individual's ability to dev&lop integrative attitudes? 

For example, will there be greater interactive tendencies 

with people from different ethnic groups or will the toler

ance of others from different ethnic groups increase as a 

result of exposure to the mass media of communication? In 

Chapter I, we developed a working model (Figure 1, page 4) 

169 
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which posited that 

(a) media consumption and participation will either be 

positively or negatively related to feelings of integration 

(b) media consumption will either be positively or neg

atively related to participation 

(c) media consumption will positively or negatively 

affect integration attitudes directly and independently, and 

indirectly through participation. 

To test our working model (hypotheses), we conducted 

three separate factor analyses, using a principal component 

analysis with a varimax rotation. Three separate factor 

analyses were necessary because of the possibility of 

"methods effect" (Perkins and Fowkles, 1980, 96), in that 

(a) the number of questions designed to measure mass media 

use were interfering with all other questions in the ques

tionnaire, and (b) some of the questions did vary in format. 

As suggested by Perkins and Fowkles (1980, 96), such vari

ability can yield factors that may have no significance or 

relevance to our measures. 

The resultant factor analyses for the media and politi

cal variables are displayed in Tables 24 and 25. As Table 

24 indicates, we observed that two major clusters are 

derived. These two dimensions we labeled (1) media for 

information and (2) media for escape. Factor 1 (media for 

information) comprises items such as "watching television so 
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Media 
Information 

Media 
Escape 

Local news 
National news 
Watch TV to be in touch with 

the world 
V̂ atch TV to get information first 
Watch TV to keep up with main 

events of the day 
Watching TV helps me make 

decisions 
Watch TV so that I can get 

information first 
Watch TV to be part of what 

is happening 
Specific stories in newspaper--

news about Latin America 
Specific stories in newspaper--

news about sports 
Specific stories in newspaper--

news about government 
Specific stories in newspaper--

news about Nigeria 
Specific stories in newspaper--

news about U.S.A. 
Specific stories in newspaper--

news about U.S.S.R. 
Specific stories in newspaper--

news about Europe 
Specific stories in newspaper— 

news about Africa 
Specific stories in newspaper— 

news about Asian countries 
Specific stories in newspaper--

news about business world 
Specific stories in newspaper--

news about disasters 
Read newspaper to get information 

first 
Read to keep up with main events 
Read to be part of what is 

happening 

.67 

.64 

.62 

.61 

.59 

.56 

.55 

.54 

.53 

.52 

.51 

.50 

.49 

.49 

.48 

.47 

.46 

.45 

.43 

.42 

.41 

41 

.28 

.33 

-.31 
.29 

.27 

.21 

.30 

.33 

.38 

.22 

.23 

.34 

.20 

.29 

.21 

.23 

.32 

.22 

.20 

.21 

.25 

.22 
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TABLE 24 CONTINUED 

Media 
Information 

Media 
Escape 

Read to get information first 
Read to get information I can use 
Listen to radio to get information 

first 
Listen to radio 

I can use 
Listen to radio 

is happening 
News specials/documentaries 

to get information 

to be part of what 

Eigen value = 20.2 
Percentage of variance = 11.5 

.39 

.39 

.37 

.36 

1.35 
34 

.31 

.26 

.22 

.23 

.24 

.23 

Watching TV tells a lot about 
life 

Watch TV to learn a lot about 
people 

Watch TV when bored 
Reading newspaper helps me 

forget problems 
Reading nevyspaper shows life 

is not that bad 
Reading newspaper helps me 

make decisions 
Reading newspaper satisfies my 

sense of curiosity 
Reading newspaper is like having 

a good talk with a friend 
Read newspaper when bored 
Reading newspaper tells a lot 

about life 
Listening to the radio makes life 

more secure and reassured 
Listening to the radio helps me 

forget my problems 
Listening to the radio helps me 

make up my mind 
Listening to the radio satisfies 

my sense of curiosity 
Listening to the radio is like 

having good talk with friend 
Listen to radio when bored 

.41 .69 

. 2 3 

. 3 4 

. 2 2 

. 4 3 

. 2 2 

. 4 1 

. 3 3 

. 2 3 

. 2 3 

. 3 4 

. 3 2 

. 4 4 

. 3 3 

. 2 7 

. 3 1 

. 6 8 

. 6 2 

. 6 0 

. 5 5 

. 5 4 

. 5 3 

. 5 1 

. 5 1 

. 5 0 

. 4 9 

. 4 9 

. 4 9 

. 4 8 

. 4 6 

. 4 5 
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Media Media 
Information Escape 

Listening to the radio shows that 
life is not that bad 

Listening to the radio tells a lot 
about life 

Listening to the radio to learn a 
lot about people 

Eigen value = 12.1 
Percentage of variance = 7.0 

35 

39 

37 

. 44 

. 4 2 

. 47 

that I can get information that I can use," reading a speci

fic story in the newspaper--e-g., the U.S.A., the U.S.S.R., 

Latin American, and Asian countries—and watching televi

sion, reading a newspaper, or listening to the radio to be 

part of what is happening. These items appear to be tapping 

those who use media exclusively to gain information. Factor 

2 (media for escape) comprises items such as "I watch tele

vision, listen to radio, or read the newspapers when bored," 

"watching television shows that life is not that bad," and 

"listening to the radio helps me make up my mind." This 

factor reflects those who turn to the media for solace. 

The political variables also produced two major clus

ters. Factor 1 is labeled participation and Factor 2 is 

labeled integration. Items measuring participation include 

voter registration in the 1979 and 1983 elections and par

ticipation in political parties. Factor 2 (integration) 
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TABLE 25 

Factor Matrix For Two 
Political Dimensions 

Factors 

Variables Integration Participation 

Discontinuing the National 
Youth Service Corps 

Interethnic marriage bridging 
ethnic differences 

Inter/intra trade without 
ethnic bias 

Serving in the National Youth 
Service Corps 

Working outside one's state 
Types of music played by 

state radio stations 
Place of residence should be 

individual 's choice 
NYSC good way to overcome 

ethnic difference 
Acceptance/non-acceptance of 

checks from customers of 
different ethnic groups 

Voter registration in 1979 
election 

Voter registration in 1983 
election 

Financial contribution to 
political parties 

Participation in political 
campaigns 

Eigen value 
Percentage of variance 

-.61 

.59 

.57 

.56 

.56 

-.55 

.54 

.46 

.51 

2.9 
16.9 

.29 

.25 

-.13 

.20 

.11 

.15 

-.16 

.37 

. 39 

.72 

.60 

.67 

.60 

2.1 
12.7 

comprises inter alia "trade without ethnic bias," "accep

tance/non-acceptance of checks from customers from different 

ethnic groups or out-of-state customers," and "interethnic 

marriages bridging ethnic differences." 
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The third factor analysis, which can be seen in Appendix 

G, displays factor scores for the four ethnic groups. 

Ethnic Variation on the Factor Scores 

This dissertation has emphasized the prevalance of eth

nic conflict in Nigerian political history. In fact, it is 

ethnic conflict that constitutes the concern for whether 

political integration is possible. The question naturally 

arises as to whether ethnic diversity and turmoil are 

expressd differentially in the measures of participation, 

media, and particularly integration. It could be that eth

nic experience in such a nation is so different that the 

relationships between the independent variables--media and 

participation—and the dependent variable—integration--are 

patterned differently across ethnic groups, which the model 

confirms for some while different patterns emerge for 

others. 

It has been illustrated in previous chapters that the 

four major ethnic groups do vary on some of the individual 

measures of media, participation, and integration, while 

being similar on others. Here, this question is plumbed 

further by looking at the ethnic groups in terms of the 

composite factor scores. Simple means, standard deviations, 

and ranges are employed to detect any possible ethnic var

iation . 
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As Table 26 illustrates, there are differences on the 

four factor scores, although none are dramatic. For 

example, the Hausas and the Edos score more on the positive 

TABLE 26 

Ethnic Scores On Four Factor Variables 

Groups 

Media Politics 

Info (1) 

1 (Hausa) 
mean = .08 
sd = .75 

(range) (-1.62 
+1.90) 

Escape (2) 

.19 

.95 
(-2.71 
+2.07) 

Part (3) 

-.48 
1.13 

(-2.56 
+1.38) 

Integ (4) 

.29 

.72 
(-1.15 
+2.38) 

2 (Ibo) 
mean = .02 .13 
sd = 1.1 .92 

(range) (-3.22 (-2.12 
+1.89) +2.12) 

- . 0 6 
. 7 6 

( - 2 . 1 9 
+ 1 . 1 7 ) 

- . 2 6 
. 9 7 

( 3 . 1 3 
1 . 6 7 ) 

3 (Yoruba) 
mean =-.12 
sd = .92 

(range) (-3.71 
1.84) 

- . 1 5 
. 9 1 

( - 2 . 2 4 
1 . 8 1 ) 

. 0 8 

. 9 9 
( - 3 . 3 4 

1 . 5 8 ) 

- . 0 9 
. 9 9 

( - 5 . 0 6 
1 . 8 8 ) 

4 (Edo) 
mean = .06 
sd = .82 

(range) (-2.17 
2.15) 

-.01 
.91 

(2.06 
1.58) 

-.22 
1.00 

(-3.19 
+ 1 .40) 

.08 
1.2 

(-1.67 
7.37) 
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side of the factor score for the information media than the 

Ibos and the Yorubas. What this means is that the former 

pair is more inclined than the latter two to use media for 

information. However, these variations should not suggest 

that one or two groups are entirely different from the 

others. There is considerable similarity in terms of intra-

group variance (see the standard deviations) and the ranges 

are wide in all four groups, containing both positive and 

negative scores of comparable magnitude. 

Similar features of the data can be seen in the other 

factors. On media for escape, the Hausas and Ibos score 

higher than the Yorubas and Edos, but the variance is com

parable across all groups. On the perhaps more important 

political variable, participation, the Hausas and the Edos 

are distinctively lower than the Ibos and the Yorubas. 

Under controls, the Yorubas are perhaps more willing to 

participate in the political process than the Hausas, Ibos, 

or Edos. Although the scores are not dramatic, our discus

sion in Chapter II, and especially the events that led to 

the first military coup in Nigeria (1966), are eloquent 

testimony of this phenomenon. The conflict between Chiefs 

Awolowo and Akintola, the problems of the Western region 

1969 election, and the realignment of political parties 

exacerbated incessant political involvement in the then 

Western Region dominated by the Yorubas. 
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On the very important indicator of integration the 

Hausas clearly are the most integrative in attitude, with 

the Ibos at the opposite extreme or the lowest of the ethnic 

groups in terms of support for integration. While the vari

ance might be due to a diversity of individual responses, 

the events that led to the civil war and its aftermath 

probably explain this phenomenon. The Hausas, for example, 

have produced Nigeria's political leadership—Balewa in the 

1960s, Gowon and Mohammed in the 1970s, and Buhari and 

Babaginda in the 1980s. It is to be expected that the 

Hausas will likely want to maintain the status quo. During 

the Nigerian civil war, the Federal troops were led by 

Hausas and their slogan was "to keep Nigeria one is a task 

that must be done." 

The Ibos, who scored lowest in terms of support for 

integration, were defeated by the Federal troops during the 

Nigerian civil war. Despite their mobility, the conse

quences of the civil war linger on in the minds of the Ibos. 

Chapter II attributes as one cause of the civil war the 

secessionist move by the then Eastern region of Nigeria, 

dominated by the Ibos, which was triggered by the inability 

of the military to arrive at a consensus on who should rule 

Nigeria. The civil war was chiefly a battle between the 

Hausa and Ibo military and administrative officials. 
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The Path Analysis 

The results to this point suggest that while there is 

diversity in ethnic patterns, there is no reason to think 

that all groups represent substantial differences within 

group diversity. However, this similar variance may be 

differentially represented in the path analytic formula

tions . 

Adding the political factors to the media factors, a 

multiple regression analysis was then conducted to test if 

(a) different indicators of the same independent variables 

are valid in the sense that they predict uniformity to the 

dependent variable (that is, if media and participation will 

be positively or negatively related to integration), (b) the 

hypothesized variables have any acceptable level of associa

tion, and (c) the variance is adequately accounted for by 

individual indicators of the independent variables. 

Because the percentage of variance obtained may not be 

sufficient for the explanation or validation of theories 

about multidimensional social actions (Morrison and Steven

son, 1972, 914; Blalock, 1961, 4-5; and Boyle, 1970, 461-

480), path analysis was utilized to break down the bivariate 

relationship into (a) the direct relationship or effect of 

an independent variable on the dependent variable and (b) 

the relationship or indirect effects of all other interven

ing variables on the relationship between the independent 
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variables and the dependent variable by calculating the 

standardized partial coefficients describing the relation

ship between any two variables while controlling for their 

covariance with all other variables in the model. 

Ideally, four models should be run, one for each ethnic 

group. However, owing to limitations of numbers, this solu

tion is not ideal. To best represent the data and extract 

from them the most information, what is proposed and execut

ed is two approaches. First, employing all cases (i.e., 

ignoring ethnic groups) the model is run. Second, although 

there are limitations to small numbers, the question must be 

asked: Are the patterns of interrelationships the same 

across all groups? 

Figure 6 portrays the results of the path analysis. One 

part of the model gives marginal support to the basic hypo

thesis linking media to participation and integration. 

Attending to media outlets to obtain information is margin

ally but positively and directly related to both participa

tion and integration (path coefficients of .19 and .12, 

respectively). Participation is directly and positively 

related to attitudes about integration (.45). While not 

impressive, the total effects, both direct and indirect, do 

suggest the expected relationships. 

The second media factor is more problematic. The use ot: 

media for escape is positively related to participation at 
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Media 
Information 

Media Escape 

Participation .45 Integration 

Figure 6. Patii Analysis on the Aggregate Data 

about the same level of magnitude as media-for-information 

(.18) and an indirect path through participation is suggest

ed. However, in the multivariate regression of the three 

variables, the escape factor score is negatively related to 

integration attitudes (-.10) in the direct path. 
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While the model is weak, the results do suggest that 

media in general may not stimulate integration attitudes. 

Rather, specific orientations of consumers may be important 

in the equation. There is a certain face logic to the 

notion that some types of usage, such as that of escaping 

life's problems, may not help develop specifically political 

attitudes or an integrated political culture. 

The breakdown by ethnicity (see Figures 7-A through 7-D) 

suggests some commonality and some variations. Media for 

information is consistently related in a positive way di

rectly to integration, and this same independent variable is 

also consistently and positively related to participation. 

Both the direct and indirect paths for information give sup

plemental evidence that media may operate directly or in

directly through participation on integration. Too, the 

direct path of media for escape is negatively correlated in 

the direct path with integration across all groups. 

The evidence providing doubt about the larger picture 

relates to the link between media for escape and participa

tion and more importantly, the link between participation 

and integration. In the former, only one ethnic group pro

duces the overall sign direction (the Ibos) and this sign is 

very weak in terms of numerical strength. More worrisome is 

the path between participation and integration broken down 

by ethnic group. Only the Edos show any real magnitude of 
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positive strength. Clearly, under controls, the relation

ship between participation and supportive attitudes for 

integration is very weak. 

Given all the qualifications, the observer could say 

that there is some overall connection between those that 

seek media for information, and participation and positive 

attitudes about integration. It is very likely that eth

nicity operates in such a way that national forces, such as 

media, have not clearly and decisively cut across all ethnic 

groups to produce the pattern expected by developmental 

scholars. 

Equally possible is the fact that when ethnic groups are 

exposed to distinct media contents, such exposure may foster 

participation and disintegration, for example, the French 

and non-French speaking cultures in Canada and the Flemish 

and Walloons in Belgium. In the Nigeria analysis, this 

phenomenon was not considered because media outlets are 

controlled by government through the Nigeria Television 

Authority and the Radio Corporation of Nigeria. Information 

disseminated is supportive of the government and symbols 

displayed are integrative in nature. 



CHAPTER VII 

CONCLUSIONS 

Summary and Implications 

In Chapter I, a working model reflecting the hypotheses 

was constructed. Based on the literature review, it was 

hypothesized that (a) the more an individual is exposed to 

the mass media of communication, the greater the probability 

that he will participate in the political process, and (b) 

the greater the probability that he will become politically 

integrated. 

Chapters II and III sketched the history of the Nigerian 

State in the 20th century. This history is one dominated by 

ethnic and regional strife. The pattern of tribal politics 

led to the Nigerian civil war in 1969-70. Beyond that sig

nificant breakdown in the polity, there is continuing evi

dence that ethnicity can still be disruptive to national 

unity. 

The general notion that media consumption can be an 

integrative force in national political life was examined. 

The literature on the concepts of media in development, 

participation, and integration was reviewed. Each of these 

concepts was operationalized in a survey instrument 
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administered to Nigerian college students. Their responses 

to the questions posed formed the basis for examining fre

quency distributions and the breakdown of responses across 

four ethnic groups--the Edos, the Hausas, the Ibos, and the 

Yorubas. 

From the assumptions stated in Chapter I and the chap

ters on the three major concepts, a multivariate model was 

constructed for use on the Nigerian student sample. First, 

factor analyses were performed to test the idea that in

tegration, participation, and media constitute separate 

aspects of reality. The media variables sorted into two 

basic factors, one termed media-for-information and the 

other media-for-escape. The two labels are descriptive of 

the items in a straightforward way. The information group 

reflects the self-reported motivation to seek out informa

tion on Nigeria and the world; the escape domain is domin

ated by motivations to escape reality by media entertain

ment. The political variables broke down into two compon

ents: participation indicators, such as voting in national 

elections, and integration attitudes, which were exemplified 

by various opinions on involvement with members of other 

ethnic groups and regions. Ethnic variation on the four 

major factors was examined. Generally, while some variation 

between groups was illustrated, the four groups were over

lapping in their response patterns. 
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Ignoring ethnic groups initially, regression analysis 

was employed to test the model. The results provide at 

least partial support for the notion that variances in media 

and participation are related to variance in integration 

attitudes. High scores on the media variable were positive

ly associated with high participation rates. This was true 

for both aspects of media usage, which were about equal in 

terms of the path coefficients in the multivariate model. 

It was also assumed that the influence of media on integra

tion could be direct, or indirect through participation. 

The regression analysis provided marginal support for this 

notion. Employing simultaneous controls, the results illus

trated a partial weak path of media consumption for informa

tion through participation to attitudes about integration. 

Finally, with a sensitivity to the problem of ethnic 

variation, separate analyses were run for each of the four 

groups. These results were weakened by a reduction in the 

number of cases, and while the general pattern of the over

all results was suggested, it was obvious that ethnicity 

still has a potential confounding effect. 

These findings have suggested that political integration 

is probably a process involving many variables over time as 

is posited by Haas (1961, 366-392). The moderate path co

efficient of .45 is a testimony that there is no absolute 

conclusion to the integrative process; rather, there are 
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relative levels of attainment (Jacob and Teune, 1964, 1-45). 

Since exposure to the mass media of communication appears to 

increase the level of participation, participation could 

enhance the development of a political culture, and hence 

stability. The media therefore could be used in the dis

semination and propagandization of integrative symbols and 

myth. 

That seeking media for knowledge had roughly equal in

fluence to more escapist usage in predicting participation 

rates is an interesting phenomenon. These results suggest 

that any kind of media usage is conducive to the development 

of political involvement. Being in tune with national media 

sources, therefore, would appear to be important irrespec

tive of the motivation for seeking communications outlets. 

The negative direct path between escape and integration 

suggests that media itself may not be the critical variable 

for developing integrative attitudes. Rather, the predis

position of users may also be critical. Media, of course, 

does not operate in a vacuum; it operates within the pre

vailing societal norms and as media experts have claimed 

operates only to reaffirm or support societal norms or cul

tures or values. While media does not have the magical wand 

attributed to it in the 1960s, suffice it to say that media 

is a significant factor, especially in the dissemination of 

information to a large audience. Since the effective 
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communication of intent and action is important in the de

velopment process, media could be an important factor, not 

necessarily the only factor, for establishing integration. 

While not absolutely conclusive, this study demonstrates 

that the adaptive or accommodative model is perhaps more 

useful than the displacement model. The displacement model 

posits that some citizens will be displaced in the integra

tive process, while the accommodative model posits that 

citizens may have adapted to the new multi-ethnic statehood 

situation by being accommodative of other ethnic groups, yet 

not forsaking their own ethnic groups. Simply put, ethnic 

cohesion can co-exist with the acceptance of interaction 

with citizens outside one's ethnic group. Therefore, in-

group cohesion and out-group interaction become the basis of 

horizontal integration. 

Limitations 

Employing cross-sectional data at one point in time, of 

course, is problematic here as in all similar studies of 

attitudes and behavior. The assumption in this research is 

that integrationist attitudes result in a temporal sequence 

from media and participation. While not as compelling, a 

counter perspective might be held: those with integration

ist sentiments already established for other reasons may be 

led to participate and consume media. This assertion 

reinforces McCrone and Cnudde's finding (1966, 72-79) that 
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mass communication's effect on political development is a 

developmental sequence and that political development occurs 

when mass communication permeates society. 

From a larger perspective of the theory of development, 

because this study was based solely on horizontal and value 

integration rather than vertical integration and centraliza

tion, it was impossible to tap the feelings of our respond

ents toward the various institutions and those who operate 

these institutions as a measure of centralization and 

vertical integration. A com.plete analysis of integration 

attitudes in national development would include both hori

zontal and vertical dimensions. 

It is also important to state that a one-nation study 

cannot be generalized to all developing countries. Consid

erable variation across nations is possible for both the 

content and structure of media and the propensity of various 

national populations to be similarly affected by media. 

From this study we can say that our findings are consistent 

with the theoretical literature in that exposure to the mass 

media of communication increases the propensity for in-group 

cohesion and out-group interaction (Ose-Kwame, 1980, 48 and 

Morrison and.Stevenson, 1972, 926). 

This partial confirmation of the theoretical literature 

must, however, be qualified by the fact that different media 

usage patterns may differentially have integrative results. 
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On the one hand, in-group cohesion and out-group interac

tion, which is the basis for horizontal integration, may 

increase communication among disparate ethnic groups and 

such increased interaction may bring to light conflicts that 

have not been resolved in the past and hence malintegration 

(van de Berghe, 1963, 696-697). This assertion is supported 

by our finding that those who use media to escape social 

realities may develop general apathy and malintegrative 

attitudes. 

Within the confines of this particular case, there are 

methodological questions relating to the development of a 

combined social distance measure (attitudinal survey), which 

was employed in this study, and actual observed social net

works (e.g. inter-ethnic marriages; ethnic composition of 

political parties; ethnic composition of the Federal Civil 

Service, State Civil Service, and local governments; and the 

number of inter-ethnic migrations). The combination of 

these methods will give the researcher the ability to trace 

the congruence between subjective behavior (attitudes and 

perception) and objective or actual behaviors. While we 

recognize this shortcoming in the study just reported, time, 

financial, and political constraints have prevented the 

inclusion of the social networks components. 

The second methodological problem that needs attention 

in the future is the use of a more representative sample. 
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University students are atypical of the general populace. 

Our findings therefore cannot be generalized to the entire 

nation. However, this study is suggestive about an impor

tant segment of Nigerian society, those in institutions of 

higher learning who by virtue of their education will become 

significant actors in Nigerian political culture. 
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MASS MEDIA USE AND POLITICAL INTEGRATION 

IN NIGERIA 

You have been specially selected to participate in 

the above survey. The purpose of this survey is to deter

mine how the mass media of communication could contribute 

to the level of political integration. 

Your responses will be kept anonymous and your name 

will in no way be identified when the results are analyzed. 

Please do not write your name on the questionnaire. 

The principal investigator of this study is Moses 

O. Osaghae, a doctoral student in the Political Science 

Department, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas. This 

study is under the supervision of Professor Richard 

Vengroff, Director for the Center for Applied International 

Development Studies, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas. 

We hope you will take time off from your busy sche

dule to complete this questionnaire. Your cooperation is 

needed for a valid study. Please do not hesitate to write 

or telephone Professor Vengroff (806) 742-3878, if you need 

a copy of the result. However, an abstract of this study 

will be made available to all Nigerian Universities. 
• 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: GIVE YOUR 
IMMEDIATE FIRST IMPRESSION AND DO NOT SPEND TOO MUCH TIME ON 
ANY SINGLE ONE. 

1. On the average, how many hours do you now spend daily 
watching television, including day time and night time 
programs? hours. 

2. How often do you watch television? Please check one 

(5) everyday Q , (4) frequently Q] , 

(3) sometimes Q / (2) rarely • , (1) never Q . 

3. Please list the three television programs you watch 
most often (1) # 
(2) ' 
(3) • 

4. How often do you watch the following programs: 
Please check one of the following boxes by the side: 

(a) TV movies/drama 

(b) News specials and 
documentaries 

(c) Adventure, crime, police 
and detective shows 

(d) Sports 

(e) Local news 

(f) Talk shows 

(g) Musical variety shows 

(h) National news 

(i) Situation comedies 
(e.g., Village 
Headmaster) 

e
v
e
r
y
d
a
y 

D 

D 

D 
• 
n 
n 
n 
n 

s
o
m
e
t
i
m
e
s 

D 

n 
n 
n 
n 
n 
D 
n 

. 
r
a
r
e
l
y 

n 
n 
n 
• 
D 
n 
n 
n 

n
e
v
e
r 

n 
D 

n 
n 
n 
n 
n 
n 

D • • • 
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(a) Watching television 
keeps me in touch 
with the world 

(b) I watch television 
because I like to get 
information first. 

(e) Somehow I feel more 
secure and reassured 
after I watch 
television 

(f) Watching television 
helps me forget about 
my problems 

• • • n n 

p n n n • 
(c) Television programs 

help me understand 
some of the problems 
other people have Q 

(d) Watching television 
helps me keep up with 
the main events of 
the day • 

(g) Watching television 
makes me realize that 
my life is not that bad 
after all • 

(h) The information I get 
from television helps 
me make up my mi nd 
about things |_j 

• • a n 

• • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 
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(i) Television satisfies 0 1 2 3 
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4 
my sense of curiosity p] [ | | | f^ fH 

(j) Watching television is 
like having.a good talk 
with a friend 0 0 0 0 0 

(k) I watch television when 
I am bored O D O O O 

(1) Television programs 
give me information 
that I can use O O O O O 

(m) I watch television so 
I can feel that I am a 
part of what is happening 
in the world O O O O O 

(n) I watch television 
to be entertained 0 0 0 0 0 

(o) Television programs 
can tell a person a lot 
about life O O O O O 

(p) I learn a lot about 
people from watching 
television O O O O O 

How often do you read a Nigerian daily newspaper 
(other than your university newspaper)? Please check 
One. 

everyday several days a week few days a 
week practically never 

On the average, how many minutes do you spend reading 
one issue of a daily newspaper (when you read one)? 

I I 5-10 minutes O ^^ ^"^ more minutes 

I I 11-20 minutes O ^^^^ ^^^" ^ ̂ ^^^ 

I I 21-30 minutes 
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8. When you read a daily newspaper and come across the 
following kinds of stories, how often do you read 
them? Please check the appropriate box: '* 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g] 

(h 

(i 

(j 

(k 

(1 

(m 

(n 

(o 

Government and politics 

News about crime 

Comic section 

News about Nigeria 

News about U.S.A. 

1 News about U.S.S.R. 

1 News about Europe 

) News about Africa 

1 News about the 
entertainment world 
(television stars, etc. 

1 News about Asian 
^countries 

1 News about Latin 
American countries 

) News about business 

) News about sports 

) News about disasters 

) The editorial page 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

) • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
•• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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9. Here are some reasons people have given for reading a 
newspaper. Please indicate the extent to which you 
agree or disagree with the reasons as it applies to 
you personally. For each item, indicate whether you 
(4) strongly agree, (3) agree, (2) disagree, (1) 
strong disagree, (0) don't know. Please check one box 

(a) Reading a newspaper 
keeps me in touch 
with the world 

(b) I read a newspaper 
because I like to get 
information first. 

(c) Reading a newspaper 
helps me understand 
some of the problems 
other people have 

(d) Reading a newspaper 
helps me keep up with 
the main event of the 
day 

(e) Somehow I feel more 
secured and reassured 
after I read a newspaper 

0 1 2 3 4 • • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 
(f) Reading a newspaper 

helps me forget about 
my problems 

(g) Reading a newspaper 
makes me realize that 
my life is not that bad 
after all 

(h) I like learning the 
jokes from newspapers 

(i) The information I get 
from newspapers helps 
me make up my mind 
about things 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 
• • • • • 

• • • • • 



9. Question 9 continued. 214 

(j 

(k 

(1 

(m 

(n 

(o 

Newspapers satisfy 
my sense of curiosity 

Reading a newspaper is 
like having a good talk 
with a friend 

I read a newspaper when 
I am bored 

Newspapers give me 
useful information 
that I can use 

I read a newspaper so 
I can feel that I am a 
part of what is happening 
in the world 

I read a newspaper 
to be entertained 

0 • 

• 
• 

1 • 

• 
• 

2 3 4 • • • 

• • • 
• • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 
• • • • • 

( p ) 

(q) 

(r) 

(s) 

(t) 

Newspapers can tell a 
person a lot about life 

I learn a lot about people 
from reading newspapers 

Others (please 
specify) 

Others 

Others 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

10. Please list the Nigerian magazines which you read 
regularly. (By regularly, we mean every issue or 
almost every issue is read). If none leave answer 
space blank. 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
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11. In the past four weeks, how many times have you seen a 
movie in the cinema house? 

0 1 2 3 4 5 or more 

12. If your answer to No. 11 is 1 or more, please list the 
titles of the movies you remember seeing. 

2 

3 

6, 

7 

13. The following adjectives have been used to describe 
various nationalities. For each adjective, please 
indicate how well the adjective describes the average 
Nigerian today. That is, on a seven point scale, rate 
each adjective from (1) not very descriptive to (7) 
very descriptive of a Nigerian today. 

(a 

(b 

(c 

(d 

(e 

(f 

(g 

(h 

(i 

(j 

(k 

Aggressive 

Ambitious 

Athletic 

Boastful 

Clanish (related to 
own group) 

Extremely 
nationalistic 

Friendly 

Gluttonious (greedy 
for something) 

Healthy 

Imagi native 

Individualistic 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

• • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • 
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14. 

(1) 

(nii 

(n] 

(o] 

(p] 

(ql 

(r! 

(s ] 

(t 

(u] 

(v] 

(w, 

(yl 

(yi 

(zi 

Hov 
frc 

• Intelligent 

1 Industrious 

1 Loyal to family 

1 Materialistic 

ties 

1 Ostentatious 
(showy, pretentious) 

1 Naive 

Pleasure loving 

1 Practical 

1 Prone to crime 

1 Sex oriented 

1 Sportsman like 

1 Tribalistic 

1 Straightforward 

1 Violent 

1 Wasteful 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

i often do you communicate 
)m your own ethnic group? 

everyday fr equently 

rarely almost never 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
with 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

other Nigerians 

sometimes 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
not 
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15. 

16. 

What is your most important source of information 
about Nigerians and Nigerian culture? Check one. 

(a 
(b 
(c 
*(d 
'(e 
'(f 
:(g 
(h 

Television 
Radio 
Newspaper 
Movies (cinema) 
Friends in Nigeria 
Family (parents and relatives) 
Magazines 
Others specify 

Here are some reasons people have given for listening 
to the radio. Please indicate the extent to which you 
agree or disagree with such reason as it applies to 
you personally. For each item check whether you (4) 
strongly agree, (3) agree, (2) disagree, (1) strongly 
disagree, (0) don't know. 

(a) Listening to the radio 
keeps me in touch 
with the world 

(b) I listen to the radio 
because I like to get 
information first. 

(c) Listening to the radio 
helps me understand 
some of the problems 
other people have 

(d) Listening to a radio 
helps me keep up with 
the main event of the 
day 

(e) Somehow I feel more 
secured and reassured 
after I listen to the 
radio 

(f) Listening to the radio 
helps me forget about 
my problems 

0 1 2 • • • 3 4 • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 

• • • • • 
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(g) Listening to the radio 
makes me realize that 
my life is not that bad 0 1 2 3 4 
after all • • • • • 

(i) The information I get 
from the radio helps 
me make up my mi nd 
about things O O O O O 

(j) Radio satisfy my 
sense of curiosity O O O O O 

(k) Listening to a radio is 
like having a good talk 
with a friend O O O O O 

(1) I listen to the radio 
because I am bored O O O O O 

(m) Radios give me 
useful information 
that I can use O O O O O 

(n) I listen to the radio so 
I can feel that I am a 
part of what is happening 
in the world O O O O O 

(o) I listen to the radio 
to be entertained | | | | | | | | | | 

(p) Radios can tell a 
person a lot about life Q Q Q [̂  [̂  

(q) I learn a lot about 
people from listening 
to the radio. D O O O O 

(r) Others (please 

specify) • • • • • 

(s) Others • • • • • 

(t) Others • • • • • 
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Part II 

Now here are different kinds of questions. Please check 
the one that is most appropriate. 

17. People should be allowed to trade between Nigerian 
states and within Nigerian states without any ethnic 
restriction. (check one) 

strongly disagree 1 P] 

disagree 2 ri 

agree 3 • 

strongly agree 4 Q] 

18. Buba and Sokoto should be the country's national 
dress. (check one) 

strongly disagree 1 Q] 

disagree 2 QJ 

agree 3 Q 

strongly agree 4 Q 

19. A state radio station should play only music from that 
state's ethnic groups. (check one) 

strongly disagree 1 Q 

disagree 2 [̂  

agree 3 Q 

strongly agree 4 Q 

20. Those whose religion prevent them from respecting the 
national symbols (e.g., the flag, independence day, 
etc.) should be punished. (check one) 

strongly disagree 1 O 

disagree 2 [_J 

agree 3 • 

strongly agree 4 LJ 
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21 People, should be allowed to choose where they want to 
live in Nigeria irrespective of their place of origin. 
(check one) 

strongly disagree 1 Q 

disagree 2 Q 

agree 3 • 

strongly agree 4 Q 

22. People generally consider themselves as Nigerians 
first, and then a member of a particular ethnic group. 
(check one) 

strongly disagree 1 Q 

disagree 2 Q 

agree 3 Q 

strongly agree 4 Q 

23. Marriage between ethnic groups is a good thing, (check 
one) 

strongly disagree 1 Q 

disagree 2 Q 

agree 3 Q 

strongly agree 4 Q 

24. Northern states should discover or explore for their 
own oil and be less dependent on southern states. 
(check one) 

strongly disagree 1 Q 

disagree 2 Q 

agree 3 Q 

strongly agree 4 []]] 
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25. Besides the English language, there should be an indi
genous (local) universal language. (check one) 

26. 

strongly disagree 

disagree 

agree 

strongly agree 

Every state should have 

strongly disagree 

disagree 

agree 

strongly agree 

1 

2 

3 

4 

its 

1 

2 

3 

4 

• 
• 
• 
• 
own 

• 
• 
• 
• 

currency (money). 
(check one) 

27. Every industry or company operating in Nigeria 
should be Nigerian owned. (check one) 

strongly disagree 

disagree 

agree 

strongly agree 

iD 
20 
3n 
*• 

28. The Nigerian National Anthem and Pledge of Alligience 
should be sung and recited by all institutions— 
(Ministries, quasi government agencies) and schools 
every working day. (check one) 

strongly disagree 

disagree 

agree 

strongly agree 

iQ 

20 
30 
40 
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29. Every governmental agency and private business must 
display the Nigerian flag daily. (check one) 

strongly disagree 1 QJ 

disagree 2 QJ 

agree 3 QJ 

strongly agree 4 QJ 

30. The National Youth Service Corps should be discon
tinued, (check one) 

strongly disagree 1 QJ 

disagree 2 [Q] 

agree 3 QJ 

strongly agree 4 QJ 

31. It is wrong to have a blood transfusion from someone 
other than a person from your own ethnic group. 
(check one) 

strongly disagree 1 QJ 

disagree 2 QJ 

agree 3 QJ 

strongly agree 4 QJ 

32. Northerners and Southerners have learned to accom
modate each other since the Civil War. (check one) 

strongly disagree 1 QJ 

disagree 2 QJ 

agree 3 QJ 

strongly agree 4 QJ 
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33. One should be proud to serve as a National Youth 

Service Corps member. (check one) 

strongly disagree 1 QJ 

disagree 2 Q] 

agree 3 QJ 

strongly agree 4 QJ 

34. Federal government should ship oil to all parts of the 
country irrespective of ethnic difference. (check 
one) 

strongly disagree 

disagree 

agree 

strongly agree 

!• 
2 ^ 

3 ^ 

4 ^ 

35. The National Youth Service Corps is a good way to 
overcome ethnic differences. (check one) 

strongly disagree 

disagree 

agree 

strongly agree 

!• 
2n 
3 ^ 

*n 
36. One of the following should be Nigerian national 

language. (check one) 

Hausa 1 O 

Yoruba 2 QJ 

Ibo 3 QJ 

Efik 4 QJ 

Edo 5 QJ 
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37 If I die in a state other than mine, I will preter 

being carried to my own state for burial. (check one) 

strongly disagree 1 QJ 

disagree 2 O 

agree 3 QJ 

strongly agree 4 QJ 

38. Understanding different cultures will help us accept 
whoever is the national political leader. (check one) 

strongly disagree 1 QJ 

disagree 2 QJ 

agree 3 QJ 

strongly agree 4 QJ 

39. Understanding the culture and background of other eth
nic groups will lead to increased flexibility among 
members of different ethnic groups when making 
national decisions. (check one) 

strongly disagree 1 QJ 

disagree 2 QJ 

agree 3 QJ 

strongly agree 4 QJ 

40. It would be a good idea for all youth, not just 
college graduates, to participate in the National 
Youth Service Corps. (check one) 

strongly disagree 1 QJ 

disagree 2 QJ 

agree 3 QJ 

strongly agree 4 QJ 
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41. The National Youth Service Corps will help familiarize 
participants with the culture(s) of the ethnic groups 
that they are assigned to work in. (check one) 

strongly disagree 1 QJ 

disagree 2 QJ 

agree 3 QJ 

strongly agree 4 Q] 

42. Would you accept a cheque made by a customer from a 
different ethnic group who purchased an item from you? 
(check one) 

Will not accept 1 QJ Will take cash only 3 QJ 

Do not know 2 [Q] Will accept 4 QJ 

43. Would you accept an out-of-state cheque from a 
customer who purchased an item from you? (Check one). 

Will not accept 1 QJ Will take cash only 3 QJ 

Do not know 2 QJ Will accept 4 QJ 

44. Do you think it is good for the different ethnic 
groups among the Nigerian people to act together to 
achieve national goals? 

Yes, if other things 
No 1 O change 3 QJ 

No opinion 2 QJ Yes 4 QJ 

45. Do you think that intermarriage is a good way of 
trying to bring the different ethnic groups together? 
(check one) 

No 1 O Sometimes 3 QJ 

Not sure 2 QJ Yes 4 QJ 

46. Will you serve in the National Youth Service Corps? 
(check one) 

No 

Do not know 

!• 
2n 

will consider 

Yes 

3 ^ 

40 



226 

47. If you were offered an attractive appointment (in 
terms of salary scale and promotion prospect) outside 
your state, would you be likely to: (check one) 

Reject it 1 QJ Try it out 3 • 

Do not know 2 Q Accept if wholeheartedly 4 QJ 

48. The Mass Media of Communication (television, radio, 
newspapers, magazines, etc.) should be privately owned 
and independent of the government. (check one) 

strongly disagree 1 QJ 

disagree 2 QJ 

agree 3 QJ 

strongly agree 4 QJ 

49. On the whole, do the activities of the National 
government tend to improve conditions in this country 
or would we be better off without them? (Not this par
ticular government, but government in general), 
(check one) 

Makes no difference 4 QJ 

Better off without them 3 QJ 

Sometimes improve, sometimes don't 2 QJ 

Tend to improve 1 QJ 

50. When you get your information from the media, how 
often do you discuss the information with others? 

Never discuss O 

Barely discuss QJ 

Sometimes LJ 

Always |_J 
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51. Suppose a regulation were being considered by your 
national government which you consider very unjust or 
harmful, what do you think you could do? (Check as 
many possible actions in the boxes) 

(a) work though informal unorganized groups 
(neighbors, friends, attend meetings) QJ 

(b) work through political parties QJ 

(c) work through other formal organized group 
(Trade Union, professional group, church) QJ 

(d) take violent action-protest march, rebellion QJ 

(e) nothing, what can someone like me do to 
influence political decisions QJ 

(f) nothing, it is better to mind my own 
business QJ 

(g) write a letter to my representative QJ 

(h) visit a political leader QJ 

52. Suppose a regulation were being considered by your 
state government which you consider very unjust or 
harmful, what do you think you could do? 

(a) work through informal unorganized groups 
(neighbours, friends, attend meetings) QJ 

(b) work through political parties QJ 

(c) work through other formal organized group QJ 
(Trade Union, professional group, church) 

(d) Take violent action-protest march, rebellion QJ 

(e) nothing, what can someone like me do to 
influence political decisions QJ 

(f) nothing, it is better to mind my own 
business QJ 

(g) write a letter to my representative QJ 

(h) visit a political leader QJ 
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53. About how much effect do you think the activities of 
national government have on your day to day life.? 

Great deal QJ 

Some effect QJ 

No effect QJ 

54. About how much e f f e c t do you think the a c t i v i t i e s of 
s t a t e government have on your day to day l i f e ? 

Great deal [ | 

Some effect QJ 

No effect QJ 

55. About how much effect do you think the activities of 
local or city government have on your day to day life? 

Great deal QJ 

Some effect Q 

No effect QJ 

56. Were you registered to vote in the 1979 elections? 

Yes • 

No n 
57. Which party did you vote for? 

NPN QJ 

UPN QJ 

NPP I I 

GNPPQJ 

PRP QJ 

58. Were you registered to vote in the 198^ elections? 

Yes QJ 

No n 
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59. Have you ever donated money to any political party or 

candidate running for public office? 

Yes p 

No P 

60. How often did you participate in political campaign 
activities? 

Never participated p 

Barely Q~| 

Sometimes QJ 

Always p 

61. The current Head of State of the Nigerian military 
government is: 

General Paul Omu P 

General Muhammadu Jega P 

General Ibrahim Babangida P 

General Tunde Idiagbon QJ 

General Muhammed Buhari QJ 

62. The current military governor of my State 

is . 

63. The federal military government has succeeded in eli
minating the majority of the problems it identified 
when it took over power. 

Strongly disagree 

Disagree 

Neutral 

Agree 

Strongly agree 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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64. The state military government has succeeded in elimi
nating the majority of the problems it identified when 
it took over power. 

Strongly disagree P 

Disagree P 

Neutral P 

Agree P 

Strongly agree p 

65. The government should be allowed to regulate all pha
ses of business transactions. 

Strongly disagree P 

Disagree P 

Agree O 

Strongly agree O 

66. The properties of those who failed to pay their taxes 
should be seized by their respective tax agencies. 

Strongly disagree O 

Disagree QJ 

Agree O 

Strongly agree O 

67. The administrative capital of my state 
is ^ _• 

68. The Chief of Staff Supreme Military Headquarters is: 

General Abacha O 

General Idiagbon O 

General Jega O 

General Nwachukwu QJ 
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69. Political party affiliation should not be considered 
when awarding governmental contracts. 

70. 

71. 

72. 

Strongly disagree 

Disagree 

Agree 

Strongly agree 

My sex is male 

I am married 

How many people ar 

si 

e 

ngle 

ther 

• 
• 
• 
• 

female. 

widow 

e in vour imme 

divorced 

diate familv? 
(Your parents, children or half brothers and sisters 
from your mother and father). (check one) 

less than 4 people 
4-6 people 
7-9 people 
10 and above 

73. I am from ethnic group (e.g. Ibo, 
Yoruba, Hausa, Edo). 

74. My age is years months. 

75. I am in the University of 

76. What is your major (e.g. English Language, 
Architecture, Computer Science, History) 

77. My approximate total family income (parents—father, 
mother, spouse) for 1985 was (check one of the 
following). 

(a) N 2,000-4,500 
(b) N 4,501-7,500 
(c) N 7,501 and above 
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Education in most African countries is viewed as not 

only a major factor in national development but as a 

strategic instrument for achieving it. Education in post-

colonial Africa is also the single most important national 

institution in distributing status. 

At the time of this writing, there were 19 universities 

either established or in the final stages of being estab

lished in Nigeria. These universities are controlled by the 

Nigerian University Commission in Lagos, which oversees the 

administration of the various policies. 

The majority of highly educated Nigerians (excluding 

those who are schooled abroad) are from seven major univer

sities in Nigeria: Universities of Ibadan, Ife, Nigeria 

(Nsukka), Benin, Lagos, Ahmadu Bello, and Ado Bayero. These 

universities were therefore selected purposively. 

With approximately 25,000 students graduating from 

Nigerian universities and other institutes of higher learn

ing annually (Nelson, 1982, 132), a sample of 420 students 

was sought for this study. There was initially a list of 

graduating university students, which was the sampling 

frame. Then, a random sample was drawn by giving every 

subject in the population an equal chance of being selected. 

Lists were obtained for each university. From a random 
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starting point, a skip interval procedure was employed to 

derive the desired number of respondents for each univer

sity. Each university had equal representation, that is, 60 

students were selected in a random sampling from the samp

ling frame or list of graduating seniors. The questionnaire 

used in this study can be seen Appendix A. To ensure confi

dentiality and increase validity, the addresses of those in 

the final sample were obtained from the registrars' offices 

and the questionnaires mailed to them. When completed, the 

questionnaires (which were administered by Professor E.E. 

Enabor, Chairman, Department of Forest Management, Univer

sity of Ibadan), were mailed to the return address with the 

affixed stamp. For every university, a maximum period of 

three weeks was used as the cut-off period to complete and 

return the questionnaire. 

When the questionnaires were mailed out, identification 

numbers were assigned to each one to help keep track of 

those who returned them. A follow-up letter was sent to 

those who failed to return their questionnaire within the 

cut-off period. 

Of the 420 questionnaires mailed out, 301 (72%) were 

returned and used for this study. As Table 27 shows, 71.8% 

are male while 28.2% are female. Table 28 shows that 75.4% 
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TABLE 27 

Frequency Distribution Of R's Gender 

Value Label Frequency Percent 

Male 216 71.8 

Female _S5 28.2 

301 100.0 

TABLE 28 

Frequency Distribution Of R's 
Marital Status 

Value Label Frequency Percent 

Married 70 23.3 

Single 227 75.4 

Widow 1 • 3 

Divorced 3 1 • 0 

301 100.0 
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of our respondents are single, and 23.3% are married. Our 

data also shows that the majority of our respondents (90.2%) 

come from a family with between seven and nine persons 

(Table 29). Table 30 shows that 46.2% of our respondents 

come from a family with an annual income of above 7501 naira 

(that is, $1875). Table 31 shows that the ages of our res

pondents range from 18 to 50 years, with the bulk of our 

respondents falling between 23 and 25 years (57.1%). Table 

32 shows that the majority of our respondents are Yorubas 

(33.9%). This is so because three of the seven universities 

are from Yoruba-speaking areas--Lagos, Ibadan, and Ife. 

Edo, Hausa, and Ibo are represented by 23.6%, 17.9%, and 

17.3%, respectively. 

A majority of our respondents are from the university of 

Ibadan (18.3%); the rest are distributed as follows: 

Nigeria Nsukka, 16.9%; Ahmadu Bello, 16.3%; Ife, 15%; Lagos, 

11.6%; Benin, 12.3%; and Ado Bayero, 9.6%. (See Table 33.) 

Table 34 reveals that 42.9% of our respondents are majoring 

in arts and sciences, 20.3% in the physical sciences, 13.3% 

in agriculture, 2% in medicine, and 3.7% in law. 



TABLE 29 

Frequency Distribution Of R's 
Number Of Persons In 

Immediate Family 

237 

Value Label Frequency Percent 

Less th.an 4 people 

4-6 people 

7-9 people 

10 and above 

14 

69 

121 

95 

301 

4.7 

22.9 

40.2 

31.6 

100.0 

TABLE 30 

Frequency Distribution Of R's 
Family Income 

Value Label Frequency Percent 

N2000-4500 

N4501-7500 

M7 501 and above 

51 

96 

139 

16.9 

31.9 

46.2 

301 100.0 
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TABLE 31 

Value Label 

0 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
35 
36 
37 
40 
50 

Frequency Distribution Of R's 
Age 

Frequency 

6 
1 
1 
6 
11 
14 
32 
48 
53 
39 
23 
23 
21 
6 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 

301 

Percent 

2.0 
.3 
.3 

2.0 
3.7 
4.7 
10.6 
15.9 
17.6 
13.0 
7.6 
7.6 
7.0 
2.0 
.7 

1.0 
1.0 
1.0 
1.0 
.3 
.3 
.3 

100.0 
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TABLE 32 
Frequency Distribution Of R's 

Ethnic Groups 

Value Label 

Hausa 

Ibo 

Yoruba 

Edo 

Efik 

Tiv 

I jaw 

Others 

Frequency 

54 

52 

•102 

71 

4 

1 

4 

12 

Percent 

17.9 

17.3 

33.9 

23.6 

1.3 

.3 

1.3 

4.0 

301 100.0 
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TABLE 33 

Frequency Distribution Of R's 
Institution 

Value Label Frequency Percent 

Unibadan 55 18.3 

Unilag 35 11.6 

Unife 45 15.0 

Unig. Nsukka 51 16.9 

Abu 49 16.3 

Uniben 3 7 12.3 

Bayero _29 9 ^ 

301 100.0 
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TABLE 34 

Frequency Distribution Of R's 
Discipline 

Value Label Frequency Percent 

Physical science 61 20.3 

Arts and sciences 129 42.9 

Business administration 12 4.0 

Education 8 2.7 

Law 11 3.7 

Medicine 6 2.0 

Agriculture 40 13.3 

Others _12 10-6 

301 100.0 
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19S9 eteCTlON RESULTS 

P O L L I N G DAY A.N'D T H E RESULTS 373 

T A J L X I C C : CaaOAhMn e^V^ca utd S<*u br P M T T aad Rcrioa 

1 N e n b 1 W o t | C M C | l^^ot | T o u U 

1 V o t a Seau 1 V o t e S o s 1 Vetca & s a | Votes S u u | V o t a SCAU 

.V?C 

Act MO 
C/wp 

Othcn 

t.SdS.ooi t34 

337.:33(0 * 

301.013 IS 
i U . 6 a 3 7 

7^.346 t l 

733.6«« 31 
id4.3da i 

443.394 14 
S37.63e<iin 1 

1S9 — 

ai .6o« • 

43.137 1 
13a — 

l .999. '79 134 

«0»».377 49(»0 

I.993.364 7? 
610,677 10 

T a u i i ' j 3.370,370 174 1 1.379.341 «« | t.93«.3e4 n ( MO^tfTa 3 7.lA«.7«7 3t« 

( 0 CutdidAUS i t a a d a c uadcr th« tCLFU rrmaoi got yo^.oyo mC 1^0* . 
(u) Inciuoiac oe« tskcaaiaird t c ic 

(u i ) DP.NC CO* }0.733 o^ liMK. 
1 

NPC 
NCNC/NEPU 
Action Group 
Others 

North 

105 
s8 
30 
10 

West 

25 
3» 

6 

East 

• 

47(0 
• »7 

9 

Lagos 

3 

I 

Total 

105 
102(1) 

79 
25 

19^4 eLEicrioN RETSULTS 

L;gos 

NPC N'NDP NCNC AG NPF Inds. Totals 

North (162) - - - (4) ( 0 167(167) 
^rcs: - C36) (5) (^5) - (0 57(57) 
: . i id-Wct — — 1(13) — — — 14(13) 

- 49 (-5) 4 - - 70(15) 
- I 2 - (r) 4 ( r ) 

(36} 84(53) =^(^5) (-̂  5(3) 31-(-53) 
I-i.ial 
P:rty Totals (162) 
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No. Political association Ltadtr Stentary 

1 Unity Party of Nigeria 
2 National Party oi Nigeria 
3 Nigerian Advance Parry 
4 National People's 

Convention 
5 Whig Party o£ Nigeria 
6 People's Action Congress 
7 People's Redemption Parry 
8 Movement of the People 
9 Nigerian People's Party 

10 Great Nigeria People's Party 
11 Nigeria People's 

WeUare Party 
12 Nigerian Nauonal Congress 

of Progressives 
13 Socialist Working People's 

Party of Nigeria 
14 Democratic Nigerian 

Republican Conservatives 
15 Nigerian Democra tic 

Congress 
16 Common Man's Party of 

Nigeria 
17 National Management 

People's Party of Nigeria 
18 Social Democrats, Con-

servadve. Liberal and 
Labour Alliance Party of 
Nigeria 

19 Proberity Alliance Party 
of Nigeria 

Chief Obafemi Awolowo 
Chief .\. M, A. .\kinloye 
Mr O. A. Braithwaite 
Mr Inusa Sibnisima 

.\lhaii S. S. Amego 
Dr Obodozie O. O. Duru 
.\lhaii Aminu Kano 
Mr Fela .Anihilapo Kuti 
Chief OIu .\jQnfosile 
.\lhaii Waziri Ibrahim 
Chief G. B. . \ . .\kinyede 

.\lhaji .M. O. Idirisu 

C. .\nozie 

Mr A. Ode>»-vnmi 

Chief H. J. .K. Dappabi-
riye 
Nfallam Garba Abubaka 

Mr Okoo W. E. Afahame 
Udi 
Mr Adevemi Adebodun 

MrC.VAgfaoU 

Mr Clement Gomalk 
Mr Adamu Ciroma 
Chief E. Chiegina 
Mr Solomon Oboko 

Prince Job Enweregi 
Dr Cornelius Ojimba 
Mr Sam Ikoku 
Steve Bewa Udah 
Mr Paul Unongo 
Mr Ndoka Eze 
Mr Arinze Ozoma 

Comrade Ola Oni 

Mr Ibidapo Fatogun 

Mr A. Oyesina 

Chief (Dr) E. S. Amadi 

Chief I. W. Osika 

Same as Leader 

Mr Afolabi Ogun-
bayo 

Mr I. Adedayo 

file:///kinloye
file:///lhaii
file:///lhaii
file:///jQnfosile
file:///lhaii
file:///kinyede
file:///lhaji
file:///nozie
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Senatorial election results, 1979 

Suits 

Anambra 
Bauchi 
B««del 
Bcnuc 
Borne 
CnuXivtT 
C o f t f o U 
I m e 
iCaduaa 
Kane 
K w a r a 
L a f o * 
N i f f f 
O f w a 
Ondo 
Ovo 
Plateau 
Rivers 
Sokeie 

Tota l 

Pcrecnuf t 

House of 

Suut 

Bendel 

Confo la 

L^fo i 
N i j e r 
O j u n 
Ondo 
Ov> 
Plaicau 
Rivers 
S'jkoio 

To ia l 

Pcrcenti je 

Rtftntn^ 
mm 

4«.&33.782 

TMOI 

last 

942.616 
70SJ22 
667.T21 
4 7 0 J 5 » 
516.63S 
603.966 
600 J 9 7 

1.016.66S 
IJJ59.027 

946.713 
406 J 6 7 
5 ^ . 0 9 2 
319.401 
461.954 
S62J7S 

1.010.244 
434.998 
317.889 

901.761 

12J32.195 

2S.7 

Representatives 
Ttut 

nun 

48.633.782 

eul 

i.ioa.m 
807 J I O 
903.140 
513J59 
7 3 6 j r 
729.667 

668 J 8 t 
1.162.689 
1.236.780 
1.045.154 

^ . 6 9 2 
595.149 

299.712 
612.454 
824.759 

1 .on .233 
534.167 
4V1.2W 

1.250.647 

14,941.533 

31 0 

c.vw 

XZMZ 
188.799 

3 8 J 2 2 
46.452 

2 7 8 J 3 2 
163.953 
223.121 
101.184 
232.924 

3 5 J 3 0 
23.874 
14.480 
71.498 

3.078 
4.855 

11.292 
2 1 . 2 r 
47.185 

317.306 

1441.854 

1 4 6 9 

S: »i 

V?S 

10.932 
28.959 

3 1 6 J 1 1 

u.va. 
22.145 
78.479 

124J07 
9.481 

85.094 

13J31 
124J47 
428J78 

1 3 J 6 0 
405.047 
501.491 
787.687 

19.624 
20.164 
34.145 

3.040.006 

24.25 

ratr* / f r ik* ftiinni pamti 

S?S 

yxsnx 
323.417 
250.194 
3 3 i 9 6 7 
184.633 
310.011 
203.226 
145J07 
400.888 
233.985 
248J30 

33.730 
275.697 

53.099 
49.612 

200 J 7 2 
154.792 
163.463 
511J62 

4JT7.7S6 

34.13 

J election results, 19' 

CSFP 

33.944 
196.9*»7 . 

30.420 
59.538 

390 J 6 5 
157.975 
237 J 4 8 
103.993 
253.336 

26J78 
33.024 
5.703 
6«J.397 

1.S4I 
2.569 

10.579 
53.329 
5^.4.'50 

*ll.ZhA 

2,170.054 

1452 

FRP 

19J74 
127.279 

2.055 
2.491 

31J08 

-
30.708 

9.978 
278J14 
663.367 

1.950 
2J56 
8.139 

^ 
-

2.497 
19.017 

1.024 
38.255 

1.238.712 

9 3 8 

19 
.Vt. «/ rMr> trnttj^f tkt fmiituol pmmn 

CP\ 

1SJ35 
27.04«» 

371.033 
13.728 
31J58 
94.443 

142J26 
16.385 
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Gubernatorial election results, 1979 
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Factor Matrix for Two Media Dimensions 
253 

Ethnic Group 1: Hausa 

Reading newspaper gives me useful information 
I can use 

Listening to radio to be part of what's 
happening 

Listening to radio helps make up mind 
Listening to radio to get information first 
Listening to radio to keep up with main events 
Listening tp radio satisfies sense of 

curiosity 
Listening to the radio can tell a person 

a lot about life 
Reading newspaper helps me understand 

others ' problems 
Information from newspaper helps make 

decisions 
Reading newspaper gives useful information 

I can use 
Listening to radio to keep up with main 

events 
Listening to the radio helps me understand 

others ' problems 
Watching TV tells a lot about people 
Reading newspapers satisfies curiosity 
Reading newspaper to get information first 
Watching TV safisfies sense of curiosity 
Watching TV to keep up with main events 
Listening to radio is like a good talk 

with a friend 
Watching TV to learn a lot about people 
Listening to radio shows life is not so 

bad after all 
Somehow I feel more secure and reassured 

listening to radio 
Watching -TV helps me make decisions 
Watching TV helps me forget problems 
Learn a lot about people reading newspapers 
Watching TV to be in touch with the world 
Watch TV when bored 
Listening to radio helps me forget my 

problems 
Watch TV to be assured and reassured 

,57 

.5 6 

.55 

.54 
.51 

•49 

.4 9 

.4 9 

.4 8 
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•46 
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-4 3 
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,36 
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Watching TV shows life is not so bad after 
all 

Reading newspaper helps me forget my problems 
Read newspaper to get in touch with the 

world 
Reading the newspaper is like a good talk 

V7ith a friend 
Reading the newspaper shows life is not so 

bad after all 
Listening to the radio can tell a lot about 

life 
Read newspapers when bored 
Watch TV to be assured and reassured 

Eigenvalue 
Percentage of variance 

.3 5 

.37 

.36 

.35 

.30 

.31 

.30 

.21 

7 . 7 
1 6 . 1 
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. 45 

- . 4 2 

.40 

- . 3 7 
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. 33 
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Ethnic Group 2: Ibo 

255 

Watch TV to get information I can use 
Watch TV to be part of what's happening 
Watch TV to keep up with main events 
Watch TV to get in touch with world 
Read newspaper to get in touch with world 
Read newspaper to be part of what's happening 
Specific story in newspaper—news about 

sports 
Newspaper gives useful information I can use 
Read newspaper to keep up with.main events 
Read newspaper to understand others' problems 
I like learning the jokes from newspapers 
Listening to the radio helps me keep up with 

main events 
Watching TV helps me forget my problems 
Watching TV helps me make decisions 
Reading the newspaper helps me forget my 

problems 
Read the newspaper when bored 
Reading newspapers is like having a good 

talk with a friend 
Listening to the radio to be reassured and 

more secure 
Listening to the radio to learn a lot about 

life 
Listening to the radio hleps me understand 

others' problems 
Watching TV shows that life is not all that 

bad 
Listening to the radio helps me*forget my 

problems 
Eigenvalue 
Percentage of variance 
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.36 | . 4 ^ 

7 .0 
14 .5 

2.9 
6.2 



Ethnic Group 3: Yoruba 
256 

Reading newspapers to be part of what's 
happening in the world 

Listening to the radio to be part of what's 
happening in the world 

Listening to the radio to get information to 
help make up my mind 

Listen to the radio to get information first 
Listening to the radio keeps me in touch 

with the world 
Listening to the radio helps me satisfy my 

sense of curiosity 
Radio can tell a person a lot about life 
Reading newspapers helps me keep up with 

main events of the day 
Read newspaper to get information I can use 
Newspapers can tell a lot about life 
Listening to the radio helps me keep up 

with main events 
Listening to the radio helps me understand 

others ' problems 
Watching TV tells a lot about life 
Read newspaper to get information first 
Watch TV to satisfy sense of curiosity 
Watch TV to keep up with main events 
Read newspapers to get in touch with world 
Watch television to get information first 
Reading the newspaper makes me feel more 

secure and reassured 
Listening to the radio makes me feel more 

secure and reassured 
Reading the newspaper helps me get in touch 

with the v/orld 
Read newspaper to get information first 
Newspaper can help me learn a lot about 

people 
Watch TV when bored 
Watch TV to get information I can use 
Watch TV to get information first 
Watching TV is like having a good talk with 

a friend 
Listening to radio helps me forget my problems 
Watching TV helps me forget my problems 
Watching TV shows that life is not so bad 

after all 

.5 7 

. 56 

.55 

.54 

.51 ' 

.49 

.49 

.48 
•48 
.48 

.4 7 

.46 

.46 

.45 
.4 4 
•44 
•4 3 
•43 

-4 2 

.4 0 

.40 
.40 

•39 
.TO 
.27 
.26 

•4 1 
.35 
.37 

.31 

.29 

.35 

.33 

.37 

.29 

.35 

.28 

33 
-.41 
.39 

-.22 

.41 

.37 
• 42 
• 40 
.33 
.21 
.22 

.23 

.30 

.22 
.2 9 
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Reading the newspaper helps me forget my 
problems 

Reading the newspaper is like having a good 
talk with a friend 

Watching TV shows life is not so bad after 
all 

Reading the newspaper shows life is not so 
bad after all 

Listen to the radio when bored 
Read the newspaper when bored 
Listen to the radio to be reassured and 

secure 

Eigenvalue 
Percentage of variance 

- . 3 5 

. 3 0 

. 2 0 

. 2 4 

. 2 2 

. 2 0 

. 2 1 

6 . 7 2 
1 3 . 5 

5 . 

1 1 . 

.37 

.36 

.33 

.31 

.31 
.30 

.29 

33 

2 



Ethnic Group 4: Edo 
258 

Listening to radio keeps me in touch with 
the world 

Listen to the radio to get information first 
Read newspaper to get information first 
Reading newspaper can tell a lot about life 
Radio can tell a person a lot about life 
Read newspaper to get information I can use 
Read newspaper to keep in touch with the world 
Listen to the radio to be part of what's 

happening 
Listening to radio helps me keep up with 

main events 
Listening to the radio gives me useful 

information I can use 
Listening to the radio satisfies my sense 

of curiosity 
Newspapers give me useful information I can 

use 
Watch TV to be in touch with the world 
Reading newspapers helps me keep up with 

main events of the day 
Watch TV to get information first 
Watching TV safisfies my sense of curiosity 
Listening to the radio safisfies my sense 

of curiosity 
Watch TV to keep up with main events 
Listening to the radio helps me understand 

others' problems 
Reading newspapers helps me understand 

others ' problems 
Watch TV to get information I can use 
Watch TV to learn a lot about people 
Information from newspapers helps me make 

uo my mind 
Reading newspapers satisfies my sense of 

curiosity 
Read newspapers to be part of what s 

happening 
Watching TV tells a lot about life 
Watch TV to understand others' problems 
Listening to the radio helps me forget my 

problems ,,__^ 
Reading newspapers helps me forget my problems 

,35 

.60 
•58 
.57 
.55 
.53 
.51 
.51 

.47 

,47 

,46 

.44 

.42 

.40 

,39 
.39 
.38 

.37 

.37 

— 

.26 
.3 3 
.21 
.27 
.23 
.21 

.28 

.32 

.25 

.22 

.27 

.26 

.3 3 

.21 

.2 6 

-2 7 
.2 6 

.3 2 

.35 

.34 
,33 

•33 

• 30 

.24 
.22 
.21 

.30 
.28 
.22 

.25 

.28 

»20 
— 

20 
21 

• ^ • ^ 

•63 
59 
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Listening to the radio shows that life is 

not so bad after all ,27 
Watching TV helps me forget my problems .28 
Watching TV shows that life is not so bad 

after all .33 
Reading newspapers shows that life is not 

so bad after all 
Listening to the radio helps me make decisins •24 
Watching TV helps me make decisions •21 
Watching TV is like having a good talk with 

a friend '32 
Watch TV to be assured and secure 
Listening to the radio makes me feel more 

secure and reassured 
Reading newspapers is like having a good 

talk with a friend 
Watch TV to learn about others' problems 
Reading newspapers helps me forget my problems 
Listen to radio when bored 
Watch TV to satisfy my curiosity 
Read newspaper when bored 
Listening to radio is life having a good 

talk with a friend 
Watch TV when bored 
I like the jokes from newspapers 

Eigenvalue 
Percentage of variance 

. 2 1 
.32 
.22 

— 

. 20 
.27 

.27 

.28 
— 

6 . 9 6 
1 4 . 5 

.39 
.38 
.37 
.3 6 
.33 
.3 2 

.32 
,31 
.30 

3 . 0 
6 . 2 

.56 

.5 2 

.51 

.46 

.45 

.4 5 

.4 3 

.4 3 

.40 



Factor Matrix for Two Political Dimensions 

Ethnic Group 1: Hausa 

260 

Discontinuing the National Youth Service Corps 
Inter/intra trade without ethnic bias 
Serving in the National Youth Service Corps 
Working outside of one's state 
Place of residence individual's choice 
Acceptance/nonacceptance of checks from out-

of-state customers 
Acceptance/nonacceptance of checks from cus

tomers of different ethnic group 
Types of music played by state radio 
Inter-ethnic marriage bridging ethnic differ

ences 
Voter registration 1979 election 
Voter registration 1983 election 
Participation in political campaign 
Financial contribution to political parties 

Eigenvalue 
Percentage of variance 

- . 6 2 
. 6 1 
. 58 
. 5 8 
. 5 3 

. 5 1 

. 50 
- . 4 8 

. 47 

.45 

.27 

.21 

.29 

5.23 
10.7 

.42 

.22 

.38 

.20 

.24 

.23 

.38 



Ethnic Group 2: Ibo 

261 

Working outside of one's state 
Place of residence individual 's choice 
Serving in the National Youth Service Corps 
Acceptance/nonacceptance of checks from out-

of-state customers 
Inter-ethnic marriage bridging ethnic differ

ences 
Discontinuing the National Youth Service Corps 
Acceptance/nonacceptance of checks from cus

tomers of different ethnic group 
Types of music played by state radio 
Voter registration in the 1983 election 
Voter registration in the 1979 election 
Participation in political campaign 
Financial contribution ot political parties 

Eigenvalue 
Percentage of variance 

.21 

.32 

.40 

.29 

.30 

.22 

9.7 
12.9 



Ethnic Group 3: Yoruba 262 

Discontinuing the National Youth Service Corps 
Inter/intra trade without ethnic bias 
Working outside of one's state 
Place of residence individual 's choice 
Types of music played by state radio 
Inter-ethnic marriage bridging ethnic differ

ences 
Acceptance/nonacceptance of checks from out-

of-state customers 
Acceptance/nonacceptance of checks from cus

tomers of different ethnic group 
Voter registration 1979 election 
Participation in political campaign 
Financial contribution to political parties 
Voter registration 1983 election 

Eigenvalue 
Percentage of variance 

- . 5 8 
.56 
.56 
.51 

-.49 

.48 

.46 

. •45. 
.42 
• 39 
.31 
.29 

5.0 
6.7 

.40 

.25 
,42 
.39 
.31 

.29 

.36 



Ethnic Group 4: Edo 263 

Serving in the National Youth Service Corps 
Inter-ethnic marriage a good thing 
Working outside of one's state 
Discontinuing the National Youth Service Corps 
Place of residence individual's choice 
Acceptance of blood transfusion from people 

of other ethnic groups 
Inter-ethnic marriage bridging ethnic differ

ences 
Acceptance/nonacceptance of checks from out-

of-state customers 
Types of music played by state radio 
Voter registration in the 1979 election 
Participation in political campaign 
Voter registration in the 1983 election 
Financial contribution to political parties 

Eigenvalue 
Percentage of variance 

. 5 4 

. 5 3 

. 5 2 
- . 5 1 

. 4 9 

. 4 7 

. 4 6 

. 4 6 
- . 4 4 

. 4 3 ^ 

. 47 

. 46 

. 45 

.36 

. 32 

.24 

. 35 

.32 

. 2 1 . 

. 2 6 

. 34 

. 2 8 

9 . 3 4 ^ 
1 2 . 5 

. 59 

. 5 1 

.50 

.44 

1.85 
6 . 5 








