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,^^ PREFACE 
/Vo. 1^0 

^' Several years ago I became aware of the role the Yuma 

Indians played in the founding of San Francisco. At the 

same time, it occurred to me that this small tribe of 

Indians had not received recognition in proportion to their 

influence on the course of southwestern history. Therefore, 

I was challenged to learn more about them. As a result, 

this study is an attempt to trace the relations between the 

Yumas and the Spaniards, whose contributions to the South

west are so well known. 

For the sake of clarity, I wish to point out that 

there are a number of related tribes belonging to the Yuman 

family. One particular group is the River Yumans of which 

the Yuma is a part. Thus, this study deals with one small 

tribe of a group in a much larger family. At present the 

Yuma occupy a reservation on the west bank of the Colorado 

River at the confluence of the Gila River. This territory 

embraces a large part of the land occupied by them at the 

time of Spanish penetration. 

I wish to express my sincere appreciation to Dr. David 

M. Vigness for his direction of this thesis. I also wish 

to thank Dr. Ernest Wallace for serving on my committee. 

Finally, to my husband, Ralph Gray, I give special thanks 

for his encouragement and cooperation which made this study 

possible. 
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CHAPTER I 

YUMA LAND 

For nearly three centuries the present American South

west was the northwestern fringe of the Spanish Empire in 

North America. The area was criss-crossed with Spanish 

trails, and a few outposts were maintained in it chiefly for 

defensive reasons. Both the natural character and the human 

history of the Southwest set it apart as a distinct region, 

for it is a land of geographical and cultural contrasts. 

Preceding the Spanish thrust into this region, the land was 

occupied by numerous tribes of Indians whose language and 

culture differed greatly. People of three basic cultures— 

Indian, Spanish, and Anglo-American—explored, settled, and 

developed the land. 

As a physiographic unit, the Southwest extends from 

western Texas to southern California and from northern Mexico 

to southern Utah. It covers approximately one-half iLillion 

square miles made up of tall mountain ranges, deep canyons, 

wide plateaus, and desert plains. For the most part, there 

is not an abundant supply of water, and vast areas have re

mained arid or semi-arid because of the scarce and uneven 

distribution of moisture over the seasons. This has been a 
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dominating factor in the lives of its people.-^ 

Several rivers compensate to a degree for the insuffi

cient rainfall. The largest of these is the Colorado, v;hose 

biggest tributary is the Gila. Together they carry a suffi

cient volume of water to modify greatly the natural landscape 

in their valleys, making possible the development of a dis

tinct native culture. Present-day methods of dam construc

tion and irrigation are changing the landscape, but primitive 

life in the lower Colorado Valley was controlled to a large 

degree by the river itself. The Colorado River is 1700 miles 

in length, falls S,000 feet, carries a heavy load of silt, 

and flows in a canyon for much of its distance. The final 

constriction is at Yuma. A few miles below this point the 

river forsakes a single channel and spreads out over the 

delta which extends sixty miles south to the Gulf of 

California. As the Colorado and its tributaries drain the 

entire region between the Pacific Coastal Range and the 

Continental Divide, there is a marked seasonal fluctuation 

in the volume of water carried. Under primitive conditions 

this usually resulted in an annual flooding of the river 

plain and the upper delta. 

Above its delta, the lower Colorado River Valley is 

irregular in form, and the width varies from a few hundred 

-'•Edgar L. Hewett, "The Southwest: Yesterday and 
m 
1 omorrow," Papers of t h e School of American Resea rch , New 
Se r i e s—No. 2T1921T, pp . 3 - 6 . 



yards to approximately thirty miles, depending on zr.Q prox

imity of the mountain ranges which bound it on both sides. 

The flood plain is limited by bluffs which are fifty to one 

hundred feet in height, and there is a sharp contrast be

tween the flooded bottom land and that above the bluffs. 

The valley lies in a low desert area where the general 

elevation is a little above sea level, although the altitude 

of the mountains is from two to six thousand feet. Records 

kept at Yuma, Arizona, show the average annual rainfall to 

be slightly over three inches, and the precipitation falls 

mostly in the winter and early spring. Although the winters 

are mild, the temperature range between day and night is 

great. The days are usually warm, but frost occurs some 

nights during December and January. Severe conditions with 

snow and ice have occasionally developed. The temperature 

rises rapidly in the spring, and by the end of May the tropic 

summer has arrived.2 

As rainfall is scarce and irregular and the summer heat 

intense, vegetation is scanty on the sandy and stony mesas 

above the bluffs limiting the flood plain. Creosote bushes 

and bur-sage make up eighty percent of the plant cover, while 

sparsely scattered desert willows, small mesquites, cacti, 

and galleta grass comprise the remainder. The fertile soil 

^C. Daryll Forde, "Ethnography of the Yuma Indians," 
University of California Publications in American Arcnaeolcgv 
and Ethnology, XXVIII (1930-1931 J, pp.~g9-92, hereafter cited 
as Forde, "Yuma Indians." 



4 

of the bottom lands of both the lower Colorado and lov/er 

Gila supports a luxuriant plant life of many varieties. 

There are dense groves of cottonwood and willows and thickets 

of arrowhead six to eight feet high. Large swamps of cattail 

and bulrush and low forests of screwbeans flourish as well 

as certain wild grasses. Thick stands of mesquite grow along 

the edges of the flood plain beneath the mesa bluffs, but 

they occur less abundantly along the small tributary streams 

where large trees of blue paloverde, ironwood, smoke tree, 

and desert willow are fairly common. This marked contrast 

in vegetation was a result of the annual floods prior to the 

present-day flood controls and irrigation systems. 

Primitive agriculture, similarly, depended on flood 

conditions in the valley. Normally, the Gila began to rise 

before the Colorado, whose volume began to increase by the 

middle of February. By the end of April the Colorado was 

flooding its banks for a few days only to recede and rise 

again in May until it reached a maximum in June. These sea

sonal floods were common, but there were times when they 

failed to materialize. Again, unseasonal floods would in

undate the land. Under normal flood conditions, cultivated 

food crops were in abundant supply, and they were stored 

for winter use. The main crops were planted in late June 

and July, and the normal harvest period was September-

October. In addition to the major planting, there were one 

or two others, depending on the available moisture; in some 

years it was possible to plant and harvest two crops. Un-



seasonal floods would occasionally ruin plantings or prevent 

storage of mature crops. If the floods failed to material

ize, there was crop failure which intensified the gathering 

of wild foods. This variable nature of the river floods 

not only determined crop production, but it resulted in con

siderable instability of residence. The people would have 

to move their homes from the flooded valley to the edge of 

the mesa and back again to the bottom lands when the water 

receded. Obviously, the river itself was the most important 

natural factor influencing native life in this low desert 

area-3 

The early inhabitants of the lower Colorado River 

basin were a group of Yuman tribes, closely related in speech 

and general culture. Although Yuman is the term commonly 

applied to this culture, there are those who prefer Patayan, 

meaning "the old people." These pre-historic people are the 

least known in the Southwest, because only the most fragmen

tary evidence has been found concerning them. Evidently, 

many objects of the material culture of the early tribes 

were made of perishable materials, as were the products of 

the later Yumans of the same area, and the annual floods 

destroyed everything. In spite of few material remains, it 

is known that an important chapter in the prehistory of the 

^Edward F. Castetter and Willis H. Bell, Yuman Indian 
Agriculture: Primitive Subsistence on the Lower Colorado 
and Gila Rivers (Albuquerque: The University of New Mexico 
Press, 1951), pp- 1-24, hereafter cited as Castetter and 
Bell, Yuman Indian Agriculture. 



Southv/est lies in the valley of the Colorado River and adja

cent areas.^ 

Harold S. Colton has made an interesting comparison of 

the many similarities between the valleys of the Colorado 

and the Nile, and he believes that the inhabitants of the 

two regions were comparable during the Stone Age but did 

not progress equally. The origin of the Yumans is traced to 

California, because the Yuman languages belong to the Hokan 

language group, one of the oldest in California. Another 

link is archaeological evidence from the "Gila-Pacific 

Trail" over which shells were transported from the Pacific 

Coast.5 

These early people, it is believed, pushed eastward 

from California during the ninth century and finally de

veloped into the Yuman-speaking tribes of the lower Colorado 

Their pre-history is divided into three periods: Yuman I, 

from somewhere in the ninth century to approximately 1050; 

Yuman II, possibly from 1050 to about 1450; and Yuman III, 

from around 1450 to the arrival of the Spaniards. 

Expansion and retraction of the Yuman people occurred 

largely because of changes in the natural environment. 

^Hannah Marie Wormington, Prehistoric Indians of the 
Southwest, Colorado Museum of Natural History, Popular Series, 
No. 7 (Denver: Colorado Museum of Natural History, 1947), 
pp. 117-115. 

^Harold S. Colton, "The Patayan Problem in the Colorado 
River Valley," Southwestern Journal of Anthropology, Vol. I 
(Spring, 1945), pp. 114-121. 



About 1050 the incursion of the Colorado River createa the 

fresh-water Blake Sea; Yumians then migrated to the Salton 

Basin". About I45O the Blake Sea became extinct along with 

the two lakes in the Mohave Sink. As a result, the migrat

ing desert tribes of the California area found a haven in 

the Colorado Valley, and the abandonment of the region west 

of the Colorado caused a surging out eastward along the Gila 

River. The emigrants from California who settled near uhe 

Colorado-Gila junction maintained a basic California-type 

culture but adapted themselves to the new river environ

ment.^ 

This period of marked migration and shifting of ter

ritorial bases among these small tribes coincided with the 

first Spanish contacts. For this reason, Spanish records 

are spotty with reference to the Yumans, and the Yuma 

themselves are not identified as a distinct tribe until 

1700. Father Eusebio Kino seems to have been the first 
7 

author to use this name. Nevertheless, the Spaniards found 

several Indian tribes related in language and material cul

ture when they reached the lower Colorado River Valley, and 

the name of the tribe found at the Colorado-Gila junction 

6Malcolm J. Rogers, "An Outline of Yuman Prehistory," 
Southwestern Journal of Anthropology, Vol. I (Summer, 1945), 
pp. 114-121. 

7A. L. Kroeber, "Yuman Tribes of the Lower Colorado/' 
University of California Publications _iri American Arenaeolo,^v 
and Ethnology, Vol. XVI, No. 8 (August 21, 1920), p. 475, 
hereafter cited as Kroeber, "Yuman Tribes." 
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has been applied to them. These tribes, in order upstream, 

were the Cocopa, the Halyikv/am̂ ai, the Kohuana, the YuTia, 

the Halchidoma, and the Mohave, plus the Maricopa on the 

Gila River. When first contacted by the Spaniards the 

highest culture was found among the Yuma, but enthnologists 

apparently agree that the Mohave elevated the culture to its 

climax. The low cultural level at the beginning of the 

historic period was characterized by flood bottom-land 

agriculture, pottery making, loose tribal organization, 

meagerness of rituals, internal fighting, and unrest.o 

The Yumas were large in stature and darker in color 

than the Pueblo Indians.9 They wore little or no clothing, 

lived in rather crude earth lodges or pit houses, and cre

mated their dead but did not preserve the ashes. Great 

emphasis was placed on the funeral and mourning ceremonies, 

and their attitude concerning death had far-reaching effects. 

All relatives and friends were invited and expected to 

attend the cremation of the deceased. The house and per

sonal belongings of the dead person were burned. His other 

property was given away to non-relatives, and food supplies 

were distributed to those in attendance. His fields were 

oA. L. Kroeber, "Cultural and Natural Areas of Native 
North America," University of California Publications in 
American Archaeology and Ethnology, Vol. XXXVIII (193977 
pp. 42-43, hereafter cited as Kroeber, "Cultural and Natural 
Areas." 

^Forde, "Yuma Indians," p. 94. Spanish reports, as 
shown later, contradict this. 
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left untilled during the mourning period, and no relative 

could use his land. However, a stranger could cultivate 

it after a season had passed.-̂ '̂  The practice of destruction 

and distribution of the deceased's property made it impos

sible for the family or the tribe to inherit and accumulate 

resources from one generation to the next. This constituted 

a serious obstacle to advancement.^-^ 

Another cultural factor detrimental to progress was 

their belief in the dream vision,^2 ^ power-bestowing dream 

as distinguished from the less significant dream of every

day life. In a true dream vision power was bestowed upon 

an individual by an ancestral spirit, and this dream exper

ience conditioned the authority involved. The acquisition 

of supernatural or dreamed power took precedence over all 

concepts of ability, wealth, and hereditary right. 

The Yumas believed, also, in guardian spirits, who 

were available to the ordinary man.^3 These spirits warded 

off danger and assisted in time of great need. They could 

not, however, bestow power in a dream. The Indians did not 

pray or offer up sacrifices to a supreme being, although 

they believed in a creator. Their attitude toward warfare^^ 

lOporde, "Yuma Indians," pp. 207-211. 

llCastetter and Bell, Yuman Indian Agriculture, pp. 25C-
256. 

12Forde, "Yuma Indians," pp. 201-202. 

13Forde, "Yuma Indians," p. 203. 

-^^Forde, "Yuma Indians," pp. I6O-I68. 



• - - — 1 1 1 ' - r: 

was closely associated with their dream experiences; thus, a 

mystical value was attached to fighting. It was necessary 

to dream to secure victory, and victory was necessary to 

acquire spiritual strength and further spiritual power.15 

Believing this, the Yumas still did not maintain elaborate 

military organizations. Their belligerent activities were 

usually spontaneous affairs, engaged in for the pure love 

of fighting and a belief that military success was essential 

for their well-being. They did not fight for economic gain. 

Although the Yumas were warlike in their practices and 

aspirations, hunting was of minor importance. For one rea

son, it was not necessary as a means of obtaining a food 

supply. Too, big game was scarce. There was an unusual 

natural abundance of vegetable foods in addition to what 

they cultivated. Fish, rabbits, wood rats, ducks, and quail 

were plentiful and were used to supplement their vegetable 

diet, especially when there was a crop shortage, or the 

floods drove them to higher ground. They cultivated and 

produced corn, squash, beans, pumpkins, melons, and certain 

wild grass seeds. The chief source of wild food was the 

mesquite and screwbean pods, which were even more important 

to the Yumas than Indian corn. Also, they gathered pods 

from the ironwood trees and the seeds from the wild grasses. 

Wild berries and the greens, roots, and tubers of some wild 

•^^Forde, "Yuma Indians," p. 272. 
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plants added variety to the diet.^^ 

The Yuma population around the Colorado-Gila junction 

was subdivided into a number of groups who lived in scattered, 

constantly shifting settlements within the tribal territory. 

Each settlement was autonomous and had its village leaders 

selected according to demonstrated "dream power." Appointed 

runners maintained communications between the several villages 

and allied tribes. In spite of the segregation and little 

political organization, there was a strong feeling of tribal 

unity, and a tribal leader was recognized. Only in times 

of stress, however, did he exert his authority over all the 

people. Usually, he was the headman of one of the more 

powerful groups, but when his power seemed to fail and his 

dreamiS were called in question, his authority came to an 

end.17 

Through the centuries, then, basic cultural factors, 

combined with physical environment, produced this river 

civilization which the Spaniards first encountered in 1540. 

Despite the failure to discover great riches as found in 

Mexico and Peru, for the next 243 years there were sporadic 

Spanish entradas to Yuma Land. 

Castetter and Bell, Yuman Indian Agriculture, pp. 66, 
97, 167, 179; Forde, "Yuma Indians," pp. 107-118. 

17castetter and Bell, Yuman Indian Agriculture, p. 25, 
and Forde, "Yuma Indians," pp. 133-141. 



CHAPTER II 

During the centuries that the Indians of the lower 

Colorado River Valley were developing into the Yuman tribes, 

the inhabitants of the Iberian peninsula were fighting in

termittent wars to expel the Moors from their lands. Final

ly, after more than seven centuries, the Moors were driven 

out and Spain emerged in 1492 as a unified nation. The re-

conquest completed, Spain could turn her attention to the 

exploration of the new lands discovered by Columbus that 

year. Here was promise of great adventure and much wealth. 

Crusading for generations against a pagan faith endowed 

the Spaniards with a tremendous courage, a powerful imagina

tion, an extraordinary vitality, and a religious zeal. This 

heritage fitted them well for heroic ventures in the New 

World, and conflicting motives of "Gold, Glory, and Gospel" 

urged them on.l 

From the beginning, the Spaniards had an unbounded 

curiosity about the distant lands; furthermore, they labored 

under many delusions. It was believed, at first, that 

Columbus had found merely a new route to the already known 

Ifrving A. Leonard, Books of the Brave (Cambridge, 
Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1949), p. 3. 

12 
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lands of eastern Asia, and many years passed before this 

idea was completely abandoned. Europeans, generally, accepted 

Marco Polo's account of a wealthy island (Japan) and of a 

strait to the south of China whereby men could sail to India. 

It was quite logical, therefore, that the early explorers 

should search for a passage that led to the riches of India. 

This mythical waterway, which was given the name of the 

Strait of Anian, was the key to much of the exploration of 

the New World. 

Although the people of fifteenth and sixteenth century 

Europe were greatly interested in finding the shortest route 

to the riches of the Orient, they expected to find, also, 

many things which are now considered supernatural marvels. 

Romantic legends had given rise to the fanciful ideas of the 

Fountain of Youth, the Amazon Island, the Seven Cities, the 

Terrestial Paradise, and other marvelous wonders. Thus, it 

was only natural that the conquistadors sought to find them 

in the new lands.^ 

The Spaniards began their explorations in the Caribbean 

area and first occupied Espanola (now Haiti.) For fifteen 

years it was the only settlement in the New World. However, 

after Hernando Corte's conquered the Aztecs and occupied 

Mexico City, the conquest spread rapidly in all directions. 

2Charles Edward Chapman, A History of California: The 
Spanish Period (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1921), 
pp. 44-48, hereafter cited as Chapman, California. 
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Although the conquistadors soon recognized South Arr.erica as 

the "New World," for many years they believed that h'orth 

America v;as a southeastward projection from Asia. The 

Spaniards thought it would prove to be only a little wiaer 

than where they had crossed it in Mexico (New Spain) and 

that a short voyage to the north would take them to Asia. 

When they failed to find the Strait of Anian to the south 

of Mexico City, they began searching for it to the north. 

In their endeavors to find the elusive waterway and 

mythical wonders, the conquistadors endured incredible hard

ships. There was ample incentive. The embellished tales 

of kingdoms and treasures discovered by Cortes and Francisco 

Pizarro made it only natural for men to believe even more 

in the legendary riches. Each new discovery of pearls or 

gold or silver served to fire their imaginations. Not know

ing what was real and what was not, the conquistadors sought 

these mysterious and wonderful things in the unknown and 

ever-widening land to the north of Mexico City. Lower 

California assumed the aura of Amazon Island, and the Pueblo 

towns of New Mexico became the Seven Cities of Cibola.3 

Explorational activities to discover the truth about these 

ideas first led the Spaniards to the Colorado-Gila junction, 

where, in 1540, they made their first contact with the Yuma 

Indians. 

3John Walton Caughey, California (New York: Prentice-
Hall, Inc., 1940), pp. 3^-51. 
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After Cortes conquered the Aztecs, it was ten years 

before he sent out his first expedition to the north, mean

while, Nuno Guzman, the chief officer of the newly estab

lished auaiencia, led the first land exploration north from 

Mexico City. His expedition, 1529-1531, penetrated as far 

as the present Rio de Sinaloa, and much of the country along 

his line of march was conquered. Nueva Galicia was the name 

given to all the newly discovered region, and Compostela was 

designated as the capital. Guzman was made governor and 

served until 1536.'̂  

Rivalry between Cortes and Guzman forced Cortes to 

direct his efforts toward sea explorations in his search for 

the truth about the northern mysteries. In spite of hostil

ities, failures, and disappointments, he outfitted three ex

peditions between 1532-1535. As a result of these expedi

tions, Fortun Jimenez discovered lower California, which was 

called Santa Cruz. Ke believed that this area was an island. 

After pearls had been discovered in the area, an unsuccessful 

attempt was made to establish a colony at the present La Paz.5 

Meanwhile, Cabeza de Vaca and three other members of 

the ill-fated Panfilo de Narvaez expedition had spent eight 

^Hubert Howe Bancroft, The Works of Hubert Koxve Bancroft, 
Vol. XV: History of the North Mexican States and Texas. 1331-
1̂ 00., Vol. I (San Francisco: A. L. Bancroft & Company, lo§t~7, 
pp. 26-39, hereafter cited as Bancroft, North Mexican States. 

^Bancroft, North Mexican States, pp. 41-52; Chapman, 
California, pp. 49-52. 
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years wandering among the Indians of Texas and northern 

Mexico. Finally, in 1536, they reached Culiacan, the north

ernmost settlement in New Spain, where Melchior Diaz v/as 

serving as alcalde. From there they were escorted south to 

Compostela and greeted by Governor Guzman. By July they 

arrived in Mexico City to report on their adventures to 

Viceroy Mendoza. The story of their v;anderings created 

great interest, but Cabeza de Vaca's account of rich cities 

just a little beyond where he had passed caused the great

est excitement.^ Surely these must be the fabled Seven 

Cities which the Spaniards hoped to find. 

Consequently, Viceroy Mendoza decided to investigate 

the story, but it was March, 1539, before the project could 

be carried out. Mendoza chose Fray Marcos de Niza to lead 

the expedition, and Estevan, the Negro slave who had been 

with Cabeza de Vaca, was sent along with him. As the group 

y 
pursued their way northward, Estevan pushed on ahead and 

sent back glowing reports to Fray Marcos. When Estevan 

reached the Zuni pueblos in New Mexico, he was killed by 

hostile Indians. Fray Marcos continued his journey until 

he was able to look at one of the Zuni pueblos from a dis

tance. It seemed prudent to claim the country for Spain 

and return to Mexico. He arrived there late in August, oy 

which time he had concocted a dramatic story of golden 

^Bancroft, North Mexican States, pp. 59-70. 
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cities and great wealth in the country to the north.7 Kis 

story set New Spain aflame with excitement; the conquista

dors had another chance to conquer more lands and gain both 

gold and glory. 

When Viceroy Mendoza sent Fray Marcos to search for 

the Seven Cities of Cibola, Corte's protested but to no 

avail. Nevertheless, he made a final gesture to the north

west. In July, 1539; he sent Francisco de Ulloa with three 

ships up the coast of the mainland. Ulloa reached the head 

of the Gulf of California, turned south again, and rounded 

the tip of Baja California as far as Cerros Island. He was 

convinced that the supposed strait was a gulf and the island 

of Santa Cruz (Ulloa was the first to use the name California) 

a peninsula. The largest ship returned to New Spain, but 

it is questionable whether Ulloa ever made it back. Cortes, 

having failed to penetrate the northern mystery, returned 

to Spain in 1540. Although his efforts had been a losing 

venture for himself, he had contributed greatly to movements 

which brought the Spaniards to the Southwest.^ 

In the meantime. Viceroy Mendoza had chosen Francisco 

de Coronado, Governor of Nueva Galicia, to be captain-general 

'Hubert Howe Bancroft, The Works of Hubert Kowe Bancroft, 
Vol. XVII: History of Arizona and New Mexico, 1530-1S88 (San 
Francisco: The History Company, 1689], pp. 25-35, hereafter 
cited as Bancroft, Arizona. Also see Bancroft, North I-̂ exican 
States, pp. 72-77. 

^Bancroft, North Mexican States, pp. 77-^2; Chapman, 
California, pp. 53-54-
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of an expedition to search for the Seven Cities of CiToola. 

An army of conquest mobilized at Compostela and left there 

in February, 1540. However, Melchior Dî az had been sent 

out by Coronado in November, 1539, to make preliminary 

explorations. His group traveled as far as the Gila River 

but found nothing to justify Fray Marcos' story. When Diaz 

reported to Coronado, the commander decided to leave his 

main army at-San Miguel with instructions to await further 

orders and follow later. By July, Coronado had reached the 

Zuni pueblos, where he made his headquarters for about five 

months; from this place he sent out exploring parties in 

every direction. Pedro de Tovar, who went northwest into 

the Hopi country, returned with a story of a great river 

whose banks were peopled with giants. Lopez de CoTrdenas, 

then sent to explore it, discovered the Grand Canyon of the 

Colorado River. The rest of the company, waiting at San 

Miguel, now joined Coronado at the Zuni pueblos. The expe

dition marched northeast into the Great Plains in search of 

Gran Quivira which had been promised by El Turco, an Indian 

guide. Although the search was fruitless, Coronado did re

turn to Mexico in 1542 with precise accounts of the country 

to the north.9 He had prepared the way for further Spanish 

exploration and settlement in the Southwest. 

9pedro de CastaKeda, The Journey of Coronado, 1540-
1542) trans, and ed., George Parker Winship (New York: 
Allerton Book Co., 1922), as reproduced in "March of America 
Facsimile Series," No. 13, Ann Arbor: University Miicrofilms, 
Inc., 1966; pp. 30-77; hereafter cited as Castaneda, Journey 
of Coronado. 
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Viceroy Mendoza sent out a sea expedition under Hernando 

de Alarcon to carry supplies and cooperate with Coronado's 

army. Fray Marcos had led Mendoza to believe that Coronado 

would be traveling only two days' journey from the coast, 

thus it was thought that Alarcon could sail up the gulf to 

some point on the west bank of the mainland where he could 

land supplies for the expedition. Little did the Spaniards 

realize that while Alarcon was sailing northwest, Coronado 

was traveling northeast away from the coast. Far up the 

gulf the ships ran into fierce conflicting currents, and 

Alarcon realized that he must be in the mouth of a great 

river. When Ulloa met those same raging waters, he turned 

south and sailed away. Alarcon, however, anchored his ships, 

and on August 26 he and some twenty men in two small boats 

started up the river—the first white men to enter the great 

Colorado River. The current was so strong at times that it 

was necessary to walk along the shore and tow the boats. 

Alarcon's party soon made contact with the natives and found 

them to be hostile. As the Indians appeared in ever greater 

numbers, Alarcon and his men often had to take their boats 

to the middle of the river for safety. Within a few days, 

the Indians began to believe that Alarcon was the "Son of 

the Sun."l^ Thereafter, he was able to establish friendly 

relations. The natives gave generously of their food and 

helped tow the boats upstream. 

lOCeorge Parker Winship, The Coronado Expedition, 
1540-1542 (Chicago: The Rio Grande Press, Inc., 1964), 
pp. 93-9^. 



After the Indians had been appeasea, the Spaniards 

sought to learn from them something of Coronado. Through 

interpreters, it was learned that the Indians had knov/ledge 

of other bearded white men. They seemed to know about Fray 

Marcos' visit and the fate of Estevan and about other white 

men who had appeared later at cAola. Alarcon could not 

persuade any of his men to volunteer for a journey to 

Cibola, and the Indians refused to furnish supplies or guides 

for such a trip. Early in September the boats started back 

down the river and reached the ships in two and a half days. 

On a second trip up the river, which Alarcon started 

on September 14, he finally came to a place where another 

large river entered the Colorado—the junction of the 

Colorado and Gila rivers. The Spaniards were now among the 

Yuma Indians, who at this point controlled the crossing of 

the Colorado River. For ages Indian tribes on their trad

ing trips had crossed the Colorado at this place, and it 

was to remain for years to come a strategic crossing point 

for both Indians and whites.H Here, Alarcon, hoping to 

contact Coronado, constructed a large cross from the limbs 

of a tree, carved on it a record of his visit, planted it 

in the ground, and returned to his ships. He erected a 

sort of chapel on the shore near the mouth of the river, 

which he called Buena Guia. In October, 1540, he began the 

llDouglas D. Martin, Yuma Crossing (Albuquerque: The 
University of New Mexico Press, 1954), pp. 21-23. 
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return voyage. Later he wrote a narrative of nis voyage 

and sent it to Viceroy Mendoza.1^ 

On May 31, 1541, Mendoza instructed Alarcon to make 

further explorations of the river which he had discoverea 

and there to build and command a presidio.13 Three vessels 

were made ready. However, the voyage was prevented because 

of a revolt of the natives in Nueva Galicia. The safety of 

all New Spain was threatened; therefore, Alarcon was sent 

to help put down the revolt.1^ This seemed to set the pat

tern for Spanish-Yuma relations. Other interests and prob

lems always took precedence over securing the Colorado-Gila 

junction for Spain. 

The second contact that the Spaniards made with the 

Yumas was likewise in connection with Coronado's expedition, 

Melchior Diaz, who had gone with Coronado as far as Cibola, 

was sent back to the Corazones Valley with instructions for 

the main force waiting there to join Coronado. He was to 

remain and try to make contact with Alarcon and the supply 

ships. Diaz, choosing twenty-five men and some Indian 

guides, soon started the search. They traveled in a north-

l^Hernando de Alarcon, "Report of Alarcon's Expedi
tion, 1540," in George P. Hammond and Agapito Rey, trans, 
and eds., Narrative of the Coronado Expedition, 1540-15^2 
(Albuquerque: The University of New Mexico Press, I94O], 
pp. 124-155, hereafter cited as Hammond and Rey, Narratives. 

l^Antonio de Mendoza, "Instructions to Alarcon, Mexico, 
May 31, 1541," in Ham̂ ::ond and Rey, Narratives, pp. 117-123. 

l^Bancroft, North Mexican States, pp. 90-95. 
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westwardly direction for 150 leagues until they, also, 

reached the valley of the Colorado.1^ However, it was 

November before they arrived, and Alarcon had already left. 

They learned from the Indians, however, of his recent visit. 

As proof they found written on a tree: "Alarcon reached 

this place; there are letters at the foot of this tree."!^ 

Diaz dug up the letters in which Alarcon explained that 

California was not an island but a point of the mainland 

forming the other side of the gulf. He had left word, also, 

that he had returned to New Spain. 

Diaz and his men traveled up the east bank of the 

river to the Colorado-Gila junction, which they believed 

must be the same river about which Don Pedro de Tovar had 

talked on his return to Cibola. Diaz called the Colorado 

the Rio del Tizon, because the Indians warmed themselves 

with fire-brands and many charred brands were found along 

its banks. He described the natives as tall, muscular, and 

strong and noted that they wore no clothes. They were in a 

hostile mood and angry about the Spaniards returning so soon 

to their land. When DoTaz learned that the Yumas were plot

ting the destruction of his party, a skirmish followed in 

which the Indians were driven off. 

-̂ For alternate views on the route taken, see Ronald 
L. Ives, "Melchior Diaz—The Forgotten Explorer." Hispanic 
American Historical Review, XVI (February, 1936), pp. 86-90, 
and Carl Sauer," "Letter to the Editor," Hispanic American 
Historical Review, XVII (February, 1937), pp. 146-149. 

l^Castaneda (Winship, Journey), "Narrative," pp. 27-30 
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After this battle with the angry Y-um.as, Diaz'o party 

crossed the Colorado on rafts and started down the west 

bank to explore the country-side. The exact territory 

covered is unknown, but it did go some distance south. 

When a dog attacked the sheep which the Spaniards had 

driven along for food, Diaz threw his lance to drive it 

off. In a freakish accident the lance pierced Diaz's thigh. 

His men started the return journey, carrying their wounded 

commander, but Diaz died twenty days later and was buried 

somewhere along the trail back to Corazones Valley. The 

others arrived there early in 1541."̂ '̂  

Although Alarcon and Diaz failed in their specific 

assignments, they were the first white men to penetrate 

the lower Colorado Valley and leave reports concerning it. 

These reports, however, made it clear that they had not 

found the riches as discovered by Cortes and Pizarro. The 

Yumans had only food to offer5 therefore, they were left to 

their aboriginal existence. Spain's interest in the north

ern regions thereafter lagged because of the poorness of 

the country, but meanwhile the frontier was gradually being 

pushed northward by way of the great central plateau of New 

Spain. The conquistadors, missionaries, miners, and cattle

men all contributed to the movement. Rich silver mines were 

17 'Herbert S. Bolton, Coronado on the Turquoise 
Knight of Pueblos and Plains (Albuquerque: The University 
of New Mexico Press, 1949), pp. 153-178. 



24 

discovered in Zacatecas in 1546, followed by other aiscov-

eries which brought Spanish occupation by loCO to the San 

Bartolome Valley of southern Chihuahua.1^ 

Expansion to the north brought new reports of the 

Pueblo region which led to several entries into it in the 

1580's and 1590's. When Antonio de Espejo returned from 

the area in 15^3, he brought back reports with all the ele

ments of the Northern Mystery. The effect was similar to 

that which preceded the Coronado expedition. Finally, Juan 

de Onate was given a contract for the conquest and settle

ment of the territory which had come to be called New Mexico. 

After many delays, he took formal possession of the terri

tory in 1598, subdued the Indians, made settlements, and 

further explored the country. 

Wishing to find the Lake of Gold and the mines report

ed by Espejo, as well as the South Sea, Onate led an expedi

tion to the west from his headquarters in New Mexico. He 

left San Gabriel in I604 with thirty soldiers and two 

priests. They followed Espejo's route to Bill Williams 

Fork and descended that stream to the Colorado, about I50 

miles above the Colorado-Gila junction. They turned south 

and followed its left bank to the Gulf of California, where 

they arrived January 23, I6O5. After claiming possession 

of the region for Spain, Onate returned to New Mexico and 

1 d 

H. E. Bolton, ed., Spanish Extloration in the Sot o:." 
west, 1542-1706 (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1925], 
p. 137, hereafter cited as Bolton, Spanish 5xr)loraticn. 
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ruled as governor until 160^.19 

The Onate expedition was the third Spanish penetra

tion of Yuma Land, sixty-four years after the visits of 

Alarcon and Diaz. Father Francisco Escobar, one of the 

priests on this journey, left the best account yet written 

about the lower Colorado Valley and the Yiiman tribes.20 

He called the Colorado River the Buena Esperanza but noted 

that, at the sea, it was called the Tizon River. He iden

tified the Gila River as the.Nombre de Jesus River and 

called the Indians living along it the Ozaras. V/hereas 

the Mohaves seemed pleased to see the Spaniards and desired 

their friendship, the Ozaras were less affable but did not 

cause any trouble. 

From the Gila to the gulf, the river bottoms were 

thickly settled with well-featured and comely Indians who 

were generous in sharing their food. Onate*s party found, 

also, many shells, and the Indians said that more were on 

the coast to the west. Father Escobar identified the dif

ferent Yuman tribes and recorded that the Cocopa lived near

est the sea. He interpreted many wild tales that the Indians 

told according to Spanish beliefs in the legendary myths. 

l^Bolton, Spanish Exploration, pp. 166-206. 

20"Fray Francisco de Escobar^s Diary of the Onate 
Expedition to California, 1605," in George P. Hammond and 
Agapito Rey, Don Juan de Onate: Colonizer of New Mexico 
1595-162^ (Albuquerque: The University of New Mexico Press, 
1953), pp. 1012-1029; and Zarate Salmercfn, "Journey of OKate 
to California by Land," in Bolton, Spanish Exploration^ 
pp. 26S-2dO. 
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but he could not report the discovery of great v;£alth. 

Nevertheless, he suggested that the Spaniards settle the 

lower Colorado Valley and convert the natives, but many 

years were to pass before such an attempt would be made. 

In the meantime, Spain directed her attention to lands 

already subjected and was satisfied just to claim the 

territory. 

As Spain pushed her frontier overland to the north 

of Mexico City, corresponding advances were made by sea. 

In 1542, Viceroy Mendoza ordered Juan Rodriquez Cabrillo 

to search for the Strait of Anian. As a result of this 

voyage, Alta California was discovered. In the same year, 

Ruy Lopez de Villalobos sailed across the Pacific to the 

Philippine Islands, which he named in honor of the Spanish 

prince and claimed for Spain. Twenty years later they were 

occupied, and a regular trade developed between Manila and 

Acapulco. Annually, for 250 years the Manila galleon 

skirted the coast of California on its return trip. 

Improvements in the Manila-Acapulco trade route and 

English intrusions made it clear that Spain should do some

thing about occupying the Californias. In 1595, Rodrfquez 

Cermeno, on a voyage of the galleon from Manila, explored 

and surveyed the California coast. Sebastian Vizcaino 

attempted a settlement in Baja California in 1596 and ex

plored the Alta California coast up to Cape Mendocino in 

I6O2-I6O3. His efforts coincided with Onate's conquest of 

New Mexico, and royal authorities regarded them as coopera-
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tive enterprises in the extension and strengthening of the 

northern frontier. However, influenced by Viceroy Marques 

de Montesclaros, the Council of the' Indies vetoed Vizcaino^s 

plan for a settlement at Monterey.21 Nevertheless, the 

groundwork had been laid for later settlement of the Cali-

fornias, which focused attention on Yuma Land. 

With Vizcaino and Onate an epoch ended. The Spanish 

conquistadors, in their search for the nebulous myths and 

legendary riches, had directed the sixteenth century for 

Spain in the New World. Throughout this period, the church 

had been a constant support in all conquests, but its role 

was secondary. Henceforth, Spain was to rely chiefly on its 

mission system for extending Spanish control into additional 

areas.22 

2lHerbert E. Bolton, The Spanish Borderlands (New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 1921}, pp. 107-119, and 
Chapman, California, pp. 70-142. 

22caughey, California, pp. ^4-^6. 



n , " 

CHAPTER III 

JESUIT INTERESTS 

As the lands next ahead in the northwestern frontier 

of New Spain were meager in resources and did not attract 

private investment, the conquistador ceased to be the pri

mary agent in extending the frontier. This task fell to 

the missionary and the presidial soldier. Spain developed 

a mission system, much the same in all her dominions, to 

centralize control and authority. The church was subordi

nate to the king of Spain. A mission could not be founded 

nor could a missionary go to the frontier without the ap

proval of royal authorities; thus political aims were com

bined with religious purposes in the role of the mission. 

The primary objectives of the missionaries were to convert 

and civilize the many tribes of Indians occupying the newly 

acquired lands, but these factors were secondary in the 

attention of the royal government. 

While the monarchs ever used pious phrases, and 
praised the work of the padres, the royal pocket-
book was not readily opened to found new missions 
unless there was an important political as well 
as religious object to be gained.1 

iRerbert Eugene Bolton, "The Mission as a Frontier 
Institution in the Spanish American Colonies," in John Francis 
Bannon, ed., Bolton and the Spanish Borderlands (Norman: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1964), p. 196, hereafter cited 
as Bannon, Bolton and Borderlands. 

2a 
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Therefore, the mission system was designed to subject 

and control the natives as they were converted to Christian

ity and trained in the ways of civilization. This meant 

that the missionary was in reality an Indian agent who 

served both the church and the state. As successors to the 

conquistadors of the sixteenth century, the missionaries 

became the adventurers of the seventeenth and eighteenth 

centuries. The challenges of the frontier were many, and 

the padres were required to face physical dangers and hard

ships almost beyond belief. In addition to being apostles 

of the faith, they were explorers, diplomatic agents, teach

ers, historians, geographers, farmers, and ranchers.2 

The Franciscans, Dominicans, and Jesuits shared in 

advancing the northern frontier. After withdrawing from 

Florida, the Jesuits arrived in 1572 in New Spain, where 

they found the northwestern frontier scarcely touched by 

rival orders. Following the signing of a contract between 

the head of the order and Philip II, their real work began 

in 1591 with the founding of a mission at San Felipe on the 

Sinaloa River. By I6OO they had built eight churches in 

the Sinaloa Valley, and each river system in its turn served 

as a frontier settlement. 

The missionaries and civilians were supported by the 

military, and by I675, in spite of quarrels among themselves 

Bannon, Bolton and Borderlands> pp. 1^7-211. 
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and Indian revolts, missions, ranches, and mining camps were 

spreading up the Sonora and San Miguel Valleys. This route 

led the Spaniards somewhat inland and left unoccupied a 

large stretch of coast to the south and west. Here lived 

the Seri Indians who caused trouble during the greater part 

of the eighteenth century. To the northeast of the Sonora 

Valley roved the savage Apaches. Blocked in these two areas 

by hostile Indians, the Jesuits moved into Pimeria Alta.3 

This region, now northern Sonora and southern Arizona, ex

tended from the Altar River to the Gila River, and from the 

San Pedro River on the east to the Colorado River and the 

Gulf of California on the west—about 250 miles in each 

direction.'^ 

Father Eusebio Francisco Kino, who later became the 

most celebrated of all the Jesuits in New Spain, was assigned 

to this unconquered area. Italian-born and German-educated, 

Kino had already served as a missionary in Lower California. 

His experience there directly influenced much of his later 

3Rufus Kay Wyllys, Pioneer Padre: The Life and Times 
of Eusebio Francisco Kino (Dallas: The Southwest Press, 
1935)3 pp. 68-89, and Herbert Eugene Bolton, Rim of 
Christendom: A Biography of Eusebio Francisco Kino, Pacific 
Coast Pioneer T2 vols.; New York: The Macmillan Company, 
1936}, Vol. I, pp. 3-23; hereafter cited as Wyllys, Padre 
and Bolton, Christendom. 

^Father Eusebio Francisco Kino, S.J., Kinoes Historical 
Memoirs of Pimerfa Alta: A^ Contemporary Account of the 
Beginnings of California, Sonora, and Arizona; trans, and ed. 
Herbert Eugene Bolton (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University 
of California Press, 194^), p. 50; hereafter cited as Kino, 
Memoirs. Also see Wyllys, Padre, p. 54. 
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work in Pimeria Alta. Here he left a legacy of great and 

varied accomplishments. Truly, he was a man brought forth 

for the time and the place where he served so well. He 

possessed a keen intellect, tolerant spirit, and a resolute 

will. A man of great courage, resourcefulness, and extra

ordinary energy, he became not only the first great mission

ary of Pimeria Alta but a church builder, explorer, ranch

man, Indian diplomat, cartographer, and historian. 

Kino was in the fullest sense a pioneer of civili
zation. But to him all this was incidental. His 
one' burning ambition was to save souls and push 
outward the Rim of Christendom.5 

When Kino reached the frontier in March, 16^7, the 

northernmost mission station was at Cucurpe in the San 

Miguel Valley. Fifteen miles beyond, at the Indian village 

of Cosari, he founded the mission of Nuestra Senora de los 

Dolores. From this outpost at Dolores, during the next 

twenty-four years, Kino and his fellow friars pushed the 

missionary frontier to the Gila and Colorado rivers. He 

found Pimeria Alta occupied chiefly by different divisions 

of the Pima nation, but Yuman tribes fringed the north

western area. Opas and Cocomaricopas lived along the lower 

Gila; Yumas, Quiquimas, Cocopas, and others occupied the 

lower Colorado.° 

Since Onate^s visit nearly a century earlier, the 

Ozaras had disappeared from the Gila-Colorado, and their 

^Bolton, Christendom, p. 592. 

^Bolton, Christendom, pp, 241-253. 
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place at the mouth of the Gila had been taken by the Y-um.a. 

Although Onate's expedition did not encounter the Yuma at 

the Gila confluence, it is possible that they were living 

at that time exclusively on the west bank of the Colorado, 

and it is known that Onate did not cross the river. The 

origin of the term "Yuma" is doubtful. The Pimas and Papagos 

used the term "Yum." It is certain that the Spaniards were 

using the word "Yuma" by the eighteenth century. It is 

possible that they introduced the term among the Pimas and 

others, and it supplanted earlier usage.'̂  

Alarcon, Diaz, and Onate had only brief encounters 

with the Yuman tribes, but Father Kino was to have m»any 

dealings with them. He made his first contact with them 

at San Andres on the Gila River in November, 1697. Several 

of the friendly Maricopas who lived on the lower Gila were 

in the village, and he attempted to send messages and in

vitations by them to the distant tribes to the northwest. 

Later, in September, I698, he set out from Dolores with 

Captain Diego Carrasco to explore the Gila region, to get 

in touch with Father Juan Salvatierra in Lower California, 

and to look for a quicksilver m̂ ine which was supposed to 

exist in the Sobaipuris country. On this journey Kino 

stopped again at San Andres where 

. . . there came to render us obedience the Opas and 
Cocomaricopas, who are a people of very distinct 

'̂ Castetter and Bell, Yumian Indian Agriculture, p. 49; 
Forde, "Yuma Indians," pp. 98-99. 
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dress, features, and language, . . . and very 
affable and docile. . . . V:e comforted them, 
giving them a captain, a governor, and a fis
cal mayor, good hopes of salvation, and 
friendly messages for all their nation, etc. 2 

Thus was prepared the way for later penetration into the 

lands of the Yumas. 

One of Kino's greatest entradas began in February, 

1699, for the purpose of clearing up false rumors which had 

been raised against the new nations beyond the limits of 

his penetration to the northwest. Father Adamo Gilg, Cap

tain Juan Matheo Manje, and some Indian servants acccm.panied 

him. Kino's party traveled familiar paths to San Marcelo 

but a short distance beyond they turned northwest across 

the hot, dreary desert. They were the first white men to 

follow a trail that was to become famous as the terrible 

Camino del Diablo. On February 21, they reached the Gila 

River not far from its junction with the Colorado where 

they found a large gathering of Indians, a few Pimas but 

mostly Yumas. Captain Manje later wrote the first eyewit

ness description of the Yumas since Father Escobar's rela

tion of the Onate expedition. "They are a well-featured 

and large people," he tells us. "The women are pretty, and 

much whiter than those of any other nation of Indians known 

in New Spain."9 He described their dress, or lack of it, 

Kino to Father Visitor Oracio Polise, October 20, 
1698, in Xino, •Mem.oirs, I, pp. I86-I87. 

^Bolton, Christendom, p. 414. 
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their coiffure, ornaments, weapons, fishing nets, games, 

houses, and foods. 

Kino recorded that he was received with the utmost 

friendship, affection, and pleasure. He and Gilg preached 

the word of God to them with the help of a Pima interpreter; 

their message was well received. After seeking information 

regarding the natives farther to the north, northeast, and 

northwest. Kino sent friendly messages and gifts to other 

villages. In exchange of gifts, the father received some 

blue shells, which, so far as he knew, were found only on 

the western coast of California. It occurred to him later 

that there must be a land passage to nearby California, and 

he determined to try to find it. 

Manje wished to go on to the west to see the greater 

river into which the Yumas said the Gila emptied. The 

Indians, however, said that the coastal Indians were their 

enemies and begged him not to go. Yielding to the wishes 

of the Yumas, Manje and the Indian interpreter rode to a 

hill and were shown the junction of the Gila and the 

Colorado. Then, on the twenty-third the Spaniards left 

this rancheria which had been given the name San Pedro, 

and followed the south bank of the Gila eastward. Along 

its course, they had pleasant meetings with the Indians of 

the Maricopa country and finally reached San Andres. From 

there they went south through San Xavier del Bac to Dolores, 

Vvhere they arrived on March 14.^ 

lOKino, Memoirs, I, pp. 193-199. 
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Thus ended one of Kino's greatest journeys, he haa 

covered more than eight hundred miles, much of this through 

previously unknown desert and mountain country v;here he had 

seen and preached to thousands of very friendly and courte

ous Indians. Manje reported a similar attitude among the 

tribes. Thus, Kino believed that they had completely 

effected the desired proof that the natives of the Gila 

and their environs "did not roast and eat people." The 

gift of the strange blue shells, however, was most signif

icant, for here was a possible clue to finding a land route 

to his friends in Baja California. 

After 1700, Kino combined his work in Pimeria with 

his desire to reach California by land. On March 20, 1700, 

at Remedies, a Pima chief from near the Gila brought him; a 

message of good will and a cross with a string of twenty 

blue shells as a gift from the Cocomaricopas on the Colorado 

River. Again reflecting that these shells must have come 

from the western coast of California, he decided to invest

igate as thoroughly as possible. In April Kino started on 

an inspection tour of three half-organized missions in 

northern Pimeria. When he reached San Xavier del Bac, he 

called a great conference of the Indian governors from all 

directions to discuss the faith and the source of the blue 

shells. Following the arrival of the summoned chiefs, it 

was concluded after long talks were held that the blue shells 

did not come from the Gulf or any part of Pimeria—only from. 

the opposite coast of California. Kino was convinced that 
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there v;as a land connection between Pimeria and California.-"• 

At about this time he received permission from the 

Father General in Rome to divide his tim.e between the two 

regions, thus he was even more determ̂ ined to seek an over

land route to California. Leaving Dolores on Septemiber 24, 

1700, Kino blazed a new trail over the desert through Papago 

Land north to the Gila Bend. On October 6, he reached San 

Pedro, where he had received the first gift of the blue 

shells. He was welcomed affectionately. Father Kino noted 

a likeness between these natives and those he had known 

earlier at San Bruno, California. From here he continued 

down the Gila, again on new ground, to the great Yuma vil

lage near the junction, which he called San Dionisio. More 

than a thousand persons greeted him, and hundreds arrived 

later, many swimming across the Colorado. They received 

well the many talks about the holy faith and begged him to 

stay a few days so that others from up and down the river 

might come to hear him. However, he could not linger at 

this time. Later Kino wrote that most of the Indians 

. . . were of very lofty stature, and the 
principal one of them was of gigantic size 
and the largest Indian that we had ever seen. 
To him and two others we gave staffs of the 
office of justice. On taking our leave we 
comforted them, saying that we would try to 
return as they so importuned and desired.12 

llKino, Memoirs, I, pp. 231-23^ 

12Kino, Memoirs, I, p. 252. 
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Kino then retraced his steps up the Gila and on 

October 9, cam.ped at a village near Las Sandias. About sun

set, he ascended a hill and plainly saw, with the aid of a 

telescope, a large stretch of country in California. He 

observed, too, that the Gila and Colorado, below the con

fluence, ran united a little to the west and then south to 

the head of the Gulf of California. Convinced that Cali

fornia was not an island, he started for Dolores by the 

shortest route, over the Camino del Diablo, and arrived 

home after a round-trip journey of twenty-six days.13 Kino 

now determined to prove his discovery to others. 

Father Juan Salvatierra of Loreto, California, joined 

Kino and Captain Manje on the next expedition. This was a-

long a very difficult and unexplored route across a 150-

mile sandy waste. The fathers did not reach their goal, 

the Colorado, but they did meet with some Yum.as who showed 

them much affection, which pleased Salvatierra. On the re

turn trip, they parted at San Marcelo de Sonoita. Kino 

spent three days here to arrange peace treaties between 

the Pimas and the Quiquimas. Some Quiquimas brought gifts 

of more blue shells and begged him to come visit them in 

their trans-Colorado home. This he promised to do in the 

fall.14 

13Kino, Memoirs, I, pp. 242-258. 

14Kino, Memoirs, I, pp. 274-289. 



It was November before Kino could leave Dolores. This 

time neither Manje nor Salvatierra could accompany him. 

V/ith only one white companion and five Indian servants he 

set out for the great Yuma rancheri'a which he had visited 

the year before and named San Dionisio. It lay between the 

forks of the Gila and the Colorado and was the strategic 

settlement of all the area. Leaving San Dionisio on 

November 18, he traveled over a new road southward along 

the east bank of the Colorado with the purpose of visiting 

the Quiquimas. Many Yumas from San Pedro and San Dionisio 

accompanied him for a special reason. Their crops had been 

very poor that year, but they told Kino that the QudTquimias 

had a plentiful harvest. He promised to barter for, buy, 

and give them provisions. At the first village of the 

QuoTquimas they received a hearty welcome and abundant food. 

They followed the river to a point where it could be 

crossed. Then, seated in a huge basket on a small raft. 

Kino crossed the mighty Colorado for the first time. From 

this point, he continued into the unknown westward territory 

to the m̂ ain rancheria of the Quiquimas. Here he met, also, 

representatives from the Cocopas and various other natives 

who assured him that the Sea of California came to an end 

a day's journey to the southward where the Colorado and 

other rivers entered it. After urging the natives to cease 

their wars, he now retraced his steps to Dolores.15 In 

15Bolton, Christendom, pp. 466-478; Kino, Memoirs, I, 
pp. 307-322. 
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addition to his further geographical verifications. Kino 

felt that he had accomplished much in establishing friend

ly relations among the natives of the lov;er Colorado. He 

was convinced that many souls could be converted and that 

the California missions would benefit greatly through the 

help that Pimeri'a Alta would be able to send them by this 

land passage.1^ 

Kino, however, was not completely satisfied; he had 

not reached the sea coast at the head of the Gulf. Conse

quently, another journey was begun on February 5, 1702, 

v;ith his old friend, Father Manuel Gonzales, who wished to 

be among the first to travel overland to California. On 

this trip, the two explorers followed the Colorado to its 

mouth where it was possible to look out over the low sand 

islands that choked the great river. 

They had been followed along the way by many Indians 

of the several Yuma tribes, and again many swam across and 

visited them. Two attempts were made to cross, but the 

enormous bogs on the banks of the very large-volumed river 

prevented their doing so. Instead, they passed the night 

at the estuary, and the next morning Kino observed the ris

ing of the sun out of the mists of the Sea of California— 

with nothing but land to be seen in the south and west. 

Because Father Gonzales had been ill during most of 

the trip, they decided to start for home the next day. Find-

l^ino to Father Visitor Antonio Leal, Decem.ber 8, 
1701, in Kino, Memoirs, I, pp. 322-324. 
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ing it impossible to go straight east across the sand dunes, 

they retraced their steps to the Y'uma junction and returned 

by their old trail. Father Gonzales continued to get worse 

and died ten days after reaching Tubutama.17 

Back in Dolores by April, 1702, Kino promptly wrote 

Father Leal a long report. He believed that they had suf

ficient proof for asserting California to be a peninsula, 

and he wished to push forward the conversion of the lower 

Colorado tribes, a group so docile and gentle that their 

conversion would be a simple matter if missionaries could 

be secured. He thought, too, that if these lands were 

occupied, trade could be greatly expanded. Thus, the king 

would have his power extended, and with it would go the 

faith of the Mother Church.1^ 

The king, however, was concerned with more serious 

matters. The War of the Spanish Succession (1702-1713) 

absorbed royal attention, exhausted the treasury, and made 

ocean travel unsafe. There were those who opposed more 

missionaries for Pimeria, and false reports were spread 

about. In addition, the Apaches made customary raids 

against the mission districts. Thus, more missionaries for 

Alta Pimeria were difficult to obtain. Nevertheless, Kino 

^'^Kino, Memoirs, I, pp. 335-347. 

l%ino to Father Visitor Antonio Leal, April 8, 1702, 
in Kino, Memoirs, I, pp. 347-362. 
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carried on.19 In response to continuing messages from the 

Yumas, he undertook in October, I7O6, one more trip to the 

northwest. On the trail near Remedies, he met a brown 

robed Franciscan, Fray Manuel de Oyuela, who decided to 

accompany him. The two fathers and two military escorts 

made their way to San Marcelo. There they were welcomed 

by the natives: 

. . . with roads cleared, with crosses and arches 
placed thereon for the space of more than a 
league, and with all kindness. We found there 
the captain and the governor of the Yumas and 
the governor of the Cocomaricopas, who, being 
informed that we were coming, came from more 
than seventy leagues to see us.20 

Father Kino had decided not to go on to the Colorado. In

stead, his party went to the Santa Clara peaks, viewed the 

gulf and the land passage to California, and returned to 

Dolores. Both Oyuela and Juan Mateo Ramirez, one of the 

military escorts, made enthusiastic reports supporting 

Kino's ideas. 

Although this was Kino's last journey to the north

west, visitors from the Yumas continued to come to him with 

gifts and pleas for missionary fathers. Some brought their 

children to be baptized, and others came to receive instruc

tion in the faith. Father Kino relayed messages and sent 

l^Bolton, Christendom, p. 491. 

20Alferez Juan Matheo Ramirez, "Diary of the Expedi
tion to California, October 22—November 16, I7O6," trans. 
in Kino, Memoirs, II, p. 204. 
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little gifts to them that kept alive a spark of hope. He 

recorded the following: 

I sent wheat to sow at the Colorado River and 
in the Yuma and Quicuima nations, grain and 
seed v/hich had never been seen or knov;n there, 
to see if it would yield there as v/ell as in 
those fertile new lands; and it did yield and 
does yield very well.21 

By the fall of I706 both Father Antonio Leal and 

Captain Juan Manje supported the idea of a settlement at 

the Colorado-Gila junction. In a letter to the viceroy, 

Manje set forth his opinion of the advantages to be gained 

by founding a villa among the Yumas. ̂ ^ "Many other fathers 

and also many secular gentlemen, alcalde mayors, and lieu

tenants, were of the same opinion."^3 The viceroy of New 

Spain then approved an order to add thirty soldiers to upper 

Pimeria. 

Spain was still at war, however, and there were mat

ters more vital than sending missionaries to this far-away 

frontier. Even Kino wrote, "Different ones of us make Li

vers Reports, through various channels. Nevertheless, the 

purpose is not attained because the time is not yet ripe."^4 

Kino died in March, 1711, at the age of seventy without see

ing his dreams realized. 

2lKino, Memoirs, I, p. 373-

22Kino, Memoirs, II, p- 217. 

^-^General Juan Matheo Manje to Father Kino, September 
15, 1706, in Kino, Memoirs, II, p. I84. 

^^Kino, Memoirs, II, p. 70. 



43 

After Father Kino's death, missionary activities 

lagged and the northern frontier began to slip backward. 

Nevertheless, his journeys to Yuma Land had pointed the 

way for further Spanish advance at a later time. In the 

meantime, his arguments for settlements at the Colorado-

Gila and in Alta California were kept alive by many whom 

he had influenced. Memorials from, other Jesuit fathers, 

as well as from some military officers and royal officials, 

set forth similar arguments. These projects received ser

ious consideration by royal authorities both in Mexico and 

Spain, as was shown by the many royal decrees evincing 

interest in the occupation of the Colorado-Gila country and 

Alta California. 

Cardinal Alberoni, Spanish minister of state, issued 

a decree on January 29, 1716, ordering the viceroy of Nev; 

Spain to fulfill a decree of July 20, 1708, requiring him 

to take steps in the matter. The viceroy called a junta 

to act upon this decree, but one member refused to approve 

a plan for a colony in upper California. Ironically, this 

member was a Jesuit, who feared it would prove to be a 

detriment to their work then being carried on in Baja 

California. His view was allowed to prevail.^^ 

In the meantime. Father Augustm Campos and Father 

Luis Velarde labored almost alone to maintain the missions 

in Alta Pimeria. Finally, in 1720 and 1722, two new mis-

25chapman, California, pp. I9I-I93. 
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sionaries were assigned to assist them. There was, nov/ever, 

constant interference fromi Spanish soldiers and settlers. 

During these years the Indians of the north bore the mem.ory 

of the Black Robe who had visited them and sent to Father 

Campos messages asking for the missionaries who never came. 

Gradually, they ceased to communicate v/ith the missions.26 

This northern frontier may have been neglected, but 

it v/as not forgotten. Bishop Benito Crespo of Durango made 

a special visit in 1725 to the remote establishments and 

later made a vigorous appeal to the crown for more mission

aries. Don Pedro de Rivera, special military inspector of 

the frontier, visited these outposts between 1724 and 1728, 

and his recommendations for six more missionaries won sup

port for the bishop's plea. On October 10, 1728, a royal 

cedula ordered Viceroy Marques de Casafuerte to send a num

ber of Jesuit missionaries to the Pimeria. Accordingly, in 

1731, "the first of a group of Germans, direct from Europe, 

were assigned to Pimeria. In 1736, Father Jacobo Sedelmayr 

took charge at Tubutama.^'^ 

Sedelmayr, only thirty-three when he came to Tubutama, 

combined the vigor of youth with a sincere devotion to his 

work. He set up the finest record for exploring the north 

26virginia Hunter Rosbach, "The History of the Mission 
Period of Pimeri'a Alta to I828," unpublished Master's thesis. 
The University ojl Texas, 1953, p. 79, hereafter cited as 
Rosbach, "Pimeria Alta." 

27wyllys, Padre, p. 194. 
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country since Father Kino. In September, 17ii.3, Sedelmayr 

rode through Papago country to the Gila River and then 

passed through the heart of the Cocomaricopa country. He 

went up the river past its junction with the Salt, then 

south by way of the Santa Cruz Valley back to Tubutama. 

The following year, serving as head of an expedition 

to reach the Moqui settlements. Father Sedelmayr rode north 

to the Casa Grande, traveled down the north side of the 

Gila to its junction with the Salt, and thence continued 

along the bend of the river. He left the Gila at the ter

mination of the bend where it turns slightly southwest and 

traveled across country in a northwesterly direction to the 

Colorado River. He then followed this stream to the pre

sent Bill Williams Fork. Having been unable to secure 

guides, Sedelmayr turned back south, although he thought he 

was near the land of the Moqui. The return journey took him 

down the Colorado to the Gila, east along the Gila's south

ern bank to the bend, and then across the desert to 

Tubutama.2^ 

As a result of these expeditions, Sedelmayr went to 

Mexico City in 1745 to petition more workers for the north 

country. While there he wrote a report containing vivid 

descriptions of the Colorado-Gila regions and the pagan 

tribes that he had encountered. He made notes of the ermiity 

2^Peter Masten Dunne, trans, and ed., Jacobo Sedelmavr, 
Four Original Manuscriipt Narratives, 17/^4-1751 (Tucson: 
Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society, 1955), pp. 1-11, here
after cited as Dunne, Sedelmayr . . . Narratives. 
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between the Cocomaricopas and the Yumas. He believed, how

ever, that by the introduction of the faith among these 

people, civil v;ars could be easily abolished. They had the 

same customs, and 

All of these tribes--Cocomaricopas, Yumas, Nijores, 
and Quicamopas—have the same language. It is 
attractive to the ear and m.ore easy to master 
than that of the Pimas, for they have a soft "e" 
vowel sound, which the Pimas lack, while the 
latter often repeat the "u" sound. The above 
mentioned tribes chant their language.29 

With great clarity he described (as others before him had 

done) their physical appearance, what they ate and wore, 

and how they lived. All of his observations led him to 

believe that 

Those tribes are well adapted to the reception 
of our Holy Faith. In the first place they are 
gentle, affable, affectionate, and laborious. 
They are enemies of our enemies, friends of the 
Spaniards, given to trade and barter with the 
Christians, and now for fifty years they have 
peacefully admitted the fathers into their 
country, respecting them and receiving from 
them the rods of authority.30 

He closed his report by enumerating the advantages of the 

conquest and occupation of the Gila and Colorado areas. 

By and large the arguments were the same as Kino's had 

been, nearly a half-century earlier. He clearly indicated 

the political, military, and commercial, as well as the 

29Jacobo Sedelmayr, "Relacion, 1746," in Dunne, 
Sedelmayr . . . Narratives, p. 32. 

30sedelmayr, "Relacion, 1746," in Dunne, Sedelmayr 
. . . Narratives, p. 41. 
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religious advantages to be obtained from the permanent 

occupation of these lands.31 

Although King Philip V issued in 1744 a royal decree, 

ordering that the frontier be extended to the Gila and the 

Colorado, nothing was done for the present. Sedelm.ayr v;as 

encouraged, however, to continue his exploratory trips. 

In October and November of 1749 he made a trek along the 

northern bank of the Gila to the Yuma country. Arriving 

at the Colorado about three leagues above the junction, he 

followed the east bank of the Colorado southwest. Soon he 

was able to record: 

. . . we were standing on the mesa where the 
Gila and the Colorado meet. Here likewise is 
situated a rancheria. There is good soil and 
high hills where dwellings can be built pro
tected from the river floods.32 

Continuing from the junction, he traveled to the edge 

of the land of the Guicamopas, a tribe whom Kino called the 

Quiquimas. His intention was to go to the mouth of the 

Colorado; but when he reached the last rancheria of the 

Yumas, he decided to turn back. Sedelmayr and his soldiers 

had been annoyed by the excessive curiosity of the many 

Yumas who were following them. One night he was warned 

that the Yumas were holding a war council, although he had 

assured them of his peaceful intentions. Rather than risk 

31Sedelmayr, "Relacion, 1746," in Dunne, Sedelmayr . 
Narratives, pp.- 26-41. 

32sedelmayr, "Trek to the Yumas," in Dunne, Sedelmayr 
. . . Narratives, pp. 60-61. 
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a possible battle, and with two of his soldiers ill 

horses badly worn, he took the trail for home.33 

Sedelmayr began his last important trip to the north

west in November, 1750, when he made a second attempt to 

explore the mouth of the Colorado. The occasion of this 

journey was a message he received in June, 1750, from the 

Yumas saying that 

. . . they had been hoping to see m.e. I gave 
him a horse and other small gifts and sent 
him off with the assurance of the Yumas of my 
cordial greetings and of all friendly and 
kindly salutations.34 

He went again to the Gila-Colorado junction where "there 

is such an amount of water that it was impossible to cross 

except in rafts or canoes."35 He and his military escort 

continued down the east bank of the Colorado to a distance 

m.uch nearer the Gulf of California than before. But this 

time, the soldiers were forced to fight the hostile Quiquimas 

to protect themselves. Thirteen Indians were killed, and 

many were wounded. To avoid further trouble. Father Sedelmayr 

proceeded eastward to Tubutama.36 His hopes of exploring the 

Gulf were ended. 

33sedelmayr, "Trek to the Yumas," in Dunne, Sedelmayr 
. . . Narratives, pp. 55-63. 

34sedelmayr, "Trek to the Yumas," in Dunne, Sedelmavr 
. . , Narratives, p. 64. 

35"Derrotero," in Dunne, Sedelmayr . . . Narratives, 
p. 70. 

-^^"Derrotero," in Dunne, Sedelmiayr . . . Narratives, 
pp. 67-73. 



In spite of the unfriendliness encountered on nis 

tv;o journeys to Yuma Land, Father Sedelmayr continued to 

press his arguments for occupying the Colorado-Gila country. 

In a letter to the viceroy, the Conde de Revilla Gigedo, 

dated June 25, 1751, he said that "The fertility of these 

regions and the ease with which they can be governed and 

administered invite such an enterprise."37 Strife and tur

moil followed which delayed the project once again, but 

Sedelmayr continued to work and serve in Pimeria Alta until 

the Jesuit expulsion in 1767. Eventually, he made his way 

back to Spain and died there in 1779. 

In October, 1736, the same year that Sedelmayr came 

to Tubutama, a remarkable silver mine was discovered at 

the source of the Rio Altar, Arizonac. Captain Juan Bautista 

de Anza, the elder, of Fronteras, wrote to the viceroy on 

January 14, 1737, about the discovery of the nuggets of 

silver and urged him to push farther into the interior. He 

believed that this project was 

. . . the best way to bring about what shall in 
the future seem desirable, an_d as the inhabitants 
/of the Colorado-Gila countrj^/ are industrious 
it is presumed that it will not be difficult 
to reduce them.38 

Believing the settlement of the Colorado-Gila country 

to be desirable, Anza offered to contribute horses, cattle. 

3'^Sedelmayr to Viceroy Conde de Fuenclara, June 25, 
1751, in Dunne, Sedelmayr . . . Narratives, p. 78. 

3oChapman, California, p. 195. 



mules, and small articles as gifts for the Indians. He had 

played an important role in helping the new missionaries 

v/ho had come to the area in 1731. He cooperated in supply

ing meat, grain, and clothing when the fathers arrived, and 

spent m.uch of his own fortune in support of the padres.39 

Contrary to many of the military, he was a real source of 

help, inspiration, and comfort to the religious leaders. 

Now, he was adding his voice to their plea for occupation 

of Yuma Land. 

The real importance of the silver found in 1736 was 

not in its monetary worth but in the interest which it 

stimulated in the region. The supply of silver nuggets 

was soon exhausted, but the discovery of actual wealth 

aroused the interest of the Spanish government and caused 

it to take steps for the conquest and defense of this north

ern land. In addition, a great impetus was given to actual 

settlement and exploration. 

Favorable action was taken on Anza's proposal, but he 

lost his life in 1739 in a battle with the Apaches before 

an expedition could be planned. In any event, it was still 

too early for the execution of his plan. The best that 

could be done at this point was to strengthen the govern

ment's hand in Sonora through the founding of two new 

presidios.40 Just as the Jesuits did. Captain Anza played 

39Rosbach, "Pimeri'a Alta," p. 87. 

40chapman, California, p. I96. 
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his role well in leading Spain toward the Gila-Colorado. 

It remained for a later generation and another missionary 

order to fulfill the dreams. 



CHAPTER IV 

RETRENCHMENT AND REVIVAL 

The Jesuits had made contacts with the Yumas over a 

period of fifty years, and each new journey to Yumeri'a re

sulted in a plea for missionaries to be sent to the area. 

Along with requests for missionaries went a list of advan

tages that would accrue to Spain if she would occupy the 

strategic Colorado-Gila junction. One of the many advan

tages pointed out was always that of a land passage to 

California. Eventually, the conquest of the Yumas cam.e to 

be considered as a preliminary to the settlement of California, 

Both projects, however, presented problems that could not be 

separated from those of the whole northern frontier. 

By the middle of the eighteenth century, the Spanish 

governmient was concerned about the English in the Pacific 

Ocean. She had begun to fear, also, that the French might 

push their conquest down the Colorado River to the Gulf of 

California. With these dangers in mind. Captain Fernando 

Sanchez of Sonora, in 1751, drew up five memorials, four of 

which were sent to the king in Spain and the fifth to a 

;'unta in Mexico City. The matter of chief interest to 

Sanchez concerned the conquests of the Colorado-Gila region. 

52 
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In a letter to King Philip he emphasized that the proposed 

Colorado River settlements should be made secure before 

settling Monterey. In addition he set forth a plan for 

establishing a new viceroyalty v/ithin a few years to govern 

Sonora, New Mexico, Nueva Vizcaya, and the conquests of the 

Colorado River.1 

The Spanish government reacted favorably to the 

Sanchez proposals. In Mexico City the viceroy, Marque's de 

Altamira, prepared a lengthy memorial in which he pointed 

out that the problems of further conquests to the northwest 

could not be separated from those of defending what Spain 

already possessed. The larger part of his memorial, 'no'/:-

ever, dealt with the proposed conquests. He, too, favored 

settlements at the Colorado-Gila as a base for an advance 

into California. Meanwhile, the Council of the Indies con

sidered the recommendations made by Sanchez. One of the 

advisory officials of the Council, the fiscal, said that 

they seemed to be most "important, especially that of the 

prompt conquest and settlement of the Colorado River."2 

Favorable action seemed forthcoming when the Pima 

Indians revolted in 1751. Consequently, the Council of the 

Indies recommended postponement until peace could be restored 

in Sonora. The Pima revolt was crushed in 1752, but the 

Chapman, California, p. 197. 

2Chapman, California, p. 198. 



54 

Seris continued to make war on the Spanish during the next 

twenty years. The Apaches, also, continually attacked 

along the frontier. Obviously, the hostile Indians had to 

be subdued before new conquests could be made. In addition, 

Spain had to cope with many European problems. At no time, 

though, did she give up her plans for the northwestward 

advance.3 The project was delayed out of necessity rather 

than desire. 

Following the Pima revolt, all of northwestern New 

Spain was in the throes of decline and decay. There was 

much quarreling between the missionaries and the Spanish 

authorities as complicated controversies arose over the 

causes of the Indian uprising. To strengthen its position, 

the military established two new presidios, one at Altar and 

another at Tubac. Spain now had five military posts in 

Pimeria Alta to help restore peace and order. The missions, 

however, never recovered from the damaging setback. The 

death blow to the Jesuit missionary frontier came in I767 

when all Jesuits were expelled from the entire Spanish 

Empire.4 Regardless of the reasons for the expulsion, the 

Jesuits had done much during the last two centuries to se

cure new frontiers for Spain. Along the line of northwest

ward advance, Fathers Kino and Sedelmayr, especially, had 

laid the groundwork for future settlements on the Colorado 

3Chapman, California, p. 206. 

4Rosbach, "Pimeria Alta," pp. 104-108. 
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and in Alta California. 

Meanwhile, Charles III, v;ho had become king in 1759, 

took steps which culminated in great changes in the affairs 

of New Spain. He sent the Marques de Rubi' to inspect the 

Indian frontier and make recommendations for desirable 

changes. Later Hugo 0Conor was appointed to establish a 

line of presidios as recommended by Rubi. In I765, Jose' 

de Galvez was named visitador-^eneral of New Spain for the 

primary purpose of increasing the revenues of the crov/n. 

This ambitious and energetic man devoted much of his time, 

however, to other projects. In 1768, Galvez revived the 

Sanchez plan, with some additions of his own, and his deter

mination to put it into effect led to the settlement of San 

Diego and Monterey.^ This in turn brought about the use of 

the Yuma route as Kino had suggested years before. 

Now, as in earlier years, preliminary efforts by the 

missionaries were to play an important part in this develop

ment. When Charles III expelled the Jesuits, he replaced 

them in Baja California and Sonora with the Franciscans. 

In the spring of 1768, Father Junipero Serra took charge 

of the missions in Baja California, With the backing of 

Galvez, Serra and Caspar de Portola, governor of Baja 

California, began extending a line of missions up the coast 

of California to ward off the supposed threat of a new 

foreign intruder, the Russians. The peninsula was then 

^Chapman, California, pp. 207-231. 
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turned over to the Dominicans, and Serra became one of the 

greatest figures of his time in California.^ It was at his 

advice that many projects were undertaken later. 

Among the Franciscans who came to the Sonora frontier 

was Father Francisco Garces, a young and vigorous mission

ary and explorer. Garces took up his duties in June, 1768, 

at the northernmost mission in Pimeria Alta, San Xavier del 

Bac. From this post, he "warmed old trails long cold" and 

blazed new ones "which became the route of Empire."7 Garces 

was a kind, simple man, completely dedicated to his calling. 

Nothing daunted the spirit of the new missionaryi "for in 

self-forgetfulness he sought only the spiritual welfare of 

those neophytes, thinking nothing of perils, toils, and 

sickness."° 

The Indians loved and admired Garces, and his fame 

soon spread among the natives. Some chiefs came to visit 

him and later sent guides to lead him to their country. 

Garces, therefore, left Bac in August, 1768, on his first 

journey to the Gila River. He reached a very large village 

a short distance below Casa Grande before returning home. 

^Chapman, California, p. 353. 

7Bolton, Christendom, p. 596 and Wyllys, Padre, p. 201 

oPrancisco Garces, Diary and Itinerary in Elliott 
Coues, trans, and ed.. On the Trail of a Spanish Pioneer: 
The Diary and Itinerary of Francisco Garces in his Travels 
Through Sonora, Arizona, and California, 1775-1776 (2 vols.. 
New YorFiFrancis P. Harper, 1900j, I, p. 6; hereafter 
cited as Garces^ Diary, in Coues, Spanish Pioneer. 
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The Indians he encountered received him kindly, assurec him 

of their good faith tov/ard the Spaniards, and expressed 

their desire for missionaries.^ 

Various concerns, including Apache and Seri uprisings, 

prevented Garces from undertaking another entrada until 

October, 1770. He went again to the Gila, just belov; Casa 

Grande, and followed it past its junction with the Salt 

River. From this point, he travelled northv;est to the 

nations of the Opas and spent three days among them before 

turning southward to the Gila. He passed around the great 

bend of the river to San Simon. From there, traveling half 

lost, he returned southeast through the Papago villages to 

San Xavier del Bac. Throughout the journey he was given a 

friendly reception, and at one of the Pima villages he m.et 

several Indians from the Colorado River.1^ As a result of 

these two entradas, Father Garces wrote a long report in 

which he explained the great need for establishing missions 

on the Gila. After the report had gone through all the 

official channels with enthusiastic approval by the Presi

dent of the missions and Galvez, the plan was finally re

jected by the royal fiscal in Madrid because of the expendi

tures involved.11 

9Garces' Diary in Coues, Spanish Pioneer, I, pp. 25-26 

10Garces' Diary in Coues, Spanish Pioneer, I, pp. 26-30 

llRosbach, "Pimeria Alta," p. 123. 
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Meanwhile, Garces had undertaken a third and much more 

important journey in August, 1771. Desiring to go to the 

Colorado, he followed Kino's old trail over the Camino del 

Diablo to the Gila just above its junction with the Colorado. 

Because the rivers were in remarkably high flood, he passed 

the junction without realizing it. Not since Sedelmayr^s 

last journey in 1750 had the Spaniards penetrated this far. 

Garces, now in Yuma Land, met for the first time an Indian 

chief, Olleyquotequiebe (which meant "Wheezy One"), who 

later acquired the Spanish name of Salvador Palma. 

This chief called all his people together; they danced 

for Garces and tried to persuade the father to remain among 

them. Thinking he was still on the Gila, Garces insisted 

on continuing his journey down the Colorado. Three times 

he set out downstream, but the guides deserted him each 

time because they feared the Indian tribe just ahead, there

by forcing him to return to the Yumas at San Pablo. On the 

fourth attempt, he reached Santa Rosa, a village in the 

same area in which Kino had crossed the Colorado in November, 

1701. Traversing swamps and lagoons, Garces finally reached 

the mouth of the Colorado. In his wanderings, he met some 

Cocopa Indians who took him across the river on a raft to 

their village, which he named Las Llagas. 

In the next stage of this entrada, Garces traveled 

parallel to the Cocopa Mountains northwest until he reached 

Signal Peak. On the way, he met some Indians who told him 

of white men to the west and showed some knowledge of the 
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compass. To the northwest, Garces saw two gaps in the 

sierras and concluded that it would be possible to pass 

through to New California. The wandering padre now re

turned to San Jacome and made his way back to the Yuma 

village of San Pablo, where he witnessed a funeral ceremony 

among the Indians. Because a state of war existed between 

the Yiomas and the Cocomaricopas, he decided to return by 

way of the lower Colorado. He crossed the terrible Yuma 

Desert south of the Camino del Diablo to Sono'ita, a feat 

which Kino had tried in vain to accomplish on three dif

ferent occasions. Having traveled 300 leagues, Garces 

arrived in San Xavier del Bac October 27, 1771.-'-̂  

In the same year, a series of events occurred which 

led to favorable action on opening an overland route from 

Sonora to California. Garces' travels across the Colorado 

had a great influence on the junta that eventually recom

mended the expedition. In addition, this journey of 1771, 

more than any other, helped determine the route. In May, 

1771, Colonel Domingo Elizondo, who had been sent to Sonora 

from Mexico City in April, 1767, by Galvez, concluded his 

campaign against the Indians and returned.to Mexico City in 

the fall. Partial order, at least, had been restored in 

Sonora. The Spanish position was further strengthened in 

this province when in 1771, soldiers of Elizondo^s army 

l^Herbert Eugene Bolton, "The Early Exploration of 
Father Garces on the Pacific Slope," in Bannon, Bolton and 
. . . Borderlands. pp. 258-267. 
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discovered rich gold placers near Altar. Thousands of min

ers rushed to the area. Soon other rich mineral deposits 

were found, thereby increasing both the population and the 

revenues to support the province.13 

On September 23, 1771, Antonio Maria Bucareli y Ursua 

became viceroy of New Spain. A man of great ability and 

high character, he devoted a large share of his attention 

to the northwestern frontier.14 With the_stage set in 

Sonora and Bucareli in the background to direct affairs, 

the time seemed ripe (Kino had said "the time is not yet 

ripe") for linking Sonora to California by way of the 

Colorado. Portola' and Serra were struggling to settle 

California, and the difficult sea voyages made it impossible 

to furnish adequate aid. It was imperative that an overland 

route be opened. Garces had looked through the gaps in the 

sierras and found a pass through them. There dwelt on the 

Colorado the Yuma chief, Salvador Palma, whose cooperation 

was vital, for the Yumas controlled the gateway to California. 

At this time, he led his people, along with his neighbors, 

in friendship with the Spaniards. With these respective 

leaders filling key roles, there remained one great need— 

the right person to lead the expedition. Fortunately, a 

capable leader. Captain Juan Bautista de Anza, was available 

and eager to undertake the task. 

l^Chapman, California, pp. 238-241. 

^4chapman, California, pp. 269-275. 
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Juan Bautista had grown up on the Sonora frontier and 

was now captain of the presidio at Tubac, just thirty miles 

south of Garces» mission at Bac. His grandfather had served 

for thirty years as lieutenant and captain on the Sonora 

border, and for twenty years Anza^s father was captain of 

the presidio at Fronteras. Here Juan Bautista was born in 

1735. Since the time he entered the military service as a 

volunteer at eighteen, he had distinguished himself as an 

Indian fighter and an officer of unusual abilities and un

blemished character. "Strong-bodied and courageous, he was 

also cool-headed, resourceful, self-reliant, and tactful, 

but above all he was a man of initiative and enterprise."1^ 

Anza was carrying on true to family tradition. When he was 

twenty-one, he first planned an expedition to the Colorado, 

but the governor of Sonora did not favor the project. Again, 

in 1769, he proposed to Galvez, the visitor-general, that 

he be allowed to open a road from Sonora to California. 

Galvez approved,but Viceroy Croix did not. Before Garces 

started on his journey to the Colorado in August, 1771, Anza 

told him of his dream to open a route to California. What 

he learned from Garces after the padre returned convinced 

him that this route could be opened, and he resolved to do 

it.l6 

l^Chapm'an, California, p. 295. 

l^erbert Eugene Bolton, Outpost of Empire: The Story 
of the Founding of San Francisco (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
193977 p. 32, hereaTte'r cited as Bolton, Outpost of Empire. 
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On May 2, 1772, Anza wrote to Viceroy Bucareli re

questing permission to take Father Carets and twenty or 

twenty-five soldiers from his presidio on an expedition to 

Monterey, California.l''' Bucareli gave careful considera

tion to Anza's proposal and sought the opinions of various 

men before making a decision. Junipero Serra returned to 

Mexico City in February, 1773, and he and Bucareli dis

cussed the proposed project. In part five of Serra's 

famous Memorial, dated February 13, 1773, he wrote that a 

great and rapid development would be in store for the new 

conquest if it should become accessible by land from Sonora. 

"Since Captain Anza, Commandant of Tubac, offers to attempt 

that expedition, I urge your Excellency to authorize him to 

do so."l^ This opinion seemed to be decisive for Bucareli.19 

After discussion with the council of war he approved the 

expedition on much the same terms as Anza had proposed.^^ 

Juan Bautista Valdes, a soldier who had been with Portola 

in California, left Mexico City the last of September and 

l^Anza to Bucareli, May 2, 1772, in Herbert Eugene 
Bolton, trans, and ed., Anza's California Expeditions (5 
vols., .Berkeley: The University of California Press, 
1930), V, pp. 3-7; hereafter cited as Bolton, Anza Documents. 

l^Qmar Englebert, The Last of the Conquistadors: 
Junipero Serra, 1713-17^9» Katherine Woods, trans., (New 
York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1956), p. 129; here
after cited as Englebert, Serra. 

19Bolton, Outpost of Empire, p. 40. 

20council of War and Royal Exchequer, Mexico, Septem
ber 9, 1773, in Bolton, Anza Documents, V, pp. 82-93. 
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rode the 1500 miles to carry Bucareli's instructions to Anza 

at Tubac. 

Anza and Garce's began making plans immediately. Vari

ous setbacks, however, delayed the departure. In the mean

time. Chief Palma of the Yumas made a contribution to the 

success of the trip when he made available to Anza a guide. 

An Indian, Sebastian Taraval, had run away from the San 

Gabriel Mission in California and made his way across the 

desert to the Yumas. Palma then escorted him in December 

to Altar, where Anza enlisted his services.^-^ 

Others who accompanied Anza and Garces were Father 

Juan Diaz of Caborca; Juan Valdes, the California soldier; 

twenty volunteer soldiers from Tubac; a Pima interpreter; 

and eight other Indians—a total of thirty, four persons. 

They took with them thirty-five mule loads of provisions, 

sixty-five cattle driven, on foot for food along the way, and 

a number of saddle horses. Leaving Tubac on January 8, 1774, 

the group went southwest by way of the Altar Valley to 

Caborca and then northwest over the desert to Sonoita. 

From here it traveled over the Camino del Diablo to the 

Gila just above its junction with the Colorado. On Febru

ary 5, about ten or twelve leagues from the Gila, a friendly 

Papago Indian, Luis, warned Anza that the Yiomas should be 

approached with caution. He had heard rumors that part of 

21Juan Bautista de Anza, Diary, in Bolton, Anza 
Documents, II, pp. 65, 70; hereafter cited as Anza's Diary 
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the tribe planned to kill Anza's party and take their sup

plies. This report put Anza on guard, for trouble with the 

Yumas meant disaster for his plans. The following morning, 

after consultation with the two padres, he sent Luis to 

bring Chief Palma, whom he had met the previous month at 

Altar. Anza's party followed slowly along the way. The 

next day about two leagues from the Gila, they met Luis 

accompanied by some unarmed Yumas, who discounted the rumors. 

They said that Palma was absent from his village, but would 

meet them later that day. 

About five in the afternoon, Palma arrived with a 

large following and greeted Anza affectionately. Concern

ing the disturbance, Palma said that those who had caused 

it "were not his people, but lived a long way from his 

house up the river," and that he had expelled them to their 

own lands.22 Great numbers of Yumas assembled, greeting 

them joyfully. They were, however, as Garces said, "exceed

ingly curious." Father Diaz wrote that all of them 

. . . went amongst us with joy and confidence, 
and such was their desire to see us, to touch 
us, and to examine our clothes, baggage, and 
weapons, that to those of little patience 
they became a nuisance. Everything caused 
them wonderment, and they examined with their 
hands what they saw with their eyes.23 

22 
Anza's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, II, p. 3^. 

23Juan Diaz, Diary, in Bolton, Anza Documents, II 
p. 263 and Francisco Garces, Diary, in Bolton, Anza Docu
ments, II, p. 321; hereafter cited as Diaz's Diary and 
Garces' Diary. 
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After an exchange of conversation. Captain Anza, who 

was even more impressed with Raima's continued proof of 

ability and loyalty, confirmed Palma in the name of the 

king as chief of the Yumas on February 7, 1774. The com

mander explained that he would rule with greater authority 

and be recognized as a governor by the Spaniards. He then 

decorated the chief with a red ribbon bearing a royal coin. 

This pleased Palma and caused his people to marvel. Anza 

proceeded "with his accustomed prudence" to instruct him 

about God and the king. Palma listened attentively and 

then spent over an hour repeating it to his people.^4 

The Yuma chief invited them to his village on a good-

sized island formed by the Gila where it joined a small 

branch of the Colorado. Anza called this island Santisima 

Trinidad. Anza's party camped here for the night. The next 

day the caravan crossed the Colorado a short distance above 

the junction. The crossings of both the Gila and the Colorado 

were effected with no mishaps, primarily because so many of 

the Indians assisted with the cargo and served as guides to 

keep the party in the shallowest water. Everyone except 

Father Garces crossed on horseback; he was carried across 

each river "in the arms of Indians" because he "did not 

trust the horse."^5 

24Anza's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, II, p. 41. 

25Garces' Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, II, p. 323. 
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Anza halted where the two rivers unite and called the 

campsite San Dionisio, as Kino in 1700 had called the junc

tion from the other side. Anza recorded that it was I38 

leagues from Tubac.26 He and the fathers at once climbed a 

hill which, with another opposite it on the other bank of 

the river, forms a pass through which the Colorado flows. 

Garce's wrote that "These two hills are lookouts which afford 

an exquisite view embracing admirable sites for settlements, 

although this vicinity .is short of pasturage."^7 Anza called 

this site the Pass of Concepcion*28 He thought the view was 

delightful and gave this description of it: 

. . . having in sight the confluence of the 
rivers and the immense groves of willows and 
cottonwoods which cover the banks both up
stream and down as far as the eye can reach. . . . 
One also sees a sierra close by, through an 
opening in which the Colorado River comes from 
the north-northwest.29 

Diaz, likewise, described the pass and wrote at length about 

the Colorado River.30 

From the pass, the river runs west and northwest about 

ten miles, then swings sharply southward, near present Pilot 

26Anza's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, II, p. 45-

27Garces' Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, II, p. 323. 

2^Bolton, Outpost of Empire, p. 69. This is the place 
where Mission Concepcidn was founded six years later; where 
Fort Y\;ima was built in I85I; and where the Fort Yuma Indian 
School now stands. 

29Anza's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, II, p. 46. 

3QDiaz^s Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, II, p. 268. 
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Knob—Anza called it Cerro de San Pablo. Just a league 

beyond was the Yuma settlement in which another Yuma chief, 

Pablo, had some authority, and this was where Anza's party 

camped after leaving the junction. Even greater numbers, 

almost eight hundred, assembled here and received the usual 

gifts of beads and tobacco. In turn, the Indians presented 

gifts of frijoles, calabashes, and the tornilla bean to the 

Spaniards. During the night a Yiima stole a lance and an ax, 

When this was reported to Chief Palma, he promised to see 

that it was returned, for earlier he had instructed his 

people not to steal anything. 

The next morning, February 11, after mass, Anza's 

party got underway and traveled about six leagues to a 

small lake not far from the river. At this campsite only 

about sixty Indians came, including those who lived there. 

This was "the place where the Yuma tribe ends."31 Diaz 

recorded in his diary that the Yumas lived on Trinidad 

Island at the junction and for twelve leagues down the 

river. During the floods, however, they moved to the up

lands away from the banks of the river. He believed that 

their reduction to mission life would not be difficult as 

he found them to be docile and friendly.32 

Along the way Captain Anza had observed closely the 

land and the people of the Yuma tribe who controlled the 

3lAnza's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, II, p. 49. 

^^Diaz's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, II, p. 265. 
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gateway to California. His opinions were to be the basis 

for future decisions by Bucareli. Therefore he described 

in detail the country he had seen from the junction to the 

last rancheria of the Yumas. He noted that 

. . .at intervals there are fields sown with 
wheat without irrigation. . . . One sees also 
the places where they plant maize, beans, 
calabashes, and melons, all in such abundance 
that we have marvelled. . . . This river is 
short of pasturage, but it does not lack what 
is necessary to maintain small numbers of 
cattle. 

The picture which Anza gives of the Yumas is best in his 

own words: 

The people in general are very robust _and 
more than eight palms /a palm is 9 inche_s/ 
tall. Their temperament is the best to be 
found among Indians, for they are very festive, 
affectionate, and generous. Their color is 
not as dark as that of other tribes and they 
are less painted than some. They have naturally 
good features, but they make themselves ferocious 
by painting all the body and especially the face. 

The men go entirely naked, without the least 
sign of shame, and to go partly covered they 
consider womanish. They have good heads of 
hair, which they do up in many and diverse 
ways. . . . The men paint their faces excessive
ly with black and red colors, and this applies 
also to the women. The men have their ears 
perforated with at least three holes, five be
ing the most common and in all of them they wear 
earrings. They also perforate the nose, or its 
cartilage, and through it thrust a cluster of 
feathers or . . . a sprig of palm . . . where
with they succeed in making themselves not 
only ferocious but horrible. 

The women are like the men in robustness and 
height. . . . They go clothed or half covered 
only from the waist to the thighs or knees, 
with little skirts which they make from the 
inner bark of the willow and the cottonwood. . '. . 
Both men and women go entirely barefooted. 
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I have noted that the Yumas do not marry 
very young, nor, according to what I have 
learned, is there much polygamy. . . . When 
I have asked the men about their late marriages 
they have replied that it is not profitable to 
marry young girls, because they do not know how 
to work. 

To arms and warfare they appear to be little 
inclined. They rarely have a quiver. Few have 
as many as five bad arrows, and their bows are 
worse. In this way about a third go armed, the 
other two thirds carrying merely a lance four 
yards long, an instrument for a game, while the 
old and aged men carry clubs. At the first 
touch of cold in the morning or afternoon, . . . 
they take a firebrand which they generally put 
in front of their stomachs or behind their backs 
to warm themselves. . . . Their language is 
easy to pronounce, and . . . they pronounce 
Castilian as plainly as we do. 

From those I have seen and from what I have 
heard of the rest I judge there must be 3,500 
people in the Yuma tribe, and this is the 
estimate given me by Father Garces who before 
me now has observed these villages more at 
leisure.33 

Captain Anza, however, had not come to Yuma Land to 

found a settlement; he was in search of a route to Monterey. 

Leaving the river to the left, his caravan traveled south

west and camped near a lake with much water and pasturage. 

This campsite was given the name Santa Olaya, and here 

Palma wept as he said goodbye.34 He had to turn back, he 

said, for the country ahead was enemy territory. Anza, too, 

was faced with an enemy but of a different kind—the terrible 

desert. 

33Anza's Diary.in Bolton, Anza Documents, II, p. 49-54. 

34Garc^s' Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, II, p. 325. 
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On February 13, the party started west across the 

shifting sand dunes. Six days later, after many misfor

tunes, it had returned to Santa Olaya to rest and let the 

animals recuperate on the good pasture. During this delay, 

Garce's visited the villages down the Colorado where he had 

been three years before. While Anza made plans to continue 

the journey and waited for Palma to arrive, hundreds of the 

natives assembled to see the Spaniards. They stayed day 

and night, intrigued with the violin which the soldiers had 

brought along for their own diversion. The soldiers taught 

the women some dance steps, and both men and women learned 

some Spanish-words. In a short time, they learned to salute 

and say, "Ave Maria, iViva Dios y el ReyI"35 Anza adds that 

a few beads and a little tobacco encouraged them to learn 

these praises. 

After five days Palma arrived, and with him Anza 

worked out a plan for continuing the journey. Convinced 

that it was impossible to travel with the entire caravan. 

Captain Anza arranged to leave part of his men, animals, 

and supplies to the care and custody of the Yuma chief. 

He wrote Viceroy Bucareli of his decision and explained to 

him that to attempt the expedition with all of them would 

be to frustrate it entirely. Palma had promised to give a 

good account of everything and there was no reason to 

^^Anza^s Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, II, p. 72. 
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distrust him or his tribe.^^ 

On March 1, Father Garces returned, and the next day 

the expedition continued on its way. This time it went well 

to the southwest of the first trail, circumvented the desert, 

surmounted the Sierra, and arrived at Mission San Gabriel 

near present Los Angeles on March 22. Anza had opened a 

road from Sonora to Alta California! 

Dwindling provisions and loss of animals forced a 

change in plans. Captain Anza went on to Monterey with 

only six soldiers. Garces made a trip to San Diego, re

turning to San Gabriel in the company of Father Serra. 

Orders awaited for them to return to the Colorado, and he 

left with sixteen men and the mules. Valdes accompanied 

this group as a special courier carrying reports for Bucareli, 

and they all arrived at the Yimaa junction April 26,^' Diaz 

went to San Diego to get a special instrtiment for observing 

latitudes, rejoining Anza at San Gabriel. They departed 

with support troops and reached the Colorado-Gila junction 

at noon on May 10. Palma greeted them joyfully and, true 

to his promise, had a strong raft ready for crossing both 

the rivers. More than 500 Yumas guided it across for a re

union with Father Garces and the soldiers who had come ahead.3° 

^^Anza to Bucareli, Santa Olaya, February 28, 1774, in 
Bolton, Anza Documents, V, p. 117. 

37Garces to Bucareli, La Junta, April 27, 1774, in 
Bolton, Anza Documents, V, pp. 143-147. 

3^Anza's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, II, pp. 115-
117. 
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The soldiers whom Anza left with Palma had departed 

even before Garces returned. Unable to prevent their de

parture, the Yuma chief had faithfully guarded the provi

sions and cattle left in his care. As continued proof of 

his loyalty and authority, Palma prevented an attack on the 

six soldiers from the presidio at Monterey who had accompan

ied Anza from California to learn the road. As there were 

rumors that some natives down the Colorado planned an attack 

on these soldiers after Anza had gone, Palma and two hundred 

Yuma braves escorted them on their return through the trou

bled area. 

After this episode Father Diaz formed the opinion that 

passage through these lands would not be easy unless Spain 

established itself at some points on the Colorado. He noted 

the fickleness of the Indians and the difficult passage of 

the river. 

And if they should come to be discontented, and 
disinclined to cooperate in the crossing with 
their aid, and on the contrary should attempt 
to impede it, a large force of arms would be 
necessary to vanquish so numerous a heathendom.39 

The soundness of his opinion was yet to be demonstrated. 

When Palma returned to the junction, Anza rewarded him 

for all his services with his own baston, four beeves, and 

some articles of clothing. Realizing how much Palma had 

contributed to the success of the expedition, the commander 

39Di'az's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, II, p. 299. 
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wished that he could have been more liberal. After urging 

the Yuma chief to maintain peace with the neighboring tribes 

and saying farewells, Anza^s party ascended the Gila. The 

entire group traveled together to the Gila Bend, at which 

point Garce's remained behind in order to attempt a penetra

tion to the north. The others returned by way of Tucson 

and San Xavier del Bac to Tubac, where arriving at sunset 

on May 26, after an absence of four and one-half months, 

Anza recorded the distance from Monterey to Tubac as 294 

leagues.40 

Viceroy Bucareli waited eagerly in Mexico City for 

Anza's personal account of the expedition. In the mean

time he had been so impressed with the letters and diaries 

brought to him by Valdes that he wrote to Julian de Arriaga, 

the Spanish minister of state, stating that no project was 

of greater importance in all New Spain than the one Anza 

had just executed with such care. 

The success of this enterprise was without 
doubt reserved for the happy reign of his Majesty. 
It had been discussed in the year 1737, . . . in 
consequence of a royal cedula, and although Don 
Juan Bautista de Anza, father of the present 
Anza, suggested its plan, its execution was re
served by providence for his son.41 

Bucareli reported also that he had instructed Don Francisco 

Crespo to maintain the required friendly relations with 

4^Bolton, Outpost of Empire, p. 122. 

4lBucareli to Arriaga, Mexico, June 26, 1774, in Bolton, 
Anza Documents, V, p. I8l. 
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Salvador Palma and the Yumas and to keep him pleased with 

little presents, but no arms or ammunition. "This is for 

the purpose of keeping him attached to us, until we con

sider the establishment of missions" on the Colorado. 

Captain Anza himself had been detained on the Sonora 

frontier and did not reach Mexico City until early in 

November. He was rewarded for a job well done with a pro

motion to the rank of lieutenant-colonel. 

During Anza's two-month visit, plans were laid for 

him to make a second land journey to California. The pur

pose of this expedition would be to strengthen the presidio 

at Monterey, explore further the river and harbor of San 

Francisco, select sites, and establish two missions and a 

presidial colony there.42 Fathers Garces and Tom^s Eixarch 

would accompany the group part of the way. 

The colonists of this new enterprise were recruited 

and left Culiacan, Sinaloa, in May, 1775, marching to 

Horcasitas, the capital of Sonora. Here the animals and 

other provisions, including gifts for the Indians, had been 

assembled. After several delays, the expedition now com

posed of 240 persons and more than 1,000 animals, set out 

from Tubac on October 23, 1775. It went by way of the Santa 

Cruz and Gila rivers to Yuma Land. With signs of joy and 

satisfaction, Palma greeted Anza and inquired about the 

health of the king and the viceroy. Palma, having learned 

42Bolton, Outpost of Empire, p. I34. 
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while on a visit to the presidio of San Miguel de Horcasitas 

of Anza's trip to Mexico City, thought Anza had seen both 

the king and the viceroy. To be favored in such a way the 

Yuma chief said "that in order to hear them he would gladly 

take off his ears and put on some Spanish ears so that he 

might understand what they would say."43 

Raima's joy at seeing the Spaniards soon turned to 

disappointment when he learned that the colonists were just 

passing through his country. Anza explained as best he 

coiild that he was being sent with these troops and families 

to another place, but that the Yumas would obtain the same 

favor "within a short time." Palma accepted the reply but 

requested Anza to repeat his petition to the viceroy with 

the assurance that his tribe desired to submit entirely to 

the Spanish sovereign and his religion.44 

Instead of assigning fathers and settlers to live 

among the Yumas, Anza distributed tobacco, glass beads, and 

other trinkets among them. Salvador Palma received a gaily 

decorated suit of bright colors in the name of the viceroy, 

and Anza prepared to move on. Because of the shifting of 

the land effected by the rivers when in flood, Trinidad 

Island was no more. The ford by which the first expedition 

had crossed the Colorado had also disappeared. Anza proceeded 

43Anza's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, III, p. 38. 

44Anza to Bucareli, Laguna de Olaya, December 8, 1775, 
in Bolton, Anza Documents. T„ p. 304. 
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to find another ford, and the crossing was accomplished 

without mishap.45 

Meanwhile, orders had been given for Carols and Eixarch 

to remain on the Colorado until Anza returned. Three inter

preters, two muleteers, and two servants remained with them. 

Included in the number was the Indian Sebastian Taraval, 

who had been on the first expedition. A cabin for the church

men was constructed near Raima's house, about a league above 

Pass Concepcion. On December 4, Anza's colony departed for 

California.46 

Another friar, Pedro Font, had been assigned as diar

ist and chaplain for the expedition. The detailed diary 

that he kept revealed in his own words that he was at times 

quarrelsome, petty and jealous. Nevertheless, "in the 

course of passing through," he made astute observations and 

wrote a classic description of the Yumas and their lands. 

In general his remarks were in agreement with what Anza had 

written the year before, but on some points, he held a dif

ferent opinion. Font wrote at greater length of their cus

toms and manner of living than did Anza and disagreed with 

him about the polygamy among the Yumas. He stated that it 

was very common among these people. Font described their 

wars and campaigns which usually lasted for only a few days. 

4^Pedro Font, Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents^ IV, 
p. 80; hereafter cited as Font's Diary. 

46Anza's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, III,, pp. 45-
47. 
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He believed that one of the reasons for fighting was 

. . . to capture a few children in order to 
take them out to sell in the lands of the 
Spaniards. These captives are called Nixoras 
by us in Sonora, no matter where they come 
from, and this commerce in Nixoras, so unjust, 
is the reason why they have been so bloody in 
their wars.47 

If this is an indictment of the Spaniards, at least he points 

out later that peace treaties were arranged among several of 

the Yuman tribes as a result of Spanish persuasion. 

He concluded that the Yumas "as a rule are gentle, 

gay and happy," and he believed them to be the most fortunate 

and prosperous of all the Indians. They had plenty to eat, 

lived on their lands, and suffered fewer inconveniences. 

Perhaps it was in a prophetic tone that Font wrote that they 

"might easily be converted to arrogance whenever an attempt 

is made to reduce them to the catechism and to obedience."48 

Father Font's opinions and services were valuable, but 

Bucareli relied more heavily on Garces. Thus, the viceroy 

ordered Garces to remain at the junction "visiting the 

tribes and winning them in order that with his reports we 

may proceed to the erection of missions. . . . The presence 

of this father among the tribes I have considered most desir

able on account of the talents which adorn him."49 Garces 

47Font's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, IV, p. 102. 

4^Font's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, IV, p. 92. 

49Bucareli to Arriaga, Mexico, March 27, 1776, in Bolton, 
Anza Documents, IV, pp.333-334. 
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wasted no time in carrying out orders. The day after Anza 

departed for California, Garc^ began a trek down the 

Colorado. He spent the month of December visiting with the 

Yumans below the junction. After reaching the Gulf, he 

returned to Raima's rancheria the first week in January, 

1776.50 

Garces kept Eixarch company and labored only six 

weeks among the Yumas before setting out to visit the 

tribes who lived upstream and in the mountains. On 

February 14, with the Indian Sebastian and two interpreters, 

he left Concepcion. For months he journeyed from one tribe 

to another, but he did not remain on the Colorado. After 

visiting with the Mojaves, Garces crossed the mountains and 

the Mojave Desert to San Gabriel; explored the Joaquin 

River Valley; returned to the Colorado across the Mojave 

Desert; set out for the northeast to visit the Moqui; made 

his way eventually back down the Colorado to the junction 

and then headed for San Xavier del Bac.^1 

During this long journey, Garces had been a true 

missionary for both the church and the state. There is no 

way to measure the results. Font, perhaps, said it best. 

Father Garces is so well fitted to get along 
with the Indians and to go among them that he 
appears to be but an Indian himself. . . . In 

199. 
^Garces' Diary in Coues, Spanish Pioneer, I, pp. 154-

^^Garces' Diary•in Coues, Spanish Pioneer, I, pp. 200-
308, and II, pp. 313-440. 
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short, God has created him, as I see it, solely 
for the purpose of seeking out these unhappy, 
ignorant, and rustic people.52 

Meanwhile, Eixarch remained in Raima's village pre

paring the Yumas for mission life. This padre, then, was 

the one who lived among them for five months while Anza 

made his way to San Francisco and back. Eixarch saw and 

recorded life on the Colorado under more normal circumstances. 

While other Spaniards visited and soon departed, he stayed, 

at least temporarily. His diary gives a picture of a lone

ly missionary busy with both spiritual and material labors. 

More important, however, in it were clues pointing the way 

to trouble. 

Eixarch clearly pointed out that Chief Pablo was a 

potential trouble maker. Anza learned on his first expedi

tion that Pablo entertained thoughts of stealing the horses 

and then killing him and his party. Trouble was averted, 

and Anza placed his faith in Palma to keep things under 

control. For a long time this faith was well-founded. 

Eixarch, however, saw Pablo for what he really was, a 

medicine man who resisted Eixarch's influence over his people. 

In April, the father observed that for a long time back Pablo 

had come neither to mass nor to the rosary. 

Moreover, Palma has told me several times that 
he does not like him as an associate, because 
he gives him no aid, and he says that he will 
seek a man of good heart, because this Pablo 

^^Font's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, IV, .p. 121. 
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is a great wizard. And from what I have exper
ienced I must say that Pablo has a bad heart, 
slight love for the fathers, and less for the 
things of God.53 

A month later Eixarch became convinced that Pablo was a 

great wizard. He believed that 

. . . Captain Anza has shown a great liking 
for this Indian because he has had no exper
ience with him. . . . At the beginning of this 
diary I gave a high opinion of this Indian, 
putting him above Palma in valor, but I spoke 
without experience.54 

The father cited on more than one occasion that the 

Spaniards' horses were found with arrows in them. When 

Father Garces' horse was wounded, the Yumas accused others. 

Eixarch, however, thought that it was the Yumas because 

this horse, some others, and some mules and cattle had 

destroyed the wheat of the Yumas. He believed that "These 

damages ought in justice to be made good with some equiv

alent." He asked, "On whom does this obligation rest?" ̂ 5 

Indeed, on whom did this obligation rest? An alert had 

been sounded, but the Spaniards did not hear it. 

The Yumas were urged to make peace with their neigh

bors, and peace treaties were drawn up. All was not well, 

however. As .various tribes came to trade and visit during 

Eixarch's stay, the father detected that the other tribes 

53Tom^s Eixarch, Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, III, 
p. 372; hereafter cited as Eixarch's Diary. 

54Eixarch''s Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, III, p. 37^. 

55Eixarch's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, III, 
pp. 340,^7^: 
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were very jealous. They said, "the Spaniards love only 

Palma, whom they treat like a king, paying no attention to 

them."56 His own opinion was that each of the Indians 

would like to have a father to give him plenty of tobacco 

and glass beads. 

As Eixarch noted these clues to possible trouble, he 

wrote at greater length of the generosity of the Indian 

women who brought him food. He extolled Raima's virtues, 

which supported what Anza and the other fathers had said. 

If he wrote of petty thievery and lies among the Yumas, it 

was overshadowed by acts of devotion and cooperation. The 

Indians served as couriers to bring him wine and candles 

for mass from Caborca. Even Pablo made two journeys to 

Sonora at the father's request. On one of these Pablo 

served as a ̂ ide when Eixarch went in March to visit the 

fathers along the Altar River. 

Aside from this six weeks' visit in Sonora, Eixarch 

remained at the junction. It is clear that he did not 

neglect the principal aim of his ministry, as much time 

was spent saying mass and the rosary and explaining the 

Christian faith to the Yumas. In turn, he was interested 

in observing their customs and rituals. On one occasion 

he emphasized that a Yuma was buried only because she had 

been baptized. Otherwise, they burned their dead. The 

fathers baptized especially those who were ill and in danger 

56Eixarch's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, III, p. 38I. 
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of death. It is little wonder that the father "noticed 

that some old Indians entertain the foolish notion that 

those who are baptized immediately die."^7 

In addition to spiritual matters, the friar kept 

busy with material labors. Toward the end of January he 

decided to move his house to the hill of Concepcion before 

the floods came. Palma not only helped him with the task 

but moved his own house nearby. Pablo did likewise. He 

was chief of the village of San Pablo but had come to live 

at Raima's village since the arrival of the fathers. 

Eixarch had hoped for more privacy when he moved. Such 

was not to be, for the Yimias came to visit for the whole 

day instead of a short while. With love and a great deal 

of patience he ministered to them, although he thought they 

were the dirtiest and most immodest people he had ever seen. 

Yet he could say that "their kindness can not be repaid."58 

Eixarch often recorded the weather conditions, and 

he experienced one of the coldest winters the Yumas had 

known. When it snowed in December, they expressed surprise. 

He wrote of the misty fog, the heavy rain, the high winds, 

and the intense heat. In April there was an earthquate 

which frightened him. Palma knew about earthquakes, but 

he had never seen snow. 

^7Eixarch's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, III, p. 345. 

^%ixarch's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, III, p. 370. 
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While Eixarch was writing of these conditions in 

Ytima, Anza's expedition was moving across the hot desert 

and over the cold sierra to California. It arrived in San 

Gabriel on January 4, 1776. The little colony, Anza dis

covered, lived in fear of an Indian revolt. Anti-Spanish 

feeling had spread north from San Diego after a ferocious 

Indian uprising there in November. As a result, Anza 

suspended his plans to go directly to San Francisco. In

stead, he accompanied Governor Don Fernando Rivera y Moncada, 

at the latter's request, to San Diego to inspect conditions. 

Anza, also, needed to acquire supplies, if possible, for the 

new colonists. 

Anza had first heard about the uprising in November 

before he crossed the Colorado. Palma had told him then of 

news of the attack on the mission and that one of the Spaniards 

had been killed.^9 Anza apparently ignored this bit of 

information. On reaching San Gabriel he learned the dis

tressing details. Had it not been for the friendship of 

the Yumas, the details would have been more distressing. 

In all probability, Anza's party never would have reached 

San Gabriel to hear the news. Indian runners from San Diego 

came in January to seek an alliance with the Yumas against, 

the Spaniards. At that time, the San Diego Indians said 

that no harm had come to Anza's party along the way because 

59Anza's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, III, p. 39. 
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they knew the Spaniards were friends of the Yumas. If, 

however, Anza's soldiers joined in an attack against the 

San Diego Indians, then the party would be attacked. Under 

Raima's leadership the Yumas remained loyal to the Spaniards 

although some other Yuman tribes had promised support for a 

concerted uprising. Garces expressed the opinion later 

that San Diego was "tranquilized" because the "Quemaya 

found friends of the Spaniards in all the nations of the 

river" and witnessed the good treatment that they were 

experiencing from Anza.^^ Except for the arrival of Anza's 

party at San Gabriel, the situation at San Diego would have 

been more serious. 

Conflicts between Rivera and Anza prevented the colo

nists from going directly to San Francisco. On his return 

to San Gabriel, Anza set out up the coast with some of the 

families and reached Monterey on March 10. Taking only a 

few men with him, he made his way to San Francisco, selected 

sites for a presidio and a mission, and returned to Monterey, 

Rivera refused to cooperate. Having done all he could, Anza 

returned to the Colorado. His capable lieutenant, Jose 

Joaquin Moraga, supported by Father Francisco Palou, led the 

soldier-colonists to San Francisco for the actual settle

ment . ̂ 1 

60 Garces' Diary in Coues, Spanish Pioneer, I, p. 257. 

6lHubert Howe Bancroft, The Works of Hubert Howe 
Bancroft, Vol. XVIII: History of California, 1542^TgOO 
(2 vols., San Francisco: The History Company, 1886), I, 
pp. 279-292; hereafter cited as Bancroft, California, I. 
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On May 11, I776, Anza and his party returned to 

Concepcion and were warmly greeted by the Yumas and Father 

Eixarch, who was "so contented and safe in this place."^2 

The last news that Anza had from Father Garces was on 

April 15, through a letter the father had written him from 

the mission in San Gabriel. Now, having a somewhat con

fused report that Garces was among the Jalchedunes, Anza 

sent a messenger the next day with a letter, telling Garces 

of his plans to continue the return journey to Sonora with

in three days. 

That night Palma came to Anza's tent with a request to 

be taken to Mexico City. He wished to present his plea in 

person to Viceroy Bucareli for missionaries for his tribe. 

After consultation with Font and Eixarch, Anza agreed that 

Palma could make the journey, bringing the chief's brother 

and a son of Chief Pablo. Anza took a Cajuenche youth along, 

also. Two men, loyal to Palma and Anza, were chosen by Palma 

to rule the tribe during his absence. 

Before the journey could commence, it was necessary to 

assemble rafts for crossing the swollen Colorado. With 

assistance from the Yumas, including some women who were 

excellent swimmers, the passage was made safely. Afterwards 

Anza asserted the necessity for keeping the Yumas attached 

^^Font's-Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, IV, p. 4^3. 
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to the Spaniards. Otherwise, it would be almost impossible 

to cross the river, "since with the aid of their native 

experts it has cost us four days of toil."^3 

There had been no word from Carets, but Anza could 

not wait. Neither could he give Eixarch permission to re

main with the Yumas as he wished. Instructions given and 

farewells said, Anza's party started for Sonora. After an 

absence of eight months Colonel Anza reached Horcasitas on 

June 1, 1776; 

In the meantime, Bucareli informed Galvez that Anza 

had completed the duties of his commission and that Salvador 

Palma was accompanying the Colonel to the capital. Even 

Viceroy Bucareli noted Raima's importance when he wrote 

that to Palma "is due the success of the march of the two 

expeditions made by land to Monterey."^4 Palma himself 

waited patiently for Anza to resume the trip to Mexico City. 

Q3Anza's Diary in Bolton, Anza Documents, III, p. I8l. 

64Bucareli to Galvez, Mexico, August 27, 1776, in 
Bolton, Anza Documents, V, p. 352. 



CHAPTER V 

SPANISH SETTLEMENT AND FAILURE 

The successful completion of Anza's second expedition 

made exciting news both in Mexico and Madrid. Likewise, 

Salvador Palma's prospective visit kindled a flame of ex

citement, for he had become the most celebrated Indian 

chief in New Spain. Now both Anza and Palma were on their 

way to the capital. They had left Horcasitas in August, 

to arrive in Mexico City late in October. ip 
Viceroy Bucareli was most interested in what Anza 3 

had to report, but he was also anxious to meet the famous i 

Yuma chief. Therefore, on October 26, Anza presented Palma '̂  
r 

and his relatives to the viceroy. The Indians all were 8 
clothed and wore capes in the style of the Sonora province 

except Palma. He was distinguished from the others by the 

suit which the viceroy had sent him and by the cane of 

office which Anza had given him. Raima's desire to see 

the viceroy had been realized, and he was dressed in his 

best. Bucareli, however, ordered more clothing for all of 

them, requesting for Palma a uniform with coat and breeches 

of shiny blue cloth and a vest of fine scarlet trimmed with 

gold braid. Thus decked out, the chief and the other Yumas, 

57 



after the presentation, attended a celebration at the palace 

on November 4,in honor of King Charles' birthday.1 Bucareli 

chose this occasion to present Palma another cane, a new rod 

of office. The people present manifested their appreciation, 

and the Yumas marvelled at what they saw. 

Within a few days, on November 11, Palma placed a 

petition in the hands of the viceroy. In this long paper 

Palma first reviewed his whole life and the meetings with 

Anza3 then he requested missions for his people and baptism 

for himself, explaining that his motives were not material 

and that he loved the Spaniards. His people would welcome 

missionaries and Spanish settlers and would help keep the 

road open to California. Anza, at Raima's request, had 

composed and signed this petition. Palma, his brother, 

and Pablo's son each made a cross above Anza's signature.2 

Viceroy Bucareli reacted favorably to this document 

and sent it to his advisors immediately. Within a week the 

fiscal reported his views to the viceroy. It would be 

necessary, of course, for Palma to be instructed in the 

faith before being baptized. In the matter of missions, 

the official believed that expenses for such should not be 

incurred without a reasonable chance for spiritual and 

temporal profit. He doubted the probable success of the 

iBucareli to Galvez, Mexico, November 26, 1776, in 
Bolton, Anza Documents, V, pp. 395-397. 

^Palma to Bucareli, Mexico, November 11, 1776, in 
Bolton, Anza Documents, V, pp. 365-376. 
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missions and feared the outlay would prove to be useless. 

However, the fiscal did request Anza's opinion concerning 

the matter.3 

Two days later Anza gave his opinion on the proposed 

Colorado River establishments. Palma and the Yumas had dem

onstrated their good faith and docile nature on all occa

sions, and he did not believe their attitude would change. 

At the same time he advocated avoidance of the severity 

and force used in other reductions. Instead of enforced 

native labor, for example, laborers should be taken from 

Sonora. The commander should be a man who understood the 

management of Indians and who would exercise extreme patience 1 

and compassion. Onl. volunteer colonizing T^ilies and .en 1̂  
3 

of good character should be sent, and it was important to S 

take along the necessary supplies. The settlers should 

have to grow their own crops, for the crops of the Indians 

were tmdependable. The most necessary foodstuffs were 

raised on the river in proportion to the native population, 

but there was a lack of pasturage for livestock. Regarding 

military needs, he believed Horcasitas and Altar were neces

sary where they were. Two new presidios, however, should 

be established, one at the junction of the Colorado-Gila 

rivers, and the other on the Gila, or preferably on the 

Colorado at the upper end of the Jalchedunes—a location 

3Arangoyte to Bucareli, Mexico, November 18, 1776, in 
Bolton, Anza Documents, V, pp. 377-382. 
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which offered better protection against the Apaches. The 

roads thus would be more direct to Monterey and San Francisco 

in relation to a proposed route to New Mexico. Without the 

presidios the project would be hazardous. He recommended, 

also, that Palma be granted his wish for baptism.4 

While the various reports were being considered, Palma 

and his relatives received daily instruction in the catechism. 

On February 13, 1777, all four were baptized in the cathedral 

of Mexico with Anza serving as sponsor and godfather. They 

had spent four months in the -capital, and it was time for the 

return journey. Before leaving, however, Anza presented a 

bill to Bucareli for the expenses incurred in supporting the 
r 

Yumas. The bill, considered a good investment, was charged } 

._ _ _̂  A clerk handling such matters said a 
that Palma and his friends lived in a house on Calle de la 

Merced with Anza. "To win them over they were catechised, 

clothed, regaled, and distinguished as far as possible; and 

they went home very proud."° 

Meanwhile, the reports had received favorable action 

in Madrid. Jose' de Galvez, now Minister of the Indies, had 

put into effect by a decree dated August 22, 1776, his plan 

4Anza to Bucareli, Mexico, November 20, 1776, in Bolton, 
Anza Documents, V, pp. 3^3-394. 

5Bucareli to Galvez, Mexico, February 24, 1776, in 
Bolton, Anza Documents, V, pp. 410-412. 

^Statement of Miguel Valero Olea in Coues, Spanish 
Pioneer, II, p. 504. 
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for creating a separate government independent of the vice-

royalty of New Spain for the interior provinces from Texas 

to California. He selected Teodoro de Croix to be the first 

commandant-general of the new government. Croix had arrived 

in Mexico City in December, 1776, to take up his duties. 

Thus he was in the capital before Anza and Palma departed 

in February. Galvez wrote almost identical letters to 

Bucareli and Croix, stating that the king had approved 

baptism for Palma and ordered that missions and presidios 

be provided in due time. The king wished 

. . . that this Salvador Palma be always dis
tinguished and be protected in the peaceful 
possession of his rule and . . . that no one of 
his tribe ... . shall be injured in any way in 
their goods and lands for the purpose of giving 
them to the Spaniards.7 

7Gaivez to Bucareli, El Pardo, February 14, 1777, in 
Bolton, Anza Documents, V, pp. 406-407. 

^Galvez to Croix, El Pardo, February 14, 1777, in 
Bolton, Anza Documents, V, pp. 408-409. 

4 

In addition, Croix was given the very special charge to "see I 

to its entire and prompt fulfillment with all your facilities | 

and means."° 5 

Teodoro de Croix evidently failed to understand the 

meaning of the word "prompt." He remained in Mexico City 

until August, gathering information about the interior 

provinces and formulating his plans. Instead of going 

first to Arispe, the new capital of Sonora, he went to 

Coahuila and Texas. In April, 177^, he had reached Chihuahua, 
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v/here he was detained by illness. Galvez repeatedly ordered 

Croix to give his attention to California, a special interest 

of both Galvez and Bucareli. Croix, however, did not reach 

Arispe until November, 1779, and never once visited Yuma 

Land or California.9 

In the meantime, Anza had returned to Horcasitas in 

May, 1777, to find the Seris in rebellion and other tribes 

on the verge of revolt. These Indian uprisings took prior

ity over further settlement. Anza once again brought the 

situation under control. The following year he became 

governor of New Mexico. This, however, was not the assign

ment he preferred, for he had hoped to go back to Yuma Land 

as commander of a presidio. 

The establishment of Spanish posts on the Colorado 

was delayed again. As in previous years, missions and 

presidios for the Colorado could wait. When Bucareli died 

and Anza became governor of New Mexico, the enterprise lost 

two of its most effective supporters. Teodoro de Croix, 

turning his attention first to the northeastern frontier, 

became more impressed with plans for a general campaign 

against the Apaches and reorganization of the presidial 

line. In this matter, he ignored the advice of many, 

especially veteran inspector of the frontier Hugo OConor, 

who had urged him to transfer the presidios of Horcasitas 

to the Colorado and Gila rivers. 

9chapman, California, pp. 319-323. Bucareli died in 
April, 1779. 
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In addition, early in 1777, Garces had supported 

Anza's testimony about Yuma. His plan, however, was on a 

much grander scale, as he proposed, to have fifteen missions 

on the Gila and Colorado. The first to be established on 

the Colorado were to be among the Yuma, where he chose the 

sites of Concepcion and San Pablo. In his opinion, all in

termediate Indian nations would be controlled if missions 

were founded on the Colorado. He also believed that more 

effective control would result by placing the troops at San 

Diego under the orders of the commander of the Colorado. 

Throughout this plan he stressed the necessity for presidios 

wherever the missions were to be founded. Among the Indian 

"nations ready for vassalage" he chose first the Yuma and 

said that ". . .if the matter of missions on the Gila and 

Colorado is allowed to cool . . . there is danger that all 

will be lost and the Yumas may be the first to enter a \ 

league."1^ 

The time to have acted was the moment Palma returned 

"very proud" from Mexico to Yuma, but the matter was allowed 

to cool. Although the whole frontier had problems, it is 

difficult to understand how Croix could have ignored so long 

this vital project which had been urged by so many and 

ordered by the king. How could the Yumas understand? Palma 

had returned with promises made and his hopes high. There 

was every reason to believe that his people would soon have 

1 
1 

i 

) 

lOprancisco Carets, "Reflections on the Diary," in 
Coues, Spanish Pioneer, II, pp. 453-499. 
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their missions. 

Months went by, however, without any sign that the 

promises were to be fulfilled. Palma made a trip to Altar 

in March, I778, to investigate the delay. This was the 

very time that Anza had gone to Chihuahua to confer with 

Croix before proceeding to his government in New Mexico. 

Palma thus conferred with the presidio captain. More or 

less satisfied with the explanation given, the chief re

turned to Yuma with more excuses for his people. There 

was to be more waiting. 

The Yumas, therefore, began to doubt the promises 

relayed by Palma. Perhaps he had lied to them. They 

taunted Palma, who was in danger of losing his authority. 

In keeping with Yuma customs for ages past, a leader was 

recognized only so long as he displayed qualities of supe

rior judgment. "Should his power appear to fail, his dreams 

were at once called in question and unless he could reha

bilitate himself by wise action and the claim of further 

visionary experience, his authority was at an end."ll 

Still no Spaniards came to Yuma Land. Palma endured 

for a while but finally went again to Altar and to Horcasitas 

to explain his difficulties. Croix, who was still in 

Chihuahua, received notice of Raima's visit and knew that 

his complaints were just. Besides, "Croix was under obliga

tion to provide adequate protection to the route opened 

^-^Forde, Yuma Indians, p. I40. 
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between Sonora and California by Anza."12 Therefore, he 

took steps to initiate the project. 

In February, 1779, Croix wrote to the president of the 

missions asking that Garces and another friar be sent to the 

Colorado. At the same time he ordered the authorities in 

Sonora to furnish soldiers and supplies. Diaz, who had 

been with Garces and Anza on the first expedition, was se

lected to accompany Garces. After much discussion, only 

thirteen soldiers and meager supplies were made available 

for the long-postponed enterprise. The fathers realized 

the dangers involved in establishing a distant mission under 

these circumstances, but they hoped for the early establish

ment of a presidio. To wait longer was undesirable. For 

this reason, the little party departed August 1, 1779, for 

the Colorado. When the group passed Sonoita, it was forced 

12Alfred Barnaby Thomas, trans, and ed., Teodoro de 
Croix and the Northern Frontier of New Spain. 1776-1783 
"(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1941), p. 47, here
after cited as Thomas, Croix. 

13Bancroft, California. I, p. 336. 

) 

to turn back for want of water; but Garces, with two soldiers, } 

continued to the junction, reaching it at the end of August.13-^ 

Garces found Palma and those of his village still 

friendly. Other Yumas, however, were alienated, and other 

Yuman tribes were hostile to the Yumas. Garces sent the 

two soldiers back to Sonoita on September 3 with a request 

for additional aid to prevent the collapse of the venture. 

The two soldiers arrived at Sonoita amidst rumors of an 
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attack by the Papagos. Diaz, therefore, asked for reinforce

ments from Altar. Croix, however, had changed his mind and 

given orders that the fathers were not to go to the Colorado 

until later. 

Knowing that Garces was already there alone, Diaz re

fused to comply with the new order. On October 2, Diaz and 

the soldiers, under the command of Jose Darib Arguello, 

reached the junction. As the Spaniards did not have the 

lavish gifts which the Yumas expected to be forthcoming, 

the contrast between expectation and reality was great. 

Feeling they had been tricked, the Indians did not conceal 

their disgust. Raima's authority was limited shortly to his 

own rancheria. The situation was critical. 

Writing to Croix early in November, Garces explained 

that it would be impossible to maintain the settlement under 

the present conditions. Gifts of tobacco, beads, and other 

trinkets were almost a prerequisite to the establishment of 

friendly relations. This had been the policy with all 

tribes. With the Yumas eager to go to war with their neigh

bors and Raima's authority steadily declining, the friars 

needed more troops also. Garces emphasized, as Anza had 

done, that all men should be selected carefully from the 

standpoint of good character. He urged, also, that a second 

mission be founded and more settlers sent. If these condi

tions were met and financial aid given, Garces still believed 

all would turn out well.14 

14chapman, California, p. 333. 
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The fathers received news late in December that their 

request for funds had been turned down. They decided then 

that Diaz should go in person to see Croix, who had arrived 

in Arispe in November. Diaz reached Arispe in February, 

17^0, and Father Juan Barrenche went to take his place on 

the Colorado. After discussions with Croix, Diaz altered 

his requests and agreed to a new plan for settlements in 

Yuma Land. Although the commander-general frequently cited 

in his own detailed reports that both missions and presidios 

had been recommended over a long period of time by many dif

ferent people, he did not heed their advice. He decided 

that it would be impossible to remove the presidio of 

Horcasitas or Buenavista to the Colorado. For one reason, 

to do so would increase expenses for the treasury. There

fore, he wrote,. "I decided upon the establishments of two 

pueblos of Spaniards in the territory of the Yuma Indians."!^ 

With this arrangement, he believed he could save over 8,000 

pesos annually. 

Twenty-one soldiers chosen from the presidios of 

Altar, Horcasitas, and Buenavista were to be assigned to 

garrison the pueblos. They and their families, twenty other 

families of settlers, and twelve workers, or persons to 

assist with the herds and construction, were to make up the 

settlement. "Lands and waters were to be divided among the 

l^Teodoro de Croix, "General Report of 17^1," in 
Thomas, Croix, p. 219, hereafter cited as "Croix's Report." 
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three classes—soldiers, settlers, and Yuma." He appointed 

Santiago Yslas to be the military and political commander. 

The spiritual administration of both the Spanish settlers 

and the Y-umas v/as to be under Garces and Liaz. Croix 

believed that there would be many advantages other than 

financial "from these well-combined measures," and suggested 

that the new pueblos be subject to the governm.ent of 

California.16 On March 20, 17^0, Croix issued formal in

structions for the two settlements. 

Out of desperation, Diaz agreed to the plan. Garces, 

however, sent repeated protests and warnings as soon as he 

heard about it. Nevertheless, Santiago Yslas began to re

cruit settlers and gather supplies for the proposed pueblos. 

In September, Diaz, hoping to acquire foodstuffs for the 

following year, decided to go ahead with some of the settlers 

to take advantage of the fall harvest. Wnen he, a few sol

diers, and some settlers reached the river in October, he 

was surprised to learn that the annual floods had not 

irrigated all the land. There was a great shortage of food. 

In the meantime, conditions on the Colorado had grown 

steadily worse. Palma, himself, felt it was long past time 

for the Spanish promises to him' to be fulfilled. Ygnacio 

Palma and Pablo's son were agitating among the Yumas. Tne 

soldiers avoided the fathers; those sent to Altar did not 

return. Supplies were short. The Yumas were attacking 

l6"Croix's Report," in Thomas, Croix, pp. 219-222. 
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their neighbors. Carets relayed this news even before Yslas 

arrived on December 27, I78O. His party, numbering about 

160, of whom 107 were women and children, had very few gifts 

for the Yumas and lacked the necessary provisions for them

selves—compounding the difficulties. 

Concepcion had been selected as the site for the first 

pueblo. By the end of 17^0, it was in existence but did not 

really begin to take form until early the next year. Al

though it was difficult to persuade the Indians to leave the 

area, the second pueblo, San Pedro y San Pablo de Bicuner, 

was founded on January 7, 17^1, about four or five leagues 

below Concepcion. Garces and Barrenche served at Concepcio'n 

while Diaz and Father Matias Moreno were assigned to Bicuner. 

By this time, Garces had succeeded in getting Ygnacio Palma 

to attend catechism and cease his trouble making. Ygnacio, 

therefore, was named governor and Pablo's son (called Pedro 

or Pablo) became fiscal. Salvador Palma had been named 

governor of Concepcion earlier. Therefore, Garces was able 

to report that there was no trouble among the Yumas. The 

leaders of the anti-Spanish faction, Ygnacio and Pablo, 

were apparently won over.17 

New and more serious problems soon arose. In direct 

violation of orders, little attention was paid to the rights 

•̂ Ĵack D. Forbes, Warriors of the. Colorado: The Yumas 
of the QueChan Nation and their Neighbors (Norman: University 
of Oklahoma Press, 196577 pp. 181-193; hereafter cited as 
Forbes, Warriors. 
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of the Yumas. Their lands were taken and distributed among 

the Spaniard.. Those spared in the distribution were ruined 

by the livestock. Once when a corporal's horse was wounded, 

Yslas ordered Palma to give the guilty Yuma a lashing, and 

Palma obeyed. Yslas requested in January ten pairs of 

grullas with which to chain the most troublesome of the 

Yumas. On hearing this, Croix instructed Yslas to pursue 

a policy of moderation and justice. Nevertheless, he con

tinued to administer an occasional flogging or confinement. 

To add fuel to the smouldering fire of revolt, early in 

June or late in May, Yslas arrested Ygnacio Palma and Pablo 

and put them in the stocks. Although they were released 

later, much harm had been done. The Yumas were bitter. 

When the provisions brought from Sonora were exhausted, 

relations between the Spaniards and Yumas deteriorated still 

further. The Yumas did not wish to part with the little 

corn in their possession and asked high prices for the wild 

food they gathered. As a result, the settlers sent a party 

to San Gabriel early in June for food. The fathers, aware 

that trouble was brewing, continued their duties; under the 

new system, they had no prerogative except in spiritual mat

ters. Neither the settlers nor the soldiers seemed to real

ize the impending danger. 

Early in June, Fernando Rivera y Moncado arrived with 

his expedition bound for Los Angeles and the Santa Barbara 

channel. He remained for ten days, during which time his 
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people went on seed gathering expeditions up and down the 

river, thereby further devastating the Yumas' food supply. 

When some members of the party visited the pueblos, they 

noted a neglect or blind confidence among the soldiers and 

settlers. Rivera warned Yslas about the lack of security 

measures.1^ 

On June 19, 17^1, the main company of the expedition 

left the Colorado for San Gabriel under the escort of 

Cayetana Limon. Rivera, however, remained on the east 

bank of the river with over 250 head of stock to graze on 

the scant pasturage. With him were fourteen or fifteen 

soldiers and several wives. Their presence certainly added 

to the hostile feeling among the Yumas. 

The Indians now decided to recover their land and 

their freedom from the Spaniards. Leaders of the plot were 

Francisco Xavier, serving as interpreter at Bicuner, Ygnacio 

Palma, Pablo, and even Salvador Palma. Joseph, interpreter 

at Concepcion, cooperated in their planning. One, or per

haps both, of the interpreters had been raised as captives 

at the Altar Presidio.1^ The Yumas chose Tuesday morning, 

apparently during mass, July 17, 17^1, to attack the pueblos. 

At Bicuner, they killed the two fathers, Diaz and Moreno, 

and most of the soldiers and settlers. Only five men are 

known to have survived, and they and the women were taken 

loForbes, Warriors, p. I96. 

19Forbes, Warriors, p. 200. 
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captive. The buildings were burned. At Concepcion the 

encounter was less violent. Yslas, a corporal, and some 

women were assaulted when leaving the church. The two men 

v/ere killed, but the priests, Garces and Barrenche, were 

spared. The rest of the Spaniards in the pueblo were driven 

from their houses with clubs. In the fighting, about nine 

soldiers as well as some unarmed men scattered in the fields 

were killed. A few escaped and others were taken prisoners. 

The fighting ceased around noon. Then, the next day, 

the Yumas attacked Rivera's camp across the river. Rivera 

and his men put up a gallant defense, but they were out

numbered. All of the soldiers were killed. Rivera report

edly was shot with an arrow, although the Yumas' principal 

weapons were clubs. 

After killing Rivera and his soldiers, the Indians 

returned to Concepci(^n to sack and burn the pueblo. The 

next day Garces and Barrenche were killed with clubs. 

Shortly after the revolt, the party of nine soldiers and 

two settlers returned to the river with supplies from San 

Gabriel. They, too, were killed. The total losses incurred 

by the Spaniards have been difficult to determine. Women 

and children were not killed but taken captive. The best 

estimate seems to be that fifty-five men were killed and 

twenty women and twenty children disappeared* In addition, 

at least seventy-six persons were held captive—sixty-seven 

women and children, five soldiers, and four settlers.^0 

20 
Bancroft, California, I, pp.353-364; Forbes, Warriors. 

pp. 200-204. 
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The Yuma massacre and its causes had brought to a grisly 

end the long period of friendly relations between the 

Spaniards and the Yumas. 

News of the massacre reached Limon and his eight 

soldiers as they were returning from San Gabriel. Before 

they reached-the Colorado, some natives told them about 

the revolt, but Limon chose to continue. After viewing 

the ruins, he decided to retreat. However, it was too late 

to avoid an attack on his own party, in which Limon and his 

son were wounded. Two of his soldiers were killed; the 

survivors escaped to San Gabriel in August with news of the 

disaster. Governor Felipe de Neve sent Limon by way of 

Loreto with a report for Croix. 

Meanwhile, Pimas carried the news to Tucson and an 

escaped captive reported it to Altar. Croix and Jacobo 

Ugarte, the military commander, received letters on August 12, 

notifying them of the affair. Croix immediately advised 

Neve of the reports which had reached him. Captain Pedro 

Tueros of Altar was ordered to ascertain what the Papagos 

had learned. "Their information had come via the Cocomaricopas, 

who thought Salvador Palma had been the leader of the revolt. 

On September 9, a council of war convened at Arispe 

to act against the Yumas. A large force of men under Colonel 

Pedro Fages and Captain Tueros was ordered to the Colorado 

to secure the release of the captives. Then, peace would 

follow on the condition that the Indians voluntarily submit 

and turn over the rebel leaders, who were to be put to 



104 

death. Otherwise, war was to follow.^1 

On October 18, an army of 110 Spaniards and ninety-

six friendly natives reached the Colorado. Some 500 Yumas 

had gathered on the west bank to oppose the natives. 

Salvador Palma apparently had regained his authority, for 

he was serving as their leader. Peace overtures were made 

and bargaining was begun for the prisoners. In exchange 

for Spanish goods, fifty-three captives were released. The 

next day another fourteen were turned over to the Spaniards 

There were still other captives, said to be at a distance, 

and Palma promised to send for them. In the meantime, 

Fages attempted to lure the Yuma leaders over to the east 

bank. Failing in this, he agreed to let the neighboring 

tribes cross to the west bank of the river and attack the 

Yumas. 

On October 20, the Indian allies engaged in battle 

with the Yumas near Concepci<^n until around noon, when the 

Yumas started crossing the river. At this point, the 

Spaniards entered the contest and opposed them at two sepa

rate places along the river. Both Salvador and Ygnacio 

Palma were wounded, and one of Salvador's sons was killed. 

The battle was then halted. The following day, Fages 

decided to return to Sonoita.^2 

-^^Bancroft, California, I,p. 365. 

22Forbes, Warriors, pp. 207-211. 
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Another council of war v/as held on November 15, in 

v/hich Fages' report of October 31, announcing his intention 

to return to the Colorado, was read. He had been instructed 

to recover the bodies of the four priests but had not re

ceived the message prior to the expedition. After approv

ing Fages' action in ransoming the captives, the council 

sent him instructions to march at once to attack the Yumas. 

If his first attack were not successful in securing the 

death of the Yuma leaders and establishing peace, the com

mand was to be transferred to Neve. It was believed that 

Neve might go in person or send someone to direct orders 

after the resolutions of the first council meeting had been 

foiTwarded to him by Croix. This he had not done. The 

council now decided that Neve was to command an expedition 

to the Colorado, using both California and Sonora forces. 

After the subjection of the Yumas, Neve was to select a 

site for a presidio to insure continued Spanish control. 

These r.esolutions were forwarded to Fages, who had 

already departed toward the last of November for the Colorado. 

On this second trip, Fages and Tueros crossed the river to 

find that most of the Yumas had abandoned the area. The 

Spaniards bargained for the captives and tried unsuccess

fully to draw the Yumas into a trap. On December 7, Fages 

and forty-four men went to Bicuner, where they located the 

bodies of Diaz and Moreno. Meanwhile, the Yiunas attacked 

the main camp and Fages had to return. A battle followed, 

after which the Yumas abandoned the area. Fages returned 
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to Sonora, carrying the remains of the four martyred fathers 

which were buried in one coffin at Tubutama.23 

As Fages had returned to Sonora without carrying out 

the resolutions of the November, 1781, council of war, 

another meeting was called in January, 1782. The council 

agreed to carry out its former instructions but with a few 

modifications. Instead of waiting for Neve at the Colorado, 

Fages should proceed to California with forty men and let

ters for Neve. In the meantime, Tueros was dispatched with 

twenty men to observe the Yumas and await orders from Neve. 

Fages arrived in San Gabriel on March 28 with the orders 

for Neve. The governor was instructed to suspend the Santa 

Barbara settlements and take all available troops to the 

Colorado for a campaign, not later than the first of April, 

against the Yumas. Neve, however, believed that the campaign 

should be postponed until after the season of high water had 

passed. September, harvest time, .would make possible a more 

effective operation. Fages returned to the Colorado with 

these instructions for Tueros and Captain Joseph Romeu, who 

had brought up a force to cooperate with Neve. At this 

time, Fages wrote in his diary that no Yumas were seen in 

the region between Bicuner and Concepcion. Other Indians 

informed him that since he had passed through on his way to 

California "the Yumas had exiled themselves, abandoning 

23Bancroft, California, I, pp. 467-468; Forbes, Warriors, 
pp. 211-214. 
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their lands; they had burned their villages and various 

effects."24 Having delivered the message from Neve, Fages 

returned to California; Tueros and Romeu departed for Sonora 

to wait until fall. 

On May 16, the council met again in Arispe. In this 

session. Neve's proposal for a fall campaign was accepted 

and plans were made. A large force of troops, aided by 

friendly natives, would be on the east bank of the Colorado 

on the morning of September 15 to meet the California 

troops. One of the largest concentrations of troops in 

the history of northwestern New Spain was planned. Accord

ingly, Fages departed from San Gabriel on August 21, to be 

joined by Neve a few days later. Within a three days' 

journey of the Colorado, a messenger met them with important 

news—a change in government. Fages had been promoted to 

governor of California and Neve was to be Commander General 

of the Interior Provinces. Fages returned to San Gabriel; 

Neve proceeded to the Colorado.^^ 

Romeu crossed the river to the west bank, where he 

and Neve spent several days in attempting to locate the 

Yumas, who had selected an excellent site downstream for 

their defense. They had taken refuge in a brushy region 

near the river and a lagoon where it was impossible for the 

mounted Spaniards to maneuver. 

^4pedro Fages, Diary, in Forbes, Warriors, p. 216. 

^^Bancroft, California. I. p_ -̂ 70. 
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On September 28, a Spanish force of forty-two soldiers 

and twelve Pimas attacked the Yuma village. The thick 

brush and the lagoon prevented the Spaniards from capturing 

the rancheria. On October 3, Neve left for Sonora, leaving 

Romeu with sixty-one men to make a final effort to subdue 

the Yumas. Not being able to find them, the army left on 

October 12 for Sonora. It appears, however, that not all 

the Yumas were in the delta area during September and 

October. Neve later said that Salvador Palma was in the 

Sierra de Bicuner with some old people and the women and 

children. In his opinion, the other Yumas would join him 

as soon as the troops departed.26 

Over a year had passed since the massacre of July, 

1781; the Yumas were not subdued; peace was not made; nor 

had the Spaniards captured the rebel leaders. Obviously, 

the campaign was a failure. When the Yumas realized that 

the coming of the Spaniards to live among them meant sub

jection, they fought a war for their freedom and won* They 

had wished to be friends, not subjects, of the Spaniards. 

In January, 17^3, Croix called a council of war to 

act upon the reports of various investigators. Neve, in

fluenced by his experience in the campaign, asserted that 

the lands along the Colorado were not suitable for Spanish 

settlement. Ugarte agreed that there was no suitable site 

26porbes, Warriors, pp. 218-220. 
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for a presidio. Croix, eager to excuse himself for the 

failure, sought to blame Garces and Anza for exaggerating 

the facts in regard to the lands and the friendship of the 

Yumas. The prevailing opinion of the council was that the 

Yuma settlements served no useful purpose; the Anza route 

to California could always be used if troops were sent 

along. The economy-minded Croix cited the heavy expendi

ture involved in restoring the settlements. Consequently, 

the council voted to suspend the project.27 

Jose de Galvez wrote to Croix on August 23, 1783, 

informing him that the.king approved the resolution. Three 

years later Bernardo de Galvez issued instructions for the 

governing of the Interior Provinces of New Spain. In them 

he said that 

Under no circumstances should you take meas
ures, either contrary or favorable, with the 
Yumas. . . . It is necessary to forget those 
Indians for the present, hiding our injuries 
until safe opportunity for satisfying them 
comes.28 

As a result, neither mission, presidio, nor pueblo was 

established ever again in Yuma Land. The Spanish authorities 

even advised against the use of the land route to California. 

Thus, the Spaniards ceased all relations with the Yumas. 

27chapman, California, p. 339. 

28Bernardo de Galvez, Instructions for Governing the 
Interior Provinces of New Spain, 1786, Donald E. Worcester, 
trans, and ed. (Berkeley: The Quivira Society, 1951), 
p. 5^. 
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In seeking to find the reasons for the Yuma disaster, 

charges and counter-charges have been made. Croix unjustly 

made Anza the scapegoat. Some historians have blamed Croix 

alone for acting unwisely. Others have accused the Ytimas 

of wanting only gifts, not friendship, from the Spaniards. 

One must recognize, however, that both cumulative and spe

cific causes led to the complete breakdown in Spanish-Yuma 

relations. In the final analysis, it is clear that friendly 

relations existed as long as there were only brief encount

ers between the Spaniards and the Yumas. In the conquest, 

the Spaniards failed to realize that understanding and 

acceptance of a new culture must necessarily develop over 

a long period of time. When the Spaniards attempted to 

impose their culture on the Yumas, friendship turned to 

hostility. The Indians had come to realize that friendship 

with the Spaniards meant the end of their freedom, and they 

fought to preserve their own way of life. 
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