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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The Research Problem 

Making wishes is one of the uniquely human behaviors that is 

found across cultures, age groups, sexes, social classes, and at all 

levels of mental ability. Many propositions proposed over the years 

illustrate the nature of wishes. The most pronounced propositions 

are: (1) wishes are goal-directed and express values (Horrocks & 

Mussman, 1973; Karnes & Wherry, 1981) , (2) wishes indicate areas of 

dissatisfaction and levels of aspiration (Cobb, 1954) , (3) wishes 

reflect personal desires and needs (Guarnaccia & Vane, 1979; Milgram & 

Riedel, 1969), (4) wishes express interests and concerns (Boynton, 

1936; Gray, 1944; Jersild, Markey, & Jersild, 1933; Jersild & Tasch, 

1949; Witty & Kopel, 1939; Zeligs, 1940), and (5) wishes mirror the 

problem of adjustment and attitude toward reality (Abies, 1972; 

Goodenough, 1925; Schaefer, 1975; Washburne, 1932). 

Based on such propositions, asking children what they would wish 

for if they had three wishes is a common projective technique used in 

psychological evaluation of children, and several systematic studies 

about children's wishes have been conducted. From their findings 



many researchers have concluded that projective wish-derived data are 

valuable and shed light on understanding child and adolescent develop

ment (Cobb, 1954), the analysis of children's behavioral or emotional 

problems (Abies, 1972; Goodenough, 1925; Schaefer, 1975), and the 

design and evaluation of educational programs (Jersild et al., 1933; 

Jersild & Tasch, 1949; Karnes & Wherry, 1981). 

While the importance of wish data was recognized by these 

researchers, most of the previously published research reports focused 

either on normal or problem subjects. The gifted children received 

little attention. Thus, the present study examines the wish patterns 

of gifted adolescent and preadolescent children. 

Problem Statement 

The question this research asks is: What is the relationship of 

age, sex, and sociometric positions to the wish patterns of gifted 

children? 

Substantive Hypotheses 

The formulation of this research is guided by the question, "Do 

wish patterns of gifted children vary as a function of age, sex, and 

sociometric positions?" The substantive hypotheses of the present 

study are: 

1. The nature of gifted children's wishes will reflect their 

emphasis on one of the following concerns: materialistic desires, 

goals and aspirations, concerns for other people, and personal 

attitude toward self and family social relations. 

2. Sex differences will be related to wish choices among gifted 

children. 



3. Sociometric status differences will be related to wish 

choices among gifted children. 

4. Age differences will be related to wish choices among gifted 

children. 

Research Hypotheses 

The research hypotheses of the present study are: 

1. There is no difference in the percentage distribution of 

gifted children's wishes made with regard to materialistic desires, 

goals and aspirations, altruistic concerns, and personal concerns. 

2. There is no sex difference with regard to wish choices among 

gifted children. 

3. There is no sociometric status difference with regard to wish 

choices among gifted children. 

4. There is no age difference with regard to wish choices among 

gifted children. 

Significance of the Problem 

A growing awareness of the special educational needs of gifted 

and talented students has developed over the last decade. Both public 

and private funds increased in support of programs and research 

(Clark, 1979). Because wishes reflect the needs, desires, interests, 

concerns, attitudes, values, and goals of the wishers, the investiga

tion of the wishes of gifted children may expand our understanding of 

the presage characteristics of these young people. More specifically, 

knowing what and how gifted children feel about themselves, about 

their immediate environment, and about their future aspirations may 

facilitate counselors in counseling, help teachers and program 



directors in designing curricular and extra-curricular activities, and 

assist parents in childrearing and parent-child communication. 

Delimitations 

1. The written content of each wish determines the category it 

will be placed in. Whether the wish is attainable is not a consider

ation of the present study. 

2. While the sample represents gifted students from two states, 

Texas and New Mexico, some biases are found in the sampling procedure. 

First, the sample is a voluntary group rather than a random sample. 

Second, a fee of $395 is charged for each subject attending the 

two-week gifted program. This requirement discourages lower-class 

gifted children, though a small number of children have received some 

scholarships. Therefore, the sample to some extent represents average 

or above-average economic status. 

3. Due to the biases of the gifted sample and the difficulty in 

drawing a matched nongifted sample, the present study is confined to 

investigating only the wish patterns of gifted children. 

4. The variable sociometric status in the present study is 

limited by the condition that the majority of the subjects did not 

know each other before coming to the gifted camp, and there were less 

than two weeks for them to get acquainted. In other words, the nomi

nations for sociometric positions were based on a few days' interac

tions among gifted subjects. 

Definitions 

Wish—An expressed will or desire. In the present study, wishes 

are obtained in a written fashion. 



Wish Pattern—A type of wish. In the present study, wish pattern 

is determined by analyzing the content of wish, using four categories: 

materialistic, altruistic, personal, and goal. 

Materialistic Wish—A wish that is preoccupied with or stresses 

material life or objective possession. 

Altruistic Wish—A wish that expresses unselfish regard for or 

devotion to the welfare of others. 

Personal Wish—A wish that emphasizes psychological or social or 

spiritual well-being of self. 

Goal Wish—A wish that reflects the wisher's aspirations for 

educational or vocational career, or for improvement of certain 

performance. 

Social Impact—The number of children who mention a given child. 

Social Preference—The predominance of either positive or 

negative responses. 

Review of Literature 

As early as 1925, Goodenough studied a group of problem children 

who were referred to a clinic for various behavioral or emotional 

difficulties. She found that anxieties, feelings of inferiority, and 

attitudes toward reality and social activities, all appeared in 

children's wishes. These findings led Goodenough (1925) to conclude 

that data elicited from children's wishes could be helpful in the 

analysis of the causes of behavioral problems. Because subjects whose 

mental ages were nine years or below generally expressed materialistic 



wishes for toys, candies, pets, and the like, Goodenough suggested 

that the most significant age range for using such projective tech

nique was the early adolescent or preadolescent period. 

Jersild et al. (1933), on the other hand, studied a group of nor

mal elementary children and found that children's wishes ranged from 

asking for material objects, personal pleasures, personal interests, 

personal social relations, and personal goals to concerns for family, 

school, society, and humankind as a whole. Their results showed a 

rising tendency with age toward recognition of more inclusive benefits 

and of cause and effect relationships. Consequently, Jersild et al. 

(1933) suggested that the developmental characteristics of children's 

wishes illustrated the empirical nature of children's concept forma

tion and corresponded to children's levels of cognitive development. 

These two early reports indicate that children's wishes are psy

chologically as well as educationally meaningful. Subsequent studies 

followed the initial orientation of Goodenough or Jersild et al. and 

usually focused on normal or problem children. Thus, the following 

sections review separately the studies which involved problem children 

and normal children. Studies which dealt with life span developmental 

trends, research methodologies, and wishes of gifted children are also 

grouped and discussed in respective sections. 

Studies Which Involved Problem Children 

Speer (1937) studied the wishes of delinquent children and showed 

that two groups, truant children and childen who committed thefts, had 

equal desire for material things. However, the truants had jreater 

desire to be someone and less desire to experience new things than the 



thieves. Studying the wishes of delinquent and nondelinquent adoles

cents, Washburne (1932) reported that the nondelinquent adolescents 

tended to be more realistic and goal-directed than their delinquent 

counterparts. 

Schaefer (1975) investigated the three wishes of 50 emotionally 

disturbed boys, aged 7 to 13, and revealed that more than 80% of the 

wishes expressed by these children were materialistically oriented 

(wishes for material things, possessions, and activities). The high 

percentage of materialistic wishes made by problem children was also 

reported in two other studies (Guarnaccia & Vane, 1979; Milgram & 

Riedel, 1969). Guarnaccia and Vane (1979) examined the wishes of both 

normal functioning children and children with learning and/or emotion

al problems. They indicated that problem children wished for material 

objects more often than nonproblem children, v̂rtiile nonproblem children 

expressed more altruistic wishes than problem children. Studying the 

wishes of mentally retarded children, Milgram and Riedel (1969) showed 

that these children made more concrete and less abstract wishes than 

normal children. These studies, therefore, suggested that problem 

children may be more materialistic and less goal oriented than the 

normal children. 

Studies Which Involved Normal Subjects 

While the above studies revealed certain wish patterns of problem 

children, Abies (1972) reported the wish patterns of normal children. 

In his study, Abies investigated the wishes of 128 normal children, 

aged 7 to 12. He found that girls tended to make more wishes tor 

another person, while boys tended to express more wishes for material 
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possessions. Abies also found that wishes for material possessions 

decreased with age and were replaced by wishes for another person, 

self-improvement, and goal accomplishment. 

The developmental trend toward less materialistic wishes has been 

noted in many studies (Guarnaccia & Vane, 1979; Vandewiele, 1981; 

Winker, 1949; Wheeler, 1963; Witty & Kopel, 1939). However, it should 

be pointed out that this tendency was drawn mainly from results that 

compared children in the primary grades with children in the secondary 

grades. Data from the work of Brook and Gordon (1979) and Horrock and 

Mussman (1973) indicated that preadolescents and adolescents had 

similar levels of materialistic desire. 

In terms of sex difference, Abies' findings that boys had a 

higher interest in material possessions than girls have been widely 

supported in later research; but, the conclusion that girls more often 

than boys wished for another person was replicated only in studies 

which involved white subjects (Cobb, 1954; Guarnaccia & Vane, 1979). 

In studies of children from other cultures, Kokonis (1974) and 

Vandewiele (1981) discovered that boys, rather than girls, more often 

wished for altruistic concerns. Nevertheless, it was commonly found 

that girls were more concerned with personal and social relations than 

boys (Cobb, 1954; Guarnaccia & Vane, 1979; Kokonis, 1974; Vandewiele, 

1980, 1981). These studies, therefore, suggested that wish patterns 

of normal children would vary as a function of age and sex. 

Life Span Developmental Trends 

To further reveal the developmental nature of wishes, Wilson 

conducted two studies in the late thirties. Wilson's sample included 



elementary children, adolescents, college students, and the elderly. 

Wilson (1938) first compared the wishes of children and college women, 

and then compared the wishes of elderly persons, college men, and 

elementary school children to each other (Wilson, 1939). Several 

similarities and differences in terms of age relationships were found. 

First, Wilson reported that for each age group, the direction of 

wishes was toward accomplished objective facts as opposed to the 

possession of powers that would enable the wishers to win the desires 

they wanted. Second, it was found that 11- to 12-year-olds expressed 

more altruistic wishes (28%) than any other age group. The total 

percentage of altruistic wishes for 5- to 6-year-olds was 8%, and for 

adults it was 13.6%. Third, in regard to wishes for material posses

sions and vocations, the elderly persons' position was between the 

college students and elementary school children. Children expressed 

more wishes for material possessions and college students expressed 

more wishes for vocations. Fourth, concerning the probability of 

fulfillment of wishes, about 85% of the college students' wishes were 

identified as probably attainable. In contrast, as stated by Wilson, 

there was only 50% probability of attainable wishes for elderly 

persons. In other words, college students tended to express more 

realistic wishes than did the elderly persons. 

Wilson, however, did not show the realistic-irrealistic aspect of 

children's wishes. In this regard, Zeligs (1942) examined a group of 

12-year-olds and concluded that most of these children's wishes were 

highly concerned with reality. 

Another life span developmental study of wish-making was 
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conducted by Horrock and Mussman (1973). Their subjects included a 

group of middle adulthood persons, and students of elementary, junior 

high, senior high, and college levels. Horrock and Mussman's study 

discovered that: (1) wishes for material possessions decreased from 

elementary to junior high, remained stable from junior high to senior 

high, dcreased again in the college period, and increased in middle 

adulthood; (2) wishes for abstract personal benefits and social 

relations increased from elementary through college, but decreased at 

middle adulthood; (3) wishes for achievement increased from junior 

high through middle adulthood, but decreased from elementary to junior 

high; and (4) wishes for altruistic concerns increased from elementary 

to junior high and from senior high to college, but decreased from 

junior high to senior high and from college to middle adulthood. 

These life span developmental studies revealed that wishes not only 

paralleled the cognitive development of individuals (from concrete to 

abstract), but also reflected the psychosocial development (different 

social orientations at different age levels) of the wishers. 

Research Methodology Involved in Wish Studies 

The studies discussed thus far employed open-ended questions as 

the data collecting technique. For example, the question used by 

Jersild et al. (1933) was "If you had a wish and your wish could come 

true, vŷ at would you wish?" and the question employed by Goodenough 

was "Suppose that a fairy were to grant you three wishes, what would 

your wishes be?" As Jersild & Tasch (1949) pointed out, the reason 

for using such open-ended questions was to leave children as free as 

possible to answer in their own way. In general, most of the : revious 
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studies adopted the principle of interviewing children individually 

below the third grade, while subjects of fourth grade and above wrote 

their wishes in a group situation under the instruction of teachers or 

experimenters. 

Though this principle was commonly accepted, several questions 

concerning the validity of such differentiation and the validity of 

open-ended questions were raised. Speer (1939) argued that verbal 

wishes when compared with written ones might produce inconsistency in 

the content of the wishes. Cobb (1954) pointed out that the phrasing 

of the question might influence the responses the children would make. 

Guaranccia & Vane (1979) , on the other hand, questioned the possible 

inconsistency between individual and group tests. Such questions, 

consequently, led to different research designs and methodologies. 

The subjects in Speer's (1939) study were city and rural 

children. These two groups of subjects were first asked to respond in 

a written manner and then interviewed individually over a time span of 

two months. Speer's findings showed that the consistency for personal 

wishes (distinctly personal and intangible in nature) was 85%, for 

wishes with tangible content it was 71%, for wishes expressing goals 

and aspirations it was 89%, and for altruistic wishes it was 75%. It 

should be noted that while the consistency investigated by Speer was 

based on measuring the percentage of children who made the same type 

of wish in both written and oral expressions, it also was the consis

tency over a two month interval. Speer's study also reported that 

both rural and city children were more similar than vUfferent in their 

expressed wishes. 
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Cobb's (1954) idea that the phrasing of the question, if too 

suggestive, might influence children's responses derived from 

Boynton's (1936) and Gray's (1944) studies. Boynton investigated a 

group of normal, white, elementary children. His survey asked, "If 

you could have anything in all the world that you might want, just 

anything, what would you ask for? Put down just one thing—the one 

thing you would rather have than anything else you can think of." The 

results of Boynton's study showed that the majority of children's 

responses were directed to material objects and possessions. This led 

him to conclude that children's wishes were materialistic in nature 

and that abstract wishes such as health, happiness and education were 

of no great concern to young children. Boynton's study was replicated 

and confirmed by Gray (1944) , who examined normal black elementary 

children. Because children existing in the same country share many 

types of common experiences. Gray suggested that wishes were a reflec

tion of children's past experiences. Interestingly, for both white 

and black children sampled in these two studies, the one thing they 

desired more than anything else was a bicycle. 

Cobb (1954) stated that the phrasing of Boynton's question 

"...the one thing you would rather have than anything else..." would 

naturally result in predominantly materialistic responses. In order 

to prevent such influence, Cobb (1954) designed a 24 item open-ended 

questionnaire composed of such questions as "I wish I were," "I wish 

my folks would," "I wish my teacher would," and the like. Questions 

of this kind, however, would automatically give some direction to wish 

choices, thus reducing the opportunity for children to decide treely 
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the direction of their wish. Thus, Cobb's approach examined the wish 

patterns within a certain direction. For example, "I wish my folks 

would" would result in making wishes for family members and/or family 

relations. The non-directed technique employed by other researchers, 

on the other hand, examined the wish patterns among different direc

tions. Although both approaches are useful in detecting, to a certain 

degree, the wish patterns of young children, the different emphasis of 

both methods should be acknowledged. 

To determine whether wishes obtained from children in a group 

would differ from those obtained in an individual test situation, 

Guarnaccia and Vane (1979) studied the wishes of group tested and 

individually tested children. Their analyses showed that only one out 

of twenty wish categories had a significant difference between group 

tested and individually tested children. Group tested children 

expressed more wishes for not attending school. Other significant 

findings in this report were that children's wishes varied as a func

tion of age, sex, and socioeconomic status. The age and sex differ

ences generally replicated the findings mentioned previously. The 

difference between social classes, on the other hand, showed that 

children of blue collar workers were more concerned with tangible 

possessions, while children of white collar workers were more 

concerned with future achievement. 

A Study of Gifted Children 

Although previous studies have provided some information about 

children's wishes, more than half of these reports were conducted 

before 1960. Furthermore, as can be seen from the literature review. 
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most of these investigations focused on normal or problem children. 

No attention was paid to the wishes of gifted children. Recently, 

Karnes and Wherry (1981) conducted research on the wishes of 155 

gifted children (IQ 120 and above), grades four through seven. They 

reported that, like the normal subjects, the gifted boys wished for 

material possessions more often than did the gifted girls. And this 

held true across all age levels. Although gifted girls expressed more 

family related wishes than did the gifted boys, the reverse was true 

for the gifted seventh graders. On the other hand, unlike the normal 

children, no sex difference existed in the wishes for educational or 

vocational concerns. 

Moreover, Karnes and Wherry (1981) indicated that gifted children 

made altruistic wishes more frequently than any other type of wish. 

They attributed this occurrence to the intellectual characteristics of 

gifted children and suggested that higher mental ability might height

en the awareness and concern for other people. Despite these find

ings, several research problems existed in this gifted study. First, 

the question asked in Karnes and Wherry' study was "Imagine that you 

have been magically granted the power that three of your wishes will 

come true. You are the only person with this power and you may make 

only three wishes." The phrase that "you are the only person with 

this power" may suggestively impose some reponsibilities for the 

wishers, which, consequently, may result in the making of more altru

istic wishes. 

Second, the 13 wish categories used in their analysis included 

pets, travel, activities, money, altruism, and so on. A serious 
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problem involved in this kind of wish categorization is the lack of 

theoretical consistency. The present author argues that if the spe

cific objects or events, such as pets and travel, are classified as 

separate categories, the gross term of altruism should also be divided 

into several categories. In other words, if the gross term is em

ployed as a single category, the specific items should also be prop

erly combined in order to achieve a theoretically consistent categori

cal construct. Thus, it is possible that the altruistic wishes might 

not be the most frequent wish category of gifted children. 

Third, the wish categories of Karnes and Wherry's study were 

determined by the post hoc procedure, i.e., the wish categories were 

produced after the data was collected. Fourth, the statistics em

ployed in their study were one-sample chi-square and binominal tests, 

for v»̂ ich a basic assumption is that each observation must be indepen

dent of every other. Karnes and Wheery violated this assumption by 

caculating the frequencies of all three wishes. As Siegel (1956) 

pointed out one may not make several observations on the same person 

and count each as independent. From a statistical point of view, this 

study produced an "inflated N"; thus, the results may not be reliable. 

For these reasons, the wishes of gifted children remain largely 

uncertain. And therefore, the present study focused on examining the 

wishes of gifted children. A predetermined wish category was de

veloped and three wishes of gifted children were separately analyzed. 

Summary of Literature Review 

Previous literature indicated that: 

1. Children's wishes consistently vary by age and sex; 



16 

therefore, the wishes may be used as an indicator of overall maturity 

and sex-role orientations. 

2. In general, children's wishes for material objects and 

possessions decrease with age and are replaced by wishes for voca

tional or educational aspirations, self-improvement, and/or improve

ment of family social relations. 

3. Boys tend to have a higher interest in personal achievement 

and material possessions, while girls tend to have a higher interest 

in social and family relations. 

4. Children's wishes may differ as a function of social cultural 

factors; however, this variation has not been widely studied. 

5. Children's wishes tend to be realistically rather than 

unrealistically oriented. 

6. Children's wish patterns are highly consistent over short 

time intervals, i.e., two months as revealed by Speer (1939). 

7. Individual versus group test situation and verbal expression 

versus written expression appear to have only a minor influence on 

children's wishes. 

8. Phrasing of the question, if too suggestive, may influence 

children's responses. 

9. Wishes reflect not only the cognitive development level but 

also the psychosocial state of the wishers. 

10. Wishes of problem children are more materialistic and less 

goal oriented than those of normal children. 

11. Like the normal children, gifted boys tend to wish for 

material tilings more often than do gifted jirls. However, both sexes 
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of gifted children are equally goal oriented. 

12. Gifted children tend to make altruistic wishes more often 

than any other type of wishes. 

Plan of the Research 

This chapter has presented a general overview of the research 

problem, the hypotheses of the present study, and a review of the 

literature. Chapter II addresses the research design which includes 

detailed description of the sample, the setting, the apparatus, the 

data collecting procedures, the wish categories, and the treatment of 

the data. In Chapter III statistical analyses of the data are 

provided. Chapter IV discusses the results and their relationships to 

research hypotheses, interprets the findings in view of psychological 

and educational implications, compares the findings with those of 

previous studies, and suggests possible future research. 



CHAPTER II 

METOOD 

The general questions guiding this study relate to the nature of 

gifted children's wishes. Specifically, the study seeks information 

about the influence of age, sex, and sociometric status on the wish 

patterns of gifted preadolescent and adolescent children. The methods 

used in answering these questions in accordance with the hypotheses 

posed in the previous chapter are discussed in this chapter. 

Subjects 

The subjects for this study were 246 gifted students who attended 

the special summer program, "Shake Hands With Your Future," at Texas 

Tech University in 1982. The subjects came from many school districts 

within the states of Texas and New Mexico. 

Each subject was required to meet at least two of the following 

criteria: 

1. be accelerated one or more grade levels above the average 

age/grade placement, 

2. have achievement test scores at least two grades hi iher than 

the student's present grade, 

18 
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3. have demonstrated leadership ability, 

4. have unusual creative or productive thinking ability, 

5. be measured, above-average intelligence, and 

6. have exceptional skill in the visual or performing arts. 

The sample consisted of 140 males and 106 females. The age range 

was 10.08 to 15.92 years, with a mean of 12.73 and a standard devia

tion of 1.39. The 246 gifted sample had completed grades four through 

ten, and most of them were white (93%), living with both parents 

(87%), and attending public schools (89%). 

Apparatus 

Because the wishes of the sample were collected in a paper-

and-pencil fashion, a "My Three Wishes" questionnaire was developed to 

facilitate data collection procedures. The questionnaire consisted of 

a single paper; one side had 15 questions, and the other side was 

divided into three columns. A, B, and C. 

Side One of "My Three Wishes" Questionnaire 

Side one of the questionnaire starts with the sentence "Please 

complete the following items, either circle or write," and follows by 

these statements: 

1. Sex: male, fonale. 

2. I am currently living with: both parents, father only, 

mother only, grandparents, others (specified). 

3. My grade level in the fall of 1982 is: 4th, 5th, Gth, 7th, 

8th, 9th, 10th, nth. 



20 

4. My racial status is: white, black, Mexican-American, 

Asian-American, Indian, others (specified). 

5. I am attending a: public school, church supported private 

school, private school. 

6. I am especially good in: math, writing, art, music, sports, 

leadership, reading, history, science, others (specified). 

7. My birth date is: 

8. Number of younger brothers , older brothers 

9. Number of younger sisters , older sisters 

10. Father's occupation: . 

11. Mother's occupation: 

12. Which three students in this summer program would you choose 

as partners to do most of the activities with? Their full names are: 

13. Which three students in this summer program wouldn't you 

choose as partners to do most of the activities with? Their full 

names are: 

14. My favorite subject(s) is (are) : , , . 

15. My name is: . 

Side Two of "My Three Wishes" Questionnaire 

Side two of the questionnaire starts with the sentence "Please 

respond as frankly and as freely as you can under the instruction of 

your teacher, counselor, or group leader. Your cooperation is deeply 

appreciated." The space under this statement is divided into three 

columns as the following: 
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Column A 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Column B 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Column C 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Setting 

The "Shake Hands With Your Future" was a gifted and talented 

summer enrichment program sponsored by the Texas Tech University, 

College of Education and Division of Continuing Education. The 

program coverd two 2-week sessions, with about 125 students in each 

session. While students pursued different courses according to their 

own interests, they lived together in a university dormitory. Approx

imately every eight to ten students were assigned to a dormitory coun

selor who took charge of students' activities and recreation. Data 

were collected by these counselors at the dormitory. 

Procedure 

Collecting Three Wishes 

Wishes of the gifted children were obtained in a group meeting 

situation in the last few days of each summer sesssion. The counsel-



22 

ors were instructed to collect the data by the following procedures: 

(1) The counselors issued each student a "My Three Wishes" ques

tionnaire and informed the subjects that they were selected as respon

dents to a university research project studying the wishes of children 

and adolescents, and that the information they provided would be 

confidential. 

(2) The counselors asked the subjects to write their three 

wishes in Column B of the questionnaire by saying: 

"If you could have three wishes, any three wishes in the 

whole world, what would you wish for?" 

After subjects recorded their wishes, they were asked to respond 

in Column A to the following: 

"If all of your three wishes could come true, which wish 

would you like to happen first, which one second, and which 

one third? Use numbers one, two, and three to indicate the 

order—number one for the first wish, number two for the 

second wish, and number three for the third wish." 

When the children finished rank ordering their wishes, they were 

asked to respond in Column C to the following: 

"Give a true reason for each of your wishes. If you do not 

have a reason you can leave the space blank." 

(3) The counselors asked students to fill out the requested 

background information subsequent to the subjects completion of their 

reasons for the wishes. 

Collecting Sociometric Data 

Children's sociometric positions decided by their peers may 
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directly or indirectly reflect their social and personal actions. So, 

it was hypothesized that those who occupy different sociometric status 

may have different wish patterns. The sociometric data were collected 

by asking students to choose three most favorite partners and three 

least favorite partners. Because of ethical concerns involved in the 

condition of forcing children to express their likes and dislikes, the 

questions were stated as: "Which three students in this summer 

program would you choose as partners to do most of the activities 

with?" and "Which three students in this summer program wouldn't you 

choose as partners to do most of the activities with?" These two 

questions were asked during the background information session after 

the questionnaire data on the three wishes were collected. 

As suggested by Perry (1982), there is no evidence to suggest 

that children's friends are rated mentally on a scale from most to 

least liked, nor is there evidence to suggest that children begin 

naming friends from some imagined rank order. Thus, no weighted score 

was assigned to the order of the given names. 

Categories of Wishes 

As previous research suggests, wishes are potential indicators of 

desire for material life, goals and aspirations for concerns, personal 

adjustment and attitude toward reality, and concerns for other people. 

Consequently, it is possible to develop categories for the content of 

wishes. Predetermined wish categories in the present study were: 

1) Materialistic Wishes: Wishes that expressed personal desire to 
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possess material things or to have a better material life. Three 

subcategories under materialistic wishes were: 

(a) specific materials—wishes for tangible material objects, 

such as toys, clothes, stationery, cameras, computers, sporting goods, 

equipments, pets, animals, vehicles, and the like; 

(b) inclusive materials—wishes for inclusive material gain, such 

as money, wealth, riches, and good living quarters, farms, houses, 

luxuries, and the like; and 

(c) pleasure activities—wishes for activities or events that 

bring pleasures, such as parties, travels, ball games, pleasant 

festive occations, and the like. 

2) Altruistic Wishes: Wishes that expressed concerns for other 

people. Three subcategories under altruistic wishes were: 

(a) family members—wishes for individual family members, such as 

sister can walk, father get a good job, brother get well soon, mother 

can be happy, grandparents go to heaven, and the like; 

(b) friends—wishes for friends, teachers, and other acquain

tances, such as Peter can get a good grade, John can have happiness 

forever, David can get everything he wants, and the like; and 

(c) society and humankind—wishes for society and humankind as a 

whole, such as world peace, world improvement, no nukes, no drug 

abuse, no crime and violence, people love each other, and the like. 

3) Personal Wishes: Wishes that expressed personal needs for 

intangible happiness, family social relations, and personal character

istics. Three subcategories under personal wishes were: 

(a) characteristics—wishes for improvement of personal charac-
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teristics, such as to be smart, to be thinner, to be beautiful, to 

have a better personality, to change attitudes, and the like; 

(b) family social relations—wishes for personal social 

relations, family relations, social status, social contacts, and 

personal attitudes toward things, such as to have friends, to have a 

baby, to be a good mother, to be older, to be liked, to live with 

father, to be popular, to have better relations with parents and 

friends, and the like; and 

(c) general happiness—wishes for intangible happiness, such as 

to have a happy life, never have an accident, never have to die, to 

have successful life, to have a happy family, and the like. 

4) Goal Wishes: Wishes that reflected personal goals or aspirations 

for education, vocation, and other achievement. Three subcategories 

under goal wishes were: 

(a) education—wishes for educationally related goals, such as to 

go to a college, to have an excellent education, to have a degree, to 

earn a good grade, and the like; 

(b) vocation—wishes for vocationally related goals, such as to 

be an artist, to be an engineer, to be a doctor, to have a career in 

public relations, to have a good job, and the like; and 

(c) other achievement—wishes for the accomplishment of 

something, such as to play college football, to learn several foreign 

languages, to be a good driver, and the like. 

After a preliminary analysis of the content of wishes, two more 

categories were created to settle the uncategorized wislies. These two 

new categories were: 
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5) More Wishes: Wishes that asked for more wishes or imaginary 

power, such as to have more wishes, to have magic power, to have every 

wish come true, and the like. 

6) Multiple Wishes: Wishes that expressed two or more desires 

across the predetermined wish categories, such as to have money, 

health, and good career; to have good health and education; to have 

happy marriage and plenty of money; and the like. 

Data Treatment and Analysis 

Inter-rater Agreement 

In order to obtain the reliability of wish categorization, two 

independent raters were employed. Both raters were graduate students 

of Texas Tech University and had no idea about the purposes of the 

present study. They separately read the content of each wish, without 

regard for the reason for the wish. Each wish was categorized into 

either one of the subcategories of the predetermined categories or one 

of the two new created categories. The raters disagreed on 19 out of 

738 wishes. In other words, the inter-rater agreement was 97.4%. The 

19 disagreed wishes were consequently analyzed by a third rater (the 

present researcher). The category of these 19 wishes was then 

mutually agreed on by the three raters. 

Data Analysis 

The categorical and nominal data of this study required analysis 

by nonparametric means. Therefore, chi-square was the chosen 

statistic of measurement. Frequencies and percentages of the first. 
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second, and third wishes were calculated separately, using the 

previously mentioned categories. One-sample chi-square values were 

computed to determine the nature of wish distribution. Chi-square 

tests for independence were performed to detect the differences 

between ages, sexes, and sociometric positions. 



CHAPTER III 

RESULTS 

Results of the present study are presented under six headings: 

(1) data of the total wishes, (2) data of the first choice wishes, (3) 

data of the second choice wishes, (4) data of the third choice wishes, 

(5) sequential transition of wish choices, and (6) wishes and socio

metric status. The first five sets of data are discussed for the 

group as a whole then differentiated by age groups and sexes. 

In terms of age groups, a two-year interval criterion was 

employed in the present study; thus, three age groups were created. 

The 10- to 11-year-old group consisted of 89 subjects, 48 males and 

41 females (age range = 10.08 to 11.92, mean = 11.26, sd = .50). The 

12- to 13-year-old group consisted of 102 subjects, 57 males and 45 

females (age range = 12.00 to 13.92, mean = 12.96, sd = .59). The 14-

to 15-year-old group consisted of 55 subjects, 35 males and 20 females 

(age range = 14.00 to 15.92, mean = 14.65, sd = .50). 

Data of the Total Wishes 

Tables 1 and 2 respectively present age by sex by category 

frequencies and percentages for the total wishes. As Table 2 shows, 

28 
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TABLE 1 

AGE BY SEX BY CATEGORY FREQUENCIES FOR TOE TOTAL WISHES 

Wish 

Category 

10-11 yr. 

M F T 

12-13 yr. 

M F T 

14-15 yr. 

M F T 

Whole Group 

M F T 
Materialistic 

Specific 

Inclusive 

Activities 

17 10 27 

13 14 27 

0 

Subtotal 30 29 59 
Altruistic 

Family 7 8 15 

Friends 

Society 

0 0 0 

39 28 67 

Subtotal 46 36 82 
Personal 

Characters 8 5 13 

Relations 

Happiness 

15 21 36 

17 6 23 

Subtotal 40 32 72 
Goal Wishes 

Education 3 3 6 

Vocation 

Achievement 

8 8 16 

7 13 

Subtotal 17 18 35 

More Wishes 10 4 14 

Multiple Wishes 1 4 5 

14 4 18 

28 14 42 

2 4 6 

44 22 66 

11 4 15 

15 8 23 

34 17 51 

52 32 84 

3 10 13 

89 59 148 

2 3 5 

1 0 1 

56 28 84 

59 31 90 

0 

0 0 0 

9 13 22 

0 

24 13 37 119 69 188 

24 15 39 129 82 211 

11 17 28 

16 21 37 

9 22 31 

36 60 96 

11 7 18 

17 11 28 

16 6 22 

30 29 59 

48 53 101 

42 34 76 

44 24 68 120 116 236 

3 4 7 

8 6 14 

11 6 17 

22 16 38 

8 

7 14 

15 12 27 

8 10 18 

22 16 38 

24 20 44 

54 45 100 

8 3 11 

2 3 5 

0 22 29 

8 14 

Total 144 123 267 171 135 306 105 60 165 420 318 738 
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TABLE 2 

AGE BY SEX BY CATEGORY PERCENTAGES FOR TOE TOTAL WISHES 

Wish 10-11 yr. 12-13 yr. 14-15 yr. Whole Group 

Category M F T M F T M F T M F T 
M a t e r i a l i s t i c 

Specific 12 8 10 8 3 6 3 5 4 8 5 7 

Inclusive 9 11 10 16 10 14 10 7 9 12 10 11 

A c t i v i t i e s 0 4 2 1 3 2 1 2 1 1 3 2 
Subtotal 21 23 22 25 16 22 14 14 14 21 18 20 

Altruistic 
Family 5 7 6 1 2 2 0 3 1 2 4 3 

Friends 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Society 27 23 25 33 21 27 23 22 22 28 22 26 

Subtotal 32 30 31 35 23 29 23 25 23 30 26 29 
Personal 

Characters 6 4 5 6 13 9 10 12 11 7 9 8 

Relations 10 17 13 9 16 12 16 18 17 11 17 14 

Happiness 12 5 9 5 16 10 15 10 13 10 11 10 

Subtotal 28 26 27 20 45 31 41 40 41 28 37 32 
Goal Wishes 

Education 2 2 2 2 3 2 2 5 3 2 3 2 

Vocation 6 7 6 5 4 5 6 3 5 5 5 5 

Achievement 4 6 5 6 4 6 7 12 8 6 6 6 

Subtotal 12 15 13 13 11 13 15 20 16 13 14 13 

More Wishes 7 3 5 5 2 4 4 0 2 5 2 4 

Multiple Wishes 1 3 2 1 2 2 3 2 2 1 3 2 

Total 101 100 100 99 99 101 100 101 98 98 99 100 
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for the group as a whole, the data indicated that altruistic wishes 

for society and humankind (26%) accounted for the largest percentage 

of gifted children's wishes, followed by personal wishes for family 

social relations (14%), materialistic wishes for inclusive materials 

(11%), and personal wishes for general happiness (10%). All other 

categories were under 10% of the total wishes. 

The high percentage of altruistic wishes for society held true 

for both sexes when males and females were examined separately. How

ever, for male gifted children, inclusive materials were the second 

most popular wishes, family social relations third, and general happi

ness fourth. Female gifted children, in contrast, chose family social 

relations as the second most popular wishes, followed by general hap

piness and inclusive materials. An inspection of the age groups and 

sexes within age groups further revealed that, regardless of age and 

sex, altruistic wishes for society and humankind were the most often 

mentioned category for gifted children. 

When the percentages between sexes were compared, the data showed 

that in the group as a whole, there were only two categories which de

viated five or more percentage points by sex. Males exceeded females 

in making altruistic wishes for society and humankind (28% vs 22%), 

and females outscored males in making personal wishes for family 

social relations (17% vs 11%). 

With regard to sex difference within each age group, the data 

indicated that for 10- to 11-year-old children, males wished more 

often for general happiness (12% vs 5%), and less often for family 

social relations (10% vs 17%) than their female peers. For 12- to 
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13-year-olds, males exceeded females in the wishes for specific mate

rials, inclusive materials, and society and humankind, but females 

exceeded neles in each of the three personal categories. And for 14-

to 15-year-olds, males wished for general happiness more often than 

females (15% vs 10%), while females wished for goal accomplishment 

more often than males (12% vs 7%) . 

Comparing the percentages among age groups revealed several age 

trends in the wishes of gifted children. Wishes for specific mate

rials, altruistic concerns of family, and multiple wishes appeared to 

decrease with age, while wishes for characteristics, general happi

ness, and achievement tended to increase with age. When the same sex 

between age groups was compared, the data indicated that 10- to 11-

year-old males and females both led their same sex peers in the three 

categories that decreased with age. Moreover, 10- to 11-year-old fe

males also outscored females of other groups in two other categories, 

inclusive materials and altruistic concerns for society. These two 

categories, however, were led by 12- to 13-year-olds for males. On 

the other hand, 12- to 13-year-old females exceeded females of other 

groups in the wishes for characteristics and happiness, as did males 

of 14 to 15 years old. In these last two categories, the age gap be

tween sexes may be an indicator of early maturity for females, because 

wishes for characteristics and happiness may represent internalization 

of one's identity. Finally, both sexes of 14- to 15-year-olds made 

more wishes in the categories family social relations and vocation 

than did other groups. 

The categories which reached 10% or more of the total wishes for 
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each group are presented in Table 3. As can be seen from Table 3, at 

least the 10% level was reached in seven out of 14 possible subcate

gories, they were: three types of personal wishes, two types of mate

rialistic wishes, one type of altruistic wish, and one type of goal 

wish. In these seven categories, materialistic wishes for specific 

meterials were emphasized especially by 10- to 11-year-old males, goal 

wishes for achievement were asked for specifically by 14- to 15-year-

old females, and personal wishes for characteristics appeared as the 

main choice in the wished of 12- to 13-year-old females and both sexes 

of 14- to 15-year-olds. Wishes in the other four subcategories were 

broadly distributed in each group. 

Data of the First Choice Wishes 

Tables 4 and 5 respectively present age by sex by category fre

quencies and percentages for the first choice wishes. Similar to the 

tendency shown in gifted children's total wishes, altruistic concerns 

for society and humankind accounted for the largest percentage of the 

first choice wishes (see Table 5), regardless of age and sex. There 

was even an average of 10 percentage points increase in this category 

when the first choice wishes were compared with the total wishes. 

Chi-square tests for independence were conducted to detect age 

and sex difference for each specific wish category. The results 

indicated that in the group as a whole, males made more wishes for 

inclusive materials than females (X = 4.85, df = 1, p < .05) , while 

females made more wishes for family social relations than males (X" ^ 



TABLE 3 

CATEGORIES WHICH REACH 10% OR MORE OF THE 

TOTAL WISHES FOR EACH GROUP* 

34 

Percentage 

in Order 

10-11 yr. 

M F T 

12-13 yr. 

M E T 

14-15 yr. 

M E T 

Whole Group 

M E T 

Largest A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S 

Second P-G P-F P-F M-I P-G M-I P-F P-F P-F M-I P-F P-F 
M-S 

Third P-F M-I M-I -
M-S 

— P-F P-F P-G P-C P-G P-F P-G M-I 
G-0 

Fourth P-C P-G P-C P-G P-C P-G M-I P-G 
M-I 

A-S 
P-F 
P-G 
P-C 
M-I 
M-S 
G-0 

Altruistic Wishes for Society 
Personal Wishes for Family Social Relations 
Personal Wishes for General Happiness 
Personal Wishes for Characteristics 
Materialistic Wishes for Inclusive Materials 
Materialistic Wishes for Sepcific Materials 
Goal Wishes for Other Achievement 
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AGE BY SEX BY CATEGORY FREQUENCIES FOR 

TOE FIRST CHOICE WISHES 

35 

Wish 

Category 
Materialistic 

Specific 

Inclusive 

Activities 

Subtotal 
Altruistic 

Family 

Friends 

Society 

Subtotal 
Personal 

Characters 

Relations 

Happiness 

Subtotal 
Goal Wishes 

Education 

Vocation 

Achievonent 

Subtotal 

More Wishes 

Multiple Wishes 

Total 

10-

M 

3 

3 

0 

6 

2 

0 

14 

16 

3 

3 

9 

15 

1 

3 

2 

6 

5 

0 

48 

-11 

F 

1 

2 

3 

6 

5 

0 

14 

19 

0 

8 

1 

9 

2 

1 

3 

6 

0 

1 

41 

yr. 

T 

4 

5 

3 

12 

7 

0 

28 

35 

3 

11 

10 

24 

3 

4 

5 

12 

5 

1 

89 

12-

M 

2 

10 

1 

13 

0 

0 

25 

25 

4 

5 

3 

12 

1 

2 

4 

7 

0 

0 

57 

-13 

F 

0 

2 

1 

3 

1 

0 

16 

17 

5 

8 

6 

19 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

0 

45 

yr. 

T 

2 

12 

2 

16 

1 

0 

41 

42 

9 

13 

9 

31 

2 

4 

6 

12 

1 

0 

102 

14-

M 

1 

6 

0 

7 

0 

0 

10 

10 

3 

5 

4 

12 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

35 

-15 

F 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

8 

9 

2 

5 

0 

7 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

20 

yr. 

T 

1 

7 

1 

9 

1 

0 

18 

19 

5 

10 

4 

19 

2 

1 

2 

5 

1 

2 

55 

Whole Group 

M 

6 

19 

1 

26 

2 

0 

49 

51 

10 

13 

16 

39 

3 

6 

7 

16 

6 

2 

140 

F 

1 

5 

5 

11 

7 

0 

38 

45 

7 

21 

7 

35 

4 

3 

6 

13 

1 

1 

106 

T 

7 

24 

6 

37 

9 

0 

87 

96 

17 

34 

23 

74 

7 

9 

13 

29 

7 

3 

246 



TABLE 5 

AGE BY SEX BY CATEGORY PERCENTAGES FOR 

TOE FIRST CHOICE WISHES 

36 

Wish 

Category 

10-11 y r . 

M E T 

12-13 y r . 

M E T 

14-15 y r . 

M E T 

Whole Group 

M E T 
Materialistic 

Specific 

Inclusive 

Activities 

6 2 5 

6 5 6 

0 7 3 

Subtotal 12 14 14 
Altruistic 

Family 4 12 8 

Friends 

Society 

0 0 0 

29 34 32 

Subtotal 33 46 40 
Personal 

Characters 6 0 3 

Relations 6 20 12 

Goal Wishes 
Education 

Vocation 

Achievement 

More Wishes 10 0 

Total 

4 0 2 

18 4 12 

0 

0 0 0 

44 36 40 

7 11 

Happiness 19 2 11 5 13 9 

Subtotal 31 22 26 21 42 31 

Subtotal 12 14 14 13 10 12 

0 

Multiple Wishes 0 2 1 0 0 0 

0 

0 

17 5 13 

0 

0 0 0 

29 40 33 

9 10 

9 18 13 14 25 18 

11 0 7 

34 35 34 

0 

14 

0 0 

10 

24 6 16 20 10 17 19 11 15 

0 

35 36 35 

44 38 41 29 45 35 36 43 39 

7 7 7 

9 20 14 

11 7 9 

27 34 30 

9 

3 

6 

10 

0 

0 

10 

2 

4 

11 

4 

1 

13 

1 

1 

12 

3 

1 

98 98 101 102 98 101 101 100 102 98 103 100 
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4.84, p < .05) . In terms of sex difference by age, the data showed 

that only one category reached the .05 significance level; 10- to 11-

year-old males outscored their female peers in making personal wishes 

2 
for general happiness (X = 3.89, p < .05). Although no significant 

age difference was shown in the group as a whole, males of the 10- to 

11-year-old group asked for personal happiness more often than males 

of the 12- to 13-year-old group (X^ = 4.15, p < .05). 

The categories which reached 10% or more of the first choice 

wishes for each group are shown in Table 6. Although there were still 

seven popular categories in gifted children's first choice wishes, the 

contents were slightly different from that of the total wishes. Al

truistic concerns for society, personal wishes for family social re

lations, and personal concerns for happiness were pervasive in the 

wishes of the sample. However, the category, more wishes, only ap

peared in the wishes of 10- to 11-year-old males. And, wishes for 

inclusive materials were merely stressed by males of both 12- to 

13-year-old and 14- to 15-year-old groups, while wishes for personal 

characteristics were emphasized by females of these two groups. 

Further analyses were performed by combining subcategories of the 

four predetermined main categories, i.e., materialistic, altruistic, 

personal, and goal wishes. The two new categories, more wishes and 

multiple wishes, created after collection of the data, together 

accounted for only 4% of the first choice wishes. Consequently, both 

were dropped from statistical analysis. 

Table 7 presents age by sex by category frequency of distribu

tion, after combining subcategories. One-sample chi-square values 
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TABLE 6 

CATEGORIES WHICH REACH 10% OR MORE OF TOE FIRST 

CHOICE WISHES FOR EACH GROUP* 

Percentage 

in Order 

10-11 y r . 

M E T 

12-13 y r . 

M E T 

14-15 y r . 

M F T 

Whole Group 

M E T 

Largest A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S 

Second P-G P-F P-F M-I P-F P-F M-I P-F P-F M-I P-F P-F 

Third MW A-F P-G P-G M-I P-F P-C M-I P-G M-I 

Fourth P-C P-G 

A-S 
A-F 
P-F 
P-G 
P-C 
M-I 
MW 

Altruistic Wishes for Society 
Altruistic Wishes for Family 
Personal Wishes for Family Social Relations 
Personal Wishes for General Happiness 
Personal Wishes for Characteristics 
Materialistic Wishes for Inclusive Materials 
More Wishes 
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TABLE 7 

AGE BY SEX BY FOUR MAIN CATEGORY FREQUENCIES 

FOR TOE FIRST CHOICE WISHES 

Wish 

Category 

10-11 y r . 

M F T 

12-13 y r . 

M E T 

14-15 y r . 

M F T 

Whole Group 

M E T 

Materialistic 

6 12 13 3 16 26 11 37 

Altruistic 

16 19 35 25 17 42 10 9 19 51 45 96 

Personal 

Goal Wishes 

15 9 24 12 19 31 12 7 19 39 35 74 

6 12 5 12 16 13 29 

Total 43 40 83 57 44 101 32 20 52 132 104 236 
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computed for the distribution of the first choice wishes indicated 

that the obtained frequencies for the group as a whole deviated 

significantly from random expectation (X = 50.47, df = 3, p < .001). 

More altruistic and personal concerns were wished for than material

istic and goal desires. This distribution tendency also reached the 

significance level of .001 for both sexes (males, X^ = 21.15; females, 

2 9 
X = 32.15) and for two age groups (10- to 11-year-olds, X = 17.67; 

12- to 13-year-olds, X^ = 22.76) . For 14- to 15-year-olds, the level 

2 

of significance was .01 (X = 11.69) . Thus, the first choice wishes 

of gifted children tended to be very altruistically and personally 

oriented, regardless of age and sex. 

Chi-square values obtained from calculations of two by four (two 

sexes by four categories) and three by four (three ages by four cate

gories) contingency tables indicated no significant overall age and 

sex difference. However, when each age group was analyzed separately, 

the data revealed that a sex difference existed in the 12- to 13-year-

old group (X = 3.15, df = 3, p < .05) . More males than females made 

wishes for material possessions, while more females than males made 

wishes for personal concerns. No other significant difference was 

found in subsequent analyses. 

In summary, the results of the first choice wishes appeared to 

reject the hypothesis that wishes are equally distributed among the 

four main categories. Altruistic and personal wishes were asked for 

significantly more often than materialistic and goal wishes. The 

hypotheses related to age and sex difference are partially supported 

by the results of the first choice wishes. As to subcategories, the 
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results revealed that in the group as a whole, males made more wishes 

for inclusive materials than females did, while females made more 

wishes for family social relations than males did. But, significant 

age difference was not found. The sex differences shown in the group 

as a whole did not occur within the age groups, thereby, suggesting 

that gifted males and females are more alike than different in the 

same age period. In terms of main categories, the results showed no 

significant overall age and sex difference, though 12- to 13-year-old 

males expressed more wishes for materialistic desire and less wishes 

for personal concern than their female counterparts. 

Data of the Second Choice Wishes 

Tables 8 and 9 respectively present age by sex by category 

frequencies and percentages for the second choice wishes. Although 

altruistic wishes for society and humankind still accounted for the 

largest percentage of the second choice wishes for the group as a 

whole (25%) and for both sexes, it did not apply to each age group. 

For 14- to 15-year-olds, personal wish for general happiness was the 

largest category, followed by altruistic wishes for society. More

over, there was a 10 percentage points decrease in the altruistic 

category when the second choice wishes were compared with the first 

choice wishes. 

Chi-square tests for independence computed for each specific 

category indicated that no significant sex difference existed in the 

group as a whole, nor within each age group. Nevertheless, there was 



TABLE 8 

AGE BY SEX BY CATEGORY FREQUENCIES FOR 

THE SECOND CHOICE WISHES 
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Wish 

Category 

10-11 yr. 

M F T 

12-13 yr. 

M E T 

14-15 yr. 

M E T 

Whole Group 

M E T 
Materialistic 

Specific 

Inclusive 

Activities 

7 3 10 

6 4 10 

O i l 

Subtotal 13 8 21 
Altruistic 

Family 3 1 4 

Friends 0 0 0 

0 

8 5 13 

0 0 0 

12 7 19 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

12 

0 0 

17 

15 10 25 

28 18 46 

0 

Society 

Subtotal 
Personal 

Characters 

Relations 

Happiness 

Subtotal 
Goal Wishes 

Education 

Vocation 

Achievement 

Subtotal 

More Wishes 

Multiple Wishes 

14 

17 

2 

6 

3 

11 

1 

3 

2 

6 

1 

0 

9 

10 

3 

9 

3 

15 

0 

5 

2 

7 

0 

1 

23 

27 

5 

15 

6 

26 

1 

8 

4 

13 

1 

1 

19 

20 

6 

5 

4 

15 

1 

4 

3 

8 

1 

1 

9 

10 

7 

8 

7 

22 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1 

0 

28 

30 

13 

13 

11 

37 

3 

6 

4 

13 

2 

1 

8 

8 

3 

6 

10 

19 

0 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

8 

1 

I 

3 

5 

0 

1 

11 

11 

6 

9 

12 

27 

1 

2 

5 

8 

1 

2 

41 

45 

11 

17 

17 

45 

2 

8 

7 

17 

3 

2 

21 

23 

13 

20 

12 

45 

3 

8 

6 

17 

1 

2 

62 

68 

24 

37 

29 

90 

5 

16 

13 

34 

4 

4 

Total 48 41 89 57 45 102 35 20 55 140 106 246 
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TABLE 9 

AGE BY SEX BY CATEGORY PERCENTAGES FOR 

THE SECOND CHOICE WISHES 

Wish 10-11 yr. 12-13 yr. K-15 yr. Whole Group 

Catego ry M E T M E T M E T M E T 
Materialistic 

Specific 15 7 11 5 0 3 6 10 7 9 5 7 

Inclusive 13 10 11 14 11 13 3 5 4 11 9 10 

A c t i v i t i e s 0 2 1 2 4 3 0 0 0 1 3 2 

Subtotal 28 19 23 21 15 19 9 15 11 21 17 19 
Altruistic 

Family 6 2 5 2 2 2 0 0 0 3 2 2 

Friends 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Society 29 22 26 33 20 27 23 15 20 29 20 25 

Subtotal 35 24 31 35 22 29 23 15 20 32 22 27 
Personal 

Characters 4 7 6 11 16 13 9 15 11 8 12 10 

Relations 13 22 17 9 18 13 17 15 16 12 19 15 

Happiness 6 7 7 7 16 11 29 10 22 12 11 12 

Subtotal 23 36 30 27 50 37 55 40 49 32 42 37 
Goal Wishes 

Education 2 0 1 2 4 3 0 5 2 1 3 2 

Vocation 6 12 9 7 4 6 3 5 4 6 8 7 

Achievement 4 5 5 5 2 4 6 15 9 5 6 5 

Subtotal 12 17 15 14 10 13 9 25 15 12 17 14 

More Wishes 2 0 1 2 2 2 3 0 2 2 1 2 

Multiple Wishes 0 2 1 2 0 1 3 5 4 1 2 2 

Tbtal 100 98 101 101 99 101 102 100 101 100 101 101 
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a significant age difference shown in the general happiness category 

for the group as a whole (X^ = 6.71, df = 2, p < .05). It appeared 

that wishes for personal happiness increased with age, 7% for 10- to 

11-year-olds, 11% for 12-to 13-year-olds, and 22% for 14- to 15-year-

olds. Further analyses, by comparing the same sex across groups, 

revealed that the age trend toward more concern for personal happiness 

was true only for males (X = 8.26, p <.01) . Thus, the evidence shown 

in the group as a whole was dependent largely upon the difference 

among males, rather than females. Another age difference was found 

between 10- to 11-year-olds and 12- to 13-year-olds (X^ = 4.80, df=l, 

p < .05) . The younger gifted children wished for specific materials 

more often than the older ones. 

The categories which reached 10% or more of the second choice 

wishes are presented in Table 10. As the Table shows, there were 

eight popular categories, instead of seven, in gifted children's sec

ond choice wishes: two types of materialistic wishes, two types of 

goal wishes, three types of personal wishes, and one type of altruis

tic wish. In these eight categories, goal wishes for vocation showed 

only in the wishes of 10- to 11-year-old females, and goal wishes for 

achievement were asked for only by 14- to 15-year-old females. The 

other six categories were pervasively distributed across groups. 

In terms of frequency distribution of the four main categories 

(see Table 11), the computed one-sample chi-square values indicated a 

significant distribution deviation for the group as a whole (X" --

30.84, p < .001) and for both sexes (X^ = 16.79, p < .001 for males; 

X^ = 19.99, p < .001 for females). For the jroup as a whole an.i for 
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TABLE 10 

CATEGORIES WHICH REACH 10% OR MORE OF THE SECOND 

CHOICE WISHES FOR EACH GROUP* 

Percentage 

in Order 

10-11 y r . 

M F T 

12-13 y r . 

M E T 

14-15 y r . 

M F T 

Whole Group 

M E T 

Largest A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S A-S P-G A-S P-G A-S A-S A-S 
P-F P-C 

P-F 
G-0 

Second M-S G-V P-F M-I P-F M-I A-S M-S A-S P-F P-F P-F 
P-C P-G P-G 
P-F 

Third M-I M-I M-S P-C P-C P-G P-F 
P-F M-I P-G 

P-F M-I P-G P-G 

Fourth M-I P-C M-I 
P-C 

A-S 
P-F 
P-G 
P-C 
M-I 
M-S 
G-V 
G-0 

Altruistic Wishes for Society 
Personal Wishes for Family Social Relations 
Personal Wishes for General Happiness 
Personal Wishes for Characteristics 
Materialistic Wishes for Inclusive Materials 
Materialistic Wishes for Specific Materials 
Goal Wishes for Vocation 
Goal Wishes for Other Achievement 
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TABLE 11 

AGE BY SEX BY FOUR MAIN CATEGORY FREQUENCIES 

FOR THE SECOND CHOICE WISHES 

Wish 

Category 

10-11 y r . 

M E T 

12-13 y r . 

M E T 

14-15 y r . 

M E T 

Whole Group 

M E T 

Materialistic 

13 8 21 12 7 19 28 18 46 

Altruistic 

17 10 27 20 10 30 8 3 11 45 23 68 

Personal 

11 15 26 15 22 37 19 8 27 45 45 90 

Goal Wishes 

7 13 8 5 13 8 17 17 34 

Total 47 40 87 55 44 99 33 19 52 135 103 238 
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females, wishes for personal concerns were considered first, and al

truistic thoughts second. For males, however, both of these catego

ries were equally emphasized and were more often wished for than mate

rial possession and goal accomplishment. 

With regard to age groups, wish distributions of both 12- to 13-

year-olds (X^ = 21.08, p < .001) and 14- to 15-year-olds (X^ = 21.08, 

p < .001) deviated significantly from random expectations. The 12- to 

13-year-old group tended to make more personal and altruistic wishes, 

while the 14- to 15- year-old group appeared to make more personally 

related wishes. Further analyses revealed that the distribution ten

dency found in the wishes of 12- to 13-year-olds applied only to fe-

2 
males (X = 15.82, p < .01). Wishes for 12- to 13-year-old males were 

more equally distributed among the categories. In contrast, the sig

nificant distribution deviation found in the 14- to 15-year-old group 

held true only for males (X^ = 20.07, p < .001). 

Chi-square tests for independence calculated for the four main 

categories indicated no significant overall age and sex difference, 

nor within groups sex difference. However, when the same sex was ana

lyzed across groups, a significant age difference for males appeared 

(X^ = 12.66, df = 6, p < .05); wishes for material things decreased 

with age, while wishes for personal concerns increased with age. 

Subsequent comparisons were performed by dropping one age group 

from the analysis. The results revealed one significant age differ

ence and one significant sex difference. The 10- to 11-year-ol.i groiip 

more often made materialistic and altruistic wishes and less often 

2 
made personal wishes than did the 14- to 15-year-old group (X = 7.97, 
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p < .05). Males 10 to 11 years old and 12 to 13 years old when 

grouped together exceeded their female counterparts in the wishes for 

altruistic regards, while females exceeded males in the wishes for 

personal concerns (X^ = 7.98, p < .05). 

In summary, the evidence from the second choice wishes occurred 

to support partially the hypotheses related to age, sex, and wish 

distribution. For the group as a v^ole, personal and altruistic 

wishes were asked for more often than materialistic and goal wishes. 

However, this distribution tendency was subject to change when age and 

sex were considered. In view of the subcategories, the data showed a 

significant age difference, but not significant sex difference, in the 

group as a whole. Wishes for happiness appeared to increase with age. 

With regard to main categories, the data indicated a significant age 

trend for males but not for females; wishes for material things de

creased with age, while wishes for personal concerns increased with 

age. The only sex difference found in the second choice wishes was in 

the condition where 10- to 11-year-olds and 12- to 13-year-olds were 

grouped together: Males exceeded females in making altruistic wishes, 

while females outscored males in making personal wishes. 

Data of the Third Choice Wishes 

Tables 12 and 13 present age by sex by category frequencies and 

percentages for the third choice wishes. As Table 13 shows, for the 

group as a whole, altruistic wishes for society and humankind (16%) 

continued as the most often mentioned wishes; however, it applied only 
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AGE BY SEX BY CATEGORY FREQUENCIES FOR 

TOE TOIRD CHOICE WISHES 
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Wish 

Category 
Materialistic 

Specific 

Inclusive 

Activities 

Subtotal 
Altruistic 

Family 

Friends 

Society 

Subtotal 
Personal 

Characters 

Relations 

Happiness 

Subtotal 
Goal Wishes 

Education 

Vocation 

Achievement 

Subtotal 

More Wishes 

Multiple Wishes 

10-

M 

7 

4 

0 

11 

2 

0 

11 

13 

3 

6 

5 

14 

1 

2 

2 

5 

4 

1 

-11 

F 

6 

8 

1 

15 

2 

0 

5 

7 

2 

4 

2 

8 

1 

2 

2 

5 

4 

2 

yr. 

T 

13 

12 

1 

26 

4 

0 

16 

20 

5 

10 

7 

22 

2 

4 

4 

10 

8 

3 

12-

M 

9 

10 

0 

19 

1 

1 

12 

14 

1 

6 

2 

9 

1 

2 

4 

7 

7 

1 

-13 

F 

4 

7 

1 

12 

1 

0 

3 

4 

5 

5 

9 

19 

1 

2 

3 

6 

1 

3 

yr. 

T 

13 

17 

1 

31 

2 

1 

15 

18 

6 

11 

11 

28 

2 

4 

7 

13 

8 

4 

14-

M 

0 

4 

1 

5 

0 

0 

6 

6 

5 

6 

2 

13 

1 

4 

4 

9 

2 

0 

-15 

F 

1 

2 

0 

3 

1 

0 

2 

3 

2 

3 

4 

9 

1 

1 

3 

5 

0 

0 

yr. 

T 

1 

6 

1 

8 

1 

0 

8 

9 

7 

9 

6 

22 

2 

5 

7 

14 

2 

0 

Whole Group 

M 

16 

18 

1 

35 

3 

1 

29 

33 

9 

18 

9 

36 

3 

8 

10 

21 

13 

2 

F 

11 

17 

2 

30 

4 

0 

10 

14 

9 

12 

15 

36 

3 

5 

8 

16 

5 

5 

T 

27 

35 

3 

65 

7 

1 

39 

47 

18 

30 

24 

72 

6 

13 

18 

37 

18 

7 

Total 48 41 89 57 45 102 35 20 55 140 106 246 
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AGE BY SEX BY CATEGORY PERCENTAGES FOR 

TOE TOIRD CHiOICE WISHES 
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Wish 

Category 

10-11 y r . 

M E T 

12-13 y r . 

M F T 

14-15 y r . Whole Group 

M E T M E T 
Materialistic 

Specific 

Inclusive 

15 15 15 16 9 13 

Activities 0 2 1 0 0 

Friends 

Society 

0 0 

23 12 18 

Subtotal 27 17 23 
Personal 

Characters 6 5 6 

0 

21 7 15 

25 9 18 

0 0 0 

17 10 15 

17 15 17 

Relations 13 10 11 

2 11 

11 11 11 

14 10 13 

17 15 16 

Happiness 10 5 8 4 20 11 6 20 11 

Subtotal 29 20 25 17 42 28 37 45 40 
Goal Wishes 

Education 

Vocation 

Achievement 

11 

11 15 13 

Subtotal 10 12 12 

More Wishes 8 10 12 8 0 

Multiple Wishes 2 5 3 0 0 

11 10 11 

8 20 14 18 16 17 11 10 11 13 16 14 

Subtotal 23 37 30 34 27 31 14 15 15 25 28 26 
Altruistic 

Family 4 5 5 2 2 2 0 5 2 2 4 3 

21 

0 

8 

0 

16 

24 13 19 

13 11 12 

6 14 10 

25 34 29 

13 13 13 25 25 26 15 16 14 

Total 99 101 102 103 100 102 99 100 102 99 101 98 
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to males (each age group included). For females, the largest category 

was inclusive materials. In fact, altruistic wishes for society did 

not even reach the 10% level of wishes for females of the sample. 

When age was considered, the data indicated that while altruistic 

wishes were most often asked for by 10- to 11-year-olds, inclusive 

materials and family social relations accounted for the largest 

percentage of wishes for 12- to 13-year-olds and 14- to 15-year-olds, 

respectively. Thus, the high percentage of altruistic wishes shown in 

the group as a whole was subject to change by age and sex. 

Chi-square tests for independence calculated for each specific 

category showed that, in the group as a whole, there were two cases of 

significant sex differences: (1) More males than females made altru

istic wishes for society (X^ = 4.48, df = 2, p < .05), while (2) more 

2 
females than males made personal wishes for happiness (X = 4.29, p < 

.05). When each age group was examined separately, significant sex 

difference for these two subcategories also appeared in the wishes of 

o 2 
12- to 13-year-olds (X = 4.29, p < .05 for altruistic wishes; X = 

4.91, p < .05 for personal happiness). In terms of age difference, 

2 
the data revealed that both 10- to 11-year-olds (X = 5.72, p < .05) 

and 12- to 13-year-olds (X^ = 4.97, p < .05) outscored their 14- to 

15-year-old peers in the wishes for specific materials. 

Table 14 presents the categories which reached 10% or more of 

the third choice wishes. Although there were nine popular categories 

in gifted children's third choice wishes, only four of them were 

commonly stated across groups. These four categories were altruistic 

wishes for society, materialistic wishes for inclusive materials, 



52 

TABLE 14 

CATEGORIES WHICH REACH 10% OR MORE OF THE TOIRD 

CHOICE WISHES FOR EACH GROUP* 

Percentage 10-11 yr. 12-13 yr. 14-15 yr. Whole Group 

in Order M F T M E T M E T M E T 

Largest A-S M-I A-S A-S P-G M-I A-S P-G P-F A-S M-I A-S 
P-F 

Second M-S M-S M-S M-I M-I A-S P-C P-F A-S M-I P-G M-I 
G-0 P-F 

Third P-F A-S M-I M-S P-C M-S M-I M-I P-C M-S P-F P-F 
P-F G-V A-S G-0 

G-0 P-C 

Fourth P-G P-F P-F MW 
MW 

P-F 
P-G 

M-I 
P-G 

M-S M-S 

Fifth P-F P-G 

A-S 
P-F 
P-G 
P-C 
M-I 
M-S 
G-V 
G-0 
MW 

Altruistic Wishes for Society 
Personal Wishes for Family Social Relations 
Personal Wishes for General Happiness 
Personal Wishes for Characteristics 
Materialistic Wishes for Inclusive Materials 
Materialistic Wishes for Specific Materials 
Goal Wishes for Vocation 
Goal Wishes for Other Achievement 
More Wishes 
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personal wishes for family social relations, and personal wish for 

happiness. Wishes for specific materials and more wishes did not 

appear on the 10% list of 14- to 15-year-old group. Wishes for 

personal characteristics were of no great concern to 10- to 11-year-

old children. And, wishes for vocation and achievement were only 

shown on the list of 14- to 15-year-olds. 

Table 15 presents age by sex by category frequency distribution 

of the third choice wishes, according to the four main categories. 

The computed one-sample chi-square value for the group as a whole 

indicated a significant distribution deviation (X^ = 14.06, p < .01); 

more personal and materialistic wishes were asked for than altruistic 

and goal wishes. However, this distribution tendency held true only 

2 
for females (X = 14.33, p < .01). The third choice wishes of males 

were more equally distributed among the categories. 

When age was considered, the data showed that the wishes of both 

12- to 13-year-olds and 14- to 15-year-olds were not equally distrib

uted. In the case of 12- to 13-year-olds, materialistic wishes were 

2 
asked for most often, with personal wishes second (X = 9.90, p <.05). 

However, this group distribution tendency applied to neither sex. For 

12- to 13-year-old males, materialistic wishes was the largest catego-

2 

ry with altruistic wishes second (X = 7.82, p < .05). For females, 

personal category were chosen first and materialistic desire second 

(X = 13.34, p < .01). In the case of 14- to 15-year-olds, more 

personal and goal wishes were asked for than materialistic and altru-

istic wishes (X = 9.26, p < .05). But this significant distribution 

deviation was not shown in either sex of 14- to 15-year-olds. 
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TABLE 15 

AGE BY SEX BY FOUR MAIN CATEGORY FREQUENCIES 

FOR THE THIRD CHOICE WISHES 

W^s^ 10-11 y r . 12-13 y r . 14-15 y r . Whole Group 

Category M E T M E T M E T M E T 

Materialistic 

11 15 26 19 12 31 5 3 8 35 30 65 

Altruistic 

13 7 20 14 4 18 6 3 9 33 14 47 

Personal 

14 8 22 9 19 28 13 9 22 36 36 72 

Goal Wishes 

5 5 10 7 6 13 9 5 14 21 16 37 

Total 43 35 78 49 41 90 33 20 53 125 96 221 
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Chi-square values obtained from calculating three by four and two 

by four contingency tables indicated no significant overall age and 

sex difference. Nevertheless, a marginal sex difference was shown in 

the altruistic category (X^ = 3.57, p < .06) in which males made al

truistic wishes more often than females (26% vs 14%). A significant 

within group sex difference was found in the wishes of 12- to 13-year-

2 

olds (X = 10.15, p < .05). It showed that males exceeded females in 

making altruistic wishes (29% vs 10%), while females exceeded males in 

making personal wishes (46% vs 18%). 

Although overall age trends did not reach the .05 significance 
2 

level (X = 11.88, p < .06), an inspection of the data revealed that 

personal and goal wishes tended to increase with age, while materi

alistic and altruistic wishes tended to decrease with age. Further 

comparisons, by dropping one age group from the analysis, indicated 

that 10- to 11-year-olds (X^ = 9.96, p < .01) and 12- to 13-year-olds 

(X^ = 8.30, p < .05) more often made materialistic and altruistic 

wishes and less often made personal and goal wishes than their 14- to 

15-year-old counterparts. 

In summary, the third choice wishes of gifted children tended to 

be personally and materialistically oriented. However, this tendency 

held true for only females. When age was considered, 12- to 13-year-

old children appeared to make more materialistic and personal wishes. 

The 14- to 15-year-old group occurred to make more personal and goal 

wishes. And, 10- to 11-year-olds, on the other hand, tended to wish 

equally among the categories. In terms of subcategories, more males 

than females wished for altruistic concerns of society, while mor-̂  
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females than males wished for personal happiness. Both 10- to 11-

year-old and 12- to 13-year-old groups outscored their 14- to 15-

year-old peers in the wishes for specific materials. Although signi

ficant overall age and sex differences were not found in the main cat

egories, a marginal sex difference was shown in the altruistic cate

gory—males outscored females. 

Sequential Transition of Wish Choices 

Tables 16, 17, 18, and 19 present category by wish choice per

centages for the group as a whole and for each age group. As Tables 

17 through 19 show, with the exception of 10- to 11-year-old males, 

altruistic wishes for society decreased sequentially from the first 

choice wishes (FCW) to the third choice wishes (TCW) for every age and 

sex group. For the group as a whole (see Table 16) , the decrease of 

altruistic concerns from the FCW to the second choice wishes (Sav) was 

replaced by concerns for specific materials and three types of person

al wishes. But, from the SCW to the TCW, both altruistic and personal 

wishes decreased, and being supplemented by the increase of material

istic concerns. These transitions showed that altruism was considered 

by gifted children as priority and then gave way to personal and mate

rial needs. Goal wishes, however, remained stable through each of the 

three wish choices. 

When 10- to 11-year-olds were examined separately (see Table 17), 

the data indicated that the transition from the FCW to the SCW was 

characterized by the increase of materialistic wishes for males, and 
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TABLE 16 

CATEGORY BY WISH CHOICE PERCENTAGES FOR 

TOE GROUP AS A WHOLE 

Wish 

Category 

Males Only 

1st 2nd 3rd 

Females Only 

1st 2nd 3rd 

Whole Group 

1st 2nd 3rd 
Materialistic 

Specific 

Inclusive 

Activities 

Subtotal 
Altruistic 

Family 

Friends 

Society 

Relations 

Happiness 

14 

19 

0 

35 

36 Subtotal 
Personal 

Characters 7 

11 

27 

11 

21 

0 

29 

32 

8 

12 

12 

32 Subtotal 
Goal Wishes 

Education 2 1 

Vocation 4 6 

Achievement 5 5 

Subtotal 11 12 

More Wishes 4 2 

Multiple Wishes 1 1 

Total 98 100 

11 

13 

25 

21 

24 

13 

25 

15 

11 

0 

36 

43 

20 

34 

13 

17 

0 

20 

22 

12 

19 

11 

42 

8 

17 

10 

16 

28 

0 

13 

11 

14 

34 

8 

16 

99 103 101 101 

3 

10 

2 

15 

4 

0 

35 

39 

7 

10 

2 

19 

2 

0 

25 

27 

11 

14 

1 

26 

3 

0 

16 

19 

14 

9 

30 

3 

4 

5 

12 

10 

15 

12 

37 

2 

7 

5 

14 

100 101 

7 

12 

10 

ii 

2 

5 

7 

14 

98 
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TABLE 17 

CATEGORY BY WISH CHOICE PERCENTAGES FOR 

THE 10- TO 11-YEAR-OLD GROUP 

Wish 

Category 
Materialistic 

Specific 

Inclusive 

Activities 

Subtotal 
Altruistic 

Family 

Friends 

Society 

Subtotal 
Personal 

Characters 

Relations 

Happiness 

Subtotal 
Goal Wishes 

Education 

Vocation 

Achievement 

Subtotal 

More Wishes 

Multiple Wishes 

Total 

Males Oily 

1st 

6 

6 

0 

12 

4 

0 

29 

33 

6 

6 

19 

31 

2 

6 

4 

12 

10 

0 

98 

2nd 

15 

13 

0 

28 

6 

0 

29 

35 

4 

13 

6 

23 

2 

6 

4 

12 

2 

0 

100 

3rd 

15 

8 

0 

23 

4 

0 

23 

27 

6 

13 

10 

29 

2 

4 

4 

10 

8 

2 

99 

Females Only 

1st 

2 

5 

7 

14 

12 

0 

34 

46 

0 

20 

2 

22 

5 

2 

7 

14 

0 

2 

98 

2nd 

7 

10 

2 

19 

2 

0 

22 

24 

7 

22 

7 

36 

0 

12 

5 

17 

0 

2 

98 

3rd 

15 

20 

2 

37 

5 

0 

12 

17 

5 

10 

5 

20 

2 

5 

5 

12 

10 

5 

101 

Whole Group 

1st 

5 

6 

3 

14 

8 

0 

32 

40 

3 

12 

11 

26 

3 

5 

6 

14 

r, 

1 

101 

2nd 

11 

11 

1 

23 

5 

0 

26 

31 

6 

17 

7 

30 

1 

9 

5 

15 

I 

1 

101 

3rd 

15 

14 

1 

30 

5 

0 

18 

23 

6 

11 

8 

25 

2 

5 

5 

12 

9 

3 

102 
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TABLE 18 

CATEGORY BY WISH CHOICE PERCENTAGES FOR 

THE 12- TO 13-YEAR-OLD GROUP 

Wish 

Category 
Materialistic 

Specific 

Inclusive 

Activities 

Subtotal 
Altruistic 

Family 

Friends 

Society 

Subtotal 
Personal 

Characters 

Relations 

Happiness 

Subtotal 
Goal Wishes 

Education 

Vocation 

Achievement 

Subtotal 

More Wishes 

Multiple Wishes 

1st 

4 

18 

2 

24 

0 

0 

44 

44 

7 

9 

5 

21 

2 

4 

7 

13 

0 

0 

Males 

2nd 

5 

14 

2 

21 

2 

0 

33 

35 

11 

9 

7 

27 

2 

7 

5 

14 

2 

2 

Only 

3rd 

16 

18 

0 

34 

2 

2 

21 

25 

2 

11 

4 

17 

2 

4 

7 

13 

12 

2 

Fanales 

1st 

0 

4 

2 

6 

2 

0 

36 

38 

11 

18 

13 

42 

2 

4 

4 

10 

2 

0 

2nd 

0 

11 

4 

15 

2 

0 

20 

22 

16 

18 

16 

50 

4 

4 

2 

10 

2 

0 

Only 

3rd 

9 

16 

2 

27 

2 

0 

7 

9 

11 

11 

20 

42 

2 

4 

7 

13 

2 

7 

Who] 

1st 

2 

12 

2 

16 

1 

0 

40 

41 

9 

13 

9 

31 

2 

4 

6 

12 

1 

0 

le Group 

2nd 

3 

13 

3 

19 

2 

0 

27 

29 

13 

13 

11 

37 

3 

6 

4 

13 

2 

1 

3rd 

13 

17 

1 

31 

2 

1 

15 

18 

6 

11 

11 

28 

2 

7 

13 

8 

4 

Total 102 101 103 98 99 100 101 101 102 



60 

TABLE 19 

CATEGORY BY WISH CHOICE PERCENTAGES FOR 

THE 14- TO 15-YEAR-OLD GROUP 

Wish 

Category 

Males Only 

1st 2nd 3rd 
Materialistic 

Specific 

Inclusive 

Activities 

17 

0 

0 

11 

Females Only 

1st 2nd 3rd 

0 10 

0 

10 

0 

Whole Group 

1st 2nd 3rd 

13 

0 

11 

Subtotal 20 
Altruistic 

Family 0 

Friends 0 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

10 15 15 

0 

0 

0 0 

17 

0 

11 

0 

0 

15 

0 

Society 

Subtotal 
Personal 

Characters 

Relations 

29 

29 

9 

14 

23 

23 

9 

17 

17 

17 

14 

17 

40 

45 

10 

25 

15 

15 

15 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

33 

35 

9 

18 

20 

20 

11 

16 

15 

17 

13 

16 

Happiness 

Subtotal 
Goal Wishes 

Education 

Vocation 

Achievement 

Subtotal 

More Wishes 

Multiple Wishes 

Total 

11 

34 

3 

3 

3 

9 

3 

6 

101 

29 

55 

0 

3 

6 

9 

3 

3 

102 

6 

37 

3 

11 

11 

25 

6 

0 

99 

0 

35 

5 

0 

5 

10 

0 

0 

100 

10 

40 

5 

5 

15 

25 

0 

5 

100 

20 

45 

5 

5 

15 

25 

0 

0 

100 

7 

34 

4 

2 

4 

10 

2 

4 

102 

22 

49 

2 

4 

9 

15 

2 

101 

11 

40 

4 

9 

13 

26 

0 

102 
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personal wishes for females. For males, the increased interests in 

material things were owing to a decrease in wishes for personal happi

ness, characteristics, and more wishes. The increase of personal 

wishes for females, however, was the result of a decrease in altruis

tic concerns. From the SCW to the TCW, males and females alike de

creased in altruistic wishes. This decrease was supplemented by the 

increase of personal wishes for males and materialistic wishes for fe

males. Thus, 10- to 11-year-old males valued material things second 

to altruistic thoughts, and personal concerns third, while their fe

male peers had personal and materialistic desires in reverse order. 

An inspection of the 12- to 13-year-old group (see Table 18) 

indicated that the transition from the FCW to the SCW was featured by 

a decrease in altruistic wishes and an increase in personal wishes; 

whereas, the transition from the SCW to the TCW was marked by an in

crease in materialistic wishes and a decrease in altruistic as well as 

personal wishes. Thus, the wish transitions found in the group as a 

whole applied to 12- to 13-year-olds. 

The transition from the FCW to the SCW for 14- to 15-year-old 

females and the transition from the SCW to the TCW for 14- to 15-

year-old males appeared to be characterized by an increase in goal 

wishes-vocation and achievement (see Table 19). The transition for 

altruistic wishes (decreased from the FCM to the TCW) and personal 

wishes (increased from the the FCW to the SCW, but decreased from the 

SCW to the TX3V) for this group of children was similar to that found 

in the group as a whole. However, the increased tendency for mate

rialistic wishes was not shown; therefore, wishes for vocation and 
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achievement replaced some second and third choice materialistic wishes 

in the 14- to 15-year-old group. 

Wishes and Sociometric Status 

The sociometric data of the present study were scored by using 

the two dimensions established by Perry (1982): (1) social impact— 

the number of children who mention a given child; and (2) social 

preference—the predominance of either positive or negative responses. 

In terms of social impact, the calculated sociometric score showed a 

mean of 5.3 and a standard deviation of 4.1 for the group as a whole. 

Consequently, the decision rule for the high social impact group (HSI) 

and the low social impact group (LSI) was plus and minus one standard 

deviation from the mean, respectively. Thus, all the HSI members (n = 

22) received 10 or more votes, and all the LSI members (n = 19) re

ceived one or zero votes from their peers, regardless of the positive 

or negative nature of the vote. 

The positive or negative aspect of social preference for each 

subject was determined by the following formula: positive votes minus 

negative votes. Therefore, if a child received more positive than 

negative votes, he/she would make a postivie preference score, and 

vice versa. The computed social preference score indicated a mean of 

.10 and a standard deviation of 4.6 for the group as a whole. Thus, 

the criterion for the high social preference group (HSP) was five or 

more positive social preference scores; whereas, it was five or more 

negative social preference score for the low social preference group 
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(LSP). In each of these groups, there were 24 subjects. 

Tables 20 and 21 present, respectively, frequency by category 

distribution of the wishes for both the HSI versus the LSI and the HSP 

versus the LSP groups. Because the sample was small, only percentage 

comparisons are presented. Table 20 shows three categories which 

reached five or more percentage points differentiation between the 

total wishes of two social impact groups. The HSI group wished for 

inclusive materials and more wishes more often than did the LSI group; 

whereas, the LSI group wished for vocation more often than did the HSI 

group. Cn the other hand, there were five categories which reached 

five or more percentage points difference between two social prefer

ence groups (see Table 21) . The HSP group exceeded the LSP group in 

wishes for altruistic and vocational concerns, while the LSP group 

outscored the HSP group in wishes for inlcusive materials, activities, 

and family social relations. Therefore, these data suggested that 

both the LSI and the HSP groups were more goal oriented; whereas, both 

the HSI and the LSP groups were more materialistic oriented when 

making wishes. 
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TABLE 20 

CATEGORY BY WISH CHOICE FREQUENCIES FOR 

TTIE SOCIAL IMPACT GROUPS 

Wiih" Hihg Social Impact 

Category 1st 2nd 3rd Total 
Materialistic 

Specific 1 2 

Inclusive 2 2 

Activities 0 0 

Subtotal 3 4_ 
Altruistic 

Family 0 1 
Friends 0 0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

10 

0 

15 

0 

Low Social Impact 

1st 2nd 3rd Total 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

Society 8 

Subtotal 8_ 
Personal 

Characters 2 

Relations 4 

Happiness 1 

Subtotal 2. 
Goal Wishes 

Education 1 

Vocation 0 

Achievement 2 

Subtotal 2. 

More Wishes 1 

Multiple Wishes 0 

0 

0 

14 

15 

6 

19 

0 0 0 

13 

15 

8 

20 

0 

4 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

4 

1 

1 

10 

2 

1 

Total 22 22 22 66 19 19 19 57 
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TABLE 21 

CATEGORY BY WISH CHOICE FREQUENCIES FOR 

THE SOCIAL PREFERENCE GROUPS 

Wish 

Category 
Materialistic 

Specific 

Inclusive 

Activities 

Subtotal 
Altruistic 

Family 

Friends 

High Social Preference 

1st 2nd 3rd Total 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

Low Social Preference 

1st 2nd 3rd Total 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

11 

19 

0 

Society 10 8 25 17 

Subtotal n 8_ 
Personal 

Characters 1 0 0 

30 

0 

19 

Relations 11 

Happiness 

Subtotal 
Goal Wishes 

Education 0 

15 8 

0 0 

21 

Vocation 0 0 0 0 

Achievement 8 

Subtotal 14 

More Wishes 0 0 

Multiple Wishes 1 0 0 

Total 24 24 24 72 24 24 24 72 



CHAPTER IV 

DISCUSSION 

Results of the present study appear to support the hypothesis 

that wishes are potential indicators of the wishers' (1) goals and as

pirations for concerns, (2) attitudes toward self and family social 

relations, (3) concerns and interests in other people and society, and 

(4) desire for material possessions. As a matter of fact, the data 

indicate that nearly 95% (.942) of the wishes made by gifted children 

are classifiable according to these four categories, though the wishes 

are not equally distributed among these categories. Analyses of the 

distribution tendency further support the present researcher's hypoth

eses that there are certain wish patterns which typify the wish making 

behavior of gifted children and that these wish patterns vary as a 

function of age, sex, and sociometric positions. 

Findings from the total wishes revealed that gifted children, 

irrespective of age and sex, made altruistic wishes for society and 

humankind more frequently than any other type of wish. This occur

rence was consistent with that reported in Karnes and Wherry's (1981) 

study and was explained by them as a heightened awareness and concern 

for other people, owing to the gifted children's intellectual charac

teristics. Although the present data do not explain this intriguing 

66 
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result, a comparison with a previous study (Chiu & Nevius, 1982), 

which utilized the identical research procedures and investigated a 

group of 12- to 14-year-old adolescents, indicated that gifted sub

jects do have greater interest in altruistic concerns than nongifted 

subjects (30% vs 9% for males, 26% vs 17% for females). From these 

evidences, it may be tentatively suggested that altruism or concern 

for other people may be a characteristic which differentiates gifted 

from nongifted persons—a potential research issue which needs to be 

further explored. 

Findings from categories which reached 10% or more of the total 

wishes indicated that gifted males valued materialistically related 

wishes more strongly than gifted females; whereas, gifted females 

showed more interests in personal concenns than gifted males. These 

sex differences were similar to those reported in the studies which 

involved normal and/or problem subjects (Abies, 1972; Guarnaccia & 

Vane, 1979; Kokonis, 1974, Vandewiele, 1981). As suggested by Abies 

(1972), sex differences revealed by gifted children's wishes may be 

attributed to the sex role socialization—the masculine breadwinner 

role for males and personally oriented feminine characteristics for 

females. On the other hand, unlike the findings from normal subjects, 

the present study found that 14- to 15-year-old gifted males made more 

wishes for general happiness and less wishes for achievement than 

their female counterparts. 

In terms of age difference, two developmental trends wore found: 

(1) wishes for specific materials decreased with age and (2) wishes 

for characteristics, happiness, and achievement increased with age. 
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These findings suggest that the wish patterns of gifted children are 

like those of nongifted children insofar as age trends toward more 

abstract thinking are concerned. Thus, it seems fair to conclude 

that there are similarities as well as differences between the wish 

patterns of gifted and nongifted persons. 

Summary of the Findings 

The major findings from the analyses of each wish choice, transi

tion of wish choices, and sociometric status and wish choices are sum

marized first and then discussed in view of their psychological and 

educational implications. 

The Results as a Whole 

1. Gifted children tended to make more altruistic wishes for 

society and humankind than any other type of wish. 

2. Male gifted children outscored their female peers in wishes 

for altruistic concerns of society, specific materials, and inclusive 

materials; whereas, female gifted children exceeded their male peers 

in wishes for family social relations. 

3. Wishes for personal happiness and goal accomplishment tended 

to increase with age, while wishes for specific materials appeared to 

decrease with age. 

4. Wishes for characteristics were emphasized by 12- to 13-year-

olds and 14- to 15-year-olds, but not by 10- to 11-year-olds. 

5. Wishes of gifted children were influenced by the order of 

wish choices; altruistic and personal wishes were mentioned more often 
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in the first and second choice wishes, while personal and materialis

tic wishes were mentioned more often in the third choice wishes. 

6. High social preference and the low social impact subjects 

were more goal oriented, while the low social preference and high 

social impact subjects were more materialistically oriented. 

The Results of the First Choice Wishes 

1. Gifted males more often wished for inclusive materials and 

less often wished for family social relations than their female peers. 

2. Males 10 to 11 years old tended to make more personal wishes 

for happiness than males 12 to 13 years old. 

3. Males 10 to 11 years old tended to make more wishes for 

personal happiness than their female counterparts. 

4. Altruistic and personal wishes were mentioned more often than 

materialistic and goal wishes. 

5. Males 12 to 13 years old more often made materialistic wishes 

and less often made personal wishes than their female peers. 

The Results of The Second Choice Wishes 

1. More than 10% of 10- to 11-year-old children made wishes for 

specific materials, while more than 10% of 12- to 13-year-olds and 14-

to 15-year-olds made wishes for characteristics. 

2. Wishes for personal happiness tended to increase with age, 

especially for male gifted children. 

3. The 10- to 11-year-old group wished for specific materials 

more often than the 12- to 13-year-old group. 

4. Wishes for personal concerns were considered first, and al

truistic thoughts second for females, while both personal and altruis-
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tic concerns were equally emphasized by males. 

5. Significant overall age and sex difference was not found, nor 

was a within group sex difference. 

6. For male gifted children, materialistic wishes decreased with 

age, while personal wishes increased with age. 

The Results of the Third Choice Wishes 

1. Altruistic concerns for society accounted for the largest 

percentage of wishes for males; whereas, the category inclusive mate

rials was the largest category for females. 

2. More males than females made wishes for altruistic concerns, 

while more females than males made wishes for personal happiness. 

3. Both 10- to 11-year-olds and 12- to 13-year-olds outscored 

14- to 15-year-olds in wishes for specific materials. 

4. Personal and materialistic wishes were stated more often by 

females, while materialistric and altruistic wishes were asked for 

more often by males. 

5. While significant overall age and sex difference was not 

found, 12- to 13-year-old males made more altruistic wishes and fewer 

personal wishes than their female counterparts. 

The Results for Transition of Wish Choices 

1. Fbr the group as a whole and for 12- to 13-year-olds, 

altruism was considered a priority and then gave way to personal 

and materialistic concerns. 

2. For the 10- to 11-year-old group, males valued altruistic 

concerns, material things, and personal desires in that order. The 

females' order of value, in contrast, was altruistic concerns, 
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personal desires, and material things. 

3. For the 14- to 15-year-old group, wishes for vocation and 

achievonent were taken into account and replaced some materialistic 

wishes as second and third choices. 

The Results of Sociometric Status and Wishes (3ioices 

1. The high social preference and the low social impact subjects 

were more goal oriented, while the low social preference and high so

cial impact subjects were more materialistically oriented. 

The findings summarized above suggest that gifted children as a 

whole do have a strong altruistic concern for other people, and this 

concern is considered as a priority by many of them. It is instruc

tive and rewarding to note the altruistic inclination of gifted chil

dren, especially during the developing period of emphasis on gifted 

and talented education. However, whether altruism is a characteristic 

that differentiates gifted from nongifted persons is an issue that 

still needs to be settled. 

When sex is condidered, the results suggest that gifted males are 

slightly more interested in altruistic concerns than gifted females. 

This finding is consistent with studies involving normal children of 

other cultures (Kokonis, 1974; Vandewiele, 1981) but inconsistent with 

studies involving normal white subjects (Abies, 1972). This may sug

gest that in addition to intellectual characteristics, social cultural 

factors may play a role in fostering altruistic thoughts. 

In terms of age and sex differences for other wish categories, 

the results indicated that (1) gifted males wished more often for 

material possessions and less often for personal concerns than gifted 
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females, and (2) personal wishes tended to increase with age, while 

material wishes tended to decrease with age. As previous literature 

suggested (Abies, 1972), sex differences revealed from children's 

wishes may be interpreted as a result of sex role socialization or as 

a reflection of psychosexual development. The age difference, on the 

other hand, may be an indication of cognitive functioning—from 

specific to general and inclusive, and from concrete to abstract 

(Jersild et al., 1933). 

The tendency that wishes for characteristics were emphasized by 

12- to 13-year-olds and 14- to 15-year olds, but not 10- to 11-year-

olds, is very intriguing, because wishes for characteristics may re

present internalization of one's identity. According to Erikson 

(1950), search for identity is the major task to be achieved during 

the period of adolescence. So, these findings may suggest that gifted 

children are similar to normal children in view of psychosocial deve

lopment. If this is the case, it may be tentatively suggested that an 

accelerated program which permanently puts gifted children in higher 

grades may have negative influences on their social development. 

Looking at the results pertaining to age and sex differences as a 

composite, the present study indicates that age and sex are potential 

variables for predicting wish making activity of gifted children. 

However, the lack of significant overall age and sex difference sug

gests that for the group as a whole, gifted children are more similar 

than different. 

The results that the high social preference and the low social 

impact subjects were more goal oriented, and the low social preference 
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and the high social impact subjects were more materialistically ori

ented offer a possible si^gestion that personality characteristics may 

have an influence on wish making activity. However, due to the lack 

of available information in the previous literature and the fact that 

these gifted children had only two weeks together, the findings relat

ed to sociometric positions are only suggestive. Whether sociometric 

status is truly a variable which enables us to predict children's wish 

patterns needs to be further studied. 

With regard to wish content analysis, the categories employed in 

the present study were developed according to previous assumptions 

about the nature of the wishes and were constructed in a theoretically 

consistent fashion as was mentioned earlier. Comparing these catego

ries to such categories used in most of the previous studies, the 

present one systematically combined specific categories into main cat

egories and analyzed both. This approach allows the present study to 

detect not only the main orientations of the wishes (personal, goal, 

altruistic, and materialistic), but also the nature of the wishes 

within each orientation. The fact that there are only a few available 

wish studies in major journals that deal with such issues suggests 

that research on wishes remains an insufficiently exploited resource 

for knowledge of child and adolescent development. The systematic 

analysis of the wish contents, as the present study illustrated, can 

be very helpful in establishing a more definite picture about chil

dren's and adolescents' wish patterns. 

In view of educational application, many subjects in the presei.t 

study stated wishes that reflect their feelings about family, school, 



74 

society, personal social relations, aspirations, dissatisfactions, 

identity problems, and family problems, "i would like for my parents 

to understand me and let me do things without questioning why and not 

understanding" may indicate certain communication problems between the 

wisher and his/her parents, "i wish I could correct my attitude to 

the point where people would like me and I would not lose friends" may 

suggest that the wisher needs some help in peer relations. "Tb get a 

scholarship for college, to be successful in my profession, and to be 

able to do more things" may suggest that the wisher is a very task-

oriented person. "My family could be together and to have a good wife 

and a loving and caring family"" reflects the wisher's desire for a 

happy family. "To have this program as a public school" expresses the 

wisher's aspiration for a good program and dissatisfaction with cur

rent public school instruction. 

From these examples, one can clearly perceive the possible values 

of children's wishes. Therefore, it is roncluded that data revealed 

from this kind of projective technique may assist teachers, parents, 

and counselors in getting a general picture of children's and adoles

cents' psychological as well as social orientations which, in turn, 

may facilitate teacher-student and parent-child relations. 
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