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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The President of the Republic, who is sup
posed to be the guardian of the law, abused, the 
law. For that reason he must lose the power 
that he abused,, in order that law and, order can 
be maintained,. 

- General Maurao Filho 

On March 31» 196^, Brazilian army forces stationed in 

garrisons in the State of Minas Gerais moved, against the 

constitutionally elected Federal Government of President 

Joao Goulart. The march on Rio de Janeiro from Juiz de 

Fora was underway purportedly to restore dignity and de

mocracy to a government which had fallen into the leftist 

hands of an allegedly incompetent leader and, his retinue. 

This government had, plunged, Brazil into a seemingly hope

less, unsalvageable state of political and economic chaos. 

On the same day, other army garrisons throughout the nation 

joined, this rebel force in executing the coup that had, been 

carefully formulated many months in advance. Within thirty-

eight hours, the leaders of the Goulart government were 

taking flight from the country or seeking amnesty within 

the walls of foreign embassies and legations in Rio. 

It is the purpose of this study to present a chron

ological resume of the causes, incidents, and immediate 

aftermath of this virtually bloodless revolution. What 

makes this political convulsion significant is that this 



Is the second major revolution which Brazil has undergone 

since the formation, of the Republic in 1888. The other 

revolution occurred in 1935 when Getulio Vargas overthrew 

the existing government. It was Vargas who gave Brazil 

Its political flavor until the Revolution of 1964. 

A significant aspect of the overthrow was the alleged 

presence of communism. Various branches of the government 

came to be dominated by communist-controlled factors. 

Financial assistance to aid the cause was introduced from 

outside sources through Soviet bloc legation channels and 

by Red Chinese and Castro agents. Successful entry of 

communist elements into segments of Brazilian society 

was illustrated when trade unions throughout Brazil became 

controlled or affiliated with the left-leaning Comando 

Geral Das Trabalhistas (the General Command of Workers, 

hereafter referred to as the CGT). Much damage to the 

economy was to result from disturbances, strikes, and 

property destruction perpetrated by the CGT. During the 

365 days preceding the revolution, a new strike in indus

try or commerce was being conducted on the average of one 

every thirty-two hours. 

T^® U^iao Nacional das Estudantes (the National 

Student Union referred to as the UNE) became highly in

filtrated with active communists who were a constant 

source of agitation. Peasant Leagues of the Northeast, 



under such dynamic leaders as Francisco Juliao, were formed 

and crudely trained in guerilla warfare. Non-commissioned, 

officers of the three armed, forces held subversive meet

ings to discuss the take-over of the country. Late in 

1963f a revolt of the non-commissioned officers in Brasilia 

broke out, resulting in the arrest of the participants. 

Yet, even while amnesty was being granted to these troops, 

another revolt of sailors and, marines flared, up on March 

20, 1964. 

Leftist, firebrand politicians were steering the 

nation's political course to the brink of ruin by under

mining the basic institutions of national law. An un

controllable inflation saw the national economy collapse. 

A daily rise in the cost of living was the main cause of 

labor's unrest throughout the nation. During the pre

ceding two years, the cruzeiro-dollar exchange had de

valuated from CR $300 = US $1.00 to CR $2200 = US $1.00. 

United States and other foreign loans were reduced, to pulp 

once they had entered, the economy. It was wittily noted, 

on the streets that the Brazilian government spent CR $4.00 

in order to print a one-cruzeiro note. Landlords, being 

subject to fixed, rent control rates, were adversely affect

ed as leases could not be broken according to existing law.l 

^An example illustrates the issue: upon arriving in 



Service fees and, consumer goods prices rose tenfold. 

Food, processors caught in the squeeze would, often padlock 

the doors to their warehouses until the government food 

price control agency would allow an increase in price. 

These merchants often fell victim to hungry mobs which 

ransacked, their stores. Deaths were reported, in such up

heavals. Many times the army was called, out to quell 

these riots and, then handle distribution of the basic 

staples - rice, black beans, and. sugar - from heavily 

guarded military trucks. Queues, composed, of the wealthy 

as well as the poor, became every day occurrences through

out the cities and. rural towns. Business was conducted 

mainly under the table in hard, currency (i.e., currency of 

other nations possessing sound stable currency) terms. 

This was the day of the boneca,2 

Constitution of the nation's new capital in Brasilia 

was, no doubt, the prime factor contributing to the drain

age of funds from the National Treasury. Creation of this 

Rio de Janeiro, this writer contracted to rent an apart
ment at a fair price of CR $30,000 (US $100) per month. 
Two years later in June, 196^, this same amount, due to 
inflation, had, dropped to approximately US $20 per month, 

^Boneca is translated as "doll" but also means that a 
loan or contract would be negotiated in accordance iwth law 
in Brazilian currency at the current official Bank of Brazil 
rate, but the difference (boneca) between that official 
rate and the prevailing black market rate was agreed upon 
sub rosa. 



badly needed inland capital came at a time when an ambi

tious president pursued an industrial expansion program. 

Both projects were accomplished only in a hurried and 

slipshod manner. Emergency monies were sought to maintain 

the completed capital and the struggling new industries. 

As outward signs of extreme leftist tendencies in 

government appeared, foreign investors reined in their 

flow of capital funds. In the two years preceding the 

revolution, foreign investment fell from approximately 

$100,000,000 to $6,000,000. Foreign governments reacted 

more slowly on requests for loans as they observed, the 

political scene in Brazil. Further, the nation saw a 

mass exodus of private capital from within. Hasty legis

lation was enacted to slow the outflow of gold, but 

another loophole always appeared as a former one was 

plugged. 

Yet, social and stinictural reform of archaic govern

ment institutions were not being effected. VJhen reform 

was mentioned, it was presented, in such radical and, ex

treme forms that only anarchy would, result were it implement

ed. But, with such a situation in existence, a burning de

sire to retain a democratic system was demonstrated by nu

merous elements throughout society. Reaction to the peril 

of communist takeover took the form of massive protest 

demonstrations. 



Wit 

Until this time, the leaders of the armed forces felt 

that to preserve a democratic form of government they should 

not tamper with the machinery of governmental institutions. 

Upon witnessing the civilian reaction to the governmental 

system, a turnover was deemed necessary. Revolution was 

the only plausible solution. It came only as a last re

sort after normal democratic processes had failed to effect 

the political and social change so sorely needed. Communism 

had entered when chaos ruled, but an overpowering giant 

arose from his sleep and repelled the aggressor. That 

giant was everyman's basic desire for freedom. A sharp 

swing to the right created new problems for the revolution

ary government which found it necessary to implement a 

program of austerity. 



CHAPTER II 

THE SETTING OF THE CRISIS 

The crisis of 1964 had its roots partially in the 

construction of the new capital at Brasilia. This goal 

had been voiced by Brazilians as early as 1793. Far-

sighted legislators had seen the necessity for an inland 

capital. It would, retain a large portion of the population 

which had migrated to the mining areas of Ouro Preto and 

Diamantina. An inland capital would also act as a magnetic 

power which would attract further permanent settlers into 

the country's interior. But the desire to remain along 

the littoral proved to be a greater force; and, subsequently 

Rio de Janeiro, with closer access to the mining area, 

became the new capital when it replaced, Bahia. Upon the 

arrival of the Portuguese court in 1808, Rio flourished, 

and began to take its present day form through the erec

tion of magnificent parks and, malls. 

Jose'Bonifacio de Silva, advisor to Dom Pedro I 

(I821-I83I), was an ardent proponent of establishing a 

capital in the interior. Although there is no concrete 

evidence to substantiate the claim, he is considered 

responsible for the name "Brasilia." His ideas of moving 

the capital were somewhat Utopian. He envisioned a city 

of gold that would, bring unlimited opportunity to hundreds 
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of thousands of people. These people would settle those 

areas as yet seen only by the marauding and, romantic ban-

deirantes. Some Utopians like to compare this planned, 

movement with the exodus to the land, of Canaan. More 

practically, Brazilian Historian Francisco Adolfo de 

Varnhagen had, called, for a site to be located where the 

principle drainage systems of Brazil met, these being the 

Amazon, Parana and, Sao Francisco Rivers. Varnhagen's 

plan, somewhat modified, became law in the Constitution of 

1891 in which an article called for a site to be laid out 

on the central plateau in the State of Goias,-^ 

Only after Getulio Vargas' dictatorship ended in 19^5 

did the legislators actually approve transferral of the 

capital to the quadrilateral outlined fifty-five years 

earlier. The man most responsible for the actual creation 

of the capital city, Brasilia, was the ambitious Juscelino 

Kubitschek. With his ascension to the presidency in 1956, 

he immediate3-y announced, plans to commence construction, 

and, with the backing of the congress, work was started 

under the direction of Oscar Niemeyer and Lucia Costa, 

\ s quoted in Elizabeth Bishop, Brazil (New York: Time 
Incorporated, 1962), pp. 5^-57. Hereafter cited as Bishop, 
Brazil. Bandeirantes \jeve those explorers and conquerors 
who first penetrated the interior of the country. Through 
their efforts many Indian tribes were subdued, and placed 
into bonded servitude. 

file:///jeve


Niemeyer was In charge of building design whereas Costa 

dealt more with the overall plan of the airplane-shaped 

City. 

Ever since the initial ground-breaking ceremonies and 

its official inauguration less than four years later in 

April, i960, Brasilia has been under heavy attack. The 

tremendous cost of construction contributed to leading the 

nation into bankruptcy. The actual cost will, more than 

likely, never be determined. Estimates at present date 

range from US $6,000,000,000 to a figure of twice that 

amount.^ This spending was conducted under loosely-con

trolled guidance that saw millions being wasted or channelled 

off into private pockets of government officials and. finan

cial circles. Even Kubitschek himself lost his right to 

hold office for ten years due to his participation in these 

questionable financial dealings. A blatant example is his 

four-storied apartment home which was erected at a reputed 

cost of US $10,000,000 in the Ipanema district of Rio. 

This building was a joint construction project erected by 

the contractors who were awarded contracts during the three 

^avid Nasser, A Revolugao que Se Perdeu a Si Mesma; 
Diorio de um Reporter (Rio d.e Janeiro; Edipoes 0. Cruzeiro, 
1965), p. 93. flereafter cited as Nasser, A Revolucao. 
Nasser uses a figure of CR $600 billion. At the time of 
construction, the cruzeiro-dollar exchange rate was US $1.00-
CR $200.00. Also see; Ney Bianchi, "Autobiografia do 
Cruzeiro," Manchete. October 27, 1962, p. II5. Hereafter 
cited as Nasser, A Revolucao. 
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year round-the-clock building progrsim in Brasilia. It might 

be stated that this edifice was a gift to Kubitschek. 

Extravagant methods of transporting building materials 

to the hew capital site were constantly the source of at

tack by newspapermen and journalists. As there were no 

railroad lines and. only one road, much material and equip

ment was flown to the project. Over time wages were the 

rule rather than the exception. Signs of faulty workman

ship and. substitution of cheap material has already begun 

to appear. 

Once the dedication of Brasilia had taken place, the 

government was faced, with one new dilemma after another 

regarding Brasilia, Government employees balked, at having 

to move to this barren frontier. The intellectuals and. 

more responsible inhabitants showed concern for the chil

dren's education and the lack of (or distance from) material 

for research. As an extreme measure to counteract mass 

resignations from government posts, the congress established 

an unheard.-of incentive. Assignment in Brasilia, considered, 

hardship d.uty in the service of government, were compensated, 

by doubling the salary of employees transferred, there. 

Further, apartment rentals were approximately one-eighth of 

that in Rio. 

Capable deputies, ministers, and. senators became dis

enchanted with the forlorness of the new site, and, conse

quently quoinuns were often difficult to obtain in legislative 
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meetings. It was common knowledge that the legislature met 

from Tuesday through Thursday and many other offices re

scheduled their hours accordingly. Mass exodus commenced. 

Thursday afternoon with airlines running special flights on 

this day, Fridays, and Mondays,^ This fissure in the op

eration of government saw a minister trying to conduct the 

business of government with the majority of his staff in 

Rio while he officed in Brasilia with only a skeleton crew. 

Coordination of efforts became extremely difficult. With

out ad.equate housing or lines of communication back to Rio, 

chaos resulted in operations. As the drain on the treasury 

neared the point of bankruptcy, all building activity came 

to an abrupt halt; hence, movement of staffs to the new 

capital ceased. The crash-program of Kubitschek was ill-

planned, improperly controlled, and. a major factor in seeing 

a democratic government edge itself toward, political and 

economic collapse, A popular journalist of the day noted: 

"The government being isolated, from the people, one might 

consider it as a wandering gypsy,"6 

With the dedication of Brasilia completed, the nation 

turned, its eyes toward, the presidential election scheduled. 

having been "bumped" off of several flights during 
these days, the vrriter would, schedule trips to Brasilia on 
Tuesday and. return either Wednesday or Saturday in order to 
avoid "the big rush," 

6jjasser, A RevoluQao, p , 93* 
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for October 3, i960. The results were to dramatically 

affect the politics of 1964. The brilliant governor of the 

State of Sao Paulo,'Janio Quadros, was overwhelmingly 

elected, president of the republic by a landslide margin of 

more than six million votes over Mareshal Henrique Lett. 

Quadros was the first president not allied with the Vargas 

machine since its creation in 1935. He had cleaned, out 

graft and corruption within his state while at the same 

time embarking upon a massive industrialization program. 

Construction of hydroelectric plants and, tripling the high

way mileage in Sao Paulo was included in the project. 

Brazilians generally felt that his election would, bring a 

vast change in the government operations by ousting the 

corrupt Vargas machine and. thereby stabilizing an infla

tionary cruzeiro which x̂ as born vrith the Vargas administra-
7 

tion and grew steadily through subsequent administrations.' 

He immediately initiated a nationvride program of edu

cation, hydroelectric power, highway building, and, further 

^Bianchi, "Autobiografia," pp. II5-II6. The cruzeiro 
was created, October 5» 1942 with an exchange rate of US $1,00= 
CR |18, At the date of this article the rate was US $1,00= 
CR $700, One cruzeiro originally equalled. 1000 reals vrhich 
was the former ciirrency name. Such evidence of inflation is 
dramatically pointed, out when one sees that CR $10,00 (10,000 
mil-reis) at one time would, have purchased, governor's island, 
in Guanabara Bay or a vast tract of land, in the interior. 
During October, 1962, restaurant owners were forced to raise 
the price of a demi-tasse of coffee from CR $7 to CR $10, 
Coins of the centavo designation were driven out of circula
tion. 
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ind.ustrialization. This was well received, in the country, 

but when mention of tax and land reform were suggested, op

position arose. Outward signs of flirtation with leftist 

and communist regimes brought him under further attack, 

especially when the Cuban revolutionary, Che" Guevara, was 

awarded Brazil's highest decoration to foreigners, the Order 

of the Southern Cross. 

Carlos Lacerda, the controversial editor of the Rio de 

Janeiro newspaper, Tribuna da Imprensa, openly attacked 

Quadros for desiring additional powers for the presidency.° 

Janio shortly thereafter submitted, his resignation to the 

three military ministers, requesting them to deliver it to 

Congress. His calculated measure to obtain the additional 

powers backfired, when Congress silently accepted, his resig

nation on August 25 of the same year. Janio Quadros' note 

of resignation is neither clear nor coherent. It stated in 

essence that some internal and external forces and, groups 

had made it virtually impossible for him to direct a pro

gressive government." It is the opinion of many that the 

genius had. come to the edge of that thin line separating 

sanity from insanity. Crossing this line saw a tragic 

change in the personality of one of Brazil's potentially 

great leaders. 

bishop, Brazil, p, I3I. 

9Bishop, Brazil, p. 133. 
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The legal heir to the office was Vice-President Joao 

Goulart, the controlling power of Brazilian labor and 

former protege of Getulio Vargas. Goulart was in Red China 

on a trade mission at the time of Janio's resignation. The 

ministers of the armed forces issued a joint communique 

forbidding Goulart's return to the country to assume the 

presidency because of his left-leaning tendencies and "fre

quent inciting of trouble within the labor unions with 

obvious political aims contrary to the true interests of 

our labor classes."-̂ ^ Further, they claimed that Jango 

(Goulart) had openly allowed, infiltration by international 

communists and. known leftists into the Ministry of Labor as 

well as into the unions. While in Red. China he had. publicly 

expressed admiration for the political regime and. lauded the 

success of popular communes. Conservative and. moderate 

Brazilian leaders recognized, the peril of international 

communism which Brazil faced, and stated that agents of dis

order, dissention, and, anarchy would, only destroy the 

-'•̂ Joint Communique of the Three Military Ministers, 
Rio de Janeiro, August 30» 1961, reprinted, in Alberto Dines, 
Araujo Netto, Carlos Castelle Branco, et al, Os Idos de Marpo 
e a Queda em Abril (Rio de Janerio: Jose Alvaro Editora, 
S. A., 196^), pp. 387, Hereafter cited, as Joint Communique' 
in Dines, Os Idos. The first name is used by Brazilians in 
referring to well-known public figures. This same method, 
will be used, throughout this study. As seen in the above 
paragraph, Janio Quadros is simply referred, to as "Janio," 
Joao Goulart was popularly referred to by a contraction of 
his first and last names, "Jango," 

:<kii 
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Brazilian attempt to gain economic recovery and. resolve pro

blems of social injustice. Should those agents be allowed 

to operate within the country, more unrest, bloodshed, and 

aiTiied subversion would, come. This, they prophesied, would 

result in the fall of democratic institutions, liberty, 

social peace, and Christian culture. 

Joao Goulart, as President of the Republic 
which grants extensive power and authority to 
her chief executive, will undoubtedly allow him
self to become a powerful tool in the hands of 
those people whose aim is to see Brazil drowned, 
in chaos, anarchy, and, civil war. The armed 
forces being infiltrated with these agents will 
become nothing more than a communist militia. 
Therefore, the araied forces announce formal 
defiance of this invasion and. will maintain the 
public order as they are convinced, this is the 
desire of the patriotic and. Christian people 
of Brazil.-̂ -̂  

Thus, the Minister of the Navy, Vice-Admiral Silvio 

Heck, of the Army, Marshall Odilio Denys, and of the Air 

Force, Air-Brigadier Gabrel Griin Moss ordered. Goulart's 

arrest once he disembarked in Brazil. Jango's brother-in-

law, the governor of Rio Grande de Sul, Leonel Brizola, 

immediately began oft-used tactics of haranging the populace 

and lobbying the Congress to resist this move to prevent the 

vice-president's return, Brizola was prepared to fight if 

necessary. The three ministers had. overstepped their 

^^Joint Communique in Dines, Os Idos, pp, 387-388, 
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authority to be sure. However, the military's role in 

Brazilian politics has always been that of a "watch dog" 

and. not one of a governing body. When affairs in the 

government 'have reached critical states in the past, the 

military has stepped in, taken over the governing reins, 

controlled, communications, and undertaken whatever remedying 

measure d.eemed necessary to restore the public order. As 

soon as possible, it has returned control to civilian 

authority.-̂  Once again these conservatives felt it neces

sary to impose this extreme measure to protect the national 

security. Nevertheless, overall sentiment in the country 

lay with maintaining the constitution. Joao Goulart held, 

the legacy to the presidency. 

A compromise was stnick between the proponents of the 

militarist's action and the "constitutionalists." Goulart 

would be allowed, to return and. assume the presidency, but 

his power would be considerably red.uced. by the imposition 

of a parliamentary form of government on the existing presi

dential system. Goulart returned. September 7, 1961, and. 

shortly afterward, was inaugurated, president. Tancredo Neves, 

a Minister of Justice under Getulio, became Prime Minister.*''̂  

•'-̂ Ed.win Lieuwen, Arms and. Politics in Latin America 
(New York: Fred.erick A. Praeger, 1961), pp. 166-167. 

^3jeanne Kuebler, "Brazil: Democracy or Dictatorship?" 
Editorial Research Reports, January 26, 1966, p, 70. Here
after cited as Kuebler,"Brazil: Democracy or Dictatorship?" 
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Out of the compromise thus effected, only confusion 

could result. In a matter of days after the new government 

was inaugurated, Admiral Heck and other naval officers were 

arrested. From this time on outward signs of the leftist 

movement became increasingly noticeable. All the while, the 

government, as well as the citizens of Brazil, strove to 

abolish this dual system of government that had been forced 

upon the Republic. Political and. economic crisis intensified 

as the parliamentary government only produced a stalemate in 

conducting the affairs of state. 

The projection of the military into political affairs 

took on another dimension when rumors of communist infiltra

tion into the armed, forces became a reality. Word, of this 

first came in June, 1962, when General Souza Aguiar, Comman-

d.er of the Fourth Army stationed in Minas, denounced such 

activity in a message to the Minister of War. The war 

minister. General Viana, coolly announced, that the Army would 

not become involved, in politics. Ironically, at the same 

time the Commander of the First Army, Osvino Alves, had been 

openly pressuring labor unions to lobby for the election of 

Foreign Minister Santiago Dantos as the new Prime Minister, 

Dantos, a known socialist and, suspected facist who was a 

highly controversial figure in government circles, became 

the choice of Jango as well,-^^ Conservative groups as well 

^^Nasser, A Revolupao, pp, 103-104, Here, David Nasser 
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as certain sectors of the military and. churchmen (notably 

Dom Heider Camara, Archbishop of Rio) were violently op

posed. It was speculated, that his assumption of the prime 

ministership would, have divided the country immediately.-̂ 5 

Fortunately Brochado da Rocha, a moderate, was elected; 

Brazil had passed almost twenty days without a government. 

Upon this selection, the Goulart goverrjnent began an extreme 

swing to the left as Admiral Araujo Susano and General 

Reinaldo de CaiTvalho, both known leftists and. closely iden

tified, with Goulart, were appointed Ministers of the Navy 

and Air Force respectively.-̂ ^ To select another leftist to 

the War Ministry post would, have probably upset the equi

librium at this point, so General Nelson de Mello, a conser-

vative, anti-Vargas man, was appointed. 

General de Mello initiated an immediate campaign 

against the growing leftist threat. He turned, to the leaders 

decries this "leader of treason, the American Laval, the 
fifth columnist," and asks, "Do we really need, this in
gredient in our political strogonoff?" 

-̂ M̂urilo Melo Filho, "Jango Quer San Thiago," Manchete, 
June 30, 1962, p. 103. 

•'•̂ Antonio Machado, "Segundo Gabinete da Republica," 0 
Cruzeiro, July 28, 1962, pp. 118-120, The writer remembers 
quite vividly the mass resignation of eleven admirals upon 
hearing of the appointment of Susano, It must be pointed 
out how this move impaled the naval organization as these 
men for the most part were staunch democrats. With their 
absence, the vacant posts were filled with other left-
leaning admirals of "yes-men," Susano himself vjas consid
ered a "yes-man" of the president's. 
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of the business community and asked for their support. His 

successful efforts in thwarting a Goulart ta,ke-over of the 

Guanabara State Government were effected, under considerable 

pressure. Goulart's aim in this action was primarily to un

seat his arch-enemy. Governor Carlos Lacerda. 

To explain this new crisis in synopsis form, Rio at 

this time was undergoing a severe food shortage. Endless 

queues were everyday occurrences throughout the city-state. 

At appointed, hours, army caissons would arrive at designated 

points where army personnel sold rations of rice, beans, 

and. sugar. Riots on small scale bases broke out in some 

outlying sectors. In Niteroi, actual bloodshed occurred as 

private warehouses were pillaged. To witness such an out

break is not pleasant, as it evokes simultaneous emotions 

of sympathy and anger—sympathy for the hungry and anger 

over the wanton destiniction of private property.^^ indig

nation toward, a government that cannot control food ceiling 

prices must be displayed, through sympathy to the merchant 

food, broker who will bankrupt himself should he release the 

food, to the consumer market. How can this point of morality 

be resolved.? 

At this same time, another "crisis" was approaching. 

No doubt, more attention was directed, toward this event 

17Artur de Souza, "0 Circulo da Feme," Manchete, 
June 30, 1962, pp, 36-39. 
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than those of governmental affairs. The prestige of Brazil 

was at stake; the news media gave every available inch of 

space to complete coverage. The public consumed, it in over

dose measures and. momentarily seemed, to forget their hunger 

and the political crisis. With "Pole"" being unable to play, 

would. Brazil once again be able to capture the World. Soccer 

Championship in Santiago? Throughout the tournament they 

performed, respectably and found themselves pitted against 

Czechoslovakia in the finals. Through the magnificent ef

forts of "Didi," "Vava," Maurao, the invincible (and prolific) 

Garrincha, and. Amarildo, the master of the impossible, who 

was credited, with scoring the winning goal, the team returned, 

to Rio victorious to reign again as world, champions. Fifty 

thousand fans gathered at Galeae International Airport to 

greet the victors. Over a million lauded and. cheered them 

as the motorcade edged, through the city. 

The uproar, cannon salutes, and fireworks would, have 

made one believe revolution, indeed had broken out in Brazil. 

For the moment, Brazil was in her glory, "Soccer is indeed, 

the true politics of Brazil,"remarked, an observer of the 

day.-*-̂  Only by noting such an event as has been described. 

can the temperament of the Brazilian personality be felt. 

1̂ "0 Memento Supremo," Manchete, June 30, 1962, pp, 12-
25. 
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In this temperament one sees a certain amount of apathy and 

passiveness while noting a strong nationalistic pride. Mixed 

into this composition is an air of Latin c^vlety and carefree-

ness. Nevertheless, other passions were present and. would, 

soon be released in the political arena. 

By late I962, Goulart appeared to be gaining ground, in 

his drive to abolish the parliamentary system. The labor 

unions began to intensify lobbying activities in Brasilia 

in his behalf. General Osvino Alves, a left-leaning Army 

official, and Ex-President Kubitschek began to push for a 

shift back to the presidential system.-'-̂  This movement was 

opposed. ,by the Army Officers Association, as its members 

sensed, Jango's desire to obtain dictatorial power. Further, 

General Olimpio Maurao Filho, the ne-i\r commanding general of 

the Fourth Army, uncovered a plot for his own assassination 

in Sao Paulo, This was disclosed, in a report which also 

revealed, a mass comin.unist infiltration and conspiracy with-

?o in the Third Army troops stationed in Santa Maria, 

Clearly a move was in progress to round out Goulart's 

appointments of leftists into the military ministries by 

•'-̂ Liquidapao de Slstemiia Parlamentarista No Pais," 
0 Cruzeiro, July 28, I962, pp. 108-110. 

20>'Como Se Originou a RebeliaOj" Kr noliete (Edif;ao 
Historlca), April, 196̂ -, p. 26. The coricien^^ uas th^t 
while Jango was not a communist, he vras a npeciec of a 
Faust. He had sold, his soul to the devil but did not re
ceive Margarita in retur.n. 

fr 
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ousting Nelson de Mello. Candido Aragao, a boisterous, 

forceful admiral, was appointed. Commandant of the Marine 

Corps. Then much to the consternation of the democrats, 

several more admirals and high ranking officers in the naval 

establishment were relieved of their commands and. posts. 

Jose Luis da Silva was appointed Chefe da Estado Mai or 

(Chief of Naval Operations). He and Admiral Susano had. been 

classmates in the Naval Academy some forty years earlier and 

on several occasions had. been cellmates when temporarily 

imprisoned, during a Vargas coup. Admiral Jose Luis was a 

naval man; not a politician. For this reason, in spite of 

his politics, many officers demonstrated their loyalty to 

21 

him and remained on active d.uty. 

General Maurao Filho revealed, that as early as Septem

ber 8, 1962, plans had been initiated for a revolution in 

the event the government should, continue to swing to the left 

and. become ensnared in the clutches of communism. Generals 

Nelson de Mello, Ulhoa Cintra, Dario Coelho, Grun Moss, 

Alves Bastes, Oswaldo Cordeiro de Farias, Maurao, himself, 

and Admiral Heck were the initial planners of the coup which 

would, take place some eighteen months later.'̂ ^ These men 

2lAdmiral Jose Luis da Silva in conversation with 
author, April, 1963. 

^^"Como Se Originou a Rebeliao," Manchete (Edipao 
Historica), April, 1964, p. 27, 
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became firm in their convictions as Goulart replaced a number. 

of conservatives in the military establishment with leftists 

when the United States commenced its blockade of Cuba in 

October. This action was taken under the guise of reorgani

zing the ground force structure should a serious crisis 

develop within the Americas, Jango at this time announced 

in a television interview with the North American Radio and 

Television reporter, David. Susskind, that Brazil was defin

itely opposed to any intervention in Cuba by the United States. 

At the same time he made it quite clear that Brazil desired 

continued aid from the Alliance for Progress.^3 

Meanwhile, congressional and gubernatorial elections 

of October 7, 1962, gave Jango ample political power to 

guarantee a return to the presidential system in a plebiscite 

to be held in January of the following year. The majority 

of candidates ad.vocating the return were elected to their 

respective posts. Kubitschek, having been reelected, to the 

Senate, was the acknowledged leader of the movement. Polit

ical speculation saw in these efforts an attempt to place 

him back into the limelight as a presidential candidate in 

the 1965 elections. 

A highlight of the elections was Janio Quadros' try for 

a new bid as governor of Sao Paulo. Columnist upon columnist 

23"Jango Para Americano Ver," Manchete, October 27, I962, 
pp. 89-90. 
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referred to him with the most venomous of adjectives such 

as "schizophrenic" and "treasonous buzzard."^^ His preten

tions were humiliatingly uprooted with the victory of Ademar 

de Barros who returned to the governorship for the third 

time. It was generally felt that Quadros' former staff of 

build.ers and engineers had been replaced by opportunists and 

petty politicians. Ademar had. been considered a good admin

istrator, although considerable graft had. existed during his 

previous administrations. With this victory, he, too, was 

placed into contention for the presidential elections in 

1965. 

While mod.erates gained, gubernatorial positions in many 

states, the leftists made some inroads.^ In the northeast, 

the leftist element generally retained, its control. The 

senate race in Pernambuco saw Governor Miguel Arraes' can

didates gain both seats. Arraes, a good, administrator and. 

considered an ultra-leftist, will be discussed, at a later 

point. Through the support of labor and the Peasant Leagues, 

ArraeS/upset the landowners'candidate, Joao Cleofas. A 

right wing surprise victory was won in Bahia by Lomanto 

^His dark features imposed, upon a slightly stooped 
physique resemble a buzzard, to the political cartoonist. 
See Nasser, A Revolucao, p. l49. 

^^Murilo Melo Filho, "Assim Falaram as Urnas," 
Manchete, October 27, I962, p. 36. Hereafter cited as Melo 
Filho, "Assim Falaram." 
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Junior, winning through rural support. Still, the most 

successful candidates were to the left. 

In Rio Grande do Sul, Brizola's candidate for the 

governorship lost to the conservative opposition who elected 

Ildo Meneghetti. Yet, Brizola himself secured a seat in the 

Chamber of Deputies as a representative from Guanabara by a 

large plurality. Lopocoelho, Lacerda's candidate for vice-

governor in Guanabara, lost to leftist Eloy Dutra.^^ 

The senatorial elections in Guanabara proved, to be ex

citing. The very capable Gilberto Marinho was re-elected to 

his post. Ex-governor of Bahia, Juraci Magalhaes, was de

feated in his bid as a senatorial candidate from Guanabara. 

Although the candidate was the choice of Lacerda, his op

ponent, Aurelio Viana of Alagoaias, seemed, to represent the 

overall opinion of most "cariocas." Juraci was more than 

likely defeated for two reasons. Although a good administra

tor and right winger, he had done little for the poor in 

Bahia. VJith the drought in the northeast, a great many of 

these people had moved, to Rio in search of employment. Then, 

old-time citizens of Rio felt he was not familiar enough 

with the problems of their city-state to qualify him as a 

26 
Dutra's daughter, Sonya, was Brizola's close compan

ion. Brazil's politics offer interesting mixtures and 
alliances. 
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good senator.̂ "7 

In the State of Rio de Janeiro Badger Silveira won over 

five candidates among whom was political strongman Tenorio 
28 

Calvalcanti. Once again it appeared that tranquility and 

constructive work within the government would prevail. As 

the move toward revolution progressed, each of these person

alities played an important role. 

A sufficient number of d.emocrats had been elected, but 

the cry of the extreme leftist began to rise within a short 

time. "Reform" would be the word repeated louder every day. 

This is the word, which communists seem to utilize the most 

in their drive to wrest power from the present governing 

27 
'Author's conversations with numerous Favela dwellers, 

domestics, businessmen, public servants, and Gilberto Marinho, 
April, 1963. Also see: Melo Filho, "Assim Falaram," Manchete, 
pp. 39; 41-42. 

Governor Lacerda's political philosophy has been mis
understood constantly by the poor. With agitation from the 
Brizola quarter, this wouldf lead, to the defeat of many of the 
candidates to whom he lent support. 

A candidate must establish a 90-d.ay residence in a 
state to qualify as a candidate in political races. 

2%enorio is a figure who so beautifully typifies the 
changing political scene in Brazil—he being of the old. 
guard of "caciques." Always dressed, in a black bolero hat, 
black suit, and. floor length black cape (which conceals an 
ever-present machine gun), he displays in his pointed, white-
bearded face the personification of cunningness, villainy, 
treachery, and. iniquity. Accompanied, by two "pistol-toting" 
negros dressed, in white tropical linen suits, he is the 
object of ridicule by the educated, and. held, in awe by the 
ignorant. The man is a living legend,—the subject of dis
cussion in every circle. 
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body. Lead.ers in the military, though, were formulating 

plans for intervention in the event that Goulart allowed the 

communist and leftist activity to get out of hand. 

The country now waited impatiently for the plebiscite 

on parliamentary government to be held. January 6, I963. An 

ind.ependent survey cond.ucted by the magazine 0 Cruzeiro con

cluded that ninety-two percent of the populace desired to 

abolish the parliamentary system,^ and the prognosis was 

accurate. The governing body could breathe once again as 

the dead-lock on government administration had. been broken. 

Perhaps the following article, "On Burros," might sum up the 

national scene as Brazil entered into a new year. 

The burro is the greatest patriot of Brazil. 
The country sees him a patient beast. With ears 
between his legs, he maintains a firm pace as he 
tills the virgin land where the tractor cannot 
come. The man whom he carries up the mountain 
sees him conserving his resources; sees him a 
tame, meek, useful, and calm beast while refusing 
to admit that beneath him moves the real coloni
zer of this virgin land. 

I have seen many burros in my life as a 
farmer. There are burros that resemble Benedito 
Valladares who with evangelical patience so often 
silenced injustice; surrounding him are jack
asses less docile who can "fix a fine" such as a 
Brizola with four hoofs; timid pack animals such 
as the mountain donkey who resemble Tencredo 
Neves; burros that pull the cart such as General 

29jose Belim, "Plebiscite de '0 Cruzeiro'," 0 Cruzeiro, 
January 5. 1963. PP. 8-14. 
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Osvino; burros that remind, one of the vestiges 
of a stud racer such as Lacerda; the real stub
born group of burros in their silly yet admirable 
formation such as a group of Magalhaes Pintos; 
happy ones such as Juscelino; very sad jackasses 
such as Jango; burros pure of origin without a 
mark of degeneracy such as Cleofas; burros, very 
fat, satisfied and, authentic such as Juraci; the 
Franciscan burro who carries an impossible des
tiny, the sun, and. a friar such as Lopo Coelho; 
as ass full of alacrity such as Eloy Dutra; or a 
meloncholy jack such as Carvalho Pinto. There is 
an old burro, Ademar, and a burro with blinders 
such as General Kruel. 

Then there is a burro such as I, who re
mains in a bestial prayer of slumber while this 
country continues to be guid.ed by burros upon 
burros.30 

But politics were not the only question of the day. In 

the Northeast the situation became critical. In his inaug

ural message to the legislature of the state of Pernambuco 

on January 3I1 1963. Governor Miguel Arraes embarked imme

diately upon the subject of social and economic injustice. 

He recalled, that once this Northeast region was one of the 

most highly developed and richest areas in the world, due to 

the sugar production. During the l6th and 17th centuries 

some of the wealthiest families in the world, were formed, 

and. massive estates created, as a result of this economic 

phemomenon. During the 18th century the development of the 

30]sjasser, A Revolucao, p, l62. The translation of this 
article by the present author is as Nasser meant it. 
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area slowed to a snail's pace. Consolidation of economic 

and social powers were channelled, into the hands of two per

cent of the population who ended up controlling over fifty 

percent of all arable lands. Whereas labor had formerly 

been performed by slaves, it was now performed by peasants 

who had scarcely been elevated, from serfdom. 

Arraes called, for an immediate rebellion to change this 

social and economic order. He pointed, out with a great deal 

of accuracy several examples of foreign interests exploiting 

the resources in the area. Realistically, he saw the con

sequences if the foreign capital were suddenly withdrawn. 

Only an adequate planning board with authority from the fed

eral government could replace the foreign exploiter, who, 

while stimulating some commercial activity, was pushing the 

mass population into a deeper state of misery and substan

dard living. According to him, Brazil was once again rapidly 

becoming victim to colonization and. mercantilism, Arraes 

called, upon the soul of Getulio Vargas to solidify his argu

ment. He recalled Vargas'last statement concerning the 

losing battle Brazil was fighting against the international 

group of financiers. The Alliance for Progress was a noble 

idea and, had. provided 3.Q00 houses, but 26,000 more were 

need.ed.. He chided. the Alianpa for creating an illusion 

that 3,000 houses would, be sufficient. Schools had to be 

constructed, by the dozens in order to continue the march to 
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complete freed.om. Illiteracy had to be erased and. with it 

would go that group who desire only to maintain the status 

quo.̂ "'' 

The reform movement had received, the catalytic innocu-

lation necessary to release the energy to project it forward. 

The conditions of servitude described are harsh facts of 

truth. On a number of visits into the rural areas, one ex

periences a great deal of mixed, emotions regarding existing 

social cond.itions. The peasant in most cases is in a d.e-

lemma if a school is located in the vicinity: he can allow 

his children to attend classes; but, with the absence of 

that ad.d.itional labor needed, in the field, he experiences 

a marked red.uction in income and. food, for his family. The 

"company store" is very much in existence and. more times than 

not allows the peon more credit than he can ever repay. In 

remote areas, the patron is often the administrator of bap

tisms, marriages, and. the last rites; the judge and juror, 

should, a dispute need, be settled, among peasants; the mili

tarist, in the event of encroachment upon his estate by 

outsid.ers. Life is dependent upon the patron's decision.-^^ 

•̂̂ -Enio Silveira (ed.), Palavra de Arraes: Textos de 
Miguel Arraes (Rio de Janeiro: Editora Civilizasao Brasil-
eira, S, A.. I965), pp. 9-24. Hereafter cited as Silveira, 
Palavra de Arraes. 

32A good example is the^case of Ireneu Sampaio, a 
grandson of the Baron of Maua who received several tracts 
of land during the period when Brazil was an empire. The 
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Absentee ownership left a great number of landowners ignor

ant of actual condition existent in the area. Further, an 

eight year drought had wrought starvation and created a mass 

exodus from the northeast. It is necessary to und.erstand 

the socio-economic conditions in the region in order to 

place the reform movement in its proper perspective.33 

Miguel Arraes in his first year compiled a most impres

sive record, in development projects. At the same time he 

was able to operate within a published budget and show a 

small surplus of CR $1,000,000 at the end of the year. 

tract was some twenty square leagues (5600 Sq, miles). Over 
this vast area resided some three-hundred families who lived, 
in five separate camps (or villages). Each family was pro-
vid.ed. with approximately ten acres of land, for personal use— 
j..^., they could, use it for cultivation of food, for personal 
use with any excess being sold, to traders who passed, along 
the river quarter-annually. Two beeves were allotted, to 
each family. Other domestic livestock and. wild, game supple
mented, the diet. One half-day of each week plus Sunday was 
set aside for each peasant. This alloxued him time to attend 
to his own domain. His annual salary was approximately 
$50,00, The rest of his time was devoted, to operation of 
the cattle ranch. 

This is an extremely liberal policy administered by a 
progressive "fazendeiro." There is little doubt that this 
will remain the same for the next decade or so due to the 
inland, remoteness of the ranch. This information was ob
tained through numerous conversations with Sampaio, his son, 
and. the ranch hands when this writer travelled, a number of 
times to their ranches located, in Sergipe and. Mate Grosso. 

33Active ownership is beautifully described in two 
popular works: Gilberto Freyre's The Mansions and, the 
Shanties and, Jorge Amado's Gabriela: Clove and Cinnamon, 
Reluctance to accept progress is the underlying thought in 
both works. Loss of the latifundist's holdings are the 
projected result. 
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Electric energy in kilowatt hours rose sixty-one percent, 

2052 ad.dition kilometers of highways were placed into oper

ation, and public health services were extend.ed. to great 

number of villages in the interior. This latter service 

inolud.ed medical care, innoculations, establishment of water 

and sewerage lines, and. public laundries. One hundred fifty-

nine new schools were established. Tax collection rose 

eighty-five percent.3^ 

It is difficult to form an opinion of such a contro

versial figure as Miguel Arraes. Morally, it appears that 

his actions in d.evelopment were justified. But to what end. 

would this action lead.? In order to rally support, he used, 

familiar firebrand, demagogic tactics and his pronouncements 

were certainly of a marxist flavor. Was it possibly the 

structure of an economy known as the "Brazilian Mix?" This 

is a mixture of capitalism, socialism, and. in agricultural 

areas, outright communism. Totalitarianism would, never work, 

but a strong man endowed with ample authority would, be nec

essary to supervise development projects within the Northeast. 

Arraes had. gained, that power. He was a sharp contrast to 

the ineffectual, blundering Goulart, 

34silveria, Palavra de Arraes, pp, 114-130. This is 
Arraes' financial report to the State Assembly after the 
first year of his administrations operations. It was pre
sented on March 15, I963, 
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Arraes' power was given a broad, base by the efforts of 

two other men, Francisco Juliao, who concentrated, on scial 

development, and, Celso Furtado, on the economic development, 

Juliao, a lavjyer who became a senator, first organized. 

Peasant Leagues in 1954 and. saw them slowly grow into a 

small, hardshell group by the time of the i960 elections, 

I was this group that lent the bulk of the northeastern 

support to Mareshal Lett during that election year. With 

Arraes' rise to power, membership in the League mushroomed, 

into tens of thousand.s, 

Juliao formulated, the general outline of the League's 

objectives quite simply. Political unification of the pea

sants to combat the feudal land, tenure system would be 

followed, by the enactment of the laws that would afford, pro

tection to the peasants from the latifundistas. Huge estates 

would, be broken up in a vast sweeping agrarian reform movement 

with the smaller tracts being distributed, to the peasants,-̂ -̂  

Juliao's articles and. speeches were quite allegorical and, 

evoked, a deep feeling of sympathy in the recipient's heart. 

He seemed, to follow the line of Mao Tse Tung more so than 

the Bolshevik, Still, he differed quite radically in that 

he allocates a definite place for God, in his self-styled 

ideology. For this reason a large number of parish priests 

^•^Francisco Juliao, Alforria, (Rio de Janeiro: 
Editora Civilizasao Brasileira, S. A., I965), PP. 4-6. 
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and friars of the Catholic Church are among Juliano's fol

lowers. Politically, Juliao allied, the League to the spirit 

of Getulio Vargas, Mareshal Lett, Miguel Arraes, and Joao 

Goulart. Here, no doubt, lies one of the reasons for his 

downfall once the revolution got underway. Jango cooperated 

with this political support and. authorized, the establishment 

of the Superintendency of Agrian Reform (SUPRA) which the 

League so desperately needed in order to fulfill its ob

jectives. 

Meanwhile, an economic recovery program had. been insti

tuted several years before Goulart came into the Presidency. 

There had. existed, an ever-increasing economic fissure bet

ween the 600,000 square mile Northeast and. the remainder of 

the inhabited, land mass of Brazil which was d.eveloping its 

ind.ustry and agriculture at a great rate of speed. To bring 

that area's standard, of living up to and. even par with the 

remaind.er of the country, the Superintendency for the Devel

opment of the Northeast (SUDENE) had. been created, by the 

Federal Government in 1959. As outlined by Arraes, educa

tion would, have to see an influx of teachers. Ind.ustry and, 

agriculture would require assistance of the technical spe

cialist, the engineer and. the agronomist respectively. 

Social scientists were needed, equally as well to assist 

in fulfilling the objectives of the program,-̂  

36joao Gonpalves de Souza, "SUDENE," Americas, p. 12. 
Hereafter cited as de Souza, "SUDENE." 
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More specifically SUDENE'S principal functions, upon 

its inception, were presented by its chief administrative 

officer. Joao Goncalves de Souza very concisely showed that 

the program was designed: 

(1) to study and. propose guidelines for the dev
elopment of the Northeast; 

(2) to supervise, coordinate, and control the 
creation and. execution of those projects en
trusted, to federal agencies in the regions 
that are specifically related to its devel
opment; 

(3) to carry out, directly or through agreement 
or contract, those projects related to the 
d.evelopment of the Northeast that it is 
legally empowered to undertake; 

(4) to coordinate national and. foreign programs 
of technical and financial assistance to 
the Northeast; and, 

(5) to stimulate investment of local and national 
savings into the region.37 

In the latter part of 1962, the brilliant and youthful 

economist, Celso Furtado, brought together the efforts and. 

resources of the Northeast state governments, the federal 

government, foreign governments, and. international agencies 

interested, in development of this region, Furtado, the 

former director of SUDENE, submitted his three-year plan, 

Piano Furtado, which in essence, was an expanded version of 

the guidelines SUDENE had, been following. He ad.vocated. in 

rather sweeping terms three broad, objectives: 

(1) intensification of the growth of the Brazil
ian economy; 

37de Souza, "SUDENE," Americas, p, 12, 
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(2) reduce social difficulty in becoming orien
tated to this development; and 

(3) furnish maximum stability to the economy 
through progressive elimination of the ram
pant Inflation that was present.3B 

To place into effect a plan of such magnitude, each 

cabinet minister would, outline his department's contribution 

to .the plan. Upon receipt of these plans, a list of prior

ities would be established. An example would see health 

measures such as sewage disposal and. water purification 

take precedence over hydroelectric projects which in turn 

might precede road, building. Road building programs estab

lished an ord.er of precedence that would, first allow linking 

the capitals of the Northeast with those of Central and 

Southern capitals followed, by roads leading from prod.uction 

centers to port cities.39 

Implementation of this program would, be strictly con

trolled, by "Minister-without-Portfolio" Furtado who was 

acting in the capacity of an official representative of the 

Goulart government. He felt that rigid, control over the 

cambio (currency exchange) would, have to be exercised on a 

d.ual basis by the Minister of the Treasury and, himself. As 

the government was heavily committed, to previous subsidies 

^ Celso Furtado, "Ministro sem Pasta mas com Pianos," 
Manchete. October 27, 1962, pp. 80-81, Hereafter cited as 
iFurtado, "Ministro sem Pasta," 

39Furtad,o, "Ministro sem Pasta," Manchete, p, 81, Also, 
see d.e Souza, "SUDENE," Americas, p, iW. 
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and Investments, it would either have to reduce these com

mitments or allow inflation to continue in order to have 

sufficient funds with which to carry out this project. 

Furtado envisioned a revised, taxation system wherein the 

wealthy class of society would, bear the burden of new taxes 

to be collected. This was due to the reasoning that since 

the poor were taxed, to the hilt; since rich and. poor alike 

I)aid the same consumer tax; since purchases of televisions, 

automobiles and other luxury items continued, to increase; 

it was only just to assume that the middle and, .certainly, 

the upper income groups had the resources to pay heavy taxes. 

He recommended the absolute necessity and. urgency of immed

iate implementation of social and. agrarian reforms. These 

forceful pronouncements brought the wealth of the landowning 

element of society to their feet. They decried, him as a 

Marxist and enemy who was bent on destroying the established, 

ord.er and economy of Brazil.̂ •'• 

The general plan was enacted, into law during this 

period. It called, for outright expropriation of twenty 

kilometers of all unproductive lands bordering federal high

ways and railroads. Any land that vias d.eveloped. for non-

economic purposes also was to be seized. Certain exceptions, 

naturally, were included, in the decree such as property with

in city limits, inhabited villages, properties less than 500 

40Furtad,o, "Ministro sem Pasta," Manchete, p, 82, 

Furtado, "Ministro sem Pasta," Manchete, p, 82. 
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hectares (1235 acres) military installations, producing 

plants or factories. Lands would, be sold, to peasants pos

sessing some knowledge or skill of the agriculture or 

husbandry occupations. Little or no compensation would be 

awarded to the former owner.^^ 

Celso Furtado, educated at Cambridge and. the Sorbonne, 

is regarded, by most obsei*vers with mixed, emotions. He 

appears to be of the "Brazilian Mix" school and is feverishly 

dedicated to the super-development of his country. With his 

presentation of "Piano Furtado," the United States Agency 

of International Development responded by committing a series 

of loans to the program in the collective amount of 

$131,000,000 late in 1962.^^ France, Israel, and Japan also 

Dines, Os Idos de Mar.co, pp. 388-391. (This is a 
reproduction of Articles 1 and. 3 of the Presidential Decree 
which established, the Superintendency of Agrarian Policy. 
By authority of Article 87, item 1, of the Federal Constitu
tion and Law No. 3-365 of June 21, 194l, Article l47 of the 
Constitution and. Law 4132 of September 10, I962, were modi
fied, to include the government's right to expropriate the 
above mentioned, lands). 

An example of "non-economic" land, would, be the Gavea 
Golf and. Country Club which lies on the outskirts of Rio. 
It bounds the littoral highway leading out of the city which 
will eventually run to Santo, Santa Cataina, and. eventually, 
Porto Alegre. 

V/ithin a week after this law was decreed, value of ̂  
the shares of stock in the only other golf club, Itanhanga 
Golf Clube, rose almost one hundred, percent. 

"The most beautiful golf course in the world" found 
itself a potential victim to either urban construction or 
the farmer's plow. It was an appalling nightmare to the 
world of golf. 

^3de Souza, "SUDENE," Americas, p. 15. 
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placed loans and technicians in this development program. 

Nevertheless, this talented coordinator with his dream of a 

rising socialist society left much to be d.esired if capi

talism were to survive. 

One of Celso iF̂ irtad.o's greatest critics was Agusto 

Frederico Schmidt, author, poet, journalist, and. master of 

the irony. First of all, he d.eclared. that the "Piano 

Furtado" was no plan at all. The CR $2.4 trillion (CR $800 

billion annually) that the three-year plan designated to 

come from commerce and. industry was the amount that this 

sector need.ed. to continue production and expansion. Salar

ies had. to be augmented, expenses continued to rise as did 

taxes and imports; therefore, money from this sector was 

unavailable. Raising the import tariff as called for by the 

plan would, supposedly bring CR $140 billion annually to off

set a portion of the CR $3,5 trillion budget established, by 

the plan. In I963, the banks had to cover CR $300 billion 

as required, by law. It was they who also had to furnish 

CR $316.7 billion to industry and CR $ll6,4 to private indi

viduals thus totalling CR $433.1, They could not make up 

another CR $367 billion to cover the annual CR $800 million 

payment necessary from Brazilian banking quarters. Whereas 

Furtado called for outside loans of US $2.1 billion, Schmidt 

allowed for only US $1,5 billion in that exports were not as 

high as anticipated, and previous interests on loans, if 

honored, by the Goulart government, had to be met in order to 

ms» 



40 

obtain additional funds. In essence, the money was not 

there to undertake such a program of this magnitude.^^ 

The restriction on remission of profits was enacted at 

this time. Only a small percentage of profits gained by a 

foreign owned, company could be remitted to the parent com

pany. Foreign investors viewed, this as a possible sign of 

the government reformer's contemplating not only expropria

tion of vacant property, but also expropriation of industries 

This feeling was well founded. Leonel Brizola, the radical 

brother-in-law of Goulart, was constantly decrying foreign 

investors and lauding himself for masterminding the expro

priation of International Telephone and Telegraph's sub

sidiary company in Rio Grande de Sul while he had. been the 

governor of that state. Foreign investment slowed, to a 

mere trickle. 

It is now much more apparent how the state of affairs 

stood, in light of a deficit budget constantly staring the 

government in its face. With outside assistance coming 

rather reluctantly and. a reform program contradictory to 

d.emocratic and. capitalist ideals, Joao Goulart had only one 

^^Augusto Frederico Schmidt, Preludio a Revolucao 
(Rio d.e Janeiro: Edicoes do Val, l^l-), pp.'To^^. Here
after cited as Schmidt, Preludio. Schmidt was noted for 
his work BabiIonia vxhich was written upon the eve of the 
inauguration of Brasilia. The title itself indicates his 
feeling toward the construction of a new capital at the 
time when the country was undergoing a period of financial 
duress. 
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alternative course to pursue in maintaining his country's 

fiscal structure. It was necessary to have American Bank

note Company and Thomas d.e la Rue, Ltd., activate their 

printing presses. The government would, await shipment of 

additional currency notes. A tornado could, not have scat

tered the paper money in a more disorderly fashion or have 

created, a spiral any higher in the sky than did. Jango's in

competent fiscal planners. "It is not possible to live 

Indefinitely in this 'Reign of Stupidity,'" wrote Agusto 

Schmidt.^^ 

^Schmidt, Preludio, p. 85. 



CHAPTER III 

> THE IMMEDIATE BACKGROUND 

With parliamentarianism cast to the wind, Joao Goulart 

departed from his attempts to solidify conservative and. 

liberal factions. SUPRA received, authorization to commence 

reform activities. The CGT stepped up strike activities as 

each week passed. Rallies were convoked as often as twice 

a week by agitators who called, for salary increases and 

withdrawal of foreign interests from the commercial and in

dustrial communities within Brazil. Congress listened to 

the lengthy tirades and filibusters of the reformists who 

were led by the untiring Leonel Brizola.^" 

The spirit of Getulio was revived, by the radical left

ist in his addresses to the masses, Dissention among the 

leftists, though, was evident, Luis Carlos Prestos, leader 

of the outlawed. Brazilian Communist Party, outwardly scorned, 

the radicals'tactics to gain consolidation of power. Prestos, 

firmly indoctrinated, in the Moscow line, called, for a more 

moderate stance applying pressure more slowly and. regaining 

legal recognition of his party. While Arraes favored, leftist 

^^It appears that the mark of a truly devoted, Brazilian 
politician is not the conciseness and, clarity of his argu
ment, but the lengthy and. repetitious manner of presentation. 
For example Goulart's speeches, dynamic as they were, often 
lasted, from two to three hours with no interruption. Ora
tion is a more physical than mental skill. For the listener, 
it is one of endurance. 
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progress through more democratic channels, the extremist 

Brizola openly called for a people's armed revolution in 

ord.er to implement a reform program. Conservatives in Con

gress and in the cabinet were accused, of selling out Brazil 

to the foreign interests. The successful revolution of Fidel 

Castro was constantly used to illustrate the fact that a 

Latin American government could, successfully oust aristocra

tic and. foreign d.omination of an.economy.^'''' 

To avoid, further dissention among the left, a familiar 

compromise bargain was struck. The aforementioned, groups 

would, accept Goulart as their leader with the understanding 

that he would, rid the cabinet of conservatives and. establish 

a "nationalist" government. The new cabinet in turn would. 

d.edicate itself to adopting and. implementing the stinictural 

reforms called, for by the left. "Confiscation" and "expro

priation," as previously seen, were key words in this reform 

movement. Having been exposed, to this constant haranging 

for weeks upon end, a large portion of weary Brazilians, 

victimized, by the rigors of continuing inflation, came to 

accept the leftist theory in the hope that this new consoli

dation would, end. political and, more importantly, economic 

chaos. 

^'^Radio speech by Brizola, June 12, 1963. See: Adirson 
de Barros, "Por Que Jango Caiu," 0 Cruzeiro-Extra, April 10, 
1964, p. 10. 
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A number of armed rebellions broke out against the 

great landholders in the Northeast. Few deaths were reported, 

but destruction of crops served, to plunge the region into 

further d.estitud.e. Rumor began to circulate that these small 

revolts were being led. by Castro-trained guerrillas. The 

enemy foreigner and his Brazilian ally, the conservative 

landholder, were forced into a life-or-d.eath struggle for 

their existence. 

Political activity against the Goulart regime accelerated 

in many quarters of society. The most outspoken and powerful 

of Goulart's enemies was the energetic Carlos Lacerda, Gov

ernor of Guanabara, Lacerda was inured to oppression and. 

violence which was occurring in Brazilian life during those 

days. In his former capacity as editor of the right wing 

Tribuna da Imprensa, he had. bitterly attacked, the adminis

tration of Getulio Vargas and. at one time found, himself the 

target of an unsuccessful assassination plot, Lacerda's 

constant barrage of criticism upon the Vargas and. Quadros 

administrations led. to such pressure and. public resentment 

that many Brazilians felt this action was one of the primary 

48 
The young army major, Rubems Vaz, standing at Lacerda's 

side fell dead as the assassins bullet fell short of its mark. 
Today a traffic tunnel in Rio bears the name of Major Rubems 
Vaz, It is a useful public memorial. The street upon which 
this writes resided, also bore the same name. 

It was proved, without a doubt that the assassin, Gre-
gorio, was the trusted and faithful body guard of Getulio 
Vargas. He vras released from prison late in 1965. thirteen 
years after the murder occurred. 
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reasons that both administrations ended so abruptly. Thus, 

Lacerda come to be the target of a great deal of criticism 

from the devotees and followers of Getulio and. Janio, 

As a federal deputy, Lacerda was recognized, as a leader 

of the democratic forces that constantly fought corruption 

and. the leftist movement within the government. In some 

quarters he has been pictured, as a right wing fanatic. Yet 

throughout one of his publications. The Povrer of Ideas, he 

held that all ideologies and. political elements maybe toler

ated within a democracy, but allowed that no faction may 

dominate the whole society,^9 

Fanatics are generally viewed by society with a great 

d.eal of skepticism. Often they are subjected, to ridicule 

and, consequently, cannot command the respect and. stature 

necessary for total effective leadership. Were it not for 

his outstanding record, of progressivism in government and 

unquestioned honesty, Lacerda would, have rapidly faded, into 

the past as an obscure political malcontent. Intensive ed

ucation programs that were actually implemented, and. success

ful massive urban renewal programs that witnessed, removal of 

thousand.s of families from squalid favela dwellings to those 

of modern sanitary ones in Villa Kennedy through assistance 

from "Alianpa para Progreso" are strong evidence of this 

^^Carlos Lacerda, 0 Poder das Id.eias (Rio de Janeiro: 
Distribuidora Record Editora, Ltda,, 1962), p, 87, 
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progressive governor's sincere desire to serve his people. 

Carlos Lacerda has lent encouragement of the sciences 

and made actual contributions to the arts through several 

published works of prose and political writing. He has 

translated a number of Broadway plays into Portuguese.^^ 

These are only a few examples of the many-faceted life which 

this man has led. 

Without a doubt, Lacerda was most desirous to see a 

Brazil a nation for Brazilians. Outside interests were 

welcome to enter and. to engage in the development program 

of the nation but the game had to be played according to 

the rules that Brazil established. Lacerda has been re

garded as a friend, to the Western powers, but he also has 

been quick to criticize any of these powers when he felt 

that they jeopardized Brazil's growth or placed, the country 

in a subordinate position. Outspokenness created, antagonism. 

Antagonism toward a person prevents him from ascending to 

the position that he should, be accorded, within the struc

ture of society. It is this negative quality, known as 

lack of statemanship and diplomacy, vrhich has prevented. 

Lacerda from attaining that highest office. 

The latest of these plays has been the highly suc
cessful production starring Rudy Vallee and Robert Morse 
in "How to Succeed, in Business without Really Trying." 
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The Federal Government appeared to be quite persistent 

in its efforts to subdue Lacerda and his allies, among whom 

was Ademar de Barros, the governor of Sao Paulo. Political 

garroting was initiated when use of the radio and. television 

communication media were forbidden to this group by presi

dential decree in July, 1963.-51 The opposition resorted to 

using full page newpaper advertisements to illustrate their 

view concerning the existing affairs of state. Excerpts of 

these ads from the Tribuna de Imprensa during the first 

week in July, 1963, provides an accurate picture of existing 

conditions in Lacerda's "Letter to the People." Lacerda 

d.enounced. the conspiracy conducted by the communists and. 

their companions against the efforts and integrity of the 

honorable State Government of Guanabara. Realizing that 

the conspiracy was primarily aimed, at himself, he would, not 

react to their false accusations of a "subversive trying to 

undermine the legality of the federal government."^^ 

Fed.eral intervention under the military had been ini

tiated,, thus causing a serious situation within the state, 

Lacerda pointed, out that it was the citizen who would ul

timately lose unless some type of reaction were implemented, 

in order to prevent cessation of the state administration. 

5lDines, Os Idos, pp, 117-178, 

^^Carlos Lacerda, "Letra Abrida ao Povo," Tribuna da 
Imprensa," July 6, I963, p, 9, Hereafter cited as Lacerda 
"Letra Abrida," 
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Rather boastfully, he implied that the opposition was 

jealous of the growing prestige gained by the Guanabara gov

ernment which had successfully solved, her problems while 

the Fed.eral Government had not been able to do so. The Fed

eral Government in effect was passively allowing subversive 

groups to promote deterioration of legal authority under the 

disguise of nationalism. Lacerda pointed out the increasing 

provocations and. shameful maneuvers of the Federal Govern

ment's attack upon Guanabara as if it were actually waging 

a war against an enemy nation. Under this state of seige, 

food supplies were cut off from the city-state. Strikes were 

rampant and conducted, to promote chaos and justify violence. 

The state was cut off and. federal government appropriations 

voted, by the congress were withheld. 

Rather melodramatically, Lacerda warned the citizens 

of Rio that the thieves, communists, and, incapable politicians 

of the federal government were prepared to demobilize and. 

discredit the state administration. Calling upon God's pro

tection and. asking assistance from the citizens, he pledged, 

that state government would, continue to function in a pro

gressive manner and would, defend itself ,-̂ ^ 

Tensions and. restiveness produced a rebellion in Bra

silia early in the morning of September 12, I963. Six 

^^Lacerda, "Letra Abrida", Tribuna da Imprensa, p, 9. 
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hundred non-commissioned officers in the navy and air force 

armed themselves and seized control of the city. Communica

tion medlas as well as strategic sectors of the city, the 

naval ministry building, the airport, and police headquarters, 

were taken over. Backdropped with the sound of scattered 

machine gun fire, officers of the three armed services found 

themselves under arrest on the doorsteps of their homes. 

Mass confusion resulted, as the rebels issued, no communiques 

during the incipient stages of this action. Brasilia was 

completely out of contact with the rest of the world. 

The rebels, as it turned out, were members of military 

associations which came to possess a certain amount of in

fluence within political circles. One member had, been 

elected, to the Chamber of Deputies in the fall elections of 

the previous year. As it turned out, several other non

commissioned, officers were barred, from holding public office 

the previous day, September 11. A few hours after their 

commanding officers had. issued, the order, several labor 

unions cond.ucted, a two-hour strike in sympathy with the 

enlisted men's desire to hold, public office. As the Presi-

d.ent of the Republic and. the military commander of Brasilia 

were away from Brasilia on routine business, the time was 

right to stage a rebellion.^ 

^^enedito Coutinho, "Historia de uma Crise que Comenpou 
com Janio," 0 Cruzeiro, October 26, 1963. P. 18, Hereafter 
cited, as Coutinho, "Historia de uma Crise," 
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Once word reached them, the three military ministers 

Issued an ultimatum demanding the surrender of the rebel

lious troops. Their arrest was ordered. By noon of the 

55 

same day the rebels surrendered. This was the first at

tempt by the leftist elements to employ use of the armed 

forces in attaining their intended objective. Senate Presi-

d.ent Moura Andrade issued a short statement which summed, up 

the state of affairs to this point: 

Protest strikes against our courts and. the 
legislators are being held in open disrespect of 
the Brazilian Constitution. Illegal organiza
tions and agitators are creating disorder and 
remain unpunished, thus allowing the nation to 
remain in a state of political turmoil and, 
suffer loss of economic strength. There is no 
denying that the gravest type of subversion is 
presently being conducted, in Brazil. We can 
stand, for this no longer. Democracy has to 
defend, itself. The armed forces, who uphold, 
our d.emocratic institutions, must know that 
those^who represent those institutions defend, 
them.^^ 

On this same day, the CGT threatened to conduct a 

nationwide strid.e in sympathy to the sergeants' cause. Joao 

55Amaury Kruel, as a result of criticizing the CGT, was 
replaced by General Jair Dantas Ribeiro, Admiral Suzano was 
replaced by the more moderate Sylvio Mota, 

It is generally felt that the latter's appointment was 
temporary because of his old age and faltering health. Such 
an appointment would ease the tension that vias mounting 
within the naval establishment. 

General Reinaldo de Carvalho remained in his post as 
the Minister of the Air Force, For further information see: 
"Os Segredos do Planalto," 0 Cruzeiro, July 6, 1963. P. 10. 

56iiiconstitupao Disrespeitado' diz Moura Andrade." 
Correio da Manha (Rio de Janeiro), September l4, 1963. P. 1. 
Hereafter cited as "'Constitupao Disrespeitado'," 
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Goulart returned to Rio and met with labor union leaders. 

He, too, agreed with them in allowing that"certain struc

tural ref 03?ms" were needed. He concurred that the right to 

hold office should be given the non-commissioned officers.̂ "̂  

At this juncture, Josep Broz Tito of Yugoslavia arrived in 

Brazil on state visit during the third week of September. 

A sentiment of ill-will permeated the nation prior to*and 

d.uring the visit. Many foresaw this visit as only another 

step in allying the nation with the Soviet bloc and ultim

ately, with communism. Little news coverage was given this 

event. Most of the visit took place in Brasilia, with one 

rapid, side trip to Goiana, the capital of Goias. This in

cident actually allowed, the government to declare a tem

porary truce between the labor unions and their enemies in 

order to provid.e a reasonably pleasant visit for Marshal 

Tito.^ With this meeting between the two heads of state, 

predictions were made that Goulart was moving toward, the 

left. Two years previously, he had. made contact with Mao 

Tse Tung and Chou En Lai in Peking. The question most often 

asked, was '̂ Who next among the communist nations will streng

then their relation with Brazil?" 

Then, two bombshells exploded almost simultaneously in 

face of the Goulart government. First, Governor Lacerda, 

57niconstitU9ao Disrespeitado'", Correio da Manha, p, 1 

^^coutinho, "Historia de um Crise," 0 Cruzeiro, p, 18, 
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in an Interview with a reporter from the Los Angeles Times. 

announced that with times so perilous in Brazil, the only 

possible attitude and subsequent action one might take was 

"to jump off of the train and wait."^^ q^hen the general of 

the Second. Army, Peri Bevilacqua, most vehemently attacked, 

the CGT. He accused, it of committing subversive acts against 

the public security. In the case of Lacerda, the three 

military ministers issued, a joint communique" condemning him 

for his statement. They accused, him of conspiring to under

mine the Federal Government. But Governor Ademar de Barros 

of Sao Paulo backed. Lacerda when he announced, that the gov

ernment in power had. virtually become ineffectual, inflation 

lay unchecked, and the plight of the laborer lay in the hands 

of the leftist leaders. The leftist would ultimately sub-
60 

d.ue labror through destruction of personal liberties. 

As a result of his fiery speech. General Peri was rep

rimanded by War Minister Jair Dantas, Afte37V7ard.s he returned 

to his post in Sao Paulo, His action, though, had enough 

repercussion to bring other undecided high ranking officers 

to the side of the revolutionaries in the event that govern

ment activities got out of hand, A great deal of support 

59coutinho, "Historia de um Crise." 0 Crr^zeiro, p, 18, 

^\ilson Gomes, "Ademar: Uniao com Lacerda e Espiritual," 
0 Cruzeiro, October 26, I963. PP. 16-17. 

m^L: 
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was lent to this group when Mareshal Eiirioo Dutra, the former 

president of Brazil, broke a thirteen year period of silence 

and publicly supported Peri's action. The commanders of the 

Third and Fourth Armies followed suit. On his arrival in 

Sao Paulo, Peri was given a rousing welcome by a large number 

of the populous. He must have deduced that the Federal Gov

ernment was about to establish a state of seige in Guanabara 

and accordingly notified the governor, Sao Paulo would cer

tainly be next in line to.come under Federal attack due to 

Ad.emar's support of Lacerda, Subsequently, several officers 

in command of ground, forces notified General Jair that they 

would, have no part in upholding the Federal Government's or 

"any subversive group's" illegal action against a state 

government. The CGT was listed, among these "subversive 

groups,""^ 

Meanwhile, the bank employees union called, a strike that 

would, prove disastrous to the economy. If effected, it 

would, have halted, all financial activity within the country. 

Hopin_g to persuade bank directors to give in to the d.erjia.nds 

of their employees, Goulart moved, his residence to the old 

presidential palace in Rio. Using this crisis as a T:&dse to 

gain entrance into Rio de Janeiro, rumors circulated, that 

actual intervention by the Goulart governiient into st̂ ite 

Coutinho, "Historia de um Crise," 0_.9p':'£?-}'2^ V- '^^'^ 
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government affairs was about to begin. Fortunately, the 

Regional Tribunal of Labor declared the bank strike to be 

Illegal, thus easing the tension in that particular phase 

of the crisis. Yet, Goulart remained, quartered in Larangeiras 
62 

Palace. 

The President, desirous of placing himself in Brazil's 

history as the great reformer, watched, as his dream slowly 

faded. He was advised that if he introduced his reforms into 

the old. economic structure of government, he would, have to 

resign or be impeached. For this reason, he felt that some 

administrative changes were necessary. To prevent impeach

ment, he d.eclared a state of seige (martial law) throughout 

the country. Guanabara and. Sao Paulo would, be dealt with 

first of all. The military ministers voiced strong approval 

of such action. Goulart was felt to have the general in

terest of the people foremost in his mind. Consequently, the 

order of intervention was signed, -̂  Governor Ademar de 

Barros issued a statement which blamed. Goulart for the con

fused, state of affairs. "How can he the President justify 

augmentation of a stevedore's monthly salary to exceed. CR 

6^"Legalidad.e: Palavra Chave da Crise Politica." 0 
Cruzeiro, October 26, 1963. PP. I6-I7. 

^\belardo Jurema, Sexta-Feira, 13; Os_ Ultimos Dias do 
Governo Joao Goulart (Rio de Janeiro: Edipoes 0 Cnizeiro, 
196^}, pp. 131-133. Hereafter cited as Jurema, Sexta-Feira, 
22. Here Jurema, the Minister of Justice, recounted the 
mounting hours of tension that he spent with the President, 

'iiSi.> 
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$500,000 and a Petrobras truck driver's CR $140,000 vjhereas 

a government chauffer's amounts to only CR $30,000?" he 

asked. There was no reason for him d.eclaring martial law 

when there existed virtually no civil disorder or external 

war. A number of strikes were occurring and. it was the 

military's responsibility to subdue the function of state 

governments who could, not cope with the strikers. As far 

as an alliance with Lacerda to conspire against the Fed.eral 

Government was concerned, Ademar announced, that Lacerda was 

entitled as a citizen of a democratic country to voice his 

own opinion. He allowed, that he and, La.cerda were political 

adversaries but had. allied only in a spiritual union of up

holding democratic institutions. This was not being done by 

the Federal Government, 

Lacerda met with his staff at the Governor's Palace and 

decided, upon a plan to ignore Goulart's action. October 4 

would, be a day planned, for inspecting the public works of 

the State. The first visit was scheduled for 6:00 A. M. 

with a visit to the Miguel Couto State Hospital in a nor

thern suburb. Minister of Justice Jurema relayed orders 

calling for a platoon of paratroopers to arrest Lacerda just 

as he arrived at the site of his first schediO.ed visit. 

hnison Gomes, "Adheniar: Unif̂ o ecu Lacerda e 
Espiritual," 0 Cruzeiro, p. 17. 
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Gaining recruits for this mission proved to be somewhat 

difficult; the paratroop commander met with several refusals 

from members of his .staff before a lieutenant-colonel was 

persuad.ed to enter the plan and gather enough recruits. To 

his good fortune, Lacerda received, several telephone calls 

within the hour, informing him of the plot. 

The following morning at 5:30 A. M., he left his apart

ment and proceeded to the state hospital for a routine in

spection of facilities. When the inspection had been 

completed and. several comments had. been issued, to the news

paper reporters, Lacerda entered his automobile and. embarked. 

for another scheduled inspection. No sooner had he departed 

when two trucks filled with the paratroopers arrived in 

front of the hospital. The plot had failed.^ 

'-•̂̂  While Lacerda's itinerary carried, him to various public 

work sites, Goulart arrived, in Brasilia, The President 

quickly convened, a meeting of leaders in the Senate and, the 

Chamber and, soon after he sent his request to initiate the 

seige to the Chamber of Deputies, The Justice Committee 

went into debate. To the surprise of an anxious nation, it 

was the radicals and. leftists who first announced, opposition 

to the request. The moderates were quick to join thus, making 

^"De Como Plantar Rosas no Sjftio," 0 Cruzeiro, 
October 26, 1963, pp. 92-93. 
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unanimous the d.eclsion to revoke Goulart's request. On Mon

day morning, Goulart announced he would withdraw his request 

for the seige. The.reasons he gave were threefold. First, 

the fierceness with which Congress reacted to it would have 

caused him to lose support from that body. Secondly, the 

strong opposition of State governors was too ove??whelming, 

and lastly, the military ministers were divided in opinion 

in regards to administering martial law should it have been 

implemented. The most serious effect of his withdrawal was 

to see Congress' patience worn thin with the Chief Executive."^ 

With his grasp on governmental controls weakening, 

Goulart entered into a period, of reshuffling ministers of 

government agencies and. military commanders. He was losing 

control over leftist elements as they felt he was not acting 

rapidly enough to enact reform legislation. At this point 

the nation witnessed, strong growing resistance to the pre

sident's sti*uggle to retain power. 

During the first two weeks of October, Miguel Arraes 

was making final preparations for an outdoor meeting of 

Brazil's leftist leaders. The meeting was scheduled for 

October 23, 1963, in the city of Recife, the capital of 

Pernambuco, The commanding general of the Fourth Army 

Benedito Continho, Carlos Leonam, Wilson Gomes, et 
al, "A Crise d.o Sitio," 0 Cruzeiro, October 26, I963, P. 13. 
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(which was stationed in the area) strongly suggested, that 

the meeting be held within an enclosed, area to prevent pos

sible outbreaks and. disruption of the peace, but Arraes let 

it be known that he would hold, the meeting wherever he pleased. 

As the appointed day arrived, General Justine Alves, the com-

mander, scheduled military training maneuvers within the 

city and, consequently, prevented, the meeting from taking 

place, ' 

New pressures were being brought against General Peri 

Bevilaqua, the Commander of the Second. Army, to resign his 

post. A workable solution appeared, momentarily as Goulart 

68 
proposed to reappoint him as Chief of the Armed Forces Staff.°° 

By this action, the president would retain the support of 

the conservative element within the armed, forces. Goulart 

hesitated for a month before acting, for some doubt remained 

as to whether this reassignment would, create an adverse re

action. 

During the thirty-day period between October 25 and 

November 25 other d.evelopments occurred which set back Joao 

Goulart severely. First, the People's Mobilization Front, 

an ultra-nationalist group that had been formed during this 

6'^Silveira, Palavra de Arraes, p, S6. 

6S"Sao Paulo: Teste do Regime," 0 Cruze_iro, October 26, 

1963. PP. 92-93. 
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recent period of unrest withdrew its support. Its members 

were outraged by General Peri's attack on the CGT and other 

69 

leftists groups. .As Goulart did not relieve Peri immedi

ately from his command, they broke away from the Goulart 

machine. Then, Leonel Brizola stepped, up his pace of de

livering reactionary radio speeches attacking the president's 

procrastination. 

Congress asserted, its power over the president by re

sisting his demands to change the constitution which would 

allow his reform program to be implemented. It was the 

opinion of many congressmen that the new programs, if imple

mented, would, allow Goulart to assume dictatorial power."̂ ^ 

This refusal would counteract a new leftist campaign which 

maintained, that reforms could, only be enacted, if Goulart 

remained, in the presid.ency and a powerful cabinet were in

stalled.. As Brazil's constitution stipulates that a 

president cannot succeed himself, this resistance move had 

a legal base. The proposed, changes would, permit reelection, 

among other provisions. 

Goulart then established, a master plan to counteract 

the conservatives defense. He announced that the cabinet 

would, be reshuffled, and several changes in procedure would. 

69 ^"Jango Reforpa Sous Propositos Reformistas," 0 
Cruzeiro, December 14, I963, pp. 55-5^. î ereafter cited as 
*'Jango Reforpa," 

70"Jango Reforpa," 0 Cruzeiro, p, 5^, 



59 

be made after Congress recessed, on November 15 to allow 

immediate enactment of his reform program. Congress counter-
ft 

acted this move when Senate President Moura Andrade called 

it into an emergency session on November 16.''-*- To support 

Congress, Carlos Lacerda announced, on the same day his 

candidacy for the presidency in the October, 1965 elections.' 

Premature as it was, this action lent support to the conser

vative drive to block Goulart's efforts. 

In retaliation, Goulart finally relieved. General Peri 

from his Second. Army Command on November 17, replacing him 

with Amaury Kruel, the former War Minister.'-̂  Goulart 

asked labor to rally to his cause during a speech to the 

metalworkers union on November 18, in which he also severely 

criticized congressional leaders for calling the emergency 

session. This action, he asserted, indicated that Congress 

was und.ermining his efforts to solve the nation's problems. 

Labor groups rallied, for the moment when they campaigned, 
74 

for the dismissal of Vlar Minister Jair Dantas Ribeiro. 

'̂ •̂ •"Jango Reforpa," 0 Cruzeiro, p. 55. 

"̂ "̂Magalhaes Resiste a Lacerda na UDN," 0 Cruzeiro, 
December l4, 1964, p. 56, 

"̂ -̂ "OQue Jango nao Quis Ouvir," Manchete (Edipao 
Historica), April, 1964, p, 26, 

74 -
Nasser, A Revolupao, p, 3II. 
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Goulart saw this be an inopportune moment to accede to 

such a request, but did satisfy labor's d.emand,s for military 

changes, Candid.o Aragao vras elevated to the General Command 

of the Marine Corps, Reaction throughout the Naval Estab

lishment was violent. Many marine officers refused, to serve 

under Aragao and. were arrested,. Naval officers circulated, 

a petition denouncing this appointment. This reaction was 

viewed, as a crisis by the President,''̂ -5 The crisis provided, 

a pretext for him to make changes in key personnel positions 

to strengthen his military support. Some officers, such as 

the paratroop commander who refused, to take part in Lacerda's 

arrest, were relieved, of their posts. At the same time, the 

officers who were contemplatin-g the revolution suffered, a 

reverse. 

To round out the thirty-day period, of acquiescing to 

the conservative and, leftist d,emand.s, Joao Goulart issued, 

ad.ditional orders. Although the leftists uexe not content 

with the appointment of General Krmel, he placated them 

with an extreme move in Guanabara. The police in that state 

were nationalized, thus leavi.ng Lacerd.a i-rithout Military 

support and the citizens of this city-state vrithout police 

\ord of this appointment iias received in U. S. liaval 
Mission headquarters, located in the Navy Ministry buildiii-. 
Almost immediately, a swarm of Brazilian ofi'icer.s c- "o in vo 
explain to the Chief of the Mission hdj critical tiie prate 
of naval affairs might becoroe. Also see: l:a.3r.cr, A 
_Revolu.Qao, p. 3̂ -7• 
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pj^oteotion until the order was rescinded. Lastly, labor 

union leaders were authorized to press Congress to call for 

a plebiscite authorizing the desired structural reforms 

within the government system.''^ Some of these reforms have 

previously been mentioned. Others called for legalizing 

the Communist Party and for granting the right to vote to 

illiterates.'''̂  

Ad.d.ed to this campaign was the threat of a general 

strike throughout the country. It was scheduled for the 

early part of January if a new salary increase were not 

granted to all workers before then,"̂ ^ Although organized 

labor appeared to be the force behind, the presid.ent's 

machine, it was difficult to discern who controlled, who 

since Goulart had, greatly strengthened, his military support. 

As the fateful year of 1964 was ushered, in, Brazil's 

problems could be viewed, with anything but optimism, "Na

tionalism" was the key word, behind, the leftist drive to 

power. Very closely allied, with this nationalistic drive 

were blueprints of reform programs that called for expropri

ation of uncultivated, lands and. foreign owned, interests. 

l^MQGT Campanha em Brasilia," 0 Globo, (Rio de Janeiro), 
November 29. 1963, p. 1/. 

"̂ "̂ "CGT Campanha em Brasilia," 0 Globo, (Rio de Janeiro), 
November 29, 1963, p. 1/. 

'̂ "̂CGT Campanha em Brasilia," 0 Globo, (Rio de Janeiro), 
November 29. I963. p. 15. 
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Agitation for open rebellion against the landovmers class 

and conservative lead.ership in the armed forces and in

dustry were clearly a part of the program, "̂^ It is 

necessary to recount a number of events during January and. 

February in ord.er to see how this blueprint became a re

ality. ̂ 0 

Early in January President Goulart signed a decree which 

gave Petrobras, the government-owned oil company, a monopoly 

over the importation of crud.e oil. As Brazil had yet to un

cover any notable reservoirs of oil, this meant that private 

and foreign-owned refineries were forced, to purchase petrol

eum from Petrobras. A simultaneous announcement of the 

proposed, expropriation of foreign-owned, public utility com

panies led. the rqfiners to believe they were next on the list, 

Goulart acknowledged, that these companies had been of some 

value in aiding the devlopment of Brazil, The time had. 

arrived, though, he remarked, when they had. become obsolete 

^^raujo Netto, "A Paisagem" in Os Idos de Marpo, p, 20, 
Hereafter cited as Netto, "A Paisagem," Close alignment 
with the Chinese Communist bloc was openly displayed, as the 
Red. Chinese government opened, a trade show in Niteroi, the 
capital of Rio de Janeiro state, 

^^The cost of living continued to rise. To illustrate: 
it was noted on January 31, 1964, that the rate of exchange 
had soared, to US $1,00=CR $1410,00, One dozen eggs had 
doubled, in price since the previous year to CR $600, Like
wise, a kilo of shrimp had risen to CR $1000 while a bottle 
of beer in northern Brazil had reached CR $500. Rent had 
d.oubled while the elementary school teacher still earned 
her previous years salary: CR $12,000 per month. 
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and could no longer assist in the country's future progress.®^ 

Goulart next undertook to establish control of this gov

ernment corporation. General Albino Silva, the president of 

Petrobras, was charged, with fraud by two Goulart-appointed 

directors of the company. A congressional committee was 

appointed to investigate these charges. During the hearing, 

Silva showed how certain funds had been misused, though not 

for the purposes of self-enrichment. He revealed, also how 

radical leftists had. come to assume key positions within the 

company and. had. channelled funds outside the company struc

ture to assist subversive elements in their campaign to seize 

control of the nation. As the president of a corporation is 

ultimately responsible for the success or failure of a con

cern so, too, did. Silva bear the blame for this misuse of 

funds. He was dismissed. General Osvion Ferreira Alves, a 
op 

known leftist, was installed as the new president. It is 

evident that control of a monopoly such as Petrobras would. 

allow subversives to cut off every engine throughout the 

country at any given moment. Goulart now had that control. 

In other parts, newspapers carried, stories of armed, 

clashes between peasants and, landowners in the northeast. 

Loss of lives and destruction of crops were reported almost 

every day. This insensateness vras abetted by agitators em-

•̂••Netto "A Paisagem" in Os Idos de Margo, p, 25, 

62Netto, "A Paisagem" in Os Idos de Marpo, p, 20, 
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ploying radio communication media. Brizola announced the 

formation of a new front to aid the nationalists cause. 

Cell groups known as "The Groups of Eleven" held secret 

meetings in which plans were laid for "carrying out the lib

eration of the country."^3 

Brizola claimed that many of its alleged. 200,000 members 

had been trained, in guerilla warfare. Leaflets found in 

military barracks throughout the country called, for the non

commissioned officers' assistance in ridding Brazil of "the 

western imperialist forces that were bleeding the country to 

d.eath." Leftist congressional leaders surmised, these 

events to be indicators that popular support was calling for 

the reform program. Bills were introd.uced that would legal-

ize expropriation of lands as called for by SUPRA. Further, 

recognition of the Communist Party was sent to the appropri-

ate congressional committee. 

Elsewhere, the Sailors and Marine Association conducted 

a campaign against the naval ministry. Demands for better 

food, for freed.om to engage in political activities, and to 

allow non-rated seamen the privilege of getting married were 

registered among their complaints. A sympathy strike was 

^^"Esquerdas Jogam Arraes Contra Brizola," 0 Cruzeiro, 
February 2, 1954, p.'^l03. 

^^Schmidt, Preludio, p. 121, 

^^Netto, "A Paisagem" in Os Idos de Margo, p. 25, 
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held by workers in the Naval Armory at the same time.^^ rpĵ^̂g 

Is the first Instance of labor actually meshing its efforts 

with those of the radical non-commissioned officers in the 

armed forces. Up until this time, pressure was brought to 

bear upon the military by the labor groups and, conversely, 

pressure of the officer corps brought upon labor. It is 

from this point forvxard that labor and. the non-commissioned 

ranks of the military became closely allied, in the nationalist 

cause. 

The CGT issued a proclamation that a mass demonstration 

of laborers would be held, in Rio d.e Janeiro on March 13, 1964. 

President Goulart would be the honored, guest speaker and in 

the presence of all would, sign important documents that would 

lead the nationalist cause forTjard.̂ '̂  At this same time a 

convention of South American labor leader was to meet at 

Belo Horizonte, the capital of Minas Gerais. However, Gover

nor Magalhaes Pinto was petitioned, by the citizens of the 

city and the state to forbid this meeting. When governor 

acceded to their wishes, the meeting was transferred to 

Brasilia, where the federal government provided the ne

cessary facilities, Magalhaes Pinto's refusal served to add 

more fuel to the agitators' cause. They viewed this as 

S6Jurema, Sgxta Feirâ , 13. P. 135-

^7jurema, Sexta Feira, 22» P- 146-147. Also see: 
Netto, "A Paisagem" in Os Idos" de Marco, p, 21, 

mik^. 



se 
another blockade in their efforts to "liberate labor from 

exploitation."^^ 

On the twenty-fifth of February, the CGT sched.uled a 

d.emonstration in Belo Horizonte to protest Magalhaes Pinto's 

action. As delegations arrived, the citizens actually at

tacked them in the streets. Leonel Brizola, never missing 

an opportunity to indulge in rabble-rousing, arrived in Belo 

Horizonte early in the evening under a heavy marine escort. 

It appears that Admiral Aragao, upon hearing of the violence 

d.irected toward the delegates, issued an order to provide 

protection for Brizola. Disregarding the heavy marine es

cort, a mob assailed. Brizola and. his entourage. They were 

forced, to flee to the airport. In their wake, though, two 

8Q 

lay d.ead. and forty injured. ^ This action was the first in

stance of the people's attempt openly to repulse the leftist 

force. Reaction to this incident came in the formation of 

patriotic organizations throughout the nation. This was 

a strong indicator that the public had. become aware of the 

approaching crisis. A change was to come. 

^%etto, "A Paisagem" in Os Idos de Margo, p. 17. 

%urema, Sexta-Feira. 13. p. 135. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE BEGINNING OF THE REVOLUTION 

Recent presidents have recognized the fact that Brazil 

was an underd.eveloped nation and acted on it. Juscelino 

Kubitschek scattered monumental works fitfully throughout 

the country. Janio Quadros conducted numerous inquiries and. 

investigations into the economy during his short seven month 

administration suggestive or reforms to come. But the Goulart 

administration had. accomplished nothing under the parliamen

tary system; it would have been difficult for any person to 

direct a progressive administration under the circumstances. 

Because his accomplishments were negative, he became the tar

get of much criticism from every quarter of the citizenry. 

Many saw Goulart as an intelligent, astute, and. vigorous 

person who was feared, by his numerous adversaries. However, 

he vjas skilled, in the art of politics and had welded to

gether a strong organization. The component parts of his 

machine varied in quality; nevertheless, the machine appeared 

to be moving forward, and, began to grind, out the foundation 

upon which the road to his reform would be laid. The ple

biscite restoring the presidential system aided him immea

surably. 

Within the framework lay plans for hydro-electric plants 

from north to south. Investment outlay in agricultural 

equipment, intensive education programs in the rural areas, 

67 
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a network of fed.eral highways, and progress in gaining con

trol of private petroleum refineries had already been imple

mented. Now he mad.e ad.vancements in elementary education 

and called upon expert advisors to assist him in rescheduling 

payment of foreign debts. Along with the latter, Goulart 

Implemented a new economic course which was designed to lift 

Brazil from her financial plight.^^ 

Such a bold and vigorous program caused, many conserva

tives to wince. Suspicion rose from other sectors. Goulart's 

own supporters feared repercussions from a program of such 

magnitude that was scheduled for such a short period of time. 

Congress needed more time to consider these projects than 

Goulart would allow. Possibly, this is the crux of the pro

blem which developed, into a conflict between the executive 

and. legislative branches. The congressional body contained, 

representatives of numerous political parties, each with its 

own interpretation of his plans. Such a divergence of opin

ion was the cause of much irritation to the chief executive. 

He was d.esirous of initiating the reform program immediately. 

90Jurema, Sexta-^Feira. 13. P. l4l. As Minister of 
Justice Jurema was present at every staff meeting held by 
the President, it is felt that this source is of prime im
portance in interpreting Goulart's actions. Jurema and Darci 
Ribeiro, Goulart's advisor, are considered to have been the 
two men closest to the President, Both were highly qualified 
men, Abelardo Jurema was considered to be one of the top 
jurists within the nation while Darci Ribeiro was from the 
academic quarter. He was a vrell known professor of eco
nomics and political science. Unfortunately, no material 
written by Ribeiro was available to this writer. 
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Congress needed time to evaluate. With his patience growing 

thin, he instructed his chief advisor. Professor Darci 

Ribeiro, to prepare carefully a message to Congress, The 

message was to spell out the details of the program. The 

various ministers of his cabinet were not consulted until 

the draft was completed,^ 

The president calculated, that Congress would, react more 

rapidly if the people d.emonstrated. their approval of his pro

gram. For this reason, he elected to stage the mass rally 

in one of Rio de Janeiro's public plazas on March 13, 1964 

as related, earlier. Other rallies were scheduled in Minas 

Gerais, Pernambuco, Porto Alegre and Sao Paulo. As this 

rally was scheduled in conjunction with the labor rally 

previously scheduled, contacts were made with union leaders 

and. the two events became one. The timing was right as the 

open air rally would, occur on Friday the 13th, the day before 

Congress was scheduled to reconvene. Further, such a rally 

held, in Guanabara would, serve to convince the state governor 

who the real leader of the people was. Possibly this action 

would cause his opponents to cease their hostilities. As 

Jurema noted: 

Psychologically, and traditionally this 
public display would appeal to the Latin nature 
in that tradition dictates the public plazas are 
the great tribunals where the voices of a nation 
resound to her public officials,,. All of man's 

91Jurema, Sexta-Feira, 13. P. l42. 
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great conquests, personal rights and liberties 
have come from the public square.^ 

As early as March 11, delegations of workers began to 

arrive in Rio for the rally. By 2:00 P. M. Friday, the large 

square in front of the War Ministry Building was overflowing 

with d.emonstrators. Precautions had. been made to preserve 

order by placing a guard of 5,000 armed troops along with 

tanks, caissons, and. light artillery around, the periphery. 

Brazil had never seen such a concentration of armed, power in 

her history. This display served also to illustrate to 

Goulart's opponents that the armed, forces supported him.93 

The rally began at 5^00 P. M. with introductory speeches 

by workers and. labor leaders. The speeches were repetitious. 

The themes of "Exploitation of Labor" and "Greed of the Old. 

Guard. Conservatives Holding Back the Country's Progress" 

were voiced, time and. time again. A crowd in excess of 

200,000 cheered, and, responded, with waving banners. It was 

extremely difficult for one to see the rostrum due to the 

sea of placards proclaiming loyalty to the reform program. 

Other placards and banners depicting the countenances of 

Jango, Fidel Castro, Getulio Vargas, Miguel Arraes, and 

Brizola were in prominence. A replica of a seven-foot ape 

wearing glasses was fashioned, from plywood. This carica

ture bore the resemblance of Goulart's bitterest opponent 

93Jurema, Sexta-Feira. 13. P. 148. 
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Lacerda. Negro workers' signs declared their ancestors had 

been enslaved but they would, never become slaves themselves 

for the rightists, .Workers from the Volta Redonda Steel 

Works and Petrobras pledged their support to the reform 

program. Scattered throughout the crowd were signs calling 

for the legalization of the Communist Party.94 

Governors Arraes and Sexias Doria, acting as represen

tatives of the masses, lent their support. Leonel Brizola 

declared, that Congress was made up of "do nothings," and. it 

was best to close down the halls of that body politic. He 

called for a revolution to free Brazil from the imperialist 

and conservative forces, thereby allowing "the nation" to 

solve its own problems. Finally, at 8:00 P. M., Goulart 

appeared, with his lovely wife. Dona Teresa. His moment of 

glory had. arrived, as he reviewed, the problems of the nation. 

He spoke of the opposition which he faced. He announced, 

that he had. lost his patience with Congress and, would, begin 

the reform program at once—with or without the support of 

the legislative body. To show that positive action had. 

already been taken, he announced, that earlier in the day 

he had. signed, two important decrees. One decree had author

ized, expropriation of the private refineries. The other had 

94The writer was present at this demonstration not ne
cessarily by choice but because automobile traffic was com
pletely cut off. No exit route was available from the 
Naval Ministry Building where he was stationed only three 
blocks from where the demonstrators gathered. 
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Implemented the program of land, reform as prescribed by 

SUPRA. The crowd was ecstatic. Power appeared to be con

solidated with Goulart firmly in control.9^ 

The rally created a shock wave throughout the nation. 

Many citizens viewed, the popular mandate given to Goulart 

as the initiation of a program that would relieve their 

misery. Other elements saw this as the beginning of a 

people's socialist republic within the western hemisphere. 

In congress, a resolution was almost introduced to cancel 

Brizola's political rights. Others, fearing that congress, 

might be closed, proposed, to move the body to Sao Paulo. 

Miguel Arraes, who, time and. again, had. announced, that he 

was "not a Communist of the Peking line,"9° met with Magal

haes Pinto. He announced, that no counter-plot against the 

Goulart regime existed.97 How wrong could a person be? 

Army Chief of Staff Castello Branco issued a confiden

tial note to all commands in which he denounced Goulart's 

actions. He annovinced that the armed, forces would, remain 

impartial toward, all classes and, groups until one of them 

was deemed, a subversive to democratic institutions. Action 

would, then be taken to subdue that group. The armed, forces 

^^Netto, "A Paisagem," in Os Idos de Marco, pp. 29-35. 

96Netto, "A Paisagem," in Os Idos de Margo, p. 26. 

97Netto, '̂A Paisagem," in Os Idos de Marpo, p. 45. 
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would uphold the existing constitution,9° As this note was 

being circulated, Ademar de Barros, along with commercial, 

industrial, and church leaders, purchased time on radio and 

television to denounce Goulart's plan and. called for his 

downfall if such a radical program were actually carried out, 

Lacerda issued a note to the state governors which in essence 

stated, that any constitutional changes desired, by Goulart 

would, establish a totalitarian state. This would be done 

under the ruse of asking the people if they desired, reforms. 

Certainly, he admitted, everyone desired, reforms, but the 

leftist would distort the positive response to mean that a 

mandate for the reform program had. been issued. Just as 

Hitler, Peron, and Castro had asked the people of their de

sires, so, too had Goulart taken the positive response to 

mean that the people were against Congress, Congress, in its 

resistance to the reform program, must, therefore, be against 

the people's wishes. He called them into a united front to 

combat the leftist front that was dangerously approaching an 

99 alliance with communism,-'^ 

Quite rapidly, the right began to unite. On March 20, 

one newspaper exhibited the following headlines all on the 

' ^Military Instruction from General Humberto Castello 
Branco, Chief of Staff of the Army to all military command
ers, Rio de Janeiro, March 20, 1964 as printed in Os Idos 
de Marco, p. 392. 

99Netto, "A Paisagem," in Os Idos de Marco, p. 45. 



74 

front page: 

"LEFTISTS FEAR COUP AGAINST GOULART" 

"'GOULART IS- OUTSIDE THE LAW' SAYS LACERDA" 

"MAGALHAES ASKS FOR MORE SECURE CLIMATE" 

"CARVALHO PINTO A.GAINST THE ADVENTURE-SEEKERS" 

"KUBITSCHEK V7ANTS CONGRESS RESPECTED" 

"UDN DENOUNCES GOULART'S MANIFESTO" 

Such headlines revealed public temperament.•'•̂ ^ 

Pressure was brought upon the administration to dismiss 

Army Chief of Staff Castello Branco. His dismissal, though, 

would, have created, a conflict within the military just as it 

had in the case of General Peri. Further, Castello let it 

be known to Magalhaes Pinto that the key to a successful 

counterplot was to gain the cooperation of General Kruel, 

then in command, of the Second Army in Sao Paulo. Kruel was 

anti-communist, but a very close friend, of President Goulart. 

Without him the movement would be very risky.''•̂ •̂  

A revered, figure, who had, remained, silent for thirteen 

years, spoke for the first time in favor of the rightist 

movement. Marshal Eurico Dutra, the former president of 

Brazil who had taken over control of the government from 

Getulio Vargas, called for a united democratic front to up

hold the constitution which he helped install. He showed 

ÔOjopjî X do Brazil (Rio de Janeiro), March 20, 1964, 
p. 1. 

^^^Netto, "A Paisagem" in Os Idos de Margo, p. 46. 
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how Imperative it was to remain aloof from communism in order 

to pursue a Christian destiny for the future.^^^ This served 

as a warning to be heed.ed by the leftist force. The oppo

sition had received a mandate to initiate extra-legal action 

should Goulart override Congress, 

In these tense moments, a conference to discuss the 

Agrarian Reform program met on March l6, at the Sao Paulo 

Law School Auditorium by the director of SUPRA, Joao Pin-

heiro Neto, As the appointed, hour neared, hundreds of 

students gathered, in front of the auditorium. When the 

delegates began to arrive, the students began to heckle 

them. Precisely at 8:15 F. M, Pinheiro Neto, accompanied, 

by Mario Donate, the local delegate, arrived, at the confer

ence site. As Donate opened, the door of the automobile he 

was struck violently in the face. He retreated, into the 

automobile. The mob descended upon the vehicle and, began 

to break out the windows and to cry out to the occupants, 

"get out of here, you Communists! You are not stopping 

here," Other students assailed, those students who had, at

tacked Pinheiro's car and a fight broke out. The chauffer 

saw an opening in the crowd, and, sped, away, 

A police riot squad was called, to the scene to dis

perse the mob. While firing their machine guns into the 

air, they effectively lobbed tear gas bombs into the mob. 

102Netto, "A Paisagem," in Os Idos de Marpo, p, 47. 



The students who came to Pinheiro's rescue barricaded, them

selves insid.e the Law School compound, while the attackers 

fled through the streets of Sao Paulo. Later they regrouped 

In front of the school. 

Pinheiro, meanwhile, ordered the driver to proceed 

directly to the home of General Kruel. Upon arrival, he 

asked Kruel for guarantees of protection. Kruel informed 

him that such a request should be made to the Civil Police 

as this riot was not a matter for the army to handle. Kiniel 

stated that such action would be interpreted, as an inter

vention of the armed, forces into a state, Pinheiro obtained 

an armed, escort from the Civil Police Force but only to the 

gates of the Law School, The police guaranteed, to protect 

him so long as he remained, inside the vehicle. Once he 

d.escend.ed. onto the sid.ewalk, he was considered to be in 

"free territory," The five-meter distance from the car to 

the gates would, be most perilous to traverse, Pinheiro de

sisted. He later was granted, an interview on television 

where he vehemently attacked, the Police Department and. the 

Second. Army Commander for refusal to grant him adequate 

protection.-'-̂ ^ 

During a private party, two conservative deputies, 

Cunha Burno and. Conceipao da Costa Neves, planned a march 

103pedro Gomes, "Minas: Do Dialogo ao 'Front'," in 
Os Idos de Margo, pp. 129-130. 
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in Sao Paulo to counteract the rally of March 13 and to pro

test the policies of the Goulart government. They arrived 

on the appointed date March 19, the Feast Day of St. Joseph, 

"The Patron Saint of the Family." A slogan was tailor-made 

for the occasion: "The Family March with God for Liberty." 

When the plans were announced, an oven^helming response to 

assist in carrying out the demonstration came from men and 

women civic leaders. As the committees began work, the more 

optimistic members envisioned a crowd of 130,000 people. 

The crowd, would, assemble in the Praca da Republica at 4:00 

P. M. and. march through the surrounding streets and. avenues. 

Theater operators agreed, to close dox̂ n during the hours of 

the demonstration. Businesses, factories, and. state agencies 

agreed to close their doors at 3:00 P. M. The Director of 

Traffic sched.uled, traffic to flow avjay from the areas that 

would be blocked, off. 

As the hour arrived, the planners were met by a multi

tude far in excess of their estimates. Over 500,000 people 

had convened to participate in the protest. Numerous depu

ties as well as General Nelson de Melo and the Governor 

were in the front ranks as the parade began. The flags of 

Brazil and of the state were prominently displayed through

out the throng. Confetti and. shredded newspaper gave the 

appearance that the crowd was marching through a blizzard, 

Placard.s calling for Goulart to desist and Brizola to be 
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locked up were borne by the women marchers. As they assembled 

in front of the cathedral in the Praca de Sa, the demonstra

tors received short speeches from Senate President Moura 

Andrade and. various deputies. Governor Barros felt this an 

inopportune time to speak. Governor Lacerda was present but 

also declined to speak. Some students protesting the march 

in the periphery viere shuttled, away by the police. 

The demonstration sei*ved. to point out the feeling of 

the citizenry which had. been overlooked, by many quarters. 

Governor Barros, in a television interview, best summed up 

the state of affairs: 

The situation is very serious. This whole 
business will be decided in the next few days. 
Now, only God, only the Blessed Virgin are able 
to ehlp us, Joao Goulart announced, that he will 
come to Sao Paulo on the first day of May...I 
don't know if there will be enough time.̂ -"̂  

Holy Week of 1964 was destined to be a nightmare for 

the Naval Establishment. Members of the Sailors Association 

met to complete plans for the forthcoming second anniver

sary celebration. The meeting transformed itself into a 

rally in which they brought up the old issues of right to 

hold public office and better conditions and treatment. A 

new issue,the right of tenure after ten years of active duty. 

104Eurilo Duarte, "32 Mais 32, Igual a 64," in Os 
Idos de Marco, p. 134. 
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came to fore.-*-̂ ^ 

The Naval Ministry viewed this action as a violation 

of naval regulations and consequently sought to arrest and 

punish the participants. Admiral Mota declared the associa

tion illegal and. arrested several directors. The CGT came 

to the aid of the sailors and invited them to hold their 

meeting within the confines of the Metalworkers Union Hall. 

The Association accepted the offer as seen by the arrival 

of three thousand, sailors and marines at the union hall 

the following night. It appeared that discipline within 

the ranks had. broken down.-^^" 

As Admiral Aragao had. encouraged such action, the 

Navy Minister was forced to relieve him from the post as 

Commandant of the Corps. Minister Mota, who felt that he 

no longer had control over discipline within the naval 

establishment, then announced, that he would, resign. 

Aragao left the marine headquarters and. drove to the 

Metalworkers Union Building, Upon arrival he was cheered 

by the rebels. Less than an hour later the ex-commandant 

left for home to await d.evelopments, Some deputies did 

^Civilian workers cannot be dismissed from employment 
once they have served, ten years with a firm. A common pra-
tice has been one of temporarily "firing" an employee for 
several days every few years. He is then "rehired" and re
sumes his former position. Also see Jurema, Sexta-Feira,13. 
PP. 153-157. 

•^^^Carlos Castello Branco, "DA Conspira§ao a Revolupao," 
in Os Idos de Marpo, p, 296, 
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likewise. As the event became popularized, more groups of 

sailors and marines "jumped ship" and sought asylum in the 

Union Hall. The crowning blow to this mutinous action came 

later in the morning when a navy captain was sent with a 

detachment of military police to arrest the mutineers. When 

the order was given to enter and arrest, the platoon broke 

ranks, cast off their weapons and insignia, and joined the 

mutineers. Upon hearing of this, several naval officers 

beseiged the Metalworkers headquarters and attempted to 

have the union directorate oust the rebels from the building. 

Nothing happened. 

An armored. d.etachment of army military police was dis

patched to the scene. It was ordered to stand, guard, until 

orders were received from the President. Goulart was finally 

located on his ranch in Rio Grande do Sul. Upon receiving 

word, of the incident, he returned, to Laranjeiras Palace in 

Rio and, summoned Admiral Mota. The Naval Minister related 

what had. happened, then handed. Goulart his resignation, 

Goulart asked, him to remain in command, and. handle the sita-

tion in an expeditious manner.-'-̂ '̂  

At 5:00 A. M., Admiral Mota ordered, the arrest of the 

rebels, including Admiral Aragao. While preparations were 

107This Account is based on Castello Branco, "Da Con-
spiragao" in Os Idos de Marpo, p, 297, 
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being made, a counter force of sailors and marines marched 

to the Naval Ministry Building to arrest the "officer corps." 

Although warned, by the sentries to stop, the group displayed, 

the national flag and. advanced,. The sentries opened fire 

and. several "invaders" fell to the ground.. The remainder 

fled. As news of this incident spread, throughout the navy 

yard, mutinies broke out aboard, the ships laying in anchor 

in Guanabara Bay, Clashes between officers and. enlisted, 

men were reported. Similar outbursts occurred in outlying 

naval bases. Realizing that Mota was unable to restore 

order, Goulart called, a meeting of his civil and military 

aides. Directors of the CGT were also summoned. The CGT 

recommended, that Mota be allowed, to resign and, suggested, 

as his replacement a retired, admiral, Paulo Mario da Cunha 

Rodrigues, who was closely allied with the labor group. It 

was agreed, that the army should, be sent in to arrest the 

rebels. Arrangements were made with the rebels' leaders 

to have the group give up peacefully and a general amnesty 

VTas guaranteed by the President of the Republic,^^^ Imme

diate attention would by given to the Association's demands, 

Sylvio Mota's resignation only needed to be signed. 

Admiral Paulo Mario agreed to free the rebels once he was 

officially installed as the Naval Minister, Further, Candido 

108rpĵ 3 enlisted men involved in the rebellion in Bra
silia the previous November had recently been granted an 
amnesty. 
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Aragao would resume his position as Commandant of the Marine 

Corps. Upon hearing of this latter condition, Mota bolted 

and refused to sign" the resignation until Aragao had been 

placed under arrest. What happened after that was incon

sequential, Joao Goulart issued the order for the former 

commandant's arrest who promptly gave himself up to the 

arresting officers, Mota affixed his signature to the resig

nation papers. 

By 6:00 P. M., Aragao was released and reappointed to 

his post. The sailors and marines who had. been arrested, 

and. confined, to army barracks were also released and. paraded 

to the Naval Ministry. Aragao greeted, the marchers who 

hoisted him on their shoulders in front of the building.^^9 

At this same time. President Goulart received, a young 

man, aged, twenty-five, dressed in his navy blues. This was 

Jose Anselmo dos Santos, petty officer second, class and a 

third, year law student. To the Admiralty, Anselmo was a 

subversive who had, deliberately disobeyed, orders to dissolve 

the Sailors Association. For two days he directed, the ac

tivities of three thousand, mutinous sailors and. marines in 

"steel palace," as the metalworkers headquarters building 

was called. Possibly he had, been inspired, by the presence 

of an eighty-four year old, ex-sailor, Joao Candido, vjho had 

109Netto, "A Paisagem," in Os Idos de Margo, p. 54, 
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led a revolt in 1910 to abolish the practice of whipping as 

a punishment in the navy. It appeared so, at least, as he 

ad.dressed the assembly.HO 

The reactionary authorities, allied to the 
suppressors of the common man...have declared. 
(the Association) to be subversive. Is it sub
versive to request education course for our group? 
Subversive to give legal and medical assistance 
to our group? Subversive to visit Petrobras? 
Subversive to invite the President of the Repub
lic to talk before the man in uniform? 

It is not the sailor, marine, nationalist 
officers, workers, peasants or students who at
tempt to sabotage the order. It is (those) 
hidden forces which lead, one president to sui
cide, another to renunciation, and. are presently 
.impeding Jango's constitutional power. They are 
impeding a program of basic reforms,HI 

This was the same Anselmo who led the revolt during Holy 

VJeek, a revolt which brought him to bargain directly with 

the President of a nation, Althotigh the demands were few, 

they reveal how the most important facet of military organ

ization, discipline, was openly attacked. For Goulart to 

approve the requests would, mean a breakdown of the establish

ment. True, he would, gain support from the enlisted men, 

yet at the same time he would, alienate the naval hierarchy. 

For the President of a nation to lower himself to the point 

of having to make a personal peace with the rank and file 

llONetto, "A Paisagem" in Os Idos de Marpo, p, 51. 
Also, see Jurema, Sexta-Feira, 13, P. 155. 

l^%etto, "A Paisagem" in Os Idos de Marpo, p, 53-54, 
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could only be construed as a loss of prestige.^^2 

When he was received in Laranjeiras Palace by Joao 

Goulart, Anselmo reviex\red the demands of the Association: 

(1) All prisoners would be released; 

(2) The rebels would not be punished; 

(3) The Association would be recognized, by the Admiralty 
and allox-jed to function; 

(4) The navy department would take action to change cer
tain regulations concerning personal rights; and.-̂ -̂ 3 

(5) The navy would provide better food aboard ships and 
stations. 

Upon hearing these, Goulart promised that all d.emand.s would, 

be met at once. The new Naval Minister began to work immed.-

iately to release the insubordinates. Discipline and. respect 

for military law reached, a new low in the nation's history. 

This was recognized, by a manifesto issued on Easter Sunday 

by the Naval Club. This association of naval officers con-

d.emned. the recent activities of the insubordinates and. re

solved, to "resist and. efforts that would place Brazil in 

the hands of communism. "-̂-̂  The new Minister was severely 

criticized for his actions. This action on the part of the 

^^^Netto, "A Paisagem," in Os Idos, p. 57. 

113These, as discussed earlier, included such matters 
as allowing non-rated men to marry and allowing all NCO's 
to wear street clothes when not on active duty. 

ll4Netto, "A Paisagem," in Os Idos, p. 59. 
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Naval Club served, to spawn a series of manifestos that were 

issued the following day. 

The military officers corps was split into several 

factions. Some officers outwardly supported Joao Goulart 

and. received, higher command, positions even when their rank 

did. not warrant such an assignment. Whenever the President 

placed one of his supporters into a new position, it appeared, 

that the balance of power shifted, toward, him. Yet, with 

each new assignment, the opponents of the chief executive 

appeared, to retain a member of their ranks in a counter-

position, thus maintaining an equilibrium of power within 

the militant structure. The opponents of the President 

consisted of that group of officers who sixteen months earlier 

had. agreed, to stage a coup d'etat in the event that the Fed.

eral Government got completely out of control. Should, the 

Goulart government take drastically radical steps to imple

ment the reforDi program, even if flagrant violations of the 

constitution were necessary, these organizers of the rebell

ion planned to act. The last group of officers was that 

faction which desired to maintain the constitution through 

stiict legal channels. It was this group which affected 

the shift in the balance of power. 

Not only was it necessary to gain support of a majority 

of the armed forces officers, but it was eqiially im.perative 

to gain support of the state governors in order to have the 

aid of state militias. Further, the governors were 
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representatives of the majority of the population. Through 

effective reporting by the press and open demonstrations 

previously conducted by the civilian element, the planners 

of the revolution felt that public sentiment was in their 

favor. Business had. fallen into a state of shock when the 

Bank of Brazil closed, its discount service. The foreign 

currency exchange rate skyrocketed. The commercial and in-

d.ustrial communities showed definite signs of support when 

one of their life-lines was severed.^^5 Some action seemed 

inevitable shoiild the course of governmental affairs continue 

to run in the same direction. Ample support was available, 

yet several generals still had. not consented, to join a re

bellion movement. General Kruel was the key. Winning him 

over would automatically bring over a great number of officers 

and other generals who had previously committed their alle

giance to him.-̂ -'-̂  It was a difficult decision for the gen

eral because of his longtime friendship with Goulart. He 

had to be absolutely convinced that the President intended 

to act outside the legal limits of his constitutionally 

authorized, power. 

On March 30, 1964, Brazil divided itself into two 

opposing camps. For Joao Goulart, it was a day that he 

H5Duarte, "32 Mais 32." in Os Idos, p. 137. 

ll^Duarte, "32 Mais 32." in Os Idos, p. 138, 
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anticipated gaining solid support from the body of the armed 

forces with whom he was to meet that evening. Once he suc

ceeded in this effort, he would be in finn control of the 

nation. Labor had already given him a mandate. The vital 

Industries, petroleum, steel, and transportation were in his 

support. His reform program vias just over the horizon. For 

the revolutionists, it was a day of frantic activity as the 

time had arrived, to finalize their plans for rebellion. 

Many elements of Brazilian society designated allegiance to 

the revolution in supporting the manifests issued by their 

state governors. Among these elements were the large and 

small businessmen and. the progessional classes, Insustrial-

ists, property-owners, and. conservatives comprised, the re

mainder. As the day came to a close, the opposing forces 

were clearly delineated.. 

Plans for the revolution were originally set for May 1, 

1964, As the events d.uring the month of March showed, defin

ite signs of a breakdown in government structure and, civil 

order, the planners changed the beginning date to the day 

when General Castello Branco's dismissal would be announced. 

After Castello Branco's communique to the commanding officers 

of army units was made public, the nation expected, that he 

would be relieved as Chief of Staff any day. 

In Guanabara, revolutionary operations were placed 

und.er the direction of General Artur Costa e Silva, Recent 
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reshuffling of the commanders within the First Army left the 

revolutionaries uncertain as to the amount of support they 

actually had. Under the leadership of Governor Lacerda, 

the state government and its citizens were in support as 

evidenced by the Family March that was scheduled for April 2, 

1964. The rebel lead.ers realized that once the revolution 

got underway the First Army woiild be called into action. 

The largest concentration of these federalist troops were 

garrisoned, in Guanabara. Their target was two-fold: to 

repel rebel forces that would, march on the city-state from 

Juiz da Fora and. to seize the Governor's Palace in the city. 

Lacerda's campaign against the Goulart Government and the 

navy crisis had caused, a number of federal intelligence 

agents to enter the state. Any slip made by the revolution

ary leaders would, see months of planning destroyed in a few 

hours. It was imperative that secrecy be maintained. 

To attract more support to their quarter, the revolu

tionaries chose former War Minister Odilio Denys as their 

ambassador to persuade the undecided, commanders to join the 

revolution. Denys informed them of the true objectives of 

the coup and designated General Osvaldo Cordeiro de Farias 

to coordinate the activities of the various revolutionary 

117 
garrisons. 

^^•^Oswaldo Amorin, J. C Vieira, et al, "Guanabara: 
Alvo de Mineiros e Paulistas," 0 Cruzeiro, Extra Edition, 
April 10, 1964), p. 48. 
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Minas Gerais was selected as the starting point of the 

revolution. General Mourao Filho, Commander of the Fourth 

Military Region, was in charge of operations from his head

quarters in Juiz de Fora. Belo Horizonte, the state's 

capital, was under the command, of General Carlos Gued.es. 

On March 30, Magalhaes Pinto, who had previously voiced his 

dissatisfaction with the affairs of state and. had. previously 

engaged, in discussions with other governors throughout the 

nation, made an alliance with Ney Braga the Governor of 

Parana. A manifesto was issued, in which Magalhaes Pinto 

pledged, support to uphold the armed, forces should they deem 

it necessary to inteorvene in governmental affairs. In sup

porting the Naval Officer Club's manifesto, he agreed, that • 

constitutional ord.er had. to be maintained, in order to pre

serve freed.om and. d.emocracy.-̂ -̂  The governor was assured 

support from a large segment of the population as evidenced 

by the citizens' negative reaction taken toward the leftist 

labor leaders' convention when they expelled it from Belo 

Horizonte. 

Ney Braga passed, Ademar de Barros at the Belo Horizonte 

Airport, Braga was enroute to Curitiba to issue his own 

proclamation, Barros was enroute for a last minute confer

ence with Governor Magalhaes Pinto, Braga was faced with 

ll%anifest to the People from Governor Jose de Magal
haes Pinto, Belo Horizonte, March 30, 1964, reprinted in 
Os Idos. pp, 393-394. 

http://Gued.es
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with a problem concerning the army garrison in his area. The 

two generals commanding army units in Parana were committed 

to Goulart; however, they were both away from the area. The 

officer left in charge was an aide to General Cordeiro de 

Farias, the "leg-man" of the revolution. 

Rio Grande do Sul, Goulart's home state, was divided. 

Several divisions of the Third Army had committed themselves 

to the revolution, but a majority of the troops and their 

officers remained undecided. Except for Governor Meneghetti, 

Porto Alegre, the capital, was firmly committed to Goulart 

and. the Federal Government. 

Pernambuco was the Federal Government's stronghold in 

the Northeast. Miguel Arraes delivered, his manifesto which 

pledged, the regimes solid, support to Goulart. He upheld, the 

President's reform program in asserting that it was his re-

119 gion that stood, to lose should, the programs fail, ^ On 

the other hand., Arraes did not know that the Fourth Army 

Commander, General Justine Alves Bastes, was in support of 

the revolution, 

Alves informed the Governor that he would maintain 

order in the state should tempers rise to the point of 

rioting. This was done in anticipation of a reaction that 

was certain to occur during Goulart's speech. 

•^^9siiveira, Palavra de Arraes, pp, 139-140, 



91 

Vlhile these arrangements were being made, much of the 

government's attention was focused, on the crisis in the Navy. 

Legislators in Brasilia were d.ebating whether or not to move 

the Congress to Belo Horizonte or Sao Paulo. Public reaction 

was mixed. As time drew near for Goulart's speech in the 

Automobile Club, the nation was in suspense. It would soon 

be able to draw definite conclusions as to which course the 

Government would, follow. During the interval General Cor

deiro Farias issued, last minute instructions to his assistants 

in Rio, sent a note to Lacerda, and left for Sao Paulo where 

General Nelson d.e Melo and. the Governor were waiting. Con-

tact was mad.e with various commanders in the Second. Army. 

Everything was ready except for General Kruel who remained. 

und.ecid.ed.. 

Lacerda received the General Cordeiro Farias note which 

advised him to leave town as his palace would be the first 

target of the Federal troops. Lacerda summoned his staff 

and announced that he would remain. The Governor's Palace 

was barricaded, the police were sent out to guard the streets 

leading toward the Governor's office, and garbage trucks were 

placed across the streets to deter any tanks that might ad

vance on the area. When the defenses were set in place, 

Lacerda retired to the film library and watched a private 

showing of "PT-109."^^^ 

120ciaudio Mello e Souza, "0 Vizinho do Presidente," 
iĴ  Os Idos, pp, 174-176. 

.Aft', 



92 

While these preparations for revolution were being made 

throughout the country, several thousand non-commissioned 

officers gathered at 7:00 P. M. in the Rio Automobile Asso

ciation Building. Union leaders from the CGT, the three 

military ministers, several deputies, and directors of the 

Sailors Association were led to the platform. Anselmo as

serted, that the enlisted, ranks would, not desert Goulart's 

reform program.-̂ -̂̂  

The Secretary of the CGT reiterated portions of a mani

festo that was issued, earlier that day: 

The crisis perpetrated in the Navy was the 
work of rebellious officers who, fortunately, had. 
been detered. in their objective,,,,to depose Joao 
Goulart, The political aspect of the coup has 
been perpetrated, by Governors Lacerda, Barros, 
Magalhaes Pinto and. Meneghetti. Assisting also 
are rebellious officers in the Second, and. Third. 
Armies along with the National Guard in Minas 
Gerais.. .and congressmen who are planning to ap
prove a United, States Naval Base on the Brazilian 
coast...along with approval of amnesty for the 
sailors but... not the marines. 

The march planned, for April 2 in Guanabara 
is a scheme aimed, at substituting Marshall Eurico 
Dutra as President of the Republic.. .The CGT sup
ports the program of the President.,,and. will 
fight those civilian and, military rebels vrho de
sire to seize control of the nation.,,by unleash
ing a general strike,..that will paralyze the 
nation.122 

-'•̂ -'•Gomes, "Minas: Do Dialogo," in Os Idos, p. 103. 

122ppQĵ -̂Lgation from the Secretariat of the General 
Command of Workers, Rio de Janeiro, March 30, 1964, in 
Os Idos. pp, 394-395. 
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With their intent to call a nationwide strike in sup

port of the reform program, the unions were bound in soli

darity to non-commissioned officers who likewise upheld 

Goulart's program. 

Admiral Aragao Issued a cordial greeting to the Presi

dent of the Republic. The soldiers and the sailors gave him 

a rousing welcome. The audience settled d.own to listen to 

another of Goulart's marathon ad,d.resses which began by 

explaining that the Navy Crisis 

was provoked by the privileged minority who look 
only to the past and are afraid to face the fu
ture that will be opened, to democracy by the 
integration of millions into the economic, social, 
and political life of the nation...123 

Goulart ad.vised that "powerful groups" were working 

against the nation's highest interests and. were trying to 

create disunity among the three armed, forces who banded, to

gether to support the reform program. He stated, that: 

d.uring the cisis of 196I Janio Quadros* resigna
tion , the same Pharisees that exhibited, zeal for 
the constitution now desire to destroy it...and. 
establish facist dictatorship. This, is recent 
history that cannot be repeated,,,!^'' 

He asserted, further that some of the most corrupt politi

cians which Brazil had ever known were using the effrontery 

123speech by Joao Goulart to the Non-commissioned 
Officers Association, Rio de Janeiro, March 3I, 1964, re
printed, in Os Idos, p, 396, Hereafter cited as: speech 
by Joao Goulart, 

^24speech by Joao Goulart, in Os Idos, p. 397. 
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of Catholicism as a facad.e to pursue their objectives. He 

asked rhetorically that while Pope John XXIII's social re

form encyclicals were still ringing in the ear's of mankind, 

how could, that group so bitterly oppose his reform program 

and have the audacity to speak in the name of the Church? 

Goulart referred to a speech delivered by a Brazilian 

prelate in which the clergyman claimed that the wealthy 

class in Latin America affirmed that basic reforms were 

necessary. Yet, when someone came to the fore, such as 

himself, to implement such a program, he was called, "a 

Communist." He allowed, that the wealthy were in reality 

proponents of the postponement. He noted, that "the egotism 

and, blindness of the rich is a problem much more grave than 

that of communism itself." Further, he pointed out that 

Dom Holder Camara ceased, to be d.esignated as the Archbishop 

of Recife in that he had. not wholeheartedly lent support 

to the reform program. He called, upon the soul of Pius XI 

to reiterate the fact that a large portion of the Church had, 

taken sides with the privileged class and had lost contact 

with the working class, 

Goulart encouraged the group to continue to write and 

strive to establish a relationahip of mutual respect between 

their officers and themselves. He affirmed that he had 

acted within the limits of the constitution in prescribing 

the reform program. He declared that only the Supreme 
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Court and not financial groups, had the power to judge his 

actions. He then made a statement which sent cold chills 

throughout the bones of every conservative in the country. 

The Constitution of 1946 established the 
principle that it could, be modified. Legislators 
understand, that constitutions should serve to pro
tect the institutions of the present but they 
ought to preserve those of the future. What shame 
it is to the nation whose Constitution is untouch
able. ̂ 25 

He answered, his critics of the press who accused, him 

of not revealing those reforms that were desired, by the 

Brazilian people. 

Already your President has sent a detailed, 
message complete with instruction that describe 
his proposed program. These reforms cannot be 
postponed, any longer...because they will satisfy 
the desires of the people,,,and are^indispensible 
to the development of our Nation, •'•̂^ 

Goulart affirmed that he would not permit an armed conflict 

by the anti-reform group. Certainly, he would not allow 

an uprising to be conducted in the name of religion. He 

announced that his mandate vras conferred on him by the 

people, and upon being affirmed a second time would be ex

ercised in the name of the people for their defense. 

He attempted to explain how the armed forces were being 

sabotaged by the same group who pretended to defend the 

125speechby Joao Goulart, in ps Idos, p, 398, 

126speech by Joao Goulart. in ps Idos, p, 399. 
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country in I96I (the military ministers who were reluctant 

to allow him to enter the country and. assume the presidency). 

He pointed, out that, outstanding officers such as Marshall 

Lett had. been arrested, and punished, for attempting to defend 
127 the constitution by allowing him to return, ' The President 

was quick to allow that he harbored no resentment against 

them, but maintained, that they were incapable of d.ef ending 

a constitution whose laws they could not interpret. 

He explained that his policy in handling the Navy 

Crisis was confirmed by the Army and the Air Force, Essen

tially, it was one of "allowing no violence or harm to come 

to those unarmed men harbored in the Union Hall," Next, he 

transferred the responsibility of settlement to the Naval 

Minister, In a call for unity and cohesion among the forces 

he demanded that discipline must be maintained. His reason 

for unification was that a strong foundation was needed to 

combat "the terribe campaign" being waged against himself 

and the thought represented by his supporters. 

If you men ask me from where do resources 
come to wage such a powerful campaign against 
your government, I would tell you that it comes 
from those professionals of the illicit profit 
remittance group who I recently defined to be 

^^^Lott was a member of the group who had maintained 
that Goulart must be allowed to ̂ ^^^^^^^^J^^^^^f ̂^ IH'I 
his return from Peking, The group he is referring to were 
of the opposite view. 
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operating outside the law. It is money coming 
from the giant international petroleum industry 
and from Brazilian companies reacting against 
my legislation that assigned, an import monopoly 
to Petrobras, It is money raised against an
other act authorized by your President. This 
act cancelled, the activities of private re
fineries. It is a legal act that was enforced... 
in the spirit of its creator, the immortal 
Getulio Vargas. 1*̂ ° 

He charged, that other funds for this opposition cam

paign was coming from apartment owners throughout Brazil 

who were gaining fortunes by charging excessive rents, no 

longer being paid, in cruzeiros but in dollars. It were as 

if "Copacabana were a foreign country, as if the Brazilian 

were living subordinately to other interests." Dishonest 

merchants were robbing the people. Minister Jurema had been 

ordered to defend the people against such exploitation that 

beset them. These interests would be made to comply with 

the law or be forcably subdued.. After two hours, he con

cluded: 

The President of the Republic will not va
cillate one moment in the execution of the law 
and. the decrees which he has signed. We will 
not deviate from the course that we have drawn. 
It is a Christian and democratic course that we 
will reach with thfigSupport of the people and of 
the Armed. Forces,-^ ̂  

•"•̂ Ŝpeech by Joao Goulart, in Os Idos, p, 399. 

Speech by Joao Goulart, in Os Idos, p, 400, 
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Joao Goulart had plotted his course straight ahead. To 

retreat would mean failure. His discourse had all the ele

ments that dictators throughout history have used. The over

play on nationalism is readily denoted. The ills of the 

country, he insisted, were due to outside forces over which 

the nation had. no control; the only recourse was to crush 

them. To bargain with foreign investors was beneath the 

nation's dignity, and would, result in a loss of national 

prid.e. The President was correct in many of his assertions 

that dishonest practices were being conducted within the 

business community. These could, be corrected by a strong 

justice department. Many other practices would, have never 

come into being (i.e., violation of profit remittance laws) 

had an open discussion with foreign owned companies been 

conducted. 

It must be noted, that while Goulart discussed, many of 

the ills of the nation, he failed to show the status of the 

economy. The country had. been subjected, to inflation ever 

since the turn of the century. Rampant inflation did not 

come into existence until the late 1950's with the construc

tion of Brasilia and rapid expansion of industry. The 

Northeast had undergone an eight year drought and subsequent 

depression. Credit vras over-extended in one sector of the 

economy and not extended at all in the other area. Through 

the extension of credit, consumption reached an all-time 
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high level even as prices continued, to rise. An eighty per

cent rise in the cost of living d.uring the previous year had 

occurred, and. interest rates were the highest in the history 

of the nation. Outside investment was virtually halted, when 

foreign investors noted, the rising inflation. The cessation 

of foreign investment was further attributed, to the fact that 

the reform program pointed, toward, a course of expropriation 

of vital industries and utilities. Continued issuance of 

currency only served to feed the fires of inflation. These 

are the factors for which Joao Goulart failed, to accept res

ponsibility. From all indications, a sound, economic base had. 

to be established before the social reform program could be 

instituted,-^^^ 

130The above factors have been mentioned and documented 
in the preceding chapters. 



CHAPTER V 

THE REVOLUTION 

The President's speech ignited the revolution. Reaction 

was strong, Magalhaes Pinto released a pronouncement that 

carried throughout the country: "The President had chosen 

the road, of subversion to carry his reform program. Minas 

will rise to combat this action. "-̂ 31 Several minutes after 

Goulart's manifesto was delivered. General Gued.es, Command.er 

of the Fourth Infantry stationed, in Belo Horizonte, summoned, 

his officers and. explained, to them that he and. the Governor 

had. waited for Goulart to deliver his discourse before they 

took any action. Concluding that the President was set upon 

implementing his program without proper regard, for the law, 

it was decided to initiate the revolution. Magalhaes Pinto 

concurred, after he had. been contacted by General Cordeiro 

Farias. The citizens of Minas were advised as early as 4:00 

A. M. the following day. 

General Mourao Filho in Juiz de Fora summoned the of

ficers under his command to his headquarters. He ord.ered 

them to decide whether they desired to enter the revolution

ary movement. Only three of one hundred twenty officers 

abstained. The troops were summoned from their barracks 

^31wilson Figueiredo, "A Margem Esquerda," in Os Idos, 

p. 237, 
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before 2:00 A. M. and. were Issued a proclamation that ex

plained, why the revolution was necessary. Mourao Filho 

explained: 

Agents of disorder incited a revolt among 
the ranks of patriotic non-commissioned, officers 
of the Armed. Forces. Vlith definite support of 
the Federal Government, they have almost suc-
ceed.ed. in demoralizing the Armed, Forces through
out their campaign against discipline and, order. 
The people and the state governments reject this 
d.egrad.ation of the nation that has been so ef
fectively carried, out by the President,. .who 
has disregarded the principles of the constitu
tion,,,has denied his solemn oath,,,has planned, 
to change Brazil from the sovereign nation that 
it is into a gathering of sub-humans who would, 
submit to his plans for a dictatorship. 

The Armed. Forces,,, cannot remain silent in 
the face of this criminal act without becoming 
a part of it. This is why we call all Brazilians 
to join and aid us in order that we can return the 
Constitution to the people and restore faith in 
it. 

The President of the Republic, who is sup
posed to be the Guardian of the Law, has abused 
that law. For that reason, he must relinquish 
the power which he has abused in order that 
law and order can be maintained, •'--̂^ 

The General ordered his troops to mobilize and prepare for 

the ma.rch to Rio, By 3:30 A, M,, they were on the road, 

Sao Paulo awoke on March 31 i^mder repercussion of events 

that had taken place in Rio and Minas Gerais the night be

fore. The Governor issued no statements to the press as he 

still did not know the position of General Kruel's Second 

•^^Siqueiredo, "A Margem Esquerda," in Os Idos, p, 238, 

IHj^ 
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Army. The Second Army was at general quarters but that was 

all that was known. Secret contact was maintained between 

Governor Barros and Ranieri Mazzilli, the president of the 

Chamber of Deputies in Brasilia, 

The streets of Sao Paulo were electric. Long queues 

were seen in front of the banking houses. By 10:30 P, M,, 

not a word was received from Second Army headquarters. The 

Governor prepared a video-tape in which he lauded the action 

of Governor Magalhaes Pinto and the Fourth Army, He an

nounced that Sao Paulo would join. The tape was held for 

release, -̂ ^ 

A few minutes before midnight. General Karuel revealed, 

his position, Goulart's generals in Rio had made their 

last appeals to Kruel to remain with the Federal cause on 

the grounds of his patriotism and. personal friendship with 

the President, Kruel had. asked the President many times 

before to abandon his alliance with the leftist elements. 

He had. warned, him of the treachery of Oswaldo Pacheco, the 

head, of CGT, and, forecasted, severe troubles should, the Pres

ident continue to ally with that man. Often he had, warned, 

the President that the political course which he was fol

lowing vfas leaving the nation open for subversive attack 

by undersirables, but Goulart never seemed to pay attention 

133"Sao Paulo: Hora A Hora," 0 Cruzeiro, Extra Edition, 
(April 10, 1964), p, 26, 
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to his counsel. A telephone call was made to the President's 

temporary head.quarters in Rio, When Abelardo Jurema returned 

the call, Kruel refused to talk with him because he felt that 

it was necessary to talk directly with the President, Finally, 

Goulart returned the call, and the following conversation 

ensued.: 

Kruel: "Mister Presid.ent, you must promise me 
that you are going to break with the 
communists and declare that you will 
follow a more concrete program," 

Goulart: "General, I am a man in politics, I 
have made promises with them and. can
not abandon the populous who have 
supported, me," 

Kruel: "Then, Mister President, you leave us 
with no alternative but to abandon 
you," 

Goulart: "Why don't you come to Rio and, confer 
with me and. the other command.ers who 
are in my support? I think that we 
can arrange something," 

Kruel: "I cannot come. Mister President, I am 
committed to that same line of conduct 
that I possessed, when I was the Minis
ter of War, It is an anti-communist 
hard, line which I vjill not change,"134 

The conversation ended,, A short time later Kruel called. 

Goulart asking him to reconsider, but the President again 

refused, to break his alliance with the left. As soon as the 

conversation ended,, the general called, the governor and in

formed him that he and the Second Army were joining the 

134Duarte, "32 Mais 32." in Os Idos, pp, 143-144, 



104 

revolution. Newspaper reporters and radio personnel were 

summoned, to cover this historic moment. The General issued, 

his proclamation: 

The attitude assumed, by the Second Army is 
to reaffirm the democratic principles of the Con
stitution, We are completely divorced, from any 
political alliance in the oourse of action that 
we follow,,, This action will be directed to 
neutralize communist activity that has infiltra
ted, the organs of government, those of the 
nation's labor unions, and the military,,,the 
ultimate objective is to return proper povjer 
to the government. This power is presently 
being held, within a communist circle,,,that 
has usurped, the power from the Government, ̂ 35 

Governor Barros followed, suit and. released, his prepared, 

statement in support of the revolution. State police were 

dispatched to guard, the petroleum refineries. Troops of the 

Second Army were sent to maintain vigilance over the rail

roads and. highways leading into Sao Paulo, Every vehicle 

was stopped, and, searched,. The CGT retaliated, with amazing 

swiftness by calling a general strike of all railroad workers 

thus lending support to Goulart, The industrial area of Sao 

Paulo was placed under heavy guard and, no one was permitted, 

to enter or leave the area. 

Five other states, Minas Gerais, Mate Grosso, Parana, 

Santa Catarina, and Rio Grande do Sul, announced their 

participation in the revolution, Kruel's announcement 

•^^%anifest Issued by General Amaury Kruel, Sao Paulo, 
March 31, 1964, reprinted in Os Idos, p, 400, 
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brought the Military Academy in Agulhas Nebras to the revol

utionists side. The Third Army announced her intention to 

join. The Ninth Military Region Commander in Corumba' joined 

Kruel. Military orders were issued and authorized the arrest 

of all known leftists and. communists. Johnson and Johnson 

Company, S. A., offered, medical supplies to the rebels. The 

Paraiba Valley was placed under rebel control. The newspaper. 

Ultima Hora and. Radio Marconi, both allied, to Goulart, were 

closed. -̂  Federal troops were dispatched, from Rio to meet 

the oncoming forces of Generals Mourao and Guedes. The rev

olution was underway. 

The situation in Guanabara was much different. While 

the state was the strong-hold of Goulart's federal groups, 

Carlos Lacerda emerged as the leader of the resistance group. 

Admiral Aragao was designated to lead the assault on the ad

vancing rebel troops with the marines. 

During the day, the marines took over Radio Jornal do 

Basil which had been transmitting messages sent by General 

Castello Branco from the War Ministry. Goulart's aides 

succeeded in closing all oposition radio stations. Ultima 

Hora's radio station remained in operation. A network of 

stations supporting the Federal Government was established 

overnight. The Central do Bras11 railway system was made 

Inoperative by the nationwide strike. Federal troops were 

136]^arte, "32 Mais 32." in Os Idos, p. l46. 
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stationed at strategic points throughout the state to pre

vent any subversive activity by the rebels. Duque de 

Caixias Plaza was crowded with transients awaiting the ar

rival and departure of the few buses that were still in 

operation. -̂ ' 

Extensive queues formed in front of commercial estab

lishments throughout the city. Merchandise in bakeries, 

grocery stores, bars, and hardware store were drained. Dis

order was reported in various areas such as the incident in 

the Penha district when Favelad.os sacked several stores. 

Some shooting and injuries were reported. The Cinelandis 

district of Rio was held, in complete control by leftists 

who operated out of PTB's headquarters. 3° Loud-speakers 

were Inciting the crowds that gathered to invade the nearby 

Military Club. They asked people to participate in a rally 

that would protest the revolutionist activity. As the crowd. 

converged on the Military Club, shots were fired. Two dem-

139 onstrators fell dead. 

Rio was alive with rumors that served to keep the popu

lous in a state of confusion. Word spread that Guanabara 

Palace was under attack while others claimed that assaults 

^37 It Guanabara: Hora A Hora," 0 Cruzeiro, Extra Edition, 
(April 10, 1964), pp. 136-137. 

138Favelados - Dwellers in the Rio de Janeiro slum area 
which are known as Favelas; PTB-Partido Trabalhista Brasil-
eiro - Goulart's labor party. 

139"Guanabara: Hora A Hora," 0 Cruzeiro, April 10, 1964, 

p. 36. 
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were being made on Laranjeiras Palace. Tanks and cannons 

rumbled throughout the city streets and halted in front 

of both palaces. A multitude of people placed themselves 

between the tanks and Lacerda's Palace. Loudspeakers com

manded the people to clear the way as the marines were en

route to seize the Governor's Palace. The crowds scattered. 

The Flamengo district of Rio was electric for here was 

located the headquarters of the National Student Union (UNE). 

Groups of young men threw incendiary bombs into the interior 

of the building thus, causing its immediate evacuation. 

Investigators later proved, that the UNE was indeed, a hot

bed, of communists as the police and firemen who arrived, to 

put out the fire discovered, a sizable arsenal and. reams of 

communist propaganda. Other groups attacked, the building 

which housed the newspaper. Ultima Hora, and. dragged, the 

presses and furnishings into the street and. set fire to 

them.l'̂ O 

The legislature in Brasilia erupted, into vehement dial

ogues between the deputies and senators. Parliamentary 

procedure broke down as the legislators attempted, to es

tablish whether any legal basis existed for the rebels action. 

Communication with the rest of the country was virtually 

severed. What few reports that were received, were contra

dictory in nature. Governor Mauro Borges of Goias offered 

140IIGuanabara: Hora A Hora," 0 Cruzeiro. April 10, 1964, 

pp. 5(>-51. 
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the facilities of his state to the legislators. No one knew 

how the military commander of the federal district stood. 

General Nicolau Flop was contacted by presidents of the 

Chamber and Senate, Ranieri Mazzilli and Moura Andrade. He 

announced that he would, allow Congress to remain in session 

and would, afford, them maxium security.•'•̂ •̂  Rumors circulated 

that anti-Goulart deputies and senators would, be attacked by 

labor union hoodlums who had been imported into Brasilia. 

At noon on April 1, Goulart flew to the nation's cap

ital, called, the Congress into special session, and announ

ced, that the rebellion would, be put down within a few more 

hours. Further, he declared that Lacerda would, shortly be 

imprisoned, and. that his flight to the capital was designed 

to-show the world, that he had, firm control of the situation. 

An hour later, he abandoned, the Presidential Palace and. was 

reportedly enroute to Rio.-^^ 

Miguel Arraes, the Goulart supporter from Perambuco, 

was faced with a multitude of problems. General Justine 

Bastos was pressuring him to resign the governorship. Union 

leaders promised to support him with 40,000 laborers and 

armed peasants from the "Peasant Leagues" in the surrounding 

I4l„^ Crise Vista de Brasilia," 0 Cruzeiro, April 10, 
1964, pp. 5^-57. 

142„^ Crise Vista d.e Brasilia," 0 Cinizeiro, April 10, 
1964, p. 57. 
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area. -̂  Since any aid from the loyalist troops was highly 

improbable, Arraes could only await further developments. 

Although he had condemned, certain excessive measures 

proposed by Goulart, Arraes, nevertheless, was strongly linked 

to the Goulart movement. He could, very possibly have imple

mented a sound reform program in Pernambuco had the state 

been isolated, from the rest of the nation.•'•̂ ^ 

But this northeastern province fell under the pressure 

of the revolution. A general strike that started with the 

transportation and. sugar refining industries spread, to other 

sectors of the industrial and. commercial communities. The 

governor's close alliance with labor leaders implicated, him 

in the charge of provoking subversive action against the 

peace and economy of the nation. He was a victim of circum

stance beyond, his control. The Fourth Army Commander, rea

lizing how highly volatile sentiment might erupt in a mass 

uprising in the Northeast, ordered the arrests of Peasant 

League captains and the most influential governor in the 

region. ^ 

Upon learning that arrest was inevitable, Arraes made 

a final declaration in which he called for the people to 

•^^^Murilo Marroquim, "Apao do Quarto Exercito Contra 
Arraes," 0 Cruzeiro, Ano XXXVI, No, 29 (April 25, 1964), ̂ p. 
45-46. Hereafter cited as Marroquim, "Apao do Quarto Exercito." 

l44ifjanguismo Em Pernambuco," reprint from Jornal do 
Brasil, (April 3, 1964) in Silveira, As Palavras de Arraes. 
pp. 150-151. 

^^5Marroquim, "Apao do Quarto Exercito," 0 Cruzeiro, 
April 25. 1964, p. 50. 
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remain loyal to the Federal cause. From the Palace of 

Princesses (The Governor's Mansion), he spoke: 

At this moment in which I am speaking, the 
Governor's Palace is being occupied by army 
troops...which have revolted against the Presi
d.ent of the Republic...they are taking away the 
mandate which the people of Pernambuco gave me.. 
in the recent election.... 

My duties to fulfill an obligation to you are 
being stopped. 

...1 remain loyal to the democratic princi
ples, to legality, and to the constitution... 

I will never renounce or abandon that man
date...which the people gave me... 

As the troops come to apprehend me...I 
hope that all peoples,.,will one day be able to 
lead, our State and our Nation to the greatness 
which we so fervently desire. 

Good evening, my friends,^^" 

Miguel Arras was placed, under house arrest. 

General of the Army Humberto de Alencar Castello Branco 

wias one of the initail planners of the coup. His activities 

during the actual course of the revolution were confined, to 

coordinating the efforts of the rebel forces. Castello, a 

noted, authority on Military tactics and, a graduate of the 

French War College, was well qualified, for this position. 

During World, War II, Castello gained fame as the leader of 

the Brazilian Expeditionary Forces who fought bravely in 

Farewell Radio Speech by Miguel Arraes, Recife, 
April 1, 1964, reprinted in Silveira, Palavras de Arraes. 
pp. 139-140, 
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the Italian Campaign at Anzio, Plaving consistently remained, 

divorced, from any political activity, his status was that of 

a highly trained, professional soldier. 

In various commands he demonstrated excellent leader

ship. First, he was appointed. Commander of the Tenth Military 

Region in Forteleza, From here, Castello headed the General 

Staff School in Rio and. with his promotion to General of the 

Army, he was award.ed. the Fourth Army Command, At the time 

of the revolution, he had, been elevated, to the position of 

Chief of Staff, 

As a member of the Army Institute of History and. Geog

raphy, Castello has contributed, several important works, 

some of which are presently considered, as classics. Most 

notable has been the subject dealing with the Paraguaian 

War, 

Throughout his career. General Castello Branco was noted 

for his active role in promoting discipline and administering 

military justice fairly and honestly. Never had he expressed, 

or demonstrated a desire to gain personal glory. It is for 

this outstanding record that he was acknowledged as the 

true leader of the revolution. Further, it is for these 

reasons that civil and military authority would call upon 

him to lead Brazil back to a course of moderation,^ ^ 

1^7ubiratadne Lemos, "Castello Branco; 0 Cerebro da Rev-
olupSo," 0 Cruzeiro, April 25, 1964, p, 120, Hereafter cited 
as De Lemos. "Castello Branco: 0 Cerebro," 
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Rebel headquarters in Rio were receiving confused re

ports from the Federalist stronghold within the city and 

from army activity in Rio Grande do Sul, Radio Mayrink 

Viega, Radio Nacional, and the Ministry of Education radio 

service had. formed a nationwide netx-rork under Goulart's con

trol. Reports came that the Governor's Palace in Rio was 

under attack by Aragao's marines, that the coastal forts in 

Guanabara had. joined, the rebel cause, and. that only the 

l48 

Commander of the Coastal Artillery xms still holding out. 

Finally, the network announced, that the Third, Army, solidly 

in support of the Presid.ent, was marching from Rio Grande do 

Sul to cut off rebel troops that were coming from Sao Paulo. 

At 11:00 A. M., on April 1, Generals Castello Branco 

and. Costa e Silva were able to establish contact with army 

units throughout the country, A decisive proclamation was 

issued which, no doubt, caused other reluctant factions to 

join the revolutionaries. The reasons for the revolt were 

explicity outlined. 
By his obvious collusion with notarious com

munist agents, under whose rule he seems to be. 
President Joao Goulart placed himself in a 
clearly illegal position. He had denied the 
very principle of Federation by violating the 
autonomy of the several states through inter
vention and pressure of all types. Illegal 
pressures on the National Congress were ex
erted through the labor unions thereby 

•̂ ^̂ Mello E, Souza, "0 Vizinho do Presidente," in Os 
Idos. p, 183, 
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d.estroying the sovereignity of one of the powers 
of the Republic, The nation is being held in a 
permanent nightmare that threatens to plunge it 
into worse economic and. social chaos...denies the 
people an atmosphere of peace and. order so ne
cessary for productive work, economic develop
ment and improved social justice...it is actually 
the President who incites disorder and grants 
immunity to mutinies carried out in public... 
the authority of a President vanishes when he 
totally disregards the fundamental standards 
of the Armed. Forces which, in the interest 
of national security, are placed, under his 
command.1^9 

The message also explained, that the Armed, Forces are designed 

by the Constitution to defend, the country, to guarantee 

constitutional law and. ord.er, and. that the army could no 

longer stand, by and. impassively witness subversive activities, 

Conscious of our responsibilities as leaders, 
we urge all comrades of the Brazilian Army, with
out distinction of rank or position, to join us 
for the sake of national security...our sister 
Armed. Forces, the Navy and. the Air Force, as well 
as the State Auxilliary Forces.. .will not with
hold their support... We will restore legality... 
and assure the maintenance of democracy. 150 

Shortly before Joao Goulart had. embarked for Brasilia, 

he had received a telephone call from his Minister of VJar, 

General Jair Dantas. The general begged him to break his 

alliance with the CGT, but Goulart explained that he could, 

not. At this moment the general then tendered his resigna

tion, thus lessening Goulart's support. 

l49iiManifesto das Generals Castello Branco e Costa e 
Silva," 0 Globo (Rio de Janeiro), April 2, 1964, pp, 1; 4, 
Hereafter cited as "Manifesto das Generals," 

150ffManifesto das Generals," 0 Globo, April 2, April 2, 
1964, p. 4. 
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When news of the Minister's resignation filtered through 

the ranks, it provided an exciting climax to military opera

tions that were und^erway. No sooner had Goulart left, than 

troops guarding the Presidential Palace began to abandon 

their posts. A contingent marched, alongside two tanks 

heading for Lacerda's stronghold in Guanabara Palace. Ten

sion mounted, guns were raised, and. then, almost as if a 

miracle happened, the tanks turned, around, and pointed, their 

guns away. The captain in command, informed, the Governor 

that his men viere at his service,^ 

The Second. Army arrived, from Minas Gerais and entered, 

Guanabara, Troops dispatched by First Army headquarters to 

counteract the movement defected, to the rebels. Rebel troops 

seized the closed, radio and, television stations in Rio and 

placed, them back on the air. Goulart's network was shut 

down. An anxious nation witnessed, through this media the 

last minute drama of the revolution in Rio, Ten officers 

and several guards were sent from the General Staff School 

headquarters to arrest the resisting forces of the Coastal 

Artillery Division, By the time they arrived at their des

tination, this division, quartered in the Copacabana Fort 

directly across the street from one of Rio's television 

^51jurema, Sexta-Feira. 13. PP. 205-206; also see 
Mello e Souza, "0 Vizinho do Presidente," in Os Idos, p, 186; 
and, Antonio Callado, "Jango ou 0 Sucidio Sem Sangue," in 
Os Idos. pp. 272-273. 
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stations, came to learn that the commander of the Fort had. 

already defected to the revolution. The resisting artillery 

group was caught be.tx̂ reen the commanders guard, and those of 

the General Staff. As they made their break, several shots 

were fired. When two men fell wounded, the rest gave up 

without further resistance. The final episode occurred, in 

Rio when Admiral Heck's seized, the naval base in Guanabara. 

With a platoon of sailors disguised as fishermen, he en

countered, little resistance, Castello Branco and Costa e 

Silva in the meantime had. seized, the War Ministry,^ 

In the center of Rio, a large crowd of Goulart supporters 

were dispersed, by army troops that were returning from the 

city-state's borders. When the crowd resisted, the troops 

killed, two demonstrators,•'•^^ 

The revolution culminated in Rio Grande do Sul, Second 

Army troops were diverted to Porto Alegre once it was af

firmed, that a sizable loyalist element existed in that area. 

The Third. Army was placed, under a Goulart general, Leonel 

Brizola conducted a series of rallies throughout the city 

urging the citizens to resist the rebel invasion. Governor 

Meneghetti was forced to flee into the interior where a pro-
154 

visional State Government was established. 

^52Giauco Carneiro, "Forte Copacabana Nao Foi Tomado," 
0 Cruzeiro, April 25, 1964, pp, 85-86, 

^^^Callado, Jango ou o Sucidio in Os Idos, p, 273. 
154Tito Tajas, Antonio Ronek, e^ al." ̂  Queda da Segunda 

Republica de Piratini." pj:ruzeiro, April 25, 1964, pp, 91-95. 
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Goulart, returning to Rio, was informed of the course of 

events and directed his pilot to alter course and fly directly 

to Porto Alegre, He felt that any remaining support would be 

found in his home state of Rio Grande dp Sul, Upon arrival, 

he was met by General Pereira Teles, the Third Army Commander, 

who informed him that no such support existed. Word came im

mediately that Meneghetti had rallied a sizable faction of 

the Third Army and was about to re-enter the city. A second 

dispatch revealed, that the Second Army had arrived, from Sao 

Paulo. General Teles offered Goulart and Brizola a guarantee 

of free passage from the city. Goulart flew to meet his 

family who was waiting in Uruguay and, Brizola fled, into the 

interior of the state.^^ 

Goulart's ministers were placed, under arrest along with 

his military advisor. General Assis Brasil, and. Pinheiro Neto, 

Chief of SUPRA. They were stopped, shortly before they planned 

to embark for Brasilia to meet with the President, They did 

not realize that he had. already landed in Porto Alegre, Os-
156 waldo Pacheco and. other union leaders were arrested. 

Congress halted, a beared discussion when the Senate 

President announced, that the presidential post had been va

cated. At 6:30 P. M, on April 1, 1964, Chamber President 

•••^^ajes, Ronek, eJt al. "A Queda da Segunda Republica de 
Piratini," 0 Cruzeiro, April 25, 1964, pp, 95-96, 

^^^Jurema, Sexta-Feira. 13. PP. 210-211, 
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Raneri Mazzilli was installed once again as the President of 

the Republic."̂ "̂̂  

•̂ •̂ Âlberto Dines, "De Baixos Dos Deuses," in Os Idos. 
p. 348. Mazilli had. also assumed the presidency in 1961 
when Janio Quadros had tendered his resignation. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE AFTERMATH 

The days which followed, the climax of the revolution 

were hectic. Great celebrations were seen throughout the 

country. Complete realignment of the government and. its 

policies were the results. There were many startling revel

ations. Investigations conducted by the military and. civil 

police shox̂ ed good, cause for the revolution. Meanwhile, the 

domestic policy implemented, by the new regime saw much joy 

transformed, into resentment as a policy of austerity was 

implemented by a "hard-line" leadership. 

Joao Goulart, his family, and several aides with the 

approval of the Uruguayan Government took up residence in 

Solymar, a town near Montevideo. Goulart, with no apparent 

signs of bitterness, remained calm and. did, not speak of or

ganizing a counter-revolution. In his first interview with 

the press, he announced, that he had. not resigned his position. 

Congress, according to him, had ceased to conduct itself 

within the limits of the Constitution, He felt that he had 

no power over them and asserted that the military had il

legally deserted him, -During this interview, some important 

questions were asked: 

Question: "Sir, are you a communist?" 

Answer: "I am not, nor ever was I a communist. 
My policies were eminently nationalis
tic," 
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Question: "Who is responsible for your down
fall?" 

Answer: "The national and foreign monopolies 
fomented, the revolt because of the 
nationalization of the petroleum 
industry and because of the Agra
rian Reform program. 

Question: "Were the Brazilian people satisfied 
with your government?" 

Answer: "I displeased certain privileged 
sectors of the population, but I 
certainly must have pleased, the 
neglected, masses of the people."1^° 

Joao Goulart's later pronouncements were of a stronger 

nature, but as the months passed his voice began to fade into 

the unfortunate epoch thus recorded, in Brazilian history. 

The scheduled 'JFamily March for God and Liberty'.' in 

Rio was held April 2, 1964. With the revolution being 

successfully completed, the march took the appearance of a 

victory celebration. Over one million people congregated 

and. outwardly demonstrated, an overwhelming exhuberance of " 

joy and. approval of the coup, undoubtedly a most thrilling 

moment in the nation's contemporary history. The gaiety 

seen only during "Carnival" was very much present. Tears 

of happiness filled the eyes of many Brazilians, ̂ 9 

•'•̂  Tabajara Tajes and. Nelson Coria, "A Retirada de Jango," 
0 Cruzeiro (April 25, 1964), p, l6, 

-̂ 9̂por a complete account of this march, see: "Deus, 
Pamilia e Liberdade," Manchete, Edicao Historica (April, 
1964), pp, 4-13. 
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On April 9. 1964, the Supreme Revolutionary Command was 

created. It was composed of the three newly selected. Armed 

Forces Ministers: General Arthur da Costa e Silva (War), 

Lieutenant General Francisco de Assis Correia de Millo 

(Air Force), and Vice-Admiral Hermann Rademaker Grunewald 

(Navy), plus the commanders of the four regional armies, 

and the Chief of the National Security Council, This re

volutionary body quickly issued the First Institutional Act 

to "guarantee a government capable of answering the desires 

of the Brazilian people."^^^ 

The authors of the Institutional Act guaranteed, the 

maintenance of the 1946 Constitution, but temporarily set 

aside some of its provisions. This was designed to place 

the bulk of power into the hands of the executive branch. 

Congress x̂ as ord.ered, to elect a new president and, vice-

president within two days after the promulgation of the act. 

Any legislation sent to the Congress had, to be acted upon 

within thirty days, otherwise, the proposal would automa

tically become law. Article 6 allox-jed the president to de

clare a state of national emergency for a maximum of thirty 

days and allow the federal government to intervene into 

state government affairs. 

^^^"0 Ato Institucional" of the Supreme Military Com
mand, Rio de Janeiro, April 9. 1964, reprinted in Os Idos, 
p. 401, Hereafter cited as "0 Ato Institucional," 
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Other provisions allowed the president to conduct 

investigations of people suspected, of subversive activities. 

Any citizen or public servant was subject to having his po

litical rights cancelled for a period of no longer than ten 

years. An elected official could be removed from office if 

an investigation proved he had committed a "crime" against 

the state. This was construed, to mean that he must have 

practiced, corruption, subversion, or espoused a political 

philosophy contrary to the policy of the state. The last 

article allowed that the act was to remain in effect until 

January 31, 1966, at which time a newly elected, president 

would take off ice. "'-"•'• Nationwide elections were scheduled 

for October 3, 1965. 

Two days later the Army Chief of Staff, Humberto Cas

tello Branco, resigned, his commission from the army and. was 

sworn in as the nex-r president. Congressman Jose Maria 

Alkmim was elected, vice-president. Governor Lacerda called 

a conference of the governors who had. not been arrested. 

The outcome was a vote of confidence for the Castello Branco 

government in which these men pledged their support for the 

new presid.ent, 

Castello Branco's first state of the union address was 

devoted primarily to Brazil's foreign policy. The President 

3-6l"0 Ato Institucional," in Os Idos. pp, 402-403, The 
act provided that elections would be held on October 3, 1965. 

-^^^Douglas Ferreira da Silva, "Governadores Indicam 
Castello," 0 Cruzeiro (April 25, 1964), p, 117. 
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aligned the nation with a pro-Western policy that x̂ ould 

strive for collective security against communism in the 

Western hemisphere,. The economic domestic program would 

begin its assault on inflation immediately while develop

ment of the country's resources would continue.-^^3 

The new President put Congress' mind at ease with the 

assurance that the Constitution would, be respected, in all 

instances and that the courts' decisions would be upheld.-^^^ 

His penchant for legality established him as a moderate. 

This was probably the best role that he could assume in that 

two factions would, rise to oppose him as the goals of the 

revolution were being sought, 

A series of investigations by state police and. armed. 

forces personnel were initiated, immediately to determine 

the seriousness of alleged, subversive activities. The results, 

indeed staggering, served, to justify the revolutionists' ac

tion. The investigations led. to the arrest of a group of 

delegates comprising a Red. Chinese trade mission. 

The political division of the Guanabara State Police 

Force uncovered, a telegram addressed to the Chinese group 

from the former director of the Department of Telegraphs 

^^3Benedito Coutinho and Jose Belem, "Castello Branco 
No Planalto," 0 Cruzeiro, Ano XXXVI, (May 9, 1964), pp. 10-11. 

•'•̂ D̂e Lemos, "Castello Branco: 0 Cerebro," 0 
Cruzeiro, (April 25, 1964), p. 21. 
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and. Mails. The telegram authorized the group to have free 

access to telegraph service. Backtracking, the investigators 

discovered the group's headquarters in an apartment building 

in Rio where thousands of dollars, pounds sterling, and 

Swiss francs and bales of communist propaganda leaflets, 

books, and, films were discovered. Lists of names on an 

"assassination" schedule and. correspondence which denoted 

transfer of funds to the Ulffi (National Student Union) shocked, 

the investors. 

Other incriminating evidence led, the investigators to 

the Hungarian Embassy which in the meantime had, been abondoned. 

Subversive material in that building was found in abundance. 

Dealings between the Chinese and, Hungarian agents and. the 

Brazilian government was conducted by an employee of the Bank 

of Brazil who supplied the two with valuable government re

ports. Analysis of coded, documents proved, that the Chinese's 

primary mission was to assist in the organization of peasant 

guerilla forces around, the state of Guanabara, It was in 

the rural Jacarepagua' district that a sizable arsenal was 

uncovered on a private estate. The owner of the estate was 

was none other than Joao Goulart, 

^^^Jorge Aud.irand Anver Bilate, "Missao Comercial 
Chinesa Celula do Partido Comunismo Internacional," 
0 Cruzeiro (April 25, 1964), pp. 125-126, 
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As a result of eight hundred investigations during the 

first month, more than four hundred arrests were made. Tons 

of subversive material were seized, A great amount of this 

material originated in Havana. A thorough search of the 

Metal Workers Union Building uncovered a vast amount of 

Communist propaganda material plus as ammunition d.epot filled 

with "Molotov Cocktails." Similar materials and receipts 

for cash contributions and amounting to CR $1,000,000,000 

were discovered in CGT and CACO (Student Education Assis

tance Fund) offices. A great d.eal of the monies x\ras supplied 

by the Ministry of Education. One particular receipt indi

cated that CR $2,000,000 had been transferred to the UNE from 

the president's civil advisor's office, then headed, by Darci 

Ribeiro.^^^ 

The Ministry of Education proved, to have been the ori-

ginator of many activities. When payroll lists were checked, 

for authenticity, sixty-eight names in one division alone 

did. not check out with other records. It was revealed that 

these people were actually members of the UNE, but received 

compensation for their chauffeurs for one division was going 

a bit too far.^^*^ 

^^^Jorge Audf, Anver Bilate, et al, "Os Trinta 
Dinheiros da Traipao," 0 Cruzeiro (May 9, 1964), p. 87. 
Hereafter cited as Audi, "Os Trinta." 

^^"^Audf, "Os Trinta," 0 Cruzeiro, (May 9. 1964). 
p. 88. 
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In Recife, similar discoveries were mad.e upon the 

arrest of various government officials and Peasant League 
» 

leaders. The most shocking revelation came when plans for 

an armed uprising were revealed. It was this plan that 

linked together the efforts of various communist and sub

versive groups. A revolution conducted by labor unions 

and. Peasant Leagues was schedule to be held May 1, 1964, 

the religious and temporal holiday afforded to labor 

throughout the world. This is the Feast Day of St. Joseph 

the VJorker, and. is internationally known as Labor Day. 

This information vxas made available to the revolutionary 

generals only a fexv days before they initiated, their cam

paign against the Goulart government. Upon receiving this 

information, little doubt as to whether they should take 
l68 

decisive action remained, in their minds. 

Many leftists and. subversives either fled, the country 

or placed, themselves into voluntary exile within the con

fines of embassy grounds in Rio. Those suspected subversives 

who were arrested, were dealt with fairly. The Supreme Re

volutionary Command leased three passenger ships from the 

Loid.e Brasileiro Steamship Company and placed the prisoners 

aboard. Thorough investigations of each person concerned 

De Lemos, "Castello Branco: 0 Cerebro," 
0 Cruzeiro (April 25. 1964), pp. 125-126. 
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were conducted before his trial came to court. The trials 

were serious in nature yet punishment was extremely lenient 

due to the efforts of the nex7 president, Castello Branco.^^9 

Although ten thousand people were ultimately investi

gated, this action to clear away vestiges of communism and 

subversiveness cannot necessarily be construed as a purge. 

No executions were ordered and the judicial system remained 

intact. Punishment came with 112 elected office hold.ers 

losing their mandate. Five governors of the Northern states 

of Para, Sergipe, Pernambuco, Amazonas, Acre, and Badger 

Silveira of Rio de Janeiro were removed, from office. Forty-

six fed.eral deputies X'̂ere deprived of their rights to vote 

and. hold, office. Juscelino Kubitscheck, Janio Quadros, and 

Celso Furtado were stripped, of their political rights for 

ten years due to their "association x:ith or furtherance of 

the socioeconomic philosophy of Getulio Vargas."^70 

Before the First Institution Act expired in October, 

1964, several hundred military officers vjere dismissed from 

service or involuntarily retired from service. Over too 

civil service employees lost their political rights for ten 

years, and an additional 4,500 were dismissed frovii 

^^^Richard K. Schneider, "Interim Rei.':(ne in Brazil," 
Current History (Decejubcr, 1965), P. 351. Hereafter cited 
as Schneider, •'"interim Regine." 

I'̂ Ĵohn J. Johnson, "Bra/^l in Qî anclry: /.chicvoi . nts 
and Difficulties of the Castillo Pr.-:hco Re-iro," Curroirl. 
History (January, 1965). P. -'̂f- liororfter citecl a. Ju..uson, 
"Brfizii in Quandry." 
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government service due to duplication of jobs or outright 

171 
"featherbedding." Since the judiciary branch of the 

government was not affected by the Institutional Act, several 

Goulart appointees were allowed, to retain their positions 

on the Supreme Court. As these dismissals and cancellations 

of rights took place, the Castello Branco Government evolved, 

as a regime that vxould continue to pursue a policy or auster

ity that touched, upon every facet of the national life. 

^•^^Jeanne Kuebler, "Brazil: Democracy or Dictatorship?" 
PiHit.nviAl Research Reports (January 26, 1966), p. 77. ^^re^ 
after cited as Kuebler, "Brazil: Democracy. 

,^iiji 



CHAPTER 7 

ANALYSIS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERMENT 

Roberto Campos., the Ambassador to the United States, 

was recalled, shortly after the revolution and placed in 

charge of rebuilding the economy of the nation. Minister 

of Planning Campos has pursued a policy of close control 

over every facet of the economy. Such a policy has not 

increased the Minister's popularity but, more important, 

has slowly reduced, the inflationary trend. 

Campos' s plan has largely been implemented, through the 

Minister of the Treasury's office which has been headed by 

a highly capable man, Otavio de Bulhoes. Instead, of imple

menting a deflation policy, plans have called, for sloxir 

arrestment of the inflationary trend. This has been accom-

172 
plished through minimum issuance of new currency, ' The 

Bank of Brazil was ordered to place a ceiling on redis

counts, thereby creating a reduction in loans to private 

firms and. consequently, a recession in business. 

To instill a return of confidence in the currency system, 

artificial controls were at first placed over the inter

national exchange rate for the first six months. This 

^"^^Recently, a psychological factor was introduced when 
the name of the currency was changed to "Novo Cruzeiro" and 
the old ratio was reduced by dropping the last three zeros 
from the bank notes. At the time of this writing, the new 
exchange rate was US $1,00 - NC $2,70, 

128 
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resulted in a lower inflation rate of fifty per cent after 

173 

the first year. '-^ Along with this control over the currency 

has been the removal of subsides on wheat, petroleum, and 

newsprint. This action has reduced pressure on the govern

ment's deficit spending which Minister Campos has viewed 
174 

as a principal source of inflation. 

Economist Campos has shown evidence that investment of 

private capital is the key to Brazil's future development. 

Certain tax shelters are available to those investors who 

participate in a massive building program that calls for 

the construction of 500,000 low-cost houses.^-^ Two other 

methods of increasing revenue have been the imposition of 

a sales tax and an enforced, method, of collecting personal 

and corporate income taxes. These measures should, bring the 

budget into closer balance. 

As noted, in Castello Branco's inaugural speech, 

realignment with the West was considered to be of prime 

importance. Outward denunciation of communism has not been 

sufficient to regain confidence in the nation's government. 

The government heretofore has worked hard, to restore its 

economic image. This has been carried out to some d.egree 

^"^^uebler, "Brazil: Democracy," Editorial Research 
Reports, p. 75. 

^"^^Johnson, "Brazil in Quandry," Current History 
(January, 1965). P. l4. 

^•^^Johnson, "Brazil in Quandry," Current History 
(January, 1965). P. l4. 



130 

of effectiveness through full acceptance of the nation's 

foreign financial obligations. Further, modification of 

the profit remittance law instituted by Goulart has gained 

favor with foreign investors. Reasonable settlement of 

claims arising out of Goulart's expropriation of several 

foreign owned utility companies has expelled the fears of 

other investors. Late in 1964, some capital was re-entering 

the country. 

As an outward, token in support of the new regime, 

foreign debts were readjusted to be paid, out over a longer 

period of time. Apprehension in the minds of foreign 

creditors has not completely vanished, as evidenced, by- no 

large new loans being made. More than likely, international 

finance circles have been waiting to see if Brazil can per

form on what little funds are presently available. If the 

country shox̂ s responsible management of its revenues and. 

disbursements, more will come. 

For all this change in policy, the nation has continued 

to experience the pains of inflation. Constant pressure 

from labor, which has suffered, from a vrage "freeze," makes 

an anti-inflation program hard, to manage. Price increases 

have been the source of the discontent. For example, the 

subsidy on wheat was lifted and the price of bread soared 

overnight to new heights. Speculation in food stuffs has 

remained unchecked and, consequently, prices have continued 
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to rise.-'''̂ ^ 

A certain amount of stagnation in the economy occurred, 

in 1964 and I965 resulting in increased unemployment. This 

created a highly precarious situation since the population 

is increasing at a rate of 2,000,000 persons annually. Dur

ing the 1970's, forecasts estimate that it will be twice that 

figure.-'''̂ '̂  

Regardless of these alarming figures, the overall ob

jectives of the financial planning program are being slowly 

met on a nationwide basis. The inflation has slowed, down 

and. the corresponding cost of living has been reduced, from 

sixty percent in 1964 to forty percent in 1965. A slight 

increase was experienced, in 1966. 

Brazil must receive new sources of investments from out

side the nation to maintain itself, A solid foundation of 

basic industry already exists within the country. The gov

ernment is effectively collecting taxes and reducing its de

ficit spending. The overall solution, then, appears to be 

one of placing outside investment into private industry which 

in turn can be fairly taxed. With investment going into in

dustry, more wage earners (and, subsequently, consumers) can 

^"^^Johnson, "Brazil in Quandry," Current History 
(January, 1965). P. 51. 

•'•'̂ '̂ Schneider, "Interim Regime," Current History 
(January, 1965). P. 51. 

•̂ "̂ "̂The Testing Place," Time, Vol. 89. No, I6, (April 
21, 1967), p, 32, Hereafter cited as "The Testing Place," 

jm̂  
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be supported without being dependent on subsidies from the 

government. Government expenses can be reduced, as ind.ustry 

assumes a social conscience. 

There are signs that the conservative elite are begin

ning to accept the idea of socio-economic reforms, A massive 

housing program and moderate land reform have been initiated. 

While aspects of the former have previously been discussed, 

the land, reform program essentially entails extension of cre

dit to the peasant and providing him with technical guidance. 

Further, large estates are being broken up with short-term 

government bonds issued to the latifundist. No notable 

overt reaction has been demonstrated by this latter class 

179 of society since the law was enacted. ' ̂  

There has been some speculation that the Northeast and, 

other poverty stricken areas will be absorbed, by industrial 

expansion programs. Supporting evidence is available as 

seen by SUDENE's successful efforts in attracting new in

dustry into the area. A large potassium fertilizer plant, 

a caustic soda plant, and. a tire manufacturing plant, at

tracted, by special tax incentive programs, are presently 

iinder construction. 

179johnson, "Brazil in Quandry," Cvirrent History 
(January, I965), p, 15? also, see "The Testing Place," 
Time (April 21, I967). p. 32. 

^^^Herbert Cahn, "Politics Brazilian Style," New 
Leader (February 15, 1965), P. 7. Hereafter cited as Cahn, 
"Politics Brazilian Style," 
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Hydro-electric and. irrigation projects promoted by the gov

ernment will assist in strengthening the social and economic 

conditions. 

Some efforts have been made in advancing education into 

the outlying districts through federal aid and state programs. 

The increase in population on a year by year basis has left 

the national educational facilities far behind the current 

d.emand.. Illiteracy remains in the seventy percentile group 

throughout many areas in the country. University students 

tend, to confine their studies to the humanities despite a 

vital need for men educated in the scientific and technical 

fields. Plans call for doubling the number of universities 

within the country. At present, only forty-one are in op-

oration. 

The military has played an important part in civic 

action programs. The army, for example, has established, 

communication stations throughout isolated, regions of the 

country. Remote villages now communicate with the outside, 

Bord.er patrols have been established by the army and navy 

to prevent the inflow of contraband goods. To further cur

tail this flow, fiscal checkpoints along thoroughfares are 

maintained. The Air Force has continued for years to render 

transport service to remote areas. Medical supplies. 

^^^"The Testing Place," Time (April 21, I967). P. 33 
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doctors, and health service personnel are regularly flown 

to the outlying areas. The Navy sends hospital ships on 

regular cruises along the inland waterways to render medical 

services. Elementary schools, manned, by army personnel, 

have been established in the interior. More recently, the 

army has undertaken civil engineering projects in the form 

of road building and laying railroad tracks. 

There is a definite reason for the armed forces activi

ties in this particular area. Surprisingly, it is not to 

maintain national security, but because charitable institu

tions and. private enterprise have not demonstrated a desire 

182 

to render such service.-^ Along the littoral life is care

free and. some form of employment is available in one way or 

the other. The gaiety and conveniences of the city is a 

remote cry from hardships and, loneliness of the Interior. . 

As no professional man desires to establish his office in 

these areas, the armed forces have been designated, as the 

agency to administer welfare. Since a tour of duty will 

last only a year or two, such "hardship" assignments are 

generally taken in stride by military personnel. 

.The revolutionary government has shown signs of contin

uing a civic action policy through the amied forces as long as 

it does not compete with private enterprise. Such projects 

'lS2nA Testing Place," Time (April 21, I967). P. 30. 



135 

exemplify the military's role in the Brazilian's life. It 

is a welfare agency that not only protects the political 

rights and lives of. the citizens, but also assists in sus

taining those lives. ^ 

Despite all that has been accomplished by the revolu

tion, much is left to be done. Millions of Brazilians still 

live in favelas where conditions are squalid, and. crime is 

prevalent. In rural areas, the large majority of the popu

lation remains landless and. at the mercy of the latifundist. 

There are strong indications that the rural dx̂ ellers 

are ready for a Marxian revolution. When agrarian reform 

was mentioned, spokesmen for the peasants indicated that 

small plots of the latifundium were not desired, but that 

the whole latifundium should, be given to those who toiled, 

on it.-*"^ Surprisingly, a number of Catholic priests living 

in close quarters with the under-privileged have abolished 

the traditional paternalistic attitude of the Church in 

Latin America, These men are actively supporting a social

istic counter-revolution. Archbishop Jose Tavora has openly 

supported, a revolution of violence to overthrow the dictators, 

"Dictator" has been construed, by him and his followers, to 

-^^3Author's interview with Lieutenant V/allace Gnaedinger, 
USN, Communication Advisor, US Naval Mission and MAAG to 
Brazil, May, I967, Gnaedinger emphasized the increased civic 
action activities being conducted by the Brazilian Armed 
Forces, 

^S^Michel Bosquet, "Is Brazil at the Brink?" Atlas 
(July, 1966), p, 19, Hereafter cited as Bosquet, "Is Brazil." 
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mean the latifundist, the bourgeoise industrialist, and 

American economic interest. Violence surrounds this seg

ment of the population in the form of starvation, disease, 

infant mortality, and early d.eath. Violence must be utilized 

to combat the violators. ^ 

Francisco Juliao has gone into hiding in Mexico. From 

this part of Central America, he is definitely planning to 

re-enter Brazil and lead a revolution of the peasants. An 

avowed Marxist by his own word, he has affirmed that the 

revolution will be a long, a very long process. 
The intervention of the United. States is un
avoidable,,,when the Brazilian people rise 
against oligarchy, the foundations of American 
imperialism will shake all over the continent, 
and. imperialism will react just as it did. in 
Vietnam...the liberation of Latin America 
started, in Cuba...blood will be shed. We know 
that no one will help us. We are not counting 
on it. We shall take our weapons from the 
enemy.1^^ 

Juliao has seen no support from industrial workers who 

have obtained large salaries in comparison to his own fol

lowers. The target for the revolution will naturally be the 

latifundists and the industrialists who are not allied. He 

also alleges that the "bonapartist" dictatorship of Castello 

Branco will be attacked if the "facist" Lacerda does not 

attack the dictatorship first. 

•̂ •̂ B̂osquet, "Is Brazil," Atlas, p. 20. 

^^^Bosquet, "Is Brazil," Atlas, p, 21. 
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Juliao feels that an uprising is inevitable because 

the Revolutionary Government appears to be catering to every 

whim of North American interests. He feels that profits 

gained by American companies operating in Brazil are leaving 

the nation. This alleged flight capital is needed for rein

vestment into the stagnant economy which witnesses unemploy

ment and hunger. To combat this practice, a new group has 

been formed between he and. his peasants, Miguel Arraes, the 

liberal Industralists, the liberal intellectual sector, and, 

finally, the liberal arm of the Catholic Church, The mili

tary officers and. personnel dismissed from service will form 

the core of his militia.^^7 

Realizing that Juliao maintains an extremist point of 

view, his threats must be given attention. Possibly atten

tion might be given to his plea of relinguishing "the whole 

latifundium to those who work it." Apportioning small par

cels of land to individuals has not always worked in historic 

land reform programs. Usually the reason is that production 

is not sufficient to realize any sizable surplus capital. 

Surplus capital reinvested is necessary for the growth of 

an economy, A cooperative operation might be the solution 

in that expenses are reduced. This operation x̂ ould require 

that a definite percentage of production be laid aside as 

^^"^Bosquet, "Is Brazil," Atlas, p, 22, 
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surplus, and the remainder distributed proportionately among 

the owners. 

Implementation of this policy or something similar would, 

assist the revolution in achieving its socio-economic goals. 

At the same time it would, serve to meet the demands of the 

Brazilian peasant and. ultimately place the communist on the 

outside. 

Six months after the April Revolution occurred, the 

Castello Branco regime remained, in complete control of the 

government. The President continued, to send, legislation to 

Congress and ask for its opinion. Some modifications to 

proposed, legislation were accepted, but never were the aims 

of the revolution—"to purify the government"—weakened. 

The move to the right was clearly underway, but with a grow-

ing resistence from both political and. population sectors. 

A fissure between Congress and the military emerged. As 

time passed, it continued, to x̂ riden until a drastic measure 

was deemed necessary to implement. This was the enactment 

of the Second Institutional Act, For all the cancellations 

of political rights among congressmen, the military still 

felt that an over-abundance of left-leaning representatives 

remained in their seats in Brasilia, The military believed 

that the politicians were failing in their responsibility 

-^^^"Governo Castello, Governo de Boa-Fe," 0 Cruzeiro, 
Ano XXVII, No. 1 (October 10, 1964), p, 51. Hereafter cited 
as "Governo Castello," 
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to solve the problems facing the nation. This failure was 

attributed to congressmen's continued, corruptness, incompe

tency, or apathy. Possibly Congress got a bitter taste at 

the beginning of the new regime when it was asked to approve 

a military pay raise bill. No mention was made of raising 

the pay of civil service workers or of representatives,•'•9 

The army continues to further its image as a guardian 

of Brazilian democracy. Three years after it resumed, this 

active role, the civilian element wonders if this is merely 

a myth. It must be pointed, out that while a difference of 

opinion exists between the "moderates" of Castello Branco 

and the "hard-line" of Costa e Silva, Army solidarity re

mains intact. Splinter factions have not dissolved, the 

military structure as it has the political parties. For 

this reason, the Army must be recognized, as the stabilizing 

force in the government stmcture. A strong example set by 

this agency should influence the political parties. This 

demonstration of solidarity is intended to influence the 

citizenry which, in turn, can readjust itself from the 

political holocaust in which it has been entrapped since 

the days of Janio Quadros' resignation. 

The people's mind vras placed at ease as the six-month 

deadline for the enactment of Articles 7 and 10, the pro-

190iiRevolupao Para de Punir," 0 Cruzeiro (October 10, 
1964), p. 48, 
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visons which authorized the cancellation of political 

rights,^90 ^Qj^Q ̂ Q ^j^ Qj^^^ Although this action restored 

a certain amount of confidence in the government, it left 

the political parties in a disheveled condition as many lea

d.ers had. lost their positions due to the cancellation of 

rights. A few weeks earlier Congress had approved Castello 

Branco's electorial reform lax\r. The laxsr basically widened 

political participation and limited, economic power over the 

electorial system. It vjas designed, to reduce the number 

of political parties by raising requirements for membership 

and. expanding the geographic requirements, Electorial 

courts were authorized, to referee internal democratic pro

ceedings. Externally, party alliances were restricted, to 

a large degree as were the perogatives of a politician who 

desired to shift to another party or to another constituency. 

Court-supervised primaries with representative conventions 

overrode the practice of having party leaders directly 

appoint candidates.191 

Pressure applied to political parties created a violent 

reaction against the Revolutionary Government the following 

year. The Revolution Bloc was based on the former conserva

tive National Democratic Union Party of Lacerda and a sizable 

^90Hijevolupao Para de Punir," 0 Cruzeiro (October 10, 
1964), p. 48. 

191i»G6verno Castello," 0 Cruzeiro (October 10, 1964), 
p. 51; also, see Schneider, "Interim Regime," Current 
History (December, 1965). P. 351. 
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amount of internal disruption developed within the respective 

parties as well as disagreement among the parties themselves. 

This should be viewed as a normal outcome as readjustment 

was the plan of the revolution. Ultimately, two factions 

arose before the elections were held in October, I965. Mag

alhaes Pinto and Lacerda both became outspoken critics of 

the Castello Branco government. Kubitschek's dispossession 

was a sore point with politicians as well as voters. He was 

scheduled to run in 1965 as the Social Democrat candidate 

for the presidency. Many felt that Kubitschek's refusal to 

support the revolution was the reason for his ostracization 

from political life. Lacerda openly supported. Kubitschek's 

cause even though he, himself, was also a candidate for the 

presid.ency."̂ 92 Although Ad.em.ar de Barros X'̂as once supported, 

by those groups whom he deposed, he rode with the revolution's 

policy. 

Pressure was placed, on Castello Branco to step up the 

campaign of ridding the country of any remaining elements 

that might rise against the revolution. This in effect was 

a campaign that started with Kubitschek, who undoubtedly was 

tainted with political sin. Ademar de Barros xvas investi

gated by the "hard-line" but no charges were rendered. 

Castello realized he must maintain support from the civilian 

quarter as "hard-line" pressure began to mount. 

192schneider, "Interim Regime," Current History 
(December, I965), P. 351. 
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In a surprising move, the President ordered the Army 

into Goias and. seized control of the state government. Gov

ernor Mauro Borges had been associated, with leftists and the 

state treasury financial reports were somewhat obscure. This 

was common knowledge throughout the country, and, consequently, 

provided substantial grounds for his removal. 

The fact that Borges had strongly supported, the revolu

tion which deposed Goulart created, the only serious problem. 

Castello's move was legal within the limits of the constitu

tion, but, politically, it was a blunder.•'-93 

Such a move can be interpreted in two ways. First, it 

served, to show that Castello was politically inastute, a 

characteristic d.emonstrated. throughout his tenure, and. that 

he d.esired no glory for himself. The president has been 

very much the legalist and apparently has felt that even his 

supporters must be dismissed if proper evidence proves them 

guilty of wrongdoing. Secondly, it appeared to the people 

that he had finally been overpox-rered by the "hard-line" 

element. During the gubernatorial elections in I965 a re

action was recorded as the revolution's opposition was 

elected, 

Castello Branco's tenure of office x̂ as extended until 

March 15, 1967, in order to allow more time for the goals 

of the revolution to be realized. During the .period prior 

193cahn, "Politics Brazilian Style," New Leader 
(February 15, 1965). P. 7. 

î .. 
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the gubernatorial elections of October, 1965, the "hard

line" military and a large element of the populace began 

to construe the law-abiding spirit and moderation shown by 

the president to be a sign of weakness. It was Costa e 

Silva who surprisingly prevented the President's dismissal 

by the "hard-line." From that time forward, the War Minis

ter acted as a mediator for the President, He persuaded 

Castello to enact a new series of decrees that would further 

tighten the President's control over the government thus 

appeasing the "hard-line,"194 A joint congressional com

mittee began hearings on this bill during August, 1965, 

As the elections approached, the efforts of the previ

ous eighteen months' work by the revolutionary leaders 

had, to be judged. The only weapon with which the regime 

could, arm itself was an "ineligibility law" that was passed, 

during July, This lax̂  forbade electioneering by either 

Goulart's former associates or by the associates of the 

d.eposed. governors,-^95 Exiled and. disenfranchised, politi

cians campaigned, vigorously for the candidates who opposed, 

the revolution. The anti-inflation policies of the govern

ment were in full operation by this time, causing the personal 

budget of the citizen to strained. The campaigners did not 

194iirphe Testing Place," Time (April 21, 1967). p. 31. 

''•^^uebler, "Brazil: Democracy," Editorial Research 
Reports (January 26, 1966), p, 64, 
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let the voters forget it. 

The opponents of the revolution vjon clear-cut victories 

in seven out of eleven states. Of particular interest V7ere 

the elections in Guanabara and Minas Gerais. Lacerda»s can

didate, Flexo Ribeiro, was solidly defeated by Francisco 

Negrao de Lima, a close friend of Kubitschek, Goulart̂ ŝ 

labor party lent strong support to Negrao de Llna once their 

two candidates x-xere ruled out by the new election laws,•'-9̂  

Kubitschek's endorsement of Israel Pinheiro for the guber

natorial race resulted, in another impressive victory for the 

opposition in Minas, Governor Magalhaes Pinto's candidate 

vfas viexfed. as a supporter of the revolutionary governanent 

even though Magalhaes Pinto himself had become one of its 

prom.lnent critics. Since Sao Paulo elections xfere not sched.

uled, for that year, the third, major election of prime im

portance X'jas that in ParanaT, Here the revolution scored, a 

victory when Ney Braga's candidate xjas easily elected.. Over

all, the revolution x-jas faced x̂iith a severe set-back. To 

maintain supremacy over governmental affairs, a new rir;id 

policy had to be implemented immediately. 

I96|,]£̂pec3}-,£)1 Henrique Lott i;as ruled Inel.icrible dr.c to 
his failure to meet residence requlrcriients. The revolution
ary government further determined iJello de Almeida to ]vj a 
"close associate" of Joao'Goulart in thatliC xvas appo^nled 
Minister of 
As a result 
his candidacy. 

c i a u e ' oi oUIA.U UUU.ICJ.J. i/ x.'.i L/JIO.I/ ^̂ ^ ....̂ ^ w ,̂.,,̂ ... .a. ..v.. 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n durln^5 t h e G o u l a r t a f c i n l s t i - a t i o n . 

, t h e " I n e l i g i b i l i t y lai.^" of J u l y a l s o v:-c-vorite<^ 
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Brazil's ambassador to the United States, Juracy Magal

haes, was recalled and appointed Minister of Justice with 

instructions to revive the work of the revolution. There 

was considerable speculation that this former army general 

and governor of Bahia, was actually being considered by the 

Revolution Bloc as its next presidential candidate."̂ "̂̂  

Castello Branco announced, that the elections and. in

stallations of the opponents would, be upheld, but again he 

had to appease the "hard-line" by announcing that the action 

of the opposing governors would, be closely controlled, through 

a series of new amendments then being drafted, in Congress. 

Congress felt that the .elections had, given it a new 

degree of autonomy and, consequently balked, when the Presi

dent pressed, for approval of his measures. After several 

sessions had. failed, to approve the amendments, the Presi

dent early in the morning of October 27, I965. overrode 

Congress and. issued, the Second. Institutional Act which 

virtually gave him total power over the federal and state 

governments. 

The Second Institutional Act dissolved all existing 

political parties and reconstructed the judiciary to fit 

the needs of the revolution. Six new judges X'jere added 

to the Supreme Court and six additional to the Court of 

Appeals, The jurisdiction of the Military Tribunal Court 

197schneid,er, "Interim Regime," Current History, 
(December, 1965). PP. 353-354, 
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was expanded over civilians, as well as military personnel 

who were accused of subversion or crimes committed against 

national security. Governors and their immediate subordin

ates were placed, under its scrutiny,-^98 

The President was granted extra-ordinary powers wherein 

he could, declare a State of Emergency for periods extending 

up to 180 days. This could be applied on a state or national 

level whenever he determined, intervention necessary to con

trol "internal commotion or subversion." Once again he was 

empowered, to suspend the constitutional and political rights 

of any office-holder or private citizen for a maximum period. 

of ten years and. to appoint federal judges without the con

sent of the Senate, He vras authorized, to recess the national 

congress and. state assemblies at any time, and. d.uring the 

recess could, assume legislative functions by issuing decrees. 

Naturally, these decrees would, have to remain within the 

limits of the constitution, but that docxunent could, be ex-

pand.ed by amendments initiated by him. Finally, the Supreme 

Revolutionary Command's actions was not to be questioned by 

the courts, 99 

The Institutional Act provided that a new president 

would be directly elected by the Congress no later than 

9̂8ix-̂ ]tce Beltrao, "Memorandum to the Chief, US Naval 
Mission to Brazil," (August, 1965). P. 5. Hereafter cited 
as Beltrao, "Memorandum." 

199Beltrao, "Memorandum," (August, 1965), P. 6, 
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October 3, 1966, Installation of the new president would 

take place on March 15, I967, at which time the act would 

expire. Castello Branco would not be allowed to succeed 

himself.^^^ 

With such broad dictatorial povxers placed upon the 

president, the nation came to realize that their hopes for 

survival rested on the shoulders of a man whom they had to 

trust implicitly. Only until that time did they come to 

realize the magnitude of stature and forthrightness in 

Ca,stello Branco, It was a moderate course which he has con

tinued to pursue, Brazil came to worry more about his 

insistence on legalism and moderation since it was felt that 

such a course would, only antagonize the "hard-line" and 

ultimately cause them to seize pox̂ er. Should, this occur, 

Brazil would, be powerless to act short of organizing a 

counter-revolution, -̂  

Aside from the reforms previously discussed, there 

remains still another subject, the realignment of the polit

ical power structure. It currently appears that the rev

olution has been successful in creating the basis of a true 

two-party system within the country. As individualism is 

a national characteristic of the Brazilian, there, no doubt, 

will remain for some time rem.anence of factionalism. 

^^^Beltrao, "Memorandum," (August, 1965). P. 7 

20lBeltrao, "Memorandum," (August, I965). p. 8, 
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Castello Branco, in pursuing the continued moderate 

course, called for the formation of political groups within 

Congress. Through his stipulation, only two parties were 

allowed, since each party was required, to have at least 

twenty senators and. one hundred, twenty deputies. Conserva

tives and other elements who generally agreed, with the 

revolutionary government's program formed, the National Re

novation Alliance (ARENA), By December 5, I965, its member

ship totalled, eighty d.eputies and. thirty senators. For 

obvious reasons the opposition was much slower to organize 

causing Castello to extend, the time limit. On January 5. 

1966, the Brazilian Democratic Movement (MDB) was formally 

J 202 organized. 

^^^Kuebler, "Brazil: Democracy," Editorial Research 
Reports (January 26, I966), p. 71. 
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