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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Any group of people living in a specific location and 

being subject to some form of government or control makes up 

a community. The Latin root for community, communis, means 

fellowship, an indispensable element of such a group of 

people. Day to day situations encourage man to be in coop

eration with his fellow man while seeking to obtain the 

necessities of life: food, work, security. 

Since ancient times, when primitive man's first ef

forts at communication gave him the ability to achieve 

cooperation with others in obtaining life's necessities, 

interaction has been a viable part of man's existence. In

teraction encourages the formation of social bonds which 

provide man with a sense of security (physical and emotional), 

purpose (goals and ideas) and participation (recognition of 

common values, interests and ideas) (Donovan 1976, pp. 1-25). 

When security and cooperation are achieved,a cultural 

life can then, but will not necessarily follow (Cowell 1959, 

p. 131). Economic restraints and community leadership are 

without a cioubt influential in the shaping of a community 

(Cowell 1959, p. 132) . 



Statement of the Problem 

The purpose of this study will be to provide an aes

thetic, functional and culturally stimulating design for the 

Jasper Cultural Center to serve local and regional needs. 

Need for the Study 

The residents of Jasper have chosen it as their home 

because of its small community advantages; however, it is 

more than fifty miles in any direction from a city larger 

than itself. Being removed from an urban area has resulted 

in a lack of availability of sizeable public facilities 

common to larger cities. 

Accorciing to the results of the April, 1973 survey 

conducted by Bernard Johnson Incorporated, Planners/Engi

neers/Architects of Houston, Texas, the citizens expressed 

a need for public facilities to be made available for com

munity and area functions attended by groups totalling in 

excess of one hundred (see Appendix). At the present time, 

no facility other than the high school gymnasium, a com

munity room owned by the Jasper Youth Baseball Association 

and a few privately owned spaces provide adequate room to 

accommodate groups larger than one hundred. 

Each year various service clubs and organizations are 

reminded of the need for a public facility which can accom

modate their activities. Such activities include the social 

events stemming from an annual Lion's Club Rodeo (which 

draws a four night total of about 20,000 people) and other 



community events such as dances, concerts, banquets, dinners, 

style shows, business meetings and local community theater 

group productions. 

As indicated in the Bernard Johnson survey results, 

various groups expressed the need for a space which could 

handle up to 1,000 individuals. This is a need that can be 

accommodated by the construction of a Civic Center, a highly 

versatile structure in concurrence with Bernard Johnson's 

suggestions. The author suggests that a large multi-purpose 

space of approximately 7,500 square feet be designed to 

serve as an auditorium and that this space would be of most 

service if furnished so that by arranging tables and chairs, 

the space could easily accommodate a group of 700 for a 

banquet. (By extending the space into adjoining meeting 

rooms for a total of 1,200 square feet, up to a total of 

850 individuals could be served.) 

According to Bernard Johnson's report, additional 

spaces serving as stage facilities (1,200 square feet), 

lobby, office and concession areas (1,200 square feet), 

kitchen (400 square feet), storage and mechanical space (800 

square feet) and restroom facilities (.350 square feet) will 

adequately meet Jasper's needs. By locating the structure 

on a site of approximately eight acres, the Civic Center 

would be provided with ample room for parking, open areas 

and future expansion (Bernard 1973, pp. 1-7). 

Currently, there also is a need for an expansion of 

the facilities of the Jasper Public Library. In a recent 



questionnaire, the Librarian reported that a new facility 

and increased financing would better serve current needs 

and encourage greater use of the public library (Flores 

1979, pp. 1-2). 

Definition of the Terms 

In order to understand this research, the following 

terms are defined. 

Civic Center: A grouping of public buildings which 
are easily accessible to one another and which share 
facilities (DuBose 1979). 

» 

Cultural Center: A public facility which stimulates 
positive community pride, as well as individual 
growth in the areas of the arts, human behavior and 
knowledge. 

Limitations of the Study 

This thesis is primarily concerned with the interior 

design of the cultural center and,because the structure is 

fictitious in itself, some effort was made to design a 

suitable shell and exterior. No attempts have been made to 

present projected costs for the project, detailed construc

tion plans, or mechanical systems specifications. These 

would need to be provided by licensed architects or engi

neers . 



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 

Small Town Culture 

Culture has been described by one source as the "act 

of developing the intellectual and moral faculties espe

cially by education" (Webster 1971, p. 202), and by another, 

"culture is something which in the lives of most people is 

progressively realized, appreciated and achieved within the 

limits of their opportunities and abilities" (Cowell 1959, 

p. 110). These actions and feelings formulate cultural 

values which are "the guiding forces of humanity appreciated 

in differing degrees according to the inequalities in human 

interests and capabilities'! (Cowell 1959, p. 131). Although 

major cultural values are passed down from generation to 

generation, individuality allows for the development of 

personal tastes and preferences. 

Any society is made up of individuals with mark
edly differing degrees of awareness of the nature of 
reality, with correspondingly great differences in 
the load of responsibility each carries and the mani
festly uneven burden of work, strain, stress, worry 
and deprivation of leisure, rest, home comforts and 
family life, which is the direct consequence of such 
differences (Cowell 1959, p. 143). 

Despite individualism, membership in a society or com

munity can be extremely necessary to the moral well-being, 

and even the mental health of any person (Cowell 1959, p. 131). 



As stated in the Introduction of this thesis, a commu

nity is formed by any group of people living in a specific 

area, being subject to some form of government or control. 

But beyond that, a community is operative when the following 

criteria are met: 

1. Socialization 
2. Economic welfare 
3. Social participation 
4. Social control 

5. Mutual support (Donovan 1976, p. 27) 

Communities exist in all sizes, from tiny crossroads 

hamlets to giant metropolitan districts. The inhabitants 

characteristic of one may well differ from another in age, 

race, occupational spread, dominant gender and reason for 

living in that particular community. Some communities are 

clean and attractive and pleasant to live in while others 

are unsightly and depressing; some move at a fast pace while 

others move leisurely; some are compact while others are 

spread out; and some are up-and-coming while others are has-

beens and dying. Communities also differ concerning laws 

(traffic regulations, drinking laws), attitudes (divorce, 

education, religion), and even food preferences. Neverthe

less, there are uniformities between communities in the 

areas of social class, and the defining of authority and 

subordinate roles in the city (Bernard 1949, pp. 31-32). 

In a study conducted by Robert Merton of a small 

Eastern community of 11,000 persons, local influentials and 

opinion leaders in the community were found to be of two 

types: 1. local - who was concerned primarily with community 



affairs; 2. cosmopolitan - who was concerned with the 

national and international world. Moreover, the local 

influential was found to be a native of the community, well-

known among its townspeople, a participant in local volun

teer associations and a member of hobby organizations which 

focus on special skills or interests (Wright 1966, pp. 

57-58). Local influentials often lead other members into 

involvement in social organization where social bonds 

develop, meeting basic psychological needs of its members. 

In The Study of Man, Ralph Liton surmized that "Psychologi

cally, every human has the need for companionship and for 

the reassurance and emotional security which comes from 

belonging to a social unit whose members share the same 

ideas and patterns of behavior" (Donovan 1976, p. 8). Al

though formal organizations would seem to be the most 

popular method of association in meeting the needs for a 

sense of community, the informal friendship group is more 

popular. Most likely, the group will have no formal name, 

rules or special purpose. Friendships will develop con

stantly and casually among workers at lunch, teenagers at 

schools, housewives over coffee and associates in business. 

Similarly, clusters among ethnic groups, families, gangs, 

economic status groups and marriage status groups play an 

important part in meeting psychological needs for companion

ship (Donovan 1976, pp. 86-96). 

In a community design study conducted in a small town 

in Ontario, Canada, the residents' preference for living in 
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a small community revealed these characteristic qualities 

of such a community: 

1. The slower pace, the unhurried way of life 
2 A more personal feeling of identity 
3. More voice in community affairs 
4. It's quiet and the environment is clean 
5. You know the merchants and they know you 
6. Its community pride 
7. Feeling of strong community identity (Fulton 1975, 

p. 23) 

The physical design of a community plays a major role 

in the establishment of a true sense of community. Amenities 

for casual gathering and grouping--a shop or store, or a 

sidewalk provide the physical space for interaction. In his 

writing concerning urbanism, Lewis Mumford noted the impor

tance of neighborhood units. A community center in a smaller 

community could serve as a civic nucleus, similar to neigh

borhood units, to draw people of all ages and social and 

ethnic backgrounds together. Additionally, Mumford insisted 

that certain institutions and facilities should be conve-

iently located within close proximity of one another: a 

library, church, m.ovie theater, health clinic, parks, play

grounds and shops. 

Small cities are just as capable of planning 
their future as are the largest and except for scale 
they perform essentially the same functions (Van 
Cleef 1970, p. 47). 

Planning Public Facilities 

Initial planning must be relevant to the particular 

needs of the community, and the present and potential civic 

groups which would use the facility would be considered. 



Guidelines for developing any public facility can be based 

on an evaluation of the geography, the people, their local 

traditions, aspirations, community spirit and social group

ings (Mallery 1950, p. 10). 

By enlisting the aid of a citizen's planning committee 

composed of volunteers representative of all the interest 

groups in the community, the planners can more effectively 

meet the needs of the community. The guidelines established 

by this committee would reflect feedback from the concerned 

citizens of the community. This special committee would also 

serve as a sounding board for the design, aiding in the 

restructuring of the project during all phases of its devel

opment (Mallery 1950, pp. 74-75). 

For a project aimed at community service to be accept

ed favorably, it is essential that the community is assured 

that the specific needs of the city are the criteria on 

which the project is to be developed. A positive climate 

can be enhanced by public support from the city adm.inistra-

tion and the local radio and newspaper (Mallery 1950, p. 69). 

Communities are basically composed of two categories: 

the home centered individuals and the community centered 

individuals. The community centered residents tend to be 

upper middle class. Their concept of the ideal community is 

one in which community centers, libraries, and other such 

public facilities are available. On the other hand, the 

home centered residents are satisfied with staying in the 

home during times of leisure. 
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Small town attitudes and goals differ widely as there 

is no model town applicable to all. Some towns want to grow 

in a manner not much different from mainstream America; 

others want to preserve their smallness or just simply in

tend to hang on to the little existing life and vitality 

their city has. Whatever the character of the small town, 

it is essential that careful consideration be given to plan

ning a new building such as a cultural center in an objec

tive manner congruent with local traditions, culture, need 

and potential (Cohen 1977, p. 11). 

In 1947, French designer, Le Corbusier, developed 

plans and constructed an entire new city, Chandigarh, which 

was to be the capital of the province of Punjab, India. Its 

design, in the manner of modern Western planning methods, 

was based in its viewpoint on human need for light, space 

and fresh air, and special attention was placed on the 

developing of close-knit neighborhood units as the city was 

divided into thirty sub-communities, each with its own 

parks, schools and shops. However, the project was unsuc

cessful because the traditions of the city's Indian culture 

were in no way considered during the planning stages. Open 

green spaces planned for human enjoyment, relaxation, and 

separation from traffic became corrals for livestock. 

Shopping centers emptied into the streets reestablishing 

the tradition of trading bazaars (Donovan 1976, p. 153). 

Hans Blumfield expressed his educated opinion concern

ing city planning: 
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I do not believe that any planner can invent 
the good city; it must be discovered as the ade
quate form, of the existing and developing functions 
of society. It can only be developed by understand
ing the fundamental trends that determine our x̂ ay 
of life (Blumfield 1967, p. 41). 

In a small city where the idea of constructing a civic 

center is found to be favorable among the citizens and where 

there is sufficient reason to believe such a structure would 

be sufficiently utilized, it can be successfully developed 

to its best potentials if it is designed to function as a 

well rounded social and cultural center. In selecting the 

building site for a civic center it is beneficial to choose 

the appropriate acreage near, but not immediately within, 

the business and retail district. Libraries should be placed 

conveniently in relation to-residential areas, yet not too 

far from the business and retail district. A well-placed 

center will be more readily available and accessible to its 

patrons. Not only is the location of the site in relation 

to the various parts of the city important, but the terrain 

must be capable of adapting to the facility. It is wise to 

carefully consider the site in light of the amount of grad

ing and filling in necessary before a site is usable. Also, 

the proximity of utility trunk lines must be considered. 

The natural beauty of the site (vegetation and waterways) 

should be retained stimulating civic pride and ambition in 

sustaining their beauty (Black 1950, pp. 41-42). 

Once the site has been selected, the structure should 

be designed in scale with its surroundings. An overpowering. 
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out of character design may promote hostility and discomfort 

among the citizens. A suitable design would be one of 

restrained dignity which would appear as a landmark, but not 

a monument. Buildings in themselves are important, but they 

should not be dominants. 

While planning the facility, the designers must con

sider the guidelines established by a citizen's planning 

committee, i.e., the stated purpose and potential of the 

building. With this in mind, multi-purpose spaces can be 

designed which will have a greater round-the-clock use 

potential. This would make the construction and support of 

such a center more economically feasible (Black 1950, pp. 

52-53). 
« 

Influential Civic Center Cases 

Historically, men have gathered in a central area, 

such as the forum or the piazzo, to join in educational, 

business, political, cultural and religious activities 

(Blumfield 1967, p. 237). These gathering places are best 

described as mixed-use buildings. The arrival of the auto

motive age and suburban trends brought a shift towards 

construction of singular-use buildings, but another reversal 

occurred at the end of World War II with commonly con

structed shopping "centers," industrial "parks," and cultural 

"centers." In 1954, a multi-use complex in Boston, the 

Back Bay Center, set the precedents of many such structures 

to follow as it combined residential, retail, office. 
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restaurant, convention and recreation space under one roof. 

Such an accumulation of varied activities has greatly in

fluenced design concepts and has resulted in increased facil

ity use. It has also acted as a drawing element for other 

existing adjacent economies and services (Logan 1976, pp. 

51-54). 

Small towns are often victims of poor solutions devel

oped by planners educated for and oriented to metropolitan 

design. Big city perspectives and small town contexts often 

are unrelated. Recent studies conducted in several small 

Pennsylvania towns by the Institute of Man and Sciences 

(IMS) determined that a planner's ignorance of a small town's 

basic needs for existence, i.e., culture, religion, tradi-

tion, history and goals, allowed them to be entirely sub

jective. The environment and life styles of people involve 

more than just four walls. The type of space, its size and 

physical arrangement should be developed to fit an indivi

dual's present life style (Cohen 1977, pp. 4-9). 

When the citizens of Vancouver, British Columbia, re

quested that a civic center be designed to act as a unifying 

element downtown, careful consideration was given to design

ing a building that would be in scale with the existing 

nearby structures. By creating an exterior which was not 

too far removed from that of other buildings in the city, 

the citizens welcomed it. Special attention was given to 

conserving the surrounding terrain. Upon requests to create 

an outdoor environment for public gathering, landscaping 
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focused on a park-like setting which would be available for 

arts and crafts shows. I"7hile monumental design often de

velops according to the size of the budget in urban design, 

small town life styles are better met when scale is kept in 

common with the existing buildings in the community regard

less of the construction budget (Architectural Record March 

1971, pp. 121-123). 

The building of multi-purpose cultural centers is 

popular in Japan where the native life style is based on 

interaction with others. The conception, planning and build' 

ing of these Japanese centers is conducted along guidelines 

comparable to Western methods, but they are usually planned 

as mixed-use buildings for serving a wide variety of inter

ests and age groups. 

The emphasis placed on multi-use potential results in 

careful consideration of how every space can be designed to 

its greatest advantages. The designers of the Karume Civic 

Center, for example, studied closely the classification of 

spaces into the two categories of (1) connecting spaces 

Calso referred to as servant or transition spaces) and (2) 

destination spaces (also known as master spaces). Although 

it seems logical that a destination space, such as an audi

torium would be the area of greatest activity since it is 

the ultimate goal, the designers came to realize that the 

connecting spaces are not totally subordinate. Because no 

single space can afford to limit itself to one function, 

every space becomes viable. I^ile one might assume that 



15 

the auditorium is a master space, it is often only the 

static setting for ceremonious events. The lobbies and 

corridors, on the other hand, are the places where face-to-

face encounters and interaction occur. The lobby, a ser

vant space, often boasts the highest level of communication 

(Kirjonori 1969, pp. 51-57). 

In a separate facility, the Nakijin Village Center in 

Okinawa, the designer's focus was towards the recapturing of 

the vigor of vegetation native to that area. By the use of 

a fence-like framework on the exterior,roof of the struc

ture, a natural setting could be fully achieved as native 

vegetation would completely cover the framework within five 

years. Symbolism (a commonality among Japanese designers) 

is found in the vegetation as it is allowed to grow in au

tonomy and hopefully, according to the designers, will stim

ulate autonomy in other things as well. Not only is this 

center which serves a village section of five hundred and 

seventy individuals an attempt to allow vegetation to be 

autonomous, but it is also an attempt at making little dis

tinction between indoors and outdoors by the lack of solid 

exterior walls enclosing the roofed space. Such attitudes 

reveal that the preservation of a natural setting is a 

primary objective (Japan Architect February 1978, pp. 53-55). 

Symbolism again enters into the formulation of a design 

in the Nagoaka Civic Theater where the large lobby area is 

described as representing the vastness of the local natural 

environment. Even the lobby chandelier is sjnnbolic as it is 
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reminiscent of the traditional summer display of fireworks. 

The use of these symbolic elements reflects the designer's 

attention to local traditions and relevancy. The lobby 

areas of the Theater Center, with similarity to the Karume 

Civic Center, are described as a third auditorium reflecting 

recognition of their importance (Japan Architect April 1974, 

p. 15). 

A third example of Japanese Civic architecture is the 

Tama Civic Center. This facility, though small, houses an 

auditorium, an art gallery, small meeting rooms, a foyer, a 

larger meeting room and a library. The theatre is located 

in close proximity to residential neighborhoods and on the 

same plot of land as the administrative offices of the city. 

Its close proximity has the advantage of being easily acces

sible and capable of attracting individuals from adjacent 

activities (Japan Architect September 1973, p. 11). 

Just as the Japanese have developed cultural facilities 

which serve multiple local needs, the United States also has 

realized the benefits of mixed-use centers. Through the 

hard work and conviction of some four hundred residents 

representing every section of Scottsdale, Arizona and the 

belief of the citizens of that city that community involve

ment in city government was vital, a central design theme 

was incorporated into each building in the cultural center 

complex. A large open Council Chamber located in the central 

area of a large lobby and the central reading area of the 

library are results of this particular effort (Architectural 

Record March 1971, p. 121). 
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Similarly, in the small town of Fairfield, California, 

a civic center complex composed of administrative buildings 

and a community center grouped around a man-made lake was 

the result of fifteen years of visionary planning. The 

close proximity of the buildings to one another and the 

amenity of the park-like setting achieve a community center 

which is a source of civic pride and beauty (Architectural 

Record June 1972, p. 103). 

As stated repeatedly, the successfully designed cul

tural centers pay close attention to the particular needs of 

its supporting interest groups. In Minneapolis, a Native 

American Center was built for the Indian Community to help 

renew their sense of identity and to preserve their Indian 

pride and heritage. The structure is designed in scale with 

its surrounding buildings, but oriented at an angle to the 

street instead of parallel to it in an effort to open an 

area for easily visible pow wows and ceremonies. In response 

to the wishes of the Indian community, this social, recrea

tional and cultural center was built predominantly of 

natural materials and was designed with large glass areas 

allowing the penetration of natural sunlight. The facility 

has become a successful center not only for the Minneapolis 

Indian community of 3,500 but also for the 12,000 Indians 

living in the seven county region surrounding the center. 

The center functions as a day care center, indoor sports 

facility, library and museum with additional spaces devoted 

to offices and a kitchen. A small area is even set aside as 
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guest quarters. One of the drawbacks of the facility is that 

each area has been designed for a specific purpose resulting 

in a somewhat inflexible design (Stephens 1975, pp. 66-68). 

Summary 

Communities are composed of groups of individuals with 

common goals, interests and boundaries; however, each com

munity is unique as it reflects the individuality of its own 

citizens. Public facilities serving individual communities 

must be planned with specific,characteristic guidelines to 

insure that local needs are met. The successful integration 

into a community of a public facility, such as a cultural 

center, will depend on its location, architectural style and 

grouping of services. Addihionally, it should reflect a 

community's potential by providing an atmosphere for cultural 

growth. 



CHAPTER III 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

History of Jasper, Texas 

Jasper, located in the southeast part of Texas, adja

cent to the Louisiana border and about ninety miles north 

of the Gulf Coast, is the third largest city in the twelve 

county Deep East Texas Council of Governments (DETCOG) 

Region (DETCOG a, p. 5). 

The region has a long history of human occupancy and 

was undoubtedly inhabited by Indian cultures during pre-

historic times. An Indian mound just outside the immediate 

region provides conclusive evidence that temple-mound 

builders once lived in the area. 

European exploration of East Texas began around 1689 

with an expedition led by Captain Alonso de Leon. Traveling 

with this expedition was Father Massanet who settled in the 

present DETCOG Region along the Neches River intending to 

establish a mission there (DETCOG a, p. 1). 

Some twenty years later, around 1714, the Spaniards 

re-entered the area establishing a number of missions, 

finally settling in the present DETCOG Region around the 

location of Nacogdoches (DETCOG a, p. 2). 

With the official establishment of the Mexican Republic 

19 
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in 1821, large numbers of permanent settlers came to Texas 

as a result of land grants given to American impresarios. 

Among the settlers was John Bevil who established Bevil's 

Settlement in the early 1800's near the joining of the 

Angelina and Neches Rivers and 9.5 miles west of present 

day Jasper (Scale 1966, pp. 9-12). This river landing soon 

developed into a profitable link between the river bottom 

cotton fields in the region and the Gulf Coast port at 

Sabine Pass to the south (Texas Almanac 1956-1957, p. 82). 

Another settler, George W. Smyth (one of the signers of the 

Texas Declaration of Independence) and his brother Andrew, 

imported and exported supplies and merchandise for the Bevil 

area on two riverboats, the Laura and the Jasper (Scale 1966, 

pp. 71, 148). 

After the Texas Revolution in 1836, the provisional 

government organized the municipality of Jasper (naming it 

after American Revolutionary War hero Sgt. William Jasper), 

and designated it as the seat of local authority. At this 

time, hundreds of immigrants, mostly from the United States, 

were scattered through the 45 mile municipality stretching 

between the Sabine and Neches Rivers (Scale 1966, p. 26). 

In choosing to settle in the Jasper area, many of the 

settlers must have had feelings similar to those of George 

Smyth when he wrote the following in his memoirs: 

About the first of April, 1830 . . . I was 
charmed with the appearance of the country about 
Jasper. The rich foliage of the magnolia, the 
dense cane-breaks, then almost impervious, the 
perennial streams of water together with the 
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report of Judge Bevil concerning the healthiness 
of the country captivated me. . . . In December, 
1836, I settled where I now reside on X̂ alnut Run 
near Beech Grove, Jasper County, Texas. . . . 
(Byerly and Kerr 1979, p. xiii). 

By the late 1830's, the people of Jasper County had 

become well established under the Republic of Texas. Cotton, 

corn and other various garden products were raised, bringing 

livelihood to the farmers and trade to the storekeepers 

(Scale 1966, p. 46). 

In 1847, Jasper had a population of forty residing in 

fifteen log houses, a surprising number to visitors because 

from the street one could count only a few through the trees. 

Bevil, however, had fewer permanent residents and functioned 

primarily as a business center for farmers and merchants 

(Scale 1966, p. 104). 

Texas became a state in 1845 and the first federal 

census was taken in 1850 showing that close to 200,000 peo

ple were living in Texas with about one half of the number 

settled in East Texas (DETCOG a, p. 2). 

By 1852, Jasper was a town of several hundred 
with stores, homes, a school, and Methodist and 
Baptist churches. As in most Texas towns, the 
courthouse square dominated the scene and Sandy 
Creek meandered through the town crossed at inter
vals by streets, shaded by pines, magnolias, oaks 
and other trees. The Methodist Church was a wide 
structure which had a door for women and one for 
men, as well as an interior gallery for slaves. 
One of the finest buildings was the hotel, large, 
two-storied, with verandas; the exterior was covered 
with white paint, a novelty for this backwoods 
county seat. There were few two-story buildings, 
but some stores gave the effect of height with 
tall, false fronts, upon which the name of the firm 
was painted in flowery letters. 
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Private homes were invariably lev/, simple cot
tages with picket-enclosed yards, always kept clean 
of grass but tangled with blossoming plants. The 
rooms usually opened into porches, which were lat
ticed and vine hung to achieve summer coolness. 
Greek-revival architectural design had been only a 
subtle influence on the builders of Jasper. Tastes 
for the classical appeared at the very most in squat 
columns--usually unpainted--and in wooden mantels, 
colored to resemble marble. Country folk had learned 
that there were many things which an itinerant painter 
could do to glamorize a plain board wall. 

Social life centered around the church, court 
days, and the holiday punch bowl, with an occasional 
dance or fair held in the warm months. The news of 
the day could be read in detail in the Eastern Texan, 
the Jasper newspaper (Scale 1966, pp. 102-103). 

During this period, some agricultural crops were grown 

successfully while a wide variety of others grew poorly in 

the sandy soil. When the railroads began coming through the 

area, a period of out-migration occurred as farmers sought 

more fertile soils in the Black Prairie to the west. IThile 

the western population centers grew because of fertile soils, 

they were without good timber supplies which the East Texas 

region did have. The annual production of these Eastern 

forestlands increased to accommodate the western needs by 

producing over one billion board feet of lumber in 1889 and 

maintaining or exceeding that level until 1929 (except for 

one year, 1904). The coming of the railroads not only 

channeled population to the more fertile areas of the west 

but also provided easy access to these same western areas 

which were also good timber markets. 

By 1930, almost all of the virgin timber had been cut; 

however, the discovery of the East Texas oilfields in 1930 
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began another economic recovery in the DETCOG Region (DETCOG 

a, p. 4). 

Today, through good timber industry management, the 

forests remain a valuable asset to the East Texas area and 

under present conditions of production (300 million cubic 

feet of timber worth over $130 million every year) replenish

ment through growth exceeds the amount of timber cut, result

ing in a lumber industry that continues to be an important 

economic factor in the region (DETCOG b, p. 10). 

The "Piney Woods" provide not only 70% of the states 

commercial timber but also a home for wildlife and several 

excellent sites for recreation and tourist attraction 

(DETCOG 2, p. 28). Jasper proclaims itself "The Jewel of 

the Forest," and is desirably located among three large 

lakes--Sam Rayburn Reservoir (114,000 acres, 560 miles of 

shoreline), 15 miles north of Jasper; B. A. Steinhagen Lake 

(13,700 acres), 13 miles west of Jasper; and Toledo Bend 

Reservoir (181,000 acres), 35 miles northeast of Jasper. 

These provide recreational grounds for fishing, water skiing, 

swimming, camping, exploring, sunning and relaxing. In 1972, 

Lake Sam Rayburn and Lake Steinhagen provided combined 

visitor totals of 3,182,026 people, each spending an average 

of $3.25. This amounts to expenditures in the local area of 

about or over $10 million for food, lodging, oil and mis

cellaneous items. "With these figures continually growing 

each year, tourism is recognized as one of the region's most 

profitable inciustries, second only to timber. 
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The Sabine National Forest and the Angelina National 

Forest provide more than 338,000 acres of land open for 

public hunting of Whitetail Deer. Varieties of squirrels, 

rabbits, racoon, fox and opossum also proliferate (Chamber a). 

Population in most of the DETCOG Region has been grow

ing slowly but steadily through the years (DETCOG a, p. 5). 

In 1975, Jasper County revealed a population in excess of 

25,000, and population projections made by DETCOG forecast 

that Jasper County population will total 31,500 in 1990 

(DETCOG a, pp. 11 and 16). The city of. Jasper also reflects 

this continual growth showing the present population of 

7,200 with DETCOG forecasting a city population of 9,400 in 

1990 (DETCOG a, p. 80). 

The Jasper region enjoys a humid climate with tempera

tures rem-aining relatively uniform year round, although four 

seasons may be distinguished: a short mild winter, a long 

hot summer, a warm spring and a warm autumn. The mean 

annual temperature varies from 64 to 68 F with mean winter 

temperatures varying from about 48 to 50 F, and mean summer 

temperatures remaining at a fairly constant 83 F. Annual 

precipitation measures 52 to 56 inches, and as a result of 

the ample precipitation and the several large natural and 

man-made bodies of water in the region, high relative humid

ities usually exist providing excellent conditions for 

growth of timber and vegetation (DETCOG a, pp. 32-33). 

Jasper serves as the regional retail, trade, banking 

and industrial center to some 55,000 people in a four-county 
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area. During 1978, the city of Jasper saw a 20% increase in 

retail sales over the previous year. Retail sales for 1978 

were $33,392,500. This increase was based primarily on new 

businesses locating in Jasper. During 1978 the jobs created 

by 22 new businesses and 14 existing industries accounted 

for an annual payroll of some $17 million (Chamber b) and a 

labor force totalling 10,150 in 1977 (DETCOG b, p. 12). 

Because Jasper functions as an important business and 

recreational center for the DETCOG Region, a Cultural Center 

could accommodate the needs of the populace. 

Jasper Civic Center Planning 

In 1971, a non-profit corporation, the Jasper Commu

nity Foundation, Inc. (JCF), was established under the 

leadership of a Board of Directors designed to include 

representation from all community interest groups: various 

women's clubs, men's social clubs (Kiwanis, Rotary, Lions, 

etc.), a Senior Citizen's organization, youth recreation 

groups, the Jasper Independent School District, the high 

school student body, several business clubs, sororities, the 

City Council and the Jasper Chamber of Commerce (JCF May 

1972). 

In October of 1971, "Optimum '71" premiered as JCF's 

first fund rasing effort with scheduled events including a 

queen's contest, community-wide barbeque and public auction. 

The slogan for this event became the corporation's basic 

purpose: 
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Dedicated to uniting all of our citizens behind 
a community cause to promote the continued economic 
and social growth of Jasper through the building of 
a civic center (JCF May 1972). 

The Board realized its potential and decided the civic 

center project would be only the first of many worthwhile 

causes that the organization would support in the interests 

of all of Jasper in the years to come, and with this deci

sion, the foundation officially stated its Basic Goals: 

I Basic Goals 
Through an active, dynamic organization draw 
all citizens of Jasper together in a unified 
effort to develop worthwhile projects for the 
benefit of all Jasper Citizens 

II Community Projects 
Community Civic Center 

III Objectives for 1972 on Project #1 
1. Develop good news media relations and support 
2. Develop and carry out an effective grass-roots 

education campaign 
3. Raise seed money for development purposes 

Steps to Accomplish Objectives for 1972 
Objective #1 - News Media Relations 
A. Prepare and release to the News Media the 

results of the Board of Directors Meeting in 
March (1972) and the officers elected for 1972 

B. At an early date the proper persons should have 
thorough discussions about the Civic Center 
project with all local News Media leaders 

C. Arrange for a continuing involvement of News 
Media in all stages of progress made by this 
organization 

Objective #2 - Grass-Roots Education 
A. Search out and secure the services of a planning 

architectural firm 
B. From this planning effort develop as much 

detail information as possible for public 
distribution 

C. Have planning firm develop high quality public 
relations tools, such as printed brochures, 
slide presentation, or sound movie film 

D. Develop a strong public relations campaign 
using the facts and public relations tools 
made available 
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E. At the appropriate time and in the proper 
way get the Mayor and other City Fathers 
fully informed on our efforts and get their 
approval and support for the project 

Objective #3 - Raise Seed Money 
A. Again produce Optimum '72 

1. Auction 
2. Queen's contest 
3. Community wide barbeque 

B. Appoint committees and chairmen to carry out 
these various projects (JCF October, 1973). 

Although initial interest among the citizens was high, 

skepticism developed concerning which needs of the city 

should have priority. The first obstacle revolved around 

the need for a new and larger High School in Jasper. The 

JCF rallied with the opinion that possibly a multi-purpose 

civic center located near the proposed new High School 

facility would effectively serve the various needs of the 

community and the public school system. 

After a JCF presentation to the Mayor and the City 

Council on July 10, 1972 concerning this targeted approach, 

the Mayor's remarks revealed these opinions: 

1. He is for a Civic Center or at least a Civic 
Auditorium that is located as near to downtown 
as possible. 

2. At this point in time he is opposed to the Civic 
Center being located next to the school for the 
school system to use because he feels that the 
school system should provide their own facilities 
with their own tax money. 

3. He thinks a Civic Center should wait until after 
the pending school bond election is successfully 
passed because if both projects are presented 
simultaneously or near to one another, both 
projects could likely be beaten in both (sic) 
bond elections. 

4. The City attorney, advised the Mayor that City 
money spent to build a building for use by the 
school could be constructed as being a malfeasance 
on the part of the City Fathers (JCF March, 1975). 
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The Foundation initiated Objective #2 and made further 

advances by securing the Architectural/Planning/Engineering 

firm of Bernard Johnson, Inc. to conduct a feasibility study 

and report on the Civic Center issue. The BJ findings and 

recommendations were presented to the JCF, the news media 

and the City Fathers in the form of a printed report and 

slide presentation in October 4, 1973. Upon the motion and 

its seconding, the JCF gave the Board the authority to move 

forward in developing a program that would lead to the 

successful planning and construction of, a Civic Center in 

Jasper. The Executive Committee (corporate officers) recom

mended that three goals be set up and achieved at the 

earliest possible moment: 

1. Set options to acquire one of the three most 
favorable sites set forth in Bernard Johnson's 
study. 

2. Raise the money to pay for these sites. 
3. Donate the land to the City after the results of 

a successful bond election. 

The Board studied the options in financing the con

struction and concluded that voter approval of General Obli

gation Bonds would be the most practical approach with 

additional support from revenue sharing funds. Operating 

costs were to be covered by Use Fees and Rentals. 

The Board supported another recommendation made by 

Bernard Johnson, Inc.: The Chamber of Commerce should relo

cate their offices within the Civic Center where it could 

serve as promoter and managing body. 

In the official minutes distributed following this 
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meeting, Robert J. Hall, JCF President predicted: 

The Civic Center will be located between the down
town area and Pinewood Plaza Shopping Center. It will 
also be located near Sandy Creek. The binding together 
of our two major shopping areas with a beautiful Sandy 
Creek and a multi-purpose Civic Center for the benefit 
of all Jasper Citizens is worthy of everyone's time, 
money and effort (JCF October, 1973). 

On March 7, 1974 the JCF Board voted to obtain an 

Option to Purchase on the Civic Center site recommended by 

Bernard Johnson, Inc., agreeing that a fund raising campaign 

should be organized to develop the $50,000 necessary to pur

chase the land. Each club and organization represented on 

the Board of Directors was asked to make a $1,000 donation; 

however, a less than ideal commitment was reflected with a 

return of only $3,450. One reason for the limited response 

was due to speculation concerning the possibility that the 

school board might deed over, without cost to the City, land 

adjacent to the new high school for the site of a Civic 

Center. 

A meeting was held on November 4, 1974 with the JCF 

Board of Directors, the Mayor and City Council and the Jas

per Independent School Board to discuss this option so 

matters concerning a deed could be legally cleared; however, 

in December of that year, a third alternative was considered 

by the JCF Board concerning the advantages of connecting the 

two segments of South Second Street. The Board agreed the 

extension would benefit the community by creating a more 

direct access to the new High School and the Jasper Memorial 

Hospital from several major residential areas, as well as 
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creating public land for the possible development of a Civic 

Center (JCF March, 1975). 

Following the Second Street Extension discussion, the 

board made the following resolutions: 

1. Mount a strong public campaign in support of 
the construction of a bridge across Sandy Creek 
and the completion of this new, wide thorough
fare as soon as possible. 

2. Consider one or more locations along the new 
South Second Street as a possible site for the 
Civic Center because it would provide excellent 
and quick access to the Civic Center for all 
Jasper citizens from the north and south, from 
the east and west (JCF March, 1975). 

The plan would provide far more available land at very 

reasonable prices since one of the drawbacks of the purchase 

option location was that it would yield only four acres of 

usable land due to its location in the flood plain along 

Sandy Creek. In closing, the president of the JCF chal

lenged its members: 

I, personally, feel it is shortsighted to think 
of building a Civic Center on a site where there is 
no room for growth. We must not be guilty of planning 
and building just for today. We must look to the 
future and build for the future. . . . Yes, a Civic 
Center must meet the needs of our generation too, but 
let us not be shortsighted (JCF March, 1975). 

The Second Street alternative was explored further in 

light of its ability to utilize state funding through the 

Farm to Market Program. (City investigation proved that the 

construction could qualify for this program.) A fourth al

ternative was then presented by the Mayor and the City Coun

cil. The City Manager, Wayne DuBose, revealed that the city 

owned approximately eight acres of land between Water Street 
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and Sandy Creek. The Fire Hall and a newly recognized 

historic landmark, the Beaty-Orton Home (targeted to be 

refinished as a museum) are presently located on part of 

that land (Harris 1979, p. 2E). His idea was to build the 

Civic Center on some of the property so that a number of 

city owned buildings would be in close proximity one to 

another where facilities (parking, security and maintenance) 

could be shared. Other advantages were that the land was 

already paid for and is within easy walking distance of 

downtown (JCF February, 1975). 

The JCF once again organized a series of Resolutions 

and presented them to the City Fathers on July 14, 1975. 

Resolutions Concerning Civic Center Site, the Size 
and Proposed Completion .Date 

Be it hereby resolved: 
1. The Civic Center building be constructed on 

the City of Jasper Property located on Water 
Street 

2. The Civic Center be a large multi-purpose 
building 

3. The Civic Center be constructed and ready 
for use within three (3) to five (5) years 
from July 1, 1975 

Resolutions Concerning a Capital Improvement Bond 
Program 

Be it hereby resolved: 
1. The City of Jasper structure the financial 

status of the city so as to permit a Capital 
Improvement Bond Election 

2. A Bond election be submitted to the voters 
of Jasper for a multi-purpose Capital Im
provement Program 

3. The Capital Improvement Program include 
(in the order of preference) 
A. Extension of South Second Street 
B. Civic Center 
C. Major Sandy Creek Improvements 
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D. Sewer Improvements 
E. Street Construction and Improvements 

(JCF July, 1975). 

Petitions to hold a bond election for Stage A of the 

Capital Improvement Program were issued in September 1975 

(JCF July, 1975). By March 5, 1976 the resolution had been 

adopted but had not been put into action by the City Council 

and Mayor. The temporary unavailability of funds under the 

Farm to Market Program was the primary reason for the City's 

delay (JCF March, 1976). By December 1978 the JCF had 

campaigned successfully for the passage, of approval of Bonds 

with a 9-1 public vote in favor of the extension of South 

Second Street (JCF December, 1978). 

In an interview with the City Manager on October 20, 

1979, several city projects were pointed out as responsi

bilities the city must meet before more serious considera

tion would be given by the City Fathers toward supporting 

the construction of a Civic Center. City programs currently 

underway will improve sanitation with a new sewage system 

in low-income areas and with the completion of a state 

financed Sewage Treatment Plant, both targeted for 1981 com

pletion. 

DuBose also stated that clean-up projects had had great 

success in improving the Sandy Creek Flood Plain that runs 

behind the city-owned land along Water Street. Another 

27-acre tract of land on the south side of Sandy Creek 

may be acquired by the city providing additional room for 

growth of the Civic Center Complex, creating a scenic 
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location for a city park with picnic tables, lighted walkways 

and bridges across the creek. 

Additionally, DuBose said that six or seven years ago 

a representative of State Highways had specified this same 

acreage as a possible site for a new public library because 

of its accessibility to major thoroughfares, convenient 

walking and biking distance from town and many residential 

areas. A new street presently on the drawingboard would 

further link this acreage with another prime retail area and 

major thoroughfare (DuBose, 1979). 

The Jasper Public Library 

The Jasper Public Library first opened its doors in 

1936. Struggling to serve the citizens with a very limited 

budget has been a key to the determined service which char

acterizes the library. As of the fiscal year ending Septem

ber 30, 1978, the library contained 14,176 volumes in 

conditions that must be termed as crowded (Flores April, 

1979) . In 1979 the library was recognized as a Texas Library 

System Member resulting in the expansion of its service area 

to include 16,000 individuals in Jasper County. Membership 

in the system requires that $1.50 per capita be spent each 

year and one volume per capita be available for public use 

resulting in the growth of library holdings to over 17,000 

volumes in 1979. This increase was paralleled with an oper

ating budget in 1979 of $23,835 as compared to $17,000 in 

1978. 
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As a System Member, the Jasper Library receives a per 

capita based contribution of $2,400 which is expected to 

increase considerably after publication of the 1980 Census. 

Other monies originate from City taxes, private contribu

tions, civic gifts and profits gained through estate book 

sales. Other advantages of being a System Member which have 

strengthened the library's service include the free avail

ability of the Interlibrary Loan System (through the Houston 

Public Library and the Federal Archives in Ft. Worth), Librar

ian V7orkshops and professional on-the-s.pot consultation. 

In addition to the usual fiction/non-fiction, reference 

and periodical/newspaper holdings, the Jasper Library is 

equipped with Microfiche, Microfilm and audio/visual equip-

ment (cassette player, projector, film and a listening 

center). 

The Library is operated by a three member staff (one 

full time librarian, one part-time worker and a CETA worker) 

under the jurisdiction of the Friends of the Library, a 

group of citizens which forms the library board, and al

though this group decides what to do with budgeted monies, 

most major operating decisions are left up to the librarian, 

Sandra Flores. 

Naturally, the library accommodates the reading inter

ests of the adult population, but further serves the citizens 

through strong children's programs (Story Hour, finger plays 

and film presentations) and Senior Citizen's programs (volun

teer reading to shut-ins, Texas folklore books and films, 
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and a collection of books with large print) . A small Federal 

grant has also allowed for the expansion of current issues 

bulletins which are kept in a vertical file. 

Without a doubt, the library is in desperate need of 

additional space. Vlhen a Library Halloween party was spon

sored this past year, many were turned away at the door as 

750 children responded to the invitation. A new facility 

designed with substantial room for growth is not only desir

able but necessary, and by combining a library with a civic 

center, shared facilities (restrooms, meeting rooms, parking) 

and equipment (copying machines, heating and cooling systems) 

would make new construction and operation more feasible. 

SiJimmary 

The community of Jasper was established in 1836 as 

more than one hundred years of Spanish influence ended with 

the Texas Revolution. Dense natural vegetation and a humid 

climate characterize Jasper and it has grown slowly but 

steadily to a population of 7,200. The economy is supported 

predominantly by timber industries and tourism. 

Jasper is the county seat of Jasper County and serves 

as an important business and recreational center for a num

ber of surrounding towns. The Jasper Community Foundation 

was established in 1971 by a group of citizens who cam

paigned to raise financial support for the construction of 

a Civic Center which could accommodate the growing local and 

regional, social and cultural needs. A Houston engineering 
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firm was hired to conduct a feasibility study concerning the 

construction of such a facility. Sufficient need was indi

cated by the study, and suggestions concerning the Civic 

Center's location, size and services were made. The JCF 

immediately began working towards the physical realization 

of these findings and although the campaign has been hard 

and slow, the need remains. 

The Jasper Public Library is an institution which is 

already responsible for meeting certain local and regional, 

social and cultural needs, although the .present library 

facilities are rapidly becoming inadequate. 

The construction of a single facility which could con

veniently, effectively and econom.ically serve all of these 

various needs will hopefully be more than just a dream. 



CHAPTER IV 

PROPOSED PLAN 

Programming and Design Analysis 

The Jasper Cultural Center should be constructed on an 

eight-acre, city-owned lot shared with the Beaty-Orton His

torical Museum, the Fire Hall and the Police Station where 

it would be conveniently adjacent to the Jasper retail and 

business district. (See Illustration 1). By sharing public 

facilities (parking, maintenance and security) and with the 

possibility of the development of a new city park on land to 

the south across Sandy Creek, a true Civic Center would be 

created (DuBose, 1979). 

The Center has been designed with a tan brick exterior 

to provide visual unity with the existing Fire Hall and 

Police Station to the east. The utilization of smoked glass 

at the Center entrance would allow sunlight to enter, creat

ing a visual flow between the East Texas environment and the 

interior of the Center while also reducing unnecessary glare. 

(See Illustrations 2 and 3). 

Parking and traffic circulation for the several facil

ities was designed according to special requirements delin

eated in Time Saver Graphic Standards and will accommodate 

two hundred fifty vehicles (Ramsey and Sleeper 1970, pp. 48-

50). (See Illustration 4). 

37 
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Landscaping should be developed to enhance the beauty 

of the facility and Sandy Creek to the south. It is suggest

ed by this designer, that seasonal flowers, i.e., azaleas, 

camellias, bluebonnets, and day lilies be planted in addi

tion to evergreen shrubbery and trees. 

The Cultural Center is designed to include areas for a 

lobby/exhibit area, a janitor's space, a large multi-purpose 

auditorium, two meeting rooms, stage and dressing room 

facilities, a catering kitchen and concessions, restrooms, 

the Jasper Public Library and the offices of the Chamber of 

Commerce.(See Illustration 5). 

The lobby is designed to accommodate small scale paint

ing, ceramics and arts and crafts exhibits with the use of 
m 

movable wall panels and display stands, as well as providing 

a comfortable circulation space for the Center's visitors 

with access to public telephones, water fountains and men's 

and women's restrooms. (See Illustration 6). 

The men's restroom has been designed to include lava

tories, water closets and urinals, and the women's restroom 

will contain lavatories, water closets and a vanity. Each 

has been designed according to special requirements for the 

accommodation of capacity crowds in the Center (Ramsey and 

Sleeper 1970, pp. 418-421). 

The large multi-purpose auditorium has been designed 

to accommodate banquet, seminar, stage presentation and large 

scale exhibit needs with the small adjoining meeting rooms 

conveniently providing additional space. A garage door on 
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the east wall will provide an entrance for moving in large 

exhibits. A large storage room will conceal folding tables 

with additional storage provided for miscellaneous needs. 

(See Illustration 6). 

The inclusion of a catering kitchen will allow for the 

preparation and serving of meals to small groups or the 

handling and serving of larger catered banquets. Special 

requirements for standard kitchen equipment, i.e., stove, 

oven, cold storage, vegetable preparation, utensil storage 

and work space have been included in the design (Ramsey and 

Sleeper 1970, pp. 30, 432-433). The concessions areas adja

cent to the kitchen will serve packaged food items and soft 

drinks. (See Illustration 6). 

All public areas of the center have been designed to 

accommodate the needs of the handicapped, i.e., exterior 

ramps, doorways, telephones, water fountains and restrooms 

(Harkness and Groom, pp. 26-47; AIA Journal March 1975, pp. 

40-44). 

Design Development 

The design for the Center began with the utilization 

of recommended square footage requirements listed in Bernard 

Johnson's report. By reworking the space and its concept, 

the design for the Jasper Cultural Center emerged. 

Lobby/Exhibit Area 

When entering the lobby of the Center, one will find 

the public telephones immediately to the right and the 
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entrance to the office of the Jasper Chamber of Commerce 

followed by the entrance of the Jasper Public Library. Also, 

greeting visitors on their immediate left will be an atrium 

filled with rich green foliage and flora characteristic of 

the dense natural growth of the Jasper area. On the far 

left wall will be the entrance to the catering kitchen and 

the concessions window. The long east wall of the lobby 

will be left relatively free of penetration providing wall 

space for the hanging of art work. Dark stained pine panel

ing has been chosen as the wallcovering in the lobby and the 

hallway leading to the restrooms, water fountains and the 

small meeting rooms because it is plentiful in the region, 

possesses good insulating qualities, and has great interest 

and appeal with its warmth and richness (VJhiton 1974, p. 420). 

The lobby has a fifteen foot ceiling with attractive 

and serviceable dropped wooden beams on which track lighting 

will be mounted for the dramatic illumination of exhibits. 

(See Illustrations 7 and 8). 

The floor covering will be a 100% nylon level loop 

carpet selected because of its suitability and wearability 

in high traffic areas. The carpeting will serve as an in

sulator against noise, will add color and will provide a 

safety factory during the rainy weather common in Jasper. 

The color of the carpet is russet, a red tone bordering 

between burgundy and rust, which, will complement the greens 

in the plantings while also presenting a feeling of richness 

and excitement (Shoshkee 1974, p. 110-117). 
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Restrooms 

Each restroom, the men's and the women's, has been 

designed to use the same tan brick as the exterior of the 

Center on the privacy screen topped with a planter at the 

entrance and on the floor which will be stained and sealed 

for durability. All fixtures are to be white and the 

women's vanity, covered in rust formica, will feature ex

posed bulb make-up lighting spanning the length of the 

mirror between the lavatories and the north wall. Addi

tional illumination will be achieved with recessed spots in 

a beige ceiling, providing softer relaxing light. 

The north, south and east walls are to be papered in 

the women's restroom with a light, airy floral design in 
m 

earth tones and in the men's restroom with a subtle verti

cal stripe also in earth tones. 

Metal partitions shielding the individual water closets 

and urinals are to be enameled in a pale red clay color in 

the women's restroom and in harvest gold in the men's. 

Auditorium and Stage Facilities 

The north wall, framing the stage, will be paneled in 

the same dark stained pine selected for the lobby. Curtains 

for the stage will be in gold velvet, lined to provide 

acoustical properties and to shield light from exiting the 

stage area while the curtains are closed. The stage will 

feature a dropped ceiling apron to shield from the audience's 

awareness three rows of multi-colored theatrical lighting 
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(which will provide stage illumination from the proscenium 

to the cyclorama) and a pulley system for the raising of 

scenery above the stage. (See Illustration 9). 

The men's and women's dressing rooms are to be car

peted in a 1007o nylon level loop carpet in a neutral beige 

color. The dressing tables will feature beige formica 

topped vanities, continuous mirrors spanning the "Y" shaped 

partition joining the three-sided vanity systems and perma

nently installed swivel stools covered in tan naugahyde 

(Myller 1966, p. 30). The color will add interest to the 

room without being distractive so that attention can be 

totally concentrated upon costuming. The naugahyde fabric 

will be durable and impervious to soiling. The lockers are 

to be a built-in wooden cabinet system painted beige, and 

the walls are to be painted off-white and covered on the 

north and south with full length mirrors. 

The dressing room ceilings will be dropped to allow 

room for heating and cooling vents and will be finished in 

white acoustical tile. Incandescent fixtures (12" X 12") 

will be recessed into the ceiling to preserve natural color

ing qualities (Whiten 1974, p. 463). 

The floor covering in the restrooms adjacent to each 

of the dressing rooms will be a neutral vinyl tile and the 

walls are to be covered in straw colored, grass cloth tex

tured vinyl wallcovering. White toilets and lavatories will 

complete the decor. The stairway leading to the dressing 

rooms is to be carpeted for acoustical purposes, and all 



43 

doors are to be self-closing for convenience. All exposed 

walls in the backstage area are to be painted off-white for 

versatility in case the backwall were to be utilized or 

exposed during a performance. The ceiling above the stage 

will be fifty feet high to allow room for raised scenery 

panels. (See Illustrations 2 and 3). Off stage areas will 

be subtly illuminated by low wattage down lights (Bledsoe 

1980) . 

The remainder of the multi-purpose auditorium and the 

two meeting rooms will feature neutral vinyl floor tiles. 

The convenience of individual tiles, the non-obtrusiveness 

of the color selected and the durability of vinyl will best 

serve the various needs of the space (Whiten 1975, p. 488). 

The east, west and south walls are to be paneled with 

Armstrong Soundseak 85 wall panels adding celer (wheat), and 

texture and providing acoustical properties. A garage door 

will be installed in the east wall of the auditorium to 

allow access for large exhibits and better insulation will 

be afforded the auditorium by installing folding acoustical 

wall panels. (See Illustration 10). Sliding room dividers 

will separate the meeting rooms from the auditorium and 

each, other. 

Temporary gang seating will be utilized in the audi

torium to allow the space versatility during seminars and 

stage presentations. Folding tables and stackable chairs 

will provide the necessary seating and table space for 

events attended by as many as 850 individuals. 
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Catering Kitchen 

The catering kitchen floor will be covered in neutral 

ceramic floor tile, and the walls and the ceiling will be 

painted off-white to afford the best possible light on work

ing surfaces. All appliances and storage units will be 

stainless steel for easy maintenance and durability. A 

flourescent lighted ceiling will be installed above the 

primary work area with 2' X 4' fluorescent fixtures illumi

nating the pantry and concessions areas. 

Chamber of Commerce Offices 

As visitors enter the office of the Chamber of Com

merce, they will be greeted on their immediate left by a 

mural of Sam Rayburn Reservo.ir printed on paper backing. 

The reception area is to be furnished with a contemporary 

styled loveseat and matching chair (covered in a textured, 

earth tone, nylon fabric) and a brochure rack (for the dis

play of city and area promotional materials and tourist 

information). (See Illustration 11). (Myller 1966, pp. 48-49). 

Immediately to the right will be the secretary's work space 

furnished with a panel end desk (finished in a wood laminate 

for durability and easy maintenance), and a secretarial 

chair (upholstered in gold maxweave, a deeply textured nylon 

fabric). The carpeting chosen for the Chamber office, the 

library and its offices is to be beige level loop with 

flecks of deep and medium browns, rust and gold. 

A tan colored, suede textured vinyl has been selected 
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for the north and east walls and a portion of the west wall 

immediately behind the secretary's desk. The remaining por

tion of the west wall is to feature a five and one-half 

foot tan brick room divider topped with a planter. 

The ticket booth is to be equipped with a small, light

weight, low back, swivel stool and a built-in storage system 

and work space. A glass window and trap door will accommo

date the exchanging of money and tickets on the outside wall. 

The west wall in the manager's office and the north 

wall are pierced by windows covered in the same vinyl wall-

covering as the reception room. Vanilla colored, narrow 

slat blinds will provide window covering with clean lines 

and serviceability. The south wall is to be paneled in dark 

stained pine and the dropped ceiling will be finished in 

white acoustical tile with 2' X 4' fluorescent fixtures in

stalled for maximum lighting. The desk and credenza in the 

same style and finish as the secretarial desk, the guest 

chairs (to be upholstered in a gold and brown zig-zag 

tweed), and the desk chair (upholstered in a chocolate brown, 

woven nylon fabric) are by Chromcraft. Potted plants will 

complete the decor. (See Illustration 12). 

Library 

The library floor covering is to be the same neutral 

flecked carpet previously mentioned. The walls will add 

character and dimension with a horizontal and vertical 

graphic design painted in earth tones and muted greens on an 

off-white background. 
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The periodical/newspaper reading area is to be carpeted 

in the same carpet pattern, but in a medium brown color, and 

will be furnished with four contemporary box chairs uphol

stered in a multi-colored earth tone weave. (See Illustra

tion 13). Library equipment, i.e., card catalogue, diction

ary stand, work tables and chairs are to be of light stained 

oak as are the individual study carrels. Off-white laminate 

tops will provide high quality surface lighting and dura

bility (Taylor 1974, p. 24). The charge desk will be built 

in and painted to carry out the graphic, motif used on the 

walls. It will be topped in pale beige laminate. (See Il

lustration 14). Oak frame pull-up chairs are to be uphol

stered in solid colored fabrics in moss green, gold or rust. 

Book stacks have been selected with beige enameled metal. 

No window treatments are required for the limited 

number of windows on the east and west walls (Myller 1966, 

p. 90). 

A dropped, acoustical tile ceiling is to be installed 

with 2' X 4' fluorescent fixtures for even distribution of 

lighting, especially in the stacks (Myller 1966, p. 82). 

Recessed ceiling spots are to be installed in the area above 

the microfiche and microfilm carrels where dimmer lighting 

will be needed (Flores 1979). 

The library work area behind the charge desk will be 

equipped with beige, metal book stacks and a work table sur

face for the sorting and repair of books. The Librarian's 

office will be furnished with a credenza and desk identical 
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to those in the Chamber manager's office, and the chairs 

will be identical in style, but upholstered in a moss green 

fabric. 

The walls will be covered in a vertical stripe wall

covering of various muted shades of green and rust on an 

off-white background. Moss green, narrow slat blinds will 

be installed in the windows on the west office wall. 

The coffee bar will be topped in harvest gold formica 

and the cabinets will be painted a pale gold. The restroom 

will have a neutral vinyl floor tile, vhite fixtures and a 

burlap textured vinyl wallcovering in an antiqued light 

brown. 

Summary 

The construction of the Cultural Center adjacent to 

the business and retail district would provide a convenient 

location for meeting various local and regional needs. 

The design of the site, exterior and interior of the 

Jasper Cultural Center developed after considering the local 

terrain, adjacent public buildings, versatility, economic 

feasibility and aesthetic guidelines. 

The facility will include: a lobby/exhibit area, a 

janitor's space, a large multi-purpose auditorium, two meet

ing rooms, stage and dressing room facilities, a catering 

kitchen and concessions, restrooms, the Jasper Public 

Library and the offices of the Chamber of Commerce. 



CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Communities are characterized by groups of people 

whose lives interact and depend on one another for food, 

work and security. This constant action necessitates coop

eration and provides common ground for fellowship and the 

formation of social bonds. 

This thesis has attempted to provide a plan for the 

Jasper Cultural Center, a facility intended to serve local 

and regional, social and cultural needs. It has detailed 

cultural characteristics common to sm.all communities; pro

vided guidelines for the planning of public facilities; and 

noted successful civic centers in communities similar to 

Jasper in population, personality, geography and need. It 

has traced the intriguing history of Jasper, examined need 

for and the potential of the Cultural Center, outlined the 

active financial support campaign conducted by the Jasper 

Community Foundation, and specified a definite plan for the 

Jasper Cultural Center. 

The cultural growth of man is constantly ongoing and 

is largely dependent upon the availability of public facil

ities in which events stimulating that growth can occur. In 

recognizing that the lack of such facilities could result in 
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the stifling of cultural growth, this study is intended to 

contribute to the concerned efforts already underway in 

Jasper. 

The Cultural Center is designed to include a lobby/ 

exhibit area, a janitor's space, a large multi-purpose 

auditorium, two meeting rooms, stage and dressing room 

facilities, a catering kitchen and concessions, restrooms, 

the Jasper Public Library and the offices of the Chamber of 

Commerce. 

A mixed-use facility incorporating a cultural center/ 

library would have the advantage of greater round-the-clock 

use. A program of events including items of interest to all 

ages, and social and ethnic groups would be important for 

the facility's success and service to the community. Care

ful, conscientious planning would provide the facilities 

with a full calendar of events. 

By combining the Public Library with a Cultural Center, 

individuals drawn to the Library because of its service 

would also be exposed to the Cultural Center and vice versa. 

The convenience of location and expertise in management 

would result in the establishment of greater civic pride, a 

focus for community interaction and expansion of public 

awareness and knowledge. 

A Cultural Center/Library combination has the poten

tial to provide a meeting place for programs such as Mental 

Health, Mental Retardation, Adult Education (GED), local 

business meetings. County Home Demonstration Seminars, 4-H 
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activities. Scouting events, arts and crafts shows, ballet, 

dance and exercise classes, stage productions, wedding recep

tions, weekly social club luncheons, art shows, style shows 

and band concerts. Area and regional potential includes 

uses such as political meetings and rallies, bridge, chess 

and domino tournaments, business and educational conferences 

and seminars, auctions, traveling exhibits and recreational 

vehicle shows. 
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APPENDIX 

A C i v i c C e n t e r Survey 

Compiled A p r i l , 1973 by Berna rd J o h n s o n , I n c . , H o u s t o n . 
T e x a s . 

1 . Does your o r g a n i z a t i o n f e e l t h a t J a s p e r needs a C i v i c 
C e n t e r ? 

D o n ' t No 
Yes 95% No .75% Know 3.5% O p i n i o n .75% 

2 . I f J a s p e r had a c o n v e n i e n t and a d e q u a t e C i v i c C e n t e r , do 
you t h i n k y o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n would u s e i t ? 

Don' t No 
Yes 88.2% No 1.3% Know 8.3% Op in ion 2.2% 

3 . For t h e t y p e s of a c t i v i t i e s , ( m e e t i n g s , c o n v e n t i o n s , 
e x h i b i t s , s p o r t s e v e n t s ) , your o r g a n i z a t i o n now h o l d s i n 
J a s p e r , a r e t h e f a c i l i t i e s a d e q u a t e t o meet your o r g a n i 
z a t i o n ' s n e e d s ? 

1-150 p e o p l e Yes 36.5% No 47.5% 

151-500 p e o p l e Yes 7% No 62% 

501 o r more p e o p l e Yes 4% No 67.5% 

4 . I f t h e r e w e r e a c o n v e n i e n t and a d e q u a t e C i v i c C e n t e r i n 
J a s p e r , wha t t y p e ( s ) o r u s e ( s ) would your o r g a n i z a t i o n 
be a b l e t o make of i t ? (Check one o r m o r e ) . 

71.6% Loca l M e e t i n g s 

70.3% D i s t r i c t o r a r e a - w i d e c o n v e n t i o n 

40.2% S t a t e c o n v e n t i o n 

9.6% N a t i o n a l c o n v e n t i o n 

59% A show o r e x h i b i t 

1.7% Othe r ( P l e a s e S p e c i f y ) 

88.2% A b a n q u e t 
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49.5% A conference 

42 . 67o A concert 

36 . 2% A dance 

36 . 27o A sports event 

5. How frequently do you think your organization would use 
the facility? (Check one or more). 

8.6% Weekly 

16 . 27o B iwe ek ly 

32.3% Monthly 

4.37o Bimonthly 

21.6% Quarterly 

11. 67o Semi-Annually 

19.2% Annually 

. 87o B lannua 1 ly 

66.67o When the need arises 

6. If your organization were to hold a convention, an exhi
b i t , a sports show or other such activity in the conven
tion center, how many people do you estimate would 
attend? (Please check the appropriate number). 

Number Attending 

2.2% 1-25 

12.6% 26-50 

2.2% 51-75 

8.4% 75-100 

9.5% 101-150 

20.5% 151-200 

2.2% 201-250 

2.2% 251-300 

7% 301-400 
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7.4% 401-500 

501-600 

601-700 

701-800 

801-900 

901-1,000 

1,001 or more 

Based on your organization's past experience in accommo
dating the needs of conventioneers, spectators, theater
goers or similar groups, do you think Jasper has enough? 

a. Restaurants, Yes 10% No SO.7% No Opinion 7.4% 
cafes, etc. 

b. Hotels and Yes 15.6% No 72.5% No Opinion 8.4% 
motels 

c. Leisure time Yes 6.1% No 84.3% No Opinion 5.6% 
attractions or 
entertainment? 

1 4 , 

1 , 

1 1 

.4% 

.7% 

.7% 

.8% 

6 , 

1 

. 1 % 

.3% 



58 

Mlt^AM 

LAMAie. 

Mous-roM 

Illustration 1. Cultural Center in Relation to Jasper 
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EAST ELEVATION 

W E S T ELEVATION 

Illustration 2. East and West Exterior Elevations 
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Illustration 6. Furnished Floor Plan 



64 

ITT 
' . * • 

cr-o 

- 5 t 

D ,D D,_D D. 
n,.D'D,_.D"Q 

'' [ZD../;i=3''"tn...'izi'" •i=n...';iz:''"'rzL...Vtzi 

:'"" ,izi....iii]""m....j=ii'"nzi....En""tii.„,nD 

"• ,'i=ii....i=3''tin...rzi TZ1....0•"'IIII....I:D 

/'p:i.__.nn''''cn....n3'''rn....cri''''rn....c3''\-{] 

't=L...i=:i'''nn....ii3'" • t=i....rr]''" tn... .CD, 

'':,cii...r:3"""cii...nn""tn....ii:i"""i=i....a 

/ ' 'iizi...n=i'"c^...iz:i \z2.,..nn""n2....n3^ 

h ,iiii....[=3'"izzi...cri''"''irn...,a'''""czi....ii=l 

.••'tii....nz] i=L...i=! irzi....a'""t=]...jii] 

••'' n...n3'"""LZi..,iiz!""""ci_x:3""'[=i....iiD 

•"-/•....jnf iizi...izi""i=L....[n"""c=i...x=], 

V'.cn....cD"'nzi...a""tzi....ci'""iin..jiii' 

'no. .nn [:::̂ ...c=] •"i=i.„.E=i"".tzi / '' 

-•<' 

-CD u 
\- f -

: ; r 

; r c c 

: ; c r 

D""Q..,D'Q,.D'n...n"'n... 
n,...D"'a...D Q...,D'n,.,D'' 
D'n , .D •n....D Q...n'n,. 
n...n'D„.,.D'"n....D'"n....n" 

.D""'n....D'n...fl'"n..,.D"'n.. 

p,...D""D,..0'"'n...n"'"n...,D" 

mrn 

..CD, p 
V m: DO 

tzi " J 
^ ' - . . . . - c ' •<>- A 

LJL 
•-D 

EZl 
'•<. 'p 

EZL. 

no 

•n...D'"'u 

.D"'n...D 
n..s'"u 
.n'""D.,n' 

'n...s''"u 
D'""Q...D 
D"Q...D 

I l lus t ra t ion 7. Lighting Plan 






