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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Justification for the Study 

There are many public speaking programs throughout the 

country which by and large pass unnoticed except by those 

who are directly involved. One such program is in opera

tion at Reese Air Force Base, Lubbock, Texas. This program 

is called the Speakers* Bureau. The Reese Air Force Base 

Information Office is responsible for formulation and 

supervision of the Speakers* Bureau program. The Speakers* 

Bureau is a public relations tool being used by Reese Air 

Force Base to bring the Air Force story to the people of 

Lubbock as a means of promoting better base-community 

relations. Similar programs are in operation at every Air 

Force Base. 

During the period of March, April, and May 1968, the 

Reese Speakers* Bureau recorded the following activity: 

Seven military speakers (including the Wing Commander, 

Colonel Clyde J. Morganti) from Reese Air Force Base spoke 

before thirty-one Lubbock civic groups to approximately 

5,200 persons. There were also two local television 

appearances before an estimated audience of 45,000. 

There are several reasons for justification of this 

study: (1) The Reese Speakers' Bureau is obviously an 



active public speaking program in the city of Lubbock, yet 

the author could find no evidence of any study of this 

program; (2) An analysis of the Speakers* Bureau program 

will lead to recommendations for improvement and further 

expansion of the program; (5) This study could also point 

the way for more detailed analysis of similar Speakers* 

Bureau programs. 

Tools for the Study 

The Air Force regulations which govern the establish

ment and fiinction of Speakers* Bureau programs will be 

used as the critical tool for an analysis of the Reese Air 

Force Base Speakers* Bureau in operation. Also included 

in this study will be a brief rhetorical analysis of 

several recorded speeches delivered by military speakers 

to Lubbock audiences. This analysis will be based on the 

classical canons of rhetoric—invention, arrangement, 

style, memory, and delivery. 

Methods for the Study 

Chapter Two of this study will provide some historical 

background for the establishment of the Reese Speakers* 

Bureau program. In Chapter Three the operation of the 

Reese Speakers* Bureau will be examined in detail. Four of 

the most active military speakers in this program and some 

of their speeches will be studied in Chapter Four. Chapter 

Five will present a brief glimpse at the character of the 



Lubbock, Texas audiences involved in this program. A sum

mary of conclusions and recommendations will be presented 

in Chapter Six. The recommendations will be directed 

toward improvement of the Reese Speakers* Bureau program 

as well as suggestions for further study and analysis. 



CHAPTER II 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Military Speakers Needed 

On the 10U> of January 1966 a message was dispatched 

from the office of the Secretary of the Air Force in the 

Pentagon to all Major Air Commands of the United States 

Air Force. This important message was prepared by the Air 

Force Information Office and was directed to the Air Force 

Base Infoimation Offices throughout the world. 

The message read as follows: ''Inherent in the opera

tion of the Air Force is the responsibility to keep the 

public informed. This is especially true of current 

operations in Southeast Asia. Therefore, request you use 

every opportunity to get Vietnam returnees of all ranks in 

your command out to speak on their combat experience. They 

should be cautioned to restrict their remarks to personal 

experience and not discuss policy or strategy. Normal 

clearance procedures apply." 

This message gave the long awaited "green-light" to 

hundreds of Vietnam returnees, veterans of actual combat 

in the little understood United States involvement in 

Southeast Asia, to begin telling the public what was really 

Message, Secretary of Air Force Information Office 
to all Major Air Commands, Number 5^2/66, January 10, 1966. 
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going on and how their tax dollars were being spent. On 

the premise that an informed public would be a more favor

able public, the Vietnam combat veterans were now being 
2 

urged to share their experiences with the folks at home. 

Note that the message stressed "personal experience," 

that the speakers were not to conjecture about other opera

tions beyond their personal knowledge. They were also 

instructed not to "discuss policy or strategy" for which 

they were, of course, not responsible. In addition the 

speakers were reminded that they could not discuss classi

fied matters which could aid enemy knowledge of United 

States operations in Vietnam. Despite these limits a 

vigorous program of military public speaking on the topic 

of the war in Vietnam was put in motion in the United 

States. 

Problems and Limitations 

The Air Force public speaking program was not faced 

with the usual problems of finding speakers, topics, and 

audiences. There were many veterans of the Vietnam con

flict assigned to the major Air Force Bases in the United 

States and they were eager to tell about their experiences. 

2 
For a capsule definition of the United States posi

tion in the Vietnam conflict the reader is directed to a 
compilation of historic documents in the pamphlet Why 
Vietnam (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 



Every community, especially those located near military 

installations, was keenly aware of the war in Vietnam. 

Nearly every member of the local business clubs and service 

organizations was anxious to hear first hand accounts of 

that controversial conflict. 

The main problem for the Air Force speaker was how 

much he would be allowed to tell the public. In early 

1966 many directives were sent out by higher headquarters 

setting down strict guide lines to be followed by the Air 

Force speakers. In February, 1966, the following detailed 

message went out from the office of the Secretary of the 

Air Force Information Office: 

"Subj: Public Affairs Policy for SEA 
Southeast Asi^ returnees. This msg Message/ 
in five parts. 

Part I. The Air Force encourages public 
appearance and news interviews by Air Force per
sonnel returning from SEA combat areas subject to 
following guidance: A. Classified information 
will not be revealed or discussed; B. Comment on 
matters of political or military policy nature 
will be avoided; C. Remarks will be confined to 
individual's area of competence based on personal 
experiences and observations. If national level 
public information actions involving SEA returnees 
are proposed, or if national news interest is 
probable outcome of local actions, SAF-OIP will be 
consulted before appearance or interview is ar
ranged. 

Part II. Information Officers should accede 
to requests for public appearances and should advise 
that members talk freely about unclassified matters 
relating to experiences, repeat experiences, in
cluding: A. What, repeat what, they did in SEA 
and, B. Why, repeat why, they did what was done 
whenever the decision to do so was theirs. Re
turnees must not express opinions as to why things 
were done where the decision was made at a higher 
level. The member may quote from quote Why Vietnam 
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unquote (U.S. Government Printing Office, 1965-. 
0-785-527) to the extent that such quotes answer 
the questions. When using such quotes, the indi
vidual who made the statement should be identified. 

Part III. The 10 /information Officer/ at 
all levels will advise and support SEA returnees in 
his area when local press or public interest is 
indicated, regardless of returnees' unit of as
signment. Normally, returnee may expect favorable 
press climate. However, he should be advised to 
decline discussion of subjects which require his 
quote personal unquote opinions or assessments of 
U.S. political and military actions in SEA. Despite 
qualification, such statements imply Air Force, not 
individual opinion. Policy queries are matter for 
U.S. Department of State. 

Part IV. For PACAF. pacific Air Force 
Command7 Insure that command 10 and Personnal De
briefing programs include appropriate public 
affairs guidance for departing personnel. Indi
viduals should be advised to contact nearest base 
10 in CONUS /Continental United States/ if assistance 
in responding to local public or press interest is 
required. 

Part V. Contents of the msg will not be 
discussed outside official channels."5 

The speakers were ready and willing to speak. The 

audiences were ready and willing to listen. The Air Force 

appeared ready and willing to bring the two, speaker and 

audience, together. However, it seems officialdom was not 

ready and willing to give the speakers a loose rein on 

what they could say. 

In the first place, it is only natural that the 

speakers would be directed to avoid revealing or discussing 

classified information. The enemy has myriad eyes and ears 

eagerly gathering information which can be used to their 

5 
'̂ Message Secretary of Air Force Information Office to 

all Major Air Commands, Number 456/66, February 1, 1966. 
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advantage in the conflict. On the other hand, the war in 

Vietnam is of such a sensitive military nature that very 

little of what the veteran does during his combat tour 

there is not classified to some degree. This probably 

leaves only his off duty activities which the Vietnam re

turnee may properly discuss in public. While these 

activities may be interesting and colorful they do not 

answer the vital questions which have been building in the 

minds of the American public. 

Secondly, it is extremely difficult to talk about the 

war in Vietnam without touching on "matters of political 

or military policy." Since that conflict and United States 

involvement in it is strictly a matter of political policy, 

and operations there are strictly a matter of military 

policy, the whole basis for concern by the American Citizen 

is ruled out for public discussion by Air Force speakers. 

Thirdly, the speakers were to avoid expression of any 

personal opinion or assessment of United States political 

or military actions. They were only to tell what they did, 

as long as it was not classified, not why, and not even 

what they personally thought about it. 

In spite of the restrictive guide lines the Air Force 

set about building and implementing local base programs to 

provide speakers who would carry the Vietnam story to the 

public. These speakers became members of the local Air 

Force Base Speakers' Bureau. 



CHAPTER III 

REESE SPEAKERS' BUREAU 

Program Development 

An Air Force regulation, 190-20, which deals with 

community relations programs, called for the development 

of a "speakers' bureau of qualified Air Force Officers 

to speak to civilian groups on a variety of subjects" 

as early as 1965. Another regulation, 190-12, stated: 

"The Air Force provides maximum information on its 

operations and activities to the public, subject to 

exceptions based on national security and lawful privilege. 

Air Force personnel are encouraged to co-operate in 
2 

public relations such as public speaking and appearances." 

At Reese Air Force Base the Information Office 

published a supplement to Air Force regulation 190-12. 

It stated in part: "To further these aims /of AFR 190-12/ 

the Information Division will organize and maintain an 

active Speakers' Bureau composed of qualified Reese 

Officers, NOOs ̂ on-Commissioned Officer^ and civilians. 

Most off base speaking engagements will be met by members 

of the Speakers' Bureau. Two copies of the proposed 

•̂ Air Force regulation 190-20, 15 Jan. 1965. 

^Air Force regulation 190-12, 15 Jan. 1965. 

9 
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speech will be submitted also for clearance at least two 

weeks in advance of delivery date."-'̂  

The basic guidelines for a Speakers' Bureau program 

were already in existence at Reese Air Force Base when 

emphasis was focused on the Vietnam issue in 1966. Until 

then, the speakers from Reese had mainly been explaining 

the pilot training mission of Reese to the people of 

Lubbock. Now a new direction had been given to the 

Speakers' Bureau program. 

Implementation 

At Reese the Information Office began to identify and 

contact veterans of the Southeast Asia conflict, asking 

them to participate in a public speaking program to bring 

their experiences to the interested citizen groups in 

Lubbock. The names of potential speakers were filed on 

information cards showing their duty organization, tele

phone number, and the general topics on which they were 

qualified to speak. Each speaker was asked to provide the 

Information Office with 8x10 copies of their official 

photograph, a brief biographical sketch, and a copy of 

their proposed speech texts. At the time of this study 

(Fall 1968) the Reese Information Office had on file cards 

and information on twenty-three speakers, including the 

-̂ Air Force regulation 190-12, Reese Supplement 1, 
18 May 1965. 
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Wing Commander, Col. Morganti. 

The Information Office then established a file on each 

of the major business clubs and service organizations in 

the Lubbock area. Each file folder contained background 

information on the organization, names and biographical 

notes on local officials, and copies of all correspondence 

between the Information Office and the organization. 

Letters describing the Reese Speakers' Bureau program were 

then mailed to the clubs and groups in Lubbock inviting 

them to take advantage of the opportunity to hear first

hand accounts of the Vietnamese conflict from returning 

veterans. 

When requests for a speaker were received the Informa

tion Office would then contact the Speakers' Bureau members 

until they found a speaker who could fill the request. The 

volunteer speaker was given the date, time, and location 

of the engagement. He was also given a quick thumbnail 

description of the organization and the name of the person 

to contact regarding the speaking engagement. The 

speaker's file card was then annotated with the name of 

the requesting organization and the date of the speaking 

engagement. In addition the information was also posted 

on a large wall chart, providing a graphic display of all 

speaking engagements scheduled by the Information Office 

for the current month. 

The requesting organization was then contacted by 
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telephone and mail confirming the speaking date arrange

ments. The Information Office also mailed the organization 

a copy of the speaker's photograph and his biographical 

sketch. 

After filling the speaking engagement the speaker 

would call the Information Office to report the audience 

size. This information was included in a quarterly activ

ities report which the Information Office submitted to 

higher headquarters. The audience size was also posted on 

the speaker's file card providing the only record of Reese 

Speakers' Bureau activity beyond the brief summary report 

to higher headquarters. 

Problem Areas 

When the Reese Air Force Base Speakers' Bureau program 

was examined for this study there were several evident 

problem areas: 

(1) The speakers were made responsible for the ac

curacy, propriety, and security classification of their own 

talks. The Information Office was supposed to clear up any 

area of doubt prior to actual delivery of the speech, how

ever, the text of the proposed speech was not being given 

to the Information Officer for review and clearance. In 

fact, the Reese Information Office had only the vaguest 

notion of what each speaker was going to tell the people 

in Lubbock. 
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(2) During this study only one copy of a proposed 

speech was found on file as part of the Speakers' Bureau 

program. The author could find no evidence that anyone 

from the Information Office had ever attended a speaking 

engagement by one of the Vietnam returnees. No effort was 

being made to contact the groups spoken to in order to get 

any kind of report or reaction. In short, the Reese In

formation Office did not know what the people in Lubbock 

were being told about the Vietnam war by Reese military 

speakers. No one knew how the Speakers' Bureau program 

was being received in the Lubbock area. No one even seemed 

to care. 

(5) Since it was apparent that few copies of speech 

texts were ever seen and even fewer speakers were ever 

monitored, there was no assurance that the Air Force was 

being represented by a competent speaker. It was not 

likely that a very poor speaker would volunteer to give 

public presentations, but the range of speaker quality was 

another unknown factor in the Reese Speakers' Bureau 

program. 

(4) Many times no photo or speaker biographical in

formation was being mailed to the requesting organizations. 

This led to some confusion and bother. The person in 

charge of the speaking program had to spend time gathering 

enough information from the speaker to make an adequate 

introduction. 
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(5) No record of the speaking engagements was being 

kept in the organizational file folders. There was no 

quick reference system to tell who had spoken, where, when, 

or on what subject. To determine if any Reese Speakers' 

Bureau member had ever spoken to the Lubbock Lions Club, 

for instance, it was necessary to go through the file 

cards for every speaker. 

In spite of these obvious shortcomings the Reese 

Speakers' Bureau was actively engaged in the task of 

bringing the story of United States involvement in Vietnam 

to the interested citizens of Lubbock, Texas. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE SPEAKERS AND SPEECHES 

General Information 

With a basic understanding of the Reese Air Force 

Base Speakers' Bureau program and its aims in Lubbock, 

Texas, attention can now be directed to the speakers and 

their speeches. Four speakers and five speeches will be 

considered in this study, covering a time span from 

August 22, 1968 to January 15, 1969. 

The speakers represented here are all officers and jet 

pilots. The mission of Reese Air Force Base is to train 

student pilots, so most of the Vietnam returnees on the 

base are veterans of the air war in South East Asia. Be

cause of their varied and exciting experiences these 

officers were much in demand as public speakers in Lubbock. 

The four officers in this study were the most popular and 

active speakers from Reese. They were not trained public 

speakers, having little or no educational background in 

speech and little practical experience beyond military 

briefings. 

The five speeches in this study represent two general 

types of speaker experience in the Vietnamese conflict: 

first the combat support experience of those who were sta

tioned in South Vietnam, and second those who were 

15 
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stationed in Thailand and flew combat missions over North 

Vietnam. Col. Pierson served in South Vietnam in a combat 

support role carrying supplies and troops, spraying jungle 

defoliants, and flying rescue missions. He was closely 

associated with the South Vietnamese people and their part 

in the conflict. On the other hand. Majors Hennigar and 

Parker and Capt. Gayer were fighter pilots stationed in 

Thailand. They were involved in the air combat missions 

over North Vietnam. 

The speeches were tape recorded as they were delivered 

and the written texts included in this study were tran

scribed from the tapes. These texts do not show all of 

the speaker's strengths or faults of diction, voice, 

language, and delivery, therefore, the taped speeches have 

also been included in this study for the interested speech 

student. 

The speaking occasions were all nearly identical 

regular luncheon meetings of Lubbock business and civic 

organizations. The members and guests would assemble 

during the lunch hour for an informal meal. This would be 

followed by a short business meeting and then the special 

guest speaker would be introduced. Following the speaker 

the meeting would adjourn. The atmosphere was always 

friendly and very informal, putting the speakers at their 

Speech texts are included in the appendix. 
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ease in most cases. 

Speech Analysis Background 

A brief analysis of each speech will be made using 

the five classic canons of rhetoric: invention, arrange

ment, style, memory and delivery. Since the speakers had 

no formal speech training their application of the canons 

of rhetoric may be more by chance than design. The canons 

are always evident in the speeches, however, often through 

inept application or lack of use. 

The five canons of rhetoric are described by Crassus: 

"Since the speaker*s resources are divided into five parts, 

he ought first to find out what he should say; then to 

dispose and arrange what he has found, not only in an 

orderly way, but with a certain weight and judgement; then 

to clothe and adorn his matter with language; then to 

secure it in his memory; and finally deliver it with 
2 

dignity and grace." 

In the Ad Herennium we find this definition: "Inven

tion is the devising of matter, true or plausible, that 

would make the case convincing. Arrangement is the order

ing and distribution of the matter, making clear the place 

to which each thing is assigned. Style is the adaptation 

of suitable words and sentences to the matter devised. 

2 
Donald L. Clark, Rhetoric in Greco-Roman Education 

(New York and London: Columbia University Press, 1957;, 
p. 69. 
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Memory is the firm retention in the mind of the matter, 

words, and arrangement. Delivery is the graceful regula-

tion of voice, countenance and gesture."'^ 

The canons of rhetoric, though developed anciently, 

still find application today in the modern texts on speech 

fundamentals. Public speaking today involves these same 

classical principles: Invention - selecting a topic, re

search and collection of data and information. Arrange

ment - organizing and logically ordering the material. 

Style - selecting the language which will have the best 

effect on the listeners. Memory - the memorized speech is 

little used today, rather extemporaneous speaking from an 

outline or notes. Delivery - use of voice and bodily 

action. 

James C. McCroskey provides a good example of the 

integration of ancient rhetorical canons into the modern 

theory and practice of public speaking. In his book, An 

Introdnction to Rhetorical Communication, Mr. McCroskey 

demonstrates the practical application of the Aristotelian 

canons of Invention, Arrangement, Style, and Delivery to 

today's speech preparation and presentation. These prin

ciples are carefully blended with the latest ideas and 

recommendations for more effective public speaking. 

5 
Rhetorica Ad Herennium. Translated by Harry Gaplan 

(Londonl Harvard University Press, 195^), p. 7* 
^James C. McCroskey, An Introduction to Rhetorical 

Communication (New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1968;. 



19 

Colonel Pierson 

Biographical Sketch 

Lieutenant Colonel Howard J. Pierson, Commander of 

the 5501st Student Squadron at Reese Air Force Base, was 

born in Bloomfield, New Jersey in 1927. He attended the 

University of Alabama where he received a commission 

through the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps 

(ROTO). He served during World War II and in the Korean 

conflict. Col. Pierson served in Vietnam with the 509**' 

Air Commando Squadron and flew C-125 cargo aircraft. He 

had previously flown B-29, B-50, B-47, and B-52 bombers 

with the Strategic Air Command. Col. Pierson is a Command 

Pilot with over 7»000 hours of flying time. At Reese he 

is a qualified Instructor Pilot in the T-58 (Talon) super

sonic jet trainer. Col. Pierson has volunteered and been 

accepted for a second combat tour in Vietnam. 

Speaking Engagements 

The following speeches were delivered by Col. Pierson 

in 1968: 

Date 

February 
February 19 
February 27 

April 9 
April 12 
April 18 

April 19 

Organization A 

Texas Tech Wives 
Ropesville Lions Club 
Terry County Flyers 
Association 

Texas Tech Range Majors 
Texas Tech AFROTC Wives 
Lubbock First Christian 
Group 

Lubbock Science Fair 

ttendance 

40 
55 

55 
25 
40 

^5 
500 



May 6 
May 6 
May 16 
May 

June 11 
June 12 

June 24 

August 22* 
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Date Organization Attendance 

Sunrise Optimists Club 100 
Monterey Optimists Club 75 
Southwest Optimists Club 75 
Dedication of Grissom 
AFB, Indiana 6,700 

Brownfield Lions Club 50 
KLBK-TV "South Plains 
Today" (est.) 25,000 

Lubbock Jr. Chamber of 
Commerce 25 

Lubbock Kiwanis Club 65 
September 19 Industrial Lions Club 50 
September 24* Hub City Lions Club 201 
October 8 Allen Brothers American 

Legion Post 45 
October 24 Monterey High School 100 

The speeches indicated by the (*) are included in this 

study. A quick count will show that Col. Pierson spoke 

before almost 8,000 persons in 1968, not including the 

estimated TV audience. 

Speech Analysis 

Col. Pierson delivered two speeches which were 

recorded for this study. Both were similar and are repre

sentative of the similarity which was found in all of the 

speeches delivered by the individual speakers. The 

speakers tended to deliver the same speech each time they 

were asked to speak to a different group. 

A high school speech class was the only formal speech 

training Col. Pierson had received. Though he was confi

dent and direct in his speaking approach he was not a 

skilled speaker. 
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Invention 

Col. Pierson's speeches consisted of personal opinions 

and many general statements about the Vietnamese war. It 

is interesting to note that while the other speakers told 

of their personal experiences in South East Asia, Col. 

Pierson centered his presentation on the "big picture" and 

the political implications of the conflict. The other 

speakers were much more reluctant to express personal 
i 

opinions than was Col. Pierson. He felt very strongly that 

the United States should be involved in Vietnam and he 

tried to express this view in his speeches. Col. Pierson's 

speeches were designed to appeal to the emotions. 

These people /the Communists/ believe, to 
the man, that they are going to be downtown 
Muleshoe, someday. And if you ever lose sight 
of that when it comes tax paying time, or giving 
your sons and daughters time, or your own ef
forts and taxes towards preserving this freedom, 
then I'm afraid we are going to be in trouble.5 

He used very little factual data or few logical proofs. 

Arrangement 

August Speech 

I. Introduction 

A. Thank you 
1. Not going to show slides 
2. Personal opinions, not official Air 

Force policy 
B. Aggie joke 

-̂ Howard J. Pierson Speech (August 22, 1968), par. 15. 
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II. Body 

A. Vietneim experience 
B. No end to war 

1. Vietnam conflict is a war 
2. Political situation in U.S. 

C. Commiinist threat 
1. Vietnam beautiful country 
2. Threat to downtown Muleshoe 
5. Good guys against bad guys 
4. Invasion of Czechoslovakia 

D. Saigon situation 
1. Political instability 
2. Dedicated enemy 
5. Saigon a shambles 

E. U.S. committed 
1. Cannot withdraw 
2. Strategic importance of Vietnam 
5. Long war ahead 

F. Question and answer period 

III. Conclusion 

A. Reese mission 
B. Invitation to visit base 

September Speech 

I. Introduction 

A. Every man a Lion 
B. Vietnam experience 

1. Brief speech overview 
C. Humor 

1. Aggie joke 
2. Alabama football team 

II. Body 

A. Difficult situation 
1. Costly war 
2. Good guys save the world 
5. Communist goals 
4. Sacrifice necessary 

B. Two-phase war 
1. Shooting war 
2. War to win hearts 
5. Eaemy terrorism 
4. Political instability 
5. Enemy advantage 
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C. Hanoi situation 
1. No nuclear weapons 
2. China threat 
5. POW problem 
4. Personal viewpoint 

D. Humor 
1. Ralph Krebbs' barber 

E. Q^estion and answer period 

III. Conclusion 

A. Community and club spirit 
B. Motivation for young Reese officers 

C. Every man a Lion 

In general the arrangement consisted of a humorous 

introduction which established good audience rapport, a 

body of rambling and sometimes unconnected points, a ques

tion and answer session, and a brief concluding statement. 

Though his speeches did not appear to make a particular 

logical progression from one point to the next they did 

revolve around one main theme, namely supporting United 

States military operations in Vietnam. 

The first speech introduction touched on at least four 

different subjects ranging from an Aggie joke to a state

ment that what he would say did not represent official Air 

Force opinion. In the second speech introduction Col. 

Pierson used a clever twist of an Air Force slogan "Every 

man a tiger," to gain immediate favor with his Lion's Club 

audience. He changed it to "Every man a Lion."'̂  From that 

Ibid., pars. 2-6. 

"̂ Howard J. Pierson Speech (September 24, 1968), 
par. 2. 
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moment on Col. Pierson could do no wrong. The main purpose 

of Col. Pierson's speech introductions was to gain listener 

approval and attention, which he did very easily. 

While both speeches were quite similar in content and 

presentation, the first was not as well organized as the 

second. The body of the first speech rambled from one 

point to the next with only the general theme as the ap

parent connecting link. Opening with a Plato quotation 

about never ending war Col. Pierson then expressed the need 

for a "free rein" to achieve a military victory; he then 

touched on the threat of Chinese intervention followed by 

mention of the approaching U.S. national elections; next 

Col. Pierson skipped quickly from the beauty of the 

Vietnamese landscape to Communists in downtown Muleshoe to 

a comparison of the war in Vietnam to the Crusades; then 

jumped to Russia's invasion of Czechoslovakia, the 

Vietnamese political situation, the Communist escalation 

of the war. United States prisoners of war in the north, 

and the strategic importance of U.S. military support in 

Vietnam, to the conclusion that it is going to be a "long, 

7 ugly affair" in Vietnam.' 

The body of the second speech followed a more logical 

pattern. Col. Pierson began with a forecast of long and 

expensive involvement in the war and a call for dedication 

'̂ Speech (August), pars. 7-20. 
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and sacrifice to stop Communist plans for aggression; he 

spoke of the enemy dedication and the advantages they enjoy 

operating in the atmosphere of political instability in 

the South; the threat of Chinese intervention and the POW 

situation was covered; Col. Pierson then concluded with 

his opinion that the Chinese would not intervene if the 

U.S. took North Vietnam. 

The question and answer periods proved to be the most 

interesting and informative segments of Col. Pierson's 

speeches. His remarks before the questions were general 

statements reflecting his personal view of the war situa

tion. The questions, however, forced Col. Pierson to 

direct his remarks to specific areas of interest to his 

listeners. In spite of this many of Col. Pierson's 

answers were more general than specific. He had warned 

that he would "weasel word" or "side step" classified 

questions,^ but this aptly describes some of the answers 

Col. Pierson gave to other questions as well. In par

ticular, questions which dealt with areas which seemed to 

be outside the scope of Col. Pierson's knowledge, prompted 

rambling and sometimes confusing answers. 

Q 

Speech (September), pars. 5-15. 

-̂ Speech (August), par. 21. 

"^^Ibid., pars. 22, 24, 29-51. 

•̂ •̂ Ibid., pars. 27, 28, 52, 56. 
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Col. Pierson concluded both of his speeches with a 

brief reference to the training program at Reese Air Force 

Base and an invitation to the audience members to visit 

the base. 

Style 

Col. Pierson's style was plain and informal. The poor 

language usage and sentence structure reflect his lack of 

speech training. 

As I looked across your faces, I can see 
many whom I have had the pleasure to speak with 
at other luncheons in other clubs and you can be 
at ease.12 

Anything I say up here, of course, is pre
sented from me, and, or the questions you may have, 
or answers, are my opinion and, of course, don't 
represent the United States Air Force necessarily.^^ 

Several times Col. Pierson's remarks were more con

fusing than informative. 

Very probably, I'm sure they do, and they 
believe in that as you say my belief.^^ 

There are those among you, I am sure, who 
would like to have us all come home, to withdraw, 
to spend these billions on roads, city develop
ment, all of the many, many programs that we're 
wasting away some other efforts into we could 
benefit right here at home.l5 

The student of speech could pick a paragraph at random 

^^Ibid., par. 2. 

•"•^Ibid., par. 4. 

•̂ Îbid., par. 27. 

15 
Speech (September), par. 6. 
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from one of Col. Pierson's speeches and find other examples 

of improper grammar and speech. 

Memory 

Col. Pierson did not use any notes or an outline and 

consequently wandered and rambled during his presentations. 

Delivery 

Col. Pierson strikes a very impressive figiire in his 

military uniform. He is highly decorated and beribboned, 

stands well over six feet, sporting a "Yul Brynner" style 

shaved head and a large black "fighter pilot's" mustache. 

He has a manner of authority which commands the respectful 

attention of his audience. He has good voice quality and 

volume. Gestures were few and simple, generally used to 

emphasize a point. Though Col. Pierson was not an ac

complished public speaker he did establish a good relation

ship with his listeners and was able to make a good showing 

for the Reese Speakers' Bureau. 

Major Hennigar 

Biographical Sketch 

Major Harry J. Hennigar, Jr. was born October 7, 1955, 

in Richmond, Indiana, where he graduated from high school. 

He was graduated from Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, in 

1955 with a B.S. Degree in Zoology. Maj. Hennigar entered 

the Air Force in December 1955 and following pilot training 

was assigned as a jet Instructor Pilot to Webb Air Force 
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Base, Big Spring, Texas. Maj. Hennigar instructed in the 

T-55 jet trainer for one year at Webb, was then transferred 

to Randolph Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas, where he 

instructed in the T-55 for three years, and then in 1961 

was moved to Reese Air Force Base where he also instructed 

in the T-55 for two more years. In 1965 Maj. Hennigar 

attended the F-lOO fighter gunnery training school at Luke 

Air Force Base near Phoenix, Arizona. He was then trans

ferred to Germany where he flew the Republic F-105 super

sonic fighter-bomber, the "Thud," until November of 1966. 

In February 1967 Maj. Hennigar arrived in the Republic of 

Thailand at Korat Air Base where he flew 100 missions over 

North Vietnam in the F-105. In September of 1967 Maj. 

Hennigar was reassigned to Reese Air Force Base as a T-58 

Instructor Pilot. Major Hennigar is a Senior Pilot and he 

has flown over 4,500 hours in jet trainers and fighters. 

Major Hennigar's decorations include: The Distinguished 

Flying Cross with seven oakleaf clusters, The Air Medal 

with eighteen oakleaf clusters. The Purple Heart, Two 

Presidential Unit Citations, Two Outstanding Unit Awards, 

Two National Defense Service Medals, The American Defense 

Service Medal, The Vietnamese Service Medal, The Vietnam 

Campaign Medal, and The Air Force Marksmanship Ribbon. 

Speaking Engagements 

The following speeches were delivered by Major 
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Hennigar in 1967-68: 

Date 

1967 
October 2 
October 25 

November 7 
November 22 

1968 
January 8 

January 25 
January 25 
February 9 
March 7 
March 19 
March 22 
April 11 
April 17 
April 19 
May 10 
May 25 
May 29 

May 51 
June 19 
June 28 
July 10 

Organization 

South Plains Shriners 
Lubbock Insurance Adjusters 
Association 

Lubbock Lions Club 
Evans 9*** Grade History Class 

Southwest Lubbock Rotary 
Club 

Ralls Lions Club 
Hutchinson 9̂  Grade Assembly 
0. L. Slayton Jr. High 
Southwest Plains Lions Club 
Evans Junior Honor Society 
Atkins Jr. High 
Levelland Lions Club 
Reese Air Force Base Chapel 
Parsons School 
Friendship Baptist Church 
Trinity Baptist Church 
Parsons Elementary 5rd and 
4tb Grades 

Industrial Lions Club 
Crosbyton Lions Club 
Consumers Credit Association 
Lubbock Rotary Club 

September 50* Lubbock Jr. Chamber of 
Commerce 

October 15 Lubbock Exchange Club 
October 15 Reese Elementary PTA 

Attendance 

50 

50 
260 
27 

70 
40 
60 
950 
60 
75 

1,060 
50 
25 
60 
400 
25 
200 
75 
40 
20 
200 
50 
50 
200 

The speech indicated by the (*) is included in this 

study. Maj. Hennigar was an especially popular speaker in 

the Lubbock area. From the period October 2, 1967 to 

October 15, 1968, he spoke before twenty-four different 

organizations and over 4,100 persons. Major Hennigar was 

popular with school groups, speaking to over 2,400 students 

in Lubbock. 
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Speech Analysis 

Major Hennigar reported that he had never had any 

formal speech training. He had gained much practical ex

perience while in the Air Force through formal and informal 

military briefing and instructing situations. 

Invention 

Major Hennigar's speech material came directly from 

his own personal experiences. He reviewed his training 

assignments prior to being sent to Thailand and then 

described some of his experiences on a typical fighter 

16 
mission over North Vietnam. The most time was devoted to 

recounting in detail a specific fighter mission on which 

17 Maj. Hennigar was shot down and rescued in North Vietnam. ' 

Major Hennigar did offer some personal opinions about the 

Vietnamese conflict as part of his conclusion, "I think we 

18 need to be there." 

Arrangement 

I. Introduc tion 

A. Personal background and training 

II. Body 

A. Missions over North Vietnam 
1. Attack supply lines 
2. F-105 flight to target 

16 
Harry J. Hennigar Speech (September 1968), 

pars. 2-18. 

"'•'̂ Ibid. , pars. 19-52. 

•̂ Îbid. , pars. 55-55. 
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B. Enemy defenses 
1. SAM missiles 
2. MIGs 
5. Anti-aircraft guns 

C. Mission number twenty-five 
1. Target attack 
2. Shot down 
5. Bail out 
4. On the ground in North Vietnam 
5. Rescue 

III. Conclusion 

A. Personal opinions 
1. Need to be in Vietnam 
2. Communist ideology and threat 
5. Political restrictions on war 

B. Personal responsibility 

1. Exercise right to vote 

Following a very brief introduction in which Maj. 

Hennigar gave an overview of his speech, "give you my 
19 background a little bit and show you what I did . . ." , 

he went through a chronological review of his training. 

The main portion of the speech body was an account of 

mission number 25. Since he ran out of time for the usual 

question and answer period. Major Hennigar concluded with 

a statement in support of United States military involve

ment in Vietnam. 

Style 

The style was plain with simple language. Major 

Hennigar was quite casual in his use of language. 

With an introduction like that I shouldn't 
even get up and stand up. My goodness!20 

•̂ Îbid., par. 2. 

^^Ibid., par. 12. 
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But by the time they'd move 'em and shoot 'em 
again, why then we'd be dodged and moved to the 
other side.21 

Major Hennigar used some military terminology in his 

speech which could have been confusing to his listeners, 

however, he was always careful to explain what he was 

talking about. 

Right into the engine and actually chewed 
up the compressor section, which is the part that 
compacts the air to ignite it with the fuel or 
join it with the fuel and burn it out the back 
that gives us all of our thrust.22 

The helicopters, the Jolly Green Giants as 
we call them, the HH-5s, they came in for a res
cue. . . . They're led in by the Sandies or the 
A-1 airplanes. These are propeller driven air
planes that come along to protect the helicopters, 
to keep them from getting shot down.25 

Now what they do is they send down a tree 
penetrator. Now this is a piece of metal about 
five feet high that has a point on the bottom of 
it so it will go down through the trees.2^ 

Major Hennigar's grammar sind sentence structure were 

generally good, the few exceptions were not particularly 

distracting from his presentation. 

Memory 

Major Hennigeir spoke from memory with no notes or out

line. He had told the same story so many times before that 

-̂'•Ibid. , par. 12. 

^^Ibid., par. 21. 

^^Ibid., par. 29. 
24 
Ibid., par. 50. 
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he was able to keep himself oriented in his presentation. 

Delivery 

Major Hennigar is a very personable officer and he has 

a warm and friendly manner which is readily appealing to 

his audience. His quiet manner, clean-cut appearance, and 

sincere attitude always create a favorable ethos with his 

youthful as well as adult listeners. His voice was not 

loud but was easily and distinctly heard. He made good 

use of descriptive gestures, as most pilots do, vigorously 

flying combat with his hands. Major Hennigar is generally 

a good story teller but mission number 25 had a great 

deal of dramatic potential which he did not effectively 

emphasize. 

I came up out of the airplane normal
ly. . . . This all worked normally, worked 
just right, everything was hunky-dory. All I 
was, was a passenger sitting there watching 
everything go by, was the trees go by and all 
this. My chute deployed and opened up, but my 
feet were way up in the air and that actually 
swung me down and around. It was a pretty good 
shock of opening as the chute deployed.25 

The application of a few basic speech principles would have 

enhanced the recounting of it a great deal. Major Hennigar 

always established a favorable rapport with his audience 

and he was a fine representative of the Reese Speakers' 

Bizreau. 

^^Ibid., par. 24. 
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Major Parker 

Biographical Sketch 

Major David Parker was born May 19, 1954, in Mount 

Vernon, New York. He graduated from Bronxville High 

School, attended Cornell University and Stevens Institute 

of Technology, entering the military service prior to 

graduation. Major Parker is an Eagle Scout and active as 

a Mason and Shriner. He entered the Air Force pilot 

training program in November 195^. Following graduation 

Major Parker flew B-47 jet bombers with the Strategic Air 

Command at Mountain Home Air Force Base, Idaho. In June 

1966 Major Parker arrived at Korat Air Base, Thailand, 

where he flew 100 air combat missions over North Vietnam 

in the F-105 fighter. In early 1967 Major Parker was as

signed to Reese Air Force Base where he is a Standardiza

tion Instructor Pilot in the T-58 jet trainer. 

Speaking Engagements 

The following speeches were delivered by Major Parker 

in 1967-68: 

Date Organization Attendance 

1967 
June 19 Bayless Elementary School 80 
November 28 0. L. Slayton National 

Honor Society 100 
1968 

January 17 Lubbock Southwest Kiwanis 50 
June 6 American Businessmen's 

Club 55 
June 26 Lubbock Southwest Kiwanis 56 
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Date Organization Attendance 

June 28 Lubbock Board of Realtors 45 
August 7 Lubbock Exchange Club 50 
September 10* Hub City Kiwanis 50 

September 50 Southwest Rotary 60 

The speech indicated by the (*) is included in this 

study. Major Parker's list of speaking engagements is not 

as impressive as those of Col. Pierson or Major Hennigar, 

but it more closely represents the average speaker partici

pation in the Reese Speakers' Bureau program. On 

January 17 and June 6 Major Parker spoke to the same group 

twice. He was invited to present a second film about the 

air war and to expand on his previous presentation. 

Speech Analysis 

Major Parker had never taken any formal speech 

training and he personally felt very inadequate as a public 

speaker. He was reluctant to volunteer for speaking en

gagements and consequently relied on films about the F-105 

air combat role in South East Asia as the main portion of 

his public presentations. 

Invention 

Major Parker spoke mainly about his own personal ex

periences as a fighter pilot flying over North Vietnam. He 

went into considerable detail about the anti-aircraft 

26 
defenses of the North Vietnamese painting a vivid picture 

David Parker Speech (September 1968), pars. 7-9-
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of what it is like to be shot at. Major Parker's speeches 

were built around a professionally produced film. 

Arrangement 

I. Introduction 

A. Thank you 
B. Film setting 

II. Body 

A. Fighter strikes over North 
1. Restrictions 
2. Enemy gunners 
5. F-105 weapons system 

B. Film presentation 
1. Missile launch explanation 
2. Film showing 
5. Hollywood ending missing 

C. There is a way 
1. Pilot loss rate 
2. Anti-aircraft threat 

D. Question and answer period 

III. Conclusion 

Note: Major Parker's presentation was termi
nated by the club program chairman during the 
question and answer period. Major Parker did not 
have an opportunity to make a concluding statement. 

The arrangement for Major Parker's speeches was stand

ard for a film presentation. He set the stage for the film 

with an introduction giving a brief description of the air 
27 

war over North Vietnam. ' After the film he discussed the 

enemy defenses and then went into a question and answer 

28 period. When the time was up the program chairman closed 

the meeting, and Major Parker had no opportunity for a 

27 ^Ibid., pars. 2-6. 

^®Ibid., pars. 10-14. 
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summary or conc lus ion . 

Style 

Major Parker's style was simple and plain. His gram

mar and language usage was generally good, in fact it was 

better than that of the other speakers who should have 

been more skilled than Major Parker. His sentence compo

sition was sensible and most of his thoughts were com

pletely and clearly stated. 

The 105 being a single-seated aircraft with 
one pilot, he has to be his own radio operator, 
navigator, his own bombardier and pilot all rolled 
up in one. It's a tremendous weapon system and a 
lot of fun to fly. But it requires an awful lot 
of concentration, and I guess that's why everybody 
likes it, because it puts you one step ahead of 
the other guy who's got somebody to help him.29 

Memory 

Major Parker did not use notes during his presenta

tion. Memory was not a significant factor in Major 

Parker's speeches due to the use of films. 

Delivery 

Major Parker is a quiet and reserved personality, not 

nearly as outgoing as the other speakers in this study. 

He is not an imposing figure and his delivery was muted and 

quiet. He spoke clearly with pleasant tone and voice 

quality and was able to keep the attention of his listeners. 

Major Parker is afflicted with the disease of most fighter 

pilots, he cannot talk without waving his hands around like 

29 ̂Ibid., par. 5. 
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miniature aircraft while reliving his air battles. His 

speech presentation was straightforward and he compensated 

for his lack of speech experience with a sincere attitude 

and a conscientious effort to be informative. Major Parker 

was well liked by his audiences and was a favorable repre

sentative of US Air Force operations in South East Asia. 

Captain Gayer 

Biographical Sketch 

Capt. Michael Gayer is a native of Indiana where he 

was bom on October 9, 1942. He received his B.S. Degree 

in 1964 from Evansville University, Indiana, with a major 

in Education and minors in Physics and Mathematics. Capt. 

Gayer entered the Air Force in 1964 and was assigned to 

Reese Air Force Base for pilot training. He received his 

wings in December, 1965, and was assigned to the F4C Pilot 

Systems Program for combat training. He was then assigned 

to the 8ft Tactical Fighter Wing at Ubon Royal Thai Air 

Base, Thailand, in August 1966. Capt. Gayer flew 114 air 

combat missions in the F4C Phantom, 101 of them over North 

Vietnam. Following his combat tour Capt. Gayer was reas

signed to Reese Air Force Base in 1967 as a T-57 jet 

Instructor Pilot. 

Speaking Engagements 

The following speeches were delivered by Capt. Gayer 

in 1968-69: 
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Date Organization Attendance 

1968 
June 5 Hub City Lions Club 20 
June 11 Lubbock Barbershop Quartet 

Association 20 
July 15 Idalou Lions Club 20 
December 15 Ralls Rotary Club 55 

1969 
January 15* Caprock ABC Club 40 
January 22 Ralls Rotary Club 20 
February 10 Hale Center Lions Club 25 
March 2^7 Shallowater Lions Club 20 
May 7 Floydada Boy Scouts 50 

The speech indicated by the (*) is included in this 

study. Capt. Gayer was not very active as a Reese 

Speakers' Bureau member. It is interesting to note that 

most of Capt. Gayer's speaking engagements were outside of 

Lubbock. 

Speech Analysis 

Capt. Gayer was not an experienced speaker and he had 

received no formal speech training. He was very self-

conscious about his speaking deficiencies. All of his 

speaking engagements were planned around the use of a film. 

On the occasion of the speech included in this study, Capt. 

Gayer was not able to use the film as he had planned and 

he was forced to deliver an impromptu speech. 

Invention 

Capt. Gayer did not have a chance to prepare for this 

speech. He had brought a film which was to be the focal 

point of his presentation, but when he found out that the 

group had already seen the film he was faced with the 
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necessity of speaking with no specific preparation. HIG 

speech was mainly an informal review of his personal 

experiences. 

Arrangement 

I. Introduction 

A. Speech overview 
B. No film presentation 

II. Body 

A. Training experience 
1. F-4C 
2. Survival school 
5. Jungle survival 

B. Thailand assignment 
1. Going to war 
2. Friendly reception 

C. F-4 missions 
1. Night missions 
2. Learning from old heads 
5. Fourth mission 
4. Attack near Hanoi 

D. Civilian control of military 
E. Question and answer period 

III. Conclusion 

A. Personal opinion 

1. Ready to go back to Vietnam 

Capt. Gayer started out with a chronological review 

of his training leading to his assignment to South East 
XQ 

Asia.^ He next tried to describe some of his personal 

feelings about being in a war and some of his combat ex

periences.-̂  Capt. Gayer conducted a question and answer 

period and concluded with a personal view on the need for 

•^Michael Gayer Speech (January 1969), pars. 5-9. 

•̂̂ Ibid. , pars. 10-27. 
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United States participation in Vietnam.-^ 

Style 

The speech is marked throughout by poor grammar and 

incomplete sentences. 

To begin with, I'd like to tell you a little 
bit about my personal experiences, where I began. 
I began from UPT, . . . It's normally was a three 
month course, but because of the war we had it 
cut back to thirty-seven training days.55 

But to understand the systems itself is quite 
complex, and then to put 'em to good use is some
thing else.3^ 

The ones he don't see is the ones that gets 
him.55 

We're running a little bit, if you like 
to stay, if some of you like to stay around I'd 
be glad to answer any more of your questions, but 
if you have to leave, press on.56 

I mean, seriously people, your job as a 
civic minded people, which you all are or you 
wouldn't be here today, to find out what's going 
on. 57 

Capt. Gayer's thoughts would run together atnd some of 

his remarks were hard to follow. 

We were supersonic on the deck, and I kept 
trying to strain to see the engines, all I had 
in the front seat was tachometers. I didn't 
know whether it was fire or what. In the back 
seat I had just tachometers, fire or what was 
happening in the front seat. So I was ready to 
go as soon as I heard, if I didn't hear anything 
or if the airplane started nosing down, which it 

^^Ibid., pars. 28-41. ^^Ibid., par. 4. 

^^Ibid., par. 8. ^^Ibid., par. 55. 

^^Ibid. , par. 56. '̂̂ Ibid. , par. 58, 
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had about a couple of inches to go before we'd 
hit the ground.58 

Capt. Gayer also used too much military jargon with 

no attempts to clarify for his listeners. 

We were carrying two mark 82s and two pods 
of flares, 2.75 flares, or, excuse me, rockets. 
And the number two ship, he was carrying flares 
and two mark 82s also and CBUs.59 

They had 85s, I can remember looking at the 
flak chart. They had 85s, they had SAMs, they 
had 57s and 57s, and it was just scattered or 
peppered all over the target area.^0 

And in this seventy-hour period I learned 
on sort of an OJT like I said.^1 

If you ever wonder why it takes a college 
graduate to fly a Phantom jet or any type of a 
aircraft in the Air Force, then take a look at 
some of its avionics.^2 

Memory 

This speech was impromptu and was hampered by a lack 

of preparation as well as a lack of speech training. An 

inability to remember some of the ideas he had already 

covered led Capt. Gayer into several repetitions. 

Delivery 

This was a very poorly delivered speech. Capt. Gayer 

had great difficulty expressing himself orally. He had a 

sincere manner and he tried very hard to overcome the 

circumstances in which he found himself. In spite of his 

^®Ibid., par. 22. ^^Ibid., par. 16. 

^^Ibid., par. 19. -̂̂ Ibid. , par. 7-

Ibid., par. 8. 
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problems, Capt. Gayer was able to establish good rapport 

with his audience. Some previous speech training would 

have helped Capt. Gayer to be a better representative of 

the Reese Speakers' Bureau. 



CHAPTER V 

THE AUDIENCE 

General 

The military speakers from the Reese Air Force Base 

Speakers' Bureau spoke mainly before Lubbock business, 

professional, and service clubs. Some school, PTA, and 

church groups were also addressed. Judging from the number 

of speaking engagements filled by the four speakers in 

this study the Lubbock audiences were keenly interested in 

the war in Vietnam. During 1968 the speakers had addressed 

about 50 groups totaling over 12,000 persons. This does 

not include a TV appearance by Col. Pierson with an 

estimated audience size of 25,000. 

All of the speakers were well received by the Lubbock 

audiences. The famous Texas hospitality was more in 

evidence than was a critical appraisal of the speakers. 

No speaker reported a hostile audience reaction, though not 

all of the listeners could have been in complete agreement 

with the speaker's viewpoint. Even during the question and 

answer periods there were no apparent argumentative or 

critical attitudes, but rather a sincere and keen searching 

for knowledge and understanding. 

Probably the most revealing aspect of a Lubbock 

audience study is the quality of questions which were being 

44 
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asked. The Lubbock listeners displayed an intense desire 

to leara, a clear imderstanding of current events, and a 

keen grasp of the complex political and military involve

ment in Vietnam. All of the questions being asked by 

Lubbock citizens were thoughtful and probing. A brief 

look at the type of questions which were being asked will 

give a clearer insight into the nature of the different 

Lubbock audiences. 

Kiwanis Club 

Col. Pierson*s first speech was delivered before the 

Kiwanis Club of Lubbock on August 22, 1968. The occasion 

was a regular noon luncheon meeting (as were all of the 

engagements in this study) held at the Pioneer Hotel in 

downtown Lubbock. There were 65 members present. The 

atmosphere was friendly and informal. 

Col. Pierson seemed to stimulate more questions from 

his audiences than the other speakers. This may have 

stemmed from the fact that his remarks prior to the ques

tions were generalities and his listeners felt a greater 

need for clarification. The questioners also were not 

hesitant to ask about classified or controversial subjects 

and this led Col. Pierson to hedge and generalize on many 

of his answers. 

Several questions dealt with the problem of re

stricted bomb targets in the North and the political 
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restraints which were hampering the military capabilities. 

The dove movement was in its early stages in this country 

and some of the questions gave an inkling of the problems 
2 

which withdrawal from Vietnam would bring. The problems 

of a long term occupation and containment of the North 

Vietnamese threat were also questioned.-^ Col. Pierson was 

asked whether the American people were getting the full 

story on Vietnam. These questions and problems continue 

to plague the military and political involvement in Vietnam 

even today. 

Lubbock Lions Club 

Col. Pierson spoke before the Lubbock Lions Club on 

September 24, 1968, at the Koko Palace. This is probably 

the largest Lions Club in America and there were 201 

members attending for Col. Pierson*s speech. The setting 

was very informal and the club members displayed a friendly 

interest in Col. Pierson and his remarks. The introduction 

given to Col. Pierson and the opening moments of his speech 

were liberally punctuated with laughter, applause, and 

comments from club members.-^ Col. Pierson was motivated 

"̂ Pierson Speech (August 1968), pars. 22-24, 26. 

^Ibid., pars. 27, 55. 

^Ibid., pars. 29-51. 

Ibid., pars. 5^, 56. 

^Pierson Speech (September 1968), pars. 1-4. 
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to one of his best speaking performances. 

The questions asked by the Lions Club members were 

very penetrating and timely. Some of the questions 

revealed a great deal of foresight on the part of the mem

bers, as they dealt with topics which were to become the 

focus of intense public and political debate several years 

later. One such question concerned the world political 

consequences of U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam. 

One member wanted to know if the war was "spilling 

over" into Thailand and India.'̂  He may have been a bit 

confused about his geography, but he was "on target" about 

one of the most sensitive phases of the war. It was not 

until nearly two years later that the Nixon administration 

began to admit the extent of the conflict in Laos, 

Cambodia, and Thailand and the U.S. involvement there. It 

may be many years before the full truth concerning U.S. 

military participation in these other countries is finally 

known. 

Col. Pierson was asked if the South Vietnamese could 
g 

assume more responsibility for the ground war. The Nixon 

Vietnamization policy would not be announced until the 

next year after the elections. 

Another question concerned whether the American people 

Ibid., par. 15. 

'^Ibid., par. 17. 

®Ibid., par. 19. 
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were getting the full story on Vietnam.^ Col. Pierson 

cited a personal example which showed that there is some 

official manipulation of the war news. This problem would 

become the subject of public and political debate within 

the next year. 

Col. Pierson was then asked about the military view 

of the Paris peace talks. He did not think much progress 

would be made in Paris. History has borne out Col. 

Pierson's view. 

One final question dealt with the danger of American 

discouragement over the Vietnamese involvement. This 

question was like a voice of prophecy. History will record 

that discouragement did play a significant role in the pub

lic pressure which led to U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam. 

It is interesting to observe that some of the ques

tions of national concern in the 1970s were being asked in 

Lubbock, Texas, in 1968. 

Lubbock Junior Chamber of Commerce 

Major Hennigar spoke before the Lubbock Junior Chamber 

of Commerce on September 50, 1968, at the Pioneer Hotel. 

His audience was attentive and appreciative. They were 

especially moved by his account of being shot down and 

^Ibid., par. 28. 

-^^Ibid., par. 29. 

•^•^Ibid., par. 52. 
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rescued in North Vietnam. Unfortunately, Major Hennigar 

did not leave any time for questions from his audience. 

Hub City Kiwanis Club 

Major Parker spoke before the Hub City Kiwanis Club 

on September 10, 1968, at the Johnson House. There were 

50 members in attendance and they gave Major Parker a 

friendly reception. Not many questions were asked due to 

the length of time taken by the film presentation. How

ever, \inlike some of the other speaker's question periods, 

every question asked was of particular significance. 

The first question was about the F-111 aircraft. 

Probably no other single aircraft or weapons system has 

raised such a storm of controversy on political as well as 

military fronts. 

Major Parker was then asked whether the pilots were 

satisfied with the job they were being asked to do in South 

15 East Asia. ̂  This question touches on the main reason for 

U.S. failure to achieve a military victory over the North, 

namely political control of the targets which could be 

attacked by the Air Force. 

One person asked if the U.S. was bombing in Laos and 

14 Cambodia. This question concerned one of the most 

12 

Parker Speech (September 1968), par. 10, 

-^^Ibid., par. 11. 

-^^Ibid., par. 12. 
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sensitive and classified areas of operation in South East 

Asia. Official announcement acknowledging U.S. operations 

in Laos and Cambodia would not come until the 1970's. 

The final question was about the possibility of supply 

IS roads hidden under the jiingle cover. ^ This, of course, 

is one of the greatest problems of the conflict in that 

part of the world. It is impossible to see down through 

the triple layered jungle canopy from the air and the 

enemy activities go virtually undetected in most instances. 

Caprock American Business Club 

Capt. Gayer spoke before the Caprock Club on 

January 15, 1969. There were 40 members attending and they 

were friendly and appreciative in spite of the problems 

Capt. Gayer had with his presentation. The main body of 

Capt. Gayer's speech was rambling and not very informa

tive, but the audience was ̂ ible to focus attention on the 

current problems in South East Asia through careful 

probing questions. 

The first question asked about pilots being allowed 

16 
to bomb important targets. We now know that political 

restrictions protected most of the vital targets in North 

Vietnam from destruction. 

A question was posed about the accuracy of the SAM 

-•̂ Ibid., par. 15. 

"̂ Ĝayer Speech (Januaiy 1969), par. 29. 
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missiles being fired by the North Vietnamese at U.S. 

17 fighters. ' This was a highly classified subject and Capt. 

Gayer was not allowed to explain in detail the escape 

maneuvers and tactics used to nullify the missile threat 

over North Vietnam. 

The comparative capabilities of U.S. and North 

Vietnamese jet aircraft were covered by the next ques-

. . 18 tion. 

A very significant question was then asked about the 

dangers of the bombing halt in the North. -̂  Capt. Gayer 

did not comment on this question but it served to stimulate 

a comment by one of the members of the audience on criti-
20 cism "of things that we don't know enough about." 

Another club member then made a sage observation 

about the effect of restricted military activities on the 
21 

peace negotiations. This comment strikes at the heart 

of the peace efforts today when the North Vietnamese have 

no compelling reason to negotiate a settlement on any 

terms but their own. 

The final question shows the concern of some Lubbock 

citizens about the North Vietnamese buildup in Laos as a 
22 

result of the bombing pause. Again Capt. Gayer could not 

17 

19 

21 

Ibid., pars. 52-55. 

Ibid., par. 57. 

Ibid., par. 59. 

18 

20 

22 

I b i d . , p a r s . 5^-56i 

I b i d . , p a r . 58. 

I b i d . , p a r . 42 . 
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comment on this subject, but history has shown that the 

North Vietnamese did indeed use the bombing pause to build 

their military capabilities in Laos and Cambodia as well 

as the North. 

Summary 

There seems to be little doubt that Lubbock citizens 

are well informed on national, political, and military 

affairs. They are deeply concerned about the implications 

of U.S. military operations in South East Asia. The 

Lubbock audiences are friendly toward the Reese Speakers' 

Bureau participants, notwithstanding any failings of the 

speakers or the program. 

An interesting sidelight might concern the effect 

military speakers have had on the political thinking of 

Lubbock citizens. Four of the speeches included in this 

study were delivered between August 22 and September 50, 

1968. The national primary elections and political con

ventions were concluded. Two presidential candidates, 

Richard Nixon and Hubert Humphrey, were in the midst of an 

intensive struggle for voter confidence. The big issue of 

the campaign was U.S. involvement in Vietnam. The subject 

of the speeches delivered by the military speakers was the 

war in Vietnam, so the citizens of Lubbock were vitally 

interested in what was being presented. 

Military personnel are forbidden by regulations from 

active participation in national political activities. 



They are encouraged to vote, of course, but to take public 

positions on political issues is tantamount to professional 

career suicide in the military. Yet it is surprising how 

much personal political opinion was expressed by the Reese 

Speakers' Bureau members in relation to the Vietnam war 

and the approaching elections. 

One can only wonder at the impact these speakers may 

have had on the political thoughts and actions of citizens 

in Lubbock, Texas, in the Fall of 1968. 



CHAPTER VI 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Air Force Story 

There is no doubt that the Reese Air Force Base 

Speakers' Bureau has done a good job in attempting to 

bring the Southeast Asia conflict into clearer focus for 

the citizens of Lubbock. Probably the main reasons the 

program has enjoyed a measure of success can be attributed 

to the dedicated and willing speakers and the keenly 

interested Lubbock listeners. However, there are several 

areas where the Speakers* Bureau program could bring more 

base-community benefits if some improvements were made. 

The main problem with the Reese Speakers* Bureau pro

gram is a lack of close supervision by the personnel of the 

Office of Information. The Air Force regulations spell out 

many details of the program which are not being followed. 

The Speakers' Bureau program is only a small part of the 

total responsibility of the Office of Information and 

there are not enough personnel assigned to that office to 

provide the necessary supervision. This fact becomes more 

critical with each passing day as national budget limita

tions are forcing all military programs to cut costs and 

personnel. 

Another factor to consider is the Nixon administra-

5^ 
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tion's de-emphasis of U.S. military operations in South 

Vietnam. The American public is generally in favor of 

President Nixon's programs of de-escalation, withdrawal, 

and Vietnamization. All of which probably tends to dampen 

public enthusiasm for listening to "war stories" and the 

experiences of Vietnam combat veterans. However, with the 

increased involvement in Laos and Cambodia the Reese 

speakers may find Lubbock audiences eager to learn of this 

aspect of Southeast Asia military operations. 

In any event there are a few concrete suggestions 

which could be incorporated into the present Reese 

Speakers' Bureau program to increase its overall effec

tiveness. If the Air Force story is going to be told in 

the Lubbock area it deserves the best telling possible. 

Speaker Selection 

The Reese Air Force Base Office of Information has 

complete responsibility for the Speakers' Bureau program, 

but has not developed a definite system for identifying 

and selecting potential speakers. The only guide lines 

established by Air Force regulations are found in Air 

Force Manual 190-4 which states that the base Information 

Officer "should maintain a current list of Air Force per

sonnel . . . who are qualified and available to speak. 

. . . " "̂  The current method of selecting names from 

•̂ Air Force Manual 190-'^, 20 November 1964, Section C 
par. 5b(i;. 
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incoming personnel rosters, followed by random phone calls 

to find volunteers does not appear to be the best method 

of selecting the most qualified speakers. 

A positive program of identification and selection of 

speakers should be initiated. Every incoming officer or 

non-commissioned officer could fill out a brief question

naire as part of his in-processing routine. A brief 

description of the individual's training and military 

experience would identify general areas of speaker interest 

which could be brought to the Lubbock audiences. The most 

important questions would concern the individual's desire 

or willingness to participate in the public speaking pro

gram and whether he had any background or experience in 

public speaking. Personnel could be asked to indicate 

interest in participating in formal or informal training 

sessions designed to improve their speaking abilities. 

This could be handled through on-base college studies, 

public speaking clubs such as Toastmasters International, 

or through training sessions conducted by personnel of the 

Office of Information. With this information at hand the 

Information Officer can readily identify his best potential 

Speakers' Bureau participants. 

Speech Review 

The Reese Air Force Base Information Officer is re

sponsible for establishing a Speakers' Bureau program and 

for processing requests from community organizations for 
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speakers. He is also responsible for reviewing all 

speeches for "accuracy, propriety, and conformance with 

policy and security. Elimination of remarks or material 

that could result in legal liability of the government. 
2 

Compliance with Air Force regulations." 

We have already seen that the present Reese speaker's 

files included only one speech text. No positive attempt 

is being made to have each speaker submit a copy of his 

proposed speech for review. There is also no effort made 

to monitor any of the speaker's engagements. This is the 

biggest deficiency of the Reese Speakers' Bureau program. 

Indeed it would seem that there is no program at all if no 

one knows what the speakers are telling the people of 

Lubbock. 

This defect could be easily corrected without re

quiring every speaker to submit a word-for-word speech 

text for review prior to every public appearance. The 

Information Officer should hold a personal conference with 

each prospective speaker. Together they could outline the 

ideas and topics which the speaker would bring to the 

public. The author believes that each speaker delivers 

essentially the same speech to each different Lubbock 

audience. This is especially true when the speaker 

directs his remarks to his personal experiences rather than 

2 
Ibid., par. 5. 
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broad general topics. The only problem remaining would be 

to impress the speaker with his responsibilities for pro

priety, security, and policy as outlined by Air Force 

regulations. Speech topics which go beyond the speaker's 

personal experiences should be individually reviewed and 

cleared before delivery. 

Speech Monitor 

Closely allied with the problem of reviewing the 

speaker's proposed remarks is the matter of monitoring the 

actual speech as it is delivered in public. The manual 

says: "If possible, obtain information as to the speaker's 

ability and effectiveness for recording in his folder."^ 

Unfortunately, any military directive which uses the words 

"if possible" will not enjoy widespread compliance. Con

sequently, little effort is made to monitor any speeches 

being delivered by members of the Reese Speakers' Bureau 

and there is no program of quality control. A definite 

need exists for periodic monitoring of each speaker's 

public appearances and recording comments concerning his 

abilities and effectiveness in his individual file. 

Audience Analysis 

The manual also mentions the need for audience 

analysis. The speaker is responsible for giving the In

formation Officer the following after each speech: the 

^Ibid., par. 5b(2). 
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audience size, audience reaction to the speech, a personal 

judgment on the value of the speech, any problems which may 

have been encountered, and any other information which 

would be useful for future speaker requests by local or

ganizations. 

The Reese Office of Information compliance with this 

guidance consists of a telephone conversation with the 

speaker regarding the audience size and "How did it go?" 

No evidence was found of any audience analysis being re

corded beyond the audience size. 

It is not enough to rely on the speaker to provide 

the necessary audience analysis. Generally the speaker 

himself cannot give an accurate judgment of audience re

action or speaker effectiveness. In Lubbock, the normal 

"Texas hospitality" may be mistaken for audience approval. 

The Reese Information Officer needs to find out what the 

true audience reaction is in relation to his Speakers' 

Bureau program. 

Periodic monitoring of speaker engagements is perhaps 

the best way to fill the need for adequate audience anal

ysis. Beyond actually seeing and hearing what is going 

on, occasional critique questionaires or interviews could 

be utilized for a more in-depth analysis. There is a need 

for a long term study of the impact of the military 

Speakers* Bureau program on community thought and action. 
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Speaker Information 

The Speakers' Bureau has established individual 

folders for each speaker member. These folders are sup

posed to contain the speaker's biographical information, 

8x10 photos, a record of the speaker's public speaking en

gagements, and copies of the speaker's speech texts. The 

folders were found to contain everything except the speech 

texts. 

The main purpose for maintaining a file of biograph

ical data and individual photos is to provide the re

questing Lubbock organizations with some background 

material on the scheduled speaker. This information is 

used for publicity purposes and in preparing a speaker 

introduction. It was found that this information was not 

sent out for Major Parker's or Capt. Gayer's speaking 

engagements. This data should be sent out for each speak

ing engagement as a matter of courtesy to the requesting 

group. 

The author believes that each speaker's folder should 

also contain an analysis of the speaker's ability and 

general public speaking performance. Some recommendations 

could also be listed concerning the type of commiinity 

groups for which the speaker's particular talents and ex

periences are suited. 
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Audience Information 

Individual folders have also been established for each 

Lubbock organization or group requesting Reese speakers. 

These folders contain background information covering the 

organizations' origin and purposes. There was also bio

graphical information on local officers of the group. Any 

correspondence between the Office of Information and the 

local organizations was also filed in the individual 

folders. 

The main purpose of this information is to provide the 

Office of Information and the speakers with helpful back

ground information which can lead to better understanding 

and a more meaningful base-commxinity relationship. The 

speakers are not fully utilizing this information. Few of 

the speakers had even seen these folders. The only audi

ence information received by the speakers was passed over 

the phone by the Office of Information personnel. This 

information consisted mainly of the organization name, when 

and where they would meet, and the name of someone in the 

organization to contact with questions about the speaking 

engagement. 

More emphasis is needed in this area. It is espe

cially important that the speaker understand his audience 

if he is going to plan his speech effectively. It could 

also prove embarrassing if the speaker does not know what 

the organization stands for in terms of goals and service 
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in the community. 

Engagement Record 

The most serious defect in relation to the organiza

tion folders is the complete lack of any record of the 

speaking engagements. There is no information recorded on 

when speakers were provided, who they were, and what topic 

they covered. In addition, no record is kept of the films 

shown by the speakers. 

Because of this program defect, Capt. Gayer was 

involved in an embarrassing incident when he filled a 

speaking engagement on January 15, 1969. Capt. Gayer was 

scheduled to speak to the Caprock ABC Club. He planned 

his presentation around a film about the air war over North 

Vietnam. When he arrived and mentioned his intentions to 

the program chairman he was told that the previous military 

speaker had already shown that film to the group. This put 

Capt. Gayer in the position of having to deliver a speech 

with no specific preparation. He did not have the speech 

ability to meet this situation adequately. The result was 

a dis-service to the ABC Club and the Reese Speakers' 

Bureau. 

It is most important that a record of all speaking en

gagements be kept in the individual organization folders. 

This record must contain at least the following: dates of 

all engagements, the name of the military speaker, the 

subject presented, and the names of any films used. This 
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record should also show the audience size, an assessment of 

the speaker's efforts, and the general audience reaction. 

All of this information is essential if the Information 

Officer is going to effectively meet all requests for 

speakers from the Reese Air Force Base Speakers' Bureau. 

Speech Training 

No speaker's program can be any better than its 

speakers. There is a serious lack of opportunity for 

speech training at Reese Air Force Base. The Air Force 

has recognized the need for its personnel to be able to 

communicate effectively in writing and each base has 

established an effective writing course. Commanders, 

supervisors, and other key personnel are required to attend 

these courses. Unfortunately, no such program exists to 

improve oral communication. 

It is true that the professional military schools and 

academic instructor courses include some speech training, 

but the great majority of Air Force personnel do not have 

an opportunity to receive this training. Minor attempts 

to correct this deficiency are seen in the encouragement 

of Toastmasters International organizations on many bases. 

There is also the opportunity for home study by cor

respondence and off-duty classes at local schools on the 

individual's own initiative. But the fact remains that 

being able to speak effectively does not receive adequate 

emphasis at Reese Air Force Base. 



64 

The Air Training Command, in an attempt to provide 

some help with this problem, has published a "Speaker's 
4 

Guide." This guide was designed primarily as an aid to 

participants in the Speakers' Bureau programs and its 

distribution does not include all personnel. At Reese only 

a few of the Speakers' Bureau members had been given a copy 

of this manual. This manual provides a "do it yourself" 

guide to more effective speech prepsiration and delivery. 

Use of the manual by all military public speakers would 

improve the character of public speaking engagements. 

The fact remains, however, that a need exists to 

establish a speech training opportunity for all personnel 

at Reese Air Force Base. Certainly all members of the 

Speakers' Bureau should have some specific speech training. 

In ancient times, leadership came to the most able orators. 

The author sees much evidence that the same principle is 

true in the modern world. A speech training program at 

Reese can increase the overall effectiveness of all 

military personnel. 

Recommendations 

Perhaps a future study will provide the guidelines 

which can be used to establish speech training at every 

Air Force Base for the improvement of general military 

leadership qualities and capabilities. Until that time 

4 Air Training Command Manual 190-2 (1 September 1968) 
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the author recommends the following for consideration by 

the Reese Air Force Base Office of Information: 

1. Establish a vigorous program of leadership-

oriented speech training for key personnel at Reese Air 

Force Base. 

2. Co-ordinate with unit commanders to encourage key 

personnel to participate in this speech training. 

5. Insure that all Speakers' Bureau members receive 

speech training. 

4. Take advantage of the fine Speech Department 

personnel and facilities at Texas Tech University to aid 

in the establishment of beginning and advanced speech 

training courses at Reese. 
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APPENDIX 

SELECTED SPEECHES 

Col. Pierson 

(Delivered to the Kiwanis Club on August 22, 1968 at the 
Pioneer Hotel in Lubbock, Texas. There were sixty-five 
members in attendance.) 

1 Ed Winton (Introduction): There are many in
teresting stories to be heard from our servicemen who 
are returning from Southeast Asia and we're fortunate 
today to have with us Lt. Col. Howard Pierson, who 
will speak to us on Southeast Asia, and I believe he 
desires after his talk to throw it open for questions 
and for discussion. I give you Col. Pierson. 

2 Lt. Col. Pierson: Thank you Ed. Thank you, and 
gentlemen of the Kiwanis club I'm delighted to be 
here. As I looked across your faces, I can see many 
whom I have had the pleasure to speak with at other 
luncheons in other clubs and you can be at ease. I'm 
not going to pull out the same "poop" and the same 
ugly old slides, so perhaps I can think of one of 
those interesting stories you just spoke of. 

5 While I'm beginning here - Major White, you may 
have seen him setting up this technical apparatus. 
When he said, "Can I tape your speech?", I said, 
"Certainly," but then as I was eating lunch I 
realized, "I wonder if he's really from the Air Force, 
the FBI, or OSI, or something." /Taughtei/ I don't 
know where he's from. 

4 Anything I say up here, of course, is presented 
from me, and, or the questions you may have, or 
answers, are my opinion and, of course, don't repre
sent the United States Air Force necessarily. You 
know, we pay taxes as you do. Some people aren't 
aware of that. So I have opinions of administration 
and so forth. 

5 I would first like to dispel the common and very 
unpleasant reputation that the Aggies have. Are there 
any other Aggies in here? Besides Joe? Are there any 
others? There's one, yes sir. /There are several 

68 
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others, but they won't raise their handsS7^ 
/laughter/ Very good. Well truly, and in relation 
with our National Defense Policy, and with the Armed 
Forces, an Aggie has come up with a real fix on one 
of the major issues in today's times. It's the Pueblo 
that's in capture in North Korea, and this Aggie is 
going to solve that. He's going to re-acquire the 
Pueblo by giving them the USS Enterprise. /Taughtei/ 
And all its planes and crews. /Taughtei/ Not really, 
Joe. 

6 I am pleased to be here, and I realize you have 
a short time to hear what humble words I have to say, 
and I also realize that to cover our military opera
tions in Southeast Asia would take longer than the 
time allotted. However, I was there for a year in an 
Air Commando unit. I served as Operations Officer, 
was able to fly several airplanes in several different 
interesting operations. I wouldn't attempt to dazzle 
you mature and professional people, and some I'm sure, 
ex-servicemen from the big war, with any exotic, ro
mantic flying stories. So I'll try to stay with the 
general issues and things that you are probably 
interested in. And again I will open it to questions 
upon completion of my delivery here. 

7 To understand the problem over there, gentlemen, 
you've got to be reminded of your history, the world 
history. MacArthur said when he quoted Plato, as 
MacArthur was receiving the Thayer Award at West 
Point, he said, quote: "Only the dead have seen the 
end of wars." And I guess, up to now, that's true 
isn't it? It's a tragic ugly statement to make, but 
it is so true. But whether you believe it or not, we 
must all strive to end these things. 

8 When we find ourselves involved in a war, I don't 
care what they call it at whatever echelon, but it is 
a war in Southeast Asia. People are getting killed, 
some thirty thousand I believe is the most recent 
casualty list, and over a hundred thousand woimded. 
That may not be a record, but it certainly is a shame
ful situation, since we're involved in this thing and 
yet we aren't given the leash or the free rein, as 
you Texans will understand, to have at the enemy. 

9 Now I don't mean to sound insubordinate to the 

Interjected comments from the audience, laughter, 
and applause will be shown in brackets. 
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administration, because I serve no matter what the 
mission is. However, this particular war is the 
first time, the first time that I can remember, and 
those who remember World War I surely realize that we 
had one common mission and that was to win, that was 
defeat the enemy. "There is no substitute for vic
tory," MacArthur said. Well if we believe this, if 
we believe the cause is right over there, then we 
should certainly be applying the tactics and the 
aggressiveness that we are trained and or have the 
facility to complete. 

10 We find ourselves in a very delicate and touchy 
situation in the southern part of China. We're con
cerned, well if we upset the apple cart, will China 
then invade as they did in North Korea and South 
Korea in 1952? If you recall, geographically we are 
in a very similar situation there, with China above in 
both situations, a peninsula type geography. The 
only difference, of course, is that we have Thailand, 
Cambodia, and Laos and Vietnam involved in this 
peninsula. 

11 But we are involved and I'm sure you are wise 
enough to realize that the coming election vfill 
surely have some major effect on our policy over 
there. However, I can't tell which nominee is going 
to do what, can you? I haven't heard any really 
intelligent platform yet. I don't know what your 
party is, but I'm anxious to hear how they're going 
to solve this war. 

12 The country there is an exciting, rich plentiful 
place that I wish all of you could see. It's beauti
ful in areas. The coastline is like the French 
Riviera. I often thought as I flew over it, I 
couldn't believe there was a war there. If you could 
build a motel and a golf course and get the tourists 
there somehow, you could retire in a few years, I'm 
sure. 

15 It's a lovely place, but the enemy is there, 
gentlemen. The enemy is the Communist. The in
grained, devoted, sincere, dedicated Communist, just 
as you are Americans. These people believe, to the 
man, that they are going to be downtown Muleshoe, 
someday. And if you ever lose sight of that when it 
comes tax paying time, or giving your sons and daugh
ters time, or your own efforts and taxes towards 
preserving this freedom, then I'm afraid we are going 
to be in trouble. 
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14 Now there are those in our society who feel that 
it's an immoral operation, that we have no business 
there. Well if you believe this, then our efforts 
were wasted in World War I, too, the Crusades were of 
no cause. You can go back through history, and the 
good guys in the white hats are always the ones who 
are trying to save the poor guy. We have a moral 
obligation to these people, to the free world. If 
we don't stem this tide there, gentlemen, they will be 
downtown someday. Maybe not your time or mine, but 
some American will have to face the enemy on the front 
that he chooses. It's a very, very ugly situation 
there. 

15 Most recently the invasion of Czechoslovakia by 
Russia, has probably caused you to wonder, and I'm 
wondering as you whether or not this was a planned 
strategy to distract us, to spread us, to cause the 
world more confusion. I don't know. But it cer
tainly is a Communist element; it's a Comm-unist move. 
These are the bad guys. I don't want to sound like a 
war monger. I don't like war any more than you do, 
but these people through their social, political, and 
religious views feel that the world is going to be 
theirs one day, and I don't believe it. Do you? 

16 The political situation in Vietnam is probably 
the sorest thing that we can find ourselves confronted 
with. When I was there, I got there about two years 
ago, and I served a year, it was during the buildup. 
They were also trying to win their hearts and minds 
by educating. There were farmers, school teachers, 
coaches, there was every profession that's represented 
here, trying to win their hearts and minds. 

17 Well the Communists saw that we were making some 
ground and they escalated the shooting war, where it 
is today. I am told by friends who return that down
town Saigon is a shambles. A lovely city, it was a 
lovely city. So they've now launched their plan, 
their move, into the open warfare. They are now 
helmeted, uniformed soldiers, with mechanized equip
ment there. And this is the third and final stage 
that the Communist goes through in this insurgency 
type operation. So we are in fact committed, gen
tlemen. 

18 If you try to anticipate what will our move be, 
should we withdraw? Well, to say nothing of the 
thirty thousand we leave there in the graves, plus the 
four or five hundred American pilots that are up in 
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the Hanoi Hilton, many, many dear friends of mine, 
then that was all in vain if we come home. So I'm 
certain that in our time we are going to see ourselves 
escalate over there and win this thing to save the 
people, to save that country. 

19 Now I hope you aren't misled to think that the 
only interest we have there is to save these millions 
of Orientals. We're benefiting greatly, gentlemen. 
We have a strong, strong military force at all the 
airdromes. We have nuclear bomber capability at all 
of these places. We have a real arrow in the belly of 
China. Strategically it's a very, very important 
spot. So we're strengthening ourselves in that re
gard. Perhaps a side product would be the fact that 
we are going to free the country. 

20 We are involved, we're going to stay involved. 
I'm getting some real blank looks, but that's the 
forecast that I'm afraid we're in for. Unless the 
next president chooses to withdraw, and if he does 
it will please some and sadden some. I wish we could 
stabilize over there with their government, but un
fortunately they aren't of the fibre. They don't 
have the national spirit that you and I have towards 
the awareness of our country. There are many, many 
foreigners, many, many primitive people out in the 
jungles, and they don't have this awareness. It's 
going to be a long, ugly affair. 

21 I see now that we have approximately ten 
minutes, in which time please present your questions. 
If they are classified I'll "weasel word" it, or side 
step it like an Aggie, or do something. /Taughtei/ 

22 Q: Col. why don't we penetrate the north 
section of Vietnam, instead of letting them come down 
and shoot us like sitting ducks? 

A: We're bombing, of course, and cutting them 
off to some degree. North Vietnam is devastated, gen
tlemen. It is unbelievably devastated and yet they 
still come through, mainly because of this determina
tion. We aren't really opening up in the saturation 
bombing that the military did in other wars to where, 
like the mule, you hit him between the eyes with a 
two by four and you get his attention. That's the 
only thing that Ho Chi Minh will understand, or any 
other Oriental for that matter, or any other race. It 
hurts, but that's the secret. Why don't we? We don't 
want to invade North Vietnam. We want to unite them 
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and preclude the Communists from taking over. That's 
the basic answer, sir. 

25 Qi Why are we leaving the missile bases un-
bombed, and the planes on the airfields in North 
Vietnam, and flying our planes over? Are you under 
orders not to destroy them? 

A: Yes, you all heard the questions I'm sure, 
this is the limited tactics of which you read and of 
which I speak. We have engaged the MIGs in the air 
and we have struck some missile sites, but it isn't 
quite like the Generals and military tacticians would 
like to have it, because, yes they are restricted. 
The pilots must fly to the assigned and approved 
targets by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, again because 
of this delicacy in the targeting. We can lose a lot 
of face, we have some left believe it or not. We can 
lose a lot of prestige if we really sock it to them 
at this time apparently. Now men smarter than you 
and I, at the higher echelons I'm sure, make these 
decisions. And all we know in my business is to 
carry out those orders. Question? Yes, sir. 

24 Q: What will be the prime strategy if the 
political situation weren't what it was and it would 
be strictly war? 

A: Open operation of bombing, targeting, and 
tactics. Techniques given to the military, whereby 
they said, "That is the enemy, have at it," and 
probably within a day or two we could saturate the 
crucial areas, bombing the dams, power plants, down
town Hanoi, to the point that Ho Chi would - he just 
wouldn't like that. He would, I am sure call upon 
China to do something, go to the table in Geneva. By 
the way, related to that, these peace talks in Paris 
are just like the peace talks in Korea, if you re
member some sixteen years ago. It took how many 
years, three or four years. I don't think we are 
making much progress there. Yes, but the tactics 
would be to employ the training and experience and 
equipment that we have learned to use, unfortunately 
in the wars; and we have the best units in the world 
over there, by the way, ones in which you have served 
I am sure, the Hundred and First, Eighty Second, all 
the old Army outfits. 

25 Q: Are the Viet Cong primarily Communist or are 
they just North Vietnamese that have been infiltrated 
by Communist people? 
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A: There is a combination of both, sir. The 
youth, the young soldiers who are twelve and thirteen, 
naturally don't really have any intelligent political 
views, so they're just trained and brought up to be
lieve that that's the way it is. The hard core older 
people, of course, come from the schooling and the 
backgrounds that put them in the leadership positions, 
and they in fact are Communists. 

26 Q: Do you think if we followed Harry Truman's 
example and dropped a nice fat nuclear bomb on Hanoi, 
what in your opinion would be the result? 

A: Well we'd really disturb Ho Chi Minh. 
/Taughtei/ The implementation of nuclear weapons on 
a city like that would surely, would probably end the 
war, say several bombs on their major cities. Yes, 
and this is what we want to avoid. We've dropped, I 
hope, our last nuclear bomb. It was just, just 
catastrophic in Japan, you surely know this. The 
world might look upon it badly if we wanted to end it 
that way, but we don't. Related to this other ques
tion, we'd like them to unite. We'd like them to keep 
their countries intact, but get along and have the 
Communists stop and let them run their own country. 
That's the problem. Tactically the nuclear weapon is 
not appropriate over there, gentlemen. Especially in 
Thailand and the Ho Chi Minh Trail, the tactics are 
acceptable for conventional weapons, the seven-fifty 
bomb, five hundred, strafing and what have you is 
sufficient. 

27 Q: How do you evaluate Senator Fulbright's 
position /Taughte£7 his view and that of Ted Kennedy, 
McGovern, McCarthy, these fellows opposed to your 
plan, and that of most of us. They have access to a 
lot more information than we do. 

A: Very probably, I'm sure "chey do, and they 
believe in that as you say my belief. I want to end 
the war. That's what everyone wants. Now the 
method that we're talking about is where we seem to 
differ. Not we, meaning I against those particular 
distinguished people. But I don't know. I don't kaow 
where they got their ideas from, sir, I really don't. 
The dove, the person who wants to withdraw, is to me 
the person who doesn't want to face reality. Your 
children, our children are like this aren't they? 
They don't want to face the unpleasantness, they want 
to do the things that are nice. If you feel that you 
don't want to carry the banner for the free world, if 
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you're not going to be the free world champion, then 
we should withdraw if that is your view on this mat
ter and if you want to follow these people. I really 
don't know, apparently they have a plan that they 
would enjoin in after they recall our people. I do 
not know, sir. 

28 Q: Would you relate our action in Vietnam to 
that of the Russians going into Czechoslovakia? 

A: Yes, they used rather different tactics, 
didn't they? Just swept them away and there they 
are. I don't know, the President and our leaders make 
these decisions. It would be over in a few days as I 
have said, if they wanted to go at it, if they wanted 
to risk it. There's one other point I didn't mention 
before. If we take over North Vietnam there seems to 
be a concern that it will bring China and Russia 
closer once again. It's now been several years since 
they were even friendly. So this is a thought, and I 
suppose multitudes of complications that I would 
never know of. 

29 Q: You're probably familiar with Paul Harvey's 
arguments in this area. Would you comment on this? 
He said even if we had military victory we would have 
to have military occupation and the people are not 
ready for a republic or a democracy. 

A: Yes, related to what I said about their 
people, they probably are not. Therefore the occupa
tion, as it was in Korea, would be necessary, of 
course, and then we're talking about five, ten, 
twenty years. How long I do not know. We're enjoying 
a good relationship with Thailand, and I suppose that 
if we're stable there that we could eventually spread 
southward. But the Communists are very, very thick in 
Cambodia, of course, and in Laos, and with the de
termination they have I think we're going to really be 
hung up there. If we withdraw, of course, then the 
Communists will sweep that entire peninsula and Burma 
eventually, and of course the project:ion is Australia 
and everything else, where we just keep going back 
and forth rather than holding at the moment. Yes sir? 

50 Q: If China does come across that border, can 
we handle China? Can we handle them quick? 

A: Naturally we're operating at a disadvantage 
tactically with China. If you don't know this the 
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majority of China's industry, including their nuclear 
capability, is in the belly of China just north of 
North Vietnam. And I'm sure, gentlemen, that if we 
took North Vietnam and really won the war, they 
wouldn't lift a finger. They couldn't risk a war 
cause they know if they'd lose if they engaged us at 
that point. Could we take them? We'd have a disad
vantage. I don't know. We have thousands of machines 
over there, and half a million men. You're talking 
about the air war I presume. It would be touch and 
go, they have everything going for them there. Their 
airfields, and all their .. they don't have to go far, 
that's the problem. It would be very difficult, but 
of course we have our bombers and things that we 
could put in place. We also have a great deal of 
equipment in Korea at this time that could be used 
there. Yes, sir? 

51 Q: Do you think that we've got the men and 
materials over there to where we could actually clamp 
and shut off those people coming down from North 
Vietnam if we were to turn them loose? 

A: We're trying to, we've been trying, haven't 
we? Mr. McNamara, Crazy Bob, as we lovingly called 
him. /Taughtei/ He was going to build this great 
wall across there, you know, remember that bit? And 
he was going to stop them that way. Looking back on 
it, if we could have secured such a no-man's land it 
probably wouldn't have been a bad idea. Of course, 
it only would have extended across Vietnam, gentlemen. 
West of Vietnam is Laos and Cambodia, that's where the 
majority are coming from. They're coming down through 
Laos, the trail goes all the way southward where it 
bellies into the delta at Saigon, down in that area. 
Could we cut them off? Well, we sure dropped a lot 
of bombs and killed a lot of them, and they're still 
down there, and who knows, I think Westmoreland before 
he left said there must be ninety thousand Communists 
in the southern area. They have a tremendous advan
tage, sir. You know that they look like everybody 
else. They don't have bald heads and mustaches, 
they're little short, black-haired guys and they all 
look the same. And the bad guys look just like the 
good guys. They really have an advantage in the 
guerrilla tactics, once they get downtown. One or two 
more questions. I realize we are going past your 
lunch hour. 

52 Q: How are they equipped in regard to, are they 
modernly equipped? 
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A: It ranges frora the primitive child's zip gun 

to modern Russia and Chinese automatic weapons. V/hen 
I left there I recall seeing the farmer with an old 
shot gun, shooting, to when I left, helmeted, regi
mented, disciplined soldiers. So it ranges in all 
that parameter. When they're good, they're good. But 
they have this one thing I keep coming back to, this 
determination. They're gentlemen, they're accepting 
a loss rate, a kill ratio, that is unheard of. Our 
military people say you can't operate a military out
fit that way. Ten to one, twenty to one. But the 
mothers of China don't believe that, do they? They 
keep having a baby about every ten seconds. We better 
stop that woman. /Taughtei/ 

55 Q* What do you consider the most effective, the 
fighter or bomber? 

A: For the North missions the 105 is the plane 
that's getting the best effectiveness. It's the 
fastest plane on the deck in the world, right on the 
Mach. Here again, in the South the AlE, the Sky-
raider, I flew that some. The F-lOO is a good close 
support airplane. We're building the A-7. The F-111 
you've heard so much controversy on is not going -co 
go well in a close support mission. It can dash North 
fast and drop its bombs, and though we did have some 
unfortunate initial operation losses with it, I'm sure 
we're going to go with it. The Dynamic people are 
putting them out there at Ft. Worth, how many a day I 
don't know. 

54 Q: If you would comment your opinion on, are the 
American people getting the whole story on Vietnam? 
The credibility gap ... 

A: That's a good question. Now I relate this as 
an example. When I was over there I'd be in some 
engagement or whatever it was and I'd write my wife 
right away. She was in El Paso at the time. In maybe 
two days she'd get the letter and I'd say I was in a 
place so and so and so. So a few days later she 
would send me back, I can thinlc of Plei My and other 
engagements. I won't say that those who are newspaper 
people, I won't say that you distort the facts over 
there, but let's say that they are incomplete. This 
is understandable, because there is some intelligence 
benefit to the enemy. We don't want to say he shot 
down twenty planes or vice versa. So I wouldn't 
recognize the particular operation. It was very 
strange. The names were spelled the same. I would 
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say that the newspapers were clamped down upon, once 
It looked like we were getting hurt over there, and 
now it's released as they choose again. The adminis
tration controls it, does it not? Gentlemen, your 
questions are very stimulating. I wish I could be 
here all evening, I hope we can meet again. I want to 
compliment you, I think this is the most aggressive 
group, the most searching questions that I*ve had 
occasion to field. And I'm delighted to be here. I 
hope you can come to Reese frequently. As you know, 
Lubbock and Reese have had, and always will have, a 
very fine relationship. Col. Morganti, the Wing 
Commander, and all of us invite you out there. Yes, 
sir? 

55 Q: One other question. In my opinion we 
couldn't withdraw without just surrendering. Is that 
right? 

A: It would be an admission of defeat, indeed. 
Once they saw us start to withdraw it would be just 
like chasing the bad guys. "You don't win wars by 
evacuations," Churchill. /Taughtei/ One more 
question. 

56 Q: What about the Khe Sanh thing? 

A: Khe Sanh. All right, tactically it looked 
like the right thing to do, gentlemen. It did stand 
for and we did maintain our strength as far as reputa
tion. It didn't cost us a great deal militarily, and 
we bombed the enemy and h-urt him badly around it for 
these six, eight, how many weeks it was. But in that 
country the security, the stability of security is an 
impossible thing it seems. We don't have enough 
soldiers to occupy every village over there, and until 
we can get their own people and soldiers and mayors 
and citizens behind it the occupation is going to be 
a very difficult thing. The names and places that I 
read in the paper today are names and places that I 
fought in two years ago. Interesting, because again 
the enemy moves so freely, and he calls the shots. 
It's just like the offense in football, they know when 
the snap is, they know the play. Defense, all they 
can do is hope to stop it. Very, very awkward. 

57 Q- 1 think everybody would like one more com
ment. What is your personal taxpayer's view of the 
Pueblo situation? 

A: Here's an example of the many, many 



79 

reconnaissance operations we have, gentlemen. We fly 
the U-2s over Russia like Powers did. We go under 
water. We have recon ships off all the coasts. It's 
no secret, it's happening right now. The North 
Koreans and, or Chinese chose to make a move here and 
take advantage of it when they figure they had it just 
about right and where we wouldn't attack. It's dis
graceful. Personally, I don't know why we either 
haven't s-unk the ship immediately, or some commander 
over there should have said, "Let's save it right now 
and maybe risk an engagement with the enemy." Big 
deal, but they would have stopped it at the highest 
level. Not because we lost that valuable equipment, 
but because of the present embarrassment and disgrace, 
to say nothing of the terrible anxiety of those 
parents and families of eighty young Americans, or old 
Americans. So that's my opinion on it. What can 
happen? I'm sure it's a point when they negotiate. 
They say, "OK, we got your Pueblo, and we got some 
other things including five hundred pilots in North 
Vietnam. What are you going to do about that?" We 
don't read this in the paper, but if you were a 
business man or a tactician, wouldn't you talk that 
way? /I'd tell them I was going to come and get 'em7 
Me too, but they didn't ask us though. /Taughter and 
applaus^ 

58 Just a word, just one more moment of conclusion. 
Please come see us at Reese. We're out there 
training your sons and grandsons, perhaps in pilot 
training. These are the young Americans who are going 
to represent the military, at least for their short 
stay, and maybe later on as Americans in their 
community. We're producing a fine product. I wish 
you could see it. I'm proud to be their Commander, 
and if you ever need a group visit come see us. Those 
who are from out of town, don't feel bashful at all, 
we have an open house out there all the time. Thank 
you for your attention. Good day. /applause/ 

59 Alex Miller, club President: Thank you Col. 
It's been a real pleasure to have you with us and 
this has been most interesting and informative. We 
all have mixed emotions concerning this problem and 
we just appreciate the fellows that are in your 
position, that are representing us in Vietnam. Glad 
to have you with us today. 



80 

Col. Pierson 

(Delivered to the Lubbock Lions Club on September 24, 1968, 
at the Koko Palace in Lubbock, Texas. There were 201 mem
bers in attendance.) 

1 Doug Sewell (Introduction): I don't think we 
have any hippie or yippies in this club, aside from 
Phil Rosen and my friend Ralph Krebbs down here. 
/T ain't no friend of yours^j/ /Taughter/ Former 
friend. So I think I can easily say that every Lion 
in this club joins me in the sense of pride we feel 
for the calibre of men who are temporary members, at 
least, of our community, metropolitan Lubbock, sta
tioned here at Reese Air Force Base. The final guest 
for the series of programs for which I've been re
sponsible comes to us a native of Bloomfield, New 
Jersey. I'll never know how he made it to the 
University of Alabama from up there, but he said 
that's where he went to school anyway. Was among 
those who received their wings right out here at Reese 
Air Force Base back during the Korean conflict in 
1952. /Jlso goes to my barberj/ Served in Korea, 
/Taughter/ goes to Ralph Krebbs' barber, yes. 
25^0101^®^ laughtei/ He's got a growth there to make 
up for it, that I'm sure even Col. Olds would have 
envied. To continue, he tells me he served with 
Tactical Air Command, Strategic Air Command, and Air 
Training Command; and just about fifty minutes or so 
ago, I imagine, was in the landing pattern out here 
at Reese coming back from Randolph Field. He's going 
to speak to us about the general situation in South
east Asia, a matter of more than academic interest to 
him, I am sure, because he has applied for a second 
tour of duty over there and expects to go back at any 
time. So let me introduce you to Lt. Col. Howard 
Pierson. 

2 Col. Pierson: These are tough acts to follow 
/Taughter/ I didn't realize what was going to happen 
here and I realize now that the Lions indeed one of 
the most enthusiastic groups in the community, maybe 
in the entire world. We have a sign outside of our 
stag bar which says: "Every man a tiger." It should 
probably say, "Every man a Lion," right? /Taughter, 
cheers, and applaus£7 

^Col. Pierson and Ralph Krebbs are very bald. Col. 
Pierson also has a large black mustache. 
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Indeed the subject of Southeast Asia would take 
more time than we have today. But I would like to 
cover a few features of what I have observed and 
served there for one year in the Air Commando unit. I 
was close to the people, I was close to the enemy, and 
I think that after a general overhead briefing I can 
field any questions that you may have regarding South
east Asia in general. That time probably will be the 
most stimulating phase of my lecture, comments. 

You're probably thinking, well, one of the many 
thorns in our side is the Pueblo; but a Texas Aggie 
has solved that. We're going to get the Pueblo back 
in our waters. We're going to trade the USS Enter
prise for it. /Taughtei/ Being from Alabama it's 
easy for me to dig the Ifegies. We had a black day 
down in Dallas, would you believe last New Years? 
Things are getting better. The Bear says he has some 
little old country boys that might shape up pretty 
good. /From PennsylvaniaJ/ From Pennsylvania, yes. 
/Taughtei/ 

Gentlemen, the situation in Southeast Asia is, 
to be trite, indeed difficult. We find ourselves 
involved there in a situation that unless the new 
administration or the same one, however we all vote, 
does something drastic we're going to be hung up 
there for many, many years to come. We've invested 
our tax dollars, our millions, billions, our people, 
our sons, and I don't know what the answer is. No one 
sitting in here surely knows all the ramifications of 
what can happen over there in the next few months or 
years. But I can tell you this, that the cause there 
is worthwhile. You can say, "Well, the good guys 
wear the white hats," and that we'11 be the champions 
of the free world. Are we trying to save the entire 
earth? At times it appears like it. 

We are fortunate that we have the time and money 
and people with a heart to support such an operation. 
Now I'm not a war monger, war is no fun. Many of you 
have served in the big war and other wars and indeed 
it is not. But I would give you this, that the 
Communists believe that they're going to take over 
this world. They believe that they'll be downtown 
Muleshoe someday. You and I know that that cannot 
happen. If we sti;3k our heads in the sand, if we turn 
away from our resjionsibilities as a free nation to 
help the poor guy, then your sons and their sons are 
going to face the enemy right here in Abernathy, 
Muleshoe and' the good old USA. What does that mean? 
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It means that somebody has to sacrifice. There are 
those among you, I am sure, who would like to have us 
all come home, to withdraw, to spend these billions 
on roads, city development, all of the many, many 
programs that we're wasting away some other efforts 
into we could benefit right here at home. 

7 But we're going to be involved there and the war 
is in two phases, gentlemen. One is the shooting war, 
where the enemy engages our forces, and the other is 
winning their hearts and minds. While I was there we 
had many social workers, farmers, lawyers, bankers, 
every conceivable professional type person trained to 
try to win their hearts and minds. I'm sorry to say 
that though there are still some there now, this 
battle is just about lost, due to the fact that the 
enemy is moving so freely. He has assassinated hun
dreds and hiindreds of these people. The people are 
terrorized, they have no civic and or national aware
ness, and no care and we find ourselves in a very, 
very awkward situation. 

8 Now I'm not a grim story teller, but if you can 
imagine the difficulty our soldiers and armed forces 
have is the fact that the enemy looks like everyone 
else. That's why you read about them blowing up the 
quarters, the restaurants and so forth. The enemy 
walks in and out in his waiter clothes. He's probably 
in their armed forces, we know he is. And these 
people are determined, gentlemen. They believe that 
they're going to take over this world. You can say, 
**Well, how could some of the thirteen and fourteen-
year olds be so dedicated?" They're just like 
animals, that's all they know. They're determined to 
take over, both Southeast Asia and the entire world. 

9 Another aspect of the problem there, of course, 
is the political instability. You heard of the 
different coups that they had. You couldn't tell who 
was shooting who, they were all unhappy. The elec
tions were another farce indeed. The Buddhists, the 
Catholic element, these are factions that are involved 
in their coxintry, of course, but they don't make up 
the majority of the people there. If your geography 
is before you, you can realize that thousands, hun
dreds of thousands of people of Vietnam are the 
native, the country man, the farmer. And these people 
are the ones who are imder suppression, who are being 
assassinated and are being terrorized by the Com
munists. 
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10 The war downtown Saigon is fairly large, but that 
isn't where the enemy is hurting our people. It's 
out in these hamlets, out in these places where they 
are moving freely, hidirig by night, and it's abso
lutely impossible at this time. Now I'm not trying 
to say our forces aren't doing a tremendous job. 
Many of you have sons there, I'm certain, who say 
that they're really socking it to them. And that's 
fine, and I'm sure they are. But they have everything 
going against them. It's just like in football, the 
offense has the advantage. They know when they're 
going to strike and what play to call. That's the 
way the enemy moves in Southeast Asia. 

11 One other aspect of it now is people say, "Well, 
why don't we go up and really get Ho Chi Minh's 
attention?", like the mule you know, with the two by 
four between the eyes. /Taughter/ Well if you think 
about this for a moment you realize that now for ten 
years we've been spreading Russia and China further 
apart. Maybe it was partly on their own interest too. 
If we would win in Hanoi, right now, would you be
lieve the next hour it could be done? One of the con
cerns, of course, is that it would draw China and 
Russia closer and therefore we'd be losing a lot of 
ground. Secondly, we don't want to destroy the 
country. I'm not suggesting nuclear weapons. I'm 
talking about we could win it in a few hours with 
conventional bombs, if we struck the targets which 
would really get their attention. Now if China would 
intervene up there is another delicate consideration 
that members of our administration, people in the 
higher echelons, certainly are aware of, and that you 
and I have no possible awareness of how these de
cisions are made. 

12 There is another feature that is near and dear to 
me. I have some two or three dozen friends who are 
prisoners in the Hanoi Hilton, and it doesn't do them 
any good, of course, to know they're one of the 
negotiable items. I'm sure that people talk about 
when they talk about, "Well, you give us this, you 
give us that." At last count, plus or minus, there's 
some 400 of our first line aviators up there. Now I 
don't mean to sound insubordinate, but part of the 
reason that we have so many prisoners is the fact that 
our tactics have been controlled, for the reasons I 
gave you, by the administration. It's not an open 
war, we haven't fought other wars like this, but again 
I remind you of the way that it's set up due to the 
political instability and the concerns for China 
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just north of North Vietnam. 
I 

15 As you may not know, the military pays taxes and 
therefore I can have an opinion. This is not Air 
Force policy, but I don't think that China would lift 
a finger if we took North Vietnam. And they don't 
want to risk an all out war there, even though many 
of their MIGs are flying from China, intercepting our 
planes up North. This is a known factor. So it is 
indeed delicate , traumatic, and I hope some future or 
some end is in sight. Can you tell which nominee 
has established the platform that's going to do any
thing? I can't. If you know, let me know and I'll 
vote for him, but if they would come out with some 
program that we could decide upon, either withdrawal 
or escalation, I think it would be more clear, 
wouldn't it? 

14 I'm reminded that you need some time to conclude 
the program, and this gentleman sitting down here said 
that we have the same barber. You're ready to go 
again, aren't you? /Taughter and applause/ One of 
the students out here, for a lark, did get his head 
shaved like this, and I said, "Well, what a student 
won't do to get through this program, emulate his 
Commander." /Taughtei/ He really wants the program 
badly. At this time let me open the floor here to 
any questions that may come up. I know you probably 
have a lot of ideas and thoughts on it, perhaps some 
rumors that you've heard. Again, the year I spent 
there was throughout the South primarily. I flew 
rescap missions over Thailand, Cambodia, Laos and 
some North. I was involved with the operation, if you 
like, and I have many, many friends in every operation 
over there with whom I have spoken since they've re
turned. And I'd like to invite any questions at this 
time. 

15 Q: Everybody's worthwhile . . . that we are con
vinced that we're fighting a losing battle, that 
we're wasting our people and our resources trying to 
get to the point where we've either got to escalate 
or withdraw. What are the consequences in terms of 
world political atmosphere of withdrawal? 

A: As you know we talk a lot about face saving, 
prestige, American reputation, and what have you, 
democratic reputation. If we would withdraw at this 
time, all the thirty plus thousand who were killed, 
over a hundred and forty thousand wounded, the people 
who are prisoners, the very cause of this crusade, if 
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you'd like to think of it as that, would be wasted. 
I think we'd lose an immeas-urable amount of prestige 
in the world, and naturally the Communists would jump 
at this and say, "Look it, we drove the Americans out 
to sea," just like they tried to in Korea. It would 
have a terrible impact on the countries of India, 
Europe, the entire world would reflect in our de
cision to withdraw. And if we did, of course, the 
billions of dollars that were put into their air
fields , their armies, and then if we stopped that, 
they couldn't sustain, it would just be a matter of 
time until the enemy would overrun them. So it's 
like Eisenhower said it, I think quite well, he said, 
"It doesn't matter why we're there. We're there, 
let's get it over with." And of course in his 
opinion, to escalate and win. It's sort of like a 
quagmire isn't it? We got deeper and deeper and now 
we are really hooked. But I think we'd really be 
shamed throughout the world. 

16 Q: What would happen if we go ahead and 
escalate? 

A: Well, if you recall how the British fight 
their wars, they're quick. Or the Jews, the Israels, 
the Israelites over there, they go quick and dirty, 
zap, it's over, and then it comes out in Life maga
zine and then it's almost forgotten, isn't it? 
/Taughtei/ That's the way it would probably be sir, 
but who's to say? Oh, they'd call us war mongers, 
yes, but how long will the American people put up 
with this? How long are you going to keep supporting 
such a pork barrel operation? I don't know. 
Question, sir? 

17 Q: How much is this war spilling over into 
Thailand and India? 

A: A great, great deal. As you know Thailand 
is our friendliest neighbor there, other than South 
Vietnam, and we have bases there, and they have a 
fairly good size army, but there is a big, big, war 
along the Thailand and North Vietnamese border. Yes 
sir, a big war. You don't read much about it. It's 
a delicate area. We're trying to get some more 
stability up in that part of the country and of 
course, as you go southward into Laos and south into 
Cambodia, it's a very similar geographical arrange
ment as Korea was. A peninsula, but here we have four 
countries involved, not just North and South Korea. 
But it is a big war. Yes, sir? 
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18 Q: Is it possible to carry some guerrilla 
activity to the other side of the line up there? 

A: Yes. Did you hear the question? He said, 
"Can we sock it back to them in guerrilla activities 
to the North?" Yes we can, and I suspect that other 
than the American Special Forces that we do have 
similar efforts. But you don't read much about 
them. Remember that we can hurt them from the air 
far more than putting our people on the ground there 
as guerrillas. They're a determined lot, they really 
are. Fascinating to see them scurry like ants, re
building bridges, roads overnight. That's a long 
walk from Hanoi to Saigon, it really is. Question? 
Yes sir. 

19 Q: Do you think that the South Vietnamese can 
assume more responsibility for the groimd war at 
least? 

A: Yes, this is what we have been pushing and 
hopefully, you may not know this, sir, but every imit 
in South Vietnam has some American advisor of some 
sort, Green Berets, or whoever they will be, and they 
have come a long ways. But just as I said, remember 
the soldiers are made up of people who don't have this ; 
awareness, this national spirit. They don't care, all 
they've known as children were where am I going to ^̂  
get my food next, is life going to be good to me. And ; 
you can't even convince them of, they don't even know "j 
about downtown Saigon, some of them, as far as their 
unity of national awareness. Certainly they are 
getting better and they will assume more and more as 
time goes on. But here again, they don't have the il 
manufacturing to re-supply their troops. We must, 
even if we gave them the ball, we'd have to keep sup
plying them with ammunition, food, endlessly. So I 
think the only solutions going to be to secure the 
entire country, get them set up on their feet, which 
will take who knows how long, and then, then and only 
then, can we be sure that Comm-unism will not take over 
that country. Yes, sir? 

20 Q: You may secure the coimtry, do you think 
there is any way to secure it without, invading North 
Vietnam? 

A: What you probably, putting it this way, if 
you stem the tide how long will it be before it washes 
back again? I don't know, sir. We're not trying to 
ram democracy down their throat. We just want them 
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to be strengthened and to have their own country. But 
I would say that they could live separately like Korea 
does now. Although it's very, very touchy there, 
isn't it? And if they do, and South Korea is 
strengthened, yes, they could live that way. Yes, 
sir? 

21 Q: What are some of the prime targets that would 
need to be hit if we are going to secure? 

A: Oh, dams, powerplants, downtown, the harbor 
one of the biggest things as you surely know. Ships 
from all nations of the world are in the harbor sup
plying the enemy. It's interesting, isn't it? Yes, 
sir? 

22 Q: Are the allied nations that are pursuing this 
conflict with the United States in that area, are they 
as interested in pursuing this thing to a finale, as 
the US is? 

A: Well, if their contribution in men and equip
ment is an indication, I guess not. But the Koreans 
who we've trained, we have a couple of divisions of 
South Koreans there you know, outstanding soldiers. 
Our training and food for fifteen years coupled with 
the Oriental personality and character, they're pretty 
tough. Now the other country involved is Australia 
and New Zealand, a very, very small faction, and a 
few Philippinos. And yet we sit in the NATO and other 
conferences and wonder, "Are you all really serious 
about freedom?" I don't know. Their efforts don't 
indicate it, do they? But we are the only and the 
biggest strong power there, sir. Question? Yes, sir. 

25 Q: North Korea is presumably a poor country. 
Where do they get the money to pay for all of the 
supplies that all of the nations seem to give them in 
the harbor? 

A: You said North Korea, sir. Do you mean North 
Vietnam? /That's what I meant_J7 Nortii Vietnam. Well 
from China, from the Gommunist bank, where ever it ie, 
that's supporting their war. Yes, sir? 

24 Q: Col. it was recently brought to our attention 
that a great number of South Vietnamese soldiers are 
defecting to the Cong. Would you elaborate on this? 

A: There will be defections as there have been 
in any operation. But it has probably been exploited-
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o a overdone if you like, but I don't think it's ^ 
problem as much as it was awhile back. Of course, the 
army s larger. If you are impressed with percentages, 
perhaps it does sound like more. But it isn't as 
big a problem. We're putting a lot of effort into 
their training and their development. Once they're 
hooked I don't believe they would convert over the 
other way. Some do certainly. Yes, sir? 

25 Q: Col. I'd like to ask you, how is the morale 
of the American boys over there? 

A: It is excellent. Those of you who served in 
such units as the lOlst, the 82nd. Big Red One, 25tb 
Division, 12tb Tactical Fighter Wing, the Triple 
Nickle. These are all outfits that have been in our 
military history for years and years, and the kind of 
people that are in them are the best in the world. 
They believe in the cause and they do the job, and 
the morale is fine. I know you probably hear isolated 
cases of other, the dope, narcotic problem, a lot of 
fellows deserting, but the American soldier is 
99/100% pure to the mission, whatever it is. 

26 Q: I was interested to know that, on account 
of being so few American boys over there. And in 
World War II, I fought a real hard war, three years 
out here at Reese Air Force Base, and I fit all those 
officers out there in their clothing. I didn't mind 
being in so much, cause there was about 14 million, 
weren't we, in there when we was there? But with so 
few over there I just wonder how those boys keep their 
chins up. 

A: Morale is good. Yes, sir? 

27 Q: Col. you said that all the ships were in 
the, from all nations, were in the harbor there. That 
means English, Canadian, and many of our people that 
we consider our allies? 

A: Well pardon the world all. I haven't seen 
any British flags on any. Perhaps not. But let's 
face it, that international commerce, whether it's 
guns or wheat or rice or dolls, whatever they're 
selling. It's no secret that the majority of the 
nations in the world are trading with North Vietnam. 
It's a frustrating thing. We had one, well one Col. 
was almost court martialed because he strafed one of 
the ships in the harbor which was shooting at hi::. 
That seems reasonable though, doesn't it? /Taughter/ 
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A fev; more questions and then 
to go back to your fair here. 

28 •Q: How do you feel about the press over there? 
Do you think they are giving a fair coverage of the 
war? 

A: You must be a newspaper man to ask that ques
tion. There are many intelligence benefits that 
honest press could give the enemy. And while I wan 
there my wife would send me articles about a place, 
about Plei My comes to mind. A little place down 
below, you know, what's playing at the drive-in movie, 
you had to dig to find it. But it was a big, big 
engagement, many, many were killed, hundreds, Ameri
cans. Well to put that right out openly the way it 
might seem it should be honestly, the enemy would 
benefit from this. Now they can't kid Mrs. Jones from 
downtown Iowa, her son was killed, no, they announce 
this. But they did string out the casualties from 
time to time to where it didn't look like we were hurt 
so badly. And if kill ratio impresses you, it 
shouldn't. These people, v/e can fight and fight that 
kind of war from now on. We don't have enough bullets 
to kill them at ten to one or whatever ratio that 
we're killing them. And there is some woman up in 
China, North Vietnam that having one every ten 
seconds. We'd better stop her, right? Yes, sir? 

29 Q: What is the military view oi the Paris Peace 
Talks? 

A: I know that every war has ended, except the 
two bombs in Japan, with negotiations just prior. The 
negotiations in Paris are just about as helpful or 
beneficial as they were in Korea, and they went on 
for about a year. And I don't think we're making any 
progress there. I think the news this morning, I 
listened to the news down in San Antonio this morning, 
and the news said that the Security Council was 
meeting but they're going to cover everything except 
the Vietnam war and Czechosolvakia. That's inter
esting. That's too far down the line 1 guess. 
/Taughter/ But I don't think the peace talks will 
have much benefit at this point? Yes, sir? 

50 Q: Are we still negotiating in Korea? We have 
troops there, right? 

A: Oh yes. You mention Korea. I wonder if we 
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won there. At least we stopped them at the 58«» 
parallel. Yes, sir? 

51 Q: What percentage of the Viet Cong are still 
active, still contributing to the war? 

A: I don't know those statistics sir, in 
numbers. I do not know. Yes sir, one more question. 

52 Q: Don't you think there is a real danger of 
so many more Americans getting discouraged and taking 
the doves side of this situation? 

A: It's easy to become discouraged, isn't it? 
The names you read about today are places I fought in 
a year ago. So you say, "What's happening?" We 
can't stabilize it seems. We take a place, the vil
lagers stay or the enemy moves more freely and we're 
back in the battle again next week. And it's easy to 
be discouraged, but you must not. You must believe 
that the cause is worth while and believe me it 
certainly is. 

55 Q: The point I want to bring up is that we need 
to get it over with because if we don't we can't do 
anything but lose. 

A: That's right. If we string it out in their 
rules of the game it will be an endless thing. I 
agree. Yes sir, one more question. 

5^ Q: You spoke of the morale of the boys over 
there. How do they feel? How does it affect them 
over there about the dissatisfaction of the doves and 
hawks over here and the big dissatisfaction of our 
being in the war? Does this phase them very much? 

A: They think about it, certainly, but they're 
confident that the American people, the vote, and the 
administration will get in, that will make it a sound 
and continued strong nation. So the GI you know, for 
centuries, he can have an opinion but what can he do 
about it? The hippie is no problem, these are 
minority groups. It isn't a thing at all. 

55 Gentlemen, I've spoken to several groups here in 
your city. I like Lubbock. I asked to come back to 
the Training Command and "Lucky me, I live in Lubbock" 
and I'm truly, truly excited about the attitude that 
everyone seems to have regarding both the community, 
their interest in the war, their relationship with 
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Reese Air Force Base, and it's this sort of thing that 
has made America stroiig. This is the sort of a thing 
that's going to keep it strong and your sons and our 
sons are going to have to carry the banner onward. At 
Reese every day, the some 500 Second Lieutenants who 
are in my squadron sometimes become discouraged, some
times lose sight of what they're really trying to do, 
why they are there. But all you have to do is show 
them the tragedies, the misfortunes of people thro-ugh-
out the world who are under Communist suppression, and 
any one in here would do the same thing that we're 
doing over there, I am sure. Let's hope it ends soon. 
I'm very delighted to have been with you. You are an 
interesting group. Every man a Lion! /applaus^ 

Doug Sewell: Col. Pierson, thanks again for 
being with us. 

Major Hennigar 

(Delivered to the Lubbock Jr. Chamber of Commerce on 
September 50, 1968, at the Pioneer Hotel, in Lubbock, 
Texas. There were thirty-three members in attendance.) 

1 Russ Wilkerson (Introduction): Being an election 
year, this is a time of great debate in our coimtry. 
One of the issues most hotly debated is, of course, 
the war in Vietnam. Now this afternoon I've asked 
Major Jim Hennigar, Reese Air Force Base, to come and 
talk to us about his time spent in Vietnam as a 
fighter pilot. I think it's important that we get 
this side of the story from the military, while it 
seems we are hearing what I feel is a rather lopsided 
version of exactly what is going on in Vietnam. In 
order to be good voters in November, I think we need 
to know a little bit of every side, every facet of the 
war in Vietnam. For that reason I've asked the man 
who has proved to be one of the most popular speakers 
on the civic club circuit, and he's spoken to several 
Junior Highs and High Schools in this city, a man 
eminently qualified to discuss the war in Vietnam, as 
he has been there and taken part in it. Major 
Hennigar. /applaus e/ 

2 Major Hennigar: With an introduction like that 
I shouldn't even get up and stand up. My goodness! 
I'm going to approach it from just a little bit dif
ferent viewpoint than that. If we have some time at 
the end I'll let you ask some questions if you'd like. 
What I wanted to do though, was to give you my back
ground a little bit and show you what I did while I 
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was over there. The background actually begins right 
back here at Reese. I was here in 1961 to '65, so 
this is our second time here. We like it real well 
here. We like it well enough we think probably we'll 
make it our home here someday. We're buying our home 
out on 70tt Street now, so a little bit of background 
for good old Lubbock, Texas. We went from here, I 
went from here out to Luke Air Force Base where I 
learned to fly the F-lOO, and then from there to 
Bittburg, Germany, where I flew the F-105. Now the 
F-105 is a great, great big, huge twenty-five ton 
supersonic jet fighter bomber. I flew it for three 
years over there before I went to Thailand where I 
fought my part in the war. My assignment over there 
was to fly one year or until I completed 100 missions 
bombing over North Vietnam. I finished up in seven 
months. I was there from February until August last 
year. 

Our mission over there was a little bit dif
ferent from what you usually hear. You hear a lot 
about bombing, but it's not much so much about the 
war itself. The real war over there is in South 
Vie-tnam. The war is our soldiers, and sailors, and 
marines, face to face with the enemy in South 
Vietnam. My part of the war was to keep these people 
from getting supplies to pursue that war. So our job 
was to keep these supplies from coming down from 
Haiphong, Hanoi, down through the Ho Chi Minh Trail, 
down into the areas just to the west of South Vietnam, 
into Laos and Cambodia, from getting into these men so 
that they could use them in their part in the war. 

It was a very interesting and a very thrilling 
part. It was very exciting and very dangerous. Going 
up to the North we would take off. We had two bases 
of F-105s over there, Korat and Takli. You don't 
hear much about these bases because they are in a non-
combative country right now. They are starting to 
infiltrate into the northeastern sections now there 
also. But we took off from these two bases and formed 
up in our formations and joined up with the tankers 
over Northeastern Thailand. In this area we refueled, 
set our course for our part in the battle. We're 
coming in from the west, we would go almost north
bound up over Laos and then in from western North 
Vietnam. Or if we were coming in from the east, we 
would go out over across the 17^ parallel area, out 
over the water and then come in from the eastern side. 
Our main targets up in the North were the railroad 
lines, communication centers, and lines of 
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transportation. We did also hit the air fields. We 
also hit areas where they were training guerrillas 
that they were sending to the South. 

Coming into the North we met three major de
fenses. These were very formidable defenses as you 
will see as we go along here. The first ones were 
their SAM missiles. Now the SAMs were SA-2 Russian-
built, guided, radar guided, ground to air missiles 
that came up after us. These are very interesting 
type when you're flying along and you see something 
coming at you. Normally in the air you can dodge 
what's coming at you. This is the advantage that 
we took by flying our 105s up there. Being a big 
monstrous airplane like it is, it still is very 
maneuverable. So we were able to identify, we had 
another flight of airplanes that would go in ahead 
of us known as the MIG chasers, or I'm sorry, as the 
SAM chasers. These are the boys that had super-
secret type equipment on their airplanes, where they 
could tell when these missiles, where the sites 
themselves were becoming active and when they were 
actually launching a missile. And so they would call 
back to us and inform us when a site was active and 
the approximate location of this site, and the people 
on that side of the formation would then watch down 
and watch for this missile as it would come up to us. 

We also, in the airplane, had a little light 
that would come on that intercepted this same signal 
and would tell us when we had a launch of a missile, 
and so we would watch for the actual launch. Now 
you've all seen pictures of Cape Kennedy, how the big 
missiles when they're actually launched, they set up 
a big pile of debris and smoke and flame and all that. 
The missile does about the same thing, to where it 
leaves a big rubble or a big ring of smoke down on 
the ground. We would actually see where this missile 
was coming up from. So then you'd watch it from 
there and this big streak of flame coming up at you 
and the big black, as they were very aptly described, 
big black telephone poles coming at you. 

The advantage we have, we went in the area be
tween fifteen and twenty thousand feet. That's 
between three and four miles up above the ground. We 
would see these missiles come up at us and then they 
would have to bend over. That is, they'd launch them 
pretty much vertically and they'd have to bend over 
to come towards us. Now as they would bend over we 
could detect whether they were headed right towards 
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our formation or not. And if they were headed away 
from us we would disregard them and just keep right on 
pressing on. If it looked like they were coming right 
towards us then we would call our flight and we'd all 
start down. We always went in fast anyway, but when 
we'd go down we'd go even faster. So we'd actually 
lower the nose and head down and pick up more speed. 
The missile then, as it came up and launched over 
towards us, would then have to bend down again 
towards us again. And as it would do this, at the 
very last moment the lead would call to break and we 
would all break up in union, all come up together and 
the missile then would go down below us. It cannot 
maneuver itself very easily in the air and it would 
then disrupt itself, go ballistic and fall back to the 
ground. You read many, many times I'm sure about the 
villages that we bombed indiscriminately and so forth 
and so forth. While I was there not once did I ever 
hear of otir bombing a North Vietnamese village. These 
were their own missiles coming back and hitting the 
ground themselves. 

8 The second big defense that they had come up 
against us were the MIGs themselves. MIG 15, 17, 
19, 21s. The 21s were our biggest threat, because 
they were in the same capability as we were in the 
105s and the P-4s. And when we went in, we would go 
in with a sixteen-ship formation. That would be four 
flights of four airplanes. We would also have an 
extra flight of four out in front of us telling about 
the SAMs. And then we would also have then a cap or 
a MIG cap cover of F-4s, another flight of four that 
would fly above us, and when we would call out the 
MIGs that were coming up to attack us, we'd call them 
in and they would come down and engage the enemy so we 
could continue on again and do our primary job of 
bombing the desired target. 

9 So MIGs posed quite a threat for us while we 
were there. Actually during the period of time from 
February to August of last year, they didn't pose a 
real big threat. We're not quite sure just why, but 
it seemed that they were out training during the 
period of time that we were there, because we didn't 
get attacked very often. But it seemed like they 
would take their airplanes off and hold them off in 
an area out away from where we were bombing and then 
bring them back. I was attacked just one time by 
MIGs. Xt was a rather exciting feeling you know, have 
these big silvery things, with their burners, coming 
after you. But we were able to evade them and get 
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away without too much trouble. We did lose one boy 
from our squadron, however, not long after that, from 
MIGs coming out the west route. They came in and 
jumped two boys who were lagging behind everybody 
else. They didn't normally pick on us when we were 
all together. And so they picked on these two boys 
that were lagging one day and they shot one of them 
down and put a bimch of holes in the other one. He 
was lucky to make it back. 

10 The third and biggest defense that we had there 
were the anti-aircraft guns themselves. Now I think 
you've all heard and seen written down that this is 
probably considered, probably, the most formidable 
defense that the world has ever known. For those of 
you, probably none of you are old enough to have 
flown the bombers in World War II. Many of the people 
that I do speak to, there are several in the audience 
who have had done this, and they can remember the big 
black puffs of smoke all over the sky as they were 
bombing Germany. Now we encoimtered this same thing, 
these same type guns. These are known as the 85 
millimeter guns. These are the big ones. They shot 
at us everytime we went into the North area, and for 
my 100 missions over North Vietnam, twenty-eight of 
those 100 were in the Haiphong, Hanoi area. So all 
twenty-eight of these times they had these big guns 
trained on us and looking for us. 

11 We did have a little help though, in that we had 
some counter electronics that were working for us. 
They could keep these big guns directly off of us for 
the first few rounds anyway. They would fire these 
big guns and we'd see them way out in front of 
us because they'd have these guns situated in a 
circle. They have them pretty well camouflaged so 
you can't see them from the air real well. But you 
can sure see them when they shoot, because each one 
of them sends up a real bright white flash from its 
muzzle every time it goes off. They fire all six 
gtins, reload them and fire them again. So to look 
down you can see a ring of white, a ring of white and 
a ring of white, and a ring of white, all out in 
front of you as our formation would come in. 

12 We were lucky against these, however, we felt 
that these weren't one of our biggest problems be
cause our counter radar would knock out some of their 
tracking capability to where we could see them start 
to fire, and they would all fire in about the same 
place. And we'd wait and watch and see where these 



96 

big black puffs of smoke would come out in front of 
us. If they were directly in front of us we'd have a 
choice. We could go either left or right. If they 
were off to the right then we'd dodge to the left. 
If they were right square in line with us we'd go up 
or down, to where we actually called to the formation 
and said, "Firing twelve o'clock," be right straight 
out ahead, "Let's go up, go down, go left or go 
right," and this big group of sixteen airplanes in 
their four-ship formations would then alter their 
course, move up and down and maneuver around to where 
we could still get going and still keep following 
our line across the ground that we had drawn to get 
to our desired target. If you were a ground gunner, 
and as I have explained it to other people, you could 
see that your first shells didn't go off in the right 
place, why you'd move your guns just a little bit so 
you'd hit them next time. But by the time they'd 
move 'em and shoot 'em again, why then we'd be dodged 
and moved to the other side. So we were able to keep 
just one step ahead of them all the way in usually, 
on the 85 millimeter. 

15 The big bad ones though were the 57 and 57 
millimeter guns. These are the smaller but still very 
dangerous anti-aircraft gims. They probably have 
three or four thousand of these g-uns in North Vietnam. 
They had over two thousand just in the Hanoi area and 
up along the two railroads that were our primary * 
targets while we were there. We'd come in to make a 
dive bomb pass. Now the 105 was designed originally 
as a nuclear bomber and this was our job when I was 
in Germany. I sat on alert with a nuclear weapon, on 
a five-minute alert type, like you hear about SAC 
doing. Headed east bound so that if the war ever 
started or the big war ever began, we'd take-off and 
drop our nuclear bombs on some specified strategic 
target toward the east. Now this airplane was de
signed to carry a big bomb and we ended up carrying a 
whole bimch of little bombs. We carried six 750 
pounders. Now the next step up from them is what we 
knew in World War II as block busters. So you can 
have some ideas of what the size of just one of these 
bombs would do. They would make a crater almost as 
big as this room here, and we carried six of these. 
You can see the damage we did with four of these air
planes in one formation. 

14 When we'd come in to dive bomb or to get these 
bombs directly on target, which was our primary goal, 
you'd have to dive in what's known as almost a 

It 
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forty-five degree nose down attitude. Forty-five 
degrees, if you hold your hand doesn't look like 
much, but when you are in an airplane that in straight 
and level flight looks like you're going down, forty-
five degrees looks like you're headed straight 
towards the ground. Now we did this for our accuracy. 
After we'd find our target the leader would call it 
off, call the position, say OK he was in, and he'd 
roll off. We'd be going straight and level and he'd 
just turn right off almost upside down, straight 
down, and then head for his target. 

15 OK, this is when we came into the 57s and 57s. 
These are the gims that could reach up to the alti
tudes that we would be in as we were coming down this 
chute preparing to drop our bombs. And this is where 
we have lost most of our 105s in North Vietnam, is 
during this portion of the dive bomb run from here 
until they actually pulled out. They are very good. 
They're mostly, most of them were visually rather than 
radar controlled, so that they actually just watch 
them come down and then just lead them far enough and 
just put a whole bunch of lead out in front of that 
airplane until they finally hit one. And as you can 
see, with four of them coming down, if you don't get 
very far apart, coming down a little bit different 
angles, all he's got to do is sit there and watch one 
airplane and shoot in that same line for all the other 
three right behind him. And this is where they would 
knock down our people. 

16 These are the bad guys, so we had to do some
thing to kind of disrupt them a little bit. And 
what we did was, as one man would come in the next 
man would go a little bit further and then the third 
man would be a little bit on the other side, to where 
we'd all be coming down at a little bit different 
angle at him to hit this same spot. Also as we'd come 
down we could maneuver the airplane back and forth. 
Now this made it kind of difficult, because to hit an 
exact point on the ground you've got to put a sight 
on that spot, be at the correct altitude and airspeed 
at that point to drop those bombs so that they have 
the correct trajectory to hit that spot. This makes 
it very difficult of going back and forth as you come 
down to that point. So we had a pretty difficult time 
getting right on that point or else we just had to fly 
a straight line. And this is where they knocked them 
down. 

17 Coming off from there then, you can see it would 
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be pretty easy to find a man going away, it's like 
shooting doves, you know. When he's coming towards 
you, it's kind of hard when he's going this way, but 
when he's going straight away you aim just a little 
bit below him or right in front of him, and you knock 
him down. So what we would do as we came off, we'd 
make a very hard turn back in the opposite direction. 
So if he was trying to follow you with a gun he'd be 
shooting out there and try to hit in front of you, 
and all of a sudden you're going that way so he moves 
his gtms over and next thing you're going that way. 
And this is how we got away with getting so many of 
our airplanes back from North Vietnam. 

18 Three big defenses, and they sure had them for 
us. We were able to bomb up North. You know that 
they've restricted the bombing above the 19̂ * parallel 
now. That's only 120 miles north of the DMZ. Really 
hate to go back up North now, because all the stuff 
that we disrupted, all the railroads, all the air 
fields that we put holes in up there, they've been 
able to bring all the supplies clear down to the 19^ 
parallel now. That's not very far from where they're 

^ actually putting them into use. It's going to be 
real tough when we start bombing again, if we start 
bombing again. I'd like to leave a couple of 
minutes here towards the end to tell you about that, 
but I would like to tell you about my twenty-fifth 
mission. 

19 Number twenty-five. We were up over the middle 
of North Vietnam. We actually kind a divided it up 
among ourselves into the southern, middle, and 
northern thirds of North Vietnam. The southern one 
third we considered the easy area. This is where we 
went for our first eight or ten to practice, to find 
out how we were doing, to see how well our bombs were 
going directly on target. Actually, your first 
mission over there is a combat mission. They don't 
give you any practice ones over there. The first one 
is for real. So the first few they gave us to prac
tice down in what we considered the safe area. 

20 Well I was up in the middle area where it starts 
to get a little bit tense, and we had a fairly easy 
mission, however. We came in from the west and were 
following a river down 'til we found a storage area. 
We put our bombs in on a bunch of little huts that had 
supplies in, got a couple of big explosions and all 
this, all good for the newspapers and all that. The 
105 also has in it a gattling gun. This is a big 
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formidable weapon that shoots right out of the nose of 
the airplane. We carry over a thousand roirnds of 20 
millimeter ammunition. So that every time after we 
dropped our bombs, we would also then go and do a 
little bit of searching ourselves, a little hunting. 
And we could shoot at almost anything with this gun. 
It's a very, very good gun. 

21 Our leader found some barges down along a river, 
along this same route that came down towards the 
coast. He called them out, we all saw them, so we 
all came around and we're going to strafe these 
barges, see if we couldn't sink a few of them before 
we had to head back home. I was on my strafing pass 
coming down towards these barges when I had a great 
big orange ball of flame develop right out in front 
of my airplane, normally the kind we consider from a 
57iDm explosion as it goes off right next to your 
airplane. Pulled straight ahead and on up and around. 
Either parts of the explosion or parts of front part 
of my airplane, where it hit, went right back into 
the engine. Now the intakes are right back behind 
the pilot on the sides in this airplane. Right into 
the engine and actually chewed up the compressor 
section, which is the part that compacts the air to 
ignite it with the fuel or join it with the fuel and 
burn it out the back that gives us all of our thrust. 
Well it chewed up all the compressor of my engine, 
which I didn't know at the time, but didn't give me 
any thrust. So I pulled up and away and headed 
towards the west, headed towards Thailand, called my 
lead, told him I had been hit but that everything was 
running OK. The engine was running smoothly at about 
ninety-six per cent, almost full power, but the next 
thing that happened was I was ran completely out of 
airspeed. 

22 Now we have a warning system that comes on that 
tells us when we are going too slow and should be 
going faster. Now this is 240 nautical miles per 
hour in the F-105. I had just pulled up and leveled 
off when this horn came on telling me that I was 
going too slow. So the first thing we do when you 
get too low speed and your airplane is not moving, is 
to light the afterburner. Afterburner is a section 
in the back end of the engine itself that just dumps 
extra fuel right into the back end and ignites it and 
it burns with this additional thrust. It takes a lot 
of fuel, but it gives you half again as much push to 
your airplane. Well I lit this and my wingman, who 
was trying to follow me behind, said nothing but a 
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big orange ball of flame came shooting out the back 
end, showing that it was doing nothing but burning and 
gave me no thrust at all. I told him OK, so I shut 
it off right away and the next thing I knew I had to 
lower the nose further and further and fiirther down to 
keep it airborne. I could see I wasn't going to stay 
with it, so I looked out to see where I was headed. 
Out in front of me was a nice big valley, big broad 
valley, and on beyond it were some nice big high 
moimtains. But I look down and I could see I was 
never going to make it past that valley, so I looked 
straight down and I was just passing over a fairly 
high ridge of hills, so I said, "This is the place." 

25 So I reached down, to get out of an airplane you 
raise the arm rests and squeeze the trigger. This 
fires an initiator that blows the canopy off, waits a 
half second, fires the seat and shoots the seat right 
up out of the airplane. Well all this worked nor
mally and perfectly for me. I came right up out of 
the airplane, except that when I went down to reach 
the trigger -to get myself out I made real good and 
sure that I had a hold of the right trigger before I 
squeezed it, and just before I squeezed it I put my 
head back. Well normally to sit back straight in 
the seat so that you go out correctly your head is 
back with your neck back. Well I came back so that 
my head hit the rest, this way, and as I came up out 
of the airplane the wind caught under my helmet. Now 
we have a nice big helmet. I don't have a picture 
for you, but a nice big helmet with a big visor that 
comes clear down to here, a mask that fits clear over 
the face portion, and a strap that goes underneath 
your chin to make sure it will stay on. Now the wind 
caught this and just pulled it right up off my head, 
just like you were peeling a banana, just ripped it 
right off. Not supposed to happen, but it did. 
/Taughtei/ So I was without my helmet for the rest 
of my trip down. 

24 I came up out of the airplane normally. The seat 
then has a special little device that it kicks itself 
away and we have a little thing that we connect up 
that when the seat leaves it pulls the cord to deploy 
the parachute. This all worked normally, worked just 
right, everything was hunky-dory. All I was, was a 
passenger sitting there watching everything go by, was 
the trees go by and all this. My chute deployed and 
opened up, but my feet were way up in the air and that 
actually swung me down and around. It was a pretty 
good shock of opening as the chute deployed. We 
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carried with us on the back of one of our legs a big 
bolo knife type thing with a blade, oh the blade 
must have been that wide, but it was just to hack 
our way through the jungle if we ever had to. On my 
swing down on the opening shock it just ripped that 
knife right back, right off my leg, and half the 
sheath was missing too. So I dropped it down to the 
jungle so I didn't have my helmet or my knife when I 
got down. 

25 It opened up OK and everything was real fine. I 
looked up to see how it was. It's a real nice feeling 
if you ever bail out of an airplane to look up and 
see that nice protecting thing up there bringing you 
down safely. But I was turned around in the risers 
themselves, the things that go up to hold into the 
parachute. I was twisted in it one and one half 
times. So I reached up and turned myself around, got 
untwisted so all the lines were going up correctly, 
straight. I looked down to see where I was going. 
The next thing they teach us in all of our schools 
that we have before you do any of this, is you want to 
be going with the wind so you can see where you are 
going, where on the ground. And also another thing 
they teach us is that you want to go forty-five 
degrees out this way so that when you hit you roll to 
that side and this lessens the shock so you can roll. 
You can land many, many times, we've had people bail 
out of airplanes htmdreds of times and never get 
hurt. Naturally I was going that way. /Taughter/ 
So again I reached up and turned myself around, lou 
do this by pulling on the opposite risers and it 
actually twists you right around in the chute. 
Actually what it does is twist the chute around and 
you end up as a resultant. And so I was going out, 
this was where I was supposed to. I had time enough 
just to look up, see I was twisted, untwist myself, 
look down, see I was going the wrong direction, 
reach up, twist again so I was going the right di
rection, and I was in the trees. 

26 Now there are three canopies of trees. This is 
the most amazing part of the whole trip, and why I'm 
mighty glad to be here talking to you today, and you 
can see that it's not my fault that I'm here, it's 
all because of the good Lord. But I, me personally, 
my body, I went down through the trees. There were 
three canopies of trees. The highest ones were ap
proximately 200 feet high. The tallest building in 
Lubbock, Texas, is 175 feet high. Take a look at it 
the next time, you can imagine the size of those 
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trees that I went down through. Three canopies, 200, 
approximately 100, approximately 200, and the last one 
is a normal tree that we know, about thirty feet high. 
My parachute caught on a branch of one of these great 
big high ones, caught, stopped, stopped me, I could 
actually feel the jerk in the harness that I had on, 
and then fell off. It did this again on the 100 foot 
trees. It did it again on the thirty foot and caught 
in the thirty foot trees with my feet just touching 
the ground. /Taughtei/ You say it doesn't take a lot 
of luck and a lot of praying to get back? There you 
are. /How many of these did you makej/ Just one. I 
was lucky, I only bailed out once. 

27 I got out of my parachute harness and got out 
onto the ground. We carried with us little emergency 
radios. I got it out and turned it on and was able to 
talk to the boys that were still flying up above. The 
other boys, the niimber one and number two man, had 
gone high, had called back to the rescue people to get 
them alerted to get a helicopter into where I was. 
And the fourth man, my wing man had been down trying, 
down low along the valley trying to find me. Now I 
mentioned I'd gone down through the trees, so my 
chute was gone so they had no idea where I was. Now 
this great big twenty-five ton, 50,000 pound air
plane, when an airplane hits the groimd, when it's 
not supposed to, it crashes, burns, explodes, does 
something. This jungle swallowed up that airplane. 
They never saw that airplane. It disappeared, not 
even a wisp of smoke from it. So that will give you 
another idea of the denseness of the jungle I went 
into. They stayed in the area for as long as they 
could, long as fuel that they had, and then they had 
to head for home. They gave me a call and told me 
just to sit tight, that they'd have the rescue people 
in to get me. 

28 Now I was sitting there on the groimd, minding 
my own business, enjoying life, you know like this, 
/laughter/ waiting from something to happen, when I 
neard this whoop, whoop, whoop over here, and a 
whoop, whoop, whoop over here. Now I'd been a Boy 
Scout for many years and I learned quite a bit about 
our Indians. You know an Indian, when they go to get 
somebody they don't go in a big group and just go up 
and grab him like the Americans do. They split off 
into two little groups and they go up the side of the 
hill a little bit at a time, with some kind of signal 
back and forth so they can find out where the other 
group is, until they're ready to pounce on their 
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prey. Well here I thought, well here they come. 
They ve gotten two groups in that valley down there, 
that I was, and here they come up this valley looking 
for me. And I had my gun ready, boy I was ready to 
'iglit, you know. They just kept coming and coming. 
It seemed like a long, long time. It couldn't have 
been more than eight or ten minutes at the very most, 
but it seemed like hours, 'til finally this whoop, 
whoop, whoop, flew by. /Taughtei/ 

29 The helicopters, the Jolly Green Giants as we 
call them, the HH-5s, they came in for a rescue. 
They're very, very good and these are mighty fine 
people that are doing their work. They're led in by 
the Sandies or the A-1 airplanes. These are propeller 
driven airplanes that come along to protect the 
helicopters, to keep them from getting shot down. Now 
you know there's a lot of ground fire up there so they 
come in and actually shoot up the ground area so that 
the helicopter can come in, pick up the pilot and get 
back out. Now the A-ls came in. The Sandies came in 
and it took them about eight or nine passes to get 
exactly over where I was. Again, no airplane, no 
explosion, no ground reference at all. They just had 
a general idea of where I was. So this is the second 
thing. I was mighty, mighty lucky that they ever 
found me on that hillside in North Vietnam. But any
way, they came over and I could hear them. Actually 
couldn't see them either, because there was only a 
couple of spots that I could see out through all this 
canopy of trees. So I'd hear him off in the distance 
and I'd tell him to turn right or turn left, on my 
little radio, until I could get him about over where 
I was. And again, it took almost eight trips before 
he could get right overhead where I was. 

50 Now when he finally got me pinpointed fairly 
well, then he told the helicopter which way to come 
and he checked him into where I was. The helicopter 
came in, they never saw me, the pilot told me later 
he never saw me while I was actually on the ground. 
So they had to come over to a spot where they thought 
I was, stop and then pick me up from there. Now what 
they do is they send down a tree penetrator. Now 
this is a piece of metal about five feet high that has 
a point on the bottom of it so it will go down through 
the trees. On the bottom were two leaves that fold 
out that you sit on, so that you have something to sit 
on as you go back up. And around the top's a strap 
that goes under your arms, hooks back on so you don't 
actually fall off of this piece of metal. Now he let 
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this down through the trees. Now they were just above 
the trees when they let their penetrator down and the 
way we figured out how high the trees were, they were 
not too far above, and they let down 240 of their 250 
feet of cable to pick me up. 

51 OK, I saw it coming down through the trees, down 
the hill just a little ways, it finally got down to 
where I could see it. So I scampered on down the hill 
and waited for it to come down and actually got it all 
set up by the time it hit the ground. They couldn't 
see me, as the pilot told me later, so they let it 
down till the cable went slack. They waited one 
minute then started it back up. Now as you can 
imagine, I was on it in about ten seconds wondering 
why in the heck they weren't pulling it up. /Taughtei/ 
But finally they brought it back up and they got it up 
above the trees. Gee it was a gorgeous view. 
/Taughtei/ Beautiful green, lushy green. It's down 
close to the equator. See it's only seventeen to 
eighteen degrees above the equator itself, which is 
much further south than we are here. Lots of rain, 
lots of simshine, so it's a beautiful green lushy 
green, really pretty. 

52 But it was that time I had the only really bad 
thought of the whole trip. I got up above those 
trees, looked down, had this gorgeous view and then I 
thought, now wouldn't it be something to go through 
all this with nothing more but the bruises I had from 
the parachute itself, scratch over my ear from losing 
the helmet. Wouldn't it be terrible to go through 
all of this and have this d"umb cable break and drop 
me back down in the jungle. /Taughtei/ But it 
didn't. I get back up and safely back to Thailand. 
Three days later I was back over the North again 
flying missions. Very exciting. Very interesting. 
My Purple Heart mission. Very enjoyable, very 
thrilling work, very exciting work. We didn't get 
into anything we wanted to talk about, it' s a shame. 

55 I think we need to be there. I have to say these 
are personal opinions now. I can't say this for the 
United States Air Force. I am here in a blue suit, I 
represent the United States Air Force, but I have to 
give you a few personal opinions here. We're talking 
about the elections. Another thing about the mili
tary, we're not allowed to campaign, which is a very 
interesting thing I didn't realize until just recent
ly. We need to be there, we need to help these poor 
people out. This is a mighty, mighty backward, poor, 
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undefended country. One of the main manifestos of the 
Communist doctrine is that they some day plan to rule 
the world. They are an ungodly, no-God type govern
ment ideology. They say they are going to rule the 
world. They mean business. No matter where it is, 
what they've got to do. Did you know that the first 
fifty agreements arrived at from the West countries 
with Russia after World War II, every single one of 
them has been broken. Every single one of them. They 
make any agreement they need to gain a foothold in 
their direction. They're not going to stop anywhere. 
If it's not there, where is it next? Thailand, India, 
Cambodia, how about California? That's next. That's 
a personal opinion, keep that for what it's worth. 

5^ You and I, we all have the right to choose, we 
all have the right to vote. And this is where it's 
going to come out here very shortly. We all have the 
choice to make and you and I can make that choice, 
because we are the people who decide who's ruling, 
who's governing, who's making these decisions. We had 
lots of restrictions while we were over there. A lot 
of things that we didn't realize. We weren't, when 
somebody would shoot at us, we couldn't shoot back. 
We'd go by the ships in Haiphong harbor, they'd shoot 
at us and we couldn't shoot back. They had big guns 
up around a place called Cam Pha and big mines. They 
were mining something out of there, couldn't shoot 
back, couldn't drop bombs there. 

55 Now these are all political things and we are 
run, our Commander in Chief is a political man, it 
has to be. We can't have a military man run the 
United States of America. That's not the way it 
should be, then we'd have a different form of govern
ment. He is o-ur Commander-in-Chief and we follow his 
command. That's why we're here. We have, I, we, we 
have said that we'll give our life if necessary in the 
defense of the United States of America, the way we 
believe. And every fourth year in November we're 
allowed to choose the way we believe. They can't do 
that in many countries of the world today. This is 
the choice we've got. We've got to stop them some
place. I'm hoping that my part did a little bit over 
there. Cause I don't want my Scott to have to do it 
in another ten years. It looks like he might have 
to. We've got to do something. Thank you very much. 
/applause/ 
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Major Parker 

(Delivered to the Hub City Kiwanis Club on September 10, 
1968, at the Johnson House in Lubbock, Texas. There were 
twenty-five members in attendance.) 

1 Dr. Dean (Introduction): We have a very in
teresting program today, one I think that we are all 
vitally interested in, because most of us have 
relatives, friends, sons, who are involved personally 
in this Vietnam conflict. We have a veteran of that 
war, who is here today and will bring us a few re
marks and a film concerning the problems there. Our 
guest speaker today. Major David Parker, his home town 
is Bronxville, New York. He attended college at 
Cornell University and at Stephens Institute before 
entering the Air Force in November of 1954. He at
tended flight school at Laughlin Air Force Base in 
Del Rio, Texas, and graduated there in March of 1957. 
He spent seven years at Mountain Home, Idaho, flying 
B-47s, and then his overseas duty was at Korat, 
Thailand. From Thailand he flew 100 missions over 
North Vietnam in F-105s, and returned to Reese Air 
Force Base in December of 1966, where he's a flight 
examiner there. He's an examiner in the T-58. 
Major Parker, if you'll excuse me just a moment, I'll 
also mention that our other guest here, who is not a 
part of the program but is along to record what is 
done here. Major Norman White who is a Flight Com
mander of T-57 trainers at Reese and is doing research 
on his Master's in Speech at Texas Tech. Major Parker 
if you have some comments you'd like to make, we'd 
love to hear them. Major Parker, /applaus^ 

2 Major Parker: Thank you, sir. The film runs 
twenty-nine minutes so I won't take too much of your 
time right now. I'd just like to say that it was 
made in the latter half of my tour in Thailand. The 
story is the 105 story and of the people at Korat, 
Thailand, and it's filmed in the latter half of 
September and October and then ran over into November 
of 1966, at which time I was completing my 80tb 
through lOOto missions. 

5 I got over to Thailand on the 15^ of June. 1966. 
They gave me two days of intensive briefing to make 
sure that I understand and would comply with the 
rules of engagement that they've got over there. The 
war being a highly sensitive political area, they re
quire a great deal of restriction and restraint of 
the part of the fighter pilots, and as a matter of 
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fact,^of everybody working in the area over there. We 
weren t allowed to indiscriminately go out and bomb 
all lucrative targets that we could find, and believe 
me there were quite a few that we would like to have 
been able to bomb. However we were restricted in the 
specifics and each day those specifics would change, 
therefore a target that we had hit the day before 
yesterday, and maybe only partially destroyed, we 
were not allowed to go back and strike again without 
specific approval of the Commander in Chief. And 
this of course is often very frustrating to the people 
involved. 

4 Conversely, in many cases, targets that we had 
hit previously, and were known to have damaged 
heavily, we would often be required to return time and 
time again to assure a complete destruction of these 
targets. Of course, as this developed into a pattern, 
why the defensive reaction became greater and greater 
each day as we came back. Because they knew we were 
going to come back and therefore they sent out en
graved invitations to all the gunners within a hundred 
and fifty mile radius, and they just moved in and 
said, "Well, we're going to come in here to the 
turkey shoot." So whenever we hit a target well and 
were allowed to transfer to another target, we were 
relieved. Whenever we had to go back, why we weren't 
so happy, in that we would have preferred to wait a 
week and go back in then. However, they decided that 
due to the political situation that at this particular 
time it was advantageous to destroy this particular 
target, and therefore we continued day after day after 
day, and of course each day it got worse. 

5 The weather up there had a great deal to do with 
how we did on the targets. All our targets were 
visually acquired during the day time with the F-105. 
The F-4s and the Navy aircraft did most of the work at 
night.5 ... The 105 being a single-seated aircraft 
with one pilot, he has to be his own radio operator, 
navigator, his own bombardier and pilot all rolled up 
in one. It's a tremendous weapon system and a lot of 
fun to fly. But it requires an awful lot of concen
tration, and I guess that's why everybody likes it, 
because it puts you one step ahead of the other guy 
who's got somebody to help him. 

^At this point the tape recording became distorted due 
to a short in the microphone, and part of the presentation 
was lost. 
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6 I'll go ahead and show you the film. In it 
you re going to see a missile laimch that they got 
from North Vietnam. There are very few pictures of 
the missile launches because those aircraft that take 
the pictures of the missile laimches, usually don't 
make it back. But somehow or other these missiles 
managed to miss, and they included them in this film. 
Also you'll hear the conversation between the 
Electronic Warfare Officers and the pilots in the two-
seated F-105S that they use for the hunter-killer 
teams that find these missile sites and destroy them. 
I think you're going to enjoy it. 

(Film: "There is a Way." 29 minutes in length. 
The film broke before the end.) 

7 The only thing we're missing is the Hollywood 
ending, where they all tell them that "There is a 
Way," for a few, and fortimately I was one of the 
few. Actually when you get right down to it, we have 
a tremendous recovery rate. When you consider that 
while I was over there we had twenty-eight men in 
each squadron, four squadrons, and I'd venture to say 
that while I was there at least a hundred of us 
finished their missions over there. And every one 
of us flew a hundred missions in the North, not 
counting all the missions we flew elsewhere. So when 
you figure that while I was there, out of the whole 
time I was there we lost six pilots. That's a pretty 
good rate for our base. Now the other base, they had 
a little problem. They were using some procedures 
that we did not recommend. The reason we did not 
recommend them they foimd out, cause they lost thir
teen airplanes in fifteen days and of course all the 
crews. So they came over and adopted whatever it was 
that we were using and that cut down their loss rate. 
It seems to go in a series. For a while there we 
wouldn't lose any and then Takli, the other 105 base, 
they'd lose a few and then they'd quit losing and 
we'd pick up a few. It seemed to be as the new groups 
came in, why they brought some of their own ideas on 
how the war ought to be fought and all, and in modi
fying some of the practices and techniques that we'd 
used before, why some of them got themselves in 
trouble by getting too low. 

8 The big killer over there was the automatic 
weapons fire and the light triple-A. The stuff that 
could be manually handled, '^1 millimeter and 57 
millimeter guns. You're all probably well familiar 
with the guy sitting there cranking the gun around by 
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hand, this way, and the fellow on the other side, he's 
running it the other way. Those little fellows over 
there, they've had about fifteen years of practice 
now, so they're getting very, very good with that 
automatic hand-held weapon. And I'm sure they get an 
extra bag of rice and a hero button for every time 
they get a 105. Unfortunately we've lost about 500 
of them over there. 

9 As I say, the killer was this automatic weapons 
fire and light Triple-A, so we foimd that most of our 
aircraft that were lost were lost below 2,000 feet. 
When they had to get down to get away from the SAM 
missiles, or were forced down by the heavier flak. 
They'd start exploding this flak right above you and 
then just start, of course all the metal comes down, 
and they just keep driving it down on top of you, and 
then you keep getting lower to get out of the way of 
it and eventually you get down where you get all of 
that automatic weapons fire. Everybody that's got a 
gun up there shoots. If they can see you they shoot 
at you. So you're just flying through a veritable 
wall of lead. In fact we used to say that they 
measure the defensive reaction up there in the tons-
per-minute that they can throw up in the air at you. 
I don't know how true that is, but it seemed to me 
like it was wall-to-wall ammunition just going off 
all over. I've seen a clear day turn into an overcast 
day at about 1500 fe*et with that type flak, they were 
firing so fast and so hard. But there was one good 
part about it. They could only keep it up for about 
five minutes before they ran out of all their bar
rels , and they were all bent and overheated and they 
had to shut down for a couple of hours while they 
replaced the barrels, and it let the second flight 
and the third flight and the fourth flight come in. 
Of course the first flight usually got hammered pretty 
badly. Is there any question that I could answer 
right now specifically on what went on about the 
mission or the aircraft? 

10 Q: What about the F-111, did you see those over 
there? 

A: No sir. They came over there within the last 
eight months and as far as I know they are working 
out satisfactorily for the mission that they were de
signed to do, which of course is an all weather type 
mission where they, where the aircraft is protected 
in some by the weather itself. In other words, the 
only thing then that would hamper the aircraft would 
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be the missiles and the radar-directed flak. Well 
we could pretty well equalize the missiles and flak 
with electronic counter measures, but it's that 
visually-tracked automatic weapons and light anti
aircraft fire that gets most of us. So if they can 
stay up in the clouds, they've got a pretty good 
chance of getting through, and I imderstand that 
they're doing very well. Naturally they have some 
problems with their airplanes, as we're all well aware 
but they're working hard on getting rid of that. They 
weren't there when I was there. The B-52 made three 
raids while I was over there and, but they confined 
their activities mostly to the South, and at that 
time the 105s were not allowed to run missions into 
the South. In the first place, while I was there we 
were the little fellers that weren't there, because 
nobody would admit that we were running missions out 
of Thailand into North Vietnam, any way, and at that 
time it was absolutely forbidden for us to run 
missions from Thailand into South Vietnam. So due to 
the political aspects of the whole thing, so whenever 
we wrote home, why we weren't flying missions over 
there or gettin' shot at or anything, why we were 
still out practicing, and if anybody asked us what 
we were doing over there, "Why what' s that airplane 
doing over there taking-off with all of those bombs?" 
Well, he was going out on a practice range to practice 
dropping those bombs. Of course that's all they'd 
like to do, you know, get some officer over there to 
publicly state that he was dropping bombs in North 
Vietnam. And boy, at that time that was a fate worse 
than death, because then they'd have a somebody that 
they could lay it right at, saying, "Well he told me 
that they were going over there." Yes, sir? 

11 Q: In the squadron you were in, in the, I call 
it, small talk of you pilots while you were there, 
did you or would you express an opinion as to what you 
were doing, that you were accomplishing what you 
should be doing or should you have done more or less? 

A: Well, we were very satisfied with some of 
the targets that we were sent after. And some of the 
targets that we were sent after repeatedly, we felt 
that we were up there wasting our time, because we 
already destroyed more than they could use. For 
instance, in some of the oil targets up there, POL 
dtunps, why we were sure there wasn't any oil left in 
there, and yet we were required to go back in again 
and strike them again, due to either a lack of 
intelligence or a lack of pictures that they wanted a 
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specific picture of a certain area well covered. Now 
we were basing it on the reaction that we gotten when 
we d been up there. You go up there and pound the 
area and you don't get any oil fires, then you're 
pretty sure that there's none there. But some times 
the intelligence would prove us wrong and we'd go 
back in the next time and find another area that we 
hadn't hit before that did contain oil. But of 
course before we went we were pretty sure that they 
wanted another drop in. The people we're fighting 
up there are immensely clever. Oh, they're sneaky. 
We dropped those six bombs all at once for the kill 
pattern that it presents, rather than going in and 
dropping one and coming back up, dropping another 
one. Because everytime you'd roll in on the target, 
why this gives them a predicted path and a lot easier 
chance to get you. So there is that time period when 
you start in, that the, you're committed to a certain 
path to bring you right at the target. And this is 
the easiest time for them, because all they have to 
do is look at you, they've got you right where they 
want you. So if you had to repeatedly come in on the 
same target, the chances are of getting out of there 
are going to be mighty slim. Plus the fact that the 
kill radius of the six bombs going off is far greater 
than putting there one bomb at a time. You do a lot 
better work using all six bombs at once. And we were 
sure that in some cases that we were wasting our time 
up there, but it turned out that, it worked out the 
other way in most cases. I talked to some people 
down South about how clever these people were, and 
they said this, that when the six bombs went off 
maybe four of them were right on the target and de
stroyed 80 per cent of what they were intended to do, 
and the other two would be off to the side or, but 
their shock would be felt, but it wouldn't affect the 
target area, for instance the oil field. But then the 
North Vietnamese would take their oil and put it in 
drums and put it in the bomb holes we'd made and put 
it in there. In other words, we were making our own 
revetments for them up there instead of them having 
to dig craters to put the oil in, why we were building 
them for them. Every time we hit a road, any bomb 
that, when the bomb hit the road and it destroyed it, 
the next day they went in with their coolies and their 
road equipment that they had, and they instead of 
trying to fill in the bomb hole like we would, why 
they'd use the dirt that was thrown up by the shell to 
make a new road bed that would go aroimd the bomb 
hole. Their super highways aren't straight as a 
string like ours are, they weave in around all these 
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bomb holes. But they dig little cuts into the bomb 
hole, they use the bomb hole for drainage ditches. 
Their roads are as hard and dry as you could hope for 
any road to be, because they got better roads now 
than when they started, cause we're digging all these 
holes for them. Of course while they're doing all 
this digging and everything, we slow them up and the 
105's would go in and cut the roads and then the 
trucks coming down the road that night, they'd sud
denly find this road cut and they'd have to stop and 
get out and try to build the road aroimd this hole. 
And while they were doing that the F-4s and the 
B-26s and the A-ls and all these other aircraft that 
work at night over there, they'd come in and drop 
bombs on the trucks while they were sitting there on 
the highway. At one particular point we got 500 
trucks in one month, just in one spot. I talked to 
this, one of these ground troops down South, and he 
said, "We can tell about three days later the day that 
you were imable to get into North Vietnam due to 
weather or to the bombing pause or something like 
that." He said, "We can tell exactly what day that 
was down South, because the pressure on us increases 
three days after you quit up there, three days later, 
why the weapons have arrived and all the ammunition 
they need, everything has been pushed through the DMZ 
or else through Cambodia, and we feel the increased 
pressure immediately. We can say, well three days 
ago they didn't get in. Or if they call and tell us 
that you weren't able to get in today, why three days 
from now, why we can expect to have an attack on most 
of our installations up around the DMZ and further 
south now." 

Dr. Dean: Have time for one more question, 
gentlemen. 

12 Q: Do you have bomb runs in Laos and Cambodia? 
Along their supply routes, I mean? 

A: No. Not in Cambodia sir, no. Cambodia is a 
very ticklish situation. It was only three months 
ago, no it was longer than that, about six months ago 
that they recognized that they were having a problem 
in Laos, and they're allowing the reaction to take 
place in Laos, but not in Cambodia. In any one of 
those neutral countries that we are working in with 
the people themselves, we have to have radio contact 
with the people on the groimd that are requesting the 
assistance, eind they must mark the targets and we 
must see them marked, so there's very little doubt 
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about who we're working. Sir? 

15 Q: I've got one fast question. You talk about 
the foliage and things 200 feet high and the dif
ferent layers. Are there, maybe not a super highway, 
but a good highway that cuts through some of that 
forest that is completely hidden from your aerial 
view in an airplane? That trucks and people can be 
rimning so that you don't even know it? 

A: Yes sir. Eight lanes. We found them by an 
accident. The weather was bad over there at one 
point and they sent a RF-4 through with infra-red 
photography, and evidently the VC weren't expecting 
aircraft that day because the weather was so bad. 
The F-4 went through with its IR and picked up the 
road on the film. And they came back, they ran a 
bunch of missions over there and started dropping 
bombs and it blew the, first it blew the. They dug 
through there and cut down the trees so they had to 
camouflage the tops, so they put a bamboo netting 
across the top of the trees and grew other foliage on 
top of that. And it blew this netting off and we 
found this eight lane highway. We were amazed at the 
stuff they had. They had missile carriers and trucks 
and all kinds of heavy equipment running up and down 
there. Up until this time we never even knew they 
were there. 

14 Q: Was this in South Vietnam? 

A: No sir. In North Vietnam. They camouflage 
everything they can. It's not unusual to see a tree 
running right down the center of the highway. 
/Taughtei/ 

Dr. Dean: Major Parker, we appreciate your 
coming and I think you can tell from the questions 
that there may be some who want to stay after we 
dismiss to ask you further questions. Major White, 
we're glad to have you as our guest today. Thank you 
for being with us. /applause/ 

Captain Gayer 

(Delivered to the Caprock ABC Club on January 15, 1969, in 
Lubbock, Texas. There were forty members in attendance.) 

1 Weldon Garrett (Introduction): Gentlemen, it's 
a great pleasure today for us to have with us Capt. 
Michael Gayer. Capt. Gayer is in the Air Force, he's 
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stationed at Reese Air Force Base. He's a native of 
Indiana. He attended Evansville University and re
ceived his B.A. degree there in Education with a major 
in Math and Physics. He lives in Reese Village and he 
is an Instructor Pilot in the 5501st Pilot Training 
Squadron. He received his Undergraduate Pilot Train
ing at Reese Air Force Base in December 1965, and if 
any of you wonder why we have the best pilots in the 
world, I'd like to just tell you something about his 
training here. After his Undergraduate Pilot Training 
at Reese he went to the Davis-Monthan Air Force Base 
in Arizona where he received instruction in radar and 
navigation and the F-4C systems. Then he went to the 
Stead Air Force Base in Nevada where he received in
struction in Survival. From there he went to George 
Air Force where he flew the F-4C Phantom jet in an 
upgrading Pilot Systems Operator program. From there 
he went overseas to Clark Air Force Base, which is in 
the Philippines, and received training there in jungle 
survival. And from there in August of 1966, he went 
to the Ubon Royal Thai Air Force Base in Thailand. 
And from there he flew 114 different missions, 101 
missions over North Vietnam, and this of course was 
in the F-4C Phantom jet. Some of the awards which he 
received are the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air 
Medal with ten Oak Leaf Clusters, the Presidential 
Unit Citation, and the Outstanding Air Force Citation 
with two clusters. Gentlemen, it's a real pleasure 
at this time for me to introduce Capt. Michael Gayer, 
/applaus^ 

2 Capt. Gayer: Thank you very much, gentlemen. 
That introduction leaves me about forty-five seconds 
for my speech. /Taughtei/ Mr. Garrett, I'd like to 
leave it open for discussion at about five minutes 
till. If I run a little bit over I'd appreciate it 
if you'd "nm up Maggie's drawers" and tell me if I 
overshot. Now I'd like to ask you to please ask me 
some questions, if you have any questions about 
Vietnam in itself, or anything about the Air Force 
that I can answer I'd be glad to. If I have any 
problems I'll ask my new boss that's coming into the 
Squadron, Major White, to help me out. 

5 To begin with I'd like to tell you I planned the 
program to have a film, but it seems that you've seen 
it, so here I'm stuck with a speech I'm fully pre
pared for. I've got the notes here somewhere. So 
instead of, in lieu of the film which you've already 
seen, it's about the missions in Vietnam and it's 
just exactly the work that we'd done except that this 
was a "Thud" Squadron. We call it the "Thud," that's 
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the 105. It's the same operation, the same type of 
troops, the same thing that I was doing over there. 
At the same time that the film was taken I was there. 
So if you've seen the film, kind of remember it. Put 
it in the back of your mind and remember what it said, 
and try to visualize what I'm telling you because we 
lived in the same area that the film was taken, and 
flew the same missions. 

To begin with, I'd like to tell you a little bit 
about my personal experiences, where I began. I 
began from UPT, that's where I like to start, and I 
got my wings after thirteen months, and like he says, 
he gave you a rundown of where I went, but I'd like 
to tell you a little bit more about it. From there I 
went to Davis-Monthan, where we had, we were one of 
the first pipeline students in first pipeline status 
to go overseas. I had an F-4C assignment and I went 
to study about the F-4C at Davis-Monthan. It's 
normally was a three-month course, but because of the 
war we had it cut back to thirty-seven training days. 
So we had the same, it was more of an OJT when we got 
overseas. 

But we did learn a heck of a lot there at Davis-
Monthan, and from there to Stead Air Force Base where 
as you know the military adheres to it's own pro
cedures and policies, and very hard to change. So 
what they did was to send me out or prepare me to go 
out in a hot steamy jungle. They sent me to Arctic 
Survival, and of course anybody can see why they'd 
want to send you to Arctic Survival, it's like 
practicing bleeding you know. I thought this at the 
time, but actually it was real good training, 
excellent training. 

They had a compound there that they simulated a 
prisoner of war camp, and put us through that and 
actually taught us the hardships of being on our own. 
I never had much experience out hunting and surviving 
and living off the land and I learned so much that 
I'm now confident that if I were ever shot down or 
ever had to even punch out of an aircraft, even in 
stateside, that I'd be able to survive long enough to 
be picked up. And this is what the Air Force is 
trying to teach us, and it's always a training pro
gram that they're putting us through in the Air Force. 
The Air Force is always trying to make us ready for 
any type of circumstance or any aircraft we might get 
into, to be ready to do the job properly and survive. 
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7 Well from Stead I went to George Air Force Base 
where I went through a seventy hours in the backseat 
m an F-4C. And in this seventy-hour period I 
learned on sort of an OJT like I said. I flew with 
an Aircraft Commander that was learning how to fly the 
F-4C, and of course I was learning how to fly it also. 
I had a stick and a throttle and everything that he 
had in the front seat, except some of the exotic 
equipment. 

8 The equipment is fantastic. You can't believe 
the avionics the F-4C had. The F-4C is now obsolete. 
They have an F-4D and an F-4E since I flew the F-4C, 
and these, this equipment it has and the avionics and 
the weaponry is just out of this world. If you ever 
wonder why it takes a college graduate to fly a 
Phantom jet or any type of a aircraft in the Air 
Force, then take a look at some of its avionics. 
Understanding how the equipment operates, just to 
turn on the switches, takes an IQ of 140 to learn how 
at first. So that, so I had to learn how as I went 
along, you see. But to understand the systems itself 
is quite complex, and then to put 'em to good use is 
something else. 

9 Well anyway, at Davis-Monthan, or excuse me, at 
George I completed my training there and went over to 
Jungle Survival, where I went through a week of 
survival school, and they turned us loose out in the 
jungles and we had to make it back, the trek, the 
whole works. I met Arthur Godfrey out there by the 
way. There I was, all dirty and happened to meet 
Arthur God—I never thought I'd ever meet anybody, you 
know, here me a nobody Second Lieutenant. I met some 
celebrities there that came to cheer us up, and it 
was a great aid to us to know the people cared enough 
to come out there in the field where we were. 

10 Well anyway, after I completed Jungle Survival, 
I got aboard, I remember I got aboard a C-150 and 
tooled over to Ubon, Thailand. That's located up up 
in the northeast corner of Thailand. I can remember 
my first reactions when I got off the airplane when 
we landed at Thailand. It was dark outside. There 
weren't any aircraft flying any missions that day. 
The weather was clobbered-in and it was completely 
pitch black. And when I got off that airplane, I 
thought I was stepping into another world. I says to 
myself, "This is it," you know, "I'm going to be here 
for God knows how long." And it's not that I was 
reluctant to be there, it's just that I was a little 
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bit homesick. I'd never been away from home before. 
Id never been away from my wife, and I was a little 
bit apprehensive about, ah, what I was going to be 
doing there. And I didn't know whether I was coming 
back or not, so of course, everybody would have the 
apprehension or fear of the unknown and this is what 
it was. Even though I had been trained and knew what 
my job was to be, it was still a war zone and as a 
child, you know how you think about your, as a child 
it's a game to you, and I was in essence a child when 
I went there, because I was so inexperienced in any
thing military like, the whole works. I'd only been 
in the Air Force a little less than a year and a 
half, and here I was starting into a war zone and 
I'd been a civilian all my life prior to that point, 
and I was adjusting to military life and it takes 
quite a while to make the adjustment, and here I was 
going into war. 

11 Now you groimd pounder types, if any of you 
here, I see some young troops that were out in the mud 
in Vietnam, I've got, my hat's off to you. You guys 
really had it rough, you were sort of engaging into 
a survival situation all the years you were, all the 
year that you were there in Vietnam. I had it pretty 
nice there at Ubon, which I'll tell you about a little 
later. Anyway there I was full of apprehension, 
wondering what's going to happen to me next. And I 
remember getting off the bus carrying my big duffle 
bag and all my goodies, wanting to be assigned some
where and I went to the 0. Club. That was the first 
stop and everybody was there at the 0. Club, I mean 
the whole base, especially all the pilots were there 
at the Officer's Club drinking it up, having a good 
time. And I remember I walked in as a FNG, which 
means a new guy, and the guys accepted me with open 
arms. They welcomed me into their brotherhood, and 
it was, it was such an experience to, I've never been 
welcome like I had, like the welcome I had from these 
troops. They made me feel right at home. 

12 They took care of all my personal problems when 
I got therei getting me assigned a "hooch," a place to 
stay. They tried to tell me a little bit about what 
they were doing, trying to ease my mind, and this was 
such a great consolation to me and I tried to remember 
it. I did remember it when any new guys came in, I 
offered them the hand of welcome and to the brotherhood 
to make them feel at ease, to feel at home. This is 
the type of spirit that these people have over 
there. The war zone is, it's something that's hard to 
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describe. A lot of you people I'm sure, have been in 
the World War II or the Korean War and you know what 
I'm talking about. It's something I can't put into 
words, it's something that comes from the heart. 
Well we all had something in common and we all were 
like brothers, like I said. 

15 Anyway I got settled and this was, we were one 
of the first ones there to start flying missions into 
North Vietnam. I mean doing it hot and heavy. The 
war was accelerated at this point and everything was 
new. Hadn't had much experience at night fighting 
in the F-4 so it was up to my squadron, I was as
signed to 455rd Tactical Fighter Squadron, to develop 
the tactics. We were the pioneers of night flying, 
and if any of you pilots in here, anybody a pilot 
that flew in World War II by any chance? You know 
how difficult it is flying at night, period, when you 
first, especially when you're first learning, let's 
say. Well if you can imagine what it is, what it's 
like to be able to navigate to a point that's pitch 
black, no radio aids other than is carried in the 
aircraft, and be able to drop flares, find the tar
get, dispense your ordnance and come home with the 
mission complete, and actually lay all your bombs on 
the target. It's very difficult. It's dangerous if 
you don't know what you're doing, and that was our 
job to develop the tactics that we'd use in night 
flying. It was very interesting work. 

14 We had to learn from the old head, the old 
hanger-flying we'd call it. We'd go sidel up to the 
bar to an old head, you know, and we'd talk to him 
and see what he had to tell us that we could survive. 
This was an OJT type situation and this is true in 
any type of war when you're just developing new 
tactics. You kind of sidel up to a new guy and you 
kind of grab hold of his coat-tail and you hang on. 
The guy can teach you something. This is the way we 
learn, by word of mouth. A little later on we 
started writing things down, procedures, this sort of 
thing. 

15 To get a little on that line I'd like to tell 
you a few experiences I had. As a Instructor Pilot 
we try, we try as Instructor Pilots to stress using 
a checklist. A checklist just tells you, it's 
abbreviated dash-one you might say, it tells how the 
aircraft should be operated. And you refer to it 
because you haven't got a photographic mind and you're 
apt to make errors if you don't refer to it. Well 
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after about my fourth or fifth mission, I hadn't seen 
a whole lot of action in North Vietnam and I was 
wondering when I was going to start seeing the 
action. After my first mission I thought well this is 
going to be a piece of cake, only 99 to go and if 
it's all like this I'll be going home in seven 
months and I won't even get shot at. This is great 
you know. 

16 So I remember my first, about my fourth mission. 
I went with an old head, he had about 98 missions and 
we were flying a two ship flare drop. We were 
carrying two mark 82s and two pods of flares, 2.75 
flares, or, excuse me, rockets. And the number two 
ship, he was carrying flares and two mark 82s also 
and CBUs. We went over there, number two dropped the 
flares. We looked the situation over and decided that 
it's time to make a rocket attack. Nobody was 
shooting at us, wasn't any problem. It was over in 
package-one near the DMZ. We call it the sandbox at 
that time because nobody ever shot at us, so it was 
an easy counter we called it, that's for the new 
guys. The older guys wanted to get the harder 
missions, we were getting kind of fed up with not 
getting any good targets, you know, at first. 

17 Well anyway we pressed on over and I started 
reading the checklist like I was taught to do, to the 
AC you know, and he says, "Now Lt. I know the check
list." Well I shut up you know. I said, OK, he 
knows what he's doing, I'll just sort of sit back 
here and keep my mouth shut and watch. So he popped 
up to roll in on the target. About that time the 
flares went out so he had to make a blacked-out type 
of approach on the target, bomb delivery run. And he 
rolled in on the target and he got to his pickle 
altitude. He pickled what I thought was going to be 
bombs, and all of a sudden the whole world lit up and 
I thought we took an 85mm right in the nose. It 
shocked me real bad, here the, like lightning in the 
blacked out cockpit. He was looking outside with no 
instrument lights on. I was in the back seat on the 
instruments, and a trying to take the aircraft in 
case he gets vertigo or spatial disorientation. And 
he pickled off these rockets instead of the bombs and 
the whole world lit up, and we had two pods carrying 
nineteen rockets each, and we were supposed to have 
'em shoot off two at a time, have it in rockets pairs 
instead of in bombs all. So he had rockets all and 
he got rid of all of them. Anyway he came over the 
air, and I can't say just, tell you in here what he 
said, but he used some very colorful language, and I 
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did too. /Taughte^ I mumbled it to myself. It gave 
me quite a scare and that was quite humorous later on. 
It wasn't at the time though. I think I got about 
three gray hairs and lost twenty pounds on that par
ticular mission. 

Anyway, later on we started to get some better 
missions. We had the night fighting tactics developed 
to a precision, a fine point, and we started writing 
this stuff down so other people could benefit from it. 
We made our errors and we suffered the consequences, 
but we actually developed the night fighting tactics 
for other people to use. Then they shifted us to the 
day missions. And after flying about twenty missions 
at night they started shifting us to day missions and 
we couldn't see because of the sun, you know, we were 
used to flying all night missions, blacked out. 

19 So we pressed on, started to getting some real 
good missions, and you talk about fire works. I've 
never seen fire works other than on "Twelve 0* Clock 
High" and some of these war movies you see. I've 
never seen anything like it since these movies. We 

t went over there, I remember one particular mission 
was in package-three. We were going against a river 
that runs into Rhan Inlet near, it's a in package-
three, a point target that we were hitting, a bridge 
over in North Vietnam. It was south of Hanoi, quite 
a bit south of Hanoi, but they still had quite a bit 
of flak. They had 85s, I can remember looking at the 
flak chart. They had 85s, they had SAMs, they had 
57nim and 57inm, and it was just scattered or peppered 
all over the target area. Well we went into target 
with a four-ship. We rolled in, we were flying 
number two at the time. I was assigned to a 
permanent AC as such, an aircraft commander, who was, 
you might say, my boss. He had his job to do and I 
had my job to do. We rolled in and I can remember I 
was getting pretty good about that time of seeing 
where the anti-aircraft was coming and what to do 
about it. We have a procedure call "jinking." 
"Jinking" is, actually you jink away from the flak 
and into the missiles. And if you do this type of 
procedure the chances of getting hit are very slim, 
very slim. As a matter of fact, I figure I had a 
chance of, ninety-nine per cent chance of coming home, 
which is darn good and better than any war previous 
to that. And there's various reasons why, which I 
don't have time to get into. 

20 But anyway we rolled in, saw the flak coming at 
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us and what happened was, whenever you see the flak 
moving, the tracers moving on the canopy, he knows, 
you know that the flak isn't coming toward you, it 
isn't on a collision course. But if you see that 
tracer steady on that canopy, then you'd better do 
something about it and change course, because it's 
going to hit you and you've got several seconds to 
make a decision on which way to go. The barrage you 
do nothing about, but the actual tracking you've 
have a couple of seconds to get away from it. 

21 Well, we didn't have that much time for this one 
because we didn't see it soon enough and said, "Break 
right, flak nine o'clock." And that was when was in 
a left bank and I was looking right out the top of 
the canopy at it. So we broke right and we felt the 
thump on the aircraft, several thumps and we knew we 
were hit. And I happened for some reason, look out 
the right to see how bad things were and I saw a 
whole bunch of garbage coming off the aircraft and 
this really shook me up, you know. So the radio was 
garbaged-up because about the same time we took our 
hits, the number four man took hits. The back-
seater had to punch out. The AC was pressing the 
airplane out toward the Gulf of Tonkin so he might 
have to eject. He lost his radios about that time 
and then there was a, they were calling up the 
rescap to come out and get the back-seater. 

22 We were still trying to jink away from the anti
aircraft. We were down on the deck, I remember, 
sucking up rice in the intakes, we were that low. I 
couldn't get a word in edge wise to the AC to see 
whether he was dead or alive. He was kind of a short 
guy, which was kind of against me. I couldn't see his 
shoulders or his head, you know. I didn't know 
whether he scrunched down and whether he was breathing 
or not. I kept asking him, I remember, "How are your 
engines? How are the engines?" And I didn't get any 
response for him, and I remember we had an ejection 
handle that was between the legs and we just pull up 
on it and we go, it was a rocket-seat. We were 
supersonic on the deck, and I kept trying to strain to 
see the engines, all I had in the front seat was 
tachometers. I didn't know whether it was fire or 
what. In the back seat I had just tachometers, fire 
or what was happening in the front seat. So I was 
ready to go as soon as I heard, if I didn't hear 
anything or if the airplane started nosing down, which 
it had about a couple of inches to go before we'd hit 
the groimd. 
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^5 Well, I had my hand on that, one on the ejection 
handle and the other on the stick, cause I didn't want 
to touch the stick, because I didn't know whether he 
was flying or not. I was hoping he was, you know. So 
we pulled up about that time and I wiped the sweat off 
my brow and finally he says, "The engines are OK and 
it looks like everything's all right. I don't know 
how badly we're hit." We called number, the lead 
ship to come up and take a look at us. While he was 
coming up to take a look at us, and we decided well 
it's time to get rid of the wing tanks. So we 
punched 'em off right in his face. And he didn't 
appreciate it. He had a smart comment to say about 
it over the air. It come to find out though that we 
took, all the garbage I was seeing coming off the 
aircraft was actually from the wing tanks itself and 
the aircraft wasn't too badly shot up. 

24 And we limped home and I remember about that time 
I glanced down in the scope and I saw the number four 
man. We had a VC gap, it's called a VC, which is a 
velocity indicator, and he had a negative velocity. 
He was, we were supersonic at the time trying to catch 
him and it was still full pegged. He must have been 
mach-two, screaming, going in the wrong direction, 
because he had his, he was trying to get oriented 
because he lost all of his electrical equipment and 
no back-seater to tell him where to go. So we came, 
finally he got slowed down, we couldn't talk to him, 
and joined up on him and found out what the problem 
was, that he didn't think he had an engine. One of 
his engines was out, but I couldn't believe it, going 
mach-two, there ain't no way, you know. 

25 So we got up on the wing and he motioned that he 
was OK. He gave us this signal he's OK. So patted 
his shoulder, we got, he got on our wing and we led 
him back. And we found out in the back seat, by the 
way we picked up the back-seater, but we went over and 
looked at the aircraft and radar scope sits right in 
front of you, about six inches away from your chest, 
inside the radar scope was lodged an imexploded 57nmi 
shell! The head itself, you could reach in and twist 
it with your fingers. It went up through the aircraft 
itself, through the oxygen regulator and into the 
radar scope, and it jammed there and you could almost 
pull it out with your fingers. That's how close the 
kid bought it, he almost bought it. 

26 But he ejected supersonic. The aircraft does 
have a supersonic ejection capability. It's not 
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recommended, but if you have to go, you have to go, 
and this was one of the cases he had to go. And he 
was on the deck, right on the deck itself, supersonic 
when he punched out. His name was (name unreadable 
on the tape), I'll never forget it. They picked him 
up. They brought him down to Udorn, looked at him, 
saw he was, looked like he was OK, and they brought 
him by chopper out to the field itself and all the 
Squadron, the whole Wing was out there to meet him 
with a bottle of champagne, you know. Patting him on 
the back you know, and telling him, kind of reassure 
him that everything going to be OK, you know. And 
he was quite shook up, but he was OK, you know. He 
walking around, everything was fine. The next day he 
couldn't even get out of bed. It seemed that every 
ligament in his body was pulled, was strained. And 
he's, as far as I know, he's still in the hospital 
trying to heal from that, because of ejecting super
sonic , the forces imposed on you. But our equipment 
was so good that he was able to punch out on the 
deck, supersonic and survive. And that's the main 
thing, survival. 

27 And I've really got to hand it to the Air Force, 
buying the equipment that they have. This is the 
best as far as I'm concerned. We have the best 
equipment, and the best pilots, the best training in 
the world. And that's why that if the military, if 
the military had its full swing we could get the war 
over. We could get the war over and win it with a 
decisive victory. But one thing you have to bear in 
mind about this war is, it's not a war run by the 
military, which it shouldn't be. It should be run by 
civilians. Civilians are running this country, 
right? They should have control on the military. 
Not because the military's incompetent, but because 
you represent the military, you are our bosses, as 
such. I'm talking about the government. So that's 
the reason, if you're wondering, why we haven't got 
full run in Vietnam. This is one of the reasons. 
Now I'm not a political science major, I'm not a 
policy maker, I'm just a line pilot. I do my job. I 
have opinions like you have and I don't feel that I 
should impose my opinions on you because I don't have 
the big picture. 

28 I'd like to leave it open now, I think it's about 
time isn't it? I'd like to leave it open for ques
tions and answers, except bear in mind that like I 
said, I have my own opinions about things and I'm not 
going to tell you a half-truth, because I don't have 
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the big picture. I'll tell you what I know about the 
job and anything else, anything that I'm not sure of 
I'm just going to tell you that I can't that question. 
Maybe Major White might have some answers for you, I 
don't know, but right now I'd like to leave it open 
for some questions. Yes, sir? 

29 Q: I've heard that they wouldn't let the pilots 
handle the bombing raids, wouldn't let them hit any
thing of importance. Maybe they never made it 
further than that first milk run you were talking 
about, the ones that came back and told that. Did 
they bomb some strategic points? 

A: Well, sir, you've got to remember what our 
job is. Our job there in Vietnam, especially in North 
Vietnam, the missions there is interdiction, and the 
South, their job is close air support. In other 
words they protect the troops on the groimd. It's 
more of a brush warfare tjpe of aerial combat opera
tion. Do you understand what I mean? Ours was more 
strategic. We wanted to slow down the war and stop 
the supply trains through the Mu Gia Pass. The Navy 
had their job to do on the waters. And as far as not 
bombing important targets, I have to disagree with 
that completely. We had some very important targets. 
We didn't bomb cities because we weren't at war with 
the people, and what's the use in bombing the cities? 
There's no use in it. We had strategic military 
targets that we did bomb. They were on the outskirts 
of some of the cities. No maybe, the Viet Minh and 
the Vietnamese, they're not stupid, they're pretty 
sharp. They're smart people, they've been at war a 
long time, a heck of a lot longer than we have. They 
know what they're doing. They know about us not 
bombing cities. They knew we wouldn't, that's the 
only humane thing to do anyway, and they started 
moving their supplies into the city. Of course, we 
couldn't touch them, but we tried to separate areas, 
bomb the strategic points that we could get at. Get 
'em on the road, rolling stock, this sort of thing. 
Lot of reccon missions on getting the rolling stock 
after it pulled out of the cities, let's put it that 
way. In fact, as a matter of fact, I'll go even 
farther than that. At Kep Airfield there's some 
little towns scattered out, little hamlets. They used 
to station their MIGs there in the hamlets and we 
couldn't get at 'em. When it was ready to send 'em 
up they'd drive 'em out, tow 'em out from the hamlets 
and put 'em on a runway and go. And we'd have to get 
'em in the air. Does that answer your question, sir? 
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I'd like to leave this open for any type of discussion 
about the Air Force that I'm qualified to answer. 
Yes, sir? 

50 Q: What about Haiphong harbor, where they're 
shipping these things? 

A: Yes sir. Again the same thing here. This 
wasn't our job. The Navy's job was to bomb Haiphong 
and the "Thuds" took over that commitment a little 
later on. We never did that. Our job was in a cer
tain designated area, and Haiphong, it's the same 
thing here. We couldn't touch any ships in inter
national waters, like any Russian ships that come in 
or Dutch ships or any kind of ships you want to name, 
we didn't touch 'em. We knew they were there, we 
knew why they were there, but it was still inter
national ships and we weren't at war with Vietnam. 
It hadn't been a declared war, a world war type. So 
what we did there in Haiphong is the same thing as 
what we did in Hanoi. We bombed the outskirts, where 
we knew we had positive identification of a military 
target, like a steel mill, something of this sort, a 
storage area. And they knew that we were bombing 
there, they knew they had ample time to move out for 
instance. We didn't bomb any towns. I can't give 
you any instance, at least it never happened to me, 
that we ever, ever damaged any civilian property. I 
mean the civilian property in town itself. Does that 
answer your question, sir? 

51 Q: Yes. If there had a been a declared war, 
you mean they would of bombed the British ships and 
various other ships? 

A: Well it would been, what they would have done 
I can't answer, but would of been just like in World 
War II in Germany, I'm sure, Hamburg, the whole 
works, Frankfurt. Yes, sir? 

52 Q: One of the things that came out due to 
missiles, surface to air. How did, it seemed like 
there for a while they was some big talk about they 
was missing them all. So much inferior to our, or 
what was . . . 

us? 
A: You mean the SAMs, you mean as far as getting 

55 Q: Right. 

A: Gentlemen, I'd like to tell you a little bit 
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about missiles. For one thing, a pilot if he sees a 
missile he can get away from it. You name it, he can 
get away from it. The ones he don't see is the ones 
that gets him. You square on that? You understand 
what I m talking about here? If you can see it you 
Oink into 'em, you can get away from it. There's 
several reasons why, which I don't need to go into, 
but I had eight SAMs fired at me at one time on one 
of my missions in Vietnam. Eight SAMs! Now there's 
a reason why a couple of 'em didn't get me. It's 
not because there's nothing to do when they fire a 
volley of 'em at ya, and this the way they operate. 
The set up a, like they have two or three SAM sites 
and they have a center controller that's actually 
launching 'em at you, and they try to use it stra
tegically in order to catch you with the right 
parameters for the missile in order to get a kill. 
Now like I said, these missiles are, were not very 
good for several reasons. One reason is we developed 
an EGM, with is our counter measures. Electronic 
Counter Measures device to actually jam, not the 
missiles, but the tracking capability of the SAMs and 
this messed 'em up. Another thing is a, these SAMs 
were old. The Aircraft has quite a maneuvering 
capability even at high airspeed. But these SAMs were 
developed and designed for high altitude interception. 
We were low altitude and it's very hard to track with 
these SAMs. Just the same way it's very hard for us 
to track another aircraft and get a kill. The guy 
has to make a mistake to get a kill. So the SAMs 
posed no threat to us as far as being a major problem. 
And also we could get away from 'em because they 
weren't that maneuverable. So I wasn't too worried 
about the SAMs. It's the flak that bothered me the 
most. Yes, sir? 

5^ Q: Are you talking about the ground to air 
defense? What did they have in the way of an air to 
air defense, interceptors, MIGs? 

A: I was on Bolo One, you ever heard of that? 
The MIG sweep. We got seven MIGs in one day and two 
probables, and Col. Olds, I was on that mission. We 
wiped out fifty per cent of the capability on that 
mission. Fifty per cent of their MIGs, MIG 21s were 
knocked out. These were MIG 21s, by the way, that we 
went up against. This a, their aircraft will not 
engage F-4s. The F-4 is too superior, especially the 
pilots, you are far superior to the MIG 21. That's my 
estimation. This again, you have to realize that in 
certain parameters, at certain altitudes, at certain 
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airspeeds, the F-4 has a superiority over the MIG 21. 
In other parameters the MIG 21 has a superiority over 
the F-4, certain altitudes, certain airspeeds. Now 
what they try to do against us is suck us down to 
their parameters. It's called energy maneuverability 
curve or area, and it's our job to keep our Mach up 
and keep our altitude up and keep our eyes open and 
not let them suck us into that position. Now we 
sucked them so many times into our parameters, in our 
capability, or our energy maneuverability area, that 
they lost a lot of aircraft. So they finally got wise 
and decided not to engage it. Now the MIGs primary 
job there in North Vietnam was to stop the bombers 
from going into the target, make 'em drop their bombs 
over the course. You have to get rid of your bombs 
to engage a MIGs because you can't have all that 
excess weight. You have to be maneuverable. So what 
they did was, they attacked the "Thuds," the F-105, 
which was the back bone of the bombing in Vietnam, and 
they engaged 'em and when they dropped their ordnance, 
they disengaged. Their job wasn't to shoot down our 
aircraft, that was left to the gunners on the groimd. 
So they had air superiority on the groimd but not in 
the air. So we finally wound up doing the cap job. 
A cap is combat air patrol. We would fly between a 
flight of, two flights of "Thuds" and cap for 'em. 
If MIGs engage we'd get 'em off their back so they 
could make their target. Now this was the job of the 
MIG 21, like I said. Any other comments, or other 
questions? 

55 Q: Is the MIG 21 about as good as the Russians 
have, or ... 

A: It is a Russian aircraft. 

36 Q: Yes, but is it just about as good as they 
have at the present time? 

A: No sir, they got new aircraft. They have a 
newer fighters. It's sort of like having an F-4C and 
an F-4E, it's changed. I'm not familiar with any 
other aircraft, other than MIG 17 and MIG 21. I've 
read the dash-one and knew the capabilities of the 
aircraft. By the way gentlemen, if you have to leave 
just go ahead. We're running a little bit, if you 
like to stay, if some of you like to stay aroimd I|d 
be glad to answer any more of your questions, but if 
you have to leave, just press on. Well I was telling 
you about the MIG 21 is the only aircraft I'm really 
familiar with, ah, these new aircrafts, I don't know 
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anything about. I'd rather not even comment on 'em. 

"̂̂  - Q* Oapt. Gayer, what is your opinion of the 
danger to our troops caused by the bombing halt at the 
present time over North Vietnam? 

A: I would rather not comment on that, sir. 
Maoor White, would you like to say anything? 

{̂ ajor White: I think that's the safest approach. 
/Taughtei/ ^^ 

A: Any other questions? 

Major White: Maybe somebody out here would like 
to comment on it. I'd like to know, from a personal 
standpoint, what some people here may think of the 
administration's bombing pause. 

A: Yes, let's hear from you. That's right, good 
point. Anybody like to make a comment? 

58 . .Q- Don't you think we all have a tendency to 
criticize a lot of things that we don't know enough 
about? I think that any of us that would try to 
criticize would be putting ourselves in a vulnerable 
position. 

A: But it is your job. I mean, seriously 
people, your job as a civic-minded people, which you 
all are or you wouldn't be here today, to find out 
what's going on. I'm in more of a position in the 
military, I'm speaking of me in a blue-suit type, I'm 
in more of a position to learn about it because it 
affects me directly. To you, an austere war like 
Vietnam, which probably a lot of you feel the same way 
that I did about it before I went into the military, 
it doesn't affect me. We're going back to the Wilson 
isolationism, you know. What is a little coimtry like 
Vietnam got "to do with me? And this is the attitude 
a lot of people take. And what's even worse, a little 
knowledge can be dangerous. A lot of twinks, we like 
to call 'em, that're protesting this war in Vietnam. 
I believe in the right to protest but you can carry a 
good thing too far, and they don't know what's going 
on. They get together and mouth-off to each other and 
mouth-off to everybody else and this is what burns me 
up. This is not being civic minded. Legal protest, 
there's due processes to make protest and there's good 
ways of doing it. I like to put it this way: there's 
two kinds of bitchin', there's the good healthy 
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bitchin' and then there's the other kind. /Taughter/ 
And this other kind, this other kind does nothing but 
hurt the processes or really what's going on. Yes, 
sir? ' 

59 Q: It seems to me that the restriction of our 
combat activities in any way is not going to be an 
encouraging thing to help bring these people to the 
negotiating table in the light that will cause them to 
want to negotiate. And I wonder what sort of 
pressures are actually bringing to bear that lends 
Itself to that direction. It seems to me that we're 
kind of working in opposite directions a great deal, 
from what we're trying to get done. 

A: Well, I can make one comment. I'd like to 
say from personal observation, from seeing the 
Oriental mind and how it operates, remember two 
things about any war fought in the Far East. Number 
one, the patience of the Oriental mind. They've been 
at war twenty years, what's the hurry? Number two. 
Communism doctrine is control of the world by any 
means. And if you bear these two things in mind 
maybe you can get an idea of why they're in no hurry 
to negotiate. Let's put it this is, this is by the 
way observation. This is my own personal opinion. I 
mean an opinion I'm really not qualified to talk on, 
like I said, but I just had to tell you this. 
Another thing I've noticed from the Orientals, if you 
show a sign of weakness, they find that and they start 
digging. Now that's all I'd like to comment on the 
subject that you brought up, sir. Does that, does 
that kind of go along with your comments? Yes, sir? 

40 Q: What are the opinions of the people them
selves? That is the common people in Vietnam? 

A: The people in Vietnam? I don't know about 
the people in Vietnam themselves. I was associated 
with the Thais. The Thais are, I'll tell you a 
little bit about the Thais, which is, should be the 
same as Vietnam, but I'd have to, you'd have to talk 
to somebody that's been there, talk to 'em. The Thai 
people themselves, which is a pretty good cross 
section of the Middle East, since they are Chinese, 
Vietnamese, Cambodian, and sort of a mixed group. 
They're very nationalistic, they're proud people. The 
problem that's come into it is, ah, when we got there 
we started Americanizin' 'em. Now Americanization, 
and I use the word sort of ah, as a black, black-mark. 
A black, black word. A bad word. Americanization of 
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these people over there is what's happening to 'em is, 
their quality is lowering. Their standards are 
lowering and they're getting paid more to do nothing, 
which is common in an industrial society. We have our 
standards and our standard is set by each individual. 
Now the Thai people were kind of lowering their 
standards. They are very nationalistic, and I imagine 
the Vietnamese would have to be to keep up the war 
this long. So they're pretty gung-ho. They like 
Americans. They seriously like Americans because 
Americans have the same ideals they have, they want 
their freedom. The South Vietnamese are the same way. 
Now my opinion, again espousing opinion, from what 
I ve read is that the Viet Cong and the Viet Minh feel 
the same way we do, in that they're fighting for a 
cause and they're firm believers in that cause. But 
the trouble is we think, naturally, that they're 
wrong. They think that we're wrong. But they don't 
get the information that we get. They're not as 
educated as we are. Does that deviate from your com
ments too much, sir? Does that answer your question? 
Any other questions or comments? 

^1 All right. I thank you very much for giving me 
this opportunity to come and speak to you. I'd like 
to, to offer any time you'd like to have me back I 
would like to come back and talk to you. If you 
would like to get other opinions about the war and 
other missions and other aspects, you can get a hold 
of Reese Information and they'll be glad to contact 
someone else. Now this has been one side that I've 
presented to you about the air war in Vietnam. I was 
stationed at Thailand, like I said. I presented to 
you some of my comments, some of my opinions, which 
I've tried to state as opinions. I'm an individual 
like you are. I pay taxes like you do. I want the 
military to be the best, just like you do. But these 
opinions I have, being an American citizen number one, 
is just like you, and as some of 'em may be falla
cious you may not even agree with 'em. I've tried to 
state *em as such, and as far as a believing that we 
should be there, I'll tell you what I feel about it or 
how I feel. I have my volunteer statement in to go 
back anytime they want me. I'm ready to go back, I 
believe that much in it. I didn't at first, but I 
learned, and this is the way I feel. 

42 Q: With your stoppage of the war in North 
Vietnam, this could be the big problem right now be
cause of this stoppage, is this right? The buildup 
coming into Laos now, the buildup is there. Also 
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too. We need to get back up there, right? 

4->,̂^ ^' I'^^^a^^er not comment on that, sir. Are 
there any other questions? Thank you very much, 
gentlemen, for your patience, /ipplause/ 
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