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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTIOM 

George Orwell's 1984, Yevgeny Zamyatin's ;;̂ e, and 

Ira Levin's This Perfect Day are three representauive 

examples of modern anti-utopian novels. The Engli;.-;!: v̂ orx 

was completed in 1948 and published in 1949. VVe .s'as ccir--

pleted in 1920 and published in English in 1924; it has 

never appeared in print in Zamyatin's homeland of Russi.?i. 

The American novel was completed in 1969 and publishec^ in 

1970. 

The three are anti-utopian novels because rhey pre

sent the authors' concepts of hypothetical realities whicli 

they abhor. The United State in We and the Uni-Comp earth 

in This Perfect Day are societies v/hich could possibly be 

considered "Utopian" or ideal societies since each is, for 

the most part, socially harmonious and materially efficient 

Because these fictional realities depend upon repression 

of individual freedom to achieve universal unity c-nd well 

being, Zamyatin and Levin perceive thejxi as negative so

cieties. Tlias, their works are clearly anti-"utopian, " 

directed against a social order which, hypcthetically, 

could be construed as good. 

Orwell's Oceania, however, cannot be viewed, from 

any perspective, as a "utopian" or perfect society. Its 

social order is oligarchical and its economy is inefficient 



solely because the totalitarian regime desires to maintain 

the power it v/ields. in the appendix to Utopia and Its 

Enemies, "A Note on George Orwell and 1934," George Kateb 

explains that he has excluded the novel from his critical 

study because it does not present an opposing perspective 

to a social order which may be consider-d benevolent in 

some ways. 

Many critics have examined the problems of label

ing and of establishing formal and thematic criteria for 

diverse works sometimes called "anti-utopian." Fred L. 

Polak in The Image of the Future devises a system of ter

minology to describe dis-utopias, pseudo-utopias, semi-

Utopias, and negative Utopias.'^ George Woodcock utilizes 

the phrase "Utopias in negative" for the title of a discus

sion of W£, Brave New World, and 1984, although he refers 
3 

to these works as "anti-utopias" in the article. Northrop 

Frye categorizes these novels as "utopian satires." 

Eugene Weber claims that novels which are part of 

the anti-utopian genre use "utopian conventions to express 

a mood of dread and despair occasioned by the results or 

5 
the implications of Utopian dreams." In "The Fiction of 

Anti-Utopia," Irving Howe treats the problem of whether to 

classify such works by formal characteristics or by subject, 

theme, and intellectual content. He remarks, "The peculiar 

intensity of such fiction derives not so much from the hor

ror roused by a possible vision of the future, but from the 



writer's discovery that in facing the prospect of a future 

he had been trained to desire, he finds himself struck with 
r 

horror." Glen Negley and J. Max Patrick distinguish be

tween two basic types of utopian and, therefore, "anti-

Utopian" writing: speculative and satiric. Gordon Brovvn:̂ -

ing devises in Anti-Utopian Fiction: Definitions and• 

Standards a methodology for examining the genre based upon 

analyses of the writer's use of techniques of fiction and 
Q 

incorporation of Menippean satire. Thus, efforts to de

vise definitions and classification schemes for the variety 

of fiction loosely called "anti-utopian" comprise an en

tire field of study for critics. 

Having noted the central difference between the 

basically terrifying nature of Or̂ /zell's Oceania, on one 

hand, and the superficially benign nature of Zamyatin's 

United State and Levin's Uni-Comp earth, on the other, v;e 

may continue to call all three "anti-utopias" because the 

authors are opposed to the ultimate realities of the 

societies, regardless of their relative merits. 

The three most prevalent perspectives of the cen

tral novel in this paper, 1984, are that it is (a) a 

nightmare vision of future reality, (b) an interpretive 

history of twentieth century totalitarian societies and 

(c) a result cf the author's personal experiences and 

readings. Gaylord LeRoy assumes that Orwell's intent is 

to predict: "If this reading of the book is correct, if 



the satire of Nineteen-Eighty-Four reads . . . as the story, 

in breathtaking hyperbole, of the road down which current 

trends must inevitably take us, then it may be said that, 

. . . in the absence of any hint . . . as to how these 

trends may be resisted, lies the book's major weakness."^ 

In "The Structured Nightmare of 1984," which analyzes the 

dream imagery in the novel, Langdon Elsbree states that 

Orwell's work is a "powerful and horrifying image of v/hat 

any overcentralized economy might become." Agreeing with 

Wyndham Lewis's perception, as stated in The Writer and 

the Absolute, that 1984 is "a prophetic Wellsian nightmare 

of events in the future," Mark Hillegas in The Future As 

Nightmare traces the impact of H. C. Wells on Orv/ell's 

x:' ^ . 1 1 

fiction. Matthew Hodgart rashly claiins, "Orwell asks us 

to judge the book, not only on the grounds of humanity and 
wit, but on whether or not the world is going to be the 

12 

way It foretells." 

In his critical biography of Orwell, Richard 

Vorhees rigorously attacks the notion that 1984 is a specu-
13 

lation of the future. Perhaps John Atkins best captures 

the author's reasons for writing 1984: "In view of his 

growing absorption in the dominant aspects of the modern 

state it seemed natural he should ultimately give a pic

ture of the future state, the state toward which all others 

14 

were tending." Atkins believes that Orwell's observa

tion of his contemporary world provided the basis for his 



anti-Utopia: "He wished to rouse people to the danger in

herent in existing political tendencies.""^ Woodcock af

firms this interpretation of 1984: its "two aspects the 

satirical and the prophetic—are complementary; liistory 

has brought the indictment of the present and the warninq 

for the future so close in time and place that it is MO 

longer possible to divide them." 

That 1984 presents Orwell's commentary on twentieth 

century totalitarian states is a common approach for crit

ics. Irving Howe claims that Orwell "could make clear t:ie 

relationship between his model of total totalitarianism 

and the societies we know in our experience."""' Martin 

Kessler comments on the political st3:ucture of Oceania, 

"It is merely the twentieth-century totalitarian state 

made absolute by carrying the political principles of 

twentieth-century totalitarianism to their logical conclu--

18 
sion." In "George OrwelJ. and the Mad World," Ralph 

Ranald points out that 1984 is a picture of all traditional 

19 Western values, reversed ; this reversal, v/hich includes 

negation of human worth, is characteristic of such modern 

phenom.ena as Nazism in Germany and Stalinist purges in 

Russia. Phillip Rahv states that the materials of 1984 

are taken from the real world as we know it, from condi-II -. 

tions now prevailing in totalitarian nations, in particu-

20 
lar the communist nations, and potentially am.ong us too." 

Roberta Kalechofsky and Jeffrey Myers in separate critical 



works ill\3strate that Orwell used Russian history as a laoc.el 
21 

for many parts of: the novel . Others svr/.-mise that che 

author of 1984 v/as îlso concerned with movements tcvard 

totalitarianism, in England: Christopher KoIIic. for ex

ample, concludes, "It v/as the deterj'.oration of tho Encrlisi! 
22 

Socialist party . . . which he feared." 

Many critics believe that 1_9P.4_ i,s the vision ot a 

dying man. Others claim it is a product of Orwell's ex

periences in the Spanish civil war and as a jo^jmalist 

interacting with and observing proponents of a variety of 

political theories. In a comprehiensive study, Ge^ ,r-, -^,-'n 

Orv̂ ell and the Origins of 1984, V7i 11 iam Steinhoff provides 

analyses of the personal events and literary influen.ces 

23 

which shaped ana molded J.î_S4̂. 

Since this study includes an analysis of We, it is 

interesting to note the nuiTiber of critical works v/hich com

pare 1984 to Zamyatin's novel. Isaac Deutscher concludes 

that "Orwell borrowed the idea of 1984, the plot, the chief 

characters, the symbols, and the whole climate of his 
24 story" from W£. George Woodcock cites specific examples 

of Orwell's borrowings from Zam.yatin's anti-utopian 

25 

classic. Edward J. Brown in "Zamyatin and English Liter

ature" and D. J. Richards in "Four Utopias" treat exten

sively the similarities and differences between the two 

works. William Steinhoff provides the most comprehensive 

study of the relationship between 1984 and We; he concludes 
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that Zamyatin's novel was an important, but not overv̂ 'helm-

ingly major, source of 1984 since Orwell's work includes 

27 
many motifs not developed in We. 

Many of the elements discussed in the treatments 

of both 1984 and We_ have been treated at length in criti-
28 

cal studies. As yet, however, no thorough, systeiaatie 

analysis has been conducted from the perspective that these 

works are presentations of socially constructed and main

tained realities. 

The central focus of this study is that 1984 de

velops a cohesive fictional account of three interrelated 

processes: (a) those processes through -̂ '̂hich human ac

tivity, habitualization of actions, and institutionaliza

tion of behavior have produced a social order which be

comes an objective reality; (b) those processes through 

which this objective reality becomes a subjective reality 

for members of the society; and (c) those processes through 

which both the objective and the subjective reality of the 

social order is maintained. In addition the study illus

trates that many elements of Orvell's comprehensive treat

ment of how realities are created and maintained appear 

earlier in Zamyatin's We and subsequently in Levin's This 

Perfect Day. Thus, the v/orks of these three writers of 

different nationalities in three separate decades of the 

twentieth century demonstrate a recurring interest of 

novelists in examining in fiction the operations through 
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which human action creates and enforces for a society 

realities v/hich are difficult, if not impossible, to modify. 

As anti-utopian novels, 1984, V7e, and This Perfect 

Day describe societies which the authors deem negative. 

In these societies, Bii Irving Howe comments, "Reality is 

no longci ::;Oiacthing to be acknowledged or experienced or 

even trarsfor.r.ed; it is fabricated according to the need 

29 

of the state.' Orwell, Zamyatiii, and Levin present ac

counts of the processes which foster and sustain such 

anti-utopian realities so that we may choose actions wliich 

will lead to alternative realities and thus avert their 

horrible visions of life in regim.ented and controlled 

societies. 

The objective of this study, then, is to analyze 

1984, We, and This Perfect Day by applying to each of thern 

the principles of the social construction and maintenance 

of reality outlined by Peter L. Berger and Thom.as Luckmann 

in The Social Construction of Reality: A Treatise in the 

Sociology of Knowledge and, v/ithout analysis of either the 

principles involved or the literary excellence of these 

three books, to demonstrate that these novels are largely 

fictional accounts of the processes through which anti-

utopian social orders may become external realities and 

internalized realities for members of society. Implicit 

in the study is the argument that the concern of the au

thors to present such accounts of these processes determines 



much of the substance, structure, tone, and method of char

acterization of the novels. The study also contains, by 

its very nature, comparative observations on the influence 

of the different cultures of these three v/riters as they 

respond to conditions of life dictated by human action and 

thought as they apparently becom.e more colJ.ective and 

standardized. 



CHAPTER II 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE SOCIOLOGY OF KJNTOWLEDGE: 

BACKGROUND FOR AN ANALYSIS OF THE 

SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF RK^.LITY 

Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luchrrar-jn' s The Soeia'l 

Construction of Reality: A Treatise in the Sociology of 

Knowledge, an analysis of which will serve as the format 

for exaiTiining the anti-utopias of Orwell, Zamyatin, arid 

Levin, is, as its subtitle indicates, a document in a 

specific discipline. The sociology of knowledge is a con

cern of both philosophers and sociologists, as well as of 

a number of other behavioral scientists. As a discipline 

it seeks to determine the relationship between (a) what 

is taken for "knowledge" in a society, including "ideas, 

ideologies, juristic and ethical beliefs, philosophy, 

science [and] technology," and (b) the structure and ac

tivities of that society, including "social position, 

class, generation, occupational role, mode of production, 

group structures . . . , 'historical situation,' interests, 

. . . ethnic affiliation, social mobility, power structure, 

[and] social processes." In other words, the sociology 

of knowledge attempts to answer two basic questions: Does 

society, as structure and as human activity, determine in 

any way "knowledge"? and if so, to what extent does society 

determine "knowledge"? An understanding of this discipline 

10 
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should enhance, then, a deeper understanding of "the 

sociology of reality" expressed in Berger and Luckmann's 

book and its use in 1984, We, and This Perfect Day. 

Karl Marx is generally considered the first person 

to formulate a general concept of the sociology of knov/l-

edge. In the introduction to his "Critique of Political 

Economy" written in 1859, Marx states, "It is not the con

sciousness of men which determines their existence, but 

on the contrary it is their social existence which deter-
2 

mines their consciousness." Marx, of course, equates 

social existence with economic class and utilized his 

theory as a basis for attacking and debunking the concepts 

of the bourgeois, which he believes are products of middle 

class interests and lifestyles. He deduces that the eco

nomic system of capitalisrri engenders a philosophy of capi

talism which is a culturally determined, arbitrary ideol

ogy or as he calls it a "false consciousness," Thus Marx 

limits the base of the sociology of knowledge to economic 

activity which produces the ideology of one class. 

Karl Mannheim, the first writer to develop a sys

tematic approach to the sociology of knowledge, broadens 

both the range of possible societal causes of thought and 

the scope of "knowledge" which he considers to be affected 

by these determinants. He agrees with Marx that ideology, 

ideas which act as weapons for social interests, are pro

ducts of the activity of any group: "The ideological 
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element in human thought . . . is always bound up v/ith the 

existing life-situation of the thinker. According to this 

view human thought arises, and operates, not in a social 
3 

vacuum but in a definite social milieu." In Ideology and 

Utopia, Mannheim proposes that not only ideologies but 

possibly al l "knowledge," even v/hat is taken as truth, m̂ay 

be a product of the social and historical base from which 

i t emerges: 
The sociology of knowledge is closely related to, 
but increasingly distinguishable from, the theory 
of ideology, which has also emerged and developed 
in our time. The study of ideologies has made it 
its task to unmask the more or less conscious de
ceptions and disguises of human interest groups, 
particularly those of political parties. The 
sociology of knowledge is concerned not so much 
with distortions due to a deliberate effort to 
deceive as with the varying ways in which objects 
present them.selves to the subject according to 
the differences in social settings. Thus, mental 
structures are inevitably differently formed in 
different social and historical settings.^ 

Mannheim called his relativistic interpretation "relation-

ism" and stated that man could reach nearer to the truth 

of an object or phenomenon by gaining multiple perspectives. 

In The Elem.entary Forms of the Religious Life, 

Emile Durkheim claimed that the temporal and spatial cate

gories by which man perceives his environirient are products 

of the collective activities and organization of a society. 

Thus he states that not only ideologies and perceptions 

of the world are influenced by society, but also that the 

manner in which we perceive is socially determined. Accord

ing to Lewis Coser, "Finally, George Herbert Mead's social 
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behaviorism, with its insistence that mind itself is a 

social product and is of social origin, provided the social 

psychological basis for some of the assertions of previous 

5 
theorists." From ideology to knowledge to truth to the 

categories of the mind to the mind itself, sociologists of 

knowledge have claimed a social origin. 

The statements by and about the sociologists of 

knowledge cited herein lead to a somewhat distorted view 

of the discipline and, as they are quoted out of the whole 
r: 

context, of the theories of each individual writer. The 

statements were chosen to present only the determinist or 

causalist tendency in this discipline because it is as

sumed as the basis for Berger and Luckmann's treatise. 

The principles enunciated in The Social Construction 

of Reality, which will be applied to the analyses of 1984, 

We, and This Perfect Day, begin with the premises of the 

determinist school of the sociology of knowledge that both 

the perception of the objective world around man and the 

way in which he internalizes this world are products of his 

social existence. 



CHAPTER III 

AN ANALYSIS OF THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION 

OF REALITY 

^ 

In The Social Construction of Reality: A Treatise 

in the Sociology of Knowledge, Peter L. Berger and Thomas 

Luckmann propose a theoretical system to explain the m.anner 

in which the totality of everyday life becomes an objec

tive reality and how this reality becomes for the individual 

a subjective reality. Their system is a thorough analysis 

of the processes whereby these realities are created and 

maintained in general society. They also provide in illus

trations of their theories special commentaries on societies 

of all types, those which are primitive and those v/hich are 

complex, those loosely organized and those regimiented, 

those regulative without force and those coercive. 

An explication of their treatise which will form 

the basis for an approach to anti-utopian fiction will 

necessarily be selective. This explication utilizes theo

retical information about society in general for the most 

part, but it also concentrates somewhat on that about 

societies which are complex, regimented, and coercive. 

Berger and Luckm.ann's general theory remains in

tact; elements are, however, manipulated to create a format 

for discussion of 1984, We, and This Perfect Day. The ma

terial in this chapter is divided by section headings (some 

14 



15 

directly from The Social Construction of Reality and others 

synthesized from its conceptualizations). These section 

headings v/ill appear in each of the three subsequent chap

ters treating an anti-utopian novel to serve as indexing 

devices. 

In the introduction to their treatise, Berger and 

Luckmann (a) state the general rationale for a sociology 

of knowledge, (b) trace the background of their inquiry, 

(c) define the differences between their approach and 

those of their predecessors, and (d) outline the basic 

perspective of their study. 

As do most writers in the sociology of kno.vledge, 

they begin v/ith the recognition of social relativity: 

"What is 'real' to a Tibetan monk may not be 'real' to an 

•k 

American businessman" (p. 3). The authors arrive at the 

standard questioning perspective of the discipline: "The 

sociologist is forced to ask . . . whether the difference 

between . . . two 'realities' may not be understood in re

lation to various differences between two societies" (p. 2). 

They, thus, concur that the common point of examination for 

the sociology of knowledge is "the relationship between 

human thought and the social context within which it arises" 

(p. 4). 
*A11 references are to the Anchor paperback edition 

of Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann, The Social Con
struction of Reality: A Treatise in the Sociology of Knowl
edge (Garden City, New York: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 
1967) and are cited in the text. 
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In tracing the antecedents of their treatise, they 

give credit to many of the major authors cited in Chapter 

II of this study, especially Marx, Durkheim, and Mead. 

•They also acknowledge indebtedness to Alfred Schutz for 

his statement of the necessity for broadening the defini

tion of the sociology of knowledge. Berger and Luckmann 

summarize the efforts of their predecessors as having two 

somewhat limited directions: "the interest of the sociol

ogy of knov/ledge has been on epistemological questions on 

the theoretical level, on questions of intellectual history 

on the empirical level" (p. 13). 

Their study intends to expand these concerns. First, 

they disclaim, a focus upon epistemological questions. Their 

definitions of key terminology are sociological rather than 

philosophical. In their usage, "reality" is "a quality ap

pertaining to phenomena that we recognize as having a be

ing independent of our own volition (we cannot 'wish them 

away')" and knov/ledge is "the certainty that phenomena are 

real and that they possess specific characteristics (p. 1) . 

They clarify the sociological perspective of their approach 

by stating their emphasis upon the examination of "v/hatever 

passes for 'knowledge' in a society, regardless of the ul

timate validity or invalidity (by whatever criteria) of 

such 'knowledge'" (p. 3). 

Second, Berger and Luckmann intend to examine more 

than intellectual history, the connections between ideas 
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and historical settings; their concentration is upon "com-

monsense 'knowledge' rather than 'ideas.'" Again they 

point out their broad-based sociological perspective: "It 

is precisely this [commonsense] 'knowledge' that consti

tutes the fabric of meanings without which no society could 

exist" (p. 15). 

The authors do not denigrate the efforts of episte-

mologists and historians who examine "reality" and "knowl

edge" from their particular perspectives of the sociology 

of knowledge. They merely state that their own definitions 

and perspecitive will be more sociological (after the intro

duction, Berger and Luckmann discontinue the use of quota

tion marks for "reality" and "knowledge" since they specify 

the meanings of these terms in the context of their treatise) 

Utilizing their differentiated definitions, Berger 

and Luckmann concentrate upon the processes through which 

"knowledge" becomes social "reality": "insofar as all 

human 'knowledge' is developed, transmitted and maintained 

in social situations, the sociology of knowledge must seek 

to understand the processes by which this is done in such 

a way that a taken-for-granted 'reality' congeals for the 

man in the street. In other words, . . . the sociology of 

knowledge is concerned with the analysis of the social con

struction of reality" (p. 3). Specifically, how human 

activity creates "reality" within a society becomes the 

question which Berger and Luckm.ann's study attempts to an

alyze. 

:::̂ SL 
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Corollary questions also arise in the introduction 

which are particularly germane to this study: how is it 

that "the notion of 'freedom' has come to be taken for 

granted in one society and not in another, . . . its 

•reality' is maintained in the one society and . . . this 

'reality' m.ay once again be lost to an individual or to an 

entire collectivity"? (p. 3). Thus, The Social Construc

tion of Reality seeks to explain not only the processes of 

the creation of social realities, but also the processes 

of maintenance and modification of them. 

Objective Reality 

Within the reality of everyday life, phencn̂ .ena, 

objects, and social order appear to the individual as ob

jective reality; they are independent of his volition. 

Everyday life seems ordered: "Its phenomena are pre

arranged in patterns that seem to be independent of my 

apprehension of them and that impose themselves upon the 

latter. The reality of everyday life appears already ob

jectified, . . . constituted by an order of objects that 

have been designated a^ objects before my appearance on the 

scene" (pp. 21-22). 

So too, social order itself appears as a segment 

of the objective reality of everyday life. Social reality 

is composed of both a spectrum of other people from those 

the individual is involved with regularly to those who are 

"anonymous abstractions" and his "recurrent patterns of 
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interaction" with this spectrum (p. 33) . 

Human Activity 

Berger and Luckmann state specifically that social 

order as part of objective reality is created by human 

activity: "Both in its genesis (social order is the re

sult of past hum.an activity) and its existence in any in

stant of time (social order exists only and insofar as 

human activity continues to produce it) it is a human 

product" (p. 52) . 

Limiting Choices of Activity: Insti
tutionalization and Routines 

After defining the elements of social order and 

declaring it a consequence of human activity, Berger and 

Luckmann state the necessity for an examination of the 

processes through which it becomes an objective reality: 

"To understand the causes . . . for the emergence, main

tenance, and transmission of a social order one must under

take an analysis that eventuates in a theory of institu

tionalization" (p. 52). 

Their theory of institutionalization begins with 

the premise that "All human activity is subject to habitu

alization" (p. 53) . Initially any set of human beings 

faced with a new task has choices of many possibilities of 

activities for achieving a goal. Whatever procedure the 

group chooses, if repeated frequently, may become patterned 

This procedure may be adopted again, if it is successful. 
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for future tasks of the same or similar nature. Thus for 

this set of people or society whose behavior becomes ha

bitual, "choices are narrowed" (p. 53). Repeated activity 

patterns tend to become permanent: "routines . . . [are] 

the essence of institutionalization" (p. 149) . 

As patterns of habit become fixed, the possibility 

of alternative actions lessens: "Institutions . . . con

trol human conduct by setting up predefined patterns of 

conduct . . . as against the many other directions that 

would be theoretically possible" (p. 55) . How thorough 

the limiting process becomes is dependent upon the quantity 

of human activity that becomes institutionalized: "The 

more conduct is institutionalized, the more predictable 

and thus the more controlled it becomes. . . . The more 

. . . conduct is taken for granted, the more possible al

ternatives to the institutional 'programs' will recede, 

and the more predictable and controlled conduct will be" 

(p. 62) . The authors state that the key question of the 

scope of institutionalization is: "how large is the sector 

of institutionalized activity as compared v.dth the sector 

that is left uninstitutionalized?" (p. 79). By filling 

the individual's time with activities that support its 

goals and, thus, ruling out alternative behavior which com

petes with its purposes, an institution can gain control 

of life patterns. 
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"The Only Possible World": Order 
Without Memory or History 

The original set of actors choosing a pattern of 

action (even if it becomes habit) knows there are other 

choices of action. However, for succeeding generations, 

habitualized modes may appear to be historical institutions: 

"For the children, the parentally transmitted world is not 

fully transparent. Since they had no part in shaping it, 

it confronts them as a given reality" (p. 59). An insti

tution appears to the members of a nev/ generation as "un

alterable and self evident" because they were not respon

sible for its construction nor are they aware that human 

choice of activity generated it. 

The composite of institutions and the general 

societal order may be considered by the child as the only 

possible world: "man is capable of producing a world that 

he then experiences as something other than a human product" 

(p. 61) . TO him, this pattern may seem inexorably the way 

things are. 

Berger and Luckmann's statement of the objective 

reality of the world is not quite as grim as it m.ay appear 

at first. They comment specifically that the process is 

not absolute: "The decisive question is whether . . . 

[the individual] still retains the awareness that, however 

objectivated, the social world was made by men-and, there

fore, can be remade by them" (p. 89). An individual's ac

cess to this awareness lies within three discrete entities: 

L. 
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his own memory, if he took part in the formation of an in

stitution; the memories of others, if they took part in or 

have correct knowledge of the formation of an institution; 

and history, if it reflects accurately the formation of an 

institution (is this fact alone not enough to justify his

tory as a discipline for general study?). 

Eliminating alternative perspectives of the way 

things are may require eliminating or altering memory and 

history since, for a member of a nev/ generation, "An in

stitutional world . . . is experienced as an objective 

reality. It has a history that antedates the individual's 

birth and is not accessible to his biographical recollec

tion" (p. 60) . 

Berger and Luckmann emphasize the role of histori

cal information in the comprehension of reality: "It is 

impossible to understand an institution adequately without 

an understanding of the historical process in which it v/as 

produced" (pp. 54-55). More frightening, however, is their 

statement that "The past history of the society can be re

interpreted v/ithout necessarily upsetting the institutional 

order" (p. 69) . If it is true that history may be altered 

without repercussions, then an individual could possibly 

never have a method of knowing correctly the processes 

which created the reality and, thereby, have no choices of 

a viable alternative to it. 

L. 



23 

Symbolization of Objective Reality 

Roles 

Within a social order as an objective reality, 

roles (which Berger and Luckmann state are products of the 

process of "typification," whereby others are viewed as 

types rather than as subjective consciousnesses) reinforce 

the solidity of institutions: "As soon as aetors are typi

fied as role performers, their conduct is ipso facto sus

ceptible to enforcement- Compliance and non-compliance 

with socially defined role standards ceases to be optional" 

(p. 74) . As a part of the process of institutionalization, 

roles and role definitions are controlling mechanisms of 

behavior. 

Roles may illustrate the order of a society itself; 

indeed "Some roles have no functions other than symbolic 

representation of the institutional order" (p. 76) . Roles 

are classified within a society in both small, segmented 

organizing patterns and larger units. A truck mechanic, 

for example, is part of the subsociety of truck mechanics, 

the larger subsociety of mechanics, and the even more gen

eral subsociety of "blue collar workers" a grouping which 

in American society has a definite position in the order 

of the society in general. 

Physical Objects 

Berger and Luckmann specify that institutions may 

be objectified in a number of ways other than typified 
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activities or roles. Institutions "may be symbolically 

represented by physical objects" (p. 75). The variety of 

these objects is almost limitless; the array includes 

clothing, posters, and buildings. 

Verbal and Written Messages 

Institutions may affirm their presence through 

verbal and written language; the verbal segment may be 

transmitted either directly in face-to-face situations or 

electronically through mass media. The message of inscitu--

tions "tend to become simplified in the process of trans

mission, so that the given collection of institutional 

'formulae' can be readily learned and m.emorized by succes

sive generations" (p. 70) . Naturally the more frequently 

these formulae appear in the objective reality, the greater 

is their impact. Of course, other, more sophisticated 

linguistic objectifications such as explicit theories and 

propaganda are also usually generated by institutions. 

Ritual 

The individual's perception of the institution 

often needs to be reinforced: "'knowledge' may have to be 

reaffirmed through symbolic objects . . . and/or symbolic 

actions (. . . ritual)" (p. 71). Precisely because they 

are not within the typical routine of an institution, 

these special and specialized activities, and their accomt-

panying paraphernalia are effective devices for reminding 
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the member of the presence of the institutional reality. 

Language 

Language itself deteinnines the perspective of ob

jective reality, according to Berger and Luckmann: "Every

day life is, above all, life with and by means of the lan

guage I share with my fellowmen" (p. 37) . For the clnild 

experiencing the already existent world, "A thing ^ what 

it is called, and it could not be called anything else" 

(p. 59) . The possibility for control within Berger and 

Luckmann's interpretation of the power of language is 

without bounds: "semantic fields . . . [determine] what 

will be retained and what 'forgotten' of the total experi

ence of both the individual and the society" (p. 41) . 

In a generalization on the process through ŵ hich 

the individual internalizes the objective reality of society, 

the authors claim that "language constitutes both the most 

important content and the most important instrument of 

socialization" (p. 133) . Thus an institution which can 

control the semantics of current language, create new words 

which reflect the perspective of the institution, and/or 

eliminate language which does not support the purposes of 

its order can control behavior. Since language is a prod

uct of human beings, this feat is at least theoretically 

possible. 
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Distribution of Labor and Kjiowledae 

The distribution of labor and knowledge may effec

tively order reality for the individual: "By virtue of the 

roles he plays the individual is inducted into specific 

areas of socially objectivated knowledge" (p. 76). The 

stock of knowledge within a society is divided into two 

basic parts: "what is generally relevant and what is rele

vant only to specific roles" (p. 77). Obviously in an in

creasingly technological world, knowledge of one's specific 

role is usually greater than knowledge of others' specific 

roles and knowledge of the general workings of society: 

"Although the social stock of knowledge appresents the 

everyday world in an integrated manner, differentiated 

according to zones of familiarity and remoteness, it leaves 

the totality of that world opaque" (p. 44). 

Those who control the distribution of meanings of 

institutional activity may choose to communicate this 

knowledge selectively: "Some of this 'knowledge' is deemed 

relevant to all, some only to certain types" (p. 70) . If 

this controlling group 

requires various special privileges and recognitions 
from the larger society, there is the problem of 
keeping out the outsiders and at the same time hav
ing them acknowledge the legitimacy of this proce
dure. This is done through various techniques of 
intimidation, rational and irrational propaganda 
(appealing to the outsiders' interests and to their 
emotions), mystification and, generally the manipu
lation of prestige symbols. The insiders on the 
other hand have to be kept in (p. 87) . 

L^ 
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Subjective Reality 

After developing a theoretical explanation of ob

jective reality and its components created through the 

process of institutionalization and distribution of knowl

edge, Berger and Luckmann discuss systematically society 

as a subjective reality; they begin with a theory of hov/ 

reality is internalized: "socialization . . . may . . . 

be defined as the comprehensive and consistent induction 

of an individual into the objective v/orld of a society or 

a sector of it" (p. 130) . The authors subsequently explain 

three separate socialization processes: primary socializa

tion, secondary socialization, and alternation (the latter 

two will be discussed briefly in the context of other mat

ters) . 

Primary Socialization 

In primary socialization, children are indoctrinated 

into the social order in a highly emotional setting by those 

who have almost total control of the process: 

Since the child has no choice in the selection of 
his significant others, his identification with 
them is quasi-automatic. For the same reasori, 
his internalization of their particular reality 
is quasi-inevitable. The child does not inter
nalize the world of his significant others as one 
of many possible others. He internalizes it as 
the world, the only existent and only conceiv
able world, the world tout court, (p. 134) 

Successful Socialization 

Once a symbolic universe, which is the complex of 

meanings of objective societal order and of subjective 
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reality, is internalized, an individual experiences safety: 

"it 'puts everything in its right place.' what is more, 

whenever one strays from the consciousness of this order 

. . . , the symbolic universe allov/s one 'to return to 

reality'—namely, to the reality of everyday life" (p. 98). 

-Nightmares, confrontations with the heretical, and all en

counters with the bizarre are mitigated by the internaliza

tion of a symbolic universe as a home base of safety; the 

individual living in accord with this universe "can view 

himself as repeating a sequence that is given in 'the na

ture of things.' . . . That is, he can reassure him.self that 

he is living 'correctly'" (pp. 99-100). 

Unsuccessful Socialization and Deviancy 

When an individual rejects institutional order, he 

rejects safety: "To be anemic, therefore, means to be de

prived of this shield and to be exposed, alone, to the on

slaught of nightmare" (p. 102). Obviously the anomdc in

dividual, still surrounded by the totality of the institu

tional order and all its objective significations he rejects, 

feels an alien—a stranger in a strange land. 

The deviant individual automatically is frighten

ing to a society because he rejects the official version 

of the world and often proposes a deviant reality: "The 

appearance of an alternative symbolic universe poses a 

threat because its very existence demonstrates empirically 

that one's own universe is less than inevitable" (p. 108). 
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Alternatives become increasingly threatening when "any 

such deviant individuals congregate in socially durable 

groups" (p. 166). 

Control Mechanisms 

Power 

The general society is then, of necessity, required 

to insure its safety through control mechanisms: "insti

tutional meanings must be impressed powerfully and unfor

gettably upon the consciousness of the individual" (p. 70). 

Power is often the deciding factor in enforcing one of two 

opposing symbolic universes; in some instances, "Those who 

occupy the decisive power positions are ready to use their 

power to impose the traditional definitions of reality on 

the population under their authority. Potentially competi

tive conceptualizations of the universe are liquidated as 

soon as they appear" (p. 121). 

Segregation 

Other options are open to the power structure. 

Actual or potential heretical groups may "be segregated 

within the society and thus made innocuous as far as the 

traditional monopoly is concerned" (p. 121) . Segregation 

does not necessarily entail incarceration; the process may 

simply imply labeling these groups "off-limits" and thus 

isolating them from communication and interaction. 
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Maintenance Organizations 

Social organizations whose specific purpose is to 

maintain institutional order may be created. For example, 

"definitions of reality may be enforced by the police" 

(p. 119). Secondary socialization often involves creation 

of a social organization since it is the process in v/hich 

the individual internalizes new or different segments of 

social reality than those he internalized during process 

of primary socialization in childhood: "In cases of very 

high complexity specialized agencies for secondary sociali

zation may have to be developed with full-time personnel 

specially trained for the educational tasks in question" 

(p. 146) . Even recreational and similar groups may have 

as a secondary purpose teaching and indoctrinating indi

viduals into a social reality. 

Another control mechanism for maintenance of a 

subjective reality may be achieved through the legitima

tion or the justification of the meaning of the order of 

things; in extremely sophisticated societies an agency may 

also be initiated to generate these defenses of a social 

reality (p. 118). An agency with this function serves as 

the "public relations" department of an institutional 

order. 
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Elimination of the Threat of 
Alternative Realities 

A controlling group has two non-violent procedures 

for dealing with challenges. First the institution or 

society may mitigate threatening ideologies "by assigning 

an inferior ontological status to all definitions existing 

outside the symbolic universe" it advocates (p. 115). In 

other words, the power structure may convince the members 

of a society that opposing conceptual realities are unac

ceptable because they are barbaric or ignorant perspectives. 

The second method is not mentioned specifically by 

Berger and Luckmann, although they discuss a procedure in 

which the "final goal . . . is to incorporate the deviant 

conceptions within one's ov/n universe, and thereby liqui

date them ultimately" (p. 115). This second method serves 

to entrap those seeking an alternative reality. The con

trolling group has the option of covertly creating an op

posing reality to lure those who are not fully socialized 

into the open. By setting up decoy individuals or organi

zations which seemingly advocate an opposing system but 

actually function as agents or agencies of the existing 

order, the controlling group can identify deviants and then 

select a treatm.ent for them. 

Therapy 

Berger and Luckmann point out that therapy is an

other alternative for dealing with deviancy: "there must 
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. . . be procedures by which . . . meanings can be reim-

pressed and rememorized, if necessary by coercive and gen

erally unpleasant means" (p. 70) . The process which they 

define as alternation (indoctrinating an individual into a 

new, completely different society than that internalized 

during primary socialization) may also be used as therapy, 

particularly as a method of re-socialization of the in

dividual into the original reality which he has abandoned 

for a deviant one. The initial requirement is "segregation 

of the individual from the 'inhabitants of . . . the world 

the individual inhabited' before" (p. 158) . Also necessary 

is "the abandonment or repudiation of all alternative 

realities" (p. 159) . There must be for the individual "In 

addition to . . . [the] reinterpretation iri toto . . . par

ticular reinterpretations of past events and persons with 

past significance" (p. 160). 

Techniques of intensive socialization may also 

heighten the effects of re-socialization "in the course of 

which the individual comes to commit himself fully to the 

reality that is being internalized. . . . The readiness to 

sacrifice oneself . . . is the final consequence of this 

type of socialization" (p. 145). The more the facilitator 

of the re-socialization process is like the "significant 

others" who have conducted primary socialization for the 

child, the more emotionally charged and thus productive 

will be the re-socialization: "No radical transformation 
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of subject ive r e a l i t y . . . i s poss ib le without such iden

t i f i c a t i o n , which r e p l i c a t e s childhood experiences of 

emotional dependency on s i g n i f i c a n t o thers" (p. 157). The 

methodology of such a process p a r a l l e l s c losely tha t which 

in modern soc i e ty i s ca l l ed brainwashing. 

The major elements of a theory of how r e a l i t y i s -

social ly constructed, appear in the f i c t i ona l na r ra t ives of 

1984, We, and This Perfec t Day. The soc i e t i e s of Oceania, 

the United S t a t e , and UniComp Eartli are c rea t ions of human 

ac t iv i ty which appear to t h e i r members as the only or, a t 

minimum, b e s t p o s s i b l e worlds. The object ive r e a l i t y of 

each soc ie ty has become i n t e r n a l i z e d , with few exceptions, 

by i t s populace. The con t ro l l i ng group of each society 

has implemented mechani.sms for deal ing with challenges to 

i t s bas i c p e r s p e c t i v e s . The h e r e t i c or deviant , the hero 

of the an t i - u top i an novel , finds t ha t the r e a l i t y of h i s 

society i s r e s i s t a n t — a t times impervious—to change. 

Thus, the b a s i c ou t l i ne of t h i s expl ica t ion of 

Berger and Luckmann's t r e a t i s e w i l l serve as an ana ly t i ca l 

format for r e - i n t e r p r e t i n g these an t i -u topian novels as 

f i c t i ona l accounts of s o c i a l l y constructed worlds. 
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CILAPTER IV 

OCEANIA: A SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED REĴ XITY 

Objective Reality 

An analysis of 1984 as a statem.ent of how reality 

is socially constructed presents one special problem. The 

Inner Party seek,s to control not only the individual's 

perspective of social reality, but also his apprehension 

of phenomena usually considered as "natural "—outside the 

parameters of human control. This ruling group's premise 

is that reality exists only in the mind. If the Inner 

Party can control the consciousness of the individual, it 

can make him. believe, for example, that two plus tv/o equals 

five or that it is raining when no rain is falling. 

This special problem wdll be discussed fully in 

subsequent sections of this chapter. Initially, this chap

ter v/ill treat "objective reality" as the social order of 

Oceania and will analyze the v/ays in which this order was 

created and maintained. 

Human Activity 

Two sources appear in the novel which explain the 

creation of the social order of Oceania and the general 

condition of the world. The first, Immanuel Goldstein's 

The Theory and Practice of Oligarchical Collectivism, pro

vides a history of the formation of v/orld society as it 
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exists in 1984. This history may he partially apocryphal 

since it was actually written by m.eyoers of the Inner Party. 

Although O'Brien states .that Goldstein's treatise contains 

many false ideologies and predictions, we may assume that 

its general outline of the hiiman activity that produced 

current conditions is fairly accurate. 

In Chapter 1, "IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH," there are 

references to the "revolutionary period of the Fifties and 
* 

Sixties" (p. 207) . Afterward a nev/ society in Oceania 

was formed. The ruling class, the Inner Party, totals 

six million people or two percent of the population of 

Oceania. The middle group, the Outer Party, v/hich admin

isters the policies of the Inner Party and staffs its bureau 

cratic systems, comprises thirteen percent of the populus. 

The largest group (eighity-five percent) is composed of fhe 

"proles" or common v/orkers. 

The Inner and Outer Parties, through their actions 

and policies, rule Oceania: "Collectively, the Party owns 

everything in Oceania, because it controls everything and 

disposes of the products as it thinks fit. In the years 

follewing the Revolution it was able to step into tliis 

commanding posi.tion almost unopposed, because the whole 

process was represented as an act of collectivization" 

All references are to George Orwell, Nineteen 
_Eiqhtv-Four (New York: Harcourt, Brace & Company, 1949) 
and are cited in the text. 
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(p. 207). According to Goldstein's book, the same general 

oligarchical order of a society with a high, middle, and 

low class which existed before the Revolution reappears in 

Oceania with new names. 

Individuals enter the Party by successfully com

pleting an examination when they are sixteen. However, 

"proletarians, in practice, are not allowed to graduate 

into the Party" (p. 210). Goldstein's book also states 

that there is little mobility between the Outer and Inner 

Parties: "only so much as v/ill insure that v/eaklings are 

excluded from the Inner Party and that ambitious members 

of the Outer Party are made harmless by allowing them to 

rise" (p. 210) . Thus, the overall order of society is 

static and inflexible. 

In Chapter 3, "WAR IS PEACE," the general condi

tions of world society are outlined. In accordance with 

general political alignments before the mid-twentieth cen

tury, three superstates have emerged. Oceania includes 

the Americas, the British Isles, and Australia. Eurasia 

encompasses Russia and Europe. Eastasia has within its 

fluctuating boundaries China, Indo-China, Japan, and parts 

of Manchuria, Mongolia, and Tibet. 

Each superstate operates a self-sufficient economy, 

but they continually wage limited warfare over the rest of 

the world territory, which includes the northern ice cap 

and "a rough quadrilateral with its corners at Tangier, 
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Brazzaville, Darwin,' and Hong Kong, containing about a 

fifth of the population of the earth" (p. 188) . Although 

two of the powers often form an alliance against the third, 

there are no final victories: "They are too evenly matched, 

and their natural defenses are too formidable" (p. 187) . 

Ultimately, according to Goldstein's book, the purpose of 

war is not to win but to consume goods. 

The three superstates maintain roughly the sam.e 

oligarchical patterns of society through their official 

state ideologies. In Oceania, the dogma of INGSOC (formerly 

English Socialism) prevails; in Eurasia, Neo-Bolshevism; 

and in Eastasia, Death Worship. In "IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH," 

it is stated that each superstate through collectivism has 

"the conscious aim of perpetuating imfreedom and inequality" 

(p. 204) . Thus the goal of each power is to perpetuate 

the social order—to keep the rulers in control. Rather 

than attempting to create a utopian world of classless 

society, "the purpose of all of them was to arrest progress 

and freeze history at a chosen moment" (p. 204) . 

The reader gains knowledge of how society in 1984 

was formed from the two sections of Goldstein's treatise 

which Winston examines before he is arrested, but he does 

not learn why the ruling class wishes to retain control 

until O'Brien tells Winston during his re-socialization in 

the Ministry of Love. This revelation is the second source 

of information clarifying the creation of social order in 

1984. 
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O'Brien explains that altruism is not an objective 

of the ruling class: "The Party seeks power entirely for 

its own sake. We are not interested in the good of others; 

we are interested solely in power" (p. 266) . The goals of 

the Party were never to establish a democracy: "One does 

not establish a dictatorship in order to safeguard a revo

lution; one makes the revolution in order to establish the 

dictatorship" (pp. 266-267) . Thus, totalitarian order it

self has been historically and will continue to be the end 

of the ruling group. 

O'Brien comments that only by giving up his indi

vidualism can the individual share in the power which the 

party wields: "power is collective" (p. 267). Power must 

also have an object to control: "power is power over human 

beings. Over the body but, above all over the mind" (p. 

267). This exercise of power, then, entails causing the 

individual torment and suffering: "Power is in inflicting 

pain and humiliation. Power is in tearing human minds to 

pieces and putting them together again in shapes of your 

own choosing" (p. 270). 

The world which O'Brien envisions requires nega

tion of the virtues which civilization traditionally has 

sought to promulgate—love, friendship, and kindness. His 

image of the future when these virtues will be completely 

annihilated is "a boot stamping on a human face—forever" 

(p. 271). The Inner Party will prevail, he claims. Its 
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end w i l l b e t o e x e r c i s e power ; i t s means, t o i n s t i l l t e r 

ro r . 

Human activity has created the reality of Oceania 

in 1984, but the Inner Party operates covertly according 

to Goldstein's book: "All the beliefs, habits, tastes, 

emotions, mental attitudes that characterize our time are 

really designed to sustain the mystique of the Party and 

prevent the true nature of present day society from being 

perceived" (p. 211). Thus, the overall methodology of the 

Inner Party is to exercise power and to instill terror 

while, at the same time, preventing the individual from 

comprehending these intentions. 

Institutionalization and Routines: 
Limiting Choices of Activity 

The creation of the social reality of 1984 was a 

human product; it continues to be a human product. But 

to the consciousness of those who did not take part in its 

formation, such as Winston Smith, it appears unchangeable. 

Part of the reason for this overwhelming presence of the 

social order is that the individual in Oceania leads a 

life of fixed routines which limit the possibility of al

ternative action: "In principle, a party member had no 

spare time, and was never alone. . . . It was assumed that 

when he was not working, eating, or sleeping he would be 

taking part in some communal recreations" (p. 81) . 



40 

Winston's day begins when he is awakened by a sig

nal from his telescreen: "nought seven fifteen, getting-

up time for office workers" (p. 32). Three minutes later 

he participates in mandatory exercises for people thirty 

to forty yearr:. of age led by a v/oman on the telescreen. 

Later, at his place of v/ork in the Ministry of Truth, the 

morning routine is interrupted only by another institutional 

activity, the Two Minutes Hate. This daily group meeting 

at eleven hundred is comprised of all office workers 

gathered to watch films condemning enemies of the state. 

The purpose is to induce love of the state, to create hys

terical patriotism: "The horrible thing about the Two 

Minutes Hate was not that one was obliged to act a part, 

but that it was impossible to avoid joining in" (p. 15) . 

Winston's lunch break begins at thirteen hundred 

(p. 1) and ends at four teen-thirty (p. 28) . Communal meals 

are served in the canteen of the Ministry of Truth. Only 

in the first part of 1984 does the reader observe Winston 

leaving his building to go home for lunch; in many other 

passages, he dines in the canteen with his fellow workers. 

After work Winston is usually expected at some 

state operated recreational location, such as his Community 

Center: "you could be certain that the number of your at

tendances at the Center were carefully checked" (p. 81). 

The activities at these places are obviously either sup

portive of the institutional order or time-consuming: 
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"boring, exhausting games, . . . lectures, . . . creaking 

camaraderie oiled by gin" (p. 82). On one evening he lis

tens to "a lecture entitled 'Ingsoc in relation to chess'" 

(p. 110) . In his diary, he writes about going to the 

"flicks" which he describes as propaganda films shown in 

Party operated theatres (pp. 9-10). Undoubtedly the Party 

even sets a time for members to sleep, for at Winston's 

residence, the Victory Mansions, the "lights would be 

switched off at the main at tv/enty-three thirty" (p. 101). 

One of Winston's neighbors, Parsons, is responsible 

for creating institutionalized activities: "he was a lead

ing figure on the Sports Committee and all other committees 

engaged in organizing community hikes, spontaneous demon

strations, savings campaigns, and voluntary activities 

generally" (p. 23). Thus, even "improvisational" activities 

are thoroughly planned by and made mandatory by the state. 

Julia and Winston, who are having an affair pro

scribed by the state, do have time to escape the routine 

occasionally to be together. In fact, to avoid suspicion, 

they actually enlist for extra activities. Julia does 

"voluntary work three evenings a week for the Junior Anti-

Sex League" (p. 123) . Winston gives up one evening weekly 

"by enrolling himself for the part-time munitions work which 

was done voluntarily by zealous Party members" (p. 130). 

However, most of the time, Winston and Julia cannot meet 

regularly. 
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The routines of Outer Party members and "proles" 

are reinforced by near-poverty and lack of goods: "a mat

ter of slogging through dreary jobs, fighting for a place 

on the Tube, darning a worn-out sock, cadging a saccharine 

tablet, saving a cigarette end" (p. 74). Winston's flat 

in Victory Mansions is bleak. He must walk up the stairs 

because the electricity in the building which supplies 

power for the lift is shut off during the day as "part of 

the economy drive in preparation for Hate Week" (p. 1) . 

The gin he drinks is foul; the cigarettes he smokes fall 

apart. He has to hoard razor blades because they are in 

short supply. 

According to Goldstein's book, the Inner Party 

creates these shortages through warfare: "The prim.ary 

aim . . . is to use up the products of the machine without 

raising the general standard of lining" (p. 189). Evi

dence of war also keeps the citizens in a state of anxiety 

and thus off alternative activities; rockets intermittently 

fall in London destroying small sections and killing a few 

people. 

Thus the routine of everyday life, accompanied by 

the frustrations of securing goods and the threat of the 

destruction of war, occupies most of the time of citizens 

of Oceania. 
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"The Only Possible World": Order 
Without Memory or History 

For those who were not part of the revolution which 

created the cuirrent society, its institutional order con

fronts them as a given reality. The Party systematically 

seeks to close off alternatives: "the Party member, like 

the proletarian, tolerates present-day conditions partly 

because he has no standards of comparison" (p. 214) . The 

Party accomplishes this goal by altering the past and by 

eliminating the sources of other interpretations of the 

past: 

Past events, it is argued, have no objective exis
tence, but survive only in written records and in 
human memories. The past is whatever the records 
and the memories agree upon. And since the Party 
is in full control of all records, and in equally 
full control of the minds of its members, it fol
lows that the past is whatever the party chooses 
to make it. It also follows that the past is al
terable. . . . [the] new version is. the past, and 
no different past can ever have existed (p. 215) . 

The chances for rebellion are drastically decreased because 

no one can really judge that he is oppressed or that the 

society can be any other way. 

Julia, especially, represents the new generation 

which, having played no part in the formation of the social 

environment, cannot envision another mode of existence-

Twice Winston, who is thirty-nine, considers the twenty-

six year old woman's naive perspective of Oceania. First 

he ponders the nunÔ er of young people who secretly disobey 

the Party-"people who had grown up in the world of the 
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Revolution, knowing nothing else, accepting the Party as 

something unalterable, not rebelling against its authority 

but simply evading it" (p. 133). At another time he is 

amazed that she accepts the statement that the Party in

vented the airplane: "Often she was ready to accept the 

official mythology" (p. 154) . 

Winston's primary goal in most of the narrative of 

1984 is to discover an alternate reality. His own memory 

is too sketchy to provide any authoritative knowledge of 

the history of the creation of his society: "nothing re

mained of his childhood except a series of bright-lit 

tableaux, occurring against no background and mostly unin

telligible" (p. 5) . Winston recognizes that the usual 

historical guideposts which might spur his recollections 

are absent in Oceania: "Beyond the late Fifties everything 

faded. When there were no external records that you could 

refer to, even the outline of your ovm life lost its sharp

ness" (p. 33). 

Winston can recall a few incidents which are per

sonally significant but produce no solid evidence about 

the general conditions of the society he grew up in. He 

remembers "street fighting in London itself" during his 

childhood, but he cannot identify the forces involved (p. 

34). Family incidents occur to him only in generalizations 

without specifics or vice versa, such as going to an air 

raid shelter with his mother and father (pp. 33-34) and 
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seeing his mother and sister for the last time (pp. 161-

164). 

Goldstein's book reveals that "to be able to learn 

from the past . . . meant having a fairly accurate idea of 

what happened in the past" (p. 199). Winston cannot locate 

an accurate source. He notes that the official histories 

claim that Big Brother was an active revolutionist thirty 

years before Winston first heard of him (p. 37) . Examin

ing a children's textbook loaned to him by a neighbor and 

copying sections into his diary, he wonders "How could you 

tell how much of it was lies?" (p. 73). All older his

tories are purposely destroyed: "It was very unlikely that 

there existed anywhere in Oceania a copy of a book printed 

earlier than 1960" (p. 97). The Inner Party leaves no po

tential means of information unchanged: "Statues, inscrip

tions, memorial stones, the names of streets—anything that 

might throw light upon the past had been systematically al

tered" (p. 98). 

Winston explains to Julia his frustrations in seek

ing objective support for his belief that the past before 

the Revolution was better than contemporary life: "Every 

record has been destroyed or falsified, every book has been 

rewritten, every picture has been repainted, every statue 

and street and building has been renamed, every date has 

been altered. . . . Nothing exists except an endless present 

in which the Party is always right" (p. 156). The 
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infallibility of the Party cannot be challenged in any way 

because nothing exists to prove that it is wrong. 

Winston's job at the Ministry of Truth is part of 

the process of maintaining this infallibility. Orwell pro

vides many specific examples of Winston's assignments "to 

alter, or as the official phrase had it, to rectify" news 

stories in the Times which are in conflict with the current 

version of reality the Party propounds (p. 39). Each par

ticular issue of the Times which Winston rectifies is "re

printed, the original copy destroyed, and the corrected 

copy placed on the files in its stead" (p. 40) . The entire 

Records Department of this Ministry, in fact, is devoted to 

altering all media to fit the current position of the 

social order. The instructions for "rectifications" are 

later disposed of in a "memory hole" which channels them 

to an incinerator. 

At times Winston does not "rectify" a story but 

rather creates a fictional account to replace a "non-

operative" news article. In one instance, he fabricates a 

Comrade Ogilvy, who, according to Winston's story, died in 

the service of Oceania: "Comrade Ogilvy, who had never 

existed in the present, now existed in the past . . . just 

as authentically, and upon the same evidence, as Charle

magne or Julius Caesar" (p. 48) . 

During Hate Week, Oceania suddenly is at war with 

Eastasia rather than with Eurasia, its enemy for the past 
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few years. The Party cannot admit that it was ever in 

alliance with Eastasia since such a confession would indi

cate an error. Thus the Ministry of Truth must rectify 

all past accounts of alliance with Eastasia to show that 

Oceania had always been at war with its current foe. 

Within one week of almost constant work Winston and his 

colleagues completely rewrite history: "It was now impos

sible for any human being to prove by documentary evidence 

that the war with Eurasia had ever happened" (p. 184) . 

Cut off from vnritten proof of a different past, 

Winston believes that he can at least find an older "prole" 

who can remember the true history of his society. He 

realizes that he must find someone in the lower echelon: 

"The older generation [of Party members] had mostly been 

wiped out in the great purges of the Fifties and Sixties, 

and the few who survived had long ago been terrified into 

com.plete intellectual surrender" (p. 86) . The Party, by 

annihilation of those who took part in the revolution and 

thus could provide accurate knowledge of it, have sealed 

off another access to history. 

Winston's search for enlightenment leads him to a 

pub where he questions an eighty year or so old man of the 

working class, but his "memory was nothing but a rubbish 

heap of details" (p. 89). The Party controls documents and 

memories; no one could ever have evidence that the past was 

any better than the present "because there did not exist 
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. . . any standard against which it could be tested" (p. 

93). 

Since the Party refuses to admit errors, it cannot 

admit that any member ever strays from its ideologies per

manently. Thus an individual who must be liquidated, such 

as Winston's fr-iend Syme, becomes an "unperson" (p. 158). 

All records are destroyed: "Whatever happened you vanished, 

and neither you nor your actions were ever heard of again. 

You were lifted clean out of the stream of history" (p. 

165). In accordance with the Party's logic, a heretical 

person who is liquidated never existed since there is no 

documentation of his existence. 

Winston's memory is not subjugated by the state 

even though he cannot substantiate with v/ritten records or 

others' memories a better past. He is well aware that his 

function at the Ministry of Truth is falsifying news rather 

than rectifying misquotes and misinformation. Before the 

Hate Week transition to a new war with Eastasia, he is cog

nizant that Oceania had been fighting Eastasia four years 

before and had not always been waging war with Eurasia: 

"But that was merely a piece of furtive knowledge which he 

happened to possess because his memory was not satisfac

torily under control" (p. 35) . His mind does not allow him 

to accept the infallibility of the Party. 

A key passage in the novel is devoted to an account 

of Winston's memory of an incident in which he once had 



49 

documentary proof of falsification by the Party, while 

working in 1973, he received a bundle of documents among 

which was a half page from an issue of Times dated ten 

years earlier. It featured a picture of Party members at 

a meeting in New York and in a caption identified the mem

bers. AmiOng the group were three men, Jones, Aaronson, 

and Rutherford, who had been leaders of the Revolution but 

since confessed to treason and had been executed in 1968. 

Winston, however, recalls "that at both trials all three 

men had confessed that on that date they had been on 

Eurasian soil. . . . There was only one possible conclu

sion: the confessions were lies" (p. 78). Unfortunately, 

Winston panics and drops the article down the "memory hole, '• 

but he retains the knowledge that he once possessed the 

proof of a lie. 

Winston is unable to follow the Party policy of 

forgetting forgeries of evidence and alterations of his

tory. The policy is stated in two parts. First, a party 

slogan runs "Who controls the past . . . controls the fu

ture: who controls the present controls the past" (p. 35). 

The Party can alter the past so that it can retain power. 

Second, the individual must forget the act of alteration: 

"All that was needed was an unending series of victories 

over your own memory. 'Reality control,' they called it; 

in Newspeak, 'doublethink.'" (p. 36). 

TEXAS TEill USIiftRY 
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Winston strenuously denies that he is wrong; he 

believes that he has the correct perspective of objective 

reality and the past. He recognizes that the "Party told 

you to reject the evidence of your eyes and ears" and that 

"It was their final, most essential command"- (p. 81) . But 

he cannot submit to their command; he writes in his diary 

"Freedom is the freedom to say that two plus two make four. 

If that is granted, all else follows" (p. 81) . 

Obviously Winston is a majority of one. Most mem

bers of the society are able to obey the command of deiiial 

of empirical observation: 

it is often necessary for a member of the Inner 
Party to know that this or that item of war news 
is untruthful, and he may often be aware that the 
entire war is spurious and is either not happen
ing or is being waged for purposes other than the 
declared ones; but such knowledge is easily neu
tralized by the techniques of doublethink._ Mean
while no Inner Party member wavers for an instant 
in the belief that the war i^ real" (p. 193) . 

"Doublethinking," then, requires the individual to 

deny his perception of objective phenomena if the Party 

commands it. "Doublethinking" encompasses also a process 

which is known as "blackwhite": "Applied to a Party mem

ber, it means a loyal willingness to say that black is 

white v/hen Party discipline demands this. But it means 

also the ability to believe that black is white, and more, 

to know that black is white, and to forget that one has 

ever believed the contrary" (p. 213). Winston's inability 

to function in this manner is the essence of his sin against 

the state. 
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When Winston is arrested, he still holds his be

lief in an objective past. O'Brien argues, "We, the Party 

control all records, and we control all memories. Then we 

control the past, do we not?" Winston replies, "You have 

not controlled mine!" (p. 252). Until this point at least, 

Winston, even without corroboration, cannot deny what his 

senses have indicated to him. His refusal to submit makes 

him a criminal, a danger to the official policies of the 

Party. 

Symbolization of Objective Reality 

Roles 

The institutional order of Oceania is controlled 

by roles. To be a member of the Party means to follow 

specified (though unwritten) modes of behavior. Certain 

behaviors are proscribed: "Party members were supposed 

not to go into ordinary shops" (p. 7); "Consorting with 

prostitutes was forbidden" (p. 65) ; no party members are 

allowed to look at the pornographic packets produced for 

the "proles" (p. 44). Other behaviors are prescribed: 

"you were supposed to call everyone "comrade" (p. 21) . 

The Party especially seeks to control sexual con

duct: "The unforgivable crime was promiscuity between 

Party members" (p. 65). Promiscuity encompasses for the 

Party any sexual act which gives pleasure to the partici

pants; indeed the party intends for all members to remain 

celibate except for purposes of procreation. Winston 
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recognizes the motive for this official position: "There 

was a direct, intimate connection between chastitv and 

political orthodoxy. For how could the fear, the hatred, 

and the lunatic credulity which the Party needed in its 

members be kept at the right pitch except by bottling down 

some powerful instinct and using it as a driving force?" (p 

134). In fact, O'Brien tells Winston that in the future 

even sex for "Procreation will be an annual formality like 

the renewal of a ration card" (p. 270) . By institutionali:--

ing the sex impulse, the Party hopes to depersonalize it 

entirely. 

Even the most natural behavior in most civiliza

tions is outside the realm of possibility for the Party 

member. V7inston, who often hears a "prole" woman singing 

outside his apartment in Charrington's shop, notes that "he 

had never heard a member of the Party singing alone and 

spontaneously. It would even have seemed slightly unortho

dox" (p. 143) . In a society of terror, the individual has 

little reason for spontaneous behavior; furthermore, the 

social order per se of Oceania precludes such actions. 

The entire institution is represented by Big 

Brother. Supposedly he was one of the original leaders 

of the Revolution; more likely he is a fictional symboli

zation of the social reality of the state: "Big Brother 

is the guise in which the Party chooses to exhibit itself 

to the world" (p. 209). When O'Brien answers Winston's 
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questions about the reasons for the Party v.dshing to re

tain power, he says "Big Brother is the embodiment of the 

party," who will never die (p. 2G.2) . Big Brother is actually 

for the society a godhead, omnipowerful. At the end of the 

Two Minutes Hate in the Ministry of Truth when Big Brothers 

face appear on the screen, a woman cries "My Savior" and 

the others chant "B-Bl . . . B-B! . . . B-B!" (p. 17) . 

Physical Objects 

The social order presents itself constantly to the 

citizen of Oceania through physical objects. Posters of 

Big Brother, as the head of the institution of the Party, 

"were plastered everyv/here (p. 4) . The posters feature 

his "enormous face, more than a meter wide: the face of 

a man of about forty-five, with a heavy black mustache and 

ruggedly handsome features" (p. 3). These graphic repre

sentations are "so contrived that the eyes follow you 

about when you move. BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU, the 

caption beneath it ran" (p. 3). Big Brother's likeness 

appears throughout the society of Oceania: "On coins, on 

stamps, on the covers of books, on banners, on posters, 

and on the wrapping of a cigarette packet—everywhere" (p. 

28) . When Winston waits for Julia at Victory Square, he 

stands below a massive statue of Big Brother, commemorating 

an Oceanic victory in the Battle of Airstrip One (p. 115) . 

The four Ministries which house "the entire appara

tus of government" tower above the landscape of London, 
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symbolizing the domination of the Party (pp. 5-6) . Even 

the architecture of the structures themselves transmit 

optical messages to the citizenry; for example, the Min

istry of Love, where the Party tortures heretics, has "no 

windows in it at all" (p. 6). 

The Party members all wear blue overalls, which sym

bolize Party authority, authority for the proles and each 

member's ownn sense of duty to the Party. When Julia meets 

Winston at Charrington's shop one day, she declares her 

intentions of escaping the institutional reality by secur

ing a frock, stockings, and high-heeled shoes: "In this 

room I'm going to be a woman, not a party comrade" (p. 

144) . Even the children of Party members, although they 

cannot join the institution until they are sixteen, wear 

uniforms. Winston encounters the Parsons' boy and girl 

"dressed in the blue shorts, gray shirts, and red necker

chiefs which were the uniform of the Spies" (p. 24) . 

Verbal and Written Messages 

The Party transmits the theory of Ingsoc to members 

in a variety of ways: lectures at the Community Centers, 

the "flicks," the films of the Two-Minute Hate, textbooks, 

newspapers, and so on. But the primary medium is the tele

screen located in every Party member's apartment or home; 

for Outer Party members, "there was no way of shutting it 

off completely" (p. 3). During lunch at the canteen, Win

ston's conversation with Syme and Parsons is interrupted by 
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"the fabulous statistics [which] continued to pour out of 

the telescreen" (p. 59) . m the last scene of the book 

Winston sits in front of the Chestnut Tree Caf^ awaiting a 

bulletin on the war. The Party member is constantly bom

barded with propaganda in his home, at work, and in his 

recreation. 

The three formulae of Ingsoc appear everywhere. 

The slogans, 

WAR IS PEACE 

FREEDOM IS SLAVERY 

IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH, 

are written on the sides of the Ministry of Truth for all 

of London to see (p. 5). They are shown after Big Brother's 

face at the end of the Two Minutes Hate. They appear on 

coins (pp. 28 and 103). As incessant reminders of the 

principles of the Party, they act as control mechanisms on 

the behavior of the citizenry. 

Ritual 

The Party designs special, ritualized events to 

reinforce its order, and especially to heighten war hys

teria. The Parsons' children are angered because they can

not attend the public hanging of Eurasian war criminals: 

"This happened about once a month and was a popular spec

tacle" (p. 24) . 

During the first two-thirds of 1984, the citizens 

of Oceania prepare for Hate Week. Parsons duns Winston 
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for two dollars so that victory Mansions can "have the 

biggest, display of flags in the whole street" (p. 57). 

At another time Parsons proudly infonrts Winston that his 

daughter's troop of Spies is creating for Hate Week "a 

papier mach^ model of Big Brother's head, two meters wide" 

(p. 110). A month before the ritual celebration, Winston 

and his colleagues begin working overtime on "the enorm.ous, 

complex preparations" (p. 139) . Everyone participates: 

"Processions, meetings, military parades, lectures, waxwork 

displays, film shows, telescreen programs all had to be 

organized; stands had to be erected, effigies built, slo

gans coined, songs written, rumors circulated, photographs 

faked" (p. 149) . 

The Hate Week itself builds frenzy to paroxy.sm 

through "the processions, the speeches, the shouting, the 

singing, the banners, the posters, the films, the waxworks, 

the rolling of drums and squealing of trumpets, the tramp 

of marching feet, the grinding of the caterpillars of tanks, 

the roar of massed planes, the booming of guns" (p. 180) . 

By designing such a ritual in which every Party member takes 

part, the power structure pushes the institutional reality 

to the forefront of consciousness in each individual. 

Language 

The Party is creating a limited English language 

for Oceania, Newspeak. Already it is used for lead articles 
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in the Times, but the Party plans that one day all of its 

members will have no other language than Newspeak. Two 

sources of information about this process appear in 1984. 

The first is Syme, Winston's frequent companion at lunch, 

who is helping to compile the Eleventh Edition of the News-

peak dictionary. The second is the appendix to 1984, The 

Principles of Newspeak. 

Syme states that the lexicographers are trying to 

rid English of words which convey ideologies opposed to 

Ingsoc: "Don't you see that the whole aim of Newspeak is 

to narrow the range of thought? In the end we shall make 

thought crime literally impossible, because there v/ill be 

no words in which to express it" (p. 53) . The appendix 

further clarifies that the goal of the Party is for all 

people under its control to use only Newspeak by 2050: 

"a heretical thought—that is, a thought diverging from 

the principles of Ingsoc—should be literally unthinkable, 

at least so far as thought is dependent on words" (p. 303). 

The creation of Newspeak depends upon three basic 

operations: "partly . . . the invention of new words, but 

chiefly . . . eliminating undesirable words and . . . strip

ping such words as remained of unorthodox meanings" (p. 

303) . Since Oceania is purposely separated from other 

countries, since progress in technical and scientific mat

ters has ceased, and since the Party controls the learning 

process to a large extent, its goal of m.aking Newspeak the 
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only language of the realm is theoretically possible. 

Distribution of Labor and Knov/ledge 

Most Party members have specific knowledge which 

they need in carrying out their state jobs and little else. 

Julia, who works in the Fiction Department of the Ministry 

of Truth, knows "the whole process of composing a novel" 

to meet state guidelines (p. 131). Winston is skilled in 

performing his tasks of rectifying the news; for example, 

when he must change articles in the Times to show that 

Oceania is at war with Eastasia rather than Eurasia, "the 

geographical knowledge that one needed in transferring the 

war from one part of the world to another was consider

able" (p. 183). 

However, Winston does not know the duties of Tillot-

son, who works immediately across the hall from him: "Win

ston . . . had no idea what work he was employed on" (p. 

43). Winston frequently sees O'Brien, but until he meets 

with him in the Ministry of Love, he "had only a dim idea 

of . . . the nature" of his position in the Inner Party 

(p. 12) . Winston realizes that he cannot meet Julia at her 

work station in the Ministry of Truth because "he had only 

a very dim idea whereabouts in the building the Fiction 

Department lay" (p. H I ) . When O'Brien invites Winston to 

his apartment, he writes out his address "because except 

by direct inquiry it was never possible to know where any

one lived. There were no directories of any kind" (p. 160) 
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Thus, the citizens of Oceania are cognizant of specific role 

knowledge, but of little about the roles of others or where 

others reside. Obviously only the Inner Party members know 

much about the general workings of the society since most 

of Winston's efforts throughout the novel are directed 

toward idscovering the truth about the society and since 

his questions are answered only through Goldstein's book 

and O'Brien. 

The Inner Party maintains its power partially by 

keeping the Outer Party members and the proles ignorant. 

Meanwhile the Inner Party members live in relative luxury 

and exercise special privileges of v/hich outsiders are not 

even aware. When he visits O'Brien's apartment, Winston 

is surprised that it is much better furnished than his ov/n, 

that O'Brien has a servant, and that the Inner Party mem

ber can turn off his telescreen (p. 170). O'Brien also 

shares with Winston good cigarettes and wine which the 

Outer Party member cannot secure. 

The Inner Party keeps the Outer Party out through 

systematic control mechanisms, limited distribution of 

knowledge, and routines of drudgery. It keeps the "proles" 

out by also appealing to their interests and emotions. In 

the Ministry of Truth, there are specific departments which 

produce for the proles "rubbishy newspapers containing al

most nothing except sport, crime, and astrology, sensational 

five cent novellettes, films oozing with sex, and sentimental 
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songs" (p. 44). The state also operates a lottery for the 

proles' entertainment: "it was their delight, their folly, 

their anodyne, their intellectual stimulant" (p. 85) . The 

lottery, however, is a ruse, since the Party actually pays 

off to very few winners; most of the big winners are fic

tional, a feat easy to carry out" in the absence of any 

real communication between one part of Oceania and an

other" (p. 85) . 

Subjective Reality 

The objective or external reality of the social 

order of Oceania in 1984 becomes a subjective or interna

lized reality for individuals through various indoctrinii-

tion procedures which the Party controls. Because the 

revolutionary period has occurred only tv/enty-odd years 

earlier and the system of induction is not complete, most 

of the organizations which administer these procedures con

centrate their efforts upon school age children. At the 

present time, the Party depends upon regimented adults to 

train their own offspring and upon routines and, to a 

great extent, force to keep adults in line. Those, such 

as Winston, who cannot fully internalize the social reality 

are doomed to suffer. 

Primary Socialization 

O'Brien relates to Winston the Party's future plan 

for the state to be responsible for infants and their total 
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primary socialization: "Children will be taken from their 

mothers at birth, as one takes eggs from a hen" (p. 270) . 

The state will then have total control of methods and ma

terials for indoctrination; the child will have no other 

world to internalize except that of the Party's choosing. 

1^ 1^84 parents raise their children at home. The 

only specific example of this practice in the novel is the 

Parsons family. Obviously in his everyday actions. Par

sons is a well adjusted party member who passes on his 

perspective of the social order to his son and daughter. 

Even when his daughter tells the police patrol that he says 

"Down with Big Brother!" in his sleep and thus causes him 

to be arrested, he reaffirms his responsibility for indoc

trinating his children in the principles of the Party: 

"I'm proud of her. It shows I brought her up in the right 

spirit" (p. 237). 

Successful Socialization 

Those who have truly internalized the order of the 

society of Oceania feel secure when they can return to 

that order after experiencing unorthodox situations or feel 

ings. After his arrest Parsons informs Winston, "I'm glad 

they got me before it went any further." In fact, he in

tends to tell those who will judge his crime, "Thank you 

. . . thank you for saving me before it was too late" (p. 

237) . 
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Winston's wife, Katherine, with whom he has not 

lived for ai^proximately a decade, appears from all his de

scriptions to be totally orthodox. Once, shortly after 

their marriage when they were lost from their group on a 

comnmnity hike, she experienced "a feeling of wrongdoing" 

for just being alone with Winston (p. 135). Even Winston, 

who is constantly cynical about his society, occasionally 

shows signs of partial socialization. At instants during 

the Two Minutes Hate his usual negative feelings tov/ard 

the Party's order become positive: "At those moments his 

secret loathing of Big Brother changed into adoration, and 

Big Brother seemed to tower up, an invincible, fearless 

protector" (p. 16). 

Unsuccessful Socialization and Deviancy 

For the most part, however, V7inston feels isolated 

because he is an anomic individual in a regimented, con

trolled society. He experiences the world around him as a 

"locked loneliness in which one had to live" (p. 19). 

Until he is sure that Julia is not an agent of the state, 

he wonders whether anyone in Oceania feels his disgust, 

terror, and fear for the future: "What certainty had he 

that a single human creature now living was on his side? 

And what way of knowing that the dominion cf the Party 

would not endure for ever? (p. 27). In the society of 

Oceania where everyone is constantly observed by the au

thorities and where unorthodox facial expressions are crimes. 
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Winston as a heretic must constantly appear to be a good 

Party member: "The smallest thing could give you aŵ ay. 

A nervous tic, an unconscious look of anxiety, a habit of 

muttering to oneself—anything that carried with it the sug

gestion of abnormality, of having something to hide" (p. 

27) . 

Because he is not completely socialized, VJinston 

is the anti-utopian hero. For the same reason, Julia serves 

as the heroine of 1984. However, whereas Winston rejects 

the total social reality of the Party, Julia rejects pri

marily its proscriptions against sexuality: "You wanted 

to have a good time; 'they,' meaning the Party, wanted to 

stop you having it; you broke the rules as best you could" 

(p. 132). Julia is not in any sense an intellectual here

tic; she falls asleep when Winston reads Goldstein's book 

to her so that she may understand the true nature of the 

Party. In fact, Winston says to her, "You're only a rebel 

from the waist downward" (p. 157). But with Winston she 

dedicates herself to the secret society opposed to destruc

tion of the institutional order, the Brotherhood. 

From the beginning Winston doubts that open revo

lution is possible: "Even if the legendary Brotherhood 

existed, as just possibly it might, it was inconceivable 

that its members could ever assemble in larger numbers than 

twos and threes" (p. 69). 
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Before they pledge their support to the Brother

hood, Julia too is pessimistic about the chances of over

throwing the power structure: "Any kind of organized re

volt against the Party, which v/as bound to be a failure, 

struck her as stupid" (p. 132). Nevertheless, both later 

agree to carry out almost any act which will destroy the 

system. 

Control Mechanisms 

Power 

To protect itself against actual or potential 

threats, the Party often utilizes power either by liqui

dating enemies or by torturing them. Those who created 

the system were initially the most dangerous because they 

understood the processes by which the Party was formed; 

therefore, "in the middle Sixties, the period of the great 

purges . . . the original leaders of the Revolution v/ere 

wiped out once and for all" (p. 75). Both of Winston's 

parents have disappeared by the time he is ten or eleven 

years old: "The tv/o of them must evidently have been 

swallevied up m one of the first great purges of the Fifties" 

(p. 30) . But V7inston never has any sure knowledge of their 

fate or that of his sister: "It was perfectly possible 

that , . . [his mother] had been sent to a forced-labor 

camp. As for his sister, she might have been removed, like 

Winston himself, to one of the colonies for homeless chil

dren" (p. 164). Julia also has lost a blood relative to the 
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purges, "a grandfather who had disappeared when she was 

eight" (p. 131). Winston is directly aware of many situa

tions in which the Party has chosen to exercise power: 

"Perhaps thirty people personally known to Winston, not 

counting his parents, had disappeared at one time or an

other" (p. 45). Winston knows that merely writing his 

diary is an offense punishable "by death, or at least by 

twenty-five years in a forced labor camp" (p. 8). 

After his arrest, Winston observes and experiences 

the Party's willingness to utilize physical force to domi

nate those who have erred against the state. For example, 

in the Ministry of Love, Winston sees a man who has given 

a piece of bread to a starved man'beaten by a guard: 

"Amid a stream of blood and saliva, the two halves of a 

dental plate fell out of his miouth" (p. 239) . Shortly 

thereafter v/hen the starved man resists being taken, the 

officers brutally pry him away: "A kick from a guard's 

boot had broken the fingers of one of his hands" (p. 241). 

Winston himself is tortured innumerable times: "Sometimes 

it v/as fists, sometimes it was truncheons; sometimes it was 

steel rods, sometimes it was boots" (p. 243). During his 

re-socialization, Winston is subjected to painful electro-

shock when he does not answer O'Brien's questions truthfully, 

The entire purpose of the Ministry of Love is to re-educate 

through pain and suffering those who have denied the author

ity of the Party. 
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Segregation 

The Party also utilizes segregation, along with 

other controls, as an effective device for eliminating the 

proles as a threat to the institutional order. Although 

the proles comprise the vast majority of the population, 

the Inner Party feels it can manipulate them easily be

cause they are "natural inferiors" (p. 70). According to 

Goldstein's book, the proles, like other suppressed lower 

social groups in history, will not rebel because they are 

"crushed by drudgery" (p. 202). The Party appeals to the 

interests of the proles, and it occasionally uses physical 

force to contain them, but it does not attempt to make them 

part of the system itself: 

Heavy physical work, the care of the home and chil
dren, petty quarrels with neighbors, films, foot
ball, beer, and above all, gambling filled up the 
horizon of their minds. To keep them in control 
v/as not difficult. A few agents of the Thought 
Police moved always among them, . . . marking down 
and eliminating the few individuals who were 
judged capable of becoming dangerous; but no at
tempt was made to indoctrinate them with the ide
ology of the Party (p. 71). 

Thus the proles are, for the most part, segregated from the 

politics of Oceania. 

Since proles cannot become members of the Party, 

they are isolated from the machinery of government. Because 

most of the proles "did not even have telescreens in their 

homes," the Party undoubtedly does not bombard them with 

the institutional messages it deems necessary for Party 

members (p. 72). 
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When Winston records his trip to the "flicks" in 

his diary, he notes that those belonging to the Party ap

plaud the violence of the film, "but a woman down in the 

prole part of the house suddenly started . . . shouting 

they didnt oughter of showed it not in front of kids." 

Thus even in places of recreation, the Party segregates 

the proles from direct contact with its members. He sur

mises that when the police escort her out, they will not 

harm her because "nobody cares what the proles say" (p. 10). 

Evidently the Party indoctrinates in its members 

such disdain for the masses that they do not even desire 

contact with proles. Syme indicates to Winston that the 

proles will not be inducted into the usage of Newspeak by 

2050: "The proles are not human beings" (p. 53). The 

regime even officially pronounces in a Party slogan: 

"Proles and animals are free" (p. 72). Because they are 

completely isolated from power, the proles pose no threat 

to the institutional order. 

The Party also segregates its followers from "con

tact with foreigners except to a limited extent, with war 

prisoners and colored slaves" and forbids them "knowledge 

of foreign languages." No Party member can have knowledge 

of the common humanity of all civilizations and must, there

fore, assume that all Eurasians and Eastasians are hostile 

in accordance with the government's official position: 

"Cut off from contact with the outer world, and with the 
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past, the citizen of Oceania is like a man in interstellar 

space, who has no way of knowing which direction is up and 

which is dovTn" (p. 199) . 

The segregation of the proles within the society 

and the separation of the Oceanian citizen from "outsiders" 

protects the Inner Party's control. 

Maintenance Organizations 

To meet a complex system of needs for enforcing 

its reality and further indoctrinating its membership in 

its programs, the Party has created a network of state 

agencies. They are primarily of two types, law enforce

ment and educational. 

The Police Patrol operates helicopters to spy into 

people's homes (p. 4) and to keep watch, on city streets 

(p. 130) . It also maintains agents "about the railv/ay sta

tions, who examined the papers of any Party member found 

there and asked awkward questions" (p. 130). Their func

tion is not to stop what is usually considered crime 

(which is rampant in the prole sections of London—p. 72) , 

but to remind Party members of the order of the state. 

The Ministry of Love maintains an organized force 

for its purposes of torture. The surrounding streets "were 

roamed by gorilla-faced guards in black uniforms, armed 

with jointed truncheons" (p. 6). These are the same men 

wearing "iron shod boots" who capture Winston and Julia in 
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Charrington's apartment (p. 223) and who act as Winston's 

initial tormentors in the Ministry building after his ar

rest. 

The Thought Police are, however, the ultimate en

forcers of the institutional reality. Winston acknowledges 

throughout the novel that eventually this organization will 

annihilate him (pp. 20, 28, 102). When he is re-socialized, 

V7inston "knew now that for seven years the Thought Police 

had watched him. . . . There was no physical act, no word 

spoken aloud, that they had not noticed, no train of 

thought that they had not been able to infer" (p. 279). 

W^inston's realization of the power of the Thought Police 

is not paranoia, for this organization has the means to 

keep Party members under surveilence constantly. 

Goldstein's book comments: "with the development 

of television and the technical advance which made it pos

sible to receive and transmit simultaneously on the same 

instrumient, private life came to an end" (p. 207) . The 

£.ame device v/hich feeds constant propaganda to the Outer 

Party, the telescreen, serves as a tv/anty-four-hour-a-day 

monitoring device. 

Winston does not know definitely what procedures 

the Thought Police use to spy on members but he surm.ises 

that "It was even conceivable that they watched everybody 

all the time" (p. 4) . Winston finds that he is observed 

at least part of the time one morning during the "Physical 
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Jerks," the exercises for members thirty to forty years old: 

"'Smith!' screamed the shrewish voice from the telescreen. 

"6079 Smith Wl Yes, you! Bend lower, please!'" (p. 37). 

In every home of the Party, the telescreen is 

placed so that it can view all floor space and pick up all 

sounds. Winston's apartment however, contains "a shallow 

alcove" where he believes he cannot be observed (p. 7). 

Winston also assumes that there is no telescreen in the 

apartment he rents in Charrington's shop; nevertheless there 

is a transmitting set concealed behind a picture hanging on 

the wall. Ironically it is here that Winston feels most 

safe: "He thought of the telescreen with its never-sleeping 

ear. They could spy upon you night and day, but if you kept 

your head you could still outwit them" (p. 167). Even when 

they meet in the countryside where there are no telescreens, 

Winston and Julia recognize "the danger of concealed micro

phones by which your voice might be picked up and recog

nized" (p. 120). 

The Party also creates non-police organizations, 

some of an educational nature per se and some of a recrea

tional nature whose real purpose is indoctrination, to 

maintain its control. These state-run secondary socializa

tion organizations continue the process of forcing the in

dividual to internalize the objective reality of Oceania 

after early childhood. Goldstein's book provides a ratio

nale for these institutions for Party members: "It is a 
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problem of continuously molding the consciousness both of 

the directing group and of the larger executive group that 

lies immediately below it. The consciousness of the masses 

needs only to be influenced in a negative way" (p. 209). 

To produce the terror needed to keep adult members 

in line, the Party operates a youth group called the Spies: 

"The children . . . were systematically taught to spy on 

. . . their parents and report their deviations" (p. 135) . 

O'Brien comments to Winston, "No one dares trust . . . a 

child . . . any longer" (p. 270). The Party educates these 

children through an atmosphere of play and recreation: 

songs, . . . processions, . . . banners, . . . hiking, 

. . . drilling with dummy rifles, . . . yelling of slogans" 

(p. 25) . 

Parsons is especially proud of his children's ac

complishments in the Spies. He relates to Winston that 

his daughter and two friends have turned in a man to the 

patrols because they observed he was wearing strange shoes 

that might belong to a foreigner (p. 58) . Later he asks 

Winston if he has told him "About the time those two nip

pers of mine set fire to the old market woman's skirt be

cause they saw her wrapping up sausages in a poster of 

B. B.?" (p. 63). At this time, he also mentions that the 

Spies are training his daughter to listen at keyholes. The 

logical conclusion is that she turns her father into the 

police when she hears him uttering heresies in his sleep 
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through the keyhole into his bedroom (p. 237) . Through the 

Spies, "The family had become in effect an extension of the 

Thought Police" (p. 13 5). 

The Party also promulgates the Junior Anti-Sex 

League to aid young women in internalizing the Party's pro

scriptions against sex for pleasure. Julia is active in 

the organization as a cover-up for her unorthodox sexual 

behavior. Winston at first hates her because she seems to 

be a bohafide member of this educational- organization: 

"It was because of the atmosphere of hockey fields and cold 

baths and community hikes and general cleanmindedness which 

she managed to carry about her" (p. 11). Through the gen

eral educational process and "organizations such as the 

Junior Anti-Sex League which advocated celibacy for both 

sexes. . . . The Party was trying to kill the sex instinct, 

or, if it could not be killed, then to distort and dirty 

it" (p. 66). 

The Party's attempt to prohibit sexual misconduct 

is systematic and rigorous throughout its institutional 

order: "By careful early conditioning, by games and cold 

water, by the rubbish that was dinned into them at school 

and in the Spies and the Youth League, by lectures, parades, 

songs, slogans, and martial music, the natural feeling had 

been driven out of . . . women" (p. 68) . Winston rememl^ers 

that Katherine used two phrases for lovemaking: "One was 

'making a baby,' and the other was 'our duty to the Party'" 
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(p. 67) . Winston is surprised when Julia is familiar with 

these phrases; she explains, "I've been at school too, dear 

Sex talks once a month for the over-sixteens. And in the 

Youth Movement. They rub it into you for years" (pp. 133-

134). 

The four Ministries of Oceania which contain its 

entire bureaucratic operations are maintenance organiza

tions. The Ministry of Truth not only falsifies history, 

but also has as its "primary job to supply the citizens 

of Oceania with newspapers, films, textbooks, telescreen 

programs, plays, novels—with every conceivable kind of 

information, instruction, or entertainment" (p. 43) . The 

Ministry of Love carries out "the work of repression and 

espionage" required to maintain order (p. 214). The other 

two are "the Ministry of Peace, which concerned itself 

with war," and "the Ministry of Plenty, which was respon

sible for economic affairs" and the deprivation of all but 

the Outer Party (p. 6). 

Elimination of the Threat of 
Alternative Realities 

Also as a control mechanism, the Party seeks to 

make its members believe that most alternative realities 

are inferior or absurd. Although Goldstein's book claims 

that the guiding principles of Eurasia and Eastasia are 

basically the sam.e as Ingsoc, "The citizen of Oceania is 

not allowed to know anything of the tenets of the other tv/o 
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philosophies, "but he is taught to execrate them as bar

barous outrages upon morality and common sense" (p. 198). 

The Party objectifies, in fact creates, an arch

enemy of the state and makes his alternative reality so 

ridiculous that most citizens reject it out of hand. This 

traitor, Immanuel Goldstein, is the subject of the Two 

Minutes Hate. His criticism of the state is "so exaggerated 

and perverse that a child should have been able to see 

through it" (p. 13) . His program is objectified so that 

the Party may refute it: "everyday, and a thousand times 

a day, on platforms, on the telescreen, in newspapers, in 

books, his theories were refuted, smashed, held up to the 

general gaze for the pitiful rubbish that they were" 

(p. 14). Towards the end of the Two Minutes Hate, the film 

into that of a sheep" (p. 17). 

who seek the Brotherhood of Goldstein despite his seemingly 

irrational programs, the Party has another method of con

trol. All evidence in the novel indicates that the Party 

itself operates the trappings of the Brotherhood so that 

it can identify its enem.ies and re-socialize them into the 

proper reality. Julia is cognizant of this possibility: 

"The tales about Goldstein and his underground army . . . 

were simply a lot of rubbish which the Party had invented 

I! 
'nil 

\ 

portrays Goldstein as a totally absurd figure; his voice j 

became a "sheep's bleat and for an instant the face changed 1 

For those poorly socialized citizens of Oceania ' 



75 

for its purposes" (p. 153). 

Early in the novel, Winston secretly hopes that 

O'Brien is a m.ember of the opposition (p. 19). when he 

goes to O'Brien's apartment, Winston tells the Inner Party 

members of his hopes; O'Brien then inducts V7inston and 

Julia into the Brotherhood and asks them to recite "a sort 

of catechism" in which they promise to commit murder, 

sabotage, and espionage for foreign countries, "to cheat, 

to forge, to corrupt the minds of children, to distribute 

habit-forming drugs, to encourage prostitution, to dissem

inate venereal diseases—to do anything which is likely to 

cause demoralization and weaken the power of the Party'' 

(p. 173). Ironically, O'Brien is an agent of the state, 

who later acts as Winston's torturer. When V7inston claims 

to be morally superior to the orthodox Party member, O'Brien 

plays a tape of Winston's pledges to coiranit acts of violence 

to meet his ends of rebellion. Thus, O'Brien serves as both 

Winston's initial contact with the Brotherhood and also as 

a shill to gather information which he can turn back upon 

Winston later. Most disturbing to Winston is the fact that 

Goldstein's book, which O'Brien promises to deliver to him 

shortly after the night of his induction into the Brother

hood and which Winston believes to be a true account of 

Oceanian society, is also a product of the Inner Party. 

O'Brien claims authorship for himself and his colleagues: 

"I wrote it. That is to say, I collaborated in writing it" 

(p. 264). 
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Charrington's shop is also an entrapment device for 

deviants seeking a link with the past. Winston goes there 

to buy his diary and a piece of-coral embedded in glass, 

both of v/hich are objects from bygone eras. The proprie

tor himself appears to be from the past; he claim.s to be 

"a widower aged sixty-three . . . [who] had inhabited the 

shop for thirty years" (p. 99). Actually he, too, is an 

agent of the Thought Police, "a man of about five-and-

thirty" who wears make-up to disguise his age (p. 225). 

The Thought Police have gathered by observing Win

ston in the apartment he rents from Charrington the most 

significant information about the heretic to be used in 

his re-socialization process. When Julia sees a rat in 

the apartment, Winston relates to her that he suffers a 

recurring nightmare about the rodents: "Of all horrors in 

the world—a rat!" (p. 145). When O'Brien wants Winston 

to betray Julia, he utilizes this abject fear. In Room 

101 of the Ministry of Love, O'Brien places a cage contain

ing two rats next to Winston's face and threatens to let 

them out to eat away his tissue until Winston cries "Do it 

to Julia! Not me!" (p. 289). 

Thus the Party controls all possible alternative 

realities in Oceania and utilizes them for its own purposes. 

Literally no other v/orld is ultimately possible except the 

world it chooses to force upon its citizens. 
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Therapy 

Because the Party wishes for all members to be 

orthodox, because it desires a perfect system, and because 

it does not wish to make martyrs of those who oppose it, 

the Party chooses to re-socialize the errant individual 

before it destroys him. O'Brien states to Winston that 

the Party wants to convert the heretic: "we bring him 

over to our side, not in appearance, but genuinely, heart 

and soul" (p. 258). The process entails segregation of 

the individual, from his co-conspirators, abandonment, and 

repudiation of his heretical thoughts, and reinterpreta

tion of the v/orld and of his former associates; this en

tire procedure is carried out by someone with whom the 

heretic can identify emotionally. 

First, Winston is separated from Julia; he does 

not see her again while he is in the Ministry of Love. He 

confesses to crimes against the state both real and im

aginary (pp. 245-246). 

Through torture, O'Brien forces Winston to adopt 

the Party's philosophy of reality: "Reality exists in the 

human m.ind, and nowhere else. Not in the individual mind, 

which can make mistakes, and in any case soon perishes; 

only in the mind of the Party, which is collective and im

mortal. Whatever the Party holds to be truth i^ truth" 

(p. 252). O'Brien even states that the Party can control 

"natural" phenomena because "Nothing exists except through 
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human consciousness" (p. 268). Since the state controls 

humanity, it can control reality insofar as reality is 

solely subjective perception. 

Winston accepts this version of reality after his 

re-socialization: 

He accepted everything. The past was alterable. 
The past had never been altered. Oceania was at 
war with Eastasia. Oceania had always been at 
war with Eastasia. Jones, Aaronson, and Ruther
ford were guilty of the crimes they were charged 
with. He had never seen the photograph that dis
proved their guilt. It had never existed. . . . 

Anything could be true. The so-called laws of 
nature were nonsense. . . . What knowledge have 
we of anything, save through our ov/n minds? All 
happenings are in the mind. Whatever happens in 
all mi.nds, truly happens (p. 281) . 

O'Brien also forces Winston to reinterpret his re--

lationship with Julia and to deny all love for anyone save 

Big Brother. O'Brien claims that after lis re-socialization 

Winston will "Never again . . . be capaVle of ordinary hu

man feeling. Everything will be dead ir.side you," (pp. 259-

260) . W^en Julia and Winston meet after their therapy, 

they do not respond to each other at all. They admit their 

betrayals/ and Julia says, "And after that you don't feel 

the same." Winston replies, "No, . . . you don't feel the 

same" (p. 295). The last paragraph of 1984 reveals that 

Winston, waiting to die, is at last completely socialized; 

he has internalized the reality of Oceania j ^ toto. He 

visualizes Big Brother's face: "He had won the victory 

over himself. He loved Big Brother (p. 300) . 
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The entire process of re-socialization is admin

istered by O'Brien, with whom Winston has strong emotional 

ties. O'Brien reminds the heretic, "Do you remember writ

ing in your diary . . . that it did not matter whether I 

was a friend or an enemy, since I was at least a person 

who understood you and could be talked to?" (p. 262). Be

cause Winston feels this bond with his torturer, his change 

to the Party philosophy is intense. At various times dur

ing the process Winston views O'Brien as: ''a friend" 

(p. 247) ; "a priest, anxious to explain and persuade" 

(p. 249); "a teacher taking pains with a wayward but prom

ising child" (p. 251); "his protector" (p. 253). Wliile he 

tries to learn through the pain of electroshock that two 

plus two make five in Party logic, V7inston even feels love 

toward the man who is tormenting him: "He had never loved 

him so deeply as at this moment. . . . The old feeling, 

that at bottom it did not matter whether O'Brien was a 

friend or enemy, had come back. O'Brien was a person who 

could be talked to " (p. 255). 

Thus the Party controls the entire population of 

Oceania through the objective and subjective realities it 

has created and maintains. For the individual, so far as 

an individual can exist, there is no other world. 



CHAPTER V 

THE UNITED STATE: A SOCIALLY 

CONSTRUCTED REALITY 

Zamyatin's We, although often cited as a source 

for 1984, is much different in form and content than George 

Orwell's novel. Whereas the perspective of 1984 is third 

person omjiiscient, the perspective of W£ is first person 

lim.ited; it is from a diary/novel of a citizen of the 

United State, D-503, that the reader gains ci view cf futur

istic society. D-503's comments are personal, in stream-

of-consciousness style; and, thus, Zamyatin's novel contains 

much less detailed information about the United State than -

1984 does about Oceania. Nevertheless, it is evident that 

Zamyatin develops We, D-503's description of the United 

State, with an av/areness that man's perception of reality 

is a product of his society. 

Objective Reality 

The Inner Party of Oceania in J.9S4 creates and to

tally controls a world of irrational terror. The v/orld of 

the United State, however, is based upon miathematics and 

reason; it is a sterile world, whose goal is to destroy 

human emotion. As is the case in Oceania, to reach its 

concept of an ordered society, the state m.ust exercise 

power which is negative; the Weil-Doer, the United State's 

80 
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secular godhead, declares "rfî ai -^-, r-r^r-^-.- ^ •\ . -̂ -u 
-o I ^^^•Ldi.K,^ real, aigebraxc love tor humanit̂ '-

must inevitably be inhuman, and . . . the inevitable mark 

of truth is cruelty" (p. 199).* To achieve a "mathematical, 

perfect life in the United State," man must give up indi

vidual desire, love, jealousy, hope, in fact all human 

feelings, for the collective perfection of society. In

dividualism, is 'a sin against the order of the United State 

which is "a straight line, a great divine, precise wise 

line, the wisest of lines!" (p. 4). To be an individual 

is to err against "the ideal non-freedom" (p. 6) . 

All human action in D~503's society is based upon 

"the four rules of arithmetic [which] are unshakable and 

eternal!" (p. 109), He outlines the theology of mathe

matical life in reaction to a friend's poem: "The multipli

cation table is more wise and more absolute than the an

cient god, for the multiplication table never . . . makes 

m.istakes! There are no more fortunate and happy people 

than those who live according to the correct, eternal l̂ lws 

of the multiplication table. No hesitation! No errors! 

There is but one truth, and there is but one path to it; 

and that truth is: four, and that path is: two times 

two" (pp. 63-64). 

All references are to the paperback edition of 
Eugene Zamiatin, We, trans. Gregory Zilboorg (New York: 
E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc., 1959) and are cited in the text. 

\m.. .A. 
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D-503 concludes that ancient civilization was bar

baric, that is non-mathematical, because it considered the 

murder of one person important while it reduced the life 

span of its general populus by failing to regulate through 

law the exercise, eating, and sleeping habits of all in

dividuals. He points out that such an ancient civiliza

tion's basic flaw was the failure "to build a system of 

scientific ethic:;, that is, ethics based on adding, sub

tracting, multiplying, and dividing" (p. 14). 

The United State hopes to deliver its message to 

the universe; toward this end, it is building a rocket, 

the Integral, whose chief engineer is D-503. He writes, 

"we shall come to you to make your life as godlike, as 

rational, and as correct as our own" (p. 66) . All phases 

of activity are regulated in his godlike, rational, cor-

rect society. The state regulates "the last step in this 

logical scale, namely, production of children" by creating 

physical standards for childbearing, the "Maternal and 

Paternal Norms" (p. 14) . Through its prograiTi of mathe-

m.atical perfection, the United State has even controlled 

the production of art: "And in the 5.̂ame m.anner, we domes

ticated and harnessed the wild elem.ent of poetry." 

The objective reality of D-503's world is total 

mathematical order at the price of freedom and individual

ism. 
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Human Activity 

The sources for background of the creation of this 

future society are somewhat sketchy. A State newspaper 

cited by D-503 reads: "One thousand years ago your heroic 

ancestors subjected the whole earth to the power of the 

United State." Thus the culture of Zamyatin's anti-utopia 

has a much longer history than does Orv/ell's Oceania. 

D-503 is aware that the United State originated after "the 

Great Two Hundred Years' War, the v/ar between the city and 

the land (p. 21) , in which "only about two tenths of the 

population of the globe did not die out" (p. 22) . 

Thus, the United State was born from strife. 1-330, 

whom D~503 joins as a conspirator against the state, re

lates to him that the violence of his society did not end 

with the victory cf the city: "endless strings of people 

[from the country were] driven into the City to be saved 

by force and to be v/hipped into happiness" (p. 153) . 

Institutionalization and Routines: 
Limiting Choices of Activity 

The United State regulates the life of all citi

zens by scheduling most of their daily lives: 

Every morning . . . at the same hour, at the same 
minute, we wake up, millions of us at once. At 
the very same hour, millions of us at once. At 
the very Scime hour, millions like one, we begin 
our wo2:k, and millions like one, we finish it. 
United into a single body with a million hands, 
at the very same second, designated by the Tables, 
we carry the spoons to our mouths; at the samie 
second we all go out to walk, go to the auditorium. 



84 

to the halls for . . . exercises, and then to bed. 
(p. 13) 

Only two hours per day, "the personal hours," are not in

stitutionalized, but D-503 envisions an era when "all of 

the 86,400 seconds will be incorporated in the Tables of 

Hours" (p. 13). 

The state even establishes a routine for sexual 

behavior; on "sexual days" it issues a permit for certain 

individuals to draw the curtains in their glass dwellings 

during one of the personal hours (p. 19) . The governir.ent 

prescribes the format for every action: "fifty is the 

number of chewing movements required by the law of the • ^ 

State for every p>iece of food" (p. 97) . 

"The Only Possible World": Order 
Without Memory or History 

Although the social order of the United State was 

created by human activity, its development has occurred so 

long ago and it is so completely structured that its citi

zens view their world as the only possible one. Referring 

to the schedules which were created by the state to regu

late all human behavior, D-503 writes: "I cannot imagine 

a life v/hich is not surrounded by the figures of our Tables" 

(p. 12). He believes that the United State is the final, 

complete form of social reality: "our revolution was the 

last one. No other revolutions may occur. Everybody knows 

that" (p. 162). 

/^ 
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Symbolization of Objective Reality 

Roles 

As citizens of the United States, Numbers, as they 

are called, must conform to specified'modes of behavior. 

Obviously everyone is required to live by the Table of 

Hours. When D-503 begins his association with the under

ground, he continuously worries that his absence at insti

tutional activities, including work, will make him suspect; 

1-330 provides the only alibis possible for missing routines 

in the United State, certificates from government doctors 

which state that D-503 is ill. Failure to fulfill the 

Table of Hours is a punishable offense: "At night all the 

Numbers must sleep; sleeping at night is a duty just like 

working during the day. . . . Not to sleep at night is 

criminal" (p. 56). 

D-503's sexual partner, 0-90, explains to him when 

his behavior is erratic, "You must go at once to the doc

tor. You understand that; you are obliged to be healthy" 

(p. 3 5) . Not only must a Number report any physical or 

mental illness of his own to the state, but also he is re

quired to report others' unorthodox statements or be

haviors indicative of mental abberation to the Bureau of 

Guardians within twenty-four hours (pp. 29-30). In accor

dance v/ith the government's mathematical philosophy of 

protection of the longevity of life, "anyone who poisons 

himself v/ith nicotine, and more particularly with alcohol, 

is severely treated by the United State" (p. 52) . To 

/ / 
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prevent jealousy, a human emotion, the society has formu

lated the Lex Sexual is which states "A Number m.ay obtain a 

license to use any other Number as a sexual product'- (p. 

22) . 

The role of the citizen is to conform to routines 

and to-obey all institutional laws, which prescribe con

formity to collective order. This collective order of the 

United State is symbolized throughout We in D-503's de

scriptions of the Numbers marching in groups of four in 

regimented rov/s during recreational hours. 

The entire institutional order is represented by 

the Weil-Doer, who appears to be a large, mietallic, human

like creature with a "cast iron hand" (p. 45). D-503 calls 

him "the new Jehovah . . .as wise and as loving as the 

Jehovah of the ancients" (p. 131) . He serves the same func

tion as Big Brother in 1984; however, whereas Big Brother 

never makes a direct appearance in Winston's Oceania, the 

Well-Doer presides at state rituals (pp. 44-47 and pp. 131-

132), once calls D-503 (p. 196), and twice m.eets with him 

(pp. 198-201 and 217) . 

Physical Objects 

The physical outlay of the cities of the United 

State symbolizes its mathematical order: "the impeccably 

straight streets, the glistening glass of the pavement, 

the divine parallelepipeds of the transparent dwellings" 

(p. 7). All buildings are glass so that everyone can be 

H M \i. /..^rn'M.-^^. 
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observed at all times except during sexual activity: "we 

live surrounded by transparent walls" (p. 19). The musi

cal State Tower provides march music so that the Numbers 

may stay in step when they are on the streets for recrea

tion (pp. 34 and 65). The Plaza of the Cube, where execu

tions are performed, is geometric: "Sixty-six imposing 

concentric circles - stands" (p. 43). 

The institutional order of total equality and con

formity among its members is symbolized most obviously by 

uniforms: "The Numbers, hundreds, thousands of Numbers 

in light blue unifs . . . with golden badges on the chest— 

the State number of each one . . . —the Numbers were walk

ing slowly, four abreast, exaltedly keeping step" (p. 7). 

When the rebellious 1-330, like Julia, is away from the 

order of the United State, she wears dresses (p. 51) . 

Verbal and Written Messages 

The government seeks to control its followers 

through both oral and written statements of its programs. 

Each day the citizen is required by the Tables to attend 

an institutional session at an auditorium where a "phono-

lecturer" presents a lesson in the principles of logical 

order (p. 16) . The Journal of the United State, the of

ficial nev/spaper, issues propaganda to all citizens. After 

many Numbers rebel at the annual election of the Well-Doer, 

the Journal reports: "It is clear to everyone that to take 

their votes into account would mean to consider as part of 
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a magnificent, heroic symphony the accidental cough of a 

sick person" (pp. 138-139) . when rebellion is rampant, the 

newspaper runs an advertising campaign for those who op

pose the government to submit voluntarily to an operation 

which cures anti-social urges (pp. 166-167) . When m.any 

refuse to volunteer for the procedure, the Journal announces, 

"TOMORROW ALL WORK WILL STOP AND ALL NUMBERS ARE TO COME 

TO BE OPERATED UPON" (p. 180). 

Ritual 

The United State maintains the social reality, in 

part, by rituals which reinforce Number's consciousness 

of order. One activity is the "holiday of Justice," the 

ritualized execution of those who trespass against the 

laws of society (p. 24) . The transgressor is stripped of 

his badge and his "hands were tied with a red ribbon" (p. 

44). Two poets, one of them a personal friend of D-503 

whose number is R-13, read verses in honor of the occasion. 

The Well-Doer him.self operates the Machine, an electrical 

annihilation device: "The prone body [of the criminal was] 

covered v/ith a light phosphorescent smoke; then, suddenly, 

under the ey^s of all, it began to melt—to melt, to dis

solve" (p. 46). Those gathered are cleansed by the cele

bration: "it was a symbol of the superhuman power of the 

Well-Doer" (p. 46). 
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A second ritual is the yearly election of the Well-

Doer, the Day of Unanimity, in which all citizens are sup

posed to vote for the Well-Doer as the head of state: "The 

elections have rather a symbolic meaning. They remind us 

that we are a united, powerful organism of millions" (p. 

129) . 

Language 

To emphasize the collective unity of the State, 

Numbers often use "we" rather than "I" when referring to 

individual actions. D-503 writes in an explanation of the 

purpose of his book: "I shall try to record only the 

things I see, the things I think, or, to be more exact, the 

things we think. Yes, 'we'; that is exactly what I mean, 

and We, therefore, shall be the title of my records" (p. 

4). D-503 states the proposition that individualism is 

opposed to the positive collective functioning of society: 

"On one side 'I,' on the other 'we,' the United State. . . . 

To assume that I may have any 'right' as far as the State 

is concerned is like assuming that an ounce may equilibrate 

a ton in scale!" (p. 109). Anticipating the Day of Unani

mity, he writes, "'all' and 'I' are one 'we'" (p. 129). 

Distribution of Labor and Knowledge 

Labor is distributed among the population. D-503 

is a mathematician and engineer; R-13 is a poet; etc. 

Whereas in 1984 individuals in Oceania are basically 

ilL. /ni . / ^ 
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ignorant of their associates' functions and the workings 

of society in general. Numbers in the United State possess 

both types of knowledge. In fact, the social order of unan

imity is the overriding purpose of all knowledge and activi

ties in the society. 

Subjective Reality 

1^ 1^84 George Orwell fears that there is no un

alterable human nature, that a totalitarian social order 

can completely negate human values. In. Oceania, those who 

do not internalize the social order are resocialized or 

liquidated. 

In We Zamyatin assumes that, although an objective 

reality of complete rationalism may be omnipresent, the 

individual has within him as part of a human nature the 

urge to be irrational and free. The total social order 

cannot be internalized by everyone because an a, priori 

individualism exists in man, which can only be removed sur

gically by a process v.̂ hich changes Numbers into robots. 

Primary Socialization 

The state itself is responsible for the initial 

socialization process of children. D-503 records, "We are 

brought up by the United State" (p. 98) . If one may assume 

from their absence in any section of description of We, 

young children are probably kept in state operated insti

tutions v/here they are indoctrinated into the social reality. 
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Successful Socialization 

None of the principal characters in We, D-503, 

1-330, 0-90, R-13, S -, or U -, has completely internalized 

the objective social reality of the United State. Even 

U -, the most comic character in We, whose cheeks D-503 

describes'as "like the gills of a fish" (p. 48), has not 

totally succumbed to the goals of the society. As the 

engineer-mathematician surmises, (p. 189) she informs the 

authorities that D-503 is part of the conspiracy to pirate 

the Integral after reading his diary. However, she does 

not turn in 1-330's number because she is afraid she will 

lose D-503's love (p. 197). When she tells D-503 this fear, 

he says "I understood. It was the truth. Absurd, ridicu

lous, human, truth" (p. 197). 

Unsuccessful Socialization and Deviancy 

1-330, R-13, and S - are all principals in MEPHIS, 

the underground organization dedicated to the overthrow of 

the United State. They are responsible for the disruption 

at the annual election of the Well-Doer, the temporary cap

ture of the Integral, and the destruction of the Green Wall 

which separates the orderly cities of the United State from 

the countryside of nature. Whereas in 1984 O'Brien turns 

out to be an agent of the government rather than an under

ground conspirator, S -, whom D-503 believes to be an agent, 

is really a member of the govermrient' s opposition (p. 214). 
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The primary themes of We are developed in the 

nobility of 1-330's character, and in the conflict between 

D-503's socialized urges to conform and his hum.an inclina

tions to revolt against the social order. 

1-330 is the spokesperson for human qualities in 

We. She states, "One loves only the things one cannot 

conquer" (p. 69). For her, the individual consciousness 

should be free.to be spontaneous and creative. When D-503 

tells her he feels foolish for not being able to express 

logically his irrational feelings, she responds, "And why 

should you think foolishness is not fine? If -we had taken 

pains to educate human foolishness through centuries, as 

we have done with our intelligence, it might have been 

transformed into something precious" (p. 124). 

She explains to D-503 in the language of physics 

the opposites of human achievement: "There are two forces 

in the world, entropy and energy. One leads into blessed 

quietude, to happy equilibriumi, the other to the destruc

tion of equilibrium, to torturingly perpetual motion" 

(pp. 153-154). Her preference is undoubtedly for energy 

because it releases the creative, irrational nature of man. 

She berates D-503 for his "psychological entropy" and 

argues that life should not be uniform and regimented: 

"only differences . . . in temperature, only thermic con

trasts make for life? And if all over the world there are 

evenly warm or evenly cold bodies, they must be pushed 
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off I . . . in order to get flame, explosions! And we shall 

push!" (p. 163). 

After his operation, D-503 observes in his journal 

that he sees the Well-Doer use the Bell of the Gas Chamber 

to torture heretics into repudiation of their ideologies 

and to make them implicate their co-conspirators. He does 

not recognize the wom.an who is brought in, but she is un

doubtedly 1-330. Whereas the other prisoners confess, 

D-503 relates, "The procedure [of torture] was repeated 

three times, yet she did not utter a word" (p. 218). 1-330 

remains free; she cannot be subjugated even through physi

cal pain. 

We as a diary of D-503 is more important as a" psy

chological portrayal of a man wavering between the options 

of mathematical "unfreedom" and the unknown quality of 

liberty, than as a portrayal of the objective reality of 

the United State. At first totally orthodox, D-503 is al

ternately terrified and happy over the discovery that he 

is not completely rational. 

The imagery of the novel supports his psychologi

cal dichotomy. He fears his hands: "they are covered 

with long hair—a stupid atavism . . . 'Apelike'" (p. 9; 

see also pp. 23, 133, 179). He cannot cope with irrational 

numbers or unknowns such as the square root of minus one 

and the .symbol x which represents the unknovm (pp. 8, 23, 

37, 39, 41, 96-, 164). He believes he is sick, but 
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alternately wants to remain ill and to be cured (pp. 35, 

61, 73, 78, 89, 98, 117, 123, 168, and 172). 

Throughout the work he vascillates betv/een the two 

desires: - "My head was breaking into pieces; two logical 

trains collided and crawled upon each other, rattling and 

smothering" (p. 172). At one moment he loves 1-330; at 

the next he fears and loathes her. He develops a "soul" 

(pp. 84-86) and feelings of the heart (p. 133). He also 

develops the emotions of jealousy (pp. 53 and 61) and suf

fers alienation (pp. 80, 83, 121, and 172). 

But in his actions, he denies more and more the 

authority of the state. He doesn't report 1-330's unortho-

doxy until the very end of his journals. He misses work 

(p. 70) . He wants to follow 1-330 past the Green V7all 

(p. 126). He joins MEPHI and agrees to help it capture 

t^^ Integral; there he shouts, "All must become insane" 

(p. 147) . He takes part in the piracy and attempts to 

kill U - for turning him in to the authorities (p. 195). 

He flees from the presence of the Well-Doer himself "To 

see her [1-330] once again" (p. 201). 

The tragedy of We, a basically comic novel, is 

that D-503 finally submits to entropy and to the operation 

which turns him into a vegetable (p. 218) . 

h subplot of W£, the relationship between D-503 

and 0-90, is also a focal point for Zamyatin's criticism 

of the regimented society. Although she does not have the 
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qualifications to meet the standards of the Maternal Norm, 

C-90 desires to have a baby even at the cost of death for 

disobeying the state (p. 107). she gains nobility by re

fusing to give up her mission (pp. 159-160 and 176-178). 

Her human emotions become superior to the coldness of the 

inflexible order of her society. 

Control Mechanisms 

Power 

Supposedly a society of reason and mathematical 

law, the United State exercises power, when necessary, to 

subjugate its citizens. D-503 is cognizant of this will

ingness: "Even the ancients . . . knew that the source of 

right was—might!" (p. 109). The Guardians use force to 

put dovm the rebellion of the Day of Unanimity (pp. 134-

135) . The government attempts to drive people into its 

treatment centers forcibly (p. 17 5). The Journal of the 

United State threatens death to those who will not submit 

to the operation which quells rebelliousness: "THOSE WHO 

FAIL TO COME WILL BE SUBMITTED TO THE MACHINE OF THE WELL

DOER" (p. 180). D-503 finds his friend R-13 dead on the 

streets after MEPHI blows up the Green Wall (p. 212). Thus, 

the United State is willing to utilize brutality and the 

threat of death to enforce its concept of social reality. 
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Segregation 

As a means of control, the government seals off the 

alternate reality of the countryside by means of a "Green 

V7all." D-503 believes "that not one of us has ever step

ped beyond the Green Wall since the Two Hundred Years' War" 

(p. 11) . frhe wall protects the orderly, mechanized world 

of the United State "from the irrational, ugly world of 

trees, birds, and beasts" (p. 89). 

MEPHI organizes in and operates from the country, 

which represents freedom and animal vitality—natural en

ergy, l^en D-503 perceives the face of a beast on the 

other side of the wall, he wonders "Wliat if that yellow-

eyed one, sitting there on that absurd dirty heap of leaves, 

is happier than I, in his life v/hich cannot be calculated 

in figures!" (p. 89). The rigid mathematical world of the 

United State cannot tolerate such ponderings; therefore, 

v/hen MEPHI blows up the original wall and releases birds, 

animal life, into the city, the government builds "a tem

porary Wall of high-voltage waves "to protect its citizens 

from an alternate perspective (p. 218) . 

Maintenance Organizations 

The United State maintains two basic organizations 

to protect its institutional order. The Guardians and the 

schools. The Guardians are basically similar to the 

Thought Police in 1984. Their bureau checks all written 

correspondence (p. 48). They use "areos" for surveillance 
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and pursuit (pp. 115 and 204) . They observe everyone for 

signs of deviancy: "our unseen Guardians are alv/ays right 

there among us, are they not, to register the Numbers v;ho 

might fall into error and save them from any further false 

steps?" (p. 130). On one occasion, the Guardians search 

through D-503's apartment complex and arrest three Numbers 

(p. 157). Just when MEPHI believes it has successfully 

pirated the Integral, an agent of the bureau announces, 

"In the name of the Guardians! . . . I talk to you: we 

know! We don't know your numbers yet, but we know every

thing else" (p. 188). 

The other most prominent agency of the United State 

is its educational system. The-purpose of course, is to 

complete the indoctrination of children and adults into 

the reality of the institutional order. D-503 explains 

that education in his world has clerical overtones: "We 

recalled our priest (it goes without saying that we were 

not taught the 'law' of ancient religion but the law of 

the United State)" (p. 40). The "priest" in this case is 

not a human but rather a mechanized teaching unit appropri

ate for a society devoid of humanism. Part of the termi

nology of education is actually that of industry: U -

teaches in the "Child-Educational Refinery" (p. 116). 

The citizen is subjected to systematic education through 

required daily attendance at the auditoriums. 
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Elimination of the Threat of 
Alternative Realities 

The United State lessens the threat of the alter

native reality of freedom by assigning it an inferior 

ontological status. D-503 describes a picture in a museum 

of ancient, free life: "an avenue of the twentieth cen

tury, a thundering, many-colored confusion of men, wheels, 

animals, billboards, trees, colors, and birds." In com

parison with his world of perfect order, this past existence 

appears barbaric: "It seemed to me so incredible, so ab

surd, that I laughed aloud" (p. 7). 

The subject of the lesson at the auditorium which 

D-503 records is the contrast between the "disorderly 

crackling" of ancient music and the "perfect regularity" 

of contemporary music. The audience realizes that an era 

which appreciated such irregular movements in music must 

have been a "wild epoch," without perfect form and there

fore undesirable (pp. 17-18). 

Therapy 

Since man's basic humanity cannot be exorcised by 

the processes of socialization, the United State depends 

upon a mechanical procedure to eliminate deviant behavior. 

The Journal of the United State records "The latest dis

covery of our State science is that there is a center for 

fancy—a miserable little nervous knot of the frontal lobe 

of the brain. A triple treatment of x-rays will cure you" 

(p. 167). The first people who exit the auditorium set up 
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for this procedure become "heavy-wheeled automatons seem

ingly bound in iron and moved by an invisible mechanism" 

(p. 175). The irony is that, whereas the Inner Party of 

Oceania utilizes a process of re-socialization to cure 

heretics, the United State with reason as its basic tenet 

depends upon lobotomies to prevail. D-503 finally under

goes the surgery and retains no recollection of his past. 

His final statement is for the victory of the State: "And 

I hope we win. More than that; I am certain v/e shall win. 

For Reason must prevail" (p. 218). 

Whereas the Party controls its members and the 

masses through the social reality of Oceania, the United 

State experiences open rebellion in its ranks which it can 

stop by no other means than severance of the frontal lobes 

of its subjects' brains. Since the revolution has not 

been completely quelled, hope remains that not all citizens 

cf the United State will be submitted to the procedure and 

that those beyond the Green Wail may rise once again. 1-330 

tells D-503, "Since the number of nunbers is infinite, how 

can there be a last one?" (p. 162). By analogy, she argues 

that there can be no last revolution. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE UNI-COMP WORLD: A SOCIALLY 

CONSTRUCTED REALITY 

Levin's This Perfect Day, a popular novel rather 

than a literary one, does not develop so systematically or 

so thoroughly as do 1984 and We the process whereby every

day life becomes a social reality for individuals. How

ever, this process provides the atmosphere for Levin's 

fast-paced, third person omniscient narrative. The attempts 

of the central character (LiRM35M4419, nicknamed Chip by 

his grandfather) to escape the bonds of his slavery in a 

computerized society where citizens are kept docile v/ith 

drugs provides the focal point for Levin's development of 

the novel. Therefore, most of This Perfect Day is action; 

but. Levin develops in his descriptions of life in a future 

society a man-made and maintained reality against which 

Chip fights for his freedom.. 

Objective Reality 

The world in which Chip lives is, for most citizens, 

a perfect one: "free of war and want and hunger, free of 
•k 

crime, violence, aggressiveness" (p. 142). Except in a 

-^ 

*A11 references are to the Fawcett Crest paperback 
edition of Ira Levin, This Perfect Day (Greenwich, Conn.: 
Fawcett Publications, Inc., 1970) and are cited in the text 

100 
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few pockets of primitive culture unknovm to most people, 

the citizens of the earth work together in the Family of 

mankind which has been unified. They are free of anxiety 

for two reasons. First, a computer makes all decisions 

for them. When Chip's grandfather. Papa Jan, guides the 

child on a tour of Uni-Comp, he sarcastically agrees that 

it will be exciting "to see the machine that's going to 

classify you and give you your assignments, that's going 

to decide where you'll live and v/hether or not you'll marry; 

and if you do, whether or not you'll have children and what 

n they'll be nam.ed if you have them" (p. 21). The citizens 

of the world believe that the logic of their machine is 

-J 
superior to their own judgment. Mary, one of Chip's ad

visors, explains that Uni-Comp can do a better job of 

choosing every alternative than can the citizen because 

"It knows everything" (p. 40). The computer can also dis

tribute goods equally so that everyone is free from the 

anxieties of competition and the danger of want and hunger. 

The second reason for man's happiness in the Uni-

Comp world is that he is treated with drugs. All citizens -

are satisfied to be equal, to live in harmony, and to give 

up the freedom of making decisions because they are ad

ministered monthly injections v/hich aid in "removing ag

gressiveness, controlling the sex drive, building in help

fulness and docility and gratitude" (p. 65). Because it is 

a world devoid of many human emotions, it is filled with 

._/<;.vC ' 
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"sterility and sameness and universal mechanical efficiency'' 

(p. 74) . However, most of its citizens are satisfied be- H ^-J^^ 

cause they have no realization of this overwhelming drab- ]'^ ^ 

ness; they are content to live in a homogenous, collective 1 

reality precisely because it poses no threat to their se

curity. 

Human Activity 

The action of This Perfect Day takes place in the 

second half of the second century after most of the world 

has been unified into the Family. Therefore, many citi

zens are aware that their social reality is a product of 

human activity. Papa Jan was one of the workers who helped 

build Uni-Comp, "the one computer to obsolete the old five" 

which each controlled a fifth of the world's population 

(p. 26) . 

Everyone believes that the system is perfect, that 

Uni-Comp alone maintains the social reality. As in 1984, 

no citizen is aware that the collective order is maintained 
! 

in the present by a group who lives in superior comfort ^ 

and whose leader is motivated by the desire for power. In 

actuality, the group is made up of the current programmers 

who live luxuriously in a cavern below its structure (p. 

283 ff.). At the helm of this subsociety is Wei, one of 

the four men deified by the outside society, which believes 

he has died many years before. Wei admits to Chip, when 

^ J^ 
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the rebel finally gains access to the hidden retreat, that 

his purpose in keeping the social order stagnant is to ex

ercise power: "there's joy in having it, in controlling, 

in being the only one" (p. 313). 

Limiting Choices of Activity: Institu
tionalization and Routines 

Every action of the members of the Family is regu

lated by Uni-Comp. Each nameber, as citizens are called, 

wears an identification bracelet which he must touch to 

omnipresent computer scanners in order to receive permis

sion to obtain goods, to walk from one part of a city to 

another,- or to travel cut of a city; in fact, to exercise 

all but the most basic acts of life. Drugs keep him docile 

enough to accept these limitations. Computerization and 

chemotherapy control all activities. 

The work which Uni-Comp assigns occupies much of 

the individual's time. Namebers participate in scheduled / ^ 

collective activities. They engage in sex only once a 

week, according to a fixed schedule, since their desire is 

controlled by drugs. Vacation travel is limited. Periodic 

m.eetings are scheduled so that advisors can make sure that 

each individual is functioning properly within the Family. 

For almost ten years Chip follows this routine existence: 

"During those years he was outwardly a normal and contented 

member of the Family. He did his work well, took part in 

house athletic and recreational programs, had weekly sexual 

,o 
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activity, made . . . bi-yearly visits to his parents, was 

in place and on time for TV and treatments and adviser meet

ings" (p. 56) . 

"The__qnly Possible World": Order 
Without Memory or History 

The Family's world appears to the individual as 

unchangeable. For a while. Chip does not act because he 

feels that the magnitude of the social order cannot be al

tered: "There were no alternatives, of course, no imagin

able alternatives to anything" (p. 57). 

Eveiy citizen believes that he is aware of the re

cent history of the v/orld unified by Uni-Comp. But true 

history has been hidden from him. Current books, all of 

which conform to the Family's idea of a perfect society, 

are printed in the universal language of English. In a 

Pre-Unification Museum, Chip secures older books written 

in French. When he discovers a method of translation, he 

learns that tlie past was not as horrible as the Family is 

taught. He reveals to a group of co-conspirators, "A lot 

of what we're told is true. There was crime and violence 

and stupidity and hunger. . . . But with it all, . . . 

members seem to have felt stronger and happier than we do. 

Going where they wanted, doing what they wanted . . . made 

them somehovz more alive than members today" (p. 113) . 

Chip hopes that somewhere he can find a colony of 

people who are not drugged. These colonies exist, but 
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most members believe that there are no more heretics. One 

of Chip's advisors tells him that the "incurables" are 

dead: "Every last one of them. . . . it was a long, long 

time ago. . . . Nobody'gets that way today" (p. 13). The 

only reality appears to be that of the Family. As King, 

one of Chip's co-conspirators points out, "Suppose you . . . 

find out that we are taught things that are untrue. . . 

You'll still be living right here . . . with a bracelet 

and an adviser and a monthly treatment" (p. 107). 

Symbolization of Objective Reality 

Roles 

As a member of the Family, each individual has no 

opportunity to choose any part of his lifestyle. Without 

his consent, Uni-Comp selects Chip's career, sends him 

wherever he is needed by the Family, and determines his 

residence. It denies him the option of having children: 

"In Chi he thought of getting married, but he was told he 

wasn't to reproduce and so there didn't seem much point in 

it" (p. 57). Wlien Chip tells a friend who is talented in 

drawing, "It's a shame you weren't classified an artist," 
i 
i 

Karl replies, "I wasn't . . . so I only draw on Sundays 

and holidays and during the free hour. I never let it in

terfere with my work or whatever else I'm supposed to be 

doing" (p. 46). Merely being part of the society entails 

giving up all rights to select alternatives. 
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The institutional order is represented then by Uni-

Comp itself. As the determiner of all actions, it becomes 

for the populus, as do Big Brother in 1984 and the Well-

Doer in We, a mystical symbol of the reality of the Family. 

At one point. Chip believes, "Uni was the will and wisdom 

of the entire Family. it had made him; had granted him 

his food, his clothing, his housing, his training. It had 

granted even the permission for his very conception" (p. 

80) . In the bizarre mechanized world of Chip and his fellow 

members, a computer becomes God. 

Physical Objects 

The collective equality of the Family's reality is 

supported by the uniformity of clothing and of living 

places for all; Chip, as a heretic, resents the standard

ized coveralls and "the sameness of members' rooms." In 

everything around him, he perceives "the universal sameness" 

(p. 56) . Obviously the bracelets which everyone must wear "̂  J^vy^^-^-'"' 

not only act as a linking device to Uni-Comp but also as a 

symbol of the individual's membership in and duty to the 

Family. Before his revolt, when Chip sees the drawings 

Karl has made of people with no bracelets, he feels "his 

stomach knotting sicktight" in protest (p. 51). 

The society reveres four men for the establishm.ent J 

of the social order of equality: Christ, Marx, Wood, and 

Wei. An epigrammatic poem appears immediately before the 

initial chapter of the novel: 
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Christ, Marx, Wood, and Wei 
Led us to this perfect day. 

Marx, Wood, Wei, and Christ; 
All but one were sacrificed. 

Wood, Wei, Christ and Marx 
Gave us lovely schools and parks 

Wei, Christ, Marx, and Wood 
Made us humble, made us good. 

—child's rhyme for 
bouncing a ball 

The presence of these men, who supposedly represent the 

qualities which the Uni-Comp world holds dear, is symbo

lized in portraits which hang throughout public places and 

offices (pp. 57, 87, 89). 

Verbal and Written Messages 

The order of the Family is reinforced by its tele

vision programming and printed materials. While flying 

home to visit, his parents. Chip observes "the TV screens, 

with an actor playing Marx on all of them" (p. 165) . Later, 

when he and a group intent on destroying Uni-Comp fly to its 

locale, they watch "Christ's Life and a years-old Family at 

Work" (p. 263). Chip utilizes a popular book Wei's Living 

V7isdom to secure a vocabulary list in French after he dis

covers an article from the propaganda treatise in that 

foreign language. As a child, he has read comic books 

whose heroes are the philosophical founders of the social 

reality. When his advisor visits him, he is occupied with 

reading a cartoon version of "Wood's Struggle" (p. 12). 
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Ritual 

Holidays in the Family's world support the ideology 

of the institution: "Christmas and Marxmas and Unification 

Day and Wood's and Wei's Birthdays" (p. 18). At a pre-

Marxmas celebration in Equality Park, Chip and a new girl-
\ 

friend sing, ' 

One mighty Family, A single perfect breed. 

Free of all selfishness. Aggressiveness and greed" 

(p. 96) . After his first attempt at rebellion. Chip be

comes normal and helps to carry "On the two-hundreth anni

versary of Wei's birth, in the parade . . . , a huge por

trait banner of smiling Wei" (p. 154) . 

Language 

The Family regards words which do not fulfill i ts 

perspective of passivity to be cursewords. After he says 

to a girlfriend, "hate" and "fight," his advisor reminds > 
\^pr^.'yj./-

him that to use such "dirty" words is indicative of anti- 1 '^ 
I 
( 

social behavior (p. 39) . To promote the unity and equality 

of the society, all male children are named after "Christ, 

Marx, Wood, or Wei" (p. 16), that is Jesus, Karl, Bob, or | 

Li. All female children are called Mary, Anna, Peace, or j 
i 

Yin (p. 96} . Thus, to a limited extent, language rein- | 

forces the ideology of a unified world. 
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Distribution of Labor and Knowledge 

Members learn information which is necessary for 

their tasks, but little about the workings of their society 

in general. For example, when Chip is classified as a 

genetic taxonomist, he is sent to an acadcimy where "he 

learned elementary genetics and lab techniques and modula

tion and transplant theory" (p. 41). His training as a 

geneticist continues. Hov/ever, he gains knowledge of the 

society as it functions only from other heretics and his 

readings in French. On their trip to Uni-Comp, Papa Jan 

takes Chip to the real computer banks several stories be

low the ones most tourists see: "Those aren't real, those 

pink and orange boxes in there! Those are toys, for the 

Family to come look at and feel cozy and warm v/ith!"' (p. 

23) . This information leads Chip to believe that he can 

destroy the device which denies freedom. Initially he be

lieves that "TreatiTients were to prevent diseases and to re

lax members who were tense and to keep women from having 

too many babies" (p. 34). He learns from a group of here

tics many years later, "They make us into machines" (p. 65) 

The most frightening fact Chip discovers is a pro- J 

duct of his translations of older books; he finds that 62 

is not the nonr.al life span of humans, as everyone believes: 

"We're made to die. By Uni. It's programmed for efficiency 

and it's decided that sixty-two is the optimum dying 

time" (p. 115)• The programmers under Uni-Comp utilize 
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transplants to remain alive indefinitely; they make the \ 

Family believe that there is a maximum life span to main

tain their special privilege of immortality. Thus, by 

keeping the outsiders ignorant of their existence, they ^ 

-live more comfortably and securely than those they sup

posedly serve. 

Since all information is stored in Uni-Comp, a 

member must place his identification bracelet to a scanner 

to have access to its memory. Uni-Comp may then refuse 

the information or, if the request seems heretical, iden

tify the meniber and order that he be treated. Wlien Chip 

wants to escape with a former co-conspirator, he has no 

way of locating her himself because he knows that if he 

requests her address he will once again be identified as 

a deviant: "And where was she? Still in Ind, or was she 

somewhere else?" (p. 161) . By controlling the flow of in

formation, the programmers eliminate much of the danger of 

conspiracy. 

Subjective Reality 

As does Zamyatin, Levin assumes a basic human na- 1 

ture v;hich, no matter how tranquilized with drugs, will 

emerge to seek freedom. Even though the social order is ^ 

basically positive, that is, free from war, physical danger, 

and worry, not every member can internalize it because it 

negates his freedom to choose a less safe, but m.ore human 

reality. 

J 

\ 
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Primary Socialization 

The Family depends upon well-socialized adults to 

raise their children in the social order and to help them 

internalize this order. Few specifics appear in This 

Perfect Day concerning the rearing of children, but it is 

obvious that Chip's mother and father are orthodox. VTlien 

Chip worries about the possibility that some members might 

not want treatments, she immediately calls his advisor 

(p. 11) . When Papa Jan leaves his children and grand

children after their tour of Uni-Comp, Chip's father tells 

the boy that he is glad his obviously somewhat heretical 

father does not live near them: "He was a bad influence 

on you" (p. 32) . After his first attem.pt at rebellion. 

Chip's mother wants his assurance that he is cured. V7hile 

he visits their apartment in Europe, she questions him., 

"Are you sick again?" (p. 169). Since Uni-Comp selects 

couples to bear children, it most likely picks those who j 

will help children internalize the objective reality of the / 

J 
Family. 

Successful Socialization 

Before his dissatisfaction with the society begins. 

Chip exhibits, for the most part, the behavior of a so

cialized citizen. He urges Papa Jan to tell an advisor ;' 

"About wanting to argue with Uni" (p. 28). In fact. Chip 

soon tells his own advisor about his errant grandfather 

http://attem.pt
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(p. 30). At school he informs on his friend Karl for draw

ing pictures of members with no bracelets (pp. 51-52). To 

be like everyone else is a goal of the Family, since it be

lieves in total conformity to the social order. When Chip 

says to a new girlfriend that he would like to know more 

about her, she quickly responds "I'm no different from any 

other member" (p. 95) . 

Unsuccessful Socialization 

Papa Jan creates doubts in Chip. The grandfather \ 

tells him that Uni-Comp should be his servant: "you don'tji 

belong to it" (p. 24) . He encourages Chip to "t.ry wanting 

something" (p. 29) . The child begins to daydream of choos

ing a career for himself. He resents that there is no 

human factor in the process: "If he were given a classi

fication he didn't like, and members were involved, maybe 

it would be possible to explain to them" (p. 35) . The be

ginnings of a desire to exercise his will germinate in Chip. 

These seeds remain in Chip. In fact, his unv/ill-

ingness to submit causes the actions, the narrative of 

which comprise most of the novel. He joins a group of 

people v/ho escape the Family two nights a week by meeting 

in a Pre-Unification Museum. At their urging, he slows 

down his pace so that he will receive less medication (pp. 

66-68). Merely to escape temporarily twice a week is not 

enough for Chip; this desire for a more permanent freedom 

causes Chip to confront the leader of the group. King, with 
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the accusation that the older man has been withholding in

formation about islands of incurables. Chip believes that 

King has once been stationed near one of these areas: "I'm 

staying here until I hear the truth" (p. 135). When King 

confesses. Chip plans his escape but is caught and treated. 

Ten years later he manages to escape medication once 

more (pp. 158-159) . He finds that he cannot leave for one 

of the islands until he can locate Lilac, one of the orig

inal group at the Museum, whom he loves. To free her from 

her drugged state, he is willing to use physical force, 

detested by the Family. He kidnaps her by threatening to 

kill her with a gun (p. 175) . To keep her moving, he hits 

her twice (pp. 177 and 185) . 

Much later when V7ei tempts Chip with the prospect 

of longevity as a programmer, the rebel continues to detest 

the society's means of keeping the Family fettered by drugs 

and computerization. Eventually he succeeds in blowing up 

Uni-Comp and killing Wei (p. 313). Throughout his awakened 

life. Chip is cognizant that everyone should have the right 

to live by choice—-that a world of freedom complicated by /̂  . 

war, hunger, and aggressive competition is preferable to a 

world of unconscious happiness. ^ 

Control Mechanisms 

Power 

Even when it is threatened by physical force, the 

Family refuses to utilize violence to answer the challenge. * 
.J 

\ 

\ 
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Herein lies the greatest difference between Levin's Uni- \ 

Comp earth, on one hand, and Orwell's Oceania and Zamya

tin's United State, on the other. While two members of 

Chip's group who plan to sabotage Uni-Comp threaten members / 

with bombs and guns, the Family responds by gassing them j 

with a tranquilizer (pp. 270-272). 

Seqregation 

The programmers maintain the social reality of the 

Family partly by isolating deviants or, more precisely, by 

allowing them to isolate themselves. This process will be 

explained in the section. Elimination of the Threat of Al-

ternative Realities. 

Maintenance. Organizations 

Aside from Uni-Comp and drug treatments, the m.ost 

effective methods of control are the advisors and the Family 

itself. Advisors are trained in a special Academy (p. 11); 

they carry a small terminal which alloŵ s them to gain in

formation from or transmit information to Uni-Comp (p. 13). 

It is an advisor who discovers Chip's first attempt to 

escape when he learns from computer data that Chip has 

managed to postpone the date of his monthly treatment by 
1 

one day (PP. 139-144). 

Wlien Chip escapes the advisor, it is the Family ^ 

who captures him. Trying to exit the building. Chip hears 

a loud speaker announcement: "Brothers, sisters . . . an 
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emergency has arisen. There's a member in the building 

who's sick . . . and he needs everyone of us to help find 

him and get him to the treatment room as quickly as pos

sible" (p. 146). When Chip's description is given, the 

members all aid in his capture saying "Easy, easy . . . 

we're helping you" (p. 147). As good members of the 

Family, they truly believe they are aiding somieone who is • 

ill. Thus the collective order is its own police. 

Elimination of the Threat of 
Alternative Realities 

The Family controls the alternatives of choosing " 

for oneself and fighting by assigning them an inferior 

ontological status. When Chip asks a girlfriend to think 

about choosing a career, she replies "That's silly. And 

sick. We get classified; there's nothing to think about" 

(p. 37). Chip's playmates are astounded when they learn 

that some people intentionally hurt one another; the boy 

who tells them responds "That's why they're called incur

ables, because they're very, very sick" (p. 9). Both exer

cising freedom and aggressive behavior are primitive acts. 

The programmers rid the normalized society of the 

threat of heretics by providing them an escape. As in 1984, 

the power structure maintains an alternative reality for 

the purpo.^e of identifying and isolating errant individuals. 

However, the programmers do not attempt to re-socialize 

these deviants, for the deviants eliminate themselves as 

threats. 
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The programmers leave maps in Pre-Unification Mu

seums on which are clumsily disguised locations of islands 

not shov/n on Family maps. Thus anyone who seeks an alter

native will eventually discover one of these sources of 

information. Chip twice finds these maps (pp. 131 and 164) 

Eventually, he and Lilac reach the coastline, where they 

find an empty boat, which is also provided by the program

mers. Dover, the young man who rescues them after they 

lose their boat, says that he thinks Uni utilizes the 

islands "as prisons for us" (p. 214) . 

"Liberty," the island where Chip and Lilac exist 

is indeed a prison where the natives use the "Steelies .c- " 

(so called because of their bracelets) as a cheap labor 

force. Tormented by hunger and squalid living conditions, 

most "Steelies" don't have the energy to fight Uni-Comp any 

longer. 

If a "Steely" maintains his desire to destroy the 

computer, this is also within the control of the program

mers. The men, such as Dover and his associates, who res

cue groups of "Steelies" are actually agents \Nho carefully 

watch all conspiracy plans. When Chip arrives at Uni-Comp, 

Dover takes away his weapons and bombs (p. 280) . Wei ex

plains to Chip about the islands: "At first they were 

strongholds of the original incurables; and then . . . 'iso

lation vrards' . . . , and now . . . wildlife prese.rves where 

natural leaders can emerge and prove themselves" (p. 284). 

.J 
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Chip, however, never accepts his role as a leader. 

Wei relates, "The computer which you thought was the Fami

ly's changeless and uncontrolled master is in fact the 

Family's servant, controlled by members like yourselves— 

enterprising, thoughtful, and concerned" (p. 285). Al- . 

though the Family lives in peace and harmony. Chip prefers-̂ '̂ 

a world of freedom. 

Therapy 

As is the operation in Zamyatin's We, therapy in 

This Perfect Day is mechanical rather than sociological 

or psychological. Deviants are re-socialized by drug treat 

ments which cause them to confess, implicate their co

conspirators and accept the social reality. 

However, the drugs are eventually not enough to 

overcome Chip's desire for the freedom of man. A deviant 

who has just reached Uni-Comp's underground caverns tells 

Chip "after he has destroyed Uni-Comp, "They're talking as 

if the Family's going to die in the morning. . . . It isn't 

It's going to be born" (p. 318). Whereas 1984 ends in de

spair and We in only hope for the future. This Perfect Day 

concludes with the awareness that mankind will be able to 

live a free, if not alv/ays happy, existence. 



CHAPTER VII 

CONCLUSION 

Orwell's 1984, Zamyatin's We, and Lev.in' s This 

Perfect Day are examples of visions of the horrors of 

socially created realities imposed on controlled societies. 

With sure and telling irony these three authors have pro

vided their interp.retations of the potentials they sense 

for the destruction of all individual freedom through 

massive techniques of thought control. As the various 

analyses in this study of the three novels indicate, the 

major focus in each work is upon the imposition of socially 

constructed realities. 

Through the use of principles derived frsjn analysis 

of Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann's The Social Con

struction of Reality, it has been possible to demonstrate 

how the three novels are constructed to provide their sord:re 

visions of societies in which external order is so rigidly 

imposed on its members that for them this order becomes a 

seemingly omnipotent and omnipresent reality from which 

there is little hope for escape. That the central figures 

in each novel do attempt to break away from the socially 

constructed realities in v/hich they are imprisoned is evi

dence of the authors' surviving beliefs in the enduring 

desires of mankind for dignity as individuals. That each 

central character, initially, at least, is doomed to failure 

118 
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in his quest for such dignity illustrates the general tone 

of pessimism and despair which permeates the authors' per

sonal visions of the potential in the twentieth century 

for the denigration of the individual through any arbitrary 

and dictatorial imposition of socially constructed realities 

on the members of society. 

In each novel, it is apparent that the state, in

stead of being the people's servant, becomes the people's 

totalitarian master which enforces on them only those 

realities which suit the state's purposes. 

Whether these works of Orwell, Zamyatin, and Levin 

are viewed as nightmare visions of future reality, inter

pretive histories of twentieth century European totali

tarian societies, and/or as mixtures of the authors' per

sonal experiences and readings, they provide in the human

istic tradition serious consideration of the condition of 

man. They deserve careful and thoughtful analysis as 

examples of humane and humanistic voices crying out in the 

midst of the actual and potential controlled societies of 

the twentieth century. 

) 

X 
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Ĥou'se Publishers, Ltd. 1962. 

Shane, Alex M. The Life and Works of Evgenij Zamjatin. 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 196b. 

Slonim Marc. Modern Russian Literature: From Chekhov to 

the Present. New York: Oxford University Press, 
1953. 

Stark, Werner. "Sociology of Knowledge." The Encyclopedj^a 
of Philosophy. 8 vols. New York: The Macmillan 
Company, 1967, VII, 475-478. 



127 

Steinhoff, William. George Orwell and the Origins of 1984. 
Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 1975. 

Struve, Gleb. Russian Literature under Lenin and Stalin, 
1917-1953, Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 
1971. 

Vorhees, Richard J. The Paradox of George Orwell. [n.p.]: 
Purdue University Studies, 1961. 

Weber, Eugene. "The Anti-Utopia of the Twentieth Century," 
South Atlantic Quarterly, 58, no. 3 (Summer 1959), 
440-447. 

Woodcock, George. The Crystal Spirit: A Study of George 
Orwell. U.S.A.: Minerva Press, 1966. 

. "Utopias In Negative," Sewanee Review, 64, no. 1 
(Winter 1956), 79-97. 

Zamiatin, Eugene. We. trans. Gregory Zilboorg. Dutton 
Paperback edition. New York: E. P. Dutton & Co., 
Inc., 1959. 

Zamyatin, Yevgeny. P. Soviet Heretic: Essays by Yevgeny 
Z.amyatiji. ed. and trans. Mirra Ginsburg. Chicago: 
The UnTversity of Chicago Press, 1970. 

We. trans. Mirra Ginsburg. New York: The 
VikTrTg Press, 1972. 

Zavalishin, Vyacheslav. Early_SoyietJVrl^^ New York: 
Frederick A. Ungar Publishers, 1958. 

Zeke, Zoltan G. and William White. "George Orwell: A 
Selected Bibliography," Bulletin of Bibliography, 
23 (May-August 1961), 110-114. 

"Orwelliana," Bulletin of Bibliography, 23 
•(September-DecembiFl[961), 140-144; 23 (January-
April 1962), ]66-168. 




