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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The twentieth century has seen rapid growth of 

interest in a desire for better understanding of the 

numerous subcultural groups within the United States, 

This group has been called by several names* Spanish 

American, Mexican, Mexican American, Spanish, and Latin 

American, For this study, the term Mexican American has 

been selected, 

Mexican Americans are by no means foreigners in 

the Southwest, In contrast to most European minorities 

in the United States, ancestors of the Mexican Americans 

were here long before the Anglo-Saxons (15J202), They 

settled in America at a time when there were only ruaors 

of its existence. 

The original culture was a mixture of old Spain and 

the native folklore of the Indians, with whoa they inter

married. Despite numerous differences, the combined 

oxiltures provided the people with a uniting core of religion, 

language, customs, and values, which they have made their 

own (15x199), This unity also allows them to identify with 

the larger society. However, when early family contacts 
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vary, the individual does not experience solid ingrouping 

and may have difficulty identifying elsewhere. 

According to Relndorp (17*186) the Mexican American 

views change and progress with maturity and a more settled 

orientation. The Mexican American has some thirteen cen

turies of history on x̂ jhich to reflect. His ancestors as 

well as himself have lived for many generations in an 

environment of very little change. Even after arriving in 

America, there were no moves toward innovation and no reason 

to do so. Any changes that might have occurred would 

probably have seemed dangerous. The old, the familiar and 

the well-tested denoted security and stability. 

The forces of acculturation have especially affected 

the Mexican American (15t203), Utilitarian aspects of 

American culture such as cars, household utilities, etc,, 

have been assimilated by Mexican Americans as their incomes 

will allow. The Mexican Americans have been far more 

reluctant to give up the value ideals of their fathers. 

Peak (15:201) states that* 

In spite of the romantic history and honored 
tradition of Spanish America, the attitude of the 
American population today toward the descendants 
from the early days unfortunately can be summed 
up as the "Mexican Problem", 

For the most part, change has been slow and almost 

iinnoticed. World War II brought about a major break-through 

of forces promoting change and problem-solving in the Mexican 

American communities (15:410), Reorganization of structural 
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relationships in the Mexican American commtmities as well 

as realignment of individual perceptions, attitudes and 

actions are all a part of social change. 

A shift f3X)m unskilled to skilled Jobs lias been a 

result of Increasing urtenlzation. This particular shift 

has had a primary affect on the younger generation Mexican 

American (l6:4ll). 

Problem of the Study 

The problem of this study vias to determine areas 

of similarity as well as areas of differences in attitudes 

and perceptions between the Mexican American students at 

Texas Technological College and a national sample of college 

students in the United States, as determined by a national 

survey taken in January of this year. 

Need for the Study 

The mid twentieth century has shown problems of 

complexity for the Mexican American, along with growths in 

population, especially in the Southwest (4:288). The Mexican 

American faces conditions and problems never anticipated by 

his ancestors, VJhlle outer forces have almost completely 

changed, the value and attitude patterns have experienced 

almost no change. 

Cultural differences possess positive as well as 

negative aspects. For the Mexican American their culture is 

representative of the most constructive and effective means 

with which to cope with changing social and natural 



4 

environment (23:298), If new ways appear to be more 

meaningful and rewarding than old ways, the Mexican American 

will change, but they must be allowed time and opportunity 

to use these new ways. As noted by Brunkan (2:109): 

The Mexican American caught in the middle of 
the conflict between two cultures may react in 
one of several ways. Some retreat to the security 
of the conservative Mexican American world. Some 
seek geographical escape by migrating to the 
larger cities of Texas, California, Michigan, or 
Illinois, Some escape to the twilight zone of 
alcoholism. Some rebel and coianlt crimes or 
engage in antisocial behavior. As their numbers 
increase, more and more acoultured Mexican 
Americans are trying to create for themselves a 
respected place embracing the best of both worlds. 

The reaction and results of Mexican American com

munities to Anglo contact is quite varied. This is basically 

due to the fact that Individual Mexican Americans differ in 

retention of their original culture (13:185), 

Rapid socioeconomic change is being experienced by 

the Mexican American culture resulting in assimilation by 

the dominant English-speaking group (10:448), However, this 

change, migration and resultant problems have generally gone 

unnoticed by social scientists, Knowlton (10:453) points 

out that: 

The Spanish Americans are undergoing great 
social and cultural changes that for the most 
part are unstudied and unnoticed, A culture 
formed in isolation and reDSlnlng remarkably 
stable for several hundreds of years is finally 
breaking down under the impact of modem currents 
of industrialization, urbanization, Anglo migra
tion, and the loss of traditional ways of making 
a living. For better or worse, the Spanish-
Americans are now plunging into the full flow of 
modem America, 
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The fact that few Mexican American children have 

accepted the supreme value of material goods and socio

economic success h^s been realized by few educators (4:311), 

Since the Mexican American has found most of his own grati

fication in a world in vihich these are unknown, such 

reluctance in accepting is understandable. 

While Mexican Americans are involved in the American 

acculturation process, there are still many iiho resist this 

acculturation (2:1), Much of their Mexican cultural heri

tage is too valuable and applicable to be given up very 

soon. Though the Mexican Americans desire full acceptance 

in the larger society, they do not wish to forfeit their 

cultural heritage (23:296), As a result of participation 

in American as well as Mexican cultures, the Mexican 

American child is confronted with duties and obligations 

which conflict V7ith his self concept and parental expectations. 

Purpose of the Study 

It is hoped that this study will lend some insight 

into various areas of the self, parent-child relationships 

and expectations of the Mexican American student. Findings 

of this study will have implications for the teacher, the 

student, and any other individual who is Interested in a 

better understanding of the Mexican American, 

Limitations of the Study 

Research compiled for this study was limited to 
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current literature available relevant to the Mexican 

American, Research material considered related was limited 

to materials available in the Texas Technological Library, 

Further limitation existed in small sampling of Mexican 

American students at Texas Technological College, 



CHAPTER II 

RELATED LITERATURE 

During the last twenty-five years, very few books 

have been written on the Mexican Americans (18:1), They 

have been treated lightly in textbooks in contrast to 

other minority ethnic groups. Materials involving the 

Mexican American can be found most often in Journal articles, 

specialized reports and conference proceedings, A limited 

knowledge and understanding of the Mexican American people 

is possessed by professionals in private agencies. 

Basically, three specific areas are to be considered 

in this review of related literature. They are: (1) family 

structure of the Mexican American; (2) attitudes, values 

and belief systems of the Mexican American; and (3) future 

anticipations and expectations of the Mexican American. 

Family Structure of the 
Mexican American 

An important motivating force in the life of the 

Mexican American is the family (1:5). The family is the 

main focus of social identification in all classes of 

Mexican American society; it is a sanctuary in a hostile 

7 
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world full of envy and greed (12:44), 

The familial role is primary and is the most valued 

institution in the Mexican American society (11:17), Basic 

loyalties are to the family—the source of most affective 

relations. The Mexican American society is founded on 

family solidarity and male superiority, 

Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck (9:196) in their study of 

the Mexican American found their main principles were 

parent-child relationships in which authority of age and a 

lifelong obedience to that authority dominated. Firmness 

on the part of parents was present, but they were also 

expected to be kind and affectionate to the child. The 

Mexican American children were seldom allowed to exhibit 

initiative or bold expression of ideas. Dependent behavior 

was rigorously trained for. Through time, lack of continuity 

in the family has added to the confused authority line. 

Loyalty to the family is a primary value in the 

Mexican American family. As noted by Madsen: (11:19) 

The upper class rancher and the lowly crop 
picker both think of themselves first as 
family members and secondly as individuals. 

Loyalty and devotion to family members and each other, vjith 

resulting respect for their elders, are basic cultural norms 

for Mexican American society, 

Relndorp (17:193) found property lines and possessions 

of minor significance, Interdependency of families supports 

the attitude of what belongs to one person belongs to 
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everyone and is for anyone who needs it. 

In a study of urban areas in Southern California, 

the traditional extended Mexican American family group, 

which includes siblings and their children, is found in very 

few numbers (l6:4l3). 

Sister Francesca (11:52) discovered three accultura

tion levels in her study of three generations of Mexican 

Americans in an urban setting. The older generation (50 years 

and over) retained the traditional Mexican American culture, 

but the third generation (25 years and less) was much more 

receptive to cxiltural patterns of the Anglo-American, 

Contacts xTlth Anglo children, radio, television, etc., 

have altered the Mexican American children's conception of 

close home supervision and discipline (15:204), Satisfactory 

discoveries other than home life have made them resistant to 

institutional controls of the traditional culture. Conflict 

and role accomodation are resiilting between parents and 

children.(8:69), 

One Mexican American high school teacher says that 

family obligations prevent the economic success needed for 

advancement in this v7orld (11:45), Conservative Mexican 

Americans regard such criticism from the more anglicized 

younger generation as nearly blasphemous. 

As the family protects, so it demands. Every indi

vidual is regarded as a ̂ ralking symbol of his family (11:44), 

To bring shame on one's family is an unforgivable sin. 
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The father's position is still one of authority, 

but his actual control of the sitiiation is diminished. 

As pointed out by Mead: (13tl88) 

It is the young people more than fathers 
who are the contacts with the outside world. 
They are the strangers at home, and under
mine the father's authority. They may even 
look down on him, if they have adopted Anglo 
attitudes. 

The Anglo value of individualism is in direct con

flict with the Mexican value of family solidarity (lli46), 

Mexican Americans believe that putting family above self 

is necessary to fulfill the will of God, 

The younger generation Mexican Americans who are 

more anglicized than their parents often resent the 

absolutism of the traditional father (11:52), In a study 

of Mexican American college students dealing with this 

idea, students were asked to evaluate the father's role 

and viewed it as too authoritarian. At the same time that 

the father appears to the child as the aloof enforcer of 

proper behavior, the ties with the mother are strengthened. 

While the father is obeyed and the mother is adored, both 

are entitled to respect. 

Attitudes, Values and Belief 
Systems of the Mexican 

American 

Differential association of Mexican American family 

members with Anglos has created dissimilarity among each 

Mexican American family member (7«625), The young person 
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attempting an Anglo adjustment needs new skills, as well as 

a new set of attitudes of persistence and aspiration 

(13:187), According to Mead (13:187), these changes in 

young Mexican Americans are generally temporary, thus alter

ing earlier training, patterns of later family life and 

responsibilities to relatives in a minor way. 

Adjusting to difficulties rather than overcoming 

them is characteristic of the Mexican American (15:204), 

Much misunderstanding on the part of Anglos has resulted 

from the Mexican American philosophy of acceptance and 

resignation, passivity, dependency, etc,, which has been 

Interpreted as indifference, laziness or lack of ambition by 

Anglos, 

Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck (9:170) selected five 

culturally different groups to determine dominant and 

varlent value orientations. Of special significance was a 

definite separation of the Mexican American from the other 

groups. The Mexican American culture was also found to be 

the most distinctively different of all the groups, Mexican 

American responses to the test items were Inconsistent, 

which Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck assiomed to be a cultural 

inconsistency rather than faulty questioning. Family life 

was firm, with few transgressions of mores. Though the 

Mexican American and Anglo American had experienced close 

contact for about one hundred years, they found little 

understanding of each group for the other. Responses 
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regarding the Mexican American were irresponsible, shift

less, dishonest, untrustworthy and sometimes brutal as well 

as dangerous. 

With regard to the preceding responses, Kluckhohn 

and Strodtbeck offer some explanations (9:186), First, 

the Mexican American has little sense of the future, ̂ thus 

having no reason to plan for it. In the line of tradition, 

the children of Mexican American families are expected to 

be obedient and imquestioning, with an Indifferent attitude 

toward transients. Secondly, the Mexican American is not 

lazy. He experiences dependent betevior which usually is 

not demanding of long-range planning in order to overcome 

any obstacles. 

The Mexican American culture emphasizes the established 

present (13:180), The present is validated by the past, and 

the future is expected to be comparable to the present. The 

Mexican American framework allows little planning. Things 

which might result in future benefits are put off iintil 

tomorrow or some later date. 

Leisure and labour are frequently incorporated. This 

the Mexican American feels explains the Anglo basis for 

calling them "lazy", (13:191) 

Readiness to accept things as they are are character

istic of the Mexican American, with a realistic concern for 

rewards and problems of the immediate present (17:182), The 

Mexican American is not attracted by the concept of success 
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and is unable to understand its strong appeal to the Anglo, 

The Mexican American would prefer to meet and adjust to 

difficulties rather than attempt to overcome them, 

^ Of necessity in the Mexican American culture are 

face-saving and ego-supporting devices as a way to maintain 

the Importance of the worth of an individual (1:6), Along 

these same lines are honor and respect which are associated 

with the idea of not being obligated or indebted to non-

family members (11:18), This is a naln reason for the . 

Mexican American male seldom asking a favor or a loan. If 

he must seek outside help, he will try to settle his accounts 

as soon as possible, 

Mexican Americans evaluate a person in tearms of what 

he is (11:19), Honor, prestige, self-reliance, shame and 

related concepts are not considered in terms of achievement. 

Instead, they are classified as personal qualities. 

According to Madsen: (11:19) 

To take stand on an issue and then retreat 
is regarded as degrading. Therefore, the 
Latin avoids stating an opinion unless he is 
ready to stand by and defend it , , , Revenge 
is usually achieved by direct physical attack, 
which may not be Immediate but must be 
inevitable . , , 

Avoiding being proven wrong is the Mexican American concept 

of male honor (11:19), Once a stand is taken on an issue, 

one must not retreat. Thus, the Mexican American seldom 

openly states an opinion unless he can stand by and defend 

it. If a Mexican American does back dovjn, respect for him 
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is lost in the community. This attitude is reflected in the 

Mexican American reluctance to become involved in contro

versial issues which is regarded as foolhardy, (11:19) 

To criticize the subjective beliefs of another person 

or try to change them is inexcusable (11:21), One may think 

as he wishes, but may not Impose his ideas on others. Such 

questioning and imposition is viewed as belittling the 

other person. 

Admitted by Mexican Americans as being a major barrier 

to the material advancement of their race is en-vy (11:22), 

This envy may be aroused by success in most any activity— 

especially when an eqxjal individual n^kes sudden achievements 

and excels to a higher position. Defenses are always up, as 

deprivation of what belongs to one may result. 

In a study in a Southern California high school, a 

large number of Mexican American students, primarily from 

low income families with a great deal of language difficulty, 

were found to be suffering from minority group feelings (22il68), 

Verbal inte2?views with the students revealed they were aware 

of their social situation. One specific area of self-

consciousness was significant: the Mexican American student 

hates to stand in front of the class and recite. This investi

gation concluded that the Mexican American students have an 

acute need for achieving and belonging. They want to be 

respected, liked, and accepted. 

Educators in general feel a large percentage of Mexican 
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.'American children view themselves negatively (3:217), Being 

caught between the Mexican and the American ways of life is 

thought to be the main reason for this negative self-lxaage. 

The concept of failure is transferred to the child in school 

in the form of constant frustration and disappointment, 

(12:189). 

From September, 1964 to Jtme, I966, a study was con

ducted by Ti P, Carter (3:218) in secondary schools in one 

of California's rich agricultural valleys. No support of 

the negative self-concept of Mexican American students was 

found; However, it vias very apparent that teachers and 

administrators felt the Mexican American students were 

inferior, and Just assumed they felt the same X'jay, 

Compared to the Anglo culture, a lack of goal orienta-

tion on the part of the Mexican American is present: (ll:l6) 

^ '5̂  Instead of blaming himself for his error, he 
1 frequently attributes it to adverse circumstances. 
The Latin does not think he missed the bus because 
he arrived too late. He blames the bus for leav
ing before he arrived. It is believed that 
everybody is subject to temptation imder certain 
circumstances due to human weakness, which is a 
universal rather than individual failing, 

jFutiire Anticipations and Expectations 
of Mexican Americans 

Primary values of the Mexican American are acceptance 

and appreciation of things as they are (11:17), Since God, 

as opposed to man, is in control of events the Mexican 

American does not accept the future orientation of the Anglo 

nor his concept of future planning. 
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What the Mexican American child is taught at school 

is frequently in conflict with what is learned at home 

(3:217). Since he must learn to cope with this conflict, 

he seeks a sub-society, which offers reference group methods 

for solving the conflicts. Some Mexican Americans resort 

to removal of self from the depreciating environment and 

find a place in the community supporting themselves (3:217), 

According to Mead: (13:187) 

It is mostly young people who begin moving 
into the larger society and who Identify vjlth 
groups other than family and hometoim. But 
though sociologists speak of their striking 
Americanization, the young people of 10 years 
ago who were obviously 'going Anglo' are now 
the Spanish American adults. It seems that 
it is their children who will be Anglos-
mana. 

Along these same lines of thought. Mead (13:191) 

found a great stress placed on education "for the children". 

This stress was seldom for onesislf, Education was desired--

but for the children. Because of this emphasis, teachers 

have expressed the idea that motlvBtlon of these children is 

very difficult with regard to the future — in terms of 

grades. Jobs, and/or Improved living standards, 

Relndorp (17:184), too, noted a preference for 

immediate retiards by the Mexican American as opposed to a 

definite concept of the future. The Mexican American does 

only what cannot be done at another time. 

Possibly related to the Mexican American concern for 

being as opposed to doing imy be a lack of opportunity for 
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doing (17:188), A great concern for doing has never 

developed among the Mexican American, Work was associated 

with the loxfer class and viewed as lowering, while activity 

had the reverse connotation, 

Saunders (19:117) noted that the Mexican American will 

defer that which can be done at a future date and do only 

that VJhich must be done. What the Mexican American does to

day is out of necessity, not because work has a driving zeal 

for him. 

Who the Mexican American is and what is expected of 

him are exemplified through home and peer group (3:219), A 

study of the Mexican American seems to indicate normal distri

bution in perception of self and meeting of one's standards. 

Achievements are rarely shown to relatives, and Mexican 

American children's activities are seldom of Interest to 

others (13:172), They are expected to display modesty, as to 

stand out from the rest of the group is threatening, Marks 

are not vied for in school. If good marks are achieved, they 

are not made knovm to other persons, nor does the Mexican 

American student alloxi aspiration and achievement to be a 

focal point in his life. Though there is an Interest in 

education, it is seldom encouraged at home. 

The average Mexican American finds security in the 

old and stable, not in the new and imfamiliar (15:204), 

Thus they do not reach the degree of Involvement that Anglos 

do; 
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In a study of Mexican American high school seniors, 

mobility aspirations and means of realization were compared 

to a senior group of Anglo Americans (6:6808), Mexican 

Americans showed lower mobility ambition in all responses 

regarding mobility goals. There was not variance in ambi

tion by parental occupation, education, and country of birth 

or family size, Mexican American boys were found to aspire 

as well as expect to exceed measurably in their parents' 

occupational level. This was viewed as a new trend among 

Mexican Americans, Cross-tabulation in other backgroimd 

characteristics did not indicate statistically different 

variation in educational expectations. Findings in this same 

study showed similar mobility' goals and values in Mexican 

American boys and their Anglo peers. However, large families, 

lack of socialization in advancement behaviors, failure to 

acquire advancement skills in school and lack of visible 

models have all contributed to the Mexican Americans being 

imavjare of existing opportunities. 

Another study x̂ as done to ascertain whether or not 

Significant attltudlnal differences existed toward education 

between Mexican Americans and Anglo American pupils (5«250), 

These students were matched in the areas of socioeconomic 

level, intelligence, age, grade, and sex. Differences were 

more numerous in the randomly selected group as compared to 

the matching group. When a difference was evident, the Anglo 

American group had a more positive attitude tovjard education. 

:i.--.^Tl'Sfm^'*?1PRlTKF^^Tr^'" 
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A general conclusion was made that the areas of agreement 

were much greater than the areas of disagreement among the 

Anglo American and Mexican American groups. 

With regard to competition for school achievement, 

vrhich is shunned by Mexican American children, Madsen says: 

(11:107) 

• , • Mexican American children especially 
dread being forced to recite in class. They 
know tl:̂ t their mistakes in English will be 
criticized in class and perhaps ridiculed 
after class by Anglo students. The push to 
excel violates the noncompetitive of La Raza, 
A Mexican American student who conspicuously 
outshines his agemates in academic endeavors 
is mocked or shimned, 

Schwartz (20:4732) conducted a study to determine 

possible inhibitors of educational achievement of Mexican 

Americans, His comparative groups were Anglos, He found 

Mexican Americans and Anglos possessed more similarities in 

the twelfth than in the ninth g-rade. Peer disapproval for 

the Mexican American V7as found to have less significance 

than the family and concern for adult disapproval. 

Carter (3:219) maintains that: 

Educators must re-examine the school and 
the students they serve to test such currently 
held beliefs as the group negative self-image 
concept. Too ready acceptance of such notions 
serves to protect educators from the in-depth 
examination of other problems relative to the 
success and failure of Mexican students in the 
'Anglo' school. 

The Mexican American feels tliat the Anglos blind 

dependence on science and a ceaseless push for advancement 
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have fettered the Anglo's integrity and intellectual ability 

(11:13). The Mexican American male sees himself as meeting 

life's problems with intelligence and logic which he finds 

lacking in the Anglo, 

Higher pay is not an imiaediate interest of the Mexican 

American (13»191), The Mexican American keeps out of 

competitive work sitixations because of fear of standing out 

from the group. Achievement will only serve to lower his 

community status and he has no other community to go to, 

Commimity sentiment works against members of the group who 

strive to "get ahead" in the Anglo sense (13:190), 

Merit as a basis for employment or promotion is not 

understood by the Mexican American (17:191), The Mexican 

American views employment and promotion in terms of whom one 

knows, rather than wliat one knows. 

An inevitable and acceptable part of everyday life for 

the Mexican American is work (13:191), It presents a certain 

amount of trouble, therefore one does not need to go out 

after it. Should one be idle, or stay away from one's Job, 

this is not viewed as moral corruption. Everyone is expected 

to do his part, but seldom is there any mention of expectations. 

Seen as desirable is working for oneself, because then one is 

free to work at one's own tempo. 

Since the Mexican American time orientation is to the 

present or Immediate future, wages are usually spent as they 

are received (11:108), More often than not these wages are 
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spent on pleasures rather than on necessities. 

Many Mexican Americans who go on to college do not 

really have specific intentions says Madsen (11:52), He 

points out that a "good many of the Mexican Americans who 

go on to college don't seem to know what they want out of 

an education , , ." (11:108), This is especially true of the 

Mexican Americans who are striving for higher educational 

achievement than those of their parents, Madsen (11:52) 

also concluded that Mexican Americans from upper class 

families usually have a specific goal in mlndj while Mexican 

Americans from lower and middle classes seldom come out 

qualified for a profession or well-paid occupation. 

In conclusion, there is need for a more thorough 

understanding of the Mexican American, his familial structure, 

attitudes, beliefs, values and expectations. There is also 

need for more thorough research dealing with the Mexican 

American and his adjustments to the Anglo American culture-

degree as well as impact. 



CHAPTER III 

METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

Involved in Initial planning of the study were 

design of the study, selection of subjects, determination 

of data collection method, and selection of an appropriate 

statistical technique. Since the nature of the study was 

primarily exploratory, it was decided to limit the sampling 

to students on the campus of Texas Technological College, 

A national sample might, therefore, be used in a future 

study. The goal of the study was an empirical measure of 

opinions to facilitate comparisons. An Instimment which 

was successful in a related study was utilized. 

Subjects 

Mexican American students on the campus of Texas 

Technological College were used in the study. Three reasons 

contributed to this decision. First, there were sufficient 

Mexican American st\;idents on campus to warrant a study of 

this type. Secondly, to the knowledge of numerous faculty 

questioned, a study of this type had not been carried out on 

this campus and was deemed advisable by these same persons 

due to the already large, and grovjlng, number of Mexican 

Americs.n students. The third reason was the availability of 

22 
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the Mexican American students. 

Three possible methods of determining the number of 

Mexican American students were considered, One involved the 

use of records at the registrar's office, which would have 

meant review of nearly 20,000 student records. This 

possibility x\ias eliminated due to the time Involved plus the 

fact that the records did not indicate those students who 

were Mexican American but did not have a Mexican American 

surname, A second possibility was contact with the Mexican 

Americsm groups here on campus, from x-jhich names of subjects 

might be obtained. This possibility, too, was ̂ mlnated as 

persons in these groups indicated a low percentage of actual 

Mexican American student involvement. Nor did these groups 

have any indication of the names of Mexican American students 

on campus. The third possibility Involved use of the campus 

telephone directory as a means of determining Mexican American 

students on campus. This alternative v?as selected as a 

limited amount of time was required in obtaining names and 

addresses of Mexican American students and their addresses, 

and the method appeared to have as much possibility of validity 

as the previous two possible methods, A Mexican American 

student was employed to go through the fall, I968 college 

telephone directory, selecting names and addresses of Mexican 

American students according to surname. Age, race and enroll

ment at Texas Technological College were the only three 

criterion used in selecting the sample. 

One fallacy immediately realized in this method should 
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be mentioned, Mexican American students who no longer could 

be recognized by surname could not bs selected. Therefore, 

some names were undoubtedly missed, but there was no way of 

knowing exactly hoxsr many. Students with Mexican American 

surnames, but who vjere not Mexican American, probably elected 

in many Instances not to return the questionnaire. 

One of the main difficulties vjas determining the 

actuBl number of Mexican American students at Texas 

Technological College, 

Instrument 

The questionnaire used for this study was taken from 

a national survey (21:71), published in Fortune magazine in 

January of this year. The original survey was conducted by 

the Yankelovich Organization, one of the largest Independent 

firms specializing in "attitude research". Men and women 

were involved and ranged in age from 18 to 25, The survey 

Included persons who had had no college, practical college, 

and forerunner college. Groupings were indicated in terms 

of percentages, A total of 334 persons were attending college, 

at the time of their participation in the survey. It is with 

this 334 persons that the Mexican American student sampling 

is compared with in this study. 

A total of six areas were involved in the original 

survey of the national sampling. However, for purposes of 

this study, three of the six were selected. They vrere: 

(1) about parents, (2) basic values, and (3) career plans. 
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These three areas v;ere selected for two reasons. First, they 

appeared to offer more meaningful and measurable results for 

this study. The other three areas were quite opinionated 

and x-rere questioned in terms of actual measurement so that a 

meaningful significance might be determined between the 

Mexican American students and the national group surveyed. 

Secondly, the other three areas x-jere difficult to substantiate 

in terms of past or current research, while the three chosen 

areas did offer some, though limited, literature and research. 

Thirteen questions were included in the total 

questionnaire used. Of these thirteen, questions 1-4 per

tained to the section "about parents". Questions 5-8 dealt 

with "basic values". Questions 9-13 were related to "career 

plans". 

Procedure 

Follovjlng selection of Mexican American students 

from the college telephone directory, a letter of explanation 

(Appendix A) and the questionnaire (Appendix B) were sent to 

the students, A return envelope was provided for return of 

the questionnaire. In hopes of obtaining a larger sampling, 

a campus box was made available to avoid undue expense for the 

student, A campus telephone nximber X'jas also available in 

order that the Mexican American students might call if they 

did not understand the purpose and/or any portion of the 

questionnaire. A period of one month X'jas allowed for return 

of the questionnaire. 
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Out of 204 questionnaires sent, 50 questionnaires, 

or 24 percent, were returned. Out of this 24 percent, 

19 percent were usable. This figure of 19 percent is 

1 percent larger than the 18 percent as indicated by the 

American Institute of Public Opinion (14:392). The reasons 

for a a.ecrease in the original 24 percent were as follows. 

Five of the subjects to which questionnaires were sent were 

not Mexican American, Three of the subjects did not fall 

within the age range of the stxidy, T̂ JO of the subjects had 

moved and their questionnaires were returned indicating no 

forx'jarding address. One was eliminated because her father 

was a career serviceman, thus almost completely eliminating 

meaningful contact with the Mexican American community. 

Hypotheses 

Due to the dominant influence of Anglo American 

students at Texas Technological College, the Mexican American 

students should display significant similarities in response 

to parental attitudes, basic values, and careers. The 

following four hypotheses x-fill be tested in this study: 

1, Attitudes of Mexican American st̂ ldents at Texas 
Technological College do not differ sig-nificantly 
from attitudes of a sample of representative 
college students in the United States with regard 
to parents, 

2, Mexican American college students at Texas 
Technological College are more liberal and per
missive in their attitudes than college students 
in the United States. 

3, Professional attitudes of Mexican American college 
students at Texas Technological College are not 
significantly different from a representative 
sample of college students in the United States, 
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4, Mexican American students at Texas Technological 
College are sufficiently similar to the general 
student body that it vfould be impractical to 
design a program of study of different context 
to meet their individual needs. 

Statistical Analysis 

The study Involved working with enumeration data. 

No intei-val measures were available. Responses from the 

study vjere tabulated in terms of categories. Available 

data from the national survey was in the form of tabulation 

data and percentages. As a result, the chi square was used 

as it is one of the techniques by which data of this type 

can be compared. The chi square vrould serve as a test of 

Independence betxfeen variables, thus determining areas in 

which the txio groups might or might not differ significantly. 

The ,01 and ,05 levels of significance were employed. 

Questions 4, 7, 8, 10, 12 and 13 allowed for selection 

of more than one of the choices provided. These questions 

vrere examined in terms of percentages. Computation of the 

total percentages Involved resulted in l4 percent as the 

mean, which will be used as the significant figure for this 

study. 



CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND INTERPRETATIONS 

The findings related to each of the three areas imder 

investigation in this study—about parents, basic values, and 

career plans—will be discussed in the same order. In each 

area there are subgroups which will be analyzed separately in 

an effort to reject or accept the first three hypotheses as 

stated in Chapter Three, The fourth hypothesis will be dis

cussed in light of findings for hypotheses one, two and three. 

About Parents 

The opinions of the Mexican American college students 

and the national college students regarding their parents 

were covered in questions 1-4 of the questionnaire. An exami

nation of the replies to the first four questions provides the 

basis for accepting or rejecting hypothesis one. 

Question one Involved expression of Mexican American 

students' attitudes relative to willingness of their parents 

to accept change, as shown in Table 1, Results of this ques

tion show rejection of hypothesis one at the ,01 level, A 

significant nvimber of Mexican American students indicated that 

28 
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their parents were reluctant to accept change. 

TABLE 1 

A COMPARISON OF STUDENT ATTITUDES REGARDING 
PARENTAL ACCEPTANCE OP CHANGE 

Q, How would you complete the following sentence? "The 
main trouble with the older generation is ", 

Question 
Item 

a 

b 

0 

d 

^2 X = 

m = 
NR = 

Mexican American 
Response 

26 

4 

3 

7 

21,50 L of S = ,01 

40 
357 

National 
Response 

127 

100 

100 

30 

df = 3 

Though 26 of these students selected jjarental 

reluctance to accept change as most accurate of the four 

possible responses to question one, this might be viex̂ red by 

the educator with interest. Even though the parents were 

viex'jed as being hesitant to accept change, some degree of 

willingness to accept change appears to be present in the 

Mexican American parents. The degree of reluctance woiild be 

worthy of further study. In the national sample the parents 

were viex-red as being reluctant to accept change but to a 

somewhat lesser degree than in the Mexican American sample. 

Such a difference coiad resiat in a larger amount of family 

friction in Mexican American families. This is not true because 

the Mexican American youth appears to have a lower level of 
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expectations in regard to parental willingness to accept 

change than the parents in the national sample. The dis

cussion of question two provides pertinent information. 

In order to determine student feelings about the gen

eration gap, question two was asked. Responses to this 

question were in terms of degrees of the generation gap. 

Results of the question are listed below in Table 2, indicating 

a rejection of hypothesis one at the ,01 level of significance, 

TABLE 2 

A COMPARISON OF GENERATION GAP INTENSITY 
* ' * ' ^ ^ ™ ^ ' " 1 ^ • I l " ^ M » II " — — • — • • • m W M ^ M I • I I [ I I l . . .> I • ^ M ^ i M — I m • • • • • • IIIJ » > • ••IIB ! • • i W i H I M I—III, , I • » ! • • • • • • 

Q, Do you feel that there is a large "generation gap" today, 
that it exists but has been exaggerated, or that it 
doesn't exist? 

Question 
Item 

a 

b 

c 

d 

x2 = 

NR = 

54,28 

40 
344 

Mexican American 
Response 

L 

7 

29 

2 

2 

of S = , 01 df 

National 
Response 

217 

70 

50 

7 

= 3 

While the students in the national sampling felt there 

was a large generation gap, the Mexican American students 

felt the generation gap.had been exaggerated. Response of 

the Mexican American students to question one might shed some 

light on their response to question two. If the parents were 

viewed as reluctant to accept change, still some degree of 
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acceptance is apparently present. The degree of acceptance 

could be a factor in the Mexican American students feeling 

the generation gap had been exaggerated and their level of 

expectation in regard to change differed, 

A lesser degree of generation gap is consistent with 

Madsen (11:1) who viewed the family as the main focus of 

social identification for the Mexican American, Thus familial 

ties woxild appear to be closer for the Mexican American stu

dents than the national students. 

Differences between student valixes and parental values 

were posed in question three. Acceptance of hypothesis one 

x̂ias a result of this question as shown in Table 3 below. The 

Mexican American students and national students did not differ 

significantly in response to the question, 

TABLE 3 

A COMPARISON OF PARENTAL VALUES 
AND PERSONAL VALUES 

Q, Do you feel th^t the differences between your values and 
your parents values are very great, moderate, or very 
slight? 

Question 
Item 

a 

b 

c 

x2 = 

i MA = 

NR t= 

2.81 

40 

344 

Mexican American 
Response 

L 

7 

15 

18 

of S = 0 

National 
Response 

70 

167 

110 

df = 2 
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Though level of significance was not meaningful in 

this instance, it is interesting to note that neither group 

viex-red differences in values between their parents and them

selves as being very great. Selection of very slight or 

moderate on the part of the Mexican American students would 

be consistent x̂ ith their response to question two, implying 

exaggeration of the generation gap. 

Responses confirm literatujce. As noted by Madsen 

(11:19), loyalty and family devotion is a basic cultural norm 

within the Mexican American society. Responses are also 

consistent with the general principles of socialization. 

Differences are great in families with a high Incidence of 

disorganization. There is not any evidence to suggest this 

condition in either sample. The evidence is heavily toward 

the other side. 

Applicable attitudes to parents and self vrere the con

text of question foiir. All parts of question four could be 

ansx̂ ered viith one or more responses. Such responses did not 

lend themselves to chi square analysis. Table 4 data, on the 

follox'Tlng page, is presented in terms of percentages to 

facilitate comparisons. 

Sections of question four x-iere conservative as vrell 

as liberal in nature, A distinction betx̂ reen the two classi

fications is made on Table 4 by an asterik, x̂ ith the asterik 

implying a conservative attitude. 
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A COMPARISON 
VIEWED BY 

TABLE 4 

OF PARENTAL AND SELF ATTITUDES AS 
STUDENTS IN TERI4S OF PERCENTAGES 

Q, Are the following attitudes more applicable to 
your parents? 

Question 
Item 

a» 

b» 

e* 

d** 

e 

f* 

S 

h* 

1 

J 

k 

1 

m* 

n 

Mexican American 
Response 

15 

22 

27 

15 

8 

13 

12 

12 

9 

7 

3 

9 

10 

6 

% 

39 

63 

77 

47 

22 

42 

34 

38 

25 

19 

9 

26 

35 

19 

National 
Response 

167 

164 

l6l 

147 

134 

60 

57 

47 

127 

37 

27 

30 

77 

37 

you 

% 

50 

49 

48 

44 

40 

18 

17 

14 

38 

11 

8 

9 

23 

11 

or 

% Dli 

-11 

+14 

+29 

+ 3 

-18 

+16 

-17 

+24 

-13 

- 8 

- 1 

-17 

+12 

- 8 

* Conservative question 
+ Acceptance of conservatism by Mexican American 

student sampling 
- Rejection of conservatism by Mexican American 
student sampling 

Percentage of responses to items b (respect for those 

in authority), d (faith in democratic process), h (Interested 

in money), 1 (do something about things you don't like), J 

(open to world), k (interest in beauty), m (self-centered), and 
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n (concern with what is happening to the coimtry) showed 

acceptance of hypothesis one as stated. Responses to a 

(likely to compromise with things you don't like), c (accept 

things as they are), e (tolerant of other's views), f (honest 

with oneself), g (Interest in other people) and 1 (optimistic 

about the futiu?e) showed rejection of the hypothesis by 

Mexican American students. Eight of the items provided evi

dence suggesting support of hypothesis one as stated, and 

6 items suggested some liberalism and possible rejection of 

the hypothesis. When compared x:lth the national sample a 

more conservative pattern vjas found in regard to the Mexican 

American sample. The hypothesis was accepted on the basis of 

evidence piovlded by an examination of information contained 

in question four and the evidence provided by the examination 

of question 1-3. 

Looking at question four in terms of conservatism 

and liberalism, Mexican American students viewed their parents 

as being more conservative than themselves, thus implying 

they, the Mexican American students, were more 11 bengal. Per

centages seem to imply Mexican American students viewed their 

parents as being more conservative than parents of the national 

sampling. Only on sections g (interest in other people), J 

(open to the xiorld), 1 (Interest in beauty), and n (concern 

for vihat is happening to the country) did national students 

indicate a higher percentage of conservatism on the part of 

their parents. 

Literature is supportive of the conservative attitude 
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of Mexican American parents. As stated by Kluckhohn and 

Strodtbeck (9:196) authority of age and a life-long obedience 

to that authority dominates in the Mexican American society. 

It is also indicative of the reverse attitude, that of 

liberalism, on the part of Mexican American students. As 

pointed out by Humphrey (8:69), more Anglo contact on the 

part of Mexican American children is contributing to conflict 

of i>arent-child role accomodations. This conflict becomes 

a problem when youth leave home to live in an urban-technical 

society, 

Madsen (11:52) also points out rejection of the tra

ditional father by younger generation Mexican Americans, 

This could offer further explanation for the more liberal 

attitudes of the Mexican American student sampling. 

In looking at the total results of questions 1-4, the 

follox'ilng conclusion was reached regarding hypothesis one. 

The hypothesis as stated xjas accepted, Hoxiever, evidence 

appears to be somewhat inadequate and deserving of further 

in-depth study since acceptance and rejection of the hypothesis 

by Mexican American students was evenly distributed, 

Basic Values 

In order to obtain some ideas as to basic values of 

Mexican American students as compared with the national student 

sampling, questions 5-8 will be evaluated, 

A total of seven parts comprised question five, which 

asked to which of the ideas the students personally subscribe. 

Results of responses are listed in Table 5, with the computation 
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of the chi square providing empirical evidence to be used 

in the analysis. All parts of question five were found to 

be significantly different at the ,01 level of significance. 

Thus, hypothesis txio vras rejected as stated, 

TABLE 5 

A COMPARISON OF IDEAS PERSONALLY 
SUBSCRIBED TO BY STUDENTS 

Q, To vrhich of 

Question 
Item 

a 

b 

c 

d 

e 

1 ^ 
6 

these ideas do you 

Mexican American 
Responses 

38 

37 

40 

33 

33 

29 

30 

personally 

National 
Responses 

234 

194 

227 

180 

184 

87 

167 

subscribe? 

df L of S 

1 ,01 

1 ,01 

1 ,01 

1 ,01 

1 ,01 

1 ,01 

1 ,01 

Ideas Included in question five xiere related to hard 

work, saving regularly, doing a Job x-jell, reliance on oneself, 

planning ahead, work as a means of staying out of trouble, and 

making your oxra luck. In all of these areas, the Mexican 

American responded more conservatively than the national stu

dent sampling. 

Such conservatism in these areas is contradictory to 

previous literature. While the Mexican American student felt 

hard work would pay off, Relndorp (17:182) foimd the reverse 
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to be true. The Mexican American sax-r worth in saving, yet 

Madsen (11:108) implied the Mexican American spent xjages as 

soon as they were received. The Mexican American student felt 

that doing a Job x̂ ell was very important. In fact, the per

centage response to this particular section of question five 

was 100 percent. This is the opposite of Mead's comment 

(13*191) that the Mexican American views work as Inevitable 

and presenting a certain amount of troxible, with little 

emphasis on expectation. Standing on one's own two feet was 

deemed a positive idea by the Mexican American student, yet 

Relndorp (17:193) stated tlrmt Mexican Americans supported the 

attitude that what belongs to one person belongs to everyone 

and is for anyone who needs it, thereby contributing to inter

dependency of families. Planning ahead was vlevred as a 

positive attitude by the Mexican American students, Hox-jever, 

Peak (15:204), Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck (9J186), and Mead 

(13:180) maintained that the Mexican American does not plan 

for the future, A second aspect of hard work was covered in 

section f and received a positive response, again, by the 

Mexican American students. This, again is contradictory to 

literatTJire (17:182), The final section dealt with control of 

one's environment, which the Mexican American viewed in a 

positive manner, also. Yet Peak (15s204) stated that Mexican 

Americans adjust to difficulties rather than attempting to 

overcome them, 

A factor not measured by this study is deserving of 

mention at this point. There could be a difference between 
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stated attitudes of Mexican American students and actual 

behavior. Implications for this possible discrepancy, 

however, would constitute a study in itself. 

Further study in the above areas would certainly 

appear advisable in light of extensive contradictions between 

Mexican American student responses and corresponding litera

ture. 

The concept of success in terms of the stated values 

for both groups of students were compared in question six. 

Results of this comparison are listed in Table 6, Parts a, 

c and d showed differences at the ,05 level of significance. 

Parts e and f showed ,01 level of significance. Only part 

b did not shovr significant difference. Therefore, question 

six provided a tasis for rejection of the second hypothesis, 

TABLE 6 

A COMPARISON OP SUCCESS AS VIEWED 
THROUGH PERSOML VALUES 

Q, Which of the following definitions of success reflect 
your own personal values? 

Question 
Item 

a* 

b» 

c* 

d 

e* 

f 

*Conservatlv 

Mexican American 
Responses 

36 

30 

36 

30 

28 

33 

e question 

National 
Responses 

251 

301 

247 

217 

143 

208 

df 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

L of S 

.05 

.05 

.05 

.01 

,01 
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Four of the six parts of question six reflected a 

conservative attitude. These parts were a (love and respect 

for one's oxm family), b (living the good Christian life), 

c (doing work that is more than Just a Job), and e (being a 

respected leader in the community). With the exception of 

b, the Mexican American students responded in a significantly 

affirmative manner to these parts. They indicated a much 

more conservative attitude on the part of the Mexican American 

students when compared with the national students, 

part a would be consistent with previous literature. 

Part b, living the good Christian life, could have been an 

area of misunderstanding or confusion on the part of the 

Mexican American student, as Roman Catholicism is the dominant 

religion for the Mexican Americans, Literature vrould also 

imply this possible misinterpretation as pointed out by Madsen 

(11:46) x-rho emphasized that Mexican Americans put family before 

self as part of fulfilling the will of God, Part c implies an 

inconsistency with literature, Mexican American students felt 

strongly (90 percent) that work is more than just a Job, This 

same idea was brought out previously in question five, part c. 

As mentioned at that time, this idea is the reverse of Mead's 

statement (I31I9I) that the Mexican American looks upon work 

as inevitable, with little emphasis or expectation. Part e 

showed the Mexican American student as aspiring to be a 

respected leader in the community, Litei^ature is contradictory 

to this implication as noted by Relndorp (17:182) x-rho said the 
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Mexican American was not attracted by the concept of success 

and by Madsen (11:22) vrho implied rejection of an individual 

by the Mexican American community who makes sudden achieve

ments and excels to a higher position. 

Parts d and f vrere worded in terms of a liber-al 

point of view. Part d, doing your own thing, reflected a 

more liberal attitude on the part of Mexican American students 

when compared vrith the national student sampling. However, 

this particular part of the questionnaire could infer differ

ent meanings to each person. Such discrepancy of part d 

seems to indicate more exactness of meaning if used in future 

studies. Part f x̂ as also worded in liberal terms. It was 

significant at the ,01 level, indicating a more liberal 

attitude on the part of Mexican American students in bringing 

about needed changes in society. Mead supports this finding 

to some degree in her statement tlmt Mexican American young 

people, due to outside contacts, are becoming strangers at 

home and undermining authority of the father (13:188), The 

family structure and values of the Mexican American family may 

lack the necessary adaptability to function in an urban-

technological economy. The traditional Mexican American family 

seems to be well suited to a rural-agrarian economy. 

Question seven, involving selection of welcomed social 

changes, will be discussed in terms of comparative percentages. 

Comparisons are listed in Table 7. Of a total 14 parts, 11 

failed to support hypothesis two, while 3 parts supported 

hypothesis txTO as stated. Therefore, question seven produced 
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evidence x̂ hich xms the basis for the rejection of hypothesis 

two as stated, 

TABLE 7 

A COMPARISON OP WELCOMED 
SOCIAL CHANGES 

Q, Which of the following social changes vrould you welcome? 

Question 
Item 

â t 

ley* 

c* 

d* 

e* 

f 

g 

h 

1 

J 

k-;̂  

1 

m 

n 

Mexican American 
Responses 

24 

28 

26 

23 

22 

17 

23 

27 

25 

23 

8 

16 

18 

10 

^ 

60 

70 

65 

57.5 

55 

42,5 

57.5 

67,5 

62.5 

57,5 

20 

40 

45 

25 

National 
Responses 

194 

277 

190 

277 

280 

277 

257 

280 

260 

224 

154 

234 

177 

140 

^ 

58 

83 

57 

83 

84 

83 

77 

84 

78 

67 

46 

70 

53 

42 

Diff 

+ 2 

-13 

+ 8 

-25.5 

-29 

+40,5 

+19.5 

+16,5 

+15.5 

+ 9,5 

-26 

+30 

+ 8 

+17 

*Conservative question 
+Acceptance of conservatism by Mexican American 
student sampling 

-Rejection of conservatism by Mexican American 
student sampling 
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Parts a (more emphasis on lavr and order), and c (more 

respect for authority) stated in conservative terms did not 

differ 14 percent or more, Hovrever, parts b (more emphasis 

on combating crime) and k (more emphasis on private enter

prise) differed 25,5 percent and 26 percent, respectively. 

Peak's statement that the American population today views 

the Mexican American as a problem (15:201) would be questioned 

by the responses of Mexican American students to part b, 

emphasizing combating of crime. The Mexican American student 

sampling viewed free enterprise less favorably than did the 

national student sampling. This, too, is in opposition to 

Mead's contention that the Mexican American vievrs vrorking for 

oneself as desirable, so that one can x-rork at one's ovm tempo 

(13:191). 

Liberal portions of question seven Included f (more 

freedom to debate and disagree openly), g (more freedom to do 

xihat one wants as long as others are not hurt), h (more 

acceptance of other's pecularlties), 1 (less emphasis on 

status-keeping up with the Joneses), 1 (more emphasis on the 

arts), m (more vigorous but nonviolent protests by Negroes 

and other minority groups), and n (more sexual freedom). 

With the exception of parts J and m, the Mexican American 

students responded at the 14 percent level or above, indicat

ing a greater degree of conservatism on the part of the 

Mexican American student as compared to the national student 

sampling. This majority responsiveness by the Mexican American 

students tovrard conservatism could have educational as vrell as 
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sociological implications. If this degree of conservatism is 

prevalent in other studies of the Mexican American, then it 

could be assumed that there would be fewer "problems" and 

fevrer liberals within the Mexican American society. Since 

less than 50 percent of the Mexican American students favored 

changes regarding freedom to debate and disagree openly and 

more vigorous but nonviolent protests by minority groups, 

this, too, could imply a reduction in the Mexican American 

"problem", 

Easy acceptance of societal restraints were presented 

in question eight. Since more than one response could be 

given, the data in Table 8 on the following page is in terms 

of percentages. All questions xvere a measure of conservative 

opinions. With the exception of part c (the power and 

authority of the "boss" in a work situation), the Mexican 

American scored higher on every part of the question. There

fore, question eight information would provide the basis for 

rejection of hypothesis two as stated. 

Those opinions most acceptable to the Mexican American 

students at the l4 percent level or above were a (prohibition 

against marijuana), b (prohibition against other drugs), and 1 

(showing respect for people you may not, in fact, respect). 

Part c (rejection of authority and power of the "boss" 

in the work situation) xias viewed less favorably than all 

other parts of question eight. Such a response could imply 

a form of rejection of the traditional father authority as 

pointed out by Mead (13:188) and Madsen (11:52). 
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TABLE 8 

A COMPARISON OF EASILY ACCEPTED 
SOCIETAL RESTRi\INTS 

Q, Which of these restraints. Imposed by society and its 
Institutions, can you accept easily? 

Question 
Item 

a 

b 

c 

d 

e 

f 

g 

h 

1 

J 

Mexican American 
Responses 

30 

35 

16 

18 

17 

15 

13 

16 

18 

4 

% 

75 

87.5 

40 

45 

42.5 

37.5 

32.5 

40 

45 

10 

National 
Responses 

177 

244 

187 

144 

123 

93 

103 

93 

70 

10 

% 

53 

73 

56 

43 

37 

28 

31 

28 

21 

3 

Diff 

+22 

+14,5 

-16 

+ 2 

+ 5,5 

+ 9.5 

+ 1.5 

+12 

+24 

+ 7 

+Acceptance of conservatism by Mexican American 
student sampling 
-Rejection of conservatism by Mexican American 
student sampling 

With the acceptance of all but one of the conservative 

measures, the evidence produced by question eight did not 

support hypothesis tvro as stated, 
/ 

)• 

All four questions relevant to hypothesis two produced 

evidence which could be used as a basis of rejecting hypothesis 

two. Therefore, hypothesis two as stated is rejected. 

rc'iVtS^st 



^5 

Career Plans 

Phases of the Mexican American student and national 

student career plans were measured by questions 9-13. 

Definlteness of career plans were measured by ques

tion nine in terms of degree of planning for one's career. 

Table 9 Indicates differences in response to this question 

as measured by chi square. For part a, the difference 

between the Mexican American students and the national stu

dents was significant at the ,05 level of significance. For 

part b, the difference between the Mexican American students 

and the national students vras significant at the .01 level 

of significance. Part c did not shoxsr a significant difference 

between the tx4o groups. Since two of the three possible 

responses shovred significant levels of difference, hypothesis 

three xias rejected, 

TABLE 9 

A COMPARISON OP CAREER 
PLAN DEPINITENSSS 

Q, VJould you say that: (a) your career plans are definite 
(b) you haven't really made up your mind yet (c) you 
have no career plans and don't intend to make any? 

Question Mexican American National df L of S 
Item Responses Responses 

a 29 167 1 .05 

b 11 144 1 ,01 

c 7 1 
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The Mexican American students Indicated a consider

ably high amount of definlteness in career plans when 

compared with the national student sampling, as noted under 

item a. Therefore, it vrould be logical tliat the Mexican 

American vrould score lower than the national student sampling 

on part b (haven't really made up your mind yet). 

These results are contradictory to literature, 

Madsen (11:108) says that many Mexican Americans who go on 

to college do not really have specific intentions. If 

results of the question are at all valid, then maybe 

educational Institutions are spending unxvarranted time aid

ing the direction of the Mexican American students, assuming 

they already have definite plans vjhen they enter college. 

A clarification might be helpful at this point. 

This study differed from any other study reviewed in that 

all Mexican Americans vrere enrolled in school at the time 

of the survey. Had the situation differed, results might 

have differed significantly, too. 

Predisposition to kinds of vrork (if any) were the 

content of question ten. Since more than one response was 

possible, results are in percentages, as shox-rn in Table 10 

on the following page. All parts of question 10 showed 

acceptance of hypothesis three as stated. There were no 

parts with a l4 percent or more differentiation between the 

Mexican American students and the national students. 
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TABLE 10 

A COMPARISON OF TYPES OP WORK TO WHICH 
STUDENTS ARE PREDISPOSED 

Q, To which of these kinds of work (if any) are you pre* 
disposed? 

Item 

a 

b 

c 

d 

e 

f 

g 

h 

1 

lean American 
Responses 

. 8 

17 

4 

6 

9 

7 

6 

6 

1 

2 

% National 
Responses 

20 

42,5 

10 

15 

22,5 

17.5 

15 

15 

2.5 

5 

60 

103 

30 

20 

30 

30 

17 

20 

10 

13 

% 

18 

31 

9 

6 

9 

9 

5 

6 

3 

4 

% 
Diff 

2 

11.5 

1 

9 

13.5 

8.5 

10 

9 

.5 

1 

Vocational choices indicated vjere business admin

istration, marketing, teaching, engineering, medicine, 

helping professions (social work, psychology, etc.), the arts, 

science, laxi, accounting, and government. If agreement on 

tendencies tox-jard areas of work could be verified on a 

larger scale to Include all cultural groupings, the Job of 

educational institutions might be easier. Areas of predis

position could be concentrated on by the student as well as 

the total institution to better meet students' needs and 

interests. 
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Opinions relative to the student's prospective 

career, as viewed by himself, were measured in question 

eleven. The chi square was used to measure the significance 

of differences and provided the basis for hypothesis three. 

Table 11 is a tabulation of the replies relative to question 

eleven. None of the differences in the four parts of 

question eleven were significant. The chi square differences 

provided sufficient evidence to warrant acceptance of hypo

thesis three as stated, 

TABLE 11 

A COMPARISON OF STUD:a^T ANTICIPATION 
OF CAREER 

Q, Do you: (a) look forward to your career (b) feel 
indifferent to it (c) dislike the prospect (d) no 
opinion? 

Q u e s t i o n 
I t em 

a 

b 

c 

d 

Mexican American 
Responses 

37 

3 

Nat iona l 
Responses 

280 

40 

7 

10 

df 

1 

1 

1 

1 

L of S 

tm 

-

-

-

Relevant literatxire xias not presented in this paper 

as none xias available. However, since so many of the Mexican 

American students indicated that they were looking forirard to 

their career, perhaps educational administrators are overly 

concerned with the motivation and incentive of the Mexican 

American student. This one question is not an adequate 
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measure to Justify a change of procedure, but the need for 

further research is evident. 

The variables having a very great influence on the 

students' choice of a career comprised the content of 

question twelve. Since more than one variable could be 

selected, results as shown in Table 12 are in terms of 

percentages. Using 14 percent as a measure of significant 

difference, no significant differences vrere found in any 

parts of question tvrelve. Therefore, hypothesis three was 

accepted as stated, 

TABLE 12 

A COMPARISON OP MEANINGFUL INFLUENCES 
IN CAREER SELECTION ^_>_™. 

Q, Which of these items xiill have a very great influence on 
your oxm choice of career? 

Question 
Item 

a 

b 

c 

d 

e 

f 

g 

h 

Mexican American 
Responses 

14 

27 

16 

29 

27 

25 

19 

6 

% 

35 

67.5 

40 

72,5 

67,5 

62,5 

47.5 

15 

National 
Responses 

157 

251 

134 

254 

247 

230 

167 

77 

% 

47 

75 

40 

76 

74 

69 

50 

23 

% 
Diff 

12 

7,5 

3.5 

6,5 

6,5 

2.5 

8 

Variables listed were: own family. Job challenge. 
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money to be earned, opportunity to make meaningful contri

bution, stimulation of the Job, ability to express oneself. 

Job Importance, and prestige or status of the Job, Part a 

(ovm family), eliciting 35 percent response was a possible 

contradiction of literature covered in this study, Ainsworth 

(1:5) and Madsen (11:19) emphasized the role of the family 

as a major one in the life of the Mexican American, If the 

family is such a major influence, it would seem that one's 

own family would have been selected more often by the 

Mexican American students. Of course, this influence may 

be in terms of moral areas, but an evaluation of this sort 

was not covered in this study. 

If the family does not play such an Important role 

for these Mexican American students and their career selection, 

perhaps undue emphasis is being placed on parental Involvement 

by numerous educational institutions. Concentration on other 

areas of great influence, as checked by the Mexican American 

students, might be more meaningful for the student. This 

study xiould indicate items such as challenge of the Job, 

stimulation of the Job, and ability to express oneself might 

be more deserving of attention and concentration. 

Question thirteen xias a check of the validity of the 

items in question twelve. The same possible responses were 

provided, but in a different order, with emphasis on items 

having no influence at all. Again, percentages were used as 

a means of evaluation since more than one response could be 

selected. With the exception of parts c and d, all other 



51 

parts differed less than l4 percent. Therefore, question 

thirteen shoxied acceptance of hypothesis three as stated. 

Percentages of results are given below in Table 13, 

TABLE 13 

A COMPARISON OP ITEMS NOT INFLUENCING 
CAREER SELECTION 

Q, Which w 

Question 
Item 

a 

b 

c 

d 

e 

f 

g 

h 

ill have no influence at 

Mexican American 
Responses 

19 

6 

10 

8 

2 

3 

1 

% 

^7.5 

15 

25 

20 

5 

7,5 

2.5 

all? 

National 
Responses 

190 

60 

137 

117 

23 

23 

23 

17 

% 

57 

18 

41 

35 

7 

7 

7 

5 

% 
Diff 

9.5 

3 

16 

15 

2 

.5 

4.5 

5 

Part c, oxm family, indicated a larger percentage of 

family Influence for the Mexican American student than for 

the national student sampling. Such resiats would be con

sistent with literature as mentioned by Ainsworth (1:5) and 

Madsen (11:17, 19), Part d, money that can be earned, is 

also consistent with literature as cited by Mead (13:191) 

in which higher pay was not an immediate interest of the 

Mexican American, 
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Interpretation of hypothesis four is based on 

findings of the other three hypotheses, V/lth this in mind, 

hypothesis four is accepted as stated since hypotheses one 

and three xrere accepted. 

However, the strong rejection of hypothesis two 

cannot be overlooked, Mexican American college students 

differed significantly from the national college student 

sampling in all areas of tasic values. These differences 

could have implications for social cohesion between groups. 

They could also hinder progress for the Mexican American as 

he experiences obstacles in adjusting and/or conforming to 

the American collective society. Keeping this in mind, a 

special educational program might be advisable for the 

Mexican American students. 



CHAPTER V 

SUMI4ARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

In a study assessing comparison of Mexican American 

college students with national college students, 40 Mexican 

American college students at Texas Technological College 

were compared with 334 national college students. Selection 

of Mexican American subjects was on the basis of enrollment 

at Texas Technological College for the fall, I968 semester, 

age (18-25), and cultural grouping (Mexican American), 

National college students xiere already selected by a national 

survey group. It was laiown they, too, were college students 

between the ages of 18 and 25, Cultural groupings were not 

a factor in selection of the national sampling. 

Areas of dependency and independency for the tvro 

groups were determined by use of a questionnaire. Data viere 

tabulated, measured in tearms of chi sqxiare and percentages, 

and compared. 

Results of statistical analysis of accxamulated data 

indicated the following: 

1, Mexican American college students viewed the 
older generation as reluctant to accept change, 
significantly different from the views of the 
national college student sampling at the ,01 
level of significance, 

53 
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2, Mexican American college students felt the 
"generation gap" had been exaggerated, while 
the national college students indicated a 
large "generation gap", 

3, Mexican American college students and national 
college students xiere similar in their views 
of parental values as compared to their oxm 
values. Both groups felt differences were very 
slight to moderate, 

4, Both groups of students viewed their i^rents as 
more conservative than themselves, 

5, In terms of hard work, saving, doing a Job well, 
standing on one's own txio feet, planning ahead, 
keeping out of trouble by working hard, and 
making one's own luck, the Mexican American 
college students were much more conservative 
in all areas xihen compared vrith the national 
college student sample, 

6, Definitions of success xiere significantly 
different for the two groups, Mexican American 
students responded in conservative terms to love 
and respect of family, a Job being more than 
Just work, being a respected community leader, 
and bringing about needed societal changes, 

7, Responses to x̂ elcomed social changes indicated 
favoritism of conservative social changes by the 
Mexican American college students, while the 
national group responded more favorably to 
liberal social changes, 

8, Mexican American college students vrere more 
readily disposed to acceptance of conservative 
restraints, xihile national college students were 
more favorable to liberal restraints, 

9, Mexican American college students were more 
definite and specific in terms of career plans 
at the ,05 level of significance when compared 
with the national college student sampling, 

10, Both groups of college students were predisposed 
to similar kinds of work, 

11, Mexican American college students and national 
college students vrere looking forward to their 
careers. 
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12, Items influencing choice of careers were similar 
for both groupings of college students, with 
challenge of the Job, opportunity to make a 
meaningful contribution, stimulation of the Job, 
and ability to express yourself being selected 
more than 50 percent of the time by both groups, 

13. Items not influencing students' choices of 
careers were similar for both student grotipings, 
vrith prestige or status of the Job, ovm family, 
and money that can be earned receiving the 
largest number of responses. 

Findings of this study might be limited to the 

sampling and limited subject criterion used, though not 

necessarily. While hypothesis one was accepted as stated, 

basis for this acceptance xias not strongly Indicated, In 

actuality, hypothesis one received only partial acceptance. 

Establishment of further significance for hypothesis one, if 

any, would of necessity constitute the tesis for another study. 

The total rejection of hypothesis two in terms of 

tabulated results as xiell as numerous literary contra

diction implies inconsistency either on the part of litearary 

findings or in Mexican American student responses. This 

inconsistency lends itself to further research and study. 

Hypothesis three xias accepted to a greater degree 

than hypothesis one. However, this might be explained by the 

fact tliat Mexican American students who viere Involved in the 

study vrere already enrolled in college. Classification and 

number of years in college were not a factor in this study. 

Further Investigation of hypothesis three, with knowledge of 

the amount of college and/or xmiversity contact, might prove 

meaningful, even to the point of reversing the acceptance of 
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hypothesis three. Study of Mexican American college students 

prior to and following college entrance seems advisable as a 

possible method for arriving at more meaningfxil results. 

This area alone vrould warrant an individual study. 

Acceptance of hypothesis four xias on the basis of 

acceptance of hypotheses one and three. However, as indicated 

previously, acceptance of these hypotheses lend themselves to 

question and further study. Should such further study contra

dict acceptance of either hypotheses, then rejection of 

hypothesis four would be suggested. 

Further research accompanying the txio college student 

groups may Indicate other areas of influence. Such influences 

may be applicable to Mexican American as xiell as other cultural 

groupings, 

It is hoped that this study has made a positive contri

bution tovrard better imderstanding of the Mexican American 

college student at Texas Technological College—in similar

ities as xiell as differences. This investigation has touched 

on only a few of the many aspects of the Mexican American 

student as he views himself and the xiorld around him. 

It is recommended that a similar study be conducted 

vrith a larger sample in order to substantiate validity of this 

study. Should such a study be imdertaken, revision of the 

questionnaire is deemed advisable for clarification purposes. 

Inconsistency in several sections of the questionnaire seemed 

apparent, and may have contributed to selection or rejection 

of some responses. 
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APPENDIX A 

Dear Student: 

Enclosed you xiill find a questionnaire 
dealing viith questions in various areas. The 
complete questionnaire should only take you 
ten minutes at the most to complete. Your 
cooperation in doing so will be greatly 
appreciated. 

I am currently in the process of gathering 
data for my thesis and would appreciate your 
cooperation in filling this information in with 
a check or an x. You xiill also find a brown 
manila envelope which can be mailed anyxihere on 
campus at no cost to you, It is also already 
addressed for yoiir convenience. 

Results obtained from this questionnaire 
(which you xiill notice does not require any 
identification of yourself) will be compared 
xilth those of a national student survey done 
Just a fexi months ago, 

I have elected to study the Mexican American 
students at Texas Technological College in this 
study, thus cooperation is imperative if the 
study is to be meaningful. Since there are only 
about 200 of you, I need as many replies as 
possible. 

Your help is sincerely appreciated. Should 
you have any questions, please contact me through 
Home and Family Life Department—742-4117, 

Thank you. 

Mrs, Donna Vatan 
Graduate Student 
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APPENDIX B 

1, Hoxi would you complete the follox-ring sentence? "The 
main trouble with the older generation is ." 
They are reluctant to accept 

change 
they do not understand youth 

________ they are close-minded, intolerant 
no criticism 

2, Do you feel that there is a large "generation gap" 
today, that it exists but has been exaggerated, or 
that it doesn't exist? 

______ there is a large generation gap 
the generation g^p has been exaggerated 
there is no generation gap 
no opinion 

Do you feel that the differences betxieen your values 
and your parents' are very great, moderate, or very 
slight? 

very great 
_________ moderate 

very slight 

4, Are the following attitudes more applicable to you or 
your parents? 

Likley to compromise with things you don't like 
parents 
self 

Respectfxil of people in positions of authority 
________ parents 

self 
Likely to accept things as they are 

_ parents 
self 

Have faith in the democratic process 
parents 
self 

Tolerant of other people's views 
________ parents 

self 
Honest with oneself 

parents 
" self 
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Interest in other people 
parents 
self 

Interested in money 
________ parents 

, self 
Likely to do something about vrhat you believe to be 
right 

parents 
self 

Open to the xiorld 
parents 
self 

Interested in beauty 
________ parents 

self 
Optimistic about the future 

_______ parents 
self 

Self-centered 
parents 
self 

Concerned vrith vrhat is happening to the country 
_ parents 
self 

To xihlch of these ideas do you personally subscribe? 

Hard vrork will always pay off if you have faith in 
yourself and stick to it, 

yes 
_______ no 

Everyone should save as much as he can regularly and 
not have to lean on family and friends the minute he 
runs into financial problems, 

_______ yes 
no 

No matter how menial the Job may be, doing it well is 
important, 

_ _ _ « . yes 
no 

A man shoxald stand on h i s own txio fee t and not depend 
on o thers for he lp , 

yes 
no 

The individual who plans ahead can look forward to 
success and achievement of personal goals, 

yes 
_______ no 

Hard work keeps people from loafing and getting into 
trouble 

. yes 
no 
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Depending on hovr much strength and character a person 
has, he can pretty well control what happens to him. 
You make your own luck, 

, yes 
, no 

6, Which of these definitions of success reflect your ovm 
personal values: 

Having the love and respect of your family 
_ yes 

no 
Living the good Christian life 

yes 
______ no 

Doing work that is more than Just a Job 
yes 
no 

Doing your ovm thing 
_______ yes 

no 
Being a respected leader in the community 

_ yes 
no 

Bringing about needed changes in society 
_______ yes 

, no 

7, Which of the following social changes would you vrelcome? 

_______ More emphasis on law and order 
More emphasis on combating crime 

__ More respect for authority 
__ More emphasis on work being meaningful in its own 

right 
_, More emphasis on self-expression 
~ More freedom to debate and disagree openly 
__ More freedom for the individual to do xihatever he 

wants, providing he doesn't hxort others 
__ More acceptance of other people's peculiarities 
__ Less emphasis on status—on "keeping up with the 

Joneses" 
__ Less emphasis on money 
__ More emphasis on private enterprise 
__ More emphasis on the arts 
__ More vigorous but nonviolent protests by blacks 

and other minority groups 
More sexual freedom 
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8, Which of these restraints. Imposed by society and its 
institutions, can you accept easily? 

_______ The prohibition against marijuana 
The prohibition against other drugs 
The povrer and authority of the "boss" in a work 
situation 

__ Requirement that you be narried before you live 
with someone 
Confoiming in matters of clothing and personal 
grooming 
Outward respectability for the sake of career 
advancement 

__ Having little decision-making power in the first 
few years of a Job 

___ Abiding by lavrs you don't agree xilth 
Shovring respect for people you may not, in fact, 
respect 

___ Pressures to close one's eyes to dishonest behavior 

9. VIould you say that: 

Your career plans are definite and specific 
_______ You haven't really made up your mind yet 

, You have no career plans and don't Intend to make 
any 

10, To which of these kinds of work (if any) are you predis
posed? 

Business administration, marketing, merchandising, 
sales 
Teaching 

College 
Elementary or high school 

Engineering 
Medicine 
The helping professions (social xiork, psychology, 
etc.) 
The arts (music, art, writing, etc,) 
Science 
Law 
Accounting 
Government 

11, Do you: 

Look forward to your career 
Feel Indifferent to it 
Dislike the prospect 
No opinion 
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12, Which of these items vrlll have a very great Influence on 
your choice of career? 

Own family 
Challenge of the Job 

^ Money that can be earned 
______ Opportunity to rtake a meaningful contribution 

Stimulation of the Job 
Ability to express yourself 
Importance of the Job 
Prestige or status of the Job 

13, Which will have no influence at all? 

_______ Prestige or status of the Job 
Importance of the Job 
Ovm family 
Money that can be earned 
Opportxmity to make a meaningful contribution 
Ability to express yourself 

______ Stimulation of the Job 
^,^__ Challenge of the Job 


